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By C. P. THUNBERG, M.D. Profeffor of Botany at Upfal, &c. &c.* 

I " I 

O N the 16th of April 1772, after a profperous voyage, we reached the Cape of 
Good Hope, and we arrived fafely in the road of Table Bay, dropped our anchor, 
fired our guns, and, with mutual joy, congratulated each other. 

Immediately on our arrival, the fuperintendant over the Ihips came to us from the 
town, accompanied by a furgeon; the former to fetch off the letters and papers tor the 
Company, and the latter to get information with refpeft to the number of people that 
had died during the voyage, and of thofe that were ftill indUpofed. The number of 
the latter was now not very great, but that of the former amounted to a hundred and 
fifteen, of which, ten died before we left the Texel, and two had unfortunately fallen 
overboard. The other fliips in our company fuffered a ftill greater mortality, viz. the 
Hoencoop one hundred and fifty-eight in all, of whom one hundred and thirty-fix died 
while we were in the Texel. The William V. loft in all two hundred and thirty men, 
and the Jonge Samuel, of Zeeland, one hundred and three. 

We were hardly come to an anchor, before a crowd of black Haves and Chineie 
came in their finall boats to fell and barter, for clothes and other goods, frefli meat, 
vegetables, and fruit, all of which our crew were eager to procure. 

* * Extraftcd from bis Travel* 1795, 4 v ob. 
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THUNBEUO’S ACCOUNT OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


In the road we found, among others, a Swedifh fhip, which had arrived but a ffiort 
time before at this fouthernsnoft point of Africa* and had brought my friend* Profeifor 

On the 17th, I went with the captain on fliore, and took a lodging at M. Hendrik 
Fehrfen’s houfe. 

Being fafely arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, my firlt care was to wait on the 
lieu tenant-governor, Baron Joachim von Plettenberg, and the other gentlemen of the 
regencv, to whom I was recommended, in order to deliver to them the letters I had 
brought with me. And as the relpectable and univerfally-beloved veteran. Governor 
Tulbagh had, in confequence of age and gout, on the nth of Auguft in the preced¬ 
ing year, exchanged this life for a better, I delivered the letters direfted for him to 
Baron Plettenberg, who received me with the greateft kindnefs, and promifed to a Hi ft 
me in my defign of travelling into the interior part of the country, during the term of 
my refidence in that quarter of the globe. 

Whereas in my native country, to the northward of the equator, the molt delight¬ 
ful of the feafons, fpring, was now approaching here, to the fouth of the line, winter 
was dealing upon us, fo that l could not as yet, or for feveral months to come, travel 
to any advantage through the interior parts of the country, but mud wait till the be¬ 
ginning of September. ‘ The intervening months I employed in informing myfelf of the 
internal economy and inditutions of the Company, and examined the plants and ani¬ 
mals in the environs of the town, and in the neighbouring mountains, making alfo 
fhort excurfions into the country, which I was in hopes of penetrating deeper mto 
afterwards, and of viewing it with a curious and oblerving eye. 

The Cape of Good Hope is the extreme point of Africa, and of the Old World, to 
the fouth ward, and is probably the mod capital promontory in the whole world. 

Bartholomew Diaz, a Portuguefe, was the fird who difcovered this promontory in 148 7, 
and King Emanuel gave it the name of the Cape of Good Hope. Vafco de Gamavifited 
it next in 1497, by order of the fame monarch. According to the obfervations of M. 
de la Caille, it is lituated in latitude -13° 35' S. and in longitude 35 0 2' E. 

The diips that anchor in Table Bay, in a confiderable extenfive road, are fomewhat 
above a mile didant from the town. 

The dav after our arrival our lick men were taken to the hofpital, attended by the 
furgeon's mate; and afterwards the foldiers, under the condutl of their commanding- 
officer, who was to ferve in the capacity of ferjeant after his arrival on fhore. 

The town is very regularly built, from the fliore along the declivity formed by the 
Table Mountains, and its ftreets cut the quarters at right angles, the whole being- 
bounded at the back part by Table Mountain (Taffelberg), to the weftward by Lion 
Mountain (Leuweberg), and towards the ead, in fome meafure, by the Devil's Moun¬ 
tain (Duyvelfberg). So that it is mod open towards the fouthern and eadern fides. 

In difembarking, one is not incommoded here by the fhutting of toll-gates, or by 
cudom-houfe- officers. The town has neither walls nor gates, and yet enjoys a pertetl 
fecurity in a land of favages. 

The houfes are all of brick, white-walhed, and one, feldom two, but very rarely 
three dories high, and covered in, for the mod part, with flat roofs of brick-work, or 
a kind of grafs indigenous to this country (re/iio tedorwn% laid upon very low frame 
work. On account of the violence of the winds that prevail here, the roofs cannot be 
tiled over, nor raifed higher. The houfe of the lieutenant-governor, and the Company's 
warehoufe, were the only houfes that were three dories high. 

The domedics here do not coniid of Europeans, but of black or tawny flaves from 
Malabar, Madagascar, or other parts of India. Thefe, in general, fpeak either broken 
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Portuguefe, or elfe the Malabar, feldom the Dutch language, and learn various trades, 
by which they bring their matters confiderable profit, efpecially fuch as are taylors, 
carpenters, bricklayers, or cooks. The flaves are let out by the month, week, or day, 
during which term they are to earn for their matters a certain fixed tamper diem. The 
male Saves wear their own hair, upon which they fet a great value, wrapped up m a 
twitted handkerchief like a turban, and the females wreath up their hair and fix it on 
their heads with a large pin. Trowfers conftitute the other part of their drefs; and, 
as a'token of their fervile condition, they always go barefoot, and without a hat. 

Previous to the company’s fitting down to meals, either dinner or flipper, aiemale ilave 
brings a wafli-hand bafon and towel, to wafh their hands, which is aifo done on the 
company’s rifing from table. In the houfes of the wealthy, every one of the company 
has a Have behind his chair to wait on him. The Have has frequently a large palm leaf 
in his hand, by way of a fan, to drive away the flies, which are as troubleiome here as 

they are in Sweden. 

As well within as without the town, neat and excellent gardens are laid out, both 
for fruit and culinary vegetables, being watered by the ft reams that run down from the 
mountains. Among thefe, that extenfive and beautiful garden belonging to the com¬ 
pany diftinguifhes itfelf, like an old oak amidft a thicket of bullies. It is from tnele 
gardens that the ftranger, on his arrival, meets with his firtt refrefhments ; and from 
their fuperfluous flock the Dutch and other Ihips are fupplied with ftores for their voy¬ 
age. The garden-feeds mutt be brought every year frefh from Holland, as they other- 
wife, almoft all, degenerate in time, excepting the feeds of cauliflowers, which are 
brought to great perfection here, and, on that account, exported from hence to Hol¬ 
land, where they gradually degenerate. 

Apples, pears, and other European fruits, are mellower and riper, but have not that 
flavour which they have in Europe, neither will they keep long. Nor are the peaches 
produced here equal in goodnefs to thofe of the fouth of Europe. They are fometimes 
dried like pears, with or without Hones. 

The trees imported from Europe, fuch as oak (qtwrcus robur ), the white poplar 
(populus alba), and others, flied their leaves in the winter, as they do in their native 
places, whereas the African trees do not pnrt with theirs* It is not long, however, be¬ 
fore they recover their leaves again. This circumflance is fingular enough : firfl, be- 
caufe the cold here in winter is not more fevere than it is- in Sweden in the autumn | 
and, in the iecond place, becaufe they flied their leaves to the fouth ward of the equa¬ 
tor at the very time that they put them forth to the northward of it. The lime-trees 
(pitta Europ&d) do not thrive well, on account of the violent winds that rage here ; 
and the fame may be faid of the hazel (corylus avelland) y cherry-tree (jprunus cerafus) y 
gbofeberry-tree (ribes grqffutaria ef uva crijpa\ currant-tree (ribes rubrutn ei nigrum ), 
all of which degenerate, and feldom yield any fruit. 

The myrtle (myrtus communis^ grows to the height of a tree, though its fiem is neither 
thick nor ftiff, nor does it throw out many branches. For this reafon it feems to be 
proper, and indeed, is frequently ufed, for forming high hedges, in a country lubjeft 
to violent winds, as its fupple item bends to the ftorm. 

The foot of the mountain, or the hills round the town, confided of a red flame-coloured 
clay, which proceeds from the water’s running down the cracks, and tinging the eaxth 
with its acid, charged with ferruginous particles. Higher up on the hills, lie fcattered 
without order, /tones of all fizes, that have been rolled down from the mountains. 

Among others, I vifired M. Auge, the gardener, who has made many, and thofe very 
long, excurfions into the interior part of the country, and has collected all the plants 
and infefts, which the late Governor Tulbagh fent to Europe to Linnaeus, and to the 
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Profeffors Burmaim and Van Royen. And as he ftill continued his journeys yearly into- 
the country, he fold to ftrangers, as well herbals as birds and infefts. It was of him 
that M. Grubb, and the director of the bank in Sweden, purchafed that fine collection 
of plants, which was afterwards prefented to Profeffor Bergius, and fo well defcribed 
by this latter gentleman in his book of the Planta Capenfes. M. Auge’s knowledge of 
botany was not very confiderable, nor did his collections in general extend much far¬ 
ther than to the great and the beautiful; but, in the meantime, we are almoll folely 
indebted to him for all the difcoveries which have been made fince the days of Her- 
mannus, Oldenlandus, and Hartogius, in this part of Africa. 

The citadel is fituated on the fea-foore, below the city to the eaftward, and is fur- 
rounded with high walls and deep ditches; there is room enough in it for the governor, 
though he never lives there, as well as for the major, the other officers, and the foldiers. 
At fun-fet the great gate is fhut, when all the foldiers, that have not leave of abfence, 
are fummoned by beat of drum, and their names called over in each company. The 
little gate is kept open till ten o’clock, when the foldiers, who are abfent, without hav¬ 
ing previoufly obtained leave of abfence for the night, are fummoned by a bell, and their 
names are called over; the gate is after this not to be opened till the morning, except in 
cafe of neceffity, fuch as to fetch a midwife. A furgeon always lleeps in the cattle. 

The firft thing a foldier mutt provide himfelf with, is his own uniform; this he re¬ 
ceives of the company, but mutt ferve to the amount of its value. Every third year 
the Company orders a number of new uniforms to be made for the ufe of the militia, 
and at no other time. If it fhould fo happen, that the quantity ready-made fliould not 
fuffice for recruits that arrive during this interval, they mutt for fome time do their 
duty in their own clothes, and frequently in the jackets of the Zeelverkoopers, or kid¬ 
nappers, who have fent them thither. 

Soldiers, who have received in Holland what is called a bill of tranfport, receive no 
pay till they have ferved to the full value of it. This takes at leaft a year and a half, 
or more; during which time they only receive a little fubfiftence-money and fervice- 
money. What more they may want for fubfiftence and clothes, they mutt earn by 
any trade that they may happen to have learned, or by doing duty for the others on 
their leifure days. A foldier who has learned a good trade, may earn half a dollar a 
day, and pays to him that does duty for him four fchellings. They have alfo an oppor¬ 
tunity of making fomething by wafting for others. A foidier may indeed obtain double 
fubfiftence-money ; but then, two guilders per month are deducted from his pay, for 
what they term fubfidy-money. 

The foldiers go upon guard every other or every third day, and confequently have a 
day or two to themfelves. The fame guard continues for twenty-four hours together, and 
confifts in the fmaller pofts of a corporal and three men; but in the greater, of a ferjeant 
and twelve men. When a man has been upon guard two hours, he is relieved, and ex¬ 
empt from duty, till four hours more are expired, when he goes upon guard again. 

A foldier is obliged to ferve five years, exclufive of the time taken up in the voyage, 
during which term he is not at liberty to return home; but by the favour of the offi¬ 
cers, confiderable deductions may be made from this term, infomuch, that fcmetimes a 
foldier returns by the fame ftip that brought him. Sometimes a foldier is alfo meta- 
morphofed into a faifor for this purpofe. 

When his agreement is at an end, he may either return home or renew it \ if he 
choofes the latter, which is generally done for three years at firft, his pay is increafed 
two guilders more per month ; this term being expired, he may engage for two years 
more, and then receives a frefh augmentation of two guilders per month j but in cafe 
of his continuing in the fervice after that term, his pay is augmented no more, unlels, 
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indeed, he is advanced. A foldier, if he has received any education, may be advanced 
to be a corporal, ferjeant, or officer, to be &n afliftant in a faftory, or to be furgeon, if 

he has learned that art in Europe. . - 

There are feveral means by which a foldier may be releafed From the obligation or 
doing duty. The moll common way is by what they call a furlough; in this cafe he 
is exempt from all duty, and at full liberty to get his livelihood in what manner foever 
he is able, or by any trade that he may have learned* ^ For this he pays four dollars 
per month, and to the adjutant of the company one fhilling, in which cafe he receives 
his monthly pay. Of the men belonging to the garrifon, there were now about one 
hundred and fifty that had furloughs. The profits of the furloughs are diftnbuted 
among that part of the garrifon that does duty, and are called fervice-money; a foldier 
receives eight or nine, a corporal twelve, and a ferjeant fixteen (hillings; the remainder 
is divided between the officers. The furlough money is to be paid duly, the laft day 
of every month, into the hands of the chaplain, whofe duty it is to receive it. In time 
of war thefe furloughs are not given, but every one mull then do duty. The governor 
takes from among the foldiers as many as he choofes, to work gratis for him; the 
major takes four and twenty or more \ the fifes! two, the book-keeper one, and fo on* 
Thefe then are either to work for the above-mentioned gentlemen, or to pay them their 
furlough-money* The greater number there is taken of thefe men, the heavier does 
the duty fall upon the reft of the foldiers. 

The foldiers receive their pay of the lieutenant of the company every four months j 
which for this reafon is called the good month. 

If any perfon in the town or country wifhes for a foldier, either as a teacher for Ins 
children, or to work in his Ihop, he may get one by the means juft indicated; but if 
fuch foldier has taken up a bill of tranfport in Holland, this muft now be repaid to the 
value of about eighty dollars, for which the fellow muft ferve till it is paid oh ; if in the 
mean time he Ihould die, the Iofs will be on the fide of the tradefman* 

Sailors may in the fame manner take out furloughs, by paying to the purler eight 
dollars per month. 

A perfect immunity from fervice, as well as erafure from the paymafter s books, may 
indeed be alfo obtained $ but on no other confideration than that of being held difqua- 
iified for the company's fervice. 

There are others, called Lichten, who neither do duty, nor have any furloughs, nor re¬ 
ceive any pay, and are always at their full liberty in time of peace ; but when once they 
enter into the fervice again, they muft ferve their five years out, for which they agreed. 

Prayers are read in the citadel every morning and evening by a chaplain. On Sun¬ 
day a fentinel is placed before the church-door, but within the church-door a foldier 
would fcarcely be tolerated. 

Before the citadel, in a large convenient place, are laid the wine and water-cafks that 
come from the (hips to be repaired; as likewife a great quantity of planks and fpars. 
In order to prevent any thing from being ftolen, a fentinel is placed here in the night¬ 
time. This poft is not unprofitable, when the foldier happens to catch a young fellow 
engaged in clofe converfation with fome female friend j in which cafe he muft make the 
Xoldier a compliment of a few dollars to avoid being taken into cuftqdy, and difeovered, 
or, at all events, incommoded and difturbed in his menus plaifirs . 

If a foldier falls fick, he is taken to the hofpital, where he has medicines and his diet 
gratis, till he recovers, but he receives no pay, except his (hare of the furlough-money. 
Yet, if his difeafe is of a venereal nature, even this is withheld from him. If he does 
not choofe to go to the hofpital, he is at liberty to go eUewhere, though then he is 
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obliged to pay his own phyfician, his attendants, and other neceffary expences, out of 
his own purfe, but receives his pay and fubfiftence-money. 

Chimneys are not ufed in this country, nor are they wanted; and to ftoves they are 
utter ftrangers. Yet I have known a family or two that had a fire-place in their hall, 
though rather for pleafure than for any other occafion they had for it. The ladies 
have generally live coals in a kind of covered chaffing-difh or ftove, which in winter¬ 
time they fet on the ground under their clothes to warm them. 

The cold is fevereft in the months of Auguft: or September, efpecially on mornings 
and evenings, when it rains or blows hard. The wind feels very piercing on account 
of the thin clothing that is worn here. The winter at the Cape refembles the months 
of Auguft, September, and October in Sweden. 

The mothers in this country feldom put their children out to nurfe, but fuckle them 
themfelves, for which reafon they have, in general, eafier labours. 

There are a few families who have defcended from Blacks in the female line, for three 
generations back. The firft generation, proceeding from an European who is married 
to a tawny Have that has been made free, remains tawny, but approaching to a white 
complexion; but the children of the third generation, mixed with Europeans, become 
quite white, and are often remarkably beautiful. 

The flave-houfe of the Company is adjacent to the garden, and contains a great 
number of flaves, who work in the garden and on buildings, carry burdens from the 
fhips, &c. Thofe that are fick here have a furgeon to attend them. The Company 
brings the greateft part of its flaves from Madagafcar, whereas private perfons buy 
their’s of the officers belonging to the fhips, as well Dutch as French, that are on their 
return home from the Eaft Indies, feldom of the Englifh, and never of the Swedifh. 

Before the fhips weigh anchor, all the convalescents are felected out from the hofpital, 
and diftributed on board the fhips. 

The officers of the fhips, during their flay here, fell to great advantage Several European 
commodities, fuch as wine, ale, tobacco-pipes, coarfe and fine hardware, clothes, fhoes, 
glafs, and houfehold furniture; the European hams, beef, faufages, tongues, herrings, 
ftock-fifh, falmon, and cheefe, with fome other articles, were alfo in great requeft. 

"Whereas the foreign fhips, that flop here, lie in the roads a fhort time only to take 
in provifions, and then refume their voyage, the Dutch fhips are obliged to flop a great 
while, in order to take the convalefcents on board, who after all come thither in a very 
indifferent ftate of health. The Dutch have alfo occafion for a greater number of 
failors to work their fhips than other nations, as their rigging is made after the old 
fafhion, with large blocks and thick cordage, heavy and clmnfy in every refpeft. 

The Company’s garden is always open to the public. It is nine hundred and ninety- 
fix paces long, two hundred and fixty one broad, and has forty-four quarters, which 
are feparated from each other by hedges, confifting, for the mo ft part, of oaks or bays 
(laurus nobilis), feveral yards in height. I obferved here, that a royena villofa, that 
grew befide one of thefe oaks, had fairly perforated one of its branches through the 
very trunk of the oak, in which it now grew like a parafitic plant. In like manner I 
obferved in another garden, in which a feat had been fixed between two trees, that the 
bark of one of the trees had grown over the feat, like a fungus (boletus'), and held it 
faff. In the menagerie were feveral rare and uncommon animals, and particularly great 
numbers of birds. 

Male and female flaves, though belonging to different matters, frequently cohabit 
together, by permiffion of their owners, in which cafe the children always become the 
property of him who is the owner of the female fiave. Though the man, that cohabits 
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with the woman Have, be a freed man, or even a European, ftill their offspring are 
fhves So that the bonds of wedlock among flaves are but loofely comraded, and 
eafilv "broken through. A mafter has the right of chaftifmg his flaves with awbip, but 
has no power over their lives, as this belongs to the magiftrate. If a flive ® *°® 
feverely treated by his mafter, he may complain to the fifcal ; and if it then appears t 
he hasbeen ill ufed, the owner is made to pay a confiderabie fine. If a have lifts up his 
hand againft his mafter or miftrefs, or any white man, he is pumihable with death. 

A flave can give no evidence; nor has he the power of bearing, much lefs of hating 
in his poffeffion, any kind of fire-arms: by thefe means the flaves, who 
exceed the Europeans in number, are kept unarmed. As loon as a flave enlranchiled, 
he wears Ihoes, hackings, and a hat, as a mark of his freedom. , 

In the months of April, May, and June, when the flups he in die road, ^ jwal 
officers frequently put up at audio* fuch commodities as they wilhto difpofe of at this 
place; forlhis they pay five per cent, to the fifcal, who receives five dollars for every 
cheft brought on fliore, for which five guilders only were paid in Holland. All uuo- 
pean merchandizes are fold here at thirty, fifty, and one hundre^ ^ cem proffi. 

1 The winter months are reckoned here from the middle oi May till the middle^ 
Auguft, during which times Ihips muft not enter Table-Bay, on account of the lion y 
north-wefterly winds that prevail then, and might drive them on fliore; but they are 

° b Snt %lft°very tWn^faftened together with firings, fo as to roll up eafily, 
much ufed here for window-blinds. They are alfo employed for making bafkets, bot- 

toms or beds, and feats of chairs, pi r 

The thick bamboo canes, though hollow, are very ftrong. They aie ufed Hi 
making the fides of ladders, and as perches to carry burdens on; of the more young 
and fielder Items are made fences, to fet up on the tops of walls and of wooden pales 
The feed-veflels of the filver-tree (protea argented) ferve as fuel; the rejhe dicboionuis 

fBefem riet) for brooms. , c , , 

Kukumakranka (gethyllis) is the name given to the legumen or pod of a plant, tha 
grew at this time among the fand-hills near the town, without either leaves or flowers 
This pod was of the length of one’s finger, fomewhat wider at top than at bottom, had 
a pleafant fmell, and was held in great efteern by the ladies. The fmell of it lefembled 
in fome meafure that of ftrawberries, and filled the whole room. 

On the clay-hills near the fliore before the citadel, I oblerved people digging up the 
earth, which was mixed with a great many fea-fliells, and putting it into baikets. 1 his 
they waflied till nothing but the Ihells remained. In like manner I faw them carefully 
gather the larger Ihells thrown up by the fea on the beach, and lay them up in large 
heaps to . dry. Thefe Ihells they burn to lime for building. For this purpoie they 
make a pile of billet and bulh-wood, within which the Ihells are laid and burned. 
In Robben Ifland a great quantity of Ihells are collected, and made into lime lor the 
Company’s fervice, by the criminals exiled there. In the who e country there is no 
other lime to be found, nor any mountains containing either chalk oi hme-ltone. 

Poets are laid to be born fo ; but the Dutch here, and indeed all over the Eaft- 
Indies, may be laid to be born merchants; for in cafe the father does not trade, but 
carries on fome handicraft bufinefs, his wife, daughter, or fon muft ; and this is always 
done in a particular way of their own, and often without any regular iyitem. ^ Iheic 
is fcarce one regular merchant to be found; but every body carries on trade, and 
keeps a certain fpecies of goods only, at a certain^time of the year, by which he endea¬ 
vours to gain the moft he can- ^ 
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Two winds in particular prevail here throughout the year, and are frequently very 
violent, viz. the fouth-eaft wind in the fummer, and the north-well in winter. When 
the eaft or fouth-eaft wind begins to blow, it drives the clouds againft the mountains, 
and away over them, which occafions a kind of drizzling rain up in thofe regions; 
the clouds are afterwards difperfed bebow the fummit of the mountain; and when the 
clouds are carried off, the wind may continue indeed, but then it is always accompanied 
with fine dry weather. 

The town has but one Calviniftical church, which is tolerably large and handfome. 
The Lutherans have not hitherto been able to obtain permiffion to ere£t one, though 
their number here is very large : the Calviniftical church is ferved by two clergymen, 
who live in the town, and are well paid. 

The hofpital is ill fituated, and much out of repair, infora uch that a new one will 
Ihortly be ere&ed on a more extenfive and convenient plan. The patients here are not 
remarkably well taken care of, on account of the fmall portion of medical Ikill poffeffed 
by the perfon who fuperintends the hofpital; though the company fpares for no ex- 
penfe with regard to them. I was informed, that the company pays two hundred du- 
catoons per annum, or fomething more than fix hundred guilders, for the article of 
almonds only, for the patients, of which, perhaps, they do not get one. Every half 
year the moiety of this fum is paid down, an exact calculation having been previoufly 
made, how many thoufands of almonds may be had for that money, according to the 
then current price. So that the fum is always the fame, though the quantity of almonds 
varies with the price ; and the patients always receive the fame quantity, that is, little 
or nothing. For every one in the hofpital, that goes through a courfe of mercurial 
friOion for the venereal difeafe, the furgeon receives eight dollars; and the patient mull 
pay two dollars for his medicines, as it is not thought proper that he fhould be cured 
of this difeafe gratis. 

Several ftreets in the town are adorned with canals filled with the water that comes 
from the fuperimpending mountains; but the bringing of the water, by means of 
wooden pipes, from the fame mountains down to the great bridge in the harbour, at 
the fide of the citadel, where the Ihips unload, is of greater importance ; as the ihips’ 
boats may conveniently lay along-fide of it, and fill their calks with the purelt water. 

The fmall-pox and mealies are the moll fatal diltempers here; for the prevention of 
which they make the fame provilions, as is done in other places againft the plague. 
Confequently, as foon as a Ihip has anchored in the road, a furgeon is fent on board 
of it, to examine whether any body in the Ihip is at that time infe&ed, or during the 
voyage has been infedled with either of thefe difeafes. In the latter cafe, no one from 
the Ihip is fuffered to come on Ihore; but the commander is advifed to go to fome other 
place with the veffel; which, in the mean-time, is furnilhed with whatever it may Hand 
in need of. When at any time the fmall-pox is carried thither, every one flies in hafte 
to the interior parts of the country. This infe&ious diforder, I obferved, and fome 
French Ihips, which they took for enemies, were the only things that at this juncture 
could infpire thefe rich farmers and burghers with fear, and make them lhift their 
quarters. They were not yet become rational enough to adopt inoculation. In 1713, the 
fmall-pox was brought here by a Danilh Ihip, when it made a dreadful havoc among the 
Europeans as well as Hottentots, only three houfes having efcaped. The Hottentots died 
in fuch multitudes, that their bodies lay in the fields and highways unburied. 

In 1755, this diforder appeared for the fecond time; and in 1767, in April, for 
the third and lalt time, being in like manner brought by a Danilh Ihip. The laft time 
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the mealies prevailed in thefe parts, they were the more deftructive, as the furgeons 
fent out by the governor, from ignorance of the difeafe, treated it perverfely. It is 
much to be lamented, that the account given of the medical practitioners of the Cape 
for fome time paft, fliould fo exaftly tally with that tranfmitted to us by Kasmpfer, in 
his Amamit, Exot. Fafcic. 3. p. 534 & 535, of the furgeons in the Eaft Indies. 

The town is adorned with three'large fquares $ in one of thefe ftands the Proteftant 
church ; it likewife has a fountain in it, which fumilhes the inhabitants of the town with 
water; in the other is the town-hall; and the third is lately laid out for the convenience 
of the countiy people who bring their goods to market, and in this is to be built the 
watch-houfe for the fire-men. 

On the Ihore itfelf feveral batteries of different fizes are erected for the defence of 
the city. The citadel is intended to protect them as well againft internal as foreign 
enemies, but the batteries more particularly againft the fliips of a foreign power ; and 
in fa£t, thefe can do no more execution in the road than the citadel poffibly can do. 
There were now, though in rather an indifferent ftate of repair, the Great Battery, 
the Little Battery, the New Battery, the Bones, and the Line-Guard. 

In the beginning of July, I made a day’s excurfion to Mount Paarl, in company 
with Dr. Le Sueur, who was fent for to fee a patient that had been ill of a fever, and 
had now fuch a weaknefs in his joints and ligaments, that he could not lift his hands 
to his mouth, and his knee-pans were fo loofe, that he had loft the ufe of his legs 
likewife. Dr. Le Sueur was a native of the Cape, but had ftudied in Holland, and 
taken his degrees at Groningen. 

In many places the roads were interfefted by large rivers, which were now fo fwelled 
by the heavy rains, that the water ahnoft came into the carriage, the current being at 
the fame time very ftrong. 

The land in thefe parts was very poor, being merely loofe fand, under which lay 
the folid rock, confifting of brown ferruginous clumps, compofed of clay, vitriolic 
acid, and Hate. In thefe meagre plains, neverthelefs, Phylicas, Ericas, and Proteas 
grew in abundance. 

At Paarl the cold is felt more fenfibly in the mornings and evenings than at the 
Cape, and the hoar-froft frequently damages the vegetables in the gardens. The 
eafterly winds are faid to be very powerful here, and in rummer-time to blow the 
grains of wheat out of the ear. 

Butter is churned every day in the fummer, and every other day, or every third 
day, in the winter. They ufually pour luke-warm water into the churn, in order that 
the milk may coagulate the better. 

The houfes are generally fituated at the foot of the mountains, from whence water 
runs down to them. The want of water in other places, and the confequent poverty 
of the foil, rauft be confidered as the reafon why this country, fo excellent in other 
refpects, cannot be very clofely inhabited. The African foil is intrinfically meagre; 
but its fertility, which is fo much cried up by many, rauft be afcribed to the excellence 
of the climate; for thofe fpots where water and a little mould are to be found, and 
which confequently are capable of cultivation, produce a rich harveft of corn, delicious 
fruits, and excellent wines. The chief obje£t of the farmer, when chufing a fpot for 
his abode, is to find an earthy foil in the vicinity of water. 

Every peafant builds his own houfe, fometimes of bricks, fometimes only of clay, 
lime, and fand. Every one of them pofleffes a great number of horfes, oxen, cows, 
ftieep, goats, ducks, and geefe, which in the day-time are driven out on the hills, 
and tended by a Have, and driven home again at fun-fet. At night all thefe animals 
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fleep in the open air, each fpecies feparately, in a place fenced in by a mud wall. 
This is faid to be very detrimental to the wool of the flieep (the ovis laticauda). It 
was pleafant in the higheft degree to fee the lambkins, which are kept while they are 
young in the houfe, go in the evenings to meet their mothers on their return home. 
As foon as they heard the voice of their dams at a great diftance, the little hungry 
creatures began to cry out and run towards them; but if they could not fee their 
mothers diftinflrly, they would immediately run back again. When their dams approach 
ftill nearer, their cries increafed, and the lambs run full fpeed to meet them, and fol¬ 
lowed them home again. The wool of thefe African flieep, which have large tails, is 
none of the beft, and is not employed either in the manufacturing of cloth or for any 
other important purpofe, much lefs is it exported. 1 VJ. Hemming, however, had, a 
few years before, a piece of cloth woven from it large enough to make a complete 
fuit of clothes. 

I frequently obferved the lhin-bones of Iheep ufed, both in town and country, either 
for fetting round the trees in the ftreets, or for dividing the parterres in the flower- 
gardens, where they had a very pretty effect, the end of the ginglymus articulation 
being placed uppermoft. 

Wolves were caught by an eafy and ingenious method: a fquare or oblong houfe was 
erefted, either of brick or only of clay, of the height of fix feet or more, without 
any other covering than a few wooden bars. In the front a low opening is left with 
a trap-door before it. In the houfe is laid a bait, tied to a rope that is fattened to a 
peg. This peg is brought through the lower part of the back wall, and ftuck into a 
piece of wood which hangs down the wall on the outfide \ to the upper part of this 
piece of wood is fixed another rope that paffes over the top of the houte, and is fattened 
to the trap-door, which it thus keeps fufpended over the aperture. The wolf having 
entered the houfe, pulls the bait, and at the fame time pulls out the peg from the 
piece of wood, when the trap-door falls down, and makes the wolf prifoner. 

The ftyle of building in the country, among people in good circurnftances, is 
nearly fimilar to that in town, viz. ftrft, there is a hall at the entrance of the houfe, 
and before this is a long gallery; on each fide of the hall is a room ; and on one fide 
of the gallery is the kitchen, and on the other a bed-chamber. People of inferior 
circurnftances had a gallery, with a chamber on each fide of it, and the kitchen be¬ 
hind. The poorer fort had huts of clay, with doors and windows almoft pervious to 

the weather. _ . 

The water that runs down the mountains to the farms that lie below them is fre¬ 
quently conduced by art to different places, fuch as to artificial fountains, or to gar¬ 
dens, for the purpofe of watering them in time of drought, or to fifh-ponds to fupply 
them with water. 

Such waters as accumulated in the plains below the mountains, and formed rivulets, 
which at times were fo deep in certain places, as to make ferries or boats neceffary 
for paffing them, the farmers rendered ufeful to thetnielves, by damming them up, in 
order to make them overflow their vineyards planted on their banks ; when the water, 
gently running off from them, manured the foil and rendered it fertile. 

The vineyards near Paarl flouriflied amazingly, and vines were feen here fifty years 
old. A vine was faid to bear fo early as the fecond year after it was planted, but to 
yield a full vintage in the third. All the vines here were kept low, in order to make 
them produce large duflers. 

In this place a church was erefted and provided with a Calvinift minifler and a 
clerk. Divine fervice, however, is not performed every Sunday; but when the 
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minifter is gone on a journey, fick, or otherwife hindered, the clerk reads to the con¬ 
gregation fotne portion of the Bible. , _ 

The farmers, or coloniils, all through the country are, as well as the inhabitants of 
the city, all burghers, and are confequently obliged to be always in readinefs, m cafe 
of a war, to defend their country. For this purpofe they are divided into companies, 
and certain perfons among them appointed their officers. . 

On the fudden approach of danger from any enemy, the whole body of the mb a- 
bitants may be fummoned by the firing of guns and hoifting of flags, for this pur- 
poffe cannons are planted at proper intervals, and at the fide of each ltands a nag-fiair, 
to give lignals in cafe of the approach of an enemy, or of any gieat fleet belonging 
to a foreign power. In fuch cafe, feven guns are fired from the Lion’s Head. The 
cannon on the banks of Zour Rivier is next discharged, which is repeated by another 
placed at a greater diftance, then by a third, and fo on; the flag being always hoifted 
before the firing of the gun, by which means the alarm is foon given throughout the 

whole country. , , . , 

As an antidote againft the bite of ferpents, the blood of the turtle was much cried 
op which, on account of this extraordinary virtue, the inhabitants dry^ in the form or 
fmall fcales or membranes, and carry about them when they travel in this country, 
which fwarms with this moft noxious vermin. Whenever any one is wounded by a 
ferpent, he takes a couple of pinches of the dried blood internally and applies a little 

of it to the wound. » „ , . ,. t . r , 

Surgeons, apothecaries, and others, when they cannot find in this country the tuual 
and genuine medicinal plants, look for others that fomewhat refemble them, eithei in 
their flowers, leaves. Ml, or general habit, and then give them the fame names. 
The phyfician, who hears this quid fro quo mentioned, muff not let it puzzle or mii- 

^The "leaves of the calla Mtbiofiea , a plant which grew even in the ditches about the 
gardens near the Cape, were faid to ferve for food for the (Yzer-varken or) por- 

^ThfTroot of the aritepm ecbinalus, which grew both near the Cape and in other 
places, was of a foft texture, and contained a very white and pure gum, which was 
ufed in the form of a decoaion, as an excellent purifier of the blood, and hkewife as 

a remedy in the gonorrhoea. . r r , 

The root of the byronia Afrkana ferved the country-people for an emetic; intuled 
in wine or brandy it proves an excellent purge, erpecially if a piece of bread be eaten 

^The geranium cucuilaium, a fragrant plant, was ufed as an emollient, inclofed in 
fmall bags. 

Of the leaves of the barbonia cordata the country-people made tea. 

The montinia acris , though it is of a very acrid nature, was faid to be eaten by the 
fheep. 

The Hottentots eat the fruit of the brabeiumjiellatum, a large flirub that grows near 
brdoks and rivulets, called Wilde Caftanien (wild chefnuts), and fometimes ufed by the 
country-people inftead of coftee i the outfide rind being taken off, the truit is deeped 
in water to deprive it of its bitternefs; it is then boiled, roafted, and ground like 
coffee 

The gout and dropfy were common difeafes in this country, proceeding from the 
great quantities of wine that was drank, and the very varying and cold winds. 
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The fields were by no means fo thickly covered with grafs here as they are in Europe, 
where the grafs-turf, with its great variety of flowers, forms the moft beautiful carpet £ 
but the grafs grew very thin, fliewing the bare fand between the blades, fo that one 
could not with any pleafure lie down on it to reft one's felfi 

The barley, after it had attained to a confiderable height, was mowed once or 
oftener, and given to the horfes as fodder. It was faid, that it might be cut in the 
month of Auguft, when in the ear. I frequently faw bundles of it brought to town 
in this ftate to market. The barley in this country is cultivated chiefly for the ufe of 
horfes \ a few bundles of it being cut every evening, after the horfes are come in from 
grafs, and laid in the liable, or elfe out in the yard, where thefe animals are tied up, 
for their night-provender. 

Beer is never brewed in the country, where the people, when thirfty, drink water, 
tea, coffee, or wine; but a brewery has been eftablifhed near Cape Town. The Cape 
beer, however, is never remarkably good, but generates wind in the ftomach, and 
foon turns four. This is the reafon why they are obliged to import their beer from 
Europe; the Dutch, Danifli, and Englifti beer, which they fometimes drink in finall 
quantities at their meals, being held in particular efteem* 

The vineyards niuft be dug every year, and the ground turned, yet without difturb- 
ing the vines. In manuring them, the old earth is dug away from around the vines, 
and fo that a hole is left in which the manure is laid. If a vine dies, a branch of an 
adjoining vine is bent down into the hole, where it foon ftrikes root, and is afterwards 
cut off at the top. 

A widow at the Paari had three Hottentots in her fervice; they fpoke with much 
delicacy and foftnefs, clacking lightly and rapidly with their tongues both before and 
while they pronounced their words. Their complexion was brown, but by no means 
Inclining to black, being more like that of a fun-burnt European. The apparent 
brownnefs of their complexions, in fa£fc, proceeded more from the great quantity of 
ft inking greafe with which they befm eared themfelves than from nature. The girls 
were fond of fmoking tobacco, which they did with a pipe fo Ihort, that the bowl of 
it came clofe to their lips. Their hair is of a lingular nature, being quite black, and 
twilled up together like fhort wool, fo as to refemble the nap upon frieze, the inter- 
ftices between each lock being quite bare. 

On my return to the Cape, I faw, towards the end of June, a body of Hottentots, 
men, women, and children, to the number of nine and fifty, brought up about one 
hundred and fifty miles from the interior part of the country, where they had com¬ 
mitted various acts of violence againft the colonifts. They had been taken by a 
Hottentot captain, of the name of Kees, in the cleft of a mountain, where they had 
concealed and fortified themfelves againft a party of peafants and foldiers ordered out 
againft them, and had for a long time defended themfelves, by roiling large ftones 
down upon their enemies. In two villages they had carried off the cattle, killed the 
inhabitants, plundered the houfes, and taken pofieffion of feveral fire-arms. They 
did not deny their crimes, but after ted that they afted fo in their own defence, the 
Europeans making every year frefh encroachments upon their lands and poffeflions, 
and forcing them continually farther up into the country, whence they were driven 
back again by the other Hottentots, or elfe killed. Thefe Hottentots were Bofhiefmen, 
of a dark brown complexion, feme of whom were naked, wearing only a band round 
their waifts, which covered the pudenda before. Others wore, hanging loofe over 
their fhoulders, a Iheep's ikin, the ends of which fcarcely met before, the upper part 
going, like a catafli, over the head. The women had their little ones hanging behind 
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on their fboulders; and girls eleven or twelve years of age had already children. 
The women were adorned with ear-rings, and broad rings of metal round their wrifts. 
Their mouths and cheekbones were very prominent, fo that they bore the ftrongeft 
refemblance imaginable to apes. After thele Hottentots had been confined for fotne 
time at the Cape, they loft their colour, and became almoft white. 

On the 28 th of June, the Javanefe here celebrated their new-year. For this pur- 
pofe they had decorated an apartment in a houfe with carpets, that covered the ceil¬ 
ing, walls, and floor. At fame diftance from the fartheft wall an altar was raifed, 
from the middle of which a pillar rofe up to the ceiling, covered with narrow flips of 
gilt paper and filk alternately : from above, downwards, ran a kind of lace between 
the projecting edges. At the bafe of this pillar were placed bottles with nofegays 
ftuek in them. Before the altar lay a cufhion, and on this a large hook. The 
women, who were all Handing or fitting near the door were neatly drafted, and the 
men wore night-gowns of filk or cotton. Frankincenfe was burned. I he men fat 
crgfs-legged on the floor, difperfed all over the room. Several yellow wax-candles 
were lighted up. Many of the affembly had fans, which they found veiy ufeful for 
cooling themfelves in the great heat neceffarily produced by the affemblage of a great 
number of people in a fmall fpace. Two priefts were diftinguifhed by a ftnall conical 
cap from the reft, who wore handkerchiefs tied round their heads in the form of a 
turban. About eight in the evening the fervice commenced, when they began to 
ling, loud and foft alternately, fomerimes the priefts alone, at other times the whole 
congregation. After this a prieft read out of the great book that lay on the cufhion 
before the altar, the congregation at times reading aloud after him. I obferved them 
reading after the Oriental manner, from right to left, and imagined it to be the Alco¬ 
ran that they were reading, the Javanefe being moftly Mahometans. Between the 
ringing and reading, coffee was ferved up in cups, and the principal man of the con¬ 
gregation at intervals accompanied their ringing on the violin. I underftood after- 
wards, that this was a prince from Java, who had oppofed the interefts of the Dutch 
Eaft India Company, and for that reafon had been brought from his native country to 
the Cape, where he lives at the Company’s expence. 

On the 30th of June I vifited Paradife, and other farms belonging to the Company, 
and fituated below Table Mountain. Rondebofch is a villa belonging to the governor. 
On this eaftern fide, along Table Mountain, the fouth-eaft wind does not blow fo hard 
as at the Cape, for which reafon alfo both trees and Ihrubs grow here. Among other 
trees, the pine (pinus fylvejiris) was confpicnous by its elegant crown. Wild vines 
(Wilde Druyven, with vitiginea) made a diftinguifhed figure at this time with their red 
berries, which refembled cherries, and were eatable. 

In the beginning of July, I fet owt on an excurfion on foot, for a few days, to 
Conftahda and the neighbouring farms. In fome places rivulets ran acrois the road 
between the valleys down from the mountains, and at this time they were difficult 
to pafs. 

Ferruginous Hones (Eifer Klippen), or Hones containing iron, were found here, as 
well as nearer to the Cape. 

I obferved the clouds to be driven in contrary directions, the lower clouds coming 
from the fouth-eaft, and the upper being carried towards the fame quarter. 

The domeftic animals, which otherwife are kept in the open air throughout the 
whole country, were here flickered under a feed, that was open in the front. 

On my return to town, I had the opportunity of feeing a Chinefe burial. In their 
burying-ground, at a ihort diftance from the city, fmall ratans are ftuek up, fattened 
together with cotton-thread, fo as to form an arch or a vaulted roof over the tomb. 
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In a large hog that was killed, were found feveral round worms ( [lumbrki ), which 
was faid to be a common cafe here with thefe animals* 

July the 21 ft, I took a walk to Paarl and Stellenbofch, 

From the Cape the horizon, on the land fide, appears bounded by high mountains* 
that ftretch acrofs the whole country. The plain between the Cape and thefe moun¬ 
tains, which is one day’s journey long, is for the moil part an uncultivated traft of 
fand, and deflitute of water, which for the molt part is no where to be met with but 
near the fmaller fcattered hills, which lie about as it were infulated, and without any 
very evident connexion with each other. A traveller who has not been provident 
enough to bring water with him, has no other refource for affuaging his thirfl in this 
burning heat, than llrifldy to examine, whether any black fhepherds are to be found 
attending their mailer’s flocks in the neighbourhood, who may either have water 
themfelves, or may be able to inform him where to find it. In the winter feafon, 
however, on account of the frequent rains, large tracts of this plain lie under water* 
The name of Kapock-bird was given to a very fmall bird, that forms its nefl (which 
is as curious as it is beautiful, and is of the thicknefs of a coarfe worfted flocking) 
from the down ( pappus eriocephali) of the wild rofemary-tree (Wilde Rofmaryn). 

In the months of April and May the feed is put into the ground; but in June and 
July the earth, which often has lain fallow for feveral, fometimes ten, twelve, and fif¬ 
teen years, is ploughed up. The larger bufhes are previoufly pulled up by the roots, 
and the fmaller ones left for the plough ; all the bufhes are then colle£led, and burnt 
on the field, which are richly manured by the allies. The fpots on which the com- 
buftion has been performed, always produces a thicker and more luxuriant grafs than 
ufua!; fo that fuch places are eafily diftinguifhable in a meadow by the high tufts of 
grafs. The wheat here was faid to yield, in general, at the rate of eight and ten, but 
frequently fifteen, twenty, and twenty-five to one ; whereas in many other places again, 
the produce is {till more abundant* I was even told, that at one farm fourteen 
bufhels of feed had produced about fifty-five quarters of grain. 

The ant-eater, or Aardvarken ( ?nyrmecophaga\ digs large holes in the earth, in 
which in the day-time he lies fecure from his enemies. The country was full of fuch 
holes. This animal was faid to be fo flrong, that feveral oxen together would not be 
able to drag it out of its retreat, It digs very expeditioufly. The flefh of it is eaten, 
and efpecially the hams, when hung up and dried. It lives on feveral forts of ants, 
efpecially the large red ones, which build their hillocks of clay, and are very common, 
increafing every year. 

The daughters of the colonifts are fometimes with child by their fathers’ black 
Oaves, In this cafe, in confideradon of a round fum of money, a hufband is generally 
provided for the girl, but the Have is fent away from that part of the country,, 

Hofpitality is carried to a great length among the formers throughout all this country, 
infomuch that a traveller may, without being at any expence either for board or lodg¬ 
ing, pafs a longer or fhorter time with thefe people, who with the greatefl cordiality 
receive and entertain ftrangers. On the contrary, a flranger finds it very dear living 
in town, where he is obliged to pay at leaft a dollar, if not a dollar and a half, per day 
for his board and lodging. 

The formers in general make four regular meals a day, viz. breakfoft at feven, dinner 
at eleven, their afternoon’s luncheon at four, and fupper at eight, 

A foldier here is not at liberty to marry, left, as in this cafe he muft live with his wife 
out of the citadel, he fhould run in debt in the town, and, in confequence of this, incur 
the ufual punifhment, which is tranfportation to Batavia. Neverthelefs, it would be 
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much better that a foldier or corporal Ihould be at liberty to marry, and, receiving his 
pay, do his duty; and on thofe days, when he is exempted from duty, earn his liveli¬ 
hood by teaching, or by fome trade : and although many, as daily experience evinces, 
for want of this regulation, fall into bad courles, and ruin themfelves by connexions 
with black women; not to mention, that a married foldier, in cafe of a war fuper- 
vening, always fights for his country, his wife and children, with greater courage and 
fpirit than another; yet, in defiance of reafon and common fenfe, all fuch men are 
obliged to quit the fervice and become free citizens. This freedom, however, they do 
not'obtain but on condition of entering again into the Company’s fervice, ifneceffity 
Ihould require, and this in the fame capacity as that in which they left it. 

Though the town is entirely under the Company’s jurifdi&ion, and confequently is 
fubjedt to the governor and fifcal; yet, in what concerns the management of its parti¬ 
cular affairs, it has its own mayor and aldermen, with other neceffary officers. 

The burghers, both in the town and throughout the whole country, are enrolled as 
militia-men for the defence of the colony, being divided into feveral companies of foot 
and horfe, and commanded by officers from among their own body. They meet every 
year to do their exercife, and in the town they go upon the municipal guard, &c. 

The dead are buried without either clergyman, prayers, or the ceremony of throw¬ 
ing earth on the body. 

The ceremonies of marriage and baptifm muff always be performed in the church; 
private baptifm, in cafe of neceffity, not being fuffered. 

Slaves are very feldom enfranchifed : the free blacks are not permitted to go upon 
the municipal guard but in time of war they are obliged to throw up batteries with 
their fpades, which are their weapons. They are commanded, however, by one of 
their own body. The Haves, whom each mafter of a family muff drive before him out 
of his houfe himfelf when required, againft the enemy, are alfo formed into companies. 
The burghers, as well as the fervants of the Company, are then ftationed each at his 
poll. jUi the civil officers are ftationed within the cattle, and others at the batteries in 
different places. 

In the month of Auguft the winter drew near to its end, and the fields began to be 
decorated with flowers; it therefore now became neceffary for me to think of fuch pre¬ 
parations as would be ufeful and requifite for me in my approaching long journey into 
the interior part of the country j a journey, relative to which a promife had been given 
me, that 1 Ihould make it in a great meafure at the Company’s expence. 

I therefore provided myfelf with neceffary cloaths, as well as with boxes and bags, for 
collecting roots and feeds, with boxes and pins for infers, a keg of arrack for preferv- 
ing ferpents and amphibious animals, cotton and boxes for fluffing and keeping birds in, 
cartridge-paper for the drying of plants, tea and bifcuits for my own ufe, and tobacco to 
diftribute among the Hottentots, together with fire-arms, and a large quantity of pow¬ 
der, ball, and fhot of various kinds. Shoes for the fpace of four months were no in- 
confiderable article in this account, as the leather prepared in the Indies is by no 
means Itrong; befides, that it is quite cut to pieces, or foou worn out, by the fharp 
ftones that occur every where in the mountains* 

My equipage confifted of a fad die-horfe, a cart covered with a fail-cloth, like an am¬ 
munition-waggon, and three yoke of oxen, by which it was to be drawn through the 
whole of the journey. My travelling companions were Auge, the gardener, who had 
before made eighteen journeys of different leugrhs into the country, and was now to be 
my lure and faithful guide; M. I.umelman, a youth, the foil of a lieutenant in the 
army, together with Leonhardi, a ferjeanr, who undertook this tedious journey for th e 


16 thunberg’s account or the cafe op good hope. 

fake of fhooting the larger animals and birds; and laflly, two domefticated Hottentots, 
one of whom was to drive, and the other to lead our oxen. 

Every one that travels in this country performs his journey pretty nearly in the follow¬ 
ing way: A large waggon, worth from one hundred and twenty to two hundred dol¬ 
lars, and covered with a large tilt of fack-cloth, is commonly drawn by five or fix yoke 
of oxen, which are driven by a man with a long whip, but led through the rivulets and 
by the farms. The horfes are but weak in this part of the world, and find no where 
in Africa either pafture or water; confequently they cannot be ufed for long journeys. 
Nor are horfes employed for carrying any wares on their backs up to town from the farms 
that lie near it, but there are fome few wealthy perfons that now and then put two or 
three pair of them into a waggon for Ihort journeys. Still, however, they are made ufe 
of all over the country for riding on. When farmers, that live far down m the country, 
go up to the Cape, they generally take five or fix fpare oxen with them, for the purpofe 
of changing cattle in a journey which lafts feveral weeks. The whip is an infirument 
which might feem to command refpeft, not only from the oxen, for whofe fervice it is 
principally deftined, but from every one elfe. 

Thus equipped, I fet out with my company from the Cape on the 7th of September 
for Jan Befis Kraal, a fraall grazing farm belonging to the Company, and fituated by 
the fea-fide, where we arrived at eleven o’clock. 

All over the fandy fields the protea hypophylla was feen creeping and procumbent, 
with its leaves Handing up erett on each fide of it. Near Eland’s Fontain (or Elk’s 
Fountain), a plant of this fpecies was feen Handing upright like a bufh, much refem- 
bling the former, but with broader leaves. 

We proceeded on our journey till twelve o’clock, when we came to another farm 
belonging to the Company, called Riet Valley; afterwards to MoHert’s Farm ; and 
laHly, palling by Brack Fontain, we came to Groene Kloof (the Green Valley), a con- 
fiderable grazing farm belonging to the Company, at the diltance of eight hours’ jour¬ 
ney from°the Cape. In this pleafant place we remained a whole week, as well becaufe 
we found a great deal to collect here, as becaufe that, in confequence of the refraction 
of the fun-beams from the burning fand, I was unfortunately attacked with a very 
violent inflammation in my eyes, which I did not eafily get rid of. 

The country has indeed been much inhabited and cultivated by the European colonifls, 
but as yet no mile-Hones have been fet up, nor have the farms and rivers every where re¬ 
ceived fuitable names. The farms are frequently called after their owners, and the 
diflances between places are meafured by the time required to travel over them in a 
waggon drawn by oxen, which anfwers pretty exactly to a fea-Ieague per hour. All 
this occafions travellers a great deal of trouble, and is the caufe that I am obliged to call 
the places, whicn I pafled in my travels, by the Dutch names, by which they are known 

on the fpot, , 

The fandy and low plains, which we traverfed, abounded at this tirne m bulbous 
plants, befides others which were now fprung up in confequence of the heavy rains 
that had fallen during the winter, and which, with their infinitely varied flowers, deco¬ 
rated thefe otherwife naked heaths. 

The roots (bulbt) of the iris edttiis, when boiled and ferved up at table, tafied much 
like potatoes. 

The African flowers vary greatly as to colour, efpecially on the upper part, and are 
more conflant on the under part. 

Flamingoes ( pheznicopterm ruber) were feen in abundance, wading every where in the 
ponds and puddles, in which were found alfo ducks and fnipes ( fcohpax Capen/ts), In 
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the plains were heard among the bufiies the Korrhaan (Otis). The Haantje (a fmall 
bird), and deer of various kinds were feen running about, fuch as Harte-beefts (capra 

dorcas\ Steen-boks (capra grimmia), divers (capra -), as well as the ftately 

oftrich, diftinguilhed by its black feathers from its grey females. 

A clay, impregnated with fulphur, was fhown me, which is to be found near a foun¬ 
tain hard-by Paard Mountain. 

The feed-veffels of a fpecies of Euphorbia, pulverized, were ufed for poifoning 
wolves. 

Here I faw, for the firft time, the oleum rieini , or caftor oil. The feeds were faid 
to be boiled in water, and the oil is flammed off as it rifes, which is taken,' in as large 
a dofe as that of a tea-cup full, for a gentle purge. The leaves of the Ihrub dried, and 
applied round the head, were affirmed to be ferviceable in the head-ache. 

On the 14th, we paffed Oranie Fontein, or Orange Fountain, and Uyle Kraal, or 
the Owl’s Kraal, in our way to The Fontein, or Tea Fountain, a journey of fix hours j 
and afterwards paffing by Elk’s Fountain (Eland’s Fontein), got to Saldahna Bay the 
next day. 

The farmers on this fide of the Cape have neither vineyards nor much arable land, 
but, inftead of thefe, plenty of cattle. Butter is made here every day, in a churn like 
a pump ; and the butter-milk, excellent as it is, is thrown out to the calves and dogs. 
Indeed, they fcarcely allow their milk to cream beforehand. As to houfehold furni¬ 
ture, they were in great want of it. 

We left our faddle-horfes at a farmer’s houfe; after which, we croffed the harbour 
in a veffel to the Company’s poft, where we ftaid feveral days. 

Here was plenty of game, confifting of antelopes, ducks, and other animals. 

The expreffed juice of the fow-thiftle (fonchus oleraceus\ was ufed for cleanfing 
and healing ulcers. 

The black juice of the cuttle-filh (fepia), mixed up with vinegar, was ufed for 
making ink. This animal has real eyes, confifting of a cornea, choroidea, and a crys¬ 
talline lens, with all the humours ufually found in the eye. 

Among the fervants I found Elifeus Hyphoff, who was in the capacity of a cook 
here, and was the fon of M. Hyphoff, director of the bank in Stockholm. 

The album major grew in this neighbourhood tall, ftraight, and elegant. Its fuc- 
culent ftalk, which is rather mucilaginous, is chewed by the Hottentots and other tra¬ 
vellers, by way of quenching their thirft. 

There were a great many fand-banks in the harbour, which were feen at low-water. 

Grafs grew on the iilands in abundance j but there were neither fheep nor oxen in 
them. 

While I was botanizing, I found a dead tiger near the Ihore. He had probably 
been eating fome poifonous plants, and afterwards went in queft of water, before he 
fell down. 

On the iftands without and round Saldahna. Bay, feals ( pboca ) were caught in abund¬ 
ance, from the blubber of which a good and ufeful oil was prepared. The Ikins of 
the finaller fort of thefe animals are ufed only for fhooting-bags and tobacco-pouches. 
The large feals, I was told, would weigh fourteen or fifteen hundred weight. With 
relpefl to thefe creatures, a difagreeable accident had happened here lately : a foldier 
was fent out to flioot them, and having wounded one of them, which lay as though it 
were dead, he went to open a vein in order to draw off its blood, as the oil is fuppofed 
to be the better for this operation, when on a fudden die feal caught hold of his hand, 
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which the foldier pulling back in hafte, his thumb was bitten off, and the tendon drawn 
out to a great length. 

From Saldahna Bay we returned to The Fontein, and, at a farm there, had an op¬ 
portunity of feeing with what dexterity the peafants perform the caftrarion of their 
oxen, fifty of which, two years old, and one at three years, went through this opera¬ 
tion in one evening. The cord of a whip was fattened round the horns, and a rope 
round one of the hind-legs. The animal being by this means thrown down on one 
fide, its four legs were tied together* They then cut with a knife on the exterior fide 
through all the integuments quite to the teflicle; after this, they laid hold of the tefti- 
cle and fcraped the funiculus, continually twitting it at the fame time, till the tefticle 
came away. 

Great complaints were made of the feed-vefiels of the rumex fpmofus (Dubelties), 
which grew very common here, as the fharp prickles of them cut the feet of the Caves 
and others, who walked bare-footed. 

In wet years, the pharnaceum mollugo (Muggekruyd) grows copioufly here, and is 
faid to make the cattle, that feed on it, very fat. 

Difficult as it is to come within reach of it, we at laft fliot a Korhaan, a bird which 
in its flight cries, kok-karri, kok-carri. 

The Secretary Bird (Jalco fecretarius)^ made its appearance frequently, with Its 
beautiful head and long legs; it runs very faft, and lives on the ferpents it catches* I 
was told, that its young axe not reared without difficulty, as they are very apt to break 
their legs. Yet I faw at Conttantia an old bird that was tame. They lay two or three 
eggs, and are faid to build their nefts with twigs upon buflies. They are almoft always 
found folitary, and in no great abundance* 

The black-berries of a bufh called Kraijebofch, or Crow-bufh, were greedily de¬ 
voured by the crows at the Cape- 

On the 25th, we left The Fontein, and ferried over Berg-Rivier (Mountain River)* 

The root of Anife (Anys Wortel) was eaten here roafted, and tatted well; it is 
either roafted in the embers, or boiled in milk, or elfe ftewed with meat The farmers 
fometimes make their Caves dig up a large quantity of them, which they fell in town. 

The root of the Gatagay is likewife roafted in the embers and eaten, but has a bad 
and difagreeable Eafte. 

Wherever we went, we obferved a black-beetle (trkhius latkollis) occupied the 
whole day throughout in rolling large balls of dung with its hind-feet, and conftantly 
going backwards. With its fore-feet it digs large holes in the fand, and alfo throws 
the fand on one fide with its fcutellum. It probably lays its eggs in thefe balls, which 
it afterwards buries in the fand. More than once we obferved two of the infects here 
fpoken of aflifting each other in rolling away one of thefe balls. 

The oats brought hither from Europe are now looked upon as the worft of weeds in 
this country, as the grains are eafilv Ciaken out of the ears by the violence of the 
%vinds that prevail here, and Towing themCdves, choak up all the other corn. It is to 
no purpofe to lay a piece of land fo fpoiled fallow for leveral years, for when the field 
comes to be ploughed up, the oats, having lain unhurt in the ground, fiioot up afrefL 

They gave the name of nightingale (Nachtigall) to a bird, which in its notes and 
geftures imitated feveral other birds. 

The Oppblazers (j> 7 ieu?nora\ a kind of grafs-hopper, were caught in the evening. 
After ftm-fet they begin to make a Angular noife, by rubbing their barbed legs againfl 
their empty and tranfparent ftotnach. It was fuppofed that this found was heard at a 
great diftance. As I perceived that thefe, like many other nocturnal infedts, were 
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fond of light, I ordered a large fire to be made in the field, near which they were 
caught, while they were marching up to it. Their whole body is, as it were, a bladder, 
and fo empty, that thefe creatures cannot be carried about fluck through with a pin, 
like other infects. 

Nefts of finches (loxia) made of the ftalks of grafs, curioufly interwoven, hung on 
the branches of trees over ponds, with a long and narrow neck, by which the bird ufed 
to enter. This neck prevented the birds of prey from getting at the young ones, and 
the water, over which the neft hung on low lhrubs and bullies, kept oft foxes and other 
beafts of prey. 

The cattle were liable to various grievous dittempers, of which they fomenmes alfo 


The bloody ficknefs (Blaar or Bloodziekte) is a difeafe of the cattle, in which the 
veins all over the body are extremely turgid. Letting of blood and violent exercife 
were faid to be ferviceable in this diftemper. 1 he flefh of fuch beafts as die of it, is 
not eatable. 

The fpongy ficknefs (Sponziekte) begins in this manner; firlt a foot fweils, and then 
by degrees the whole body. This diforder fomedmes laft three days, but at other times 
proves fatal in as many hours. If the foot is taken off immediately, the creature’s life 
may be laved. The flefh of fiich an animal Iikewife is not eatable # this diftemper, in 
my opinion, can proceed from no other caule than the bite of fome ferpent, a kind of 
reptile, which, in this warm quarter of the globe, is but too common. 

The lame diftemper (Laamziekte) is, when the cattle are unable to Hand. It comes 
on gradually, and is flow in its progrefs. After the death of the animal the bones of 
its legs are found to be quite empty, and without marrow j inftead of which they are 
filled with water. 

The horned cattle, as well as horfes, are afflicted with the ftranguary, or a retention 
of their urine, after feeding on the Euphorbia Geniftoides, which contains a milk that 
does no injury to the ftoniach and bowels, but corrodes the bladder, and efpecially ob- 
ftriufts the urinary paflages. If the penis is prefled, this vifcid matter is fqueezed out. 
The peafants therefore either prefs it out, or with a draw pufh it back again. When 
the cattle are fupplied with good and frefh water, this difeafe cannot get the upper hand ; 
but in fummer, when the water is thick and impure, fo that it cannot dilute the peccant 
matter, the cattle die. 

On the right fide of Groote Berg Rivier (or Great Mountain River) was feen Ribeck- 
caftle, which is a high and large folitary mountain; and to the left, Picket-berg. We 
paffed by the Honing-bergen, and in the evening arrived at a farm belonging to one 

Griling. . £ 

On the 26th we croffed the river called Four-and-twenty-River, and came to the raim 
of Arnhem, from thence to little Mountain River, and farther through Rood Zands- 
kloof (Red-fand Valley) to Waferfland or Roode Zand. The cleft, through which we 
paffed from the fandy plain, that lies low towards the Cape, but gradually riles till it 
comes to Roode Zand, is one of the few chafins left by the long ridge of mountains, 
through which it is pofiible for a waggon to pafs, though, perhaps, not entirely without 
danger. In fome places it was fo narrow, that two waggons could not pafs each other. 
At fuch narrow paffes as this, it is ufual for the drivers to give feveral terrible loud 
fmacks with their long whips, which are heard at the diftance of feveral miles, fo that 
the waggon that arrives firft may get through unimpeded, before another enters it. 

As foon as we had paffed the mountains as far as to Roode Zand, the country appeared 
much higher than the fide from which we came. At one end this country is bounded 
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by high mountains, called Winter-hoek (or Winter-corner), becaufe their tops, almoft 
the whole year throughout, are covered with fnow; at the other end it is open, with a 
range of mountains projecting into it, and forming an angle, called Moftertlhoek, and 
grows wider and wider the nearer it approaches to the foutb. 

We took up our lodging with a man of the name of De Vett, a defendant of one of 
the French families, which came with the firft colonifts that fettled in this part of Africa, 
to lay out vineyards, and plant fruit-trees. 

Tintirinties is a name given to a fpecies of ornitbsgalum, with a white flower, from 
the found it produced, when two ftalks of it were rubbed againft each other. 

In order to give our cattle time to reft a little, and, in foine meafure, recover their 
loft flelh, we paffed almoft a fortnight at this agreeable place, during which time we ' 
had the opportunity of drying the plants and feeds we had already collefted, and of 
vifiting all the hills and mountains in the environs. 

On the 28th, therefore, we fet out on an excurfion acrofs the cataract and the moun¬ 
tains, to a fadler’s, named Swieger, and the next day went on to a man of the name of 
Olivier, with whom we left our horfes, and afcended the mountain on foot. 

On the 1 ft of October, we made an incurfion over Mount Witfen - t on the other fide 
of which was a tract of land, or rather a cleft in the mountain, narrower than Roode 
Zand, but about four times higher. From this eminence, Table-mountain, near the 
Cape, was Feen: and by reafon of the coldnefs of this place, and the backwardnefs of 
the fummer, the plants flowered here at leaft one month later, than in other parts of 
the country. Snow frequently falls here to the height of three feet, which lies feveral 
daysj but higher up on the mountain, a ftill longer time. Behind this valley, moun¬ 
tains were feen, and behind thefe, ftill higher ridges of other mountains; on the other 
fide of which, the Bokkevelden or Goat-fields, were faid to be fituated. In this nar¬ 
row, lofty, and cold trail of land, there were feveral grazing farms, but no corn was 
cultivated there, as this latter commodity could not be tranfported from thence over the 
mountains. It took us up a full hour to pafs the mountain on horfeback. 

Being returned to Roode Zand, the much celebrated Snake-ftone (Slange-fteen) was 
Ihown to me, which few of the farmers here could afford to purchafe, it being fold at a 
high price, and held in great efteem. It is imported from the Indies, efpecially from 
Malabar, and cofts feveral, frequently ten or twelve, rix-'dollars. It is round and convex 
on one fide, of a black colour, with a palealh-grey fpeck in the middle, and tubulated, 
with very minute pores. When thrown into water, it caufes bubbles to rife, which is a 
proof of its being genuine, as is alfo, that if put into the mouth, it adheres to the palate. 
When it is applied to any part that has been bitten by a ferpent, it flicks fall to the 
wound, and extracts the poifon; as foon as it is faturated, it falls off of itfelf. If it be 
then put into milk, it is fuppofed to be purified from the poifon it had abforbed, and the 
milk is faid to be turned blue by it. Frequently, however, the wound is fcarified with 
a razor, previous to the application of the ftone. 

I was informed that the Hottentots, when bitten by a ferpent, immediately go in 
fearch of a toad, with which they rub the wound, and thus effect a perfect cure. They 
have alfo the art of extracting the poifon, by caufing another perfon to apply his mouth 
to the wound, and fuck it, after fcarifying the flelh all round it with a knife. 

A ferpent (Coluber /cut. adb. igy./quam. caudal. 124) was found here, called the 
Boomflang (or tree-ferpent), on account of its being frequently found in trees. The 
length of it was eight feet j fupra totus fttfcus , fquamis lima eievata carmath ; fubtus 
tetus jlavefcens. 
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The Tulbaghia Alliacea (Wilde Knofflook, or wild garlic), the root of which fmells 
very ftrong of garlic, was reported to be a charm for ferpents. 

With the poifon of ferpents, and the juice of the Sideroxvlum Toxiferum (Gift-boom, 
or poifon-tree), the Hottentots poifon their arrows, which they ufe againft antelopes and 
wild buffaloes, as alfo againft their enemies. 

The fcrota of Iheep are foinetimes ferved up at table, roafted, and tailed very well, 
but were apt to rife on the ftomach. 

The Aponogeton Diftachyon (Waater Uynties, or water lilies) grew in many places, 
in {hallow puddles of water, very plentifully, and from its white flowers that floated on 
the water, exhaled a moft fragrant odour. The roots roafted, were reckoned a great 
delicacy. 

Cucumbers, which were cultivated in die gardens, were ferved up at table, by way 
of defert, being pickled firft in fait water, and afterwards ill vinegar, with Cayenne 
pepper. 

From a deception of the folanum nigrum (or deadly night-lhade) and the ftmehus 
oleraceus (or fow-thiftle), which were found growing wild near ahnoft every farm-houfe, 
were formed, with wax and lard, fome excellent falves, for healing of wounds and 
ulcers of all kinds, remedies which were as common as they were approved. 

The fvvallows (hirundo rujlica) were now, in the months of September and Oftober, 
extremely bufy in the mornings and evenings in building their nefts, and that in the 
very houfes of the farmers, the doors of which are feldom Ihut; fometimes, though 
very feldom, they fix their habitations in the clefts of rocks. They build their nefts 
here of clay, which they work up with their bills, and carry in fmall feraps to their 
habitations, which thus become daily more round and complete. The fwallows, which 
conftantly return hither at this time, migrate every year from hence, as they do in- 
Europe, without the country-people being able to after tain whither they retire during 
winter. 

A report that was very general at Roode Zand, ftruck me with the greateft aftonilh- 
ment, and excited my curiofity in the higheft degree. The inhabitants all allured 
me in one voice, that there was a bulh to be found on the mountains, on which grew 
various wonderful products, fuch as caps, gloves, worfted ftockings, &c. of a fub- 
ftance refembling a fine plulh. I importuned almoft every body in the neighbourhood 
to procure me, if poflible, fome of thefe marvellous products, and I refolved not to 
leave the place till I Ihould have unriddled this myftery. In the courfe of a few days, 

1 had feveral of the leaves brought me down from the mountains, which were covered 
with a very thick lhag or down ( [lomentam ), and very much refembled white velvet. 
The girls, who were ufed to the management of thefe leaves, began immediately, with 
fingular dexterity and nicety, to ftrip off this downy coat, whole and entire as it was, 
without rending it. After it had been taken off in this manner, it was turned iniide 
outwards; when the green veins of the leaf appeared on one fide. Accordingly, as 
the leaf was more or lefs round or oval, divers of the abovementioned articles were 
formed out of it, the Ihape being now and then aflilted a little by the ftiffars. The 
ftalks of the leaves furnilhed ftockings and ladies’ fingered gloves $ the fmaller leaves, 
caps. So that the matter was not quite fo wonderful, as it was wonderfully related. 
But in the mean-time, it remained ftill for me to find out to what plant thefe leaves 
belonged, and this forced me to climb up myfelf the higheft fummits of the moun¬ 
tains, where they grow. The plant, indeed, was not fcarce in thole places, but 
it coft me a great deal of trouble before I could find one in flower, or in feed, and 
when I did, I was convinced that this plant belongs to the genus of bupleurum 
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gigantsmu The downy coat, refembling fine wool, being well dried, was alfo ufed 
for tinder, and anfvvered the purpofe extremely well. 

Rocde Zand has a fine church, and its own appropriate minifter. To this pari/h, 
all who live farther down in the country mull neceflarily belong; though they 
fcarcely come more than once a year up to the church, on which occafion they gene¬ 
rally bring their children with them to be baptized. 

On the 6th, having made here a fine collection of plants, birds, and feeds, and our 
cattle being perfectly refrelhed, we left this beautifol fpot, and penetrated into the 
country over leveral rivers, fuch as Harte-beeft’s Rivier (where we took up our lodg¬ 
ing for the fir ft night with Michael de Ploi), Hex Rivier, Breede Rivier, and fo on to 
Matties Valley and Brand fteeg, and crofting Mattjes Kloof, arrived at the houte of 
Peter de Wett, near the hot bath, where we refted a day for the fake of ufmg the bath, 
and of vifiting the neighbouring mountains. 

Before we reached De Ploi’s houfe, near Harte-beeft’s Rivier, we pafied by a njoun- 
tain called Slangenkop (ferpent’s head), which may, perhaps, be confidered as the 
moft remarkable in its kind. It ftands feparated from the other ridges of mountains, 
like a large folitary rock, and is not very high. On one fide of it is a large and deep 
crevice, which makes this rock remarkable, as every autumn almoft all the ferpents 
of the neighbourhood creep into it, and affemble together, in order to remain there 
fecure and unmolefted, during their torpid ftate. Towards fummer, when the heat 
begins to fet in, ferpents of many different kinds, and frequently coiled up together in 
large knots, are feen coming out from this hole, in order to fpread themfelves after¬ 
wards all over the fields, each to its refpeftive place of abode, and by means of proper 
food, to recover the flefli which they have loft in this retreat. 

The eolutea vejicatoria bruifed, was ufed in difeafes of the eyes. The pyrm cydania , 
(or Quince-tree), grew here, being planted out for hedges. 

The hot-bath has its fource at the foot of the mountain, on the eaft fide of the ridge, 
in a fandy foil. The fprings are feven in number, one of which is very large, com¬ 
pared with the others. The fecond or uppermoft, is of a niidling fize, to the fouth- 
ward of which the firft is fituated, and the third clofe by it. Below thefe is a fourth, 
and the fifth is fituated a few yards farther off, and between thefe two the fixth, 
which does not fpring up in any one regular place, but bubbles up alternately out of 
feveral places. The lowermoft is the largeft, and boils with great force. The water 
is quite boiling-hot, fo as even to be fit for fcalding animals in. The fmoke is feen to 
rife as it were out of a pot boiling over the fire, and continues fo to do in the ftream 
that runs down from it, , to the diftance of two mufket-lhots. The fides and bottom 
of the channel have no fediment; but a green Conferva grows in it. The Hones that 
lay in the channel, and at this time were elevated a little above the furface of the water, 
were neverthelefs covered with a grey coat, and in the channel a foft Hone was 
found, -which might be fcraped with a knife, and was ufed inftead of chalk. A piece 
of blue woollen cloth did not change its colour in the water, neither did blue fugar- 
paper, a fign that the water contained no acid. By fugar of lead it was no other wife 
affefted than that it acquired the colour of milk, and with powder of Peruvian bark 
it became rather brown. The vein runs always equally ftrong, without increafing 
or dintinilhmg; yet the water was faid to be hotter in fummer. Linen may be wafhed 
in it, without being coloured by it, and meat may be boiled in the ufual manner in 
the bath itfelf, without acquiring any difagreeable tafte; all which proves the purity of 
this water. 
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From the fprings, the water, in running down, gathers together into feveral cavities 
of different fizes, in which people may fit down to ufe the bath. Over two of thefe 
pits finall huts were erefted for the convenience of the Company; and to thefe cold 
water could be brought at pleafure from a ftream that ran down from the mountains* 
Indeed, it would be too venturefome to go alone into this bath; as the heat of the 
water, which increafes the palpitation of the heart, drives the blood into the ex¬ 
tremities ; and the veins of the lower parts of the body, which are in the bath, become 
fo expanded, that the blood is derived in too great a quantity from the head, and one 
is in danger of falling into a fwoon in a quarter of an hour. Sometimes both naufea 
and vomiting fupervene. 

Among the invalids, who were here at this time for the benefit of their health, were 
two who had a peculiar claim to our pity- The one was a countryman, who had a 
malignant ulcer in his ftpmach, in confequence of being gored by a mifchievous ox : 
he could not take any thing into his ftomach except a very fmall quantity of the bath 
water, as he vomited continually* The other was a fiave, who had a large flefhy ex- 
crefcence on his right fhoulder, which had puflied the arm out of joint before; this 
was occafioned by a finart blow on the fiioulder-blade, that he had received by a fail. 

The mefembryanthemuty edule grew T here in great abundance, and efpecially in the 
fandv plains, and was called Hottentots figs (Hottentots Vygen) the fruit when ripe 
and peeled, tafting tolerably well ; it varies greatly in the colour of its bloffoms, w hich 
are fometimes red ; at other times, carnation,,, yellow, or white* 

On the 9th of October we pafied over Maurice’s Heights to Koree* From this hill 
the mountain, in one of its floping fides, was feen to confifl of fiate (fchtfius fcripiura 
Candida) in laminas, but very brittle and unfit for writing upon* On the other fide of 
this eminence were feen alfo the Carrow Plains, which are very dry, fterile, and bare 
of grafs, being covered with a great number of fucculent plants only, and bu files* 
The prickly bu/h of the arduina btfpinofa now bore ripe berries, which were faid to 
be eaten by the Hottentots. 

I had here an opportunity of feeing the fame operation performed upon a great 
number of Iambs, as I had before feen done with refpefl to oxen: the farmer himfelf 
caftrating them with a fmall knife, with which he laid open thefcrotum* The teftides 
then were drawn out fucceflively, and very dexteroufiy feparated* 

In this place, where the farms ft and clofer together than elfevriiere, the fiieep were 
marked, and particularly in the ears* When it rained any great length of time, the 
iheep grew ftiff, and fome of them died. In confeqimnce of this, they were alfo at¬ 
tacked with the dropfy (afcites), which the peafants cured by tapping them in the 
belly* 

The fheep are fometimes fiiorn in this country, though the wool is feldom made ufe 
of; but the flieep-fkins are frequently given to the fiaves unfhorn* 

The zygophytlum morgfana , a handfcme ihrub, now adorned the hills with its bloffoms, 
and appeared to be very proper for arbours* 

A place or fold, where ftieep as vrell as horned cattle were inclofed in the open air, 
was called a Kraal. This place was always near the houfe. It was furrounded either 
by a mud-wall or by very prickly bufhes. For the purpofe of letting the cattle in or 
out, an opening was left, before which was placed a gate or door* In thefe parts, 
where there was plenty of wood, thefe kraals were inclofed by felled trees, confifting 
-of the niimofa nihiica and arduina bifpimfa , the moll: prickly of any almoft in ali 
Africa. Thefe fences keep off wolves, foxes, and other beafts of prey, as well in 
confequence of their breadth, as by their prickles* 
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motley coloured glafs-beads in feveral rows. Some of them wore rings of iron, brais, 
or leather round their arms. A ffieep-fkin, thrown over their hips, and another over 
their back, conftituted the whole of their apparel. The tobacco-pipe was continually in 
their mouths. They fubfift upon their cattle, and upon bulbous roots, which they 
are very ready at finding out and digging up in the fields. 

For want of clocks, the colonifts always meafure time by the courfe of the fun. 

On the 23d and 24th we paffed over Krakous Rivier, and Krakous Heights (Krakous 
Hoogt), and at noon arrived at Vett Rivier, and afterwards croffing this river, paffed 
by feveral farm-houfes. 

In thefe plains the aloe-tree {aloe perfoliata ), from the leaves of which the gum aloe 
diftils, grew in greater abundance than I ever obferved it to do in any other place. 

The fheep fiere were feeding on various poifonous plants, fuch as the rbus lucidum, 
lyctum afrum , &c. " 

On the 25th we vifited Martin Lagrans, at Palmit Rivier, a farmer, who had as 
many fowls as fupplied him with a hundred eggs every day. 

From thence croffing Zoet-melks Rivier (New-milk River), and paffing by Zvvarte 
Valley, or Black Vale, we came to a farm called Wei te Vrede (Well fatisfied) near 
Valfe Rivier (or Falfe River). ■ _ 

Hard-by Zvvarte Valley, to the left, the rock plainly appeared to contain iron. 

On the 27th paffing by Groote Valley, or the Great Valley, and croffing the broad 
river, called Goud’s River, we arrived at Daniel Pinard’s. 

Here we were informed, the rabies canina and vulpina had prevailed. 

I obferved that the peafants here praftifed a curious method of clearing their poultry- 
houfes from vermin. Thefe houfes are conflxucted of clay, almoft like large ovens 
and when they are infected with vermin, the owners have nothing more to do, than to 
put a little ftraw into them, and fet it on fire, in order to be rid of thofe unwelcome 

guefts. , 

On the 28th, we paffed by a large rock, which, on account of its harbouring bees, 
has obtained the name of the Honey Rock (Honing Klip), and reached a farm-houfe, 
fituated near Attaquas Kloof. The Honey Rock yields, at a great diftance, a remark¬ 
able echo, that repeats feveral fyllables fucceffively, on which account it was an objeft 
of attention to us in this place. 

The wood of the olive-tree {oka capenfts), which was white and very heavy, ferved 
to make chairs of. 

It is true, wheat was not fown here in great quantities, but the foil was faid to be 
fo fertile, and the roots of the thinly-fown corn to branch out fo much, that every 
grain always produced feveral ears. They affured us that they had frequently counted 
twenty, nay, as far as eighty ears, that proceeded from one root. This I conceived 
to be fcarcely credible, and in order to gain more accurate information on this fubjeft, 
I undertook to count them myfelf in the field; when I found, that from tine Angle 
grain of wheat, a great many ears had frequently fprung up, though the number of 
thofe that I examined, did not amount to more than one and forty. 

The Hottentots we had hitherto met with in our expedition had either been brought 
up by the Europeans, or in the neighbourhood of their farms, and confequently were 
often much altered from their natural Rate. Thofe we vifited now, and efpecially after 
this period, lived moftlyat a greater diftance from the Europeans, had fometimes vil¬ 
lages and families of their own, and prefented themfelves to us more and more in a 
ftate of nature, that is to fay, in the ftate in which we were defirous of becoming 
better acquainted with them. 

IO A century 
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A century ago it was much eafier to fearch into, and get acquainted with, the peculiar 
manners and mode of living of this people, at which period they dwelt nearer the Cape, 
were more numerous, and enjoyed their priftine liberty. Now, the way to their abodes 
is very long, their focieties fmall, their manners and way of life much altered, and the 
whole nation under great reftraint. 

Some of thofe that lived as fervants with the colonifts fpoke Dutch tolerably well. 
When the farmers firft fettled in this part of the world, they found the Hottentots to be 
very much afraid of gunpowder and fire-arms, not being able, as they expreffed them- 
felves, to form the leAft idea of their arrows, meaning their balls, of which, after they 
were (hot, they could not difcern the flight; nor of their fcrews, which they could not 
pull out again, as they could nails. 

We heard frequent mention made of a Hottentot, who had died a few years before, 
arid who, in confequence of having been tofled by a wild buffalo, had loft the whole of 
his lower jaw, notwithftanding which, he had lived twelve or thirteen years after the 
accident. He could not fpeak a word; as for his victuals, he pounded them between 
two ftones, (which are commonly ufed by the Hottentots inftead of a peftle and mortar,) 
and then crammed them down his throat with his fingers. He made, likewife, fhift to 
ftnoke tobacco, by holding his hand over the aperture. At laft he had the good for¬ 
tune to fhoot the very buffalo which had brought this difafter upon him. 

The leaves of the atragem viftcatoria were ufed by the country-people in this and, 
other places, inftead of Cantharides. Bruifed, and applied to any part of the body, in, 
the fpace of half an hour they raifed a large blifter, which keeps open a long time. 
The root alfo cut into Dices, and applied to any part of the body, draws fo powerfully, 
that if it lies on all night the fore will keep open for a month. This plant grew chiefly 
near the precipices of mountains, and is ufed in rheumatic and other pains. 

All along from Roode Zand, we had now proceeded nearly due fouth-eaft, through 
a country furrounded on both fides with mountains, of which the ridge that lay to the 
right of us was now at an end, without reaching as far as the fea-fliore. The ridge we 
had on our left ftretched ftill farther on, fo-that, as we wiftied to penetrate deeper into 
the country, we were under the neceffity of crofling it. 

Such a pafiage may be effected through Attaquas Kloof, a vale of fuch a length, that 
it requires almoft a day’s journey topafs through it. 

On the 29th, we took a refolution to fend our waggon this way, with Mr. Immelman, 
and to make a round on horfeback ourfelves, through the verdant and woody country 
of the Hautniquas, (which lay to the right of us, and extended quite to the fea-fliore,) 
and afterwards to crofs the mountains in another place, and join our waggon in Lange 
Kloof. 

With this view, paffing by Little and Great Black Rivers, we came to Zout Fontein, 
a farm, belonging to a man of the name of Vivier j afterwards we rode through a 
woody dale, and paft a colony, where we faw only a few Hottentots tending the cattle, 
and at laft arrived at Klein Fontein, or the Little Fountain, near Wittel’s Rivier. 

The following days we continued our journey paft two or three colonifts* houles, to 
George Bota, at his farm of Sandvliet, near Keerom Rivier, where we refted ourfelves 
a little. In our road we caught a yellow ferpent, fix inches long, and not venomous, 
under feme ftones. 

Of the bark of the anthyllisy the Hottentots have the art of making ropes, by means 
of which they afcend trees, as by a ladder, when they want to get honey out of them. 
For this purpofe, they firft tie anoofe round the trunk, in which they put one foot, then 
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they fatten another noofe higher up, and when mounted in that, untie the former, and 
fo on. 

Roads, that can be property fo called, are not to be found in all this fouthern part of 
Africa; yet the way which people in general take, when they travel, is pretty well 
beaten in the neighbourhood of the Cape ; farther down in the country, indeed, very 
often not the leaft veftige of a road appears. Therefore, in plains that are either very 
extenfive, or covered with underwood, it may eafily happen that a ‘traveller fhall lofe 
his way; fo that he ought to be well acquainted with, and accurately obferve, the 
marks, by which he may get into the right road again. He muft fee then whether 
there be any (beep’s-dung in the field, which (hews that there is a farm-houfe in the 
vicinity; and likewife, whether he can difcover any herds of cattle grazing, or any 
corn-field. 

The country here, in general, confided of extenfive plains, full of rich pafture, in- 
terfperfed with hillocks and valleys, that abounded in wood and water. 

The trees in the woods were large and tall, but for the moll part crooked and mif- 
(hapen, and at the fame time covered with mofs, like thofe in the northern regions. 

The Hottentot women here wore a little cockle-fhell ('nerita biftrio , and the cypraa 
moneta ), by way of ornament, both on their caps, and round their wrifts, in the form 
of bracelets. Their cap is a flip of buffalo leather, of a hand’s breadth, without any 
crown, ornamented on the outfide with thefe (hells in various rows, according to the 
different tafte and wealth of the owner. 

The Hottentots of this place had a cuftom, which is not general with this nation, of 
wearing a bag of leather, that hung by a (trap over their lhoulders, quite down on their 
hips. At the lower end it was ornamented with thongs of leather, like fringes, to 
which were tied (hells, that made a rattling noife. This bag ferved to keep various 
articles in. 

Other Hottentot women wore on their heads a ftriped conical cap, made of feveral 
narrow flips of black, white, and brown lamb-lkins, in their natural date, fewed toge¬ 
ther. Thefe caps were alfo, fometimes, decorated with glafs beads, fixed on them in 
various forms, or hanging down^like firings of pearls. 

Round their arms and legs they generally wore rings of ox-hides, which I had here 
the opportunity of feeing made. The (lips, cut from the hide, were beaten till they 
were quite round, and both the ends ftuck fo fall together, that it could not be per¬ 
ceived where they were joined. Thefe rings they afterwards forced over their feet, 
wearing, efpecially the women, fuch a number of them, as to cover half the leg or 
more. I have alfo fometimes feen them wa(h, and afterwards greafe thefe rings. 

In the eggs of oftriches, as I was informed, a (lone was fometimes found, which was 
fet, and ufed for buttons. 

There are inftances of an European’s having married a Hottentot woman, who has 
then been baptized. But it has more frequently happened, that a colonift, without 
regular marriage, has had feveral children by a Hottentot miftrefs, and that thefe chil¬ 
dren have been baptized when they were feveral years old. 

In many places I obferve the land to have been fet on fire for the purpofe of clearing 
it, though in a very different manner from what is done in the north. Divers plains 
here produce a very high fort of grafs, which being of too coarfe a nature, and unfit 
food for cattle, is not confumed, and thus prevents frefli verdure from (hooting up; 
not to mention that it harbours a great number of ferpents and beads of prey. Such a 
piece of land as this, therefore, is fet on fire to the end that new grafs may fpring up 
from the roots. Now if any of thefe places were overgrown with butties, thele latter 
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were burned quite black, and left Handing in this footy condition for a great length of 
time afterwards, to my great vexation, as well as that of other travellers, who were 
obliged to pafs through them. 

Almoft every day we were wet to the Ikin, in confequence of deluging fhowers of 
rain, which were fometimes accompanied with thunder. Though at this feafon they 
have always fine weather near the Cape, it appeared as if winter and the rainy feafon 
had not yet taken leave of this part of the country. The rain was the more trouble- 
fome to us, as, befides that \ve had no opportunity of getting fhelter here, agd the Ihort 
intervals of fun-fhine were’ notiufficient to dry us when wet to the Ikin ; the ground, like- 
wife, efpecially of the hills, was now fo wet and llippery, that our horfes being, accord¬ 
ing to the invariable cuftomof the country, unihod, Humbled continually, ^md in many 
places we were in great danger of breaking our arms and legs. 

On the 2d of November we were overtaken by fome remarkably heavy fhowers, 
when we eroded Ouaiinan’s Drift, a river which, like many other rivers here near the 
fea, rifes and falls with the tide ; and, after palling through feveral woody vales and 
rivers, at length arrived at Magerman’s Kraal, a colony or grazing-farm, belonging to 
Frederick Seelf. 

More weary and wet, or in a worfe plight, we never could have been, and worfe we 
could never have been accommodated than at this place. No European dwelt here, 
but a black female flave afted in her matter's abfence as miftrefs of the houfe, and had 
the fuperintendance over a great herd ot cattle, and over the Hottentots that tended 
them. The houfe was an oblong cottage, conftru&ed of timber, and daubed all over 
with clay. In this I and my companions, with a great number of Hottentots, were 
obliged to pafs the night, happy to have fome kind of flieker from the rain, wind, and 
cold. 

As in the courfe of the few days fince we had left our waggon, we had made fome 
colleftkms, and therefore could not poflibly flow every thing upon our horfes’ backs, 
we were under the neceflity of taking three oxen from the houfe above-mentioned, to 
carry our baggage, and three Hottentots to lead them. 

Oxen are much ufed in thefe parts, when tamed and broken in by the Hottentots, to 
carry burdens. Thefe oxen have a hole through the cartilage of their nofe, in which 
is put a flick, at both ends of which are fattened llraps, like a bridle, by the help of 
which the oxen are guided. 

In different places we obferved pits dug, like thofe in which wolves are ufually caught, 
and in which, when well covered over by the Hottentots, buffaloes and wild beafls are 
taken. 

The Hottentots always carry the javelin or two (Affagaysj with them on their jour¬ 
neys. Thefe affagays con fill of an iron-fpear hollowed out on each fide about fix inches 
long, with or without an iron fhaft, which is fometimes round and fmooth, and fome¬ 
times grooved. This fpear is fattened with thongs of leather to a {lender round flick, 
five feet long, made of the affagay wood (curtifid famine a), and tapering towards the 
end. With thefe lances, which they throw with great dexterity to the diftance even 
of one hundred paces, they defend themfelves againft their enemies and wild beafls, 
and are able to kill with them, buffaloes, and other animals. 

Inffead of China-veffels and calabafhes, poverty bad taught them to ufe the fhells of 
the tortoifes, which frequent the bufhes in the fandy plains, particularly the tejludo 
mihuta and geonwtrica. 

From their frequent befinearing themfelves, as well as from the heat of the climate, 
the Hottentot women have always very flabby breafts, that hang down very low. And 
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therefore, at the fame time that they carry their infants on their back, they can with 
the greateft eafe throw the breaft to them over their fhoulder. Thefe in fhape and fize 
fometitnes very much refembled calabafhes; but among the curious fights that attracted 
our notice in this folitary place, was a Hottentot girl, whofe breafts were fo long, that 
they hung down as low as to her thighs, and were the largeft that I ever faw among 
this people. 

Here, alfo, I learned a curious way of baking bread fpeedily without an oven. The 
flour was kneaded up with water in the ufual manner to dough, of this afterwards a 
thick cake was made, which was laid in the embers, and covered with them, fo that 
in confequence of the heat communicated to it, it was foon thoroughly baked ; but 
the allies th^ adhered to it made it fo dirty, that they were obliged to fcrape it before 
they could eat it. 

The Hottentots always fit before the fire, fquatted down upon their hams, on which 
occafion the women conftantly lay the covering of their modefly, which is here worn 
in the form of a fquare, underneath them. The huts in thefe parts were formed of 
wooden flakes, round, and were convex and low, and covered with llraw mats, in the 
form of a hay-ftack, with a fmall aperture in the front, where the fire is made. 

At the dawn of day, on the 3d of November, we fet out again on our journey, and 
eroded feveral rivers, fuch as the Krakakou, Ao, Koukuma, and Neifena. Ihe woods 
we paffed through were narrow, and full of prickly bufhes. We could find no other 
paffage through them than the tracks of the Hottentots, fo that we were obliged to 
creep on all fours, and lead our horfes by the bridle. Auge, the gardener, having 
travelled this way before, was now ouriguide, and we had left the Hottentots with our 
oxen behind us. In the afternoon, we arrived at Koukuma Rivier, We forded over 
one of its branches, and intended to pafs through a thicket to a farm which we dif- 
covered on an eminence on the Other fide of this thicket, belonging to one Helgert 
Muller; but we had not advanced far into the wood before we had the misfortune of 
meeting with a large old male buffalo, which was lying down quite alone, in a fpot 
that was free from bufhes, for the fpace of a few fquare yards. He no fooner difeo- 
vered Auge, who went firft, than roaring horribly he rufhed upon him. The gardener 
turning his horfe fhort round, behind a large tree, by that means got in fome meafure 
out of the buffalo’s fight, which now rufhed ftraight forwards towards the ferjeant, 
who followed next, and gored his horfe in the belljr in fuch a terrible manner, that it 
fell on its back that inftant, with its feet turned up in the air, and all its entrails hang¬ 
ing out; in which ftate it lived aliuoft half an hour. The gardener and the ferjeant, 
in the meantime, had climbed up into trees, where they thought themfelves fecure. 
The buffalo, after this firft atchievement, now appeared to take his courfe towards the 
fide where we were approaching, and, therefore, could not have failed in his way to 
pay his compliments to me, who all the while was walking towards him, and in the 
narrow pafs formed by the boughs and branches of the trees, and, on account of the 
ruffling noife thefe made againff my faddle and baggage, had neither feen nor heard 
any thing of what had paffed. As in my way I frequently flopped to take up plants, 
and put them into my handkerchief, I generally kept behind rny companions, that I 
might not hinder their progrefs ; fo that I was now at a fmall diffance behind them. 

The ferjeant had brought two horfes with him for his journey. One of them had 
already been difpatched, and the other now flood juft in the way of the buffalo, who 
was going out of the wood. As foon as the buffalo faw this fecond horfe, he became 
more outrageous than before, and attacked it with fuch fury, that he not only drove 
his horns into the horfe’s breaft and out again through the very faddle, but alfo threw 
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it to the ground with fuch violence, that it died that very inftant, and all the bones in 
its body were broken. Juft at the moment that he was occupied with this latter horfe, 
I came up to the opening, where the wood was fo thick, that I had neither room to 
turn my horfe round, nor to get on one fide. I was therefore obliged to abandon him 
to his fete, and take refuge in a tolerably high tree, up which I climbed. 

The buffalo having finifhed this his fecond exploit, fuddenly turned round, and 
Ihaped his courfe the fame way which we had intended to take. 

From the place I was in, and the eminence I had gained, I could plainly perceive 
one of the horfes quite dead, the other fprawling with its feet and endeavouring to rife, 
which it had not ftrcngth to do, and the other two horfes fhivering with fear, and un¬ 
able to make their efcape; but I could neither fee nor hear any thing of my fellow- 
travellers and companions, which induced me to fear that they had fallen vi£Hms to the 
firft tranfports of the buffalo's fury. I therefore made all poffible hafte to fearch for 
them, to fee if I could in any way aifift them; but not difcovering any traces of them 
in the whole field of battle, I began to call out after them ; when I difcovered thefe 
magnanimous heroes fitting faft, like two cats, on the trunk of a tree, with their guns 
on their backs, loaded with fine (hot, and unable to utter a fmgle word. 

I encouraged them as well as I could, and advifed them to come down, and get 
away as faft as poffible from fuch a dangerous place, where we ran the rifk of being 
once more attacked. The ferjeant at length burft out into tears, deploring the lofs of 
his two fpirited fteeds ; but the gardener was fo ftrongly affected, that he could fcarcely 
fpeak for fome days after. 

Thus we went back to the very fpot from which we fet out, and, after pafliog fome 
very tirefome hills, arrived at the place of our deftination j but as lheferjeant could not 
crofs the river without a horfe, I took him up behind me, and after having left him 
my horfe, walked on to the houfe. 

Here my firft care was to dilpatch fome Hottentots to the thicket, to take the faddles 
off the two horfes, which hereafter might be of fervice. Thefe Hottentots armed them* 
felves with lances, their ufual weapons, and informed us that they had before obferved 
that one folitary buffalo haunted that wood, which, as they faid, was fo fpiteful, that 
he had been driven away from the herd by the other buffaloes, and was obliged to live 
alone. 

No European was to be found in this place, there being none but Hottentots, nor 
any other hut than thofe which were inhabited by the Hottentots themfelves, and which, 
on account of the vermin they harboured, no European, even in a cafe of the greateft 
neceffity, could ever think of lodging in. 

We were therefore obliged, with a ft raw mat under us, a faddle under our head, 
and a fire at our feet, to pafs the night in the open air. Fortunately for us, the Iky 
was very clear and ferene; but at the fame time the cold was fo great, that we could 
nor Deep, being obliged every hour to rife and warm ourfelves all over before the fire, 
for the purpofe of making which, we had had the forefight to order a fufficient quan¬ 
tity of logs and brulh-wood to be brought to the hut the night before. 

Hemp (^cannabh faiiva) was cultivated here by the Hottentots in a very fmall inclo- 
fure. This is a plant univerfally ufed in this country, though for a purpofe very differ¬ 
ent from that to which it is applied by the induffrious European. The Hottentot loves 
nothing fo well as tobacco, and with no other thing can he be fo eafily enticed into a 
man's fervice; but for fmoking, and for producing a pleating intoxication; he finds 
this paifonous plant not fufficiently ftrong, and therefore in order to procure hnnfelf 
this pleafure more fpeedily and delicioufly, he mixes his tobacco with hemp chopped 
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very fine. It is furprifing, that this nation, although, before the arrival of the Europe* 
ans it had no intercourfe with the reft of the world, and confequently was ignorant of 
the ufe of tobacco, fhould, notwithftanding, become fo diftra&edly fond of this poifon- 
ous plants and that for it and brandy they could be induced to fell to the Dutch a 
confiderabie portion of their land near the Cape; a tranfaftion which has eoft them fo 
dear, both with refped to their liberty and to the land of their fore-fathers. 

On the 4th we quitted this place, and in the evening reached Peter Plant’s farm, 
called Melkhout Kraal, near the Deep River- 

The ferjeant was obliged to put up with an ox by way of nag for two days, as no 
horfe was to be found hereabouts; this anfwered tolerably well, though it was very 
fatiguing, as well on account of the breadth of the ox’s back, as becaufe he could ufe 
no ftirnips. 

On the 5th we crofted Pifang Rivier, to go to Jacob Beta’s farm, called alfo Pifang 
Rivier* 

This farm, which was entirely a grazing farm, was fituated not far from the feadhore, 
and a whole fociety, confifting of more than fifty Hottentots, were here in the fervice 
of this farmer, lived in his vicinity, and were l'upported by him- The harbour here 
was very wide and beautiful. 

The farmer himfelf was not at home, having fet out for the Cape that very day ; but 
an old faithful Hottentot was in the mean-time our kind and attentive holt, and gave us 
all neceffary afiiftance. 

My two fellow-travellers, not having yet got the better of their terror, and wearied 
out with the many croffes they had met with in the courfe of their journey, now refolved 
here to fet bounds at once to their dangers and their curiofity, fmall as this latter was, 
and to make the beft of their way back from hence to the Cape, where they might get 
more wine to drink, and be lefs liable to be frightened by buffaloes. But when I 
reprefented to them what a cowardly appearance this would have, and that they had 
made but a fmall cohesion as yet, likewife that we were feparated from our waggon, 
our other fellow-traveller, and the reft of our baggage ; adding befides, that though 
they fhould accompany me no farther, I was neverthelefs determined to purfue my 
journey, they were at laft perfuaded to alter their refolution. 

However, I let my doleful companions reft here for a few days, while I vifited the 
feadhore, and the adjacent mountains, which were covered with fhrubs and bullies of 
various kinds, and particularly with the ardmna bifpinofa , fo that in feveral places they 
were impenetrable; and in thefe I was frequently fo much entangled, that I was obliged 
to crawl for a long way on the tops of the ftiff buflies, which with their ftiarp prickles 
tore my, hands and clothes all to tatters. The bare-footed Hottentot who accompanied 
me, was fo much lacerated and fo bloody, as to be a real objefl: of compaffion ; but in 
my fearch after plants, having loft my way in the thicket, we had no other refource 
left. At the foot of the mountains were flat rocks, on which feals lay fleeping in the 
fun; a circumftance, whence the mountain has its name of Robbeberg (or Seal Moun¬ 
tain). It projects a great way into the fea, like a peninfula, and is covered with fmall 
fea-fhells {cmchtz)* 

The Robbeberg is a fmgular mountain, and different from any other that I have feen 
in Africa. Its middlemoft ftratum is a very firm concretion of round and irregularly- 
fhaped pebbles, and indurated lime, about four fathoms broad. It perfectly refembles 
a piece of mafonry. The uppermoft ftratum appeared to me to be a brownifh rock. 
The lowermoft is fand-ftone. On another fide of the mountain there is a heap of 
indurated fand, which the water has fcooped holes into. In fame places the fand had 
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concreted with clay in a tubular form, and large maffes of it had fallen down. The 
flat foot of the mountain, towards the fea, had various holes in it of different fizes, fome 
of them as round as if they had been turned, and others oblong. On one fide, the 
loweft ffratum was a whitilh-grey quartz, that was greafy to the touch. The mountain 
had, moreover, long clefts and crevices, in which hung a number of thick ftala&ites, 
covered with a fine down-like fubftance, which was fometimes quite green. The fand- 
ftone was of a very fine grain. 

The Jirelitfia , with its yellow flowers and blue neStarium , grew near this fpot, and 
was one of the moil beautiful plants, of which the bulbs were procured to fend to Eu¬ 
rope. The Hottentots were faid to eat the fruit of it. 

The Hottentots were at no great pains in dreffing their victuals. Buffalo’s fiefh was 
merely cut into flices, and then fmoked, and at the fame time half broiled in the embers 
over a few coals; this was eaten without bread, though, perhaps, it was in the firft 
ftage of putrefaction. 

It is a cuftom among the Hottentots, that if a cow is barren, fhe muff be killed ; but 
in this cafe its flelh is eaten by married people only, and not by thofe that are tingle. 

Greafe is the great dainty of the Hottentots, which they are not only fond of eating, 
but can alfo drink without finding any inconvenience from it. 

The fmall huts of the Hottentots are at times fo full of vermin, both of the hopping 
and creeping kind, as not to be habitable by them: they are then forced to remove 
them to another place, a removal which does not take a very long time, neither is it 
particularly expenfive. I have feen it performed with the greatell agility and difpatch. 
Firft, a few withies were fixed in the earth, and bent in the form of arches to determine 
the height of the hut, and give it a rotund figure. Thefe are afterwards covered with 
rufhes, or mats made of ruflies (cyperus textiles), which keep out both wind and rain. 
All round the bottom dung is laid, to make the hut tight and clofe in that part. 

Su Koa (Pottefiaan) was the name given by the Hottentots to a drum they fometimes 
ufed to beat to their mufic. Over a pot with water in it was extended a lheep-lkin, 
which had previoufly been well foaked, and was tied round the edge of the pot with a 
leathern thong. The fingers of the left-hand being placed near the edge, and the 
thumb in the middle, they beat with the two firft fingers of the right-hand upon the 
other edge, which produced a dull heavy found, that had nothing pleafing in it. To 
this wretched mufic a Hottentot would dance in the following manner: holding in his 
right-hand a firing faftened to the roof or wall, and remaining on the fame fpot, he 
hopped firft on one foot, and then upon the other, all the while heating time with them. 
During this he writhed his body in various curves, and threw his head from one Ihoulder 
to the other in a femicircular direction; all the while finging, and all this to a certain 
modulation. One of thefe dances will fometimes laft a considerable time, and throws 
the dancer into a violent perfpiration. They always wipe the fweat off their faces with 
a fox’s tail. 

I obferved feveral things for which the Hottentots had no words in their own lan¬ 
guage, fuch as Coffee, Houfings, Company (Compagnie). 

The women carried their infants on their backs under the lheep-lkin, which they call 
a Krofs; the child was faftened by a leathern ftrap that went round the mother’s and its 
own neck, and was farther fecured by another ftrap that paffed over the krofs under its 
pofteriors, the mother all the while attending to her bufinefs as ufual. 

Some of the women here wore firings of glafs-beads round their legs, others had the 
dependent fides of their krofs ornamented with beads, which, among other things, they 
receive of the farmers for their wages. Others had a tortoife-fliell hanging at their backs, 
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in which they preferved either their tobacco or bucku (diofma). For want of clay 
tobacco-pipes they ufe wooden ones. 

The fanners themfelves, for want of proper veffels, were often obliged to keep 
their milk and honey in leathern bags. 

The fields hereabouts were full of wild bulFaloes, fo that it was not uncommon to 
fee a hundred or two of them in a herd. They generally lie Hill in the thickets and 
woods in the day-time, and in the night go out into the fields to graze. 

The houfe in which we were lodged was roomy and large, well conftru&ed of clay, 
with doors, and with ihutters before the window-holes, as glafs windows could not 
be eafily procured from fo great a diftance as the Cape. The whole roof in the kitchen 
was hung with thick Dices of buffalo’s flelh, which, being dried and fmoked, they eat 
as hung-beef. 

Buffaloes were fhot here by a Hottentot, who had been trained to this bufmefs by 
the farmer, and in this manner found the whole family in meat, without having re- 
courfe to the herd. The balls were counted out to him every time he went a fhooting, 
and he was obliged to furnifh the fame number of dead buff aloes as he received of 
balls. Thus the many Hottentots that lived here were fupported without expence, 
and without the decreaie of the tame cattle, which conftitute the whole of the farmer’s 
wealth. The greatelt part of the flefh of the buffalo falls to the lhare of the Hotten¬ 
tots, but the hide to that of the mailer. 

The Hottentots drefied the buffaloes’ hides in the following manner: the hide was 
flretched out on the ground by means of flakes, after which warm afhes were flrewed 
over it, and the hair fcraped off with a knife or fpade. 

For Want of the flioes ufually worn in other places, which could not be procured fo 
far up in the country, and which frequently even the farmers at the Cape cannot 
afford to buy, they generally wear here what are called field-fhoes, which the counrry- 
people ufually make themfelves, in a way peculiar to them, for the moll part of buffalo 
leather, fometimes of neats leather, and fometimes, though more rarely, of the flriped 
hide of the zebra. 

It was plealing to obferve with what cordiality the Hottentots, as well thofe who 
lived upon the farm, as the flrangers who had accompanied us hither, offered each 
other the regale of the tobacco-pipe. Having fet themfelves down in a circle, the 
pipe went from one to the other round the whole company. Each man taking a few 
large whiffs, at lafl gets his mouth full of finoke, a final 1 part of which he fwallows, 
and puffs out the remainder through his nofe and mouth. 

From the woods of Houtniquas the peafants, who live near the diftri£t of Mulcle 
Bay, fell both rough and cut timber, notwithflanding the length and roughnefs of the 
road; but from hence the farmers have nothing elfe to carry to market, except oxen 
for Daughter, and butter. If any kind of navigation were fet on foot, either from 
this coail or from Mufcle Bay, the carriage would be eafier, and the commodities, 
efpeciaily the timber, cheaper ; but this has as yet either not been thought of, or elfe, 
perhaps, it has not been deemed of any ufe. 

Our creft-fallen ferjeant having now in fome meafure recovered his fpirits, and pro¬ 
cured the loan of a faddle-horfe here, we refumed our journey on the 10th of Novem¬ 
ber, travelling up the country, and towards the mountains, in hopes, on the other 
fide of them, of meeting with our waggon, and better fortune. Palling by another 
form, belonging to Bota, we went through two rivers to Malagafs Kraal; and after¬ 
wards proceeded up Keureboom’s Rivier to Jackall’s Kraal. 
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At Keureboom’s Rivier, HoUtniquas Land terminated on this fide, a land abounding 
in grafe, wood, and buffaloes. We farther rode over the mountains, and all along 
them beyond Keureboom’s Rivier to Peter Jager’s farm. 

Here we were refrefhed, thirfty as we were, with Hottentots lack-milk, as it is called, 
which, perhaps, few travellers, unlefs urged by extreme tbirft, will be able to prevail 
on themfelves to tafte. It is a very acid, cool, and refrefliing milk, remarkable as 
well for the veffel in which it is kept, as for its great age. I had formerly imagined, 
that the four milk of Norrland (in Sweden), which is feveral months old, was the 
oldeft milk in the world, but 1 now found that the Hottentots fack-milk might at leaft 
be confidered as grand-mother to the Norrland milk. The veffel in which it is kept, 
is the hide of an antelope (Eland, Capra Oreas), which is fewed up clofe together, 
and hung up againft the wall. Other hides were faid to be not fo lit for the purpofe. 
In one of thefe facks thus hung up, new milk is put, which turns four and coagulates. 
Every day more new milk is poured in, which likewife foon coagulates, as the fack is 
not cleaned out for the fpace of feveral months at leaft, and frequently not for a year 
or two. 

The Hottentots feldom churn any butter; and when they do, it is only to befinear 
themfelves with. The Maquas Hottentots are faid to churn in the following manner: 
new milk is poured into a leather bag, which two Hottentots holding by the ends, lhake 
the milk in it from one end to the other, till it coagulates. 

On the nth, we paffed over the very lofty mountains that lead to Lange Kloof, in 
our way to Farmer Matthew Zondag’s. Watery clouds hung all over the mountains, 
by the piercing vapours of which, though it did not rain, we were wetted quite to the 
fkin. The fides of the mountain that we palled over, were fometimes fo fteep, and 
the path fo narrow, that we did not crofs it but at the hazard of our lives, and Ihud- 
dered when we looked down the precipice. The country on the other fide, or Lange 
Kloof, was very elevated, in comparifon with that from whence we came, and confe- 
quently the mountains there were low, when compared with the dreadful height which 
they exhibited on the other fide, towards the fea coaft. 

At this farm they made foap from a ley, prepared from the Canna Bulh (Salfola 
Aphylla), which was boiled a long time and infpiflated; when mutton l'uet was added 
till the mafs acquired a proper confiftence. It was then poured out, and formed into 
long fquares. 

On the 13th, we paid a vifit to Peter Frere, a man who was a great hunter of ele¬ 
phants, and had made long journeys, as far as into the country of the Caffres. Among 
other particulars, he informed us, that the Hottentots cannot count farther than five 
in their own language. 

On the 16th, going from this man’s farm here, called Mifgunft (or Envy), on the 
banks of Diep Rivier (or the Deep River), we paffed by another farm of his, near 
Aapies Rivier, in our way to Klipp-drift, and afterwards acrofs Krakeel Rivier, to 
Matthew Streidung’s. 

Here I faw a great number of tombs, confining of fmall heaps of Hones. I ftrictly 
enquired after their origin, but no European could give me any account of them. An 
old Hottentot informed me, that the inhabitants of this tract had died of ulcers, in great 
numbers, which gave me no fmall reafon to conclude, that this place had been well 
inhabited, and even populous, and rhat it was the fmall-pox which had made this 
extraordinary devaftation. 

On the 17th, after palling Peter Nickert’s farm, called Qnverwagt, we went over 
Waageboom’s Rivier, to Henry Kruger’s. 
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The wild Turkey (Tantalus), which now began to make its appearance, was faid to 
quit the country during the winter, and to return in the months of September and 
October. 

The Meloe Chichorei, with its many varieties, devoured the beans, and other pro¬ 
ducts of the gardens. 

In Lange Kloof it is very cold in the winter, and fnow falls, juft as at the back of 
Witfen Mountain. 

On the 18th, we arrived at Thomas Frere’s, near Kromme Rivier (or Crooked 
River)* 

The country as far as here, gradually fank lower and lower as it proceeded towards 
the fea-fhore, fo that Lange Kloof was far more elevated than the country about 
Kromme Rivier. 

On the 19th we arrived at Effebofch, a fine foreft, in aiinoft a plain and level 
country. It had rained the whole day, and it continued pouring during the evening 
and night, fo that being wet to the (kin, we were under the neceffity, four of us, to 
crouch under the tilt of our waggon, in expectation of better weather in the morning. 
The Hottentots, who accompanied us, were obliged to take fhelter under the waggon, 
as it was quite impoflible to keep up any lire. 

On the 20th, fair weather and fun-fhine; but as we could not get at any dry 
clothes, we were obliged to let thofe we had on, dry on our bodies in the fun. We 
now rode on to Diep Rivier, Leuwe-bofch Rivier, and fo on to Zee-ko Rivier. 

Here we were informed, that lions were fometmies feen in the mountains, and 
that they had formerly reforted thither in great numbers 5 but were now moftly 
extirpated. 

The Bread-tree (Zamia Gaffia) is a fpecies of palm, which grows on the hills, below 
the mountains, in thefe tra£ts. It was of the height and thicknefs of a man at moft, 
very much fpread, and firigle. I have fometimes feen from one root, two or three 
items fpring. It is out of the pith (jnedulla) of this tree, that the Hottentots contrive 
to prepare their bread. For this purpofe, after fcoopmg out the pith, they bury it 
in the earth, and leave it there for the fpace of two months to rot, after which they 
knead it, and make it into a cake, which, in their ufual flovenly and filthy manner, 
they llightly bake In the embers. I obferved that the tree flood in dry fterile places, 
between ftones, and grew flowly. 

At Kromme Rivier, a fhell-fifh (folen filiqua ) was faid to be found in holes in the 
banks, which it is impoffible to catch by digging after it \ but the method of filhing 
for it was, by running a flake into it, and then drawing it out. 

The ridge of mountains, which at Roode Zand we had on oOr left hand, and after¬ 
ward s in Lange-kioof on the right, and which were continued quite from Witfenherg, 
now terminated here before it reached the fea-fhore; whereas the ridges on our left 
hand were continued farther, and had the Cairow plains behind them* 

The berries of the Guarri bufh (cucka undid at a) had a fweet tafte, and were eaten 
by the Hottentots* Bruifed and fermented, they yield a vinegar, like that made from 
Pontac. 

The crajfula ietragona^ as being fomewhat of an aftringent nature, boiled in milk, in 
the quantity of a handful, is ufed as a remedy for the diarrhoea* 

On the 2 2d, we arrived at Jacob Kock*s, near the mouth of Sea-cow River, not 
far from the fea-fhore, a man whom we now vifited for the fecond time in the courfe of 
our journey* 
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The interior coat of the ftomach of Iheep, dried, pulverized, and taken inwardly, was 
faid to excite vomiting, and to be ferviceable in fevers. 

The blood of a hare was afferted to be a cure for the St. Anthony’s Fire, if rags 
dipped into it, and then dried, were worn upon the body, but not applied to the part 
affefted. 

Many people here likewife concurred in affuring us, that the blood of a tortoife, ufed 
externally, as well as internally, was of the greatell fervice to fuch as were wounded by 
a poifoned arrow. 

At this place we ftaid feveral days, as well with a view to regulate and put in order 
what we had already coHefted, as to inveftigate all the neighbourhood, and likewife 
to give reft and pafture to our weary and emaciated cattle. 

During this time, however, we made a journey on horfeback to Cabelijauw Rivier, 
and from thence to Camtour’s Rivier, which is very broad and deep, and by which alfo 
Looris Rivier empties itfelf into the ocean. 

Hottentots and Caffres lived promifcuoufly near this river, as on the frontier of the 
two countries, the real Caft'raria beginning feveral miles further up in the country. 

The Caffres that lived here, were taller than the Hottentots, more undaunted and 
valiant, better made, blacker, and ftronger. They wore round their arms, by way 
of ornament, rings, either of iron or ivory, and were armed with javelins, which they 
knew much better how to manage than the Hottentots did. The ivory rings were half 
an inch in breadth, and they general wore feveral of them on each arm. 

Their dances were extremely curious. Two or more of them placing theralelves 
fide by fide, or back to back, balanced themfelves on their toes, ftriking the ground 
now and then with their heels; during which, they moved every limb, and almoft 
every mufcle, efpecially their eyes, forehead, neck, head, mouth, and chin, keeping 
time in every motion. The miiftc to this dance was a rough fcreaking kind of finging, 
accompanied fometimes with a whiffling noife, to produce which, they drew their lips 
on one fide, fhewing their teeth, from between which the found iffued. The women 
kept ru nnin g about all the while, finging and jumping to the fame time, with a con¬ 
tinual motion of their head and limbs. 

In the tip of one ear they had a hole, in which was ftuck a porcupine’s quill. 

We were fliewn here ear-rings of two different fhapes, made of copper, mixed with 
filver, which they faid they had obtained from nations living farther up in the 
country. 

Here too we few bafkets wrought by the Hottentots, that were fo tight and clofe, as 
to hold milk or water. Bottles alfo made of the bladders of the rhinoceros, were ufed 
for the fame purpofe. 

The Caffres, as well as the Hottentots, have in each village, or horde, a chieftain, 
on whom they frequently bcftow that appellation of captain, and who is their leader in 
their hunting expeditions, and againft their enemies. 

Thefe nations, though deftitute of fire-arms, nevertheless kill buffaloes and wild 
beafts with their javelins, called affagays. When a Caffre has difcovered a fpot where 
feveral buffaloes has affembled, he blows a pipe, made of the thigh-bone of a fheep, 
which is heard at a great diftance. In confequence of this, feveral of his comrades 
run up to the fpot, and furrounding the buffaloes, and at the fame time approaching 
them by degrees, throw their javelins at them. In this cafe, out of eight or twelve 
buffaloes, it is very rare for one to efcape. It fometimes happens, however, that while 
the buffaloes are running off the premifes, feme one of the hunters, who ftands in the 
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way of them, is toffed and killed, which, by the people of this nation, is not much 
regarded. When the chace is over, each cuts off his fhare of the game that is killed. 
Bolides the wild animals they may chance to take in hunting, the Caffres, who 
inhabit the moft delightful meadows that can be imagined along the coaft, poffefs 
large herds of tame horned cattle. Their oxen are commonly eafy to be diftingui filed 
from others, as they cut them in the lower part of the neck, in fuch a manner, that 
long flips of Ikin hang down from it; they likewife do the fame with refpeft to their 
ears, and force their horns to grow in various fingular forms. The Company got 
formerly from them and the Hottentots, a great number of cattle, fit for flaughter, in 
exchange for tobacco, brandy, glafs-beads, and bits of iron j but now this is feldom 
the cafe, although this traffic is prohibited to all the farmers- 

The Hottentots, in the fervice of the colonifts, frequently ufe tobacco-pipes of clay, 
though thefe are fo fiiort, that the bowl of the pipe comes into contact with their 
lips- They are ffiort, becaofe in the carriage of them to fo great a dirt an ce from the 
Cape, they are apt to break* But otherwise, both Caffres and Hottentots ufe a pipe, 
either made of a long, (lender, and hollow flick, with a hole near one end of it, in 
which is put another hollow flick that is Ihort, and has at top a cylindrical ftone, 
which is hollowed out, and is the bowl that holds the tobacco; or inftead of the 
long flick, an antelope*s horn, viz, of the cafra oryx , near the pointed end of which 
is bored a hole; in this is put a fliort hollow flick, and upon that the ftone-bowL 
In fmoking, they ftretch their mouths over the wide end of the horn, and draw" in a 
few large whiffs. The fmoke they keep fome time in their mouths, and then fwallow- 
ing a part, puff the reft out again* The pipe then paffes on to the next, and fo goes 
round the whole circle. When ftrangers come to a kraal dr village, they are always 
treated with the tobacco-pipe, which circulates in due form from one to the other. 

The Hottentots had boiling veffels of burnt clay, of their own making. 

The beans of the guajacum afrum , though a poifonous Jhrub, are boiled and eaten 
by the Hottentots, Their water they keep in the inteftines of animals. The women 
who carried their children on their backs, gave them fuck under their arms, by bend¬ 
ing the little creatures* heads down to the breaft* 

Sea-horfes (or Sea-cows, Hippopotamus) were ftill to be feen in great numbers in 
Camtour’s River; though many of them have been flint of late, and confequently 
their number has been greatly dimmiftied. The proce/fus mamillaris of this animal was 
find to be an effectual remedy for the ftone and gravel. We wounded indeed feveral 
of thefe huge beafts, but could not kill them; neither did any of them come up the 
following night, though we ft aid till the next morning* 

A few Hottentots who had pitched their tents here, for the purpofe of confuming a 
fea-horfe that had been fiaot fome time before, lived in the mid ft of fuch a flench, that 
we could hardly pafs by them without being fuffocated. 

A great number of the Caffres accompanied us back to Sea-cow River, and difplayed 
various fpecimcns of their arts, probably with a view of getting fome of our good 
tobacco, to which they had taken a particular fancy. 

We were told here, that a colonifl had been bitten in the foot fome time before by 
a ferpent, of the fpecies called Ringhals (or Ringneck) as he was walking along in 
the grafs barefoot, as is the cuftom here, in default of fiioes and (lockings, which the 
peafants feldom wear, except when they go up to Cape Town or to church* I informed 
myfelf accurately of the fymptoms produced by the bite- It feems the man was feveml 
miles diftant from home when he met with this accident* He then immediately dif- 
patched his fiave to his houfe ro bring him a horfe with all fpeed, on which he went 
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home, after having bound up his leg tight, in order to prevent the poifon from fpread- 
i.ng upwards. On his return home he grew fo fleepy, that his wife could not, without 
great difficulty, keep him awake. He alfo became quite blind in an inftunt, and re¬ 
mained fo for the fpace of a fortnight. His leg was fwelled to fuch a degree, that the 
fleih covered the bandage over, like a fheath, infomuch that it could not eafily be re¬ 
moved. An incifion was made round the wound with a knife, and the foot wafhed 
with falt-water. He drank new milk copioufly, and that to the quantity of feveral pails* 
full in a night, but caft it all up again. After this the ferpent-ftone was applied to the 
wound. By means of this he gradually recovered; but ftill, though it is now feveral 
years fince the accident happened, he has pains in the part on any change of weather, 
and at times the wound breaks completely out again. 

The cattle, which conftituted the farmer’s wealth in thefe plains, were fubjeft to 
feveral, and thofe peculiar, difeafes. 

The Tung-ziekte is a difeafe of the cattle, in which veficles or bladders break out 
on the tongue, difcharging a thin ichorous matter. In eonfequence of this diftemper 
the cattle cannot eat, but grow lean, and fometiines die* The farmers are accuftomed 
to rub the bladders oft' with fait. 

The Klaw-zlekte is a difeafe, in which the hoofs of the cattle grow loofe, fo that 
they cannot walk. It appears to proceed from thefummer heats, efpecially if the oxen 
have been driven on journeys in the day-time* This diftemper is cfteemed here to be 
infectious. It is certain, that it attacks one ox after another fucceffively, fo that I 
have feen whole droves aftefted with it; but it feems to me rather to proceed from 
Ibme common and general caufe than from infection. At firft they are lamed by it, 
and afterwards become unfit for journeys. This difeafe, however, leaves them in 
general of its own accord in the courfe of one or two weeks. 

I few fome Chinefe hogs here belonging to different farmers, 

A yellow Chryfomela devoured and did great damage to the culinary vegetables in 
the gardens. 

In the beginning of December we directed our courfe back again, after we had re- 
freihed our oxen, and vifited the country farther up than it has as yet, on that fide of 
the Cape, been inhabited by Europeans. 

In our journey up Lange Kloof, I obferved at one farm, the no lefs convenient than 
advantageous contrivances of the hufbandmen to apply the rivulets that run down from 
the mountains, to the watering of their vineyards and gardens. The water is always 
conducted over thefe lands in a channel to the more elevated parts, from whence they 
let down little rivulets or ftreams between the vines and beds. When there is no oc- 
cafion for watering, thefe ftreamiets are flopped up with a little earth. By the fame 
methods water was carried to mills, fifti-ponds, and other places. 

On the 6th we returned to Matthew Zondag’s, and on the yth arrived at Wolfe* 
kraal; on the 8 th, having croffed Keureboom's Rivier, we proceeded to Diep Rivier, 
and on the 10th came to Cans Kraal (Goofe Kraal). Behind the low mountains lay 
Camenaffie Land. 

The fickles for reaping corn were jagged at the edge like a faw. 

The lycyperdon carcinomale grew here on the ant-hills, the brown powder of which 
was faid to be ufed in cancers. 

On the 10th we came to Ezelsjagt; on the nth to Dorn Rivier (or Thorn River), 
afterwards to Groote Dorn Rivier, keeping always to the right, and leaving Attaquas 
Kloof to the left. 


On 


40 thuneeug’s account of the cape of good hope. 

On the 13th we crofted the barren Carrow plain, and paid a vifit to Gert van 
Nimwegen. 

The ftieep here ate the tender leaves of the rnimofa nilotica. 

The Meloe Cichorei did great damage to the apple-trees and other vegetables in 
the gardens, the leaves of which they confumed entirely. 

A mefembryanthemum, with a white flower, was chewed by the Hottentots, for the 
purpofe of quenching their thirfl, after it had been fuffered to putrify, and been pro¬ 
perly prepared. 

A fpecies of Coccus, called Harpuys, that was found on the branches of trees, was 
faid to prove mortal to flieep. 

On the evening of the 14th, we arrived at Gert Clute’s farm, at Slange Rivier 
(Snake River), which lay fo deep in the cleft of a mountain, that I Ihould fuppofe no 
one would expefct to find a habitation there. 

All this trait of land was exceedingly dry and meagre, the hufbandnien’s cattle con- 
lifting only of lheep. 

On the flat rocks that projected from the fides of the mountains, we obferved a great 
number of tigers, which were more common here than I have ever feen them in any 
other place. 

The foil was a clay, impregnated with fait; and every where on the hillocks, and 
on the banks of the river, the fait was cryftallized by the heat of the fun, in like 
manner as I had obferved it to be on the hills near the Cape. 

We had now a dreadful, long, dry, and barren plain to crofs, which is fcorching 
hot in the day-time, and which, in confequence, its want of water could afford us 
no place for baiting. We therefore employed a great part of the day in baiting, and 
in the evening, when it began to be a little cooler, in refuming our journey, we 
paffed feveral large rivers, the banks of which were covered with wood, but which . 
were now quite dried up; and at length we arrived in the morning to a deferted houfe, 
fituated on the fide of the mountains to the left. 

Here we faw quickfet hedges of the Aloe Succotrina. 

On the 15th and 16th we continued our journey, proceeding to the farms of Welge- 
vunden, Watervall, and Muyfen Kraal. 

On the 17 th we came to a farm belonging to one Smidt; and on the iSth, after 
croffmg the mountains, we went through Platte Kloof. 

As we proceeded farther on the 20th and 21ft, we paffed feveral farms in our way 
to the Company’s poll at Riet Valley. 

While we baited here, we paid another vifit to Grootvader’s Bofch, where various 
forts of trees are felled for the ufe of the Company. I hoped now to find feveral 
trees in bloffom; but the feafon was not yet far enough advanced. . 

The Calodendrum, however, was then in bloffom, the honeyed juice of which I 
perceived beautiful butterflies fucking, without my being able to reach either the one 
or the other, but by the help of my gun, which I loaded with fmall fliot, and fired in 
among the trees, I got fome branches with bloffoms on them. 

On the 24th we crofted Breede Rivier and Rivier Zonder End (or the river without 
end), which latter is very deep, and therefore has a ferry for the accommodation of 
travellers. 

Continuing our journey on the 25 th and 26th, we paffed the Company’s poll at 
Tiger hook, and t hence proceeded along the Rivier Zonder End, to another poll of the 
Company’s, Zoete Melk’s Valley. 


The 
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The country was already grown very arid, in confequence of thefcorching fummer- 
heats, and the high and drying winds. 

Pforalea finnaia (Pinwortel), was a plant, of which the country-people in many 
places complained, as being the worft weed in the gardens, on account of the roots 
linking deep and firm in the ground, and confequently being difficult to eradicate. 

A blue Chryfomela devoured and damaged the corn. 

In a diagonal direction acrofs Platte Kloof, lay the Elephant’s (Olyfant’s) warm bath, 
which I had not now time to vifit. 

The increafe of the fummer-heat had caufed the flies to multiply in fuch numbers, 
as to be even extremely troublefome at raoft of the farms. In order to diminilh the 
number of them in the houfe, fmall boughs were hung up to the roof, and fprinkled 
feveral times in the day with new milk ; and when the flies had fettled on them in great 
numbers, a long bag was fet under them, into which they were lhaken down. The 
bag was then twilled round, fo that the flies could not efcape. 

The Secretary-bird, which is a great deftroyer of ferpents, after having trod them 
under his feet, and beat them with his pinions, fo that they cannot hurt him, devours 
them. This bird eats not only flefh, but roots alfo. 

Wild chefnuts (brabejum Jiellatum } are fo eagerly devoured by the wild boars, that 
they feldom or ever leave one on the ground to fpring up, unlefs it Ihauld chance to 
fall between Hones. 

On the 27 th we arrived at the warm bath of Zwarte Berg, or what is called the 
bath, Agter de Berg (i. e. behind the mountain). 

The fpring arifes from a hillock at the foot of the mountain, to the weftward of it ; 
and chiefly from two fources. The water is moderately warm, , and depofits a great 
quantity.of a light yellow ochre at the bottom of the channels in which it runs. The 
hillock confifts of an iron ore or a ferruginous lava: and is heavy, black, Alining, of 
a very clofe texture, and ftrikes fire with Heel. The very road is black, owing to the 
dull of the broken ore. Which lies upon it like foot. The wafer has a chalybeate or 
inky tafte, but by no means fulphureous. It became black on mixing Peruvian bark 
or blue vitriol with it, and white with fugar of lead. The patients here ufe the W2ter 
both for bathing in, and at the fame time for drinking, though without any regulations 
or proper diet. The water is carried by a channel from its fource into a boarded hut, 
where there are a few Heps, on which the patient may fit as deep in the water as he 
chufes. The Company has caufed a brick-houfe to be built here, the care of which 
they have left to an old man. The few rooms that are here for the accommodation of 
the patients, are parted off by means of fail-cloth into many fmall cabins; fome of the 
patients live in their own tents or waggons, and others lodge at the farm that is fituate 
at the bottom of the hill. The bath is ufed the whole year throughout, but mali in 
fummer, or from Auguft to February. The mountain above it is called Zwarte Berg 
(or the black mountain). 

On the 28th we left this place, and came to a farm belonging to one Badenhorll, 
where they were extremely bufy in threlhmg out their wheat. Barns for laying up the 
corn are neither to be found, nor indeed are they wanted in a countrv, in which, at 
rhisfeafon of the year, there is nothing to be apprehended from rain, fotfiar the farmers 
can keep their com in a Hack in the open air. The great heat makes the ftraw fo 
brittle, that it crumbles to pieces, and therefore cannot be touched at any other time 
than in the morning and evening, when the air is become fomewhat cool. For threlh- 
ing, they prepare in rhe open air, a plain and level fpot, which they fence in with a 
low and round wall of clay. Here they fcatter the com loofely about, and then turn 
vol. xvi. o in 
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in a number of horfes, either loofe, or, as is more frequently the cafe, joined together 
in a team, in order to tread out the grain. In the center of this area flands a 
man, who holds the foremofl horfe by a halter, and on the outfide of it another 
man, who with a long whip drives the horfes continually round, and keeps them m 
a hard trot. Thus the ilraw is trodden quite to chaff, and rendered totally unfit for 
thatching. In this manner half a dozen men, with a few horfes, are able to threlh out 
clean in one day one hundred and twenty bufhels of wheat. Oxen are feldom ufe <3 
for tfarelhmg, as their dug would fpoil the corn. 

Having left this place, we croffed Booter Rivier, where we faw the fea-fhore, and 
paffing by Little Houthoek, went over Great Houthoek and Hottentot Holland’s Kloof. 
This mountain is very high, and on the Cape fide there is a road over it, that on 
account of its precipices has a moil dreadful appearance- This, and the road however, 
that goes over Roode Zand, are alrnoil the only, at lead, the molt common roads, by 
which all the inhabitants of the country mull pafs with their large and heavy-loaded 
waggons- At the foot of the mountain lie feveral pretty farms*, which, any more than 
the mountains and the fea-fhore, I did not leave unvifited. 

Here we kept new-year's day, and, together with almoft all the inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood, went down to the fea-fide to pafs the whole day in mirth and pleafure. 

Here 'we found thrown up by the furge, the Trurnpet-grafs (fucus bucdnalU\ in 
which they blew like a trumpet. 

Finally, having fpent a whole day in croflmg the very level and extenfive fandy plain 
that lies between Hottentot Holland and the Cape, we arrived at the town on the sd 
of January 1773* 

My firft care after my return to the town, was not only to look over and put into 
order the collections of animals, plants, and ieeds, that I had made during my four 
months' journey ; but iikewife to get them ready for being fent to Europe by the home¬ 
ward bound Blips. Therefore, after having well dried the feed, fpread out the plants, 
and glued than on imperial paper, packed up the birds and infects in cafes, planted the 
live trees, and laid up the bulbous roots in boxes, I fent confiderable quantities of each 
to the botanical gardens at Amfterdam and Leyden, by feveral of the homeward bound 
Dutch vefieis- What I had (till remaining, I divided into different parcels, and packed 
up for my patrons and friends in Sweden, efpecially the Archiaters and Chevaliers 
Linnaeus and Baeck, Profeffor Bergius and Dr- Monfti; thefe I had an opportunity of 
fending in Swedifh ihips, by the favour of feveral naval officers who honoured me with 
their friendihip# 

The following months I pafled as I had done the Iaft year, in botanizing in the 
environs of the Cape, and in making fhort excurfions into the country, as well as in 
examining and arranging my collections, and in making deferiptions of fuch of them 
as were new and before unknown. 

M. Sonnerat, a Frenchman, who, being an excellent draughtfman, had accompanied 
M. Commer$om in that capacity in his extenfive travels round the world, and to many 
different parts of India, was lately arrived at this town in a French veffel from the Me 
of France. I had foon an opportunity of making an acquaintance with him at the 
houfe of M. Berg, fecretary of the police, and more particularly while we refided 
together at this gentleman's villa in the neighbourhood of Conftantia, where we re¬ 
mained a few weeks for the fake of botanizing, and of fhooting a great number of 
beautiful Cape birds for the cabinets of the curious in Europe. 

Among 
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Among the many excurfions we made together, we refolved, in the middle of January, 
to vifit Table Mountain, and examine what might be the produce of its fummits at 
this feafon of the year* Each of us was furnifhed with fire-arms, provifions, paper, 
and other neceffaries, which were carried by two fiaves whom we had hired in the 
town for this purpofe. At three o’clock in the morning we quitted our abode, and 
afcended the foot of the mountain before the fun could rife, and by its fcorching rays 
render the journey too fatiguing to us* At a little after eight we reached its fummit, 
where it was moderately and agreeably cool* We were alfo recompenfed for out 
trouble by a great number of rare plants, efpecially of the Qrchidea y as they are called, 
which I never afterwards could meet with either here at other feafons, or indeed at all 
in any other mountain* Among tfaefe the orchis grandifiora , Or di/a unifora (Bergii 
Plants Capeifes')? was confpicuous by its beautiful flowers; of the ferapias tabularis 
we found only one fpecimen ; the ferapias meialeuca was diftinguifhed by its black 
and white Bowers, the mod uncommon in nature; and with .great difficulty, and at 
the hazard of my life, I got for the firft and lall time the blue difa Imgicornu^ which 
is as beautiful as it is lingular in its form. This laft plant grew in one fpot only," on a 
ileep rock, and fo high up, that in order to come at it after we had clambered up the 
fide of the rock as high as we could, I was obliged to get upon the fhoulders of M. Son- 
nerat, when, with a long flick, I beat down five of thefe plants, the only fpeci- 
mens that were then in bloom. M. Sonnerat, who before had not had an opportunity 
of collecting as many plants at the foot of the mountain as I had, made in this one 
day only, a collection of three hundred different fpecies; but was fo Angularly unfor¬ 
tunate, though he had brought with him three pair of fhoes for this excurfion, as to 
return to town barefooted. The number of fharp angular Hones which are rolled 
down from the mountain, and lie both at its foot and in the clefts through which the 
road goes, not only tear the foies, but alfo the upper-leathers of fhoes; fo that your 
thin French pumps are by no means fuited for excurfions upon the mountains, which 
require fhoes made of waxed leather with thick foies. 

1 able Mountain has acquired its name from its appearing from the town and harbour 
as if it were cut frnooth and level like a table. When one is arrived on the top of it, 
it appears pretty even in front, but on the other fide it goes oft' in gradual inequalities, 
like very broad fteps. In the clefts on the top there are feveral ftreams, which run 
down to the town and its environs, and fupply them with good, ffefh, and cool water. 
I could not difcover any vifible fpring, nor any lake with filh in it, as feme pretend 
there are; but all the water that was there, was collefted partly from rain, and partly 
from the clouds, which diffufe themlelves over the mountain, without falling down 
below in rain. On the fummit were feveral mouldered and decayed ftones, of a ftrange 
appearance, feeming as if they had been created by art* 

Ibe height of Table Mountain is 3350 feet, or, according to the calculation of 
De kCaille, 3353 feet at the weftem angle, which is the lowed. The Devil’s Moun¬ 
tain borders upon this to the eaft, and is thirty feet lower, though on account of its 
peak it appears to be fomewhat higher. Table Mountain conftitutes, with the Devil’s 
and Lion’s Mountains, one mountain, and is connected with them at the bottom, 
though it is feparated from them by confiderable vales at the top. 

One may afeend and defeend Table Mountain in feveral places, in front, behind, 
and at the fides, all which paths i reconnoitred this and the following years, in the 
fifteen dines that I went up to the fmnmit in the courfe of my three years abode in the 
neighbourhood. 


a 2 


In 


44 


TMUNEER&’S ACCOUNT OF THE CAFE OF GOOD HOPE. 


In front the mountain is acceffible only by the large cleft, which is diftin&ly feen 
almoft in the middle of the mountain. This afcent is the moft ufed, notwithftanding 
that it is the fteepeft, and particularly near the fummit, where it grows at the fame 
time very narrow, having, as it were, perpendicular walls on both fides. The foot of 
the mountain, below which the town itfelf is fituated, is about a third part of the 
height of the whole mountain; which gradually fwells, from gencly-floping hills, over¬ 
grown with rhicknefs, into deeper eminences, covered with ftones that have rolled 
down from the fummit; here the cleft begins, which at firft is about fifty or fixty paces 
broad, but by degrees is contracted to fix or feven, and at the top is almoft choaked 
up with ftones of an enormous bulk. High up in this cleft I found pieces of a fine 
loofe fand-ftone of various fizes, which, when rolled lower down, crumbled away into 
fmall gravel and fand. 

Table Mountain, as well as the Devil’s and Lion’s, and other mountains, have their 
ftrata or layers in common with thofe of Europe. The uppermoft ftrata are quite hori¬ 
zontal, but the lower ones lie in an oblique pofition. At top, the rock appears to be a 
kind of fand-ftone, or lava; the middle ftratum trapp, and the lowermoft flate. On 
the top of Table Mountain there are found both diffevered ftones, and firm rocks pro¬ 
jecting from the furfaee, which have mouldered away confiderably, not only at the 
top and fides, but likewife at bottom, fo that large cavities are formed in them. Thefe 
fubftances are thus decayed not only by water that has been left in their cavities, but 
evidently by the very air alfo, the moifture of which penetrates into the minute and 
fubtle crevices of thefe ftones, and diflblves them. 

The large ftones which have rolled down, and lie on the hills at the foot of the 
mountain, and have a very ancient appearance, are a kind of trapp, which have exca¬ 
vations in them of different magnitudes, apparently formed in them by fomething that 
has undergone a gradual decay. Thefe ftones, as well the large as the fmall, have 
frequently pieces of quartz both in the infide of them and on the furfaee, which 
evidently ftiews that thefe latter have not been formed there, but were inclofed in them, 
as they are not concreted with the ftony matrix, which is tolerably hard, but have 
a fmooth and poliflied furfaee. 

The rock, in the loweft ftrata of which the mountains are formed, is of a loofe 
texture, of a dark colour, and may be fcratched with a knife. It is fometimes of a 
lighter, or of an afh-colour. Both air and water are capable of corroding it, fo that 
laminae of a hand’s breadth appear ftanding er?Ct on their edge like a cock’s comb 
cryftal. Thefe lowermoft beds of flate, which are covered on the outfide with mould 
and grafs, fometimes constitute half the height of the mountain. And thefe beds 
run from fouth to north, not abfolutely in a horizontal direction, but funk to the weft- 
ward, and rifing to the eaftward, with mouldered and fharp-edged laminae, which are 
continued quite below the furfaee of the water, as is plainly feen by the rocks in the 
fea, as well thofe that are above, as thofe that are under water. 

The old hofpital i having been for a long time in a ruinous condition, as well as of an 
inconvenient ftrudture, the Company had refolved to build a new one on a larger fcale, 
and in a more convenient firuation ; for which purpofe proper artifts, with the necef- 
fary tools and materials, had been fent from Holland. The fpot for erecting this edifice 
on was chofen at the eaftern end of the town, between Table Mountain and the citadel, 
where it would be expofed to the fun and w ind. The ground-ftone was laid by Go¬ 
vernor Van Plettenberg, in the month of November of the preceding year; and the 
building now went on every day, though but very fiowly j a circumftance owing to the 
interefted conduct of thofe who were appointed to fuperinrend it, who not only gained 
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by protra&ing the work, but alfo employed part of the workmen, as well as of the 
materials, on their own private buildings. 

Two violent winds chiefly prevail on this fouthernmoft promontory of Africa. The 
one blows boifterouOy almoft every day in fummer, which is called the Goede Seafon 
(Goede Mouflbn) ; the other in winter, which is called the Bad Seafon (QuaadeMoul- 
fon). The fouth-eaft wind is violent, and attended with dry and very fine weather j 
the north-weft is tempeftuous, and, for the moft part, accompanied with Ihowers of 
rain. The former brings fhort and violent gales, following clofe upon each other, 
which often increafe to that degree of force, as to blow up not only duft and fand, but 
alfo gravel and fmall pebbles into the face of fuch as are espofed to it, who, being 
neither able to fee nor go forwards, mull either Hand ftill, or elfe throw themfelves 
down upon the ground. On fuch occafions, ftrangers frequently exhibit ridiculous 
fcenes, their hats, wigs, or hair-bags, being carried away by the wind the whole length 
of the (beets. Not only boats, but fmall craft, are likewife fometimes overfet in the 
road, and the people in them loft, as| was three times the cafe this year $ in confe- 
quence of which, when the wind is high, no boat will venture to go to or from the 
(hips. 

The fouth-eaft wind fprings up for the moft part towards noon, after a fine, warm* 
and calm morning; about eleven, twelve, or one o'clock, it rifes higher, and keeps up 
till three, four, or five o’clock, or even later, frequently leaving the evening ferene 
and agreeable. Thus the morning may be very warm, and require light clothing 5 but 
on the increafe of the wind, the air begins to feel colder, and frequently one finds it 
necefiary to put on a great-coat. Thefe fudden changes are the caufe that one is very 
liable to catch cold here, and that the inhabitants are in general fubjeft to rheumatic 
pains. This violent wind, though in fome refpefts it renders the fummer lefs agreeable 
chan it would be otherwife, yet ftill it makes the heat more tolerable. 

Before the fouth-eaft wind begins to blow, the clouds are commonly feen gathering 
upon the mountains ; and Table Mountain in particular, covered at the top with a heap 
of light clouds, appears as if it wore a periwig. On the wind's iocreafing, the clouds 
are feen precipitating down the fore-part of the mountain, without producing any rain. 
Sometimes, however, it will happen, though feldom, that the wind (hall blow, and no 
clouds lie on the mountain; likewife, that all the clouds being diflipated on the fore¬ 
part of the mountain, the wind lhall continue with clear and fine weather. The fouth- 
eaft wind is a low wind, driving for the moft part along the ground* The north-weft 
wind alfo is fometimes^ obferved to drive the higher clouds in a diredtion contrary to 
that in which the fouth-eaft carries the lower ones, and the birds are feen flying in a 
calm atmofphere between thefe two contrary currents of air. 

In winter-time the north-weft and fouth-weft winds prevail, which bring rain, and are 
dangerous for the (hipping that lie in the road, 

Thefe winds change in April, when, by degrees, the fouth-eaft ceafes, and is fue- 
ceeded by the north-weft. So febat April and May are months of imermilfion, as well 
as Auguft and September, and, on the days when it does not rain, the moft pleafant 
in the whole year. 

In January, and the months following, the road is the moft reforted to by fhips from 
Europe and the Eaft Indies, for the purpofe of taking in refreftiments at a place where 
the air is wholefome, and the moft plentiful fupplies to be had of wine and all kinds 
of provifions. When a (hip has anchored in the road, nobody from the town is fuf- 
fered to go on board of her for the firft three days, under a penalty of forty rix- 
dollars. 
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The Cape may, with propriety, be ftyled an inn for travellers to and from the Eaft 
Indies, who, after feveral months* fail, may here get refrefhments of all kinds, and are 
then about half way to the place of their deftination, whether homeward or outward 
bound. 

Strangers that arrive here from Europe, are fometimes attacked with a diarrhoea, 
occafioned by the many vegetables and fruits with which this country abounds, but 
which is not of fo dangerous a nature here as at Batavia. 

Such ft rangers as are defirous of fettling in this country, are at liberty here, as in 
Holland, to get their livelihood in what manner they pleafe or are able, either by a 
handicraft bulinefs or commerce, or, as is moft frequently the cafe, by both. 

It is a general cuftom in this country to fleep an hour or two in the afternoon, at the 
rime that the heat is the greateft. 

At table, the uppermoft feat is never given to any of the guefts; but the hoft and 
hoftefs are always feated at the upper end, one on each fide of the table, and the com¬ 
pany all around. The hoft always advances towards the ftranger who is his gueft, and, 
taking him by the hand, enquires after his health. If the perfon conies on horfeback 
or in a carriage, he is invited to alight and wjlk in. 1 he lady of the houle does not 
rife, but falutes him by a nod of the head. 

The French were at this time in very little eftimarion, on the one hand, becaufe they 
generally came without ready money, and were obliged to trade on credit, or elfe with 
bills of exchange; and, on the other, becaufe the African colonifts feared, that if a 
war broke out, thefe ftrangers would affift in taking the place; in which refped, they 
thought themfelves more fecure with refpeft to the Englifli, with whom they were in 
alliance. A French officer, though drafted to the beft advantage, and frequently wear¬ 
ing a ftar on his breaft, as a mark of his merit and his King’s favour, had but little 
refpect paid him; whereas an Englifli mate of a ffiip, with his hair about his ears, was 
much efteemed on account of his being fluffi of money, and of his nation’s being in 
alliance with Holland. Yet it was the French who moft enriched the Cape merchants, 
as, on account of the credit they took, they were obliged to pay more than others, 
and, at the fame time, had occafion for a greater quantity of merchandize, not only for 
their fliips, but alfo for their garrifon in the Ifle of France. 

The coins current here come either from Europe or the Eaft Indies. The moft 
common from Europe, which is here always termed the Mother-Country (Vaderland), 
are ducatoons. Drillings, and doits (Duyten). Ducatoons, either old or new, are, like 
every other fpecies of coin, of more value here than in Europe, in general 25]. per 
cent, more, that is to fay, twelve Drillings, or feventy-two ftivers. The flrilfings are 
feldom any thing more than Seftehalves, fuch as in Holland are worth five ftivers and a 
half. Two-pences (Dubbeltjes), and fingle pence (or ftivers), are fcarce; as alfo are 
ducats, and the gold coin called Riders (Goude Reijers). Dutch guilders are hardly ever 
feen. The Cape guilders are imaginary, and reckoned to thofe that receive falaries, at 
the rate of fixteen ftivers each. A rix-dollar is valued at eight fliillings, and a ducat 
at eighteen. Spanifli piaftres (Spanfe Matten) are willingly taken at the rate of nine 
Dutch Sellings. From various places of the Eaft Indies, rupees of different kinds are 
imported, which are equivalent to half a rix-dollar, and pafs current with every body. 
No money is coined, or fuffered to be coined in this country. 

The kind of corn generally cultivated in this country is wheat, and it richly repays 
the labour of the hufbandman. Small quantities have been exported to the Indies for 
the ufe of the better fort of people there; but the voyage has been looked upon as 
too long, and the freight too expenfive to fend any to Europe, till the preceding and 
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tills prefent year, when fome has been fent to Holland, where it has been found to 
be much heavier than the European wheat, Poland, the granary of Holland, having 
for feveral years paft been vifited by war, and partly laid wafte, and the crops having 
been in general bad all over Europe, the Dutch Eaft India Company determined to 
fend fome fmall veffels to the Cape to import wheat \ and laft year they fent one veffel, 
and this year two frigates* For a freight of wheat, the farmer is paid eighteen rix-dollars. 
A freight contains ten Muddes, or about twenty bufhels* 

Rye is fcarcely ever Town here, except in fmall quantities for pleafure, or elfe by 
fome farmer, who choofes to ufe the ft raw for thatchings, inftead of the rejik 
d&hotomus* 

The olivedhrub (oka Europad) was common on the hills near the town, as well as 
in other places. The leaves are narrower than in the European olive; and the fruit 
feldom comes to maturity. For this reafon it is not ufed for preffing oil out of it, but 
frequently as an aftrihgent in diarrhoeas. In other refpefts, this fhrub fo nearly refem- 
bles the European, that it cannot poflibly be of a different fpecies. 

At the farms and villas near the town, European trees are frequently planted for 
the fake of ornament and fhade, fueh as the oak, cheftmt, pine, myrtle, lemon, and 
orange-trees, which, when in bloffom , diflu fed the molt fragrant odour. 

The fummer in Europe has a much more agreeable appearance, with its leaf- 
bedecked woods and flowery meads, which, after a forlorn and dreary winter, fo infi¬ 
nitely cheer our eyes, than it does here, where no meadows are feen \ and the woods 
are full of prickles, and of a melancholy afpect. In the meadows in Europe the 
ground is covered fo thick with grafs, as to appear like a carpet j but here the ftalks 
of the grafs are at a confiderable diftance from each other, and exhibit in the intervals 
between them, the bare and fandy ground. 

As there are no forefts in the vicinity of the town, except the few fmall ones that 
ftand high up in the clefts of the mountains, wood, which is ufed in the kitchen only, 
is both dear and fcarce. Almoft all the fuel ufed here, is brought in by the flaves, 
who obtain it by digging up the roots of prater , and lopping off the branches of the 
underwood. Of this brufhwood, together with the roots, the flave makes two fepa- 
rate faggots, and tying one to one end, and the other to the other end of a flick, 
carries them home on his fhoulders. Two of thefe faggots, to make which it is a day's 
work, fell for two fkellings. 

Every flave is obliged to earn for his mafter two fkellings daily, which makes about 
eighty rixdollars in a year; fo that in a few years the mafter gets his purchafe-money 
back again, though the have, by fuch a heavy rental, cannot obtain the remiflion of any 
part of his (lavery, which inereafes with his years, and is cemented with his blood. 

Tamarinds, on account of the acid they contain, were fomerimes ufed inftead of 
vinegar, in this manner: the pulp of them were rubbed on beef, cut into thin flices, 
which, after being dried a little in the fun, were fryed in a frying-pan, and were very 
tender, and well-tailed. 

Cauliflowers, which in the gardens of the Cape, and efpecially in Robben Ifland, 
that lies juft before the harbour, are brought to fuch perfection, as not to be equalled 
in any other part of the world, are frequently pickled in vinegar, with Cayenne pepper 
(or capjtcum\ and afterwards eaten with meat by way of fallad. 

Some of the farms near the Cape had fences made of pieces of iron-ore (Yzer 
Xlippen), which were found in the environs. 

The arRopm echinatus (Ziekte Trooft) a low umbelliferous plant without ftalk, 
and even with the furfaee of the giound, grew in common near the town, on the clay 
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hills below the mountains. On account of the hard prickles it bore, as well on its 
leaves as on its ripe feeds, it was a terrible plague, efpecially to the Haves, who go bare¬ 
foot, and are frequently wounded by it. 

One of the ihips belonging to the fleet that arrived at this time from Holland, 
brought the corpfe of the governor Rheede van Oudlhorn, who died on his paflage 
thither. The admiral’s fliip came into port with her colours lowered half-way, to fig- 
nify its lols. The corpfe was brought on (hore, with all the pomp ufual at the inter¬ 
ment of a governor; the bells tolled, and the Ihips in the road fired a gun every 
minute,’ which did not a little contribute to the pomp and awfulnefs of the ceremony. 
Before the corpfe, two led horfes went in proceflion, followed by the fceptre, and the 
armorial bearings of the deceafed ; and after it came trumpets, kettle-drums, Soldiers, 
and burghers, on horfe-back, commanded by the major. By the death of this gentle¬ 
man, whofe favour I had previoufly acquired at Amfterdam, I fuftained a great lofs, 
with regard to the powerful fupport and afiiftance which he had given me reafon to ex¬ 
pend from him, in his capacity of governor, in my excurfions into the country. 

During ray ftay in town, I vifited feveral times the Leeuwve Kop (Lion’s Head), a 
mountain that Hands to the weft-ward of Table Mountain, and rifes almoft to an 
almoft inacceffible peak; from this peak it runs out in a long Hoping ridge, and termi¬ 
nates in a curved eminence, called the Leeuwe Staart (Lion’s I ail). Below its peak, 
the Leeuwe Kop is fo fteep in one place, that if one wilhes to afcend to it, a cord mult 
be fattened to the rock, by the help of which, one muft clamber up by a fide that is 
almoft perpendicular. The uppermoft layer I found to confift of a. loofe red fand, 
which crumbles away, and falling down, leaves great cavities behind it. On the very 
top of the peak, where a perpetual guard is placed for the purpofe of difcovering the 
approach of fhips, there is a finall hut, with a fire-place in it for dreffing provifions ; 
three guns, one of which is fired for every Ihip that is feen; and a flag-ftaff to hoift 
a flag on. By the number of guns fired, government is immediately informed whether 
it is a Angle ihip or a fleet that approaches. In the evening, the centinel goes down 
to his houfe, which is fituated in the cleft between Table Mountain and the Lion’s 
Head. When the Ihips that are defcried, approach, a flag is hoifted on the Lion’s 
Back (Leeuwe Rug), and when they enter the harbour, the colours are hoifted on 
the citadel, till they have faluted it. If any Ihip Ihould come within fight of the Cape, 
and afterwards pafs by it, the flag on the Lion’s Back is ftruck, as foon as it difappears. 
The flag that is hoifted varies every month, and is like a watch-word on the field of 
battle; for the colour of the flag is appointed by the direaors in Europe, and made 
known only to the refpe&ive regencies at Batavia and the Cape, and in feajed letters 
to the captains of the outward and homeward bound Ihips. Thus the captains of the 
Ihips may difcover, if on a fudden eruption of war, the Cape is fallen into the hands 
of the enemy, and in fuch cafe keep away from the harbour. In time of war, when 
any great fleet is defcried making its approach, the whole colony through the interior 
parts may be fummoned with the greateft expedition, by the firing of guns, the hoift- 
ing of flags, and the kindling of fires, which are diipofed at certain places, and diftfi- 
buted at fuch diftances, that thefe fignals may always be feen or heard from one place 
to the next. 

Robben Ifland is fituated at the entrance of the harbour, about four miles from the 
town. The Ihips that run into the harbour muft always pafs by this ifland, which 
then hoifts the Dutch flag. Sometimes, when a ftrong fouth-eaft wind prevents the 
Ihips from entering, they anchor befide it. This ifland was formerly the refort of a 
great number of feals, whence it alfo derives its name; but now thefe animals having 
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been driven away from it, it is become the retreat of chameleons, quails, and prifoners 
for life (called here Banditti), who are obliged to colleft every day on the fea-lhore a 
certain quantity of fhells, which are burned to make lime for the buildings erected 
by the company. Thefe prifoners for life are not only black Oaves who have 
been guilty of mifdemeanors, but alfo Europeans, who have committed heinous 

crimes. , , , . r 

Though the Lutherans in this town were numerous, yet they had not a church ot 
their own. The bigotted zeal of the Calviniftic clergy had hitherto been able to pre¬ 
vent fo beneficial an inftitution from taking place, as that of an edifice to the glory of 
that God, whom they themfelves profeffed to worfhip, and for the ufe and convenience 
of their fellow-citizens. The Lutherans were thus under the neceffity of performing 
their public worfhip in a loft, which they had fitted up for that purpofe. Still, how¬ 
ever, they had not an opportunity of celebrating divine fervice oftener than when any 
Swedifh Ihip arrived, the chaplain of which underftood and fpoke the German lan¬ 
guage. On fuch occafions, alfo, the holy communion was celebrated, and the money 
that was put into the plate became the property of the ininifter. 

The fhips now failed in different fquadrons fucceffively for Europe, a few only at a 
time, as in time of peace may be done with fafety. On the other hand, if peace is at 
all dubious, or a war breaks out, they go a great many together, in two or three fleets. 

It will fometimes happen, and that even by periuiflion, that a foldier and a failoi mail 
change places, and fucceed each other in their refpe&ive fervices. 

Before a fliip fails, the account is made out of every man on board, which accounts 
are fent with the fliip, or elfe may be taken out at the pay-office by fuch as chufe fo to do; 
fo that every one may know what is due to him of his pay. If any one fettles in a place, 
and gets other employment in the fervice, he may take up his pay every third or fourth 
month, but the guilder is then eftimated at fifteen or fixteen ftivers only, fo that the 
lofs is confiderable. But if he chufes to leave it untouched till the end of the year, his 
account is made out in the month of Auguft, when the books are clofed, which account 
he may negociate at eighteen, nineteen, and fometimes twenty, ftivers per guilder, and 
thus lofe little or nothing. A bill of this kind is like a bill of exchange, for which the 
Dutch Eaft India Company gives the full value in Europe, and which, in the mean¬ 
time, is readily accepted by merchants, and others who want to remit money to Europe. 
Other wife, as twenty-five per cent, is gained on all money exported from Holland, in, 
like manner twenty-five per cent, is loft on all money that is carried back in fpecie to 


Holland. . . , , ,. , 

The effefts of the failors and foldiers who have been taken into the hofpital, and died 
there, are fold by auAion, and chiefly at that period, when the greateft number of 
patients is brought in, and when the greateft number dies* 1 he money is^ laid out on 
their interment. In general the corpfe is fewed up in a cloth, and carried out in a 
hearfe; but if the effefts of the deceafed, after the belt part of them have been em¬ 
bezzled, ftill amount to a finall fum of money, a coffin is beftowed upon him often rix- 
dollars value. If what the defunA has left behind him amounts to ftill more money, it 
is expended in wine at the funeral; and great care is always taken that nothing fliould 
be left for his relations and heirs. In general, at fuch auctions the whole cheft, opened, 
but not always thoroughly examined, is fold at a venture. 

The Cape lobfter (cancer arElas), which is caught here, is equal in fize to that 
fgammarus) which is taken near the Swedifh coafts, but has no large claws, and is 
craggy all over, and covered with ereft prickles. It has a ftrong and not very agree¬ 
able tafte. . 
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The Medufa’s head (qftmas caput Medufa\ one of the moft lingular and curious 
animals in nature, was fometimes caught in the ocean off the Cape. It is but rarely 
that it is found thrown dead upon the fliore. In order to preferve it whole and un- 
damaged for the cabinets in Europe, it muft be caught far out in the fea by fifhermen, 
who muft take great care that they do not break off any of its limbs, and that the animal 
do not too much contract and entangle its outermoft and moft llender branches. The 
animal, when alive, or juft after it is dead, is of a reddilh or deep carnation colour; 
and, on being dried, turns greyilh. It Ihould be dried in the fliade during fine wea¬ 
ther, and in an open place, where the wind has free accefs to it; for in the fun the 
animal melts away, and, if placed too much in the fliade, it might chance to putrify. 
For this wonderful animal the fiftiermen frequently get fix, nay even fometimes ten, rix- 
dollars. It may be fent to Europe in a box filled with carded cotton. 

On the Ihore juft before the town were found various forts of bivalve fhells, and ef- 
pecially many large and beautiful fpecies of patella . 

Strand Dubbeltie was the name given to an umbilicus veneris^ or the upper valve of a 
eockle-fliell, which was covered all over with tubercles. 

Below the mountains, and near the fhore, are feveral hillocks of fand of different 
fizes, which are drift-fand, and fome change their place twice a year, according to the 
winds that prevail. Some of them have already begun to fettle and acquire folidity, 
and are covered with fome few plants. 

Among thefe the ridge of fand-hills below the Lion’s Tail is remarkable, which feems 
plainly to indicate the manner in which mountains were formerly produced, and their 
different ftrata formed. This ridge of fand, which ftands juft before the battery, runs 
fronifouth to north, and keeps in the fame line as the mountains near the Cape and in all 
the country do, inclining more or lefs to theeaft or weft, and confequently in the fame 
direction as the winds that prevail here. It increafes every year to the northward, quite 
down to the fea-fliore. At the weftern end it forms a curve, and goes off with a gradual 
Hope, a circumftance which is occafioned either by the adjacent fand-hill that runs in the 
fame direction, and is folid and firm, and is ufed for a place of execution, or elfe by the 
Lion’s Tail, which impedes the paflage of the wind. The fand of this ridge is loofe, 
and driven to and fro in fummer; in winter it is fomewhat firmer from the rain, but 
frill almoft as loofe as a heap of drift-fnow. Some parts of it may probably be a little 
more firm than the reft. Juft as the fand is driven, the ftrata are formed, and they lie 
here, as in the mountains, inclining obliquely towards the horizon. Some layers are 
loofer, others again harder, according as the drift-fand was more or lefs pure, or mixed, 
before it was hardened by the rain. Thefe ftrata run either in a ftraight line, or in 
waves or ftreaks of black and white fand, which at a diftance give the whole ridge the 
appearance of an agate. The black fand is thrown up by the lea, as well as the white. 
The former is in a fmall quantity, and the latter is driven more by the wind, and forms 
hills. This ridge of fand lies direflly oppofite to the tranverfe end of Table Mountain. 
The top of it is level, and of a middling height; towards the fouth it goes off gradually 
with a long Hope ; to the northward it is fteep, where the fand is carried far" over the 
fpot below, which is fhekered by the ridge from the wind. The wind can, in the fpace 
of one day, lay fand an inch deep upon its furface, which commonly does not fall 
equally, hut here and there in fpots. Stones, and other things that lie in the way, are 
bare on the louthem fide, but on the northern are covered with a ridge of fand running 
out in a point, juft as the fnow is difpofed in the northern regions, when it falls with a 
high wind. In the fame manner the ftrata of mountains appear to have been formed by 

the 


thunberg's account of the cafe of good hope. 


5 1 


the winds and waves, and to have derived their origin from the fame caufe, viz. from 
the two predominant winds. 

The tejiudo geometrica was known here by the appellation of the Syren (Syrentie). 
This Iand-tortoife, which probably is the raoft beautiful of its kind, was found very 
common in the fandy downs among the bullies. The Ihells of fuch as were very fraall, 
and confequently the moll beautiful, were ufed for making fnuff-boxes. 

Round the hills near the Cape grew the diforiia rufcifolia , and the borbonia lanceolata , 
much refembling juniper trees, and like the polygala heijleria , with their lharp leaves 
pricking the foot-paflengers; while the afparagus capenfis, with its recurved thorns, 
tore their clothes and retarded their paffage, for which reafon it has received from the 
inhabitants the name of Wakt en Beetje, Hop a bit. 

The tulbaghia aliacea (Wilde Knooflook, or Wild Garlic), which grew both in the 
fands near the Cape and in other places in the country, was ufed in he&ic fevers, either 
boiled in water or in fome kind of foup. 

At feveral farms near the Cape I had an opportunity of feeing wine made, and of 
receiving information with refpeft to the various forts of wine, which are made here in 
great quantities. The prefling, which is done in March, is performed in general, for 
want of proper tools and contrivances, in a more limple manner here than it is in 
Europe. The Haves gather the grapes, and put them into a large veffel. For the 
prefling they make ufe of a veffel, the bottom and lides of which are bored full of 
holes; this veffel is fet in the infide of a larger veffel upon a crofs piece of wood laid 
at the bottom of the latter; this outfide veffel has a fpigot and fawcet, through which 
the juice, as fall it is preffed out, may run into a tub placed beneath. The grapes 
being laid in the inner veffel, heaped up to the brim, three or four Haves, after having 
previoufly waihed their feet very clean in a tub of water Handing at the fide, get into 
the vefi'ei that contains the fruit, and holding themfelves fall by a rope fixed to the 
ceiling, trample upon the grapes, and fqueeze out the juice as long as they are able. 
In the mean time, the muff that runs out is put into large high veffels to ferment. If 
the aperture is obftru&ed by grapes or ftalks, fo that the juice cannot eafily run out, 
they pulh them away with a Hick to the end of which a few briftles are fixed. The 
trodden grapes, before they are farther preffed, are put, ftalks and all, upon a coarfe 
ftrainer (or the bottom of a bed) made of rattans, on which they rub the fruit with 
their hands, till the hulks go through it; the ftalks in the mean-time remaining be¬ 
hind, which are now feparated and thrown away, as they are fuppofed to make the 
wine auftere and bitter. The hulks are then put into the fermenting-veflel, which the 
next morning is in full fermentation, during which procefs the thick parts fubfide, 
and the muft grows clear, when it is barrelled off, by putting a wicker-balket into 
the bung-hole of the barrel, and filtering the wine through it. The grounds, which 
remain in the fermenting-veffel, are afterwards put into a fquare veffel or vat, pierced 
full of holes at the fides and bottom, which vat is placed on a crofs piece of wood 
in a larger veffel, with a fpigot and fawcet at the fide. At the top there is a fcrew of 
wood or metal, by means of which the laft drop of juice is preffed out from the 
hulks. From the dregs and hulks, that remain over from the laft prefling, brandy is 
diftilled. No yeaft is ufed for accelerating the fermentation. The white and 
green grapes yield white wine, and the red, red wine. The mufdadine grape, both 
red and white, produces the Conftautia wine, and the blood red grape, the wine 
called Pontac. Names are bellowed accordingly as they refemble more or lefs the 
produfls of the European grapes, though the refemblance is not always perfefl. 
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A great number of dogs are frequently kept in the farms; they follow the cattle 
into the fields along with the Have, keep wild beafts away from the farm, fometimes 
protect the mailer from the outrages of his flaves, and are ferviceable in hunting and 
on journeys. 

The horns of the rhinoceros were kept by fome people both in town and country* 
not only as rarities, but alfo as ufeful in difeafes, and for the purpofe of detefting 
poifon, As to the former of thefe intentions, the fine ihavings of the horns taken in¬ 
ternally, were fuppofed to cure convulfions and fpafms in children. With refpecl to 
the latter it was generally believed, that goblets made of thefe horns in a turner’s lathe, 
would difcover a poifonous draught that was put into them, by making the liquor fer¬ 
ment till it ran quite out of the goblet. Such horns as were taken from a young 
rhinoceros calf that had not yet copulated, were faid to be the belt, and the moft to 
be depended upon. Of thefe goblets are made, which are fet in gold and filver, and 
made prefents of to kings, people of diftinftion, and particular friends, or elfe fold at 
a high price, fometimes at the rate of fifty rix* dollars a goblet. The horn is of a 
conical form, thick at the bottom, and truncated at the top, a foot long frequently 
in old rhinocerofes, and is placed forward on their fnout. Two or three inches from 
this, the African two-horned rhinoceros has another fmaller and lliorter horn. In 
colour, it moft refembles the horn of a bullock. When I tried thefe horns, both 
wrought into goblets, and unwrought, both old and young horns, with feveral forts 
of poifons, weak as well as ftrong, I obierved not the leaft motion or effervefcence; 
but when a folution of corrofive fublimate, aqua phagmdenka^ or other fimilar fub- 
ftances, was poured into one of thefe horns, there arofe only affew bubbles, produced 
by the air, which had been inclofed in the pores of the horn, and which was now dif- 
engaged from it. 

Though few countries can boafl of fo much venifon and game as this colony, ftill 
here, as in Europe, at a certain time of the year, hunting and ftiooting are prohibited. 
Thus from May to Augull, nobody is allowed to hunt or fiioot, at leaft near the 
town. 

The hofpital I very feldom vifited, as I could not poffibly derive any improvement 
from any thing I faw there. I obferved, however, in this place, what I never faw any 
where elfe, viz. that the attendants on the fick were provided with ropes ends, with 
which they now and then corrected turbulent patients. Mirumfane morborum remedium! 
Both in the hofpital and on board of their fhips, the Company had for the greater 
part ignorant and unikilful furgeons; and, in general, when a ikilful furgeon was 
found among them, he was a foreigner. When emetics or fuch kind of remedies 
were prefcrlbed, they were fometimes written down on the head-board of the bed * 
and of other medicines, a dofe was commonly adminiftered immediately, which were 
carried ready made up in a box after the furgeon, when he vifited the patients. What 
moft contributes in this place to the recovery of the fick, is the excellent refreftiments 
of frefii meat and vegetables, that are to be had here. The principal furgeon 
makes his report to the governor every day of the number and ftate of the pa¬ 
tients. 

At Zeeko valley the company has a farm, where ftraw ( rejlio teBoruni) is cut and 
prepared for the purpofe of thatching, as follows : a bundle or fheaf, after it is cut, is 
held by the top, and all the ihorter ftalks that are loofe in it, are ftiaken off from it. 
The remaining long ones are then fpread out in rows to dry, and afterwards tied up in 
bundles. With tins the houfes are commonly thatched both in town and country j and 
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fometimes whole huts are built with it. A roof made of it lalls twenty or thirty years, 
and would laft much longer if the fouth-eaft wind did not blow a great deal of dirt 
between the thatch, in confequence of which it rots the fooner. 

Near Muyfenberg (or Moufe mountain) the wax-lhrubs (myrica querdfolia and cor- 
difolia ) grew in abundance along the Ihore. The berries of them are quite round, full 
of knobs, foft, and of the fize of a pea. The berries themfelves are quite black, but 
covered with a farina of a whitilh-grey colour. They are gathered in their ripe ftate in 
the month of March, and boiled in water till all the white powder is melted off, and 
floats on the furface of the water like fat; this, when lkimmed off and cooled, grows 
hard, almoft like wax, and is of a greenilh-grey or afti colour. The farmers ufe it 
for candles, when they get any quantity of it, and the Hottentots eat it like fo much 
cheefe. 

In the fandy plains near the Cape, and chiefly near the larger farms, the goldfinch 
(loxia orix) was feen now in the midft of fummer, very beautiful,^ of a crimfon colour, 
and in infinite numbers. Juft when the com grows ripe, he acquires his fummer-drefs; 
his browuifli grey feathers on the throat and back become gradually of a red colour, 
and leave only the wings and tail unchanged. The hen does not come in for her Jhare 
of this beautiful attire, but remains the whole year of a grey-brown hue. 

The country-people feldom make any cheefe ; and when they did, which was chiefly 
out of curiofity, the cheefes were fmall, thin, and of an indifferent tafte; the caufe of 
which probably is the milk, which, it muft be confeffed, is poor enough compared to 
the fine rich milk produced in Holland. 

The cows, as well as the other cattle, go to the field the whole year throughout, 
being driven home in the evening, and lie within fences in the open air. The grafs 
which they feed on in thofe extenfive plains, and which is the belt and moft copious in 
winter-time, in confequence of the rain, and worft in fummer on account of the heat 
and drying winds, is in general harlh and coarfe. Hence the cows give little milk, and 
that but indifferent. For this reafon, the cattle degenerate to a certain degree in the 
courfe of a few years. The horned cattle, of which the peafants herds in this country 
confift, are of Dutch extraaion, it is true, but are at prefent greatly degenerated. A 
Dutch cow that is brought hither, and has coll; forty or fifty rix-dollars, gives more 
milk than three others, but its offspring degenerates, and the third or fourth is exactly 
like the reft, which frequently give no more than a quart of milk a day. 

Frefli butter, which in general is made from new milk, is fold in the town for eight, 
twelve, or fixteen ftivers, and falt-butter at two, four, or fix ftivers, per pound. The 
price, however, varies with the confuinption. 

Though the country is inhabited by colonills, ftill the farms are not all held in the 
fame manner. That trad of country which is neareft to the town and'.harbour, or in 
the vicinity of them, has been fold by the Hottentots for tobacco, biandy, and other 
commodities. The other extenfive trafts of land were afterwards taken poffeffion of 
gradually by the colonifts. Thus the farms which are fituated neareft to the Cape, as 
far as Picquet-berg, and a little beyond it, are freeholds, or lands which are the un¬ 
conditional property of the colonift, for which he pays no quit-rent, and which he is 
at liberty to difpofe of. The other farms farther up the country, on the other fide of 
the mountains, are called Copyholds, which the colonifts have occupied with the per- 
miflion of the governor, and for each of which twenty-four rix-dollars are paid yearly 
to the Company in fine, which cannot be fold or transferred to any one elfe without 
the per million of the governor. The buildings upon the premifes may be fold, it is 
true, but not the land. 

Flanks 
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Planks and boards, as well as beams for building, were extremely dear, as they were 
fcarce, and brought a great way from the inland parts of the country, fo that the 
greateft part of them muff be imported from Europe or the Eaft Indies. They are 
generally fold by meafure, planks felling for two fkellings a foot. 

SheepVdung was frequently ufed for manuring the vineyards, and horfe-dung for 
the gardens. Sheep’s-dung often lies in the lheep-folds to the depth of a yard and 
more. 

Wheat-fields, vineyards, and gardens, are very numerous about the farms in the 
vicinity of the town and harbour, and there they have but few cattle. The vineyards 
in the neighbourhood of the Cape, the grapes of which being larger and riper, yield 
the beft and mod delicious wine, and confequently the more profitable, ocjafion the 
cultivation of wheat to be neglefted in proportion, which is relinquilhed to the farmers 
that live farther up in the country. The wheat-fields are often left fallow for feveral years, 
as every hufbandman has a great quantity of land, which he can afford to keep unem¬ 
ployed. Whenever either a new field, or a field that has lain fallow for feveral years, 
is to be put in order, which is a difficult piece of work, fuch ground is firft ploughed 
in the month of Auguft, and then again in May, after being previoufly fowed. The 
African ploughs have two wheels, one of which is fmailer than the other. 

When a youth is arrived at the age of fifteen, he mult be enrolled, and every year 
he muft refort to the place of rendezvous, in order to perform his exercife. On this 
occafion he muft take the oath of allegiance. When a father has two fons in the mi¬ 
litia, he himfelf is exempt from duty. Thefe reviews, both of horfe and foot, are 
held every year, in the town for the burghers, and at Stellenbofch and Zwellendam for 
the farmers belonging to the colony. If any one negledfs to appear at thefe rendez- 
voufes, he is fined. 

The farmers fell their merchandizes at the Cape, either to the Company or the 
burghers, but are not permitted to difpofe of any thing to ft rangers. 

Befides the regency which is, refident in the town, the country is governed by two 
courts of judicature, at which a landroft prefides. 

Stellenbofch is a village confifting of thirty houfes and upwards, with a church; here 
a landroft refides, under whofe jurifdiftion comes that part of the country which is 
fituated to the north and north-weft; the other pan of the colony that lies to the eaft- 
ward is under the fway of the landroft at Zwellendam. Stellenbofch is fituated in a 
narrow valley between high mountains, which are open to the fouth-weft or towards 
Falfe Bay. It has two ftreets with oak trees planted in them, and a river running 
through them. 

Franfchehcck Hands not far from Stellenbofch, below the mountains, and in the 
cleft of a mountain. It is remarkable for being the place which, immediately after the 
foundation of the town, was inhabited by the French refugees, who, between the years 
j 680 and 1690, removed hither from Holland, and firft began to plant vineyards in 
this country. 

Drakenftein alfo is a colony in the neighbourhood of the former, and fituate under 
the fame ridge of mountains. The mountains here extend from north to fouth, juft as 
they do near the town; and this direction of them is the caufe that the farms that are 
fituated in valleys between two mountains have their day and night at different times. 
Thofe who live under the mountains on the weftern fide have day-light firft, as the fun, 
having reached the tops of the mountains, which are frequently covered with hail, and 
thence appear white, in an inftant illuminates the whole weftern fide; while, on the 
other hand, thofe who live on the eaftern fide of the valley, fee the fun longer in the 
evenings, the other fide at the fame time appearing to them enveloped in darknefs and 
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a light-blue milt, while they themfelves continue to enjoy the molt delightful fun- 
fhine. 

Next to the Cape, towards the north, and directly oppofite to the town, are the 
Tigers Mountains, which are in the fame direftion with the Olyfant’s Kop, and the 
Blauwe Berg, or Blue Mountains, all of which are feparated from each other by 
valleys. 

Neither burghers nor hufbandmen have a right to marry till they have obtained the 
governor’s confent. As foon as any perfon has obtained this, which is ufually afked on 
Thurfdays, the bridegroom receives an order, which, in the prefence of the bride, he 
delivers to the jufticiary; who, after having carefully examined matters, and found 
that the parties are not too near related, gives alfo his confent to the match, and allows 
the banns to be publifhed three Sundays following, in the ufual manner, from the 
pulpit. 

So that when the farmers take their annual journey up to town to fell their commo¬ 
dities, buy the neceflary articles for their families, and pay their taxes, they mull always 
take that opportunity of being united in the bands of wedlock, or of having their 
children baptized at their parifh church. 

Should the governor refufe any one his permiflion to marry, ftill he cannot prevent 
the parties contracted from living together, who, in fuch cafes, are frequently obliged 
to put oft' their nuptials till the arrival of another governor, whofe confent they may 
obtain. Sometimes it happens that the bride has recourfe to the jufticiary, who may 
think proper to order the marriage to be confummatea. In this cafe, if the bridegroom 
be at that time engaged in the Company’s fervice, he may have the misfortune to be 
fent away by the governor to fome place in the Eaft Indies. The fair fex here, in ge¬ 
neral, marry very young, and, as the boundaries of the colony have been much ex¬ 
tended of late, the increafe of population has likewife been very great. 

The country-people have provifions in abundance, but are frequently in want of fur¬ 
niture. One frequently fees chairs and tables made by the farmer himfelf, which he 
covers with calf-lkin, or makes of platted leathern ltraps. The floors in the houfes are 
formed of earth, beaten down hard and fmooth. In order to make them hard and firm, 
they are overlaid either with a mixture of water and cow-dung, or with bullock’s 
blood, which renders them at the fame time rather flippery. 

Various forts of fruits, belides raifins, were dried for the ufe of the fliips. 

In winter, fait meat is fometimes eaten, though very rarely; but fcarcely any is fold 
to the fliips. 

When a farm is fold in the country, the bargain is concluded, and the farm paid 
for in gilders, three of which are reckoned to a rix-tlollar 

The town as well as country-people look upon this country, or their mother-land, as 
they term it, to be far fuperior to others, as it produces every neceflary of life in abun¬ 
dance ; though at the fame time, they are confcious that Europe, their father-land, mu ft 
furnifh them with every thing elfe, even to the very plough-ihare, with which they till 
this their fertile country. 

In the various excurfions I made into the country, this as well as the preceding years, 

I have been more and more convinced, that the whole promontory, called the Cape, is 
nothing but a mountain j for all the ridges and chains of mountains, as well the greateft 
as the linallefl:, run between fouth-eaft and north-well, and thus take the fame direction 
as the violent winds that prevail in this country. They alfo run parallel to, but at une¬ 
qual diftances from each other, fo that fome of the vales that are interpoled between 
them, are broad, and frequently inhabited, while others again are very narrow. To¬ 
wards 
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wards the north-weft, I have not had an opportunity of feeing their termination; they 
probably run that way as far as to the fea, without leaving any path for walking on the 
fhore. Towards the fouth-eaft, all of them, except Hottentot Holland’s mountain, ter¬ 
minate in a gentle declivity, before they reach the fea-lhore. It is Angular, that when 
one goes from the town into the country, from fouth to north, and paffes over a moun¬ 
tain, the country on the farther fide is found to be more elevated j and if we traverfe 
the mountains that we meet with farther on, the height of the country ftill increafes, 
and fo on for three or four days journey. So that the country between thefe ridges is 
nothing but a vale, which is fo broad as to have obtained the name of a province, and 
is adorned with feveral farms. On afcending the mountains furrounding fuch valleys, 
we fee fimilar ridges and valleys in miniature, but much fmaller, and rarely inabited. 
The diftances between feme of the ridges may be fix miles and more, between others 
only two or three, and on the tops of the mountains no more than a ftones throw. 
Such a trad of land, however, is not plain and level, like a meadow, but deeper in the 
middle, where the deepeft rivers, formed by the conjunction of feveral branches in one, 
run parallel with the ridges of the mountains themfelves, and it gradually rifes higher 
on each fide, in proportion as we approach the mountains. 

Near the Cape, which forms the fouthernmoft angle of the triangle of Africa, the 
mountains have the leaft extent. The farther one advances up into the country, and 
the broader it grows, the longer are the ridges formed by the mountains. And the far¬ 
ther one proceeds among the mountains, and the higher the country is, the colder one 
always finds the climate. In winter there falls fnow, or what is more frequently the 
cafe, hail, the depth of fix inches or more, which lies feveral days, and on the tops of 
mountains for weeks together, without melting. In the mondi of O&ober I obferved 
the hail ftill lying on the fnow-white tops of the mountains, while the country below 
was clad in its richeft fuminer attire. Likewife in proportion as the cold increafes in 
confequence of the elevation of the country, all vegetables are later produced. The 
difference I found here and in fome other places, to amount to as much as two months. 
Near the Cape, therefore, all plants and flowers make their appearance the fooneft, the 
country there being lower, and the air milder. In like manner, the whole fouthern 
coaft, where the mountains go off with a gradual declivity, is always the warmeft, and 
is for this reafon the moll populous and belt inhabited part of the whole colony. 

This defcription of the extent, appearance, and height of the mountains, together 
with the nature of the country, I hope may throw rather more light on the geography 
of this part of Africa, than we had before, at the fame time that it difcovers the reafon 
why a country fltuated in fo good and temperate a climate, is in fome places extremely 
fertile and cultivated, and in others, abfolutely bare, and in fa£t, almoft defert and inac- 
ceffible. 

The Dutch officers, both of the outward and homeward-bound Ihips, efpecially of the 
latter, difpofe here of a great quantity of merchandize of different kinds ; the former 
bring for fale, wines, beer, cured hams, cheefe. tobacco pipes, and fometimes haber- 
dalhery and hardware j the latter, cottons, chintzes, rice, tea, &c. And if they cannot 
difpofe of their merchandize to the dealers feparately, they put them up at a public 
auction. One likewife fees many of the burghers, who have bought various articles by 
wholefale, fell them again by audtion. Such Tales by auction are frequently held alfo 
in the fpring and winter months, on the Company’s account; and government generally 
takes the precaution not to allow of the auctions of individuals, dll the Company has dif- 
pofed of its merchandizes firft. 
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Of the foreign naval officers, the Englifh and Danifh carry on the greatefl trade. 
The former chiefly fell large quantities of fine and coarfe hardware, efpecially failor's 
knives, fciffars, and other fimilar articles. The latter, in going out, fell Danifh ale and 
tar, and on their return, chintzes from Bengal. The Swedifh officers traded for little 
or nothing; on their return, they only difpofed of a few caniflers of tea, fome Nankin 
and Chinefe filks, fcarcely to a greater amount, than what they paid at their inn for the 
few days they were on fhore. Otherwife, delirable articles from Sweden are coarfe grey 
cloth, lumber, copper, iron, brafs, fpades, herrings, and more efpecially tar, charcoal 
and iron, all which fell to great advantage. The Company charges eight rix-dcllars for 
one hundred weight of iron, though it is cold-fhire, and inferior to the Swedifh. For 
all wares and commodities fold by individuals at auctions, five per cent, muft be paid 
to the fifcal. The money for goods and wares fold by auction is not to be paid till fix 
weeks afterwards. 

Among ail the different nations that frequented this place, none were fuch bold failors 
as the Englifh. They would often beat about in the roads with a ftrong fouth-eaft wind, 
while the Dutch fhips either kept the open fea, or caft anchor under Robben Ifland, till 
they got a more favourable wind. The former have for the moft part no other rule 
than their own judgment and experience, and their fhips are better failers; whereas the 
latter have heavier and more unwieldy fhips, and are obliged to aft according to the 
Company’s orders. 

Foreign fhips were faid to pay for anchorage only five hundred guilders; but all the 
provifions they want they muft pay dear for, owing to the impofts eftablifhed by the 
company or meat and wines. Strangers pay two ftivers for a pound of meat, which the 
company has for three doits, or about a fifth part of the price. 

In the baptifm of children, the Cape clergy confider it as a circumflance of the firfl 
importance that the father fhould be known, and be prefent. If the child is a baftard, 
and its father does not difcover himfelf, the infant remains unbaptized. If the mother 
is a Black or a Hottentot, but the father a Chriftian, who requires it to be baptized, it 
is baptized. Every chriftening muft be performed in the church, for which reafon fuch 
colonifts as live far up in the country, muft take their infants with them when they go 
to the Cape, though, as is fometimes the cafe, it be but fix months old. 

The gardens both within and without the town, fuffer great devaftation from three or 
four different fpecies of rats which are generally termed moles. One of thefe, called 
the White Mole (Witte Moll, marmota Africana ), is of the fize of a fmall cat, and 
white all over, with a fhort tail. The fecond, called the Blaze-fronted Mole (Bles 
Moll, marmota capcnfis)-, is fmaller, and white with brown fpots. The third fpecies 
islefs common, and very beautiful, being of a greenifh colour with a fhining fur. The 
laft of thefe (talpa AJiaticd) or the Gold-green Mole (Blinde Moll), burrows in the 
gardens under the furface of the ground, throwing up the mould, by which means it 
ruins both the figured trees and hedges that are made of myrtle and box. The former 
lpecies of moles alfo are found in the land-downs near the town. 

When the people of the town planted trees before their houfes, they were very folici- 
tous to get a dead dog to put in the hole, by which means they thought the growth of 
the tree would be much accelerated. 

The Bay-tree (Jaurm mbilis ) was in many places obferved to form fo clofe a hedge, 
that one could fcarcely fee through it. It bent likewife to the violence of the winds 
without breaking. 

The Hottentots who had committed afts of violence againft fome colonifts living a 
great way up the country, and had been brought hither fome time before, were now 
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punifhed. Some of them were only flogged, others were flogged and marked befides on 
the back with a red-hot iron, and others had the tendon near the heel (tendo Achillis) cut 
out befides. After this they were fet free, and fent home again for a warning to others. 
They had not been taken without difficulty, as they had fortified themfelves in the 
cavities and crevices of the mountains, where they were out of the reach of fire-arms* 
Befides this, they defended theinfelves by rolling Hones down upon their enemies. The 
Company had ordered not only the farmers out againft them, but alfo a corporal from 
the citadel with five men to bombard them with hand grenades* At laft they were 
taken by ftratagem, by the Hottentot Captain Kies, 

Accounts were now again received from Roggeveld, that the Bofhies-men Hottentots 
had plundered and killed the farmers in that diftrict. 

In the month of March, when I paffed a whole day on the top of Table Mountain, 
I was gratified in the evening with a Angular and moft beautiful profpeft from this 
confiderable eminence. Table Mountain, like all other mountains in this country, lies 
in a direction from north-weft to fouth-eaft, thus leaving one of its long fides open to 
the north-eaft, and the other to the fouth weft. The fun, rifing in the eaft, does not 
here proceed towards the fouth, as in Europe, but towards the north, and at laft finks 
into the ocean to the weftward of the mountain. This makes an earlier morning, and 
exhibits the fun fooner on the north-eaft fide, and a longer afternoon, and later fun on 
the fouth-weft fide. So that on the top of this mountain, about five o'clock in the 
afternoon, two different worlds, as it were, prefented themfelves to my view, of which 
the weftern ftill enjoyed the fineft fun-fhine and a clear horifon, while the eaftern was 
already covered with darknefs and a thick impending rnlfL This mift, which had ex¬ 
haled from the heated plain, and was now condenfed in the fudderjy cooled air, was fo 
thick that no part of the whole country was to be feen, but the whole region refembled 
a fniooth unbroken cloud, and did not a little contribute to render the view on each 
fide of the mountain remarkably different, though a moment before they were much 
the fame. 

In the month of May, between the 13th and 19th, in company with Major Gordon 
and an Englifh gardener, lately arrived, of the name of Mafon, I made an excurfion 
on foot round the mountains fituate between the Cape and Faife Bay, Having afcended 
the front of the valley, as high as the fummit of Table Mountain, we faw a valley to 
the right, which runs down to the fea-fbore* To the left a fountain was feen bubbling 
up, and forming a narrow rivulet; but it was fo much overgrown with buflies, that its 
fource under a large rock could not be perceived* In all the flat dales of the mountain, 
both the large and fmall ones, there was mould, water, and mofs, which formed a 
kind of bog* Towards the fouth-eaft it gradually fubfides into valleys, juft in the front 
of H ut Baay. 

Through the vale called Babian's Kloof (Baboon’s valley), which, proceeding from 
Table Mountain, parts the ridge of mountains that runs from Conftantia to the iartheft 
point in the fouth, we went to Hout Baay, where there was a farm; to the right we 
had the Uttle Lion's Head, a peaked mountain, refembling the great Lion’s Head near 
the Cape, and the Karfunkel (or Carbuncle) Mountain, which is oblong, and covered 
at the foot with a fine white quickfand reaching as far as to the fea-fhore. This latter 
mountain forms a promontory, the uttermoft point oi which, rifing into a conical protu¬ 
berance that hangs over the fea, is called the Hang-lip. This is feparaced, as well as 
the Lion's Head, from Table Mountain* Table Mountain has a confiderable rivulet 
at its top, a branch of which empties itfelf into Hout Baay (or Wood Bay). The fea 
at low water formed, in Hout Baay, rivers, the banks of which were fteep from the 
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fand that had fallen down* At the mouth a river was formed in a crofs direffion, the 
banks of which were likewife extremely fteep from the fallen land* The whole bay 
was full of round fand-ftones, like the fhores of the lake Vetter* To the left was i'een 
Steenberg, or Stone Mountain ; at the foot of which, on the other fide, are fituated 
Great and Little Conftantia, and which runs out into the fea in a promontory called 
Sreenbergenhoek, where there is a farm belonging to the company, and known by the 
mime of Muyfenberg, or Moufe Mountain, 

From Hout Baay we went over the mountains to North Hoek, where three farms 
are laid out near a large pool of water* The projecting point itfelf of the mountain 
over which we had palled, is called North Hook, and the oppofite projection the Slange 
Kop (or Serpent's Head). The downs here confifted all of quickfand, raifrd into hills 
of various heights; thofe that had been lately formed being ftiil bare, and thufe that 
were of a more ancient date, overgrown with bullies, eipedally the wax-fhrub (jnyrica 
coralifolio), which frequently grew on them low and creeping. A fait-pan that lay to 
the fouth-eaft, had banks of two or three yards in height; it was now partly filled with 
water, the furface of which was covered with flamingoes {phmnicopjerus ruber). Its 
bottom was fandy, or a mixture of fand and clay* In winter-time it is filled with water 
for the fpaceof feveral months. It has its wetter from rain, and not from the fea, from 
which it is at a confiderabie diftance ; confequently its water is not encreafed or dimi- 
nilhed by the tide. Duyn-hout, or Xwart-hout, was the name given to aflirub that has 
flefhy leaves, and was without bloflbms, foliis compofitis^ folio Its cuneiformibus carnofts. 
It appeared to be an umbelliferous plant* Here we met with the celebrated farmer 
Jan Bruyns, one of the bell markfmen in the country, and who had made the unfortu- 
, nate expedition with Heupnaer to the Rio de la Goa, through the country of the Caf- 
fres, w r hen feven of the company were maffacred by the Caftres, and himfelf with only 
five others efcaped. 

The Slange J 3 ofch (feriphium) which grew here, was faid, when made into a decoc¬ 
tion, to expel worms* 

After pur fifing our journey farther over the mountains to Wildfchut's brand, wher e 
we found only one Hottentot hut, fituated in a fine grafs plot on the mountain j we 
went a little way back again over the fame mountains, and arrived at Falfe Bay. 

The barren mountains, which run from Falfe Bay out into the fea, are called by the 
colonifts, as well as by the failors, Norweegen or Norway* 

Bay Falfo, Falfe or Simon-s Bay, is a name given to the harbour on this fide, where 
the fhips only touch in winter, and where they are fheltered from the north-weft 
ftorms, fo dangerous in this feafon to the fhips that lie in Table Bay. This harbour is 
larger than that of the Gape* The fliore is not broad, and in feveral places, by 
reafon of the mountains jetting out into the fea, there is none at all. The houfes 
Hand on the tops of the hills, and are fometimes very unfit for the accommodation of 
ftrangers. A large round rock in the harbour went by the name of the Ark, 
another was called the Romance Rock; and an Aland, fituated farther out to the eaft- 
ward, Malagas Ifland. Befides a houfe belonging to the company, in which lives a 
refident, there are here an hofpital, a warehoufe, a flaughterhoufe, and a few farm- 
houfes belonging to individuals. The company's garden lay at fome diftance. 

From Falfe Bay we went over flat and low lands, paffed Muyfenberg and the com¬ 
pany's filhing place, back to the Cape. In different parts of the fandy plains there 
were final! lakes, as they might be called, of fait water, which had not yet been dried 
up by the fummer's heat. Thefe plains, abounding as they did in water, ftiil 
harboured in different parts fome Flamingoes, which, with their white and blood-red 
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feathers, adorned thefe fpots, and devoured the infefts and worms in the water. We 
fliot one of them, and broke the wing bone, which prevented the bird from flying j 
but we had ftill the greateft difficulty to catch it, as with its long legs it waded through 
the water, which was a foot deep, much fatter than we were able to follow it. 

On the lft of June, being Whit-Monday, there arofe a very high north-weft wind, 
with violent hurricanes and fiiowers of rain j at night, in this ftorm, the JongeThomas, 
one of the four fliips belonging to the company, that were ftill in the road, having 
loft all its anchors, one after the other, was driven on the fands near the fliore, at 
Zout Rivier, and, in confequence of its heavy lading, fplit into two pieces in the 
middle. The furge rofe to an amazing height on the ihores towards this fide, and 
Zout Rivier was fo fwollen, that it was almoft impaflable. It is true, from the middle 
of May to the middle of Auguft, the Company’s fliips are prohibited from lying in the 
road; yet it fometimes happens, that the governor permits it in order to avoid the 
inconveniences* of victualling and lading the fliips in Falfe Bay. Independently of the 
lofs fuftained by the company, as well in fliips as merchandize, there periffied alfo 
unfortunately on this occafion, a number of the crew, who, for the want of affiflance, 
were loft, and met with a deplorable death, very near the land. Only fixty-three 
men efcaped, one hundred and forty-nine being unhappily drowned. 

The fliip had fcarcely ftruck, which happened juft at day-break, when the moft 
efficacious expedients were ufed to fave as much as poffible of the Company’s property 
that might chance to be thrown on fliore, though I could not perceive that the 
leaft care was taken to deliver a fingle foul of the crew from their forlorn and miferable 
fituation. Thirty men were inftantly ordered out, with a ftripling of a lieutenant, from 
the citadel, to the place where the fhip lay, in order to keep a ftri£t look-out, and pre¬ 
vent any of the company’s effects from being ftolen ; and a gibbet was erected, and 
at the fame time an edift iffued, importing that whoever fhould come near that fpot, 
fliould be hanged up immediately, without trial or fentence of judgment being palled 
upon him. This was the caufe that the compaflionate inhabitants, who had gone out 
on horfeback to afford the wretched fufferers fome affiflance, were obliged to turn 
back without being able to do them the leaft fervice; but, on the contrary, were, 
together with me, ocular witneffes of the brutality and want of feeling fliewn by 
certain perfons on this occafion, who did not beftow a thought on affording their fellow- 
creatures, that fat on the wreck periffiing with cold, hunger, and thirft, and were 
almoft in the arms of death, the leaft affiftance or relief. 

Another circum fiance contributed to render this other wife diftreffing fcene ftill more 
affii&ing. Among the few, who were lucky enough to be able to fave their lives by 
fwimming from the wreck, was the gunner, a man with whom I was acquainted, and 
met with feveral times afterwards in the town : he had ftript himfelf quite naked, in 
order that he might fwim the eafier, and had the good luck to come alive to fhore, 
which was not the cafe with every one that could fwim; for many were either dallied 
to pieces againft the rocks, or elfe by the violence of the furf carried back again to fea. 
When he arrived on fliore, he found his cheft landed before him ; but juft as he was 
going to open.it, and take out his great coat, the lieutenant, who commanded the 
party, drove him away from it; and though he eameftly begged for leave to take out 
the clothes neceffary for covering his naked and fliivering body, and could alfo prove 
by the key, fattened, according to the Tailor’s cuftom, to his girdle, as well as by his 
name cut out on the lid of the cheft, that it was actually his property, he was, never- 
thelefs, forced to retreat without eff'efting his purpofe, by this unmerciful hero, who 
gave him feveral fmart blows with a cane on his bare back. After he had paffed the 
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whole day naked and hungry* and expofed to the cold winds, and was going to be 
taken in the evening to town along with the others who had been faved from the wreck* 
he again afked leave to take a coat out of his chert to cover himfelf with ; but this 
having been previouily plundered, he found empty* On entering the town, where he 
arrived ft ark naked, he met with a burgher, who took compaffion on him, and lent 
him his great coat. Afterwards he, as well as the other unfortunate wretches, was 
forced to run about the town for feveral days together, begging for victuals, clothes, 
and money, till at length they were fupported at the company’s expence, and taken 
back again into its fervice* 

Another aftion that does great honour to humanity, deferves the more to be recorded 
here, as it fhews that at all times, and in all places, there are both good and confiderate 
people, as well as fuch as have nothing human but the fhape. An old man, of the 
name of Woltemad, by birth an European, who was at this time the keeper of the 
hearts in the menagerie near the garden, had a fon in the citadel, who was a cojporal* 
and among the firft who had been ordered out to Paarden Ifland (Horfe Illand), where 
a guard was to be fet for the prefervation of the wrecked goods. This worthy veteran 
borrowed a horfe, and rode out in the morning with a bottle of wine and a loaf 
of bread for his fon’s breakfaft. This happened fo early, that the gibbet had not 
yet been erected, nor the edi£t ported up, to point out to the traveller the neareft road 
to eterhity. This hoary fire had no fooner delivered to his fon the refreftiments 
he had brought him, and heard the lamentations of the diftreffed crew from the wreck, 
than he refclved to ride his horfe, which was a good fwimmer, to the wreck, with a 
view of faving fome of them. He repeated this dangerous trip fix times more, bring¬ 
ing each time two men alive on ihore, and thus faved in all fourteen perfons* The 
horfe was by this time fo much fatigued, that he did not think it prudent to venture out 
again j but the cries and intreaties of the poor wretches on the wreck increaiing, he 
ventured to take one trip more, which proved fo unfortunate, that he loft his own 
life, as on this occafion too many from the wreck rufhed upon him at once, fome of 
them catching hold of the horfe’s tail, and others of the bridle, by which means the 
horfe, both wearied out, and now too heavy laden, turned head over heels, and all 
were drowned together. This noble and heroic action of a fuperannuated old man, 
fufficiently thews that a great many lives might probably have been faved, if a ftrong 
rope had been faftened by one end to the wreck, and by the other to the fhore. Along 
this rope either a bafket or a large copper veffel might have been hawled to and from 
the fhip, with a man in it each time. When the ftorm and waves had fubfided, the 
fhip was found to lie at fo final! a diftance from the land, that one might have almoft 
leaped from it on ftiore. 

The vigorous meafures taken to preferve the Company’s eftefts and merchandize, 
were not, however, fo efficacious, as to prevent certain perfons in office from enrich¬ 
ing themfelves confiderably on this occafion. For when whole horfedoads of iron 
from the wrecks could be fold to the fmiths in town, it is eafy to conceive that their 
conferences would not ft and greatly in their way, if they could lay their hands upon 
portable and valuable commodities. The foidiers alfo were fo careful when on guard, 
that nothing fhould be pillaged from the wreck, that they themfelves every night, 
when relieved, marched into town with their muiket-barrels fluffed full of folid gold 
lace, which, though fomewhat damaged by the fait water, anfwered very well when 
thrown into the melting-pot. 

Though the hardeft hearts frequently are foftened by the uncommonly fevere mif- 
fortunes and diftrefies of their fellow-creatures, and though great and noble aftions 
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have at all times been able to excite the gratitude and benevolence of the fellow- 
citizens of the perpetrator ; yet (I am forry to fay it) I have it not in my power to con* 
elude this melancholy picture with feme delightful trait of generous companion on 
the part of the governor towards the poor fufferers, and efpecially towards the drowned 
hero, or of fome noble remuneration of his foil. For when, fliortly after, this young 
man folicited for the employment of his deceafed lather, which was a poll of fuch 
finall importance, that it could neither be confidered as a recompenfe, nor could it be 
envied him by any one, it was refuted him, and given to another. 

This unfeeling bon vivant of a governor, rich in money, but poor in fpirit, per¬ 
mitted him, neverthelefs, afterwards to do what others confider as a punifhment, viz. 
to go to Batavia, where he hoped to find kind patrons and a wider field for making 
his fortune in. And here he would dou briefs have attained his defires, had he lived 
longer j but in the very unwholefome climate whither he was now gone to fee his 
only brother, a merchant, he died, before an order arrived from the directors of the 
Company in Holland (which did as much credit to them, as it ought to have accumu¬ 
lated lhame upon the officers of the Cape), viz. that the fons of Woltemad for the 
fake of their father, Ihould be rewarded and promoted in every way that could poflibly 
be done. On this and fimilar occalions, I have obferved, how much an enlightened 
mind and a generous heart are to be prized among the gifts of fortune, above riches 
and honours; and how infinitely thefe latter are exalted by the former, if they are 
united with them, in which cafe they command every 0110*8 efteem, 

I now alfo perceive the reafon why the Europeans, both failors and foldiers, are in 
many refpe&s treated worfe and with lefs companion, than the very Haves themfolves. 
With refpeft to the latter, the owner not only takes care that they are clothed and 
fed, but like wife, when they are lick, that they are well nurfed and have proper 
medical attendance. The former go as they can, viz. naked, cr dreffed in tattered 
clothes, which, perhaps, after all, do not fit them ; and when one of them dies, it is a 
common faying, that the Company gets another for nine guilders. 

The violent hurricanes from the north-w'eft have more than once occafioned fhip- 
wreck in thefe roads. In 1692, three veffels, one Englifh and two Dutch, were driven 
on fliore and loft. From the fame caufe, thirty years ago, in the month of May, feven 
of the Company's Ihips were faid to have been wrecked and loft. 

On the 31ft of July a Have was executed, who had murdered his mailer. The 
delinquent being laid on a crofs and tied fall to it, firft his arms and legs were burned 
in eight different parts with jagged tongs, made red hot j afterwards his arms and legs 
were broken on the wheel, and laftly, his head was cut off and fixed on a pole. The 
judge that tries and condemns the criminal, is always prefent, and walks in proceffion 
to the place of execution, in order to give folemnity to the ceremony. The foldiers 
form a circle. The place of execution is between the town and the citadel, on a fmall 
eminence. 

On the 8th of Auguft, a Have was hanged for fome great crime. 

After malefactors have fuffered at the place of execution,- within the town, they are 
always brought out in the evening to the gallows without the town, where they are 
either hanged, and that generally in irons, in which manner the Ikeleton may be pre¬ 
ferred for a long time, or elfe drawn and quartered. There are two gallows out of the 
town, one at the entrance to the harbour, under the Leeuwe Staart (Lion's Tail), on 
which Europeans are hanged, and the other beyond the citadel, near Zout Rivier, on 
which Haves and Hottentots are executed. 
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Zout Rivier (or Salt River) is a river of confiderable fize, which derives its fotirce 
from Table Mountain, and difembogues itfelf into the harbour. The water here is 
fait, from the admixture of fea water, and rifes and falls with the tide. 

The oak (quercus robur) and apricot (primus Armeniacd) bloflbmed in Auguft, the 
former, juft after it had thrown out its leaves, and the latter, before it had any leaves. 
The alder alfo (betula alnui\ as well as the almond and peach-tree, were now in 
bloflbm. 

In the winter-months, when much rain fell, the water was in fome places feen mill¬ 
ing like a torrent through the clefts of the mountains, down the higheft, fteep, and 
bare rocks. 

Though the colony is inhabited to a great extent, and the Hottentots are almoft ex¬ 
tirpated, yet it fometimes happens that fiaves run away and hide themfeives, and that 
chiefly in the mountains. But it is very uncommon for a foldier or failor to run into 
the country, as he would eafily be difcovered there. When an unconverted Have 
runs away and is taken, he is beaten by his mafter or the officers of the police $ but 
if a Chriftian deferts from the Company^ fervice, he is hanged. The money laid out 
in the purchafe of the former, faves him from death, but the eftabiiihed laws do not 
fpare the latter. 

For the ufe of the foldiers in the citadel, cooks are taken into it, who drefs visuals, 
and fell them out in pardons to the foldiers. Every foldier receives from the Company 
three pounds of bread twice a week. 

Every foldier pays out of his wages two ftivers per month to the courier for boots* 
and is befides obliged to keep guard for him. 

Thofe wretches that are guilty of beftiality, are not put to their trial, or Imprifoned, 
but are immediately drowned, as being unworthy to appear before the judge, or to be 
vifited by a clergyman. In this manner a Have was now executed. 

The fifcal is independent in his office, not being fubordinate to the governor, and 
accountable only to the directors in Holland. When difputes and contendons arife 
between burghers or others, he fines them. The fine here is not proportioned to the 
crime of the offenders, bur, for the 1110ft part, fuited to their circumftances. The 
fifcal therefore, to whom thefe lines fumifli a confiderable revenue, treats turbulent 
and offending perfons as a phyficiaa does a plethoric patient, of whom he always draws 
blood in proportion as the ftrength of his habit will permit. 

Conftantia, confining of two farms, called Great and Little Conftantia, which are 
fituated below the eaft fide of Table Mountain, is celebrated for its highly delicious 
wine, known by the name of Conftaotia or Cape wine, which is fold in Europe at fo 
high a price. This wine is extremely fweet, agreeable and lufcious, and only fit for the 
deffert, as, on account of its fweetnefs, if drank in abundance, it lies heavy on the 
ftomach. Of the red wine, about lixty pipes are made, and of the white about ninety ; 
yet the vintage here, as in other places, is different in different years. Thefe two farms 
were for a long time the only fpots which, by reafon of their fituatlon, could produce 
this delicate wine; but lately fome other farms in this diftricl, and in a few' other places, 
have been able to bring their wines to the fame degree of excellence. But as the Com¬ 
pany has referved to itlelf the exclufive fale of the Conftantia wine, which confequently 
is confidered as contraband, and is not to be bought or tranfported to Holland under 
that name by individuals, they have hit upon the expedient of giving their wine, which 
in point of goodneis does not yield to Conftantia, the name of Mag wine (or Stomach), 
which in general is fold to the naval offices of foreign nations cheaper than the Conftan¬ 
tia wine itfeift 
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It is remarkable* that the governor increafes his revenue by every pipe of wine pur- 
chafed on the account of the Company. The Company ufually pays forty rix-dollars for 
every pipe* and the feller gives a receipt for forty* but receives no more than twenty- 
feven rix-dollars, three being deduced for the clergyman’s tythe. Ordinary wine is 
fometimes fold at the rate of ten rix-dollars a pipe* as was the cafe one year that I 
was at the Cape. As a pipe contains about one hundred and twelve gallons* the wine 
is confequently very cheap. In like manner other perfons in office make confiderable 
profit on every thing that pafies through their hands, which they are indeed often 
obliged to do* as their falaries cannot fupport them in a country where moft of the 
neceffaries of life are many rimes dearer than they are in Europe. Thus* while the 
governor makes ten rix-dollars of every pipe of wine that is fold* other officers find their 
advantage in giving leave of abfence to people who receive pay from the Company with¬ 
out doing any fervice for it. Some make their fortunes by falfe weights, others by 
damaged goods. A ffiipwreck fills the pockets of many. In confequence of the rapa¬ 
city of their captains and their mates, the failors feldom gel their due. The foldiers 
muft yield fomething to their officers. The fick mu ft ftarve for the fupport of many 
that are in health* and the defund muft leave part of their effeds to the firft comer. 

The governor this year caufed a ho£-houfe to be built in the Company^ garden for 
pine-apples. This fruit, fo delicate at Batavia, could not arrive here at the maturity 
and high Savour that it does in the Eaft Indies; in like manner the Pifang (jnufa pa- 
radifiaca. , or bananas ) would feldom bloffom in the few gardens where it was cultivated* 
and never yielded any fruit that was perfectly ripe and high flavoured. 

The American Aloe [agave Americana ) imported from the botanic gardens of Eu¬ 
rope, was now common on the hills near the town* and bloffomed finely every year, 
without attracting fuch a great eoneourfe of fpedators as it does at Amfterdam. 

The Porcupine* or Yzer-varken Q.hyjtrix ), whofe ufual food is the root of that beau¬ 
tiful plant* the calla JEtbiopka * will frequently deign to put up with cabbages and 
other vegetables* by which means he fometimes commits great depredations in the 
gardens. 

By the Swedifh fliips that were newly arrived, and brought feveral of my friends, I 
not only had the pleafure of receiving letters, but alfo the joyful tidings of the happy 
change of government made Iaft year in my native country, by which a great and good 
king, without bloodffied, and in a manner as noble as his conduft was wife* had been 
able to put an end to the difcord which for many years had divided his fubjeCts* to the 
great detriment of the kingdom. 

In my various excurfions to Table Mountain, I obferved in irs crevices both Daffes 
and Baboons. The former I perceived generally near the top of the mountain, juft at 
fun-rifing, when they ufed to come out to bafk in the fun. Whoever wiffies to fhoot 
them, muft cautioufly approach them, and with a quick gun take his aim in fuch a 
manner* as to lay them dead on the fpot. If the gun was not quick, they would make 
off, as foon as ever the prime flaffied in the pan; and, if the animal was not inftanrly 
killed, it would withdraw into a crevice, fo that it could not pofiibly be got out. The 
fleffi is fometimes eaten, and is tolerably well tailed. 

The baboons were pretty numerous, and indeed dangerous to travellers; for fitting 
undifmayed on the tops of the rocks, where they were frequently out of the reach of 
ihot, they would roll* and even throw down* ft ones of all forts and iizes. The ufe of 
the gun, however, was on thefe occafions indifpenfably neceflfary, as by means of it they 
might at leaft be driven to fuch a diftance, that the itones they threw could not do fo 
much mifchief. It is curious to obferve them in their flight. With their cubs on their 
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backs they will often make aftoniihing leaps up a perpendicular rock; and it is but 
feldom that they can be (hot j and even if any one of them is Ihot, it is not eafily 
killed. 

In the town, tame baboons are fometimes kept, made fall to a pole. Their agility 
in climbing, leaping, and dodging any one that offers to (Irike them, is almoft incre¬ 
dible. Though one of thefe baboons was tied up. Hill it was impt fiible at the uiftance 
of a few yards to hit him with a ftone. He would either catch the ftoue, like a ball, in 
his hand, or elfe avoid it in the moft furprifing and nimble manner. 

The baboons of Table Mountain, befides paying frequent vilits to, and plundering 
the gardens of the Europeans, feed alfo upon the pulpous bulbs of feveral plants, which 
after digging up, they peel and eat. Heaps of thefe parings were frequently feen left 
after them, particularly near the ftones, where they refi.de. The gladiolus plicatus ap¬ 
pears to be the molt favorite plant with thofe that live near the Cape, for which reafon 
alfo this plant is knoum by the name of the Baboon. v The root of this plant is foine- 
times boded and eaten by the colonilts. 

In the fandy plains near the Cape, the great white African mole (marmots Africana) 
is more particularly to be found, and that in abundance. It makes large holes in the 
ground, over which it lays little heaps of mould; thefe holes are very inconvenient to 
people in walking, who llep down into them unawares, and are frequently in danger of 
falling. The fize'of it is nearly equal to that of a cat j it is of a fierce nature, and, 
when caught, defends itfelf with its teeth. It feeds on feveral forts of bulbous roots 
that grow in thefe fandy plains in abundance, efpecially Gladiolufes, Ixias, Antholyzas, 
and Irifes. Pennant mentions it at p. 472. under the name of the African Rat. 

Thofe that are but in a fmall degree acquainted with botany need not be told, that 
by the opening and clofmg of flowers, one may frequently know with certainty, as from 
a watch, what hour of the day it is, as well as if the weather will be fine or rainy. 
Plants of this kind are common on the African hills. 

The moraa undulata never opens before nine o’clock in the morning, and before fun- 
fet, at four in the afternoon, it clofes again. 

The ixia cinnamomm (Avondbloem, Canelbloem) opens every evening at four, and 
exhales its agreeable odours through the whole night. 

The approach of rain is announced by the flowers of various bulbous plants, fuch as 
the Ixias, Morseas, Irifes, and Galaxias, the tender flowers of which do not open in the 
morning if rain, is to be expected foon; and if a fliower is to fell in the afternoon, they 
clofe fome time before. 

Several of thefe likewife diffufe an agreeable fragrance, particularly at evening or 
night, fomewhat like the odour of pinks, but fainter; fuch are the gladiolus tri/lis and 
recurvus, the ixia pilofa, fa leaf a, and chmamomea. 

The Earth-rofe (Aard-roosJ was the name by which the inhabitants, both of the 
town and country, diftinguilhed the byobanche fanguinea , a plant with a low deep-red 
flower, which is Scarcely of a finger’s length, and has neither branches nor leaves. It 
grows in winter and fpring in the low landy plains, both near the town and ellewhere 
towards the fea-lhore, pulhing only its duller of blood-red flowers above the ground. 
The antbolyza ringem , with its gaping flower, and the ever-varying gladiolus plicatus , 
which decorate thefe fandy plains in abundance, have their pulpous bulbs deep down in 
the fon d, and do not raife their flowers much higher than the Hyobanche above the 
furface of the ground. 

During the winter-months, three beautiful fpecies of gardenia were blowing in the 
Company’s garden. The gardenia fiorida was probably brought hither from the 
vol. xvi. K Indies; 
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Indies; at leaft, in my travels in this fouthermoft angle of Africa, I never perceived it 
growing wild any where, but always planted in the gardens, and that even among the 
colonifts far up the country. Here it always produced double flowers, and, confe- 
quently, no fruit, which the Chinefe ufe for dyeing yellow. The gardenia Roibrnannia, 
which has lefs confpicuous flowers than the former, and of which both the flowers and 
fruit, on being dried, always turn black. The gardenia Thtmbergia^ with refpect to 
its bloflom, is one of the finefl trees in the world. This little tree had been brought 
a few years before fronv the forefts of the country, where it is fearce, and grows very 
flowly, the wood being at the fame time fo hard, that on this account it is ufed for 
clubs. This tree, after it has once begun to bloflom, continues to blow for feverai 
months, producing frelh bloffoms every day, as faft as the old ones by degrees fade 
and droop, and at length fall off. The blofibm is ahnoft fix inches long, white and 
thick, like the moil beautiful wafh-Ieather, of an agreeable odour, and does not lofe 
its white colour. 

If the cold in this country were fevere, and it were abfolutely neceffary for the in¬ 
habitants to keep fires in their ordinary apartments, it would be a wretched country 
indeed, on account of the great want of fuel it labours under. The wood that is ufed 
for dreffing their victuals in the kitchen is nothing but brufhwood, being got with no 
lefs pains than expence from the fraaller trees and bullies. On making fome inquiry 
concerning this matter, I found that the following were the rnofl commonly employed 
for this purpofe ; viz. the Hems and roots of the protea grandiftora , conocarpa^fpeciofa^ 
hirta , meHiferas and argentea, a few fpecies of erica y and fome forts of brunia . 

In a country like this, where it is for the mod part impoflible to have recourfe to an 
apothecary, and the medicines fent from Europe extremely dear, the inhabitants had 
prudently thought of trying the indigenous plants of Africa ; and, among thefe, they 
had difeovered various ufeiul remedies in different difeafes. As a botanifl and phyfi- 
cian, I was eager to be acquainted with them, and never foil an opportunity of adding 
to the {lender flock of my knowledge, which often proved ferviccable, both to niyfelf 
and the benevolent and obliging colonifts. For when any of thel’e could impart to me, 
in their plain and artlefs way, a flight notion only of fome uieful plant, I was able af¬ 
terwards to give them a more accurate idea of its true ufe in curing difeafes. 

Many gerania^ with their red and pulpous roots, grew in the fandy plains near the 
town; and as thefe roots are of an aftringent nature, the country-people ufed them in 
the diarrhoea and dyfentery. 

The root of the bryonia Afrhana was employed both as an emetic and a purge. 

The roots of the afclepias tmdulata (Bitter-wortel) and crifpa , as*we 11 as the whole 
of the herb eriocepbalus^ were ufed for the purpofe of expelling urine in the dropfy. 

For the fame purpofe alfo they frequently made ufe of the root of the 'hamanthus 
coccimm , inftead of fquills, or the fcilla martiima * This plant is very common on the 
hills below the mountains, and hence has obtained the name of the Mountamriquill, 
Its root is large, white, mucilaginous, fibrous, and fomewhat acrid. After being cut 
into flices, it is fteeped in vinegar, and from this is made a kind of weak oxymel fcilU- 
ticum , which is ufed in dropfies and afthmas. 

The polygonum barbatum , which grows in ditches, and is of an acrid nature, is, like 
its kindred fpecies, ufed for dropfical and fwelled legs. 

A decodtion of the leaves of the crotolaria perfoliata was eileemed a powerful 
diuretic, and, in confequence of this property, to cure dropfies. 

The piper <$pcnfe was in fome places ufed as a ftomachic, inflead of common pepper ; 
and the fagara capenfts (Wilde Cardamom; was of great iervice to many people in the 
flatulent cholic, and the palfy. 


The 


THUN BERG’S ACCOUNT OF THE CAPE OF GOOli HOPE. 


6> 


Tlie juice of the mefembryanthemum edule was ufed both as an internal and external 
remedy: internally for the dyfenterv and the thrufh (aphtha) in children, and exter¬ 
nally for burns. 

They were very loud here in the praifes of the ofmites camphorina , to which they 
were pleafed % to give the name of bellh (or daify). This plant has certainly great merit 
on account of its camphorated -principle, and its ftrong poignant fmell and tafte, both 
of which evince it to be of a highly refolving nature. The plant itfelf is fometimes ufed 
externally, applied in bags to inflammations, and on the ftomach in cholics. But the 
fpirit diftilled from it, called fpiritus betlidh, was highly efteemed in coughs and hoarfe- 
nefs. In thefe cafes, however, it appeared to me to be too heating; but I ufed it more 
than once with advantage in the palfy and apoplexy. The genuine fpecies, or the 
ofmites camphorina , which is the very bed, I found growing on the top of Table 
Mountain only; and as it was obtainable only by a few, the ofmites ei/krifcoidcs, which 
has a fainter fmell and weaker virtues, was ufed in its dead. As an adringent in the 
diarrhoea, the rough' and audere bark of the protea grandiflora was frequently ufed. 
In the environs of the town grew likewife various plants, w'hich the inhabitants had 
learned ro convert to their own benefit when afflicted with diforders; as, e.g. 

The adonis capenjis and atragene ■oeficaloria (Brandblad) ufed indead of Cantharides: 
thefe plants grew on the fides of the mountains and hills ; and were exhibited in the 
fciatica and rheumatifm. 

The adianthum Mthiopkum (Vrouwehaar), a fpecies of maidenhair, grew chiefly on 
the fides of the Devil’s Mountain, and was drank at tea, in colds and other affections 

of the bread. ... 

The protea mellifera (Tulp-boom and Zuyker-boom) contains in its calyx a fweet 
juice, which, when infpiffated, was ufed in diforders of the bread. 

The falkornia fruticofa (Zee-koral, or fea-coral) grew on the fea-fhore, and, not- 
withdanding its bracktfo tade, was eaten by the foldiers and fome few others as a fallad, 
dreffed with oil and vinegar. 

Befides the Company’s difpenfary which was at the hofpital, another w’as founded 
this year in the town, by which means the country-people may now have a better op¬ 
portunity of procuring medicines than they had before, when they are obliged to pur- 
chafe them of the furgeons at a very high price. 

From the oxaiis cernua (Wilde Syring), which grew to the greatefl; fize and in the 
greateft abundance of all the fpecies appertaining to this genus, was prepared a good 
and ferviceable fal aceiofdia (or fait of wood-forrel). _ . 

Hard Looper (or I’aft Runner) was a name given, on account of the fwiftnefs with 
which it ran, to the carabus 10 -gutiatus ; an infeift that frequented feveral places, and 
often the highways themfelves. 1 his animal has the fame property as our Svvedifli gun¬ 
ner (carabm crepitans ), viz. that when it is purfued or caught, it blows out with vio¬ 
lence from behind a liquid, which has the appearance of a thin fine finoke, diffufing 
itfelf all around, and if it gets into the eyes, making them fmart juft as if brandy were 
iquirted into them. By thefe means it blinds its purfuers, and gets an opportunity of 
elcaping while the pain lafts, which is about a minute or two. 

Fifcal and Canary-byter were the appellations given to a black and white bird (lanius 
co/hris ), which was common in the town, and was to be found in every garden there, 
iis it was a bird of prey, though very final 1, it fought its food among the infers, fuch 
as beetles and grafshoppers, which it nor only caught with great dexterity, but likewife, 
when it could not confume them ail, it would ftick them up on the pales of farm-yards 
till it had occafion for them, fo that one would have fuppofed them to have been impaled 
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in this manner by human beings. It alfo caught fparrows and canary-birds, but did not 
devour any more of them than the brains. 

A beautiful green thrufli (turdus ceilonkus ) frequented the gardens of the town, and 
delighted the ears of the attentive burgher with his fweet fong. 

The winter rains having raoiftened the dry hills in the environs of the Cape, various 
beautiful and elegant flowers of bulbous plants began to fpring in the month of Auguft. 
The ulants that were more particularly common were the ixia bulbocodium , which varied 
much in the fize and colour of its flowers; the morcea collina and fpathacea, the depend¬ 
ent leaves of which twined round the feet of the perambulator, and frequently threw 
him down: and the moraa undalata, the flower of which has the appearance of a large 
fpider, and attraSs the flies called blue bottles by its fetid fmell. The elegant family 
of the irifes, however, efpecially the papilionacea. , excelled all others in the fuperb 
grandeur of their flowers, which was greater than can be expreffed. 

Caflfre Corn (bolcus Cajfrorum ) was cultivated by lome few people in their gardens as a 
rarity, and grew to the height of a man, bearing large clufters of flowers confequently 
it is a very profitable kind of com, but requires a great deal of heat. 

The mirabilis dicbotoma (Vieruurs Bloem, or Four-o’clock Flower) was planted in a 
few gardens, both for the beauty of its flowers, and its Angular quality of clofing them 
every evening at four o’clock. 

Among the various forts of fifh that appeared on the tables at the Cape, were the 
chinmra callorynchus (Dodlkop or lofeph), the flelh of which is white and well-tailed; 
and the raja Ttiiraletus (or Rock). 1 he raja torpedo too, (called here 1 rill Vifch,) was 
fometimes caught in the harbour, but not brought to table. 

Pelicans with their large claws, called here Kropgans {ypelecanus onocrotalus ), which 
are not fcarce on the coaft, were alfo kept in a tame liate, and lived on filh, and food of 
a fimilar nature, by the water-ftde. 

Of the rejiio dichotemus (Beefem Riet) brooms were made to fweep the floors with. 

The lingular name of King of Candia was given by the inhabitants to the hszmanthus 
coccineus and ptmiceus, one of the largell and moll beautiful flowers that made their appear¬ 
ance towards winter on the hills of the Cape, exhibiting in ltately pomp its blood-red 
clufters of flowers that grew clofe to the ground, and bare of leaves, which, previoufly 
to the blowing of the plant, had withered and difappeared. After the flowers come the 
fruit; and this is fucceeded by the leaves alone, which are but two in number, and lie 
down flat on the ground, like thofe of the amaryllis ciliaris : which latter plant, with 
its leaves fringed with black hairs, grew all over this dillri£l, though it was never once 
feen to bloffom. 

Befides the chameleon, which changes its colour, there were two lizards, very com¬ 
mon on the hills near the town ; the laceria Jlellio and orbicularis , fitting every where on 
the Hones, and balking in the fun. Both of them made a hideous appearance with their 
protuberant points, and when any body approached them, ran quickly down under the 
Hones to hide themfelves. 

The Hottentots generally elect a chief, whom they call captain ; and as they pretend 
to be in alliance with the Dutch Eaft India Company, the captain whom they have elect¬ 
ed, is to be confirmed by the governor at the Cape. One of thefe captains was now 
come to town, attended by a few Hottentots, to be confirmed in his new dignity, and, 
agreably to ancient cuftom, receive fome prefents. As a token of his authority, he is 
prefented with a large brafs head, on which are engraved the Company’s arms. The 
captain heads the troops when they take the field, either againlt their enemies, or for the 
purpofe of hunting wild beafts, on which occafion he alio throws the firft l’pear. In 
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other refpects, very little more regard is /hewn to him than to the reft ; and the chief 
difference between them feems to be, that he commonly wears either a calf’s or a tiger’s 
fkin, while the reft are clad in fheep-fldns* 

In winter, when the north-weft wind blows ftormy into Table Bay, whales are fome- 
tinies driven in* One of thefe fifh had lately been caft on fliore dead* It was above two 
fathoms long. From its back, which lay above the water, they cut out large pieces, in 
order to extract train-oil from the blubber* 

In like manner, during this leafon, there arrived at the numerous iflands that lie round 
about the Cape a great number of feals, which in this part of the world are commonly 
called fea-dogs, becaufe, while they are bounding up and down in the water, they bear 
fome refemblance to a dog. There they breed at this time, and bring up their young 
ones, and are caught in abundance for the Company, for the purpofe of making train- 
oil. It is fingular that the fea-dog, which is in fad a marine animal, cannot fwim by 
nature, as foon as it comes into the world. It is the fame cafe with this as with fome 
kinds of birds, which cannot fly till they are taught by the mother. Thus it is that the 
fea-dog learns of its mother to fwim. When the young feal is arrived at a certain age, 
his mother catches him by the neck and throws him into the water, where he plalhes 
about, till at length he begins to fink : the mother then catches him up again, and thus 
makes him try feveral times, till at laft he can fwim and go out to fear 

The farming out of wine and victuals produces to the Company a confiderable revenue. 
The former was now, according to annual cuftom, fold by au&ion on the laft day of 
Auguft; and he who iffds higheft becomes the farmer-general of the wine-contraft, 
having the exclufive right of felling wine, not only to ftrangers and to the officers of the 
Dutch ffffps, but alfo to the inns and taverns. The owners of vineyards, it is true, may 
difpofe of their wine to the burghers at the Cape for their own confumption; but neither 
they nor anyone elfeare fuffered, under a heavy penalty, to fell a fingle drop of it to 
any other perfon. By this means the wine comes very high to foreign nations, and at a 
tavern a bottle cofts feveral times as much as it does to private people at their own houfes. 
The farmer of the wines has alone the power of retailing out wine himfelf, or of permit¬ 
ting others who keep inns, for a certain confideration, to do the fame. The revenue 
from the wine-contraft amounts yearly to between thirty and forty thoufand guilders. 

The victualling contraft is conduced in a different manner. He that bids the loweft 
at the au£Hon is appointed the farmer-general of this monopoly ; viz. he [hat offers to 
furnifti the Company with frefh meat for its fliips and its other exigencies at the loweft 
price* From this contract, it is true, the Company receives no pecuniary advantage ; 
but then it gets all its meat at a much lower price, than it otherwife could poffibly be 
obtained. It is in confequence of this contract alfo, that the burghers as well as ftrangers, 
are obliged to pay an extravagant price for butchers-meat. Thus whilft: the Company 
get butchers-meat for two droits per pound, the burghers mnft pay at the rate of four 
or more, and ftrangers two ftivers; and while a bullock, fit for {laughter, is com¬ 
monly fold for five Dutch rix-dollars, ftrangers mult pay at the rate of ten or more. 
This contract is farmed out for one, two. three, five, or feven years; and certain fpots near 
Groene Kloof are ceded to the contractor for pafture grounds without any feparate 
charge. 

On this account, as well as on that of the language, which ftrangers do not always 
underftand, every nation whofe {hips anchor here, is obliged to have a commiflary or 
broker, who manages their concerns, and alfo contributes, as far as in him lies, to 
raife the price of every article to them. 
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Wheat, when it is wanted by foreign nations for exportation, is only to be had of 
the Company. The French fliips frequently exported it in the courfe of this and the 
laft year to the Iile of France. 

Many people, and particularly the failors, inftead of butter, ufed to purchafe the 
fat that had been melted down from the large tails of the African fheep. One of 
thefe tails, weighing twenty pounds, confifts of nothing but fat, which is the higheft 
luxury of the Hottentots. This fat is laid down in tubs with feme fait and pepper, 
and ufed at fea with bread in lieu of butter. 

Oftriches eggs were moftly purchafed by the naval officers. They are in general 
the perquifites of flaves, who, in tending their cattle, frequently find places in the 
fands where the oftriches have laid their eggs. During the time of incubation, a 
dozen, and fometimes even a fcore of thefe eggs (though for the moft part fewer), are 
to be found in one place. The Haves always ufe the precaution not to take away the 
eggs with their hands (in which cafe the birds, who perceive it by the fcent, are apt 
to quit the neft); but by means of a long flick they rake them out of the neft as faft 
as the birds lay them. Thefe eggs fold in general for a fkelling a piece, or about fix- 
pence Englifh. They are fitteft, and moft ufed for cakes and ceufs perdus; and they 
are particularly good, when eaten with a large quantity of butter. One fingle egg is 
Efficient for feveral people. And whereas hens eggs will feldom keep for any length of 
time on board of ffiip, and require great pains to be taken with them in order to turn 
them every day, oftriches eggs are eafily preferved at fea, on account of their fize, 
and of their thick and ftrong fhell. 

The Camphor-tree (Jaunts camphora ) brought from the Eaft Indies, and planted 
here, throve very well, though no great pains were taken to increafe the number of 
them, or collect any camphor from them. 

In like manner Turmeric (curcuma longd) was cultivated on a finall bed in the Com¬ 
pany’s garden; the root was fcarcely ever ufed here, though it is fo much in requefl 
in Europe for the purpofe of dyeing, and in the Eaft Indies enters into almoft all their 
(fifties. 

During the whole time that I ftaid at the Cape (almoft a year and a half), I never 
obferved that any public fair was kept here. In fact, fairs are not ufual in this country. 
In their (lead, public auctions are the more frequently made for all forts of foreign 
merchandize, efpecially fuch as is brought here from the various factories belonging to 
the Company in the different parts of the Eaft Indies. 

The burghers in the town generally make an agreement with fome of the fiirgeons 
in the hofpital to attend them and their families, and furnifh them with medicines. 
This is the more neceffary, as they have always a number of flaves, and fometimes 
dangerous epidemic diftempers prevail among them. This circumftance is the caufe 
that the phyficians and furgeons, who come as ftrangers to this place, and ftay fome 
time at it, are fcarcely ever called in, unlefs they can work miracles. My medical 
pra&ice in the town confequently was not very extenfive ; neither, indeed, did I ftrive 
to enlarge it, for fear of being impeded in my botanical purfuits. On the other hand, 
I had the greater opportunities of affifting the country-people in my medical capacity, 
who were both in greater want of my aid, and more grateful to me for it. Almoft 
always, and every where, I obferved that my medicines a£ted with the greateft efficacy 
as well as certainty upon the flaves, whofe conftitutions were not fo much impaired 
by improper diet, and were, befides, lefs accuftomed to the ufe of remedies. 

Though flaves are not ufually inltructed in the doctrines of Chriftianity, nor their 
children baptized, the Dutch Eaft India Company takes care that the children born in 

the 


THUNEEHg’s ACCOUNT OF TME CAPE OF GOOD MOPE. 


7* 


the lodges of their own female flaves are baptized, and in fome meafure inftrudted in 
the Chriftian religion. The reafon for this, perhaps, may be, that moil of thefe 
children have European fathers, to whom they frequently bear the molt linking re- 
feinblance.' 

The children thus iffued from Europeans, 1 had frequent opportunities of feeing 
married to black women. Their progeny, however, were not always like each other. 
I once faw iffued from fuch a couple, one fon, who was black, with large eyes, and 
refembled his mother ; another, who was rather of a white complexion, but varied 
with black fpots fcattered up and down, and, upon the whole, bore a greater refem- 
blance to the father ; and a girl, that was half black. 

"When the negroes are wounded in any part of their bodies, and thefe wounds heal 
again, the fears at firft are white, but the Ikin afterwards grows black by degrees. 

I faw an old Hottentot here, who was very much afflicted with an eryfipelas in his 
leg. The eryfipelas difeovered itfelf by its ufual bluilh-red colour ; and on the black 
ground it had a very frightful appearance. Other wife it was very rare to find any of 
thefe people with blemiffles on any part of their bodies, and much more fo, to fee any 
among them crippled. As they not only live fparingly, but alfo on unfeafoned and 
unfaked food, they are in general fubject to few difeafes. The changes of the climate 
are almolt the only caufes of the rheumatifms and fevers which lometimes prevail 
among them ; Hill, thefe diftempers are much more fcarce among the Hottentots 
that enjoy their liberty, than among thofe who have entered into the fervice of the 
Dutch colonifts. 

As far as 1 had an opportunity of travelling laft fummer, both to the northward and 
eaftward, in this extenfive country, I met with but finall remains of the once more or 
lefs numerous Hottentot nations, which, as late as the beginning of this century, ftill 
inhabited thefe vail plains. It is true, as fall as the colonifts fpread over the country 
in gradual fucceffion, the Hottentots have been obliged to retire, and make room for 
the dwellings and cattle of the Europeans ; but it is an undoubted fact alfo, that the 
fmall-pox, a new and to them unknown diftemper, has, like a peftilence, extermi¬ 
nated the greater part of them. Now there are only a few fcattered villages (Kraals) or 
focieries of them to be found, in which ftate they either live by themfelves, or are 
taken into fervice at the Company’s polls and grazing-farms, or elfe by the colonifts 
themfelves. For the molt part, thefe focieries, efpecially in the vicinity of the Cape, 
are far from being numerous ; but farther in the country they are both more populous 
and more wealthy. The few remains of them that ftill exift, have, in fome inftances, 
retained the names of their tribes; but more frequently thofe names are retained 
which formerly diltinguiflied each nation feparately, and are applied to the diftridt 
itfelf, and to the larger rivers which run through the country, or form the limits of it. 
The better the country was provided with water, the more populous were the inhabi¬ 
tants, and the more cattle they pofiefled; ftill, however, the whole nation did not 
amount to more than a few thoufand men, and each of their diftridts formed a finalier 
or larger province. 

The Gunjemans Hottentots were thofe that lived neareft the Cape, and on the very 
point itfelf; they extended as far as Falfe Bay, the Hottentots Holland Mountain, and 
from thence to the left as far as Stellenbofch. This country is extenfive, but confifts 
in a great meafure of a Tandy unfruitful foil. Thefe were the firft, who, in barter for 
certain merchandizes, ceded to the Dutch Eaft India Company a tradt of their country; 
and of thefe there are but a few, and I had alrnoft faid none, now remaining. 
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The Kokoquas nation inhabited the country that bordered upon the Cape bn the 
northern fide, in the environs of Groene Kloof. In my firft expedition, which was 
directed towards that fide, I met with feveral of this nation ftill in being, and even 
received from the Company’s polls two of them to attend me on the journey. Their 
country, like that of the preceding tribe, is low, level, and fandy, is much in want of 
water, and was formerly not very populous, neither have the colonifts been able to 
cultivate every part of it. It extends as far as the Ihore of the ocean; and has a few 
fmall hillocks difperfed over its furface. 

In continuing my journey to the northward, and to Saldahna Bay, I vifited the 
Suftkquas Hottentots, fome of whom were ftill remaining. As the country is every 
where low, fandy, and in want of frelh water, this nation was always very confiderable, 
and fubfifted by grazing. 

The Hottentots that live ftill farther to the northward, and are defcended from tribes 
that were once numerous, I had not the opportunity of vifiting in this excurfion, but 
proceeded more towards the mountains in the eaft, and the tradls of land that lay 
beyond them. However, from the inhabitants in thefe parts 1 got particular informa¬ 
tion concerning the neighbouring nations, which I was in hopes of vifiting at fome 
future period." From thefe I learned that, all along the fea-coaft, and round about 
St. Helena’s Bay, in a low, fteril, and fandy tra&, the Odiquas Nation borders on the 
Suflaquas. The next neighbours to thefe are the Chirigriquas, a more populous and 
wealthy nation, which inhabits a fine grazing country, watered by the great Elephant’s 
River: and thefe again have for their neighbours two great and famous nations, the 
Little Namaquas, who live on the fea-coail, and the Great Namaquas who refide far¬ 
ther from it. 

In the excurfion I made the preceding fummer, I vifited, in going, and returning, 
almoft all the nations that once inhabited the eaftern tra£l or the coaft of Caffraria. 
After palTing the mountain called the Hottentots Holland Mountain, I came to a hilly 
and mountainous tra£t of land, which was inhabited as far as the hot-back by the 
Koopman Nation; next to thefe, on the fea-coaft, were the Sonquas Hottentots, 
whom on my return homewards I had to my left. The country of thefe latter is rather 
barren, and not much fubjeft to the encroachments of the Europeans. 

Next to the Koopmans is the Heffaquas Nation; of this but few remain. And more 
towards the eaft, near the great and deep river Zonder End, is the country once inha¬ 
bited by the Dunquas Hottentots. 

Gauriquas land extends more to the north-eaftward : this is a very fine country, and 
abounds in grafs; it is watered by a confiderable large river, called Goud’s Rivier, and 
was formerly very populous. 

Travelling further on, and following the ftiores of the ocean, one comes to the 
Houtniquas Hottentots, who in their hilly and woody country have remained the 
longeft lheltered from the Europeans j and had hitherto fullered fo little from their 
encroachments, that of all the Hottentots I had as yet feen, no nation was more confi¬ 
derable in point of numbers, till I came to Kamtous River. 

Farther to the northward, and near the large valley, through which one muft pafs 
in order to go to Lange Kloof and the adjacent country, occurs the diftrid of the 
Ataquas Hottentots, which is mountainous and abounds in grafs. 

Still farther to the eaftward, following the coaft, one finds firft the Kamtours Nation, 
then the Heykoms, and laftly the Caffres. All thefe nations are in pofl'eiEon of hilly 
and extremely rich meadows, interfered by many, and thofe frequently confiderable 
rivers, abounding in fifh. And as thefe people have not hitherto been fubjefl to the 
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encroachments of the colonifts, though a few grazing farms have already been laid 
out here, they are not only numerous, but alfo rich and abound greatly in cattle* 

All thefe Hottentots, whom I vifited in their own country a agreed in this particular, 
that they were moftly fliort, thin, and -Header, with prominent cheekbones, flat nofes* 
protuberant mouths, peaked chins, crooked backs, and pot-bellies. The colour of 
their fidns was yellowifb, but more or lefs dark from greafe and dirt. Their hair is of 
a fingular nature, curling like wool, and on mofl of them as fliort as the knaps of 
frieze cloth, but fometimes, though feldom, of a finger’s length, when it looks like 
twifted yarn ; but few of them have any veftiges of a beard; and when they have, it 
is curling like their hair. The other fex always have their breafts hanging down to a 
confiderable length, AU of them are mad alter brandy and tobacco, and find a pecu¬ 
liar pleafure in filth and flench. They befmear themfelves with greafe, and powder 
themfelves all over with the fetid fubflance called Buckn, or the powdered leaves of 
the Diofma. A fheepVlkin thrown over their flioulders, and another over their loins, 
with a fmall bag for the male, and a fquare bit of Ikin for the female fex, conftitute 
al mofl the whole of their apparel, Befides this, they alfo wear on their heads a fldn- 
cap, and, by way of ornament, rings of iron or copper round their arms, firings of 
beads round their wrifls, and rings of leather round their legs. The huts, in which 
they live, are low and fmall, and convex like a hay-flack. They always fit fquat on 
their arms; are nimble and aftive, but, in general, extremely lazy. Their furniture 
is fcanty and mean. Their diflies are tortoife-fhell. The water they have occafion 
for they keep in the guts of animals, and milk in bafkets and goat-flans. Their wants* 
it is true, are not great ^ neverthelefs their poverty difplays itfelf in every particular. 

The galenia Africans, was known under the appellation of Kraal Bofch, and in feme 
places was ufed for fences about the enclofures for their cattle, when no other bullies 
fit for the purpofe were to be had. 

Almonds were fold here, not by the weight, but by the hundred and thoufand. They 
were bought up in great quantities by officers who went to Batavia, where they could 
fell them to advantage. 

Strawberries (jragaria vefca) had been brought from Holland, and planted out in 
beds in the gardens round the town. They were tranfplanted every third year. They 
fold at a high price, and to great advantage, and were well tailed, though they had 
not fo delicious a flavour as thofe that grow in Europe, 

Mulberry-trees (mortis nigra') were found at feveral of the farms near the town, and 
produced ripe and fine fruit, which however was feldom feen in the markets. 

In the beginning of September the flaves ufed to weed the corn-fields, both the 
barley, which is ripe and reaped in November, and the wheat, which is reaped in 
December. 

An unfortunate accident happened about this time, A huntfman who had accom¬ 
panied Major Baron Von Prelum, the commander of the garrifon here, in a fliort ex- 
cur fion into the country, loft one of his hands in confequence of the burfling of his gun* 
and was brought into the citadel. He had taken aim at a Koor-haen, and probably 
loaded his piece too high. Accidents of this nature are not uncommon in this country* 
where found and good guns are extremely fcarce. Many other people had loft a hand 
in the fame manner; and the late Governor Tulbagh, who from the condition of a 
private foldier had rifen to the highefl pitch of honour, had loft one of his eyes by the 
burfting of a gun. The fame misfortune had like to have befallen me alfo this winter* 
as 1 was fhooting in the harbour at fome of the pelicans, which fly over it every even¬ 
ing in large flocks. On the firing of the gun, the whole flock was broken into a 
vol. xvi, l thoufand 
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thoufand fplinters, feveral of which wounded my face and hands. To prevent fuch 
an accident from happening to me again, the celebrated Captain Ekeberg, who com¬ 
manded a Swediih fliip that anchored this year in the road, prefented me with a hand- 
fome and found Swedifli gun, which ever after, during my refidence and travels in 
Africa and the Ifland of Java, was a fafe and conftant defence to me. 

The Loxia Aftrild, on account of its red beak, was called Rood-beckje, or Red-beak, 
and was found in great numbers in the farmers’ gardens. They ufually flew in large 
flocks; and lighted in the grafs, fo clofe to the ground that they could not be feen, 
though on account of their multitudes, one was lure to kill a great many of them at 
one fliot, notwithftanding that it is a bird of the fmalleft fize. 

Turtle-doves (columba riforid) were common in this country, particularly in places 
where there was much under-wood. They were feldom eaten by the country-people. 
It is remarkable, that this bird cannot remove from one place to another without 
laughing afterwards. This laughing noife, as well as its cooing, always betrays its 
place of abode. The flefh of it tailed rather dry. 

Green Mountain Swallows (merops apiqfter ) were alfo to be feen near fome of the 
farms, and that frequently in the greateft numbers. Thefe birds are extremely beauti¬ 
ful in their yellow and fea-green attire. In the day-time they feek their food, which 
confifts of infefts, in the fields ; but in the evenings they return in flocks, chirping in 
fuch a manner as perfectly to deafen one. They then aflemble together by degrees in 
the gardens, and at length go to rooft in the branches of orange and other trees before 
it grows quite dark. 

The month of September was already begun, and the beautiful and flowery fpring 
making its appearance, put me in mind of preparing for a long journey up the country. 
But here more obftacles and difagreeable circumftances threw them Selves in my way 
than I could ever have imagined. The trifling viaticum I had brought with me from 
Europe, I had long ago confirmed, and in the feventeen months which 1 had paffed 
here, I had received no fupplies from Holland. At Amfterdam, indeed, I had great 
and powerful patrons in the burgomafters Ryk Temmink and Van der Poll, together 
with the privy counfellors Van der Deutz and Ten Hoven, by the perfuafions and at 
the expence of whom I had undertaken this long voyage j but to my great misfortune, 
both of the governers Tulbagh and Rheede van Oudlhoom, to whom I was ftrongly 
recommended, and from whom I had reafon to expeft every fupport, had departed 
this life, the one dying previoufly to iny arrival at the Cape, and the other in the voy¬ 
age thither. I was therefore a ftranger in an unknown place, and left to myfelf and 
to my fate till my friends at Amfterdam could be informed of iny fituation, and endea¬ 
vour to better it. Misfortunes feldom come fingle j and I had now my double portion 
of affliction. For when I intended to take up my falary from the company, it appeared, 
that the fhip in which I had arrived, was come without its mufter-roll. This was there¬ 
fore firfl to be brought from Europe, before any one could receive his pay. When 
the lhip failed from the Texel, the vifitation-gfficeis in their hurry had forgot to deliver 
in the mufter-roll, and the captain to demand it. The confequence of this was, that 
none of all thofe that were engaged on board the lhip, could, during the fpace of two 
or three years, either obtain their pay or leave to go home. The vifitation-officers 
(kruyd leefers') are two of the Company’s fervants of the loweft rank, who are ftationed 
in each (hip during the time that the lhip lies at anchor in the Texel: thefe people have 
the infpeCtion over every thing that is brought on board, and the care of providing the 
fhips with what they want every day, rill they go out to fea. Thefe, who, in order to 
keep account of the officers and crew, had the mufter-roll in their pofleflion, were 
10 interefted 
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interefted fcoundrels, and more intent upon being treated and bribed, and felling and 
bartering their cheefe and butter, than they were fober and vigilant in the performance 
of their duty. 

The preceding year I had been obliged to contract debts to a confiderable amount, 
and had now no other refource left than to encreafe them, efpecially if I were to be 
enabled to undertake another expenfive journey into the country, and not to remain an idle 
fpedator at the Cape. I therefore again had recourfe to M. Bergh, the fecretary of the 
police, who had not only hitherto kindly affifted me with his purfe, but alfo generoufly 
opened it to me on this occafion, and thereby enabled me to make another excuriion 
into the interior part of the fouthernmoll point of Africa. 

My equipage was in raoft refpects the fame as that of the foregoing year, with this 
difference, that inftead of the old broken cart, I had a new one which was tilted with 
fail-cloth. I was alfo now the foie poffeffor of it, and avoided being encumbered with 
the ferjeant and gardener, who the year before greatly contributed to render a fmali 
cart Hill more infufficient for my wants. Befides boxes, paper, ammunition, and other 
neceffaries, I alfo took with me this year feveral medicines to diftribute among the 
colonifts in the interior parts of the country, who might Hand in need of them, and 
had before upon various occafions Ihewn me the greateft kindnefs. 

For my fellow-traveller I had an Engiifli gardener, of the name of Mafon, who had 
been fent hither by the King of England to colled all forts of African plants for the 
gardens at Kew. Mr. Mafon arrived the year before, in the fame fhip in which Captain 
Cook, with the profeffors Forfter and Sparrman, were to make their celebrated voyage 
round the world, and towards the fouthern pole.. He had arrived at the Cape after I 
was fet out on my journey to Caffraria ; and Ihortly after this he made an excurfion 
into the country, accompanied by Mr. Oldenburg, who went with him, partly as his 
companion, and partly as his interpreter. Mr. Mafon was well equipped with a large 
and ftrong waggon tilted with fail-cloth, which was driven by an European .fervant, 
upon whom he could depend. We had each of us a faddle-horfe, and for our waggon 
we had feveral pair of oxen. 

Thus we formed a fociety, confiding of three Europeans and four Hottentots, who 
for the fpace of feveral months were to penetrate into the country together, put up with 
whatever we fhould 6nd, whether good or bad, and frequently feclude ourfelves from 
almoft all the reft of the world, and of the human race. 



Second Journey into Caffraria , 1773. 

WITH fo flender an equipage as the before-mentioned, and in fuch a mountainous 
and defert country as Africa, I had refolved to make an expedition this fummer into 
the country, to the north-eaftward, as far as the Snow Mountains; and firft directing 
my courfe to the northward, to pafs afterwards through Camdebo, and other moft 
uncultivated trails, without taking the neareft and moft beaten road. 

This refolve was indeed rather extravagant; yet I would not leave it unfatisfied, 
particularly as it was a matter of indifference to me what parts of the country I vifited, 
provided only they were fuch as I had not feen before, and where I might colled 
animals and plants hitherto unknown. 

^ “ " My 
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My fellow-travellers and I having fet out from the Cape, on the i ith of September 
17735 we arrived firft at one of the Company’s polls, called Jean Befis Kraal, and 
then at Riet Valley, a farm where cows are kept, folely for the governor’s ufe, and 
for the purpofe of furnifhing his table once a week with trefh butter. For this reafon, 
all that travel this road are forbidden to fuffer their horfes or oxen to graze in the 
neighbouring paltures; whereas otherwife all Africa refembles a common, in which 
any one is at liberty to turn his cattle out wherever he pleafes. 

On the right, as we palled along, lay the Tiger Mountains, and, on our left, the 
Blue Mountains; over cne extremity of which we paffed on horfeback. "1 hefe, juft 
before they rife, have a few fand-hills fcattered in the front of them, and contain no 
ftones at all that are vifible; fo that they appear, for the greater part, to be merely 
huge fand-hills, formed by the drift-land from the harbour. 

The whole country was covered with fand and downs, and abounded in fwamps 
(Valley), which having been filled with water during the winter, now began to pro¬ 
duce fine pafturage for the cattle. For this reafon the farmers here graze only, and 
fow but a fmall quantity of wheat, but pay no attention to the vine. The water is for 
the molt part brackilh, and even this, for the greateft part of the year, is very fcanty. 

Turtles were feen here and there in the ponds; and fometimes they were kept in the 
houfes in glafs veffels full of water, for the purpofe of being conveyed to other places. 
At the approach of rainy weather, we were informed that the turtles always rofe higher 
in the glafles. 

Towards evening we arrived at Mrs. Muller’s farm. 

Among the bulhes in the kinds we frequently faw land-tortoifes crawling, and the 
young ladies in the houfe had ordered the Haves to bring feveral of them home, of 
various fizes, for our repaft. The tefludo pufilla was the molt common fpecies here, 
and it was this which was now laid upon the fire for our eating. I flipped into the 
kitchen on purpofe to fee the mode of drefling it, and found that the girls vrere cruel 
enough to lay the poor animal wide open on the live coals, where, fprawling with its 
head and feet, it was broiled alive, till at length it burft to pieces with the heat. The 
eggs, which were in a great number, and confilted of yolk only, were the molt 
lufcious and defirable part of it. 

The roots of fennel were roafted and eaten in the fame manner as thofe of anife. 

The bulbs of the iris edulis , a plant which grew here in abundance, and decorated 
the fields with a variety of white, yellow, and blue flowers, were brought in great 
quantities by the Haves. They were eaten either roafted, boiled, or ftewed with milk, 
and appeared to me to be both palatable and nourifhing. 

On the 13th, we arrived at the Company’s poft in Groene Kloof, having paffed by 
Daffenberg, Burger’s Poft, and Groene Kloof Mountain, At Burger’s Poft, as well 
as on Koberg, there Hands a cannon, near a high flag-ftaff, for the purpofe of fum- 
moning the colonifts on this fide of the country to the Cape on any fudden approach 
of danger. 

The country here was a deep fand, and full of downs, which made the roads very 
heavy. The houfes, for want of wood, were built of unbaked clay, formed into 
bricks, and dried a little in the air. 

The cattle were infefted with the ftranguary. This diforder was remedied by thruft- 
ing a ft raw into the urinary paflage, by means of which the clod of gum, euphorbia, 
which had fettled there, was removed. This operation, however, was not performed 
without lofs of blood. It was told us for certain, that unlefs this obltruffion was 
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removed, the bladder would burft, not from die acrimony of the gum* but from the 
great quantity and preffure of the urine. 

Having refted a few days, we continued our journey on horfeback by Ganfekraal 
to the fea-fhore. 

The inhabitants caught a halwtis, a kind of cockle, which, as well as mufcles, they 
ate boiled. 

Both the variegated and the white Sand'Mole (marmots capenjis and Afrkand) fre¬ 
quented the fandy plains; and were alfo faid to do great damage to the gardens. They 
are caught either in traps, or by digging; in the latter cafe, they dig a hole firft before, 
and afterwards behind that made by the animal, or elfe, after Hopping up the animals 
hole behind, they dig another direSly oppofite to her. 

Charcoal, though it is but feklom made in this country, which is bare of trees, fo 
that the fmiths mufl be fupplied from Europe, I faw prepared in the following manner: 
the wood was placed on one end, as ufual, but in fuch a manner that the fmaller and 
larger pieces were mingled together. Round this pile were kid reeds, and the whole 
was covered with turf. In the middle, and alfo at the fides, was put fome refinous 
wood, by means of which the pile was fet on fire. This being done, the aperture 
at the top was covered up ciofely with turf. All around the bottom feveral air-holes 
w r ere left, which, as foon as the fire began to blaze forth, were fucceflively Hopped 
up, and the fides were gradually preffed more and more ciofely together. In a few 
days, when the operation was finifhed, the pile was opened, and what fire remained 
was thoroughly extingmihed with water. The whole pile was no larger than a 
hay-Hack. 

The Bucku (dhfma\ which was collected here by the Hottentots, was firft dried 
in the fhade, and afterwards over the fire, before it was pulverized. 

I alfo vifited the Salt Pan, which was fituate at a fhort diftance from the fea-ftiore* 
It was at this time full of water. The name of Salt Pans is given, in this country, to 
large collections of falt-water ; which, when the winter rains have eeafed, partly in 
confequence of the heat of the fun, and partly of the violence of the winds, gradually 
evaporate, and precipitate a fait, which the colonifts collect for their own ufe. The 
eryftallization is the molt powerful in the months of November and December, and in 
the middle of the day, between the hours of ten and three. During that time, one 
may plainly fee the fait, fome what like the cream of milk, firft cryftallize on the fur- 
face, till, in confequence of its own weight, it finks to the bottom. This kline in- 
cruftation is very fine, and yields a fine fait, which muft be collected as fail as it 
cryftaliizes, and is driven by the fouth-eafl winds towards the north-weftern fide. 
Unlefs this be done, the incruftation will fall to the bottom in feveral different ftrata, 
forming a thick bed of a coarfe-grained fait, which is frequently of a grey colour, 
from the admixture of dirt, and is ufed for faking fiih and meat. On the other hand, 
the fine fait, being cleaner and whiter, is ufed for the table only, and for kiting frefli 
butter. 

On the 19th of September we fet off from Greene Kloof, leaving to the right the 
chain of mountains called Burger’s Poft, and, to the left, Groene Kloof Mountain. 
Before us, a little to the right, we had the Reebok&op, and, in front of that, we 
deferied the Konterberg, behind which we faw the Baboons Mountain. 

Having pa/fed thefe mountains, the level country prefented to our view Ribeck 
KaHeel, Four-and-twenty Rivers Mountain, and Piquet Mountain, together with a 
great mini her of roe-bucks (caprd% hart beafts (capra dorcas)^ Steen-bocks (capra 
grimmia), and diving bucks Qiuykers capra) y befides Korrhaens and oft riches. 

We 
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We paffed by Papenkuyls Fountain, and Uylekraal, to a farm belonging to Jan 
Slabber t. 

On the 22d we arrived at Saldahna Bay, which has many lflands and dangerous 
lhoals, feme of which have only three fathom water. On Foundling Illand train-oil is 
prepared from feals in earthen pans, in which it is firft expofed to the heat of the fun to 
evaporate. After this, it is boiled in a kettle, at firft with wood, and then with fuch 
remains of the blubber as will yield no more oil. There are feveral iflands lying near 
this harbour, fuch as Funding Eyland, Taxen Eyland, Jutland, remarkable for its large 
hills of ftone, Meuven Eyland, Baffin Eyland, and Schaapen Eyland, all of which are 
very ftony, and, on account of their rocks, difficult of accefs to the Ihips. 

In Taxen lfland, rabbits have greatly increafed fince they were carried thither, and 
are now to be found in great abundance. 

Daffin Illand, in particular, is ail afylum for the penguins ( diomedea ), a kind of fea- 
fowl, which cannot fly at all, but dive the better on that account, and pafs rood of their 
time out at fea. 

The Clips but feldom enter this harbour, and then no other than fuch as come too 
clofe under the coaft, fo that they cannot make the road of the Cape. The harbour 
makes feveral windings, and various winds are requifite for Ihips to fail out of it.^ 

O11 the 28th, we purfued our journey to Witteklipp, an eftate belonging to Tobias 
Moftert, which received its name from a little mountain, or large infulated rock, fitu- 
atednear it, and of a Angular appearance, on account of its bare and white furface, 
formed, not by lime, as the inhabitants of the place imagined, but by a white mofs 
(byjfus laclea). In front, on the fide next to the houfe, this rock had a large excava¬ 
tion in the form of a crefcent, with a vaulted roof. It was no eafy matter to come at. 
this Angular cavity, as the part of the rock that flood before it was not only very fteep, 
but alfo convex, and at the fame time very flippery, except a few channels that ran 
longitudinally downwards, and were formed by the rain-water. I had, neverthelefs, a 
ftrong inclination to reconnoitre it, as I faw a few fwallows that had their nefts there 
flying into it, and, as I imagined, that feme ciuious plants might be found there. I 
therefore took off my flioes and ftockings, and made a fliift to clamber up thither bare¬ 
foot, but found more difficulty in getting down again ; and, as no other defcenr was 
pra&icable, I Aid down the rock upon my breech by the fame way. This cavity, which 
probably feldom receives fuch vifitors, had nothing remarkable in it, befides a dead * 
fwallow ('hirundo apus\ the Angularity of its form, and the difficulty of its accefs. It * 
was about four fathoms from the foot of the rock, nearly in the middle of it, and a 
couple of fathoms wide and high. 

Oftriches were very common in this tract. It was faid that a male oftrich makes a 
neft with three or four females, which, together, lay twenty or thirty eggs, on which 
they fit by turns in a hole they have made with their feet by trampling in the fand. 

A kind of wild dogs, which were here called jackalls, and are the fame as Samfon’s 
foxes mentioned in Scripture, frequented thefe plains in large troops. They caught a 
great number of the wild goats (or antelopes), that abound here, as well as of oftriches, 
in the hunting of which they fet up a regular cry, furrounding the game firft at a dis¬ 
tance, and approaching nearer to it by degrees. They like wife committed great havock 
among the farmers’ Iheep, unlefs thefe were carefully guarded by Ihepherds furniffied 
with fire-arms. 

It is only in the fpring and in the beginning of fummer that thefe low fandy plains are 
adorned with flowers. After the fouth-eaft winds and the drought have fet in, the feeds 
of thefe flowers are quickly fcattered over the fields, often before they are quite ripe. 

For 
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For this reafon I was obliged, when making collections for the botanical gardens of 
Europe, efpecially of the annual plants, to gather the feeds in an unripe ftate, and lay 
them up in paper to dry and ripen gradually. 

On the 30th we arrived at Honingklipp, a farm belonging to Nicholas Klein. 

The crows (cor-vus Hottentottus') here were l'een fitting on the backs of the cows, 
and picking infects Qatari) out of them, by which at times they were much infefted. 
Thefe creatures alfo were accuftomed to picking the wheat out of the" fields immediately 
after it had been fown. 

Here I faw a tame Griefbok or Greybuck (capra), of the fize of a middling lamb, 
that had been caught in the fandy fields. Both this fpecies, and that called Steinboks, 
were reported to hide their heads, in the idea that nobody can fee them, for which 
reafon alfo they feldom run out from among the bullies, till one is come quite clofe to 
them. 

The thickets in the fandy plains confifted folely of tall and flender fhrubs from four to 
fix feet high. Their trunks and branches were frequently fo fmall and flender as to be 
unfit for fuel, 1 hough they afforded fufficient retreats for various fpecies of game. To 
me they were often very troublefome, in hiding from me a number of fmall birds, which 
I had (hot down from their 1'upple twigs. 

We continued our journey, palling Patrylkerg, and came to a farm of Peter Lofper’s, 
called Rofendal. 

Oil the firft of October we vilited another eftate of Lofper’s. This country, fituated 
between the bays of Saldahna and St. Helena, near the fea-fliore, was low, abounding 
in fand-hills and pools of water, now fwelled by the winter rains and by Mountain River. 

We intended to have arrived at Mountain River on the fecond of this month, but 
could not attempt it by reafon of the depth of water in the above-mentioned pools, and 
thus we could not get to the eftate of one Melk, for which purpofe we otherwife might 
have crofted the river in a boat; we were therefore obliged to go on to Brandt’s houfe 
on the Salt River, and from thence to an eftate of his fon’s near Matje’s Fountain. 

This Salt River (Zout Rivier) is different from that near the Cape, and which, from 
the lame quality, derives the fame name. It happens frequently that iflands and moun¬ 
tains, as alfo eftates, in different places pafs by the fame names, a circumftance which 
caufes a great confufion in the geography of this country. As to the eftates, the names 
of which are propofed by the farmers, and confirmed by government, this might eafily 
be remedied, if the governor paid a little more attention to Inch a vaft colony, the extent 
of which many times exceeds that of the Seven United Provinces in Europe. But con- 
fidering that the whole colony, as well as the town, though founded near one hundred 
and fifty years ago, as yet pafs by no other name than that of the Cape, which fuffi- 
ciently ftiews great careleffnefs and a bad police ; it is not furprifing that the farms often 
obtain the molt abfurd names. 

The Hottentots had luch a quantity of leather thongs about their legs, as even to 
reach above their calves, infomuch that by them they were freed from the danger of 
being bitten by venomous ferpents, for which purpofe I fuppofe it probable they wore 


them. 

The gold-finches <Joxia orix ) were faid firft to devour the bloffoms of the wheat 
(anthera triciti ), and afterwards the corn itfelf. They are feen here in innumerable 
flocks, efpecially near fuch rivers as are overgrown with tall reeds, on which they build 
thtir nefts, from whence their chirping, efpecially towards evening when they come to 
rouft, is heard at a great diftance. The hen is always of a grey colour; but, from the 
month of July till January, the blood-red feathers of the cock gradually make their ap¬ 
pearance. 


So 
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pearance. This bird is fomewhat fmaller than the kxia capenfts, and has fmaller eggs, 
which are perfectly green ; whereas the loxia capenfts lay grey eggs with black fpots, 
and fomewhat larger. This bird is, like the whole genus of loxia, very ftupid, and 
confequently the more difficult to frighten from the wheat-fields, where the mifclrief 
it does to the hufbandmen is often great. Though confiderable numbers of them are 
jhot, yet they immediately return, heedlefs of danger. 

The Korrhaens were obferved to devour the buds of the cotula turbinate, which was 
common in all the low and fandy plains. 

Oil the 3d, we arrived at the eftate of Floris Filher. This tract, from the Groene 
Kloof (Green Valley) and ftill farther, was called Zwartland, and had a church of its 
own. Ever fince the death of the vicar, which at that time was three years, this had 
been vacant, no one being arrived from Holland to fucceed him. Neverthelefs, fcrvice 
was performed here once a month by a clergyman from the town: the farmers had a 
long way to church, foine of them two days journey. 

We penetrated, on the 5th, farther up into the country, along and beyond the Black 
Mountain to Stoftel Smidt’s. The land-hills vanilhed by degrees, and the country be¬ 
came both more lofty and of a firmer nature. 

The cyanella capenfts (Raapuyntjes), a kind of onion, was roafted for the table of the 

farmers. 

The v'feum Mthiopkum was ufed in diarrhoeas, and alfo for tea. 

On the 6th, we arrived at young Stabbert’s, and had Picketberg behind us to 

the left. . _ 

When one is at the Cape, this part of the country rifes to the view, like a ridge of 
contiguous mountains j but, on approaching them, I difcovered, that the hills are 
divided, and form feveral diftinct ridges. Ribeck Kafteel is a ridge of mountains, 
extending from eaft to weft, till the Zwarte Eerge (or Black Mountains) clofe the 
ridge. Thefe therefore do not run parallel with the long tract of mountains that lie 
higher up the country. 

We proceeded farther to Comelis Gofen's farm, who is a faddler, and where I was 
obliged to leave one of my oxen that proved lame in the loins, and was rendered unfit 
for riie journey. The great mountain river (Berg Rivier), to which we were now 
arrived, had, through the great quantity of rain that had fallen, become impalpable at 
the ufual fording place near Vleermuys, fo that we crolfed it on the 7th, in the ferry 
near Pit Juber’s farm. 

This man keeps the ferry in order and going, and thereby gets a fnug fum of money 
yearly *, for, each farm fituated on the oppofite fide contributes eight gilders per 
annum, and befides this, he has the advantage of cafual paffengers. It is to be ob¬ 
ferved, that every farmer is obliged to pay his quota towards the keeping of this ferry, 
let him be rich or poor, and whether he ufes it or not; for many of them do not, but 
repair to town with their goods in furnmer, when the water is low and fordable, eafily 
by their waggons. 

From hence we directed our courfe to Johannes Iiebenberg’s, where we began to 
fee vineyards and gardens with lemon and orange trees. The road was now per¬ 
fectly hard, confiding of reddilli rocks, and the fields were tolerably well covered 
with grafs. 

On the 8th, we proceeded to Chriftian Liebenberg’s farm, and, on the 9th, to 
Gert Kemp’s, near Daffi Klipp, and afterwards paffed by Frederik Leibenberg’s, 
crofted the difficult paffage of Kartous Kloof to Wilhelm Burger’s, where we arrived 
in the evening wet and terrified, the rain having continued during the whole time of 
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our paffing the mountains, which were befldes fo fleep as none but thofe who have 
travelled over them can well conceive. Kartous Kloof, which croffes the fame ridge 
as Roode Zand Kloof, but lower down towards the northern end, is alfo confidered 
by the hulbandmen as one of the mod difficult roads that go acrofs the African moun¬ 
tains. It is not very high at the weftern part, but becomes the more terrifying on 
that account to the eaftern fide, being there very fteep and the road very lfony and 
narrow, with an abyfs to the left. The driving a hand’s-breadth only out of the track 
may demolifli waggon, oxen, and driver, and the paffing was now made more diffi- j 
cult from the frequent Humbling of the cattle, owing to the flipperinefs of the road, 
which was occafioned by inceffant rains. The farm was fituated juft at the foot of the 
mountain where we arrived, to the great aftonilhment of the farmer and his wife. 

This fpot is like Roode Zand, a broad valley furrounded by mountains, watered by 
a rivulet, called Olyfant’s (or Elephant’s) Rivier, and abounding in grafs. It is entirely 
feparated from Roode Zand by Winterhoek and other ridges of mountains. However 
it differs thus far from Roode Zand, that it lies much lowez', and is likewife confidera- 
bly narrower, being only a few mulket-fhot broad. 

On the 10th, happy to find our vehicle in a tolerable condition, after fo dangerous 
a journey, we fet out to Skalk Burger’s, and croffed the Elephant’s River, which we 

afterwards had to the left. _ n 

After taking a hearty breakfaft, we fet out for the warm-bath, fituated at a imall 
diftance from the farm. The road thither was very low, fwarapy, and troublefome, 
till we approached the foot of the mountain. This Olyfant’s warm-bath is alfo called 
Engel Bath, after the attorney-general Engelman, who caufed it to be cleaned and 
dug, and erefted a handfome ftone building at the Company’s expence, for the accom¬ 
modation of the bathers. The veins of this fpring arife from the eaftern fide of this 
long trail of mountains fomewhat above the foot of them, in a cleft which inclines to 
the fouthward, and there forms a crofs cleft. Of thefe veins there are many, but 
three of them in particular, carry the water into feveral fmall huts, for the colomlts, 
Haves, and Hottentots, for each of thefe feparate huts. All of them have three or 
four fteps going into the water for the bathers to fit on, and are alfo floored on one 
fide for them to lie on, whilft they are fweating. This water is not boihng-hot, but 
lukewarm, has no tafte, leaves no fediment, but had only feme green vegetable 
matter (conferva) growing in its runnels. It lies on the fame fide of the lame range of 
mountains, and is of the fame nature with the warm-bath already defcnbed at Brand 
Valley. With this water as well as with the former, linen may be walhed without being 
ftained, and viftuals dreffed without any difagreeable tafte being imparted to them 
by it; the blue-colour of fugar-paper is not changed. The farms here have vineyards 

and orchards, and excellent fodder for cattle. 

The mountains to the right divide Bocke-veld from this valley, and feem to form 
five confiderable ridges feparated by deep valleys, which, when we fired, gave reite¬ 
rated echoes, like thofe that are heard after thunder. A high and flat mountain here, 
with two heads at each end, was called the Little Table Mountain. 

On the i ith, we rode paft Andrew Lubbe’s, to a farm belonging to Peter Gaus. 

Lions and other beads of prey are, at prefent, fo effeaually lcared and routed out 
of thefe mountainous trafts, that the farms are feldoin vifited by them: neverthelefs 
the former continues paying to the Company the old tax, called Lion and 1 yger 
Money. This tax is paid by each burgher, at the rate of four nx-dollars for 
lion, and two guilders for tyger-money; out of which fund, at the tune when the 
colony began to extend itfelf, and when the colomfts were much infefted by wild 
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beafts, a certain premium was paid to every one who killed or caught any of thefe 
animals. At firft, government paid fixteen rix-dollars for a lion, and ten guilders 
for a tyger, after which the fuin was ditninifhed to ten rix-dollars for a lion s, and fix 
guilders for a tyger’s ikin; but, at prefent, thefe animals being fo far extirpated that 
there arefeldom any of them to be leen, the premium is difcontinued, excepting in 
cafe they are brought alive to the Cape, which is hardly practicable- This tax, never- 
thelefs, is not abomhed, although its inftitution has had the defired effect, and the caufe 
has ceafed; but, in the fame manner as in many other countries, has affumed the nature 

of taxes and funds. tr _ 

Befides the annual tax which the farmer pays for his farm, he pays alio tor wax- 
candles four rix-dollars a year, for every horle, one ftiver, and for every hundred 
fheep, one guilder. Each farmer, whether he be rich or poor, whether poflefled of a 
laro-c or fmall farm, pays for mending the roads and ftreets. The bridge and ferry- 
money all pay alike, let their road lead them that way or not; but then they are ex¬ 
empt from all billettings, crown duties, tithes, clearing the roads, fumiftting horfes for 

travelling, day-labour, &c. ' 

I faw here a girl that had had the mealies three years before, which had left behind 
them black and blue marks on her forehead, and under her eyes (fugillationes), which 
were of a greenifh caft. They generally remained two or three weeks, then went away, 
and afterwards returned. The parts above-mentioned were particularly affeaed by 
thefe fpots, though they appeared alfo in other places, as for inftance, in her hands 

and arms. , . 

A farmer advanced in years, likewife, had fallen into a decline after the mealies; 

however, he was perfeaiy reftored by what I ordered him. 

On the following days we proceeded along the valley to Barent Lubbe’s farm, paft 
Pickenier’s Kloof, and Mutton’s farm, which lay to the left of us. 

On the 14th, the country began to grow hilly, and we arrived at young Barent 
Lubbe’s, at the end of the cleft. 

The root of the fpecies of Stoebe, which grew here, fmelt quite like valerian {vale- 
riana phu\ and might poflibly have the fame effed as this plant has in the epilepfy. 

On the 15th, we proceeded on our journey, furnifhed with a few days’ provifion, 
and meant to get over the mountains to Kis Koopman’s farm, from thence to Spannen- 
berg’s, over the river Dorn, and, finally, as far as Clas Lofper’s farm, which is fitu- 
ated in the lowermoft Bocke-veld ; but we had not got far up the mountain before a 
misfortune befel us, through the careleflnefs of the driver. Our cart overturned, and 
one of the lhafts were broken 3 fo that it was impofiible for us to proceed any farther 
acrofs thefe uninhabited mountains. We were, therefore, under the neceflity of re¬ 
medying the evil as well as we could, by tying the fhaft up with cords, and returning 
to the farmer, to alter the plan of our journey. 

After having ftiil more completely repaired our fluttered vehicle, we refolved to let 
both the waggon and cart go flowly back, through Pickenier’s Kloof, and afterwards, 
up the country, through Roode Zand’s Kloof to Roode Zand, there to reft and wait 
for our arrival. In the meantime I and my Englifli travelling companion made a tour 
on horfeback farther back into the valley to Gaus’s farm, and palled through the long 
vale, called Eland’s Kloof, acrols the mountains to Bernard Forfter’s, in the Koude 
Bocke-veld, as it is called, or Cold Goat’s-field. Eland’s Kloof was very broad, and 
had a large river in it. This country, which is fituated between the lowermoft, or 
warm Bocke-veld, and between Olyfant’s Kloof and Carro-veld, lies very high, and is, 
in the winter, very cold, although not fo cold as at Rogge-veld, which lies farther to 
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the other fide of the Carrovv, and whofe inhabitants* for feveral months in the year, 
that is from April to September, are obliged, on account of the fnow and cold* to 
remove down to the lower and warmer Car row, which, at that time, is plentifully i up- 
plied with water by Ihowers of rain, attended with thunder. Thofe that inhabited this 
Bocke-veld fometimes remove acrofs the mountains with their cattle to Carrow, though 

this is ftri&ly prohibited. . , _ „ , ,, . 

A ferpent, called Boomflang, was faid to get into the trees, and lwallow the birds it 
found there; and the Roodbeckjes (Loxia Aftrild) made great havock in the gardens, 
where they devoured both bloffoms and feeds. 

The wild-goats (Steenbocks), and particularly the diving-goats (Duykers), damaged 
the gardens greatly, where they ate off the buds of the trees. The leaping-goats 
('Springboks) alfo do a great deal of mlfchief in the wheat-fields, efpecially as they 
come in troops, and cannot be caught eafily, either by fnares or fpring-guns, but mult 
be lhot with rifle-barrelled guns in the corn-fields when they come there, ihis is done 
in the following manner ; a man digs a hole in the field, where he can fit unleen, till 
the animal approaches near enough to be fired at with a rifle-barrelled gun. 

The cold Bocke-veld is nearly as broad as Olyfant’s Kloof, furrounded by high 
mountains on all fides, which clofe together to the north-weftward, leaving only a nar¬ 
row paffage to a ftnall plain, fituate on the other fide of it. Snoiy fometimes tails 
here, and lies for a while undiffolyed. 

As cold as this country is, ftill it was formerly much more inhabited by the Hotten¬ 
tots than it is at prefent by the Europeans, who only occupy a few farms in it. All 
over the country the Hottentots live together, many in a community, fometimes to the 
amount of feveral hundreds in a village* feed on roots* and the flefti of wild beans, and 
of their own herds (which have the whole country open to them for their palturagej, 
and at the fame time are fatisfied with a little. On the other hand, every colonift has 
a farm to.himfelf, part of which muft be laid out in wheat-fields and vineyards, befxdes 
which, his herds of cattle muft be large and numerous. Wild beafts are deftroyed 
without mercy, confideration, or economy, infomuch that feme are killed for amide- 
ment* and others are deftroyed on account of the damage they do* and for their Ikms 


or hides 

As for the reft, the Bocke-veld is tolerably fmooth, without trees or bullies: except 
a few low rhinoceros bullies, which are feldom to be met with; it bears only grafs, and, 
in feme places, a kind of tall rulhes. Near the mountains are fometimes feen a tew 
low and fcattered trees of the pratea gradiflora fpecies (Waageboom). 

The whole of this country has received its name from the Spring-bocks (Sty™ py£ ar ~ 
gut\ which refide here in fcattered herds, and, in certain years, migrate hither trom 
the more remote tracts of the continent in aftonilhing numbers. 

The mountains which lie on each fide are quite barren, hke an old wall, and r fe up 
boldly without any foot projecting from them, or any hillocks lying direttly before them, 
as is ufual with other mountains. They feem to be greatly worn and conJumed by he 
operation of the air upon them, and will probably, m time, undergo confiderable alte- 
rations in their external appearance. The air deftroys the cohefion of fome parts, and 
caufes them to crumble away into finall particles, which are afterwards earned off by 
the rain not to mention larger fragments, which fometimes fall off from the mam body, 
and the cavities formed by the ftagnation of the rain-water on their fiirface. 

The rocks, which had many fharp projecting points, were fometimes compoled ot 
ouartzofe-ftones, quartz-rubble, and fand-ftone cemented together.. I-rom modture 
theie crack, and, getting loofe, fall out, and roll down m large pieces. Hence^the 
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mountains look, as though they were torn afunder, and themfelves proclaim their own 
vaft antiquity and decay. Thefe mountains differ greatly in the hardnefs of their rocky 
parts; and, confequenriy, they muft differ in their diffolution, In many parts of them 
pebble-ftones were found inlaid in large clufters, fometiines to the amount of a hundred 
and more. Here were iikewife to be feen large hills confifting of land-ftone, which 
at the bottom was as white as chalk, and friable, and at the top yellow, with a mix¬ 
ture of yellow and red tints. In the valleys and near the rivulets, was found the fineft 
land, which muft doubtlefs have been brought down from the mountains and their ad¬ 
jacent hills by the rain-water. In the Bocke-veld mountains to the eaftward, the ftrata 
lie obliquely, as if one fide of the mountain had funk down ; the broader ftrata alfo were 
lower to the north-weft than to the fouth-eaft end, 

Thefe large and high chains of mountains, therefore, which lie in feveral rows, di¬ 
vided by broader and fmaller clefts and openings, are the Alps of the fouthern parts of 
Africa, 

The Spring-buck (copra pygargus) does not refide in the mountains like the roe-buck, 
nor in the thickets like the S teen-bock* or Duykers-bock, (where the hounds would 
eafily catch him, as he could not run very fall there) but in the open fields, where he 
makes the fineft and moft furprifing leaps that can be imagined, frequently above fix 
feet high. 

Among the few fhrubs that grew in the mountains, I found here that curious Ihrub 
the fly-bufh (roridula dent atd)^ the leaves of which are covered with fine hairs, and a 
tough glutinous fubftance, to which fmaller infects adhere. It is placed in the houfes 
for the purpofe of catching hies. 

On the iSth, we rode to Ifaac Vifage*s; the flieep here are counted morning and 
evening, viz. when they are turned out and brought home, and are marked in one or 
both years, that they may be known again when they come to be mingled with others. 
This counting of the flieep was always the miftrefs*s buimefs, who had alfo given to each 
flieep a particular name. An excellent memory and daily practice had fo fharpened 
her attention in this refpeft, that, if one amongft feveral hundred flieep were abfent, fhe 
miffed it immediately. 

On th^ 19th, we paffed Nicholas Janfen’s farm, in our way to Carl van der Merwell. 

A Table Mountain which ftands Angle and alone in the middle of the country, is, to 
the north-weft, flat at top, and fteep on the fide, but, to the fouth-eaft, it is convex, 
Hopes off gradually, and is very high. The wheat here had not yet got into the ear, 
which however we law it had already done on the other fide of the mountain, and the 
peafe were now fowing. Here they both fow and reap a couple of months later than 
they do nearer the Cape, and in the country which lies lower on the other fide of it. 

Although the hulbaiidman, that inhabits thefe mountains, lives fo high, yet he always 
(though very improperly) calls it travelling up to the Cape, where the country lies- 
much lower. 

. T ^| great wheel of the African plough has eight fpokes, and is fo made (at the fame 
time that it is provided with an iron plate) that it cannot be taken oft'. The finall 
wheel to the left has only four fpokes, and runs always on the grals ridge, and thus 
keeps the plough even. 

On the 20th, we travelled on to William Pretoris’s, wbofe farm ftands in a very 
good fltuation; but the weather, in the months of June, July and Auguft, is fo fevere, 
that much fnow falls, fometimesfor days together, and icicles are formed and adhere to 
me ea\ es of the roof. All the calves, lambs, and goats that are brought forth during 
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me froft, die of cold and hunger in the ftables in which they are kept ihut up, without 
a poilibility of their being turned out to grafs. 

We travelled afterwards pall two farms belonging to Jan Rahims and Van Heere, to 
that of Jacob Pinard’s, where was a fmall wood, The mailer and his wife were not at 
home, but only two Haves and feme Hottentot children; we were therefore obliged to 
content ourfelves with having a dry covering over our heads for the night, without any 
thing to eat or drink, although we had travelled without food all the day long, and had 
feveral miles to go to the next farm. 

As no entertainment was to be had here, we fet put early the next morning, being 
the 2 ill, to Skaik van Heere* s, where we were kindly received, and entertained both 
with breakfall and a tolerable good glafs of wipe of the growth of the country. 

Here commenced the warm Bocke-veld, which was fcreened from the cold by high 
mountains and hills, fome of which were very deep, and w r hich we had this day 
defended. 

The warm Bocke-veld lies therefore much lower, and, in proportion to its filiation, 
is much lefs cold. In the cold Bocke-veld, the vine can only be cultivated in two 
places, and then does not arrive at perfetft maturity, but, in the warm, it thrives better 
and yields better wine- The warm Bocke-veld is a fmall tra£t of land, neither very 
broad nor very long, but rather of a round form, and encircled by mountains. The 
out-let from it is by a narrow opening near Moflertfhoek and Hex Rivier* The land is 
level, all over covered with grafs, and has but a very few Sprihg-bucks left, which have 
been for the moll part hunted out of the country. 

As two young farmers were this day to travel on horfeback, the near eft way acrofs 
the high mountains to Roode Zand, that lies on the other fide of them, we determined 
to embrace the opportunity, and accompany them thither } but my travelling companion, 
after we had got to a little diltance up the mountain, finding he had forgot his faddle- 
bag, was obliged to return for it, and our weary horfes not being able to go very fall 
in that mountainous country, we were left in the lurch by our guides, and, lofmg the 
track, were obliged to return to the farm by the fame way as we came. l ? roin thence 
we [rode through a great part of the warm Bocke-veld, and before evening arrived to 
a handforae farm abounding in cattle, milk, and butter, which belonged to Peter 
Funere. * 

Front hence we had no other road to Roode Zand than by Moftertihoek, through 
a valley which was very narrow and low, between very high- mountains projecting on 
each fide. But this journey was hazardous at fuch time of the year when the large 
and wide rivulets which we had to ford in the dale were brim-full. 

In order to pafs with fafety over this dangerous fpot, we hired a fervant, who, being 
acquainted with the country, was to precede us on horfeback, and point out to us the 
moll Ihallow places. 

On the 22d of October we fet out on our journey. 

On our entering of Moftertihoek, the road was very llony, mountainous, and lleep, 
and we had afterwards leveral llreams to ford and branches of rivers, fuch as Brugndrift, 
Stroom-drift, Elfe Rivier, and Diep-drift, befides feveral fmaller branches of brooks, 
which, uniting, form the great Breede Rivier. Thefe places were the more dangerous 
to crois, as the water not only Hood up to the horfes* tides, but the bottom was full of 
large round Hones, that had rolled down from the mountains, fo that the horfes could 
fcarcely get on ; and frequently the rapidity of the llream was fuch that they could with 
great difficulty keep the traft* 
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Near thefe ftreams grew feveral fhrubs, efpecially fome of the Geranium kind, that 
fent forth a pleafant, ftrong, and refreihing odour. 

At length we arrived fafely at De Wett’s at Roode Zand, where our oxen had 
already relied themfelves, and gathered ftrength and flefh for our intended journey. 

On Winterhoek, a mountain which terminates Roode Zand to the northward, and 
divides it from Olyfont’s Kloof, there Hill lay a great deal of hail. 

Gli is, in the Hottentot language, the name of an umbelliferous plant, the root of 
which, dried and reduced to powder, they mix with cold water and honey in a trough, 
and after letting it ferment for the fpace of one night, obtain a fpecies of mead, -which 
they drink in order to throw themfelves into a Hate of intoxication. A couple of glaffes 
are faid to be fufficient for the purpofe, and no head-ache enfues. Of the pulverized 
root, two handfuls only are taken. 

This year I examined the mountains at Winterhoek much more narrowly than I had 
done laft year, and as high as to their very fuinmits. The fly-buih grew here in abun¬ 
dance, and the fcarce plant, called protea nana, the flower of which refembles the dog- 
rofe, was found only in this place. On one fide of the mountain was a fine cafcade, 
that fell down a perpendicular precipice, under which there was a hollow in the moun¬ 
tain filled with feveral bullies. My inclination called me thither, and I mult have gone 
a very round-about way to it, had I not ventured to take a leap of about twenty or 
twenty four yards in height, which I did without being hurt in the leaft, the bullies 
preventing me from making a hard fall. Among other rare plants alfo which I found 
here, was the difa ccerulea. 

In thefe mountains were found an elegant red flate, confifting of thin lamina:, and 
difpofed in broad ftrata. The fame fubftance was alfo to be leen in large pieces that 
had fallen down from the higher parts of the mountain, and difpofed in ftrata with other 
ftony matter, like a marble. It appeared ftrange to me, that I did not, either here, or 
in any other mountains, meet with any Iime-llone, or calcareous hill, nor with any mar¬ 
ble nor flint, excepting a radiated Gypfum, which I found in the mountain near Hex 
Rivier. Here I faw a farmer’s wife, who, through good living and indolence, was 
grown to foch a fize, and was fo fat withal, that, excepting one more in another part 
of this country, I never faw her equal. On her way to the Cape, Ihe had fuffered her- 
felf to be weighed; and flie then weighed three hundred and thirty four pounds or 
twenty-fix ftone, horfeman’s weight. 

That Roode Zand is nothing but a valley between high mountains, running nearly 
parallel to the each other, I could clearly perceive from this circumftance, that in the 
hollows, where the torrents of water had fvvept away the earth, and dug out channels 
of one or two fathoms depth, the ground appeared to confift of the naked rock, with 
its ftrata, that flood up on their edge almoft perpendicular, and only a little inclining 
to the fouth-eaft. Thefe ftrata were much foftened by the water, of a loofe texture, 
and whitilh, refembling an indurated clay; in their infterftices, they harboured fand, 
which the water had carried down and difcharged there. 

The farms hereabouts are not very far afunder, and the colonifts are in general in 
good circumftances. The vineyards were numerous, of wheat there was a great quan¬ 
tity fown, and orchards were planted every where, fo that the country produced the 
mod profitable articles, fuch as wine, wheat, oranges and lemons. The cold might 
neverthelefs be very fevere here at times; and it was reported, that its intenfenefs the 
laft year had done great damage to the vines, and, in fome places, abfolutely deftroyed 
them. 
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As to cattle and flieep, more are kept here by the farmers than are wanted for their 
own confumption and ufe; and draught-oxen they fometimes buy from other places. 

A fmall dove (perhaps the fmalleft of the dove kind) called Maquas Duyv (columba 
capenfts ) frequented the gardens, and there fought its food, which confided moftly of 
feeds. 

The ixia bulbifera , a bulbous plant with a red flower, grew here in the greateft 
abundance. When one approached the place where it grew, it feemed to be but thinly 
fcattered over the field, but at a diftance the ground appeared as if it were covered 
with fcarlet cloth. 

In like manner, here and here only, was found befide the brooks, a green variety of 
the ixia macu'lata, another tall bulbous plant, which is as elegant as Angular, with its 
tong clufter of green flowers growing out like an ear of corn, and is fo extremely fcarce 
all over the world. 

On the 28th, proceeding on our journey, we crofled Breede Rivier; the branches 
of which went meandering on fo far before us on our route, that we were obliged to ford 
them feveral times before we could reach Jan Slabbert’s farm, where we took up our 
night’s lodging. 

O11 the 29th, we came to Philip Plaifir’s near Saffraan’s Kloof, a place where there 
is a foot-path acrofs the mountains, along which one may go on horfe-back. 

Travelling ftill farther, we arrived at Jan de Toi’s. The country now began. to 
grow broader and flatter. Toi’s Kloof again is the name of the foot-path here,, leading 
over the mountains ; which alfo may be travelled over on horfe-back, and brings one 
to Drakenftein, direftly oppofite Paarl. 

We now left Breede Rivier to the right; and the level flat country which here lies 
about the ftream, and is at times inundated by it, is called Goudena. 

Farther on lies Brand Valley; oppofite to which, on the other fide of the mountain, 
Hands ■ Stellenbofch. 

On the 30th, we rode part De Ploi’s farm, and over Hex Rivier, to Keyfer’s eftate. 

The field was here of the Carrow kind, and the fheep were faid to feed on thofe 
fucculent plants, the mefembryanthemams (Vygebof'ches), which were fuppofed to render 
the dung of thefe animals unfit for manure. Now likewife, the farther we advanced, 
the more hilly the country grew. 

On the 31ft, we arrived at Alowen Smidt’s farm, which lies oppofite to Hottentot’s 
Holland. The country here had many hills and ridges of mountains, which lay acrofs 
our road. 

November we rode over one of the ridges that lay before us to Mrs* Bruel s 
farm, when we feemed to be in quite another valley. 

The mountains to the left now took a fomewhat different direction, and ran more to 
the eaft-fouth-eaft. 

Proceeding farther, we came to Philip BOta’s, whofe farm lay oppofite to Tyger 
Hoek, which is fituated behind the mountains that projea out from Hottentot’s Hol¬ 
land mountains. 

The chain of mountains which had continued from Witfenberg feemed here to turn 
off to the eaftward, and, as it were, entirely to dwindle away; but upon a clofer 
examination, it was found to extend ftill farther on, and to be continued by the ridges 
of mountains which only lay fomewhat farther inwards, in connexion with the fame chain. 

After this we palled Clas Vogt’s Rivier, fo named from Clas Vogt, a colonift, who 
had been trampled to death by an elephant, and that in fo fliocking a manner that 
fcarceiy the veftige of a bone was to be feen in his remains. 
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On the fame day continuing our journey* we arrived at Gert NeFs farm near Koch- 
man's Kloof and Rivier. 

Mat-ware (Matjefgoed) is the name given here to a kind of ru(h that grew in the 
river, and of which mats were made, that were ufed by the huibandmen for the tilts of 
waggons, and alfo to lie on, ' Thefe mats were foft and pliable, and the ruflies from 
whTch they were made, were a fpecies of grafs, which 1 called cyperm textillis, of about 
four feet and more in height, almoft as thick as a tobacco pipe, and hollow within. 

On the 3d we fet out for DrofkFs farm. In this trafl;, as well as in the whole of 
the interior part of the country, it was faid to rain with the wind at fouth-eaft, quite the 
contrary to which is the cafe at the Cape. 

The farmers cultivate their farms here with their own Haves, and thefe (laves were 
not only chadded by their matters for mifdemeanors and petty faults that merely 
affefted the family, but alfo, in cafe of trefpaffes of a more ferious nature, by the officers 
of police belonging to the landroft. 

It fomedmes happens, that on the hufbandman finding himfelf under the neceffity of 
complaining to the magiftrate of his (lave, either on account of flagrant crimes com- 
mited by him, or of incurable idlenefs, or esceflive careleffnefs ; in which cafe this latter 
takes a liking to the Have, however Arrange it may appear, the owner, nolens v&knsj is 
obliged to fell him. 

November 4th, we arrived at the celebrated Jacobus Bota's, a man who was now 
eighty-one years of age, and, from twelve fons, had a progeny of one hundred and 
ninety perfons, all alive. It is not this circumftance however, as Angular as it other- 
wife may be, that has given him fo much renown, in a country where they marry early, 
and where the population is very great,, but a misfortune that befel him in one of his 
hunting expeditions. When he was forty years of age, he (hot, in a narrow pafs in a 
wood, a lion, which immediately fell, without his obferving that there were two of 
them together. The other lion rufhed immediately upon him, before he hath time to 
load his piece, and not only wounded him with his (harp claws to fuch a degree that 
he fainted away, but alfo gnawed his left arm and fide, and lacerated him in fuch a 
terrible manner, that he lay for dead on the ground. The lion, that in general is 
poflefled of too noble a fpirit to revenge itfelf on a dead man, if not impelled by hunger, 
left him in this fituatlon, fo that he was at length carried home by his fervants. His 
wife, a ftirring and aftive woman, immediately fetched feveral herbs, which (he boiled 
in water, and with the decoftion daily walhed, fomented, and bound up his wounds, 
fo that he was at laft reftored to perfect health. He was fo much difabled however 
in this arm, that he could never afterwards handle a mufquet. He had been the firft 
fportfman in the colony, and by killing elephants and felling their teeth, had acquired 
a tolerable fortune. This man informed me that, in its infancy, the colony had fo final 1 
an extent, and the Hottentots in it were fo numerous, that the chriftian fettlers could 
not without danger venture as far as Zwellendam. At that time tod the elephants 
abounded fo much, even near the Cape, that in travelling to and from the Cape, one 
might kill a great many of them. Thus he had often (hot four or five in a day, and 
fomedmes twelve or thirteen. Twice in his life, when he was out in purJuit of thefe 
animals, he had deftroyed with his gun twenty-two elephants each day. A good 
fportfman always kills the elephant at one (hot, but, (hould he hit any of the fore-legs, 
fo as to break it, two (hot mutt be fired; the hunter always takes his aim in fuch a 
manner as that the ball (hall pafs through the lungs. The ball is always mixed with 
one third of tin, and weighs a quarter of a pound ; the piece is in proportion to this, 
and rather heavy. Each elephant’s tooth weighs from thirty to one hundred and thirty 
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pounds. They are bought up by the Dutch Company, at the rate of one guilder per 

country here began to be very hilly, and abound with grafs, and at the 
fame time had a fufficient number of rivulets, and fome wood in the clefts of the 
mountain. 

Thefe mountains, which extended from Hottentot’s Holland, now began to be 
(higher up the country) more and more low, and afterwards appeared like broken 
ridges, and at laft totally vanifhed. 

On the ^th, we went to Jurgen Bota’s, who is a fon of the old man already men¬ 
tioned, and patted Blankenberg’s farm in our way to Rock's, near KeureboonTs 
Rivier, 

Here we faw a monkey from Houtniquas wood, fomething like the fimia Sabcea* 
The legs were all black, and the tip of the tail brown; the tefticles of the colour of 
blue (tone, or vitriol of copper. 

From hence we went to Zwellendam, and afterwards to the Company’s poft, near 
BufFel Jagt Rivier, where we relied a few days. 

The colony of Zwellendam^ which is fubjeft to its own peculiar landroft, had been 
founded about thirty years before. It Look its name from Mr. Zwellingrebel, who was 
at that time vice-governor, or Secundu’s (Tweede), at the Cape. The firft landroft 
here was Remus, the fecond Orack, who was ftill alive but had refigned, and the third 
was the prefent landroft, whofe name is Mentz. 

The Company’s poft had at firft been eftablifhed, for the fake of protecting thofe 
colonifts who had fettled on this fpot, and farther up in the country, in order to culti¬ 
vate the land and rear cattle. It was therefore at firft laid out as a fort, and provided 
with feven men and a corporal; but, 2fter the country came to be more inhabited, 
and the Hottentots quitted it, all thefe fortifications were found to be quite unneceiTary 
and fuperfiuous. Inftead of this, a grazing farm is now eftablifhed here, and the 
foldiers are employed in the wood, called Groot Vaders Bofch, or (Grandfather’s 
Wood), in felling, for the ufe of the Company, different forts of timber for joiners- 
work, &c, of which timber a waggon load is fent to the Cape every three months, 
befides what the people of the colony, in order to aflift in maintaining them* are allowed 
to carry up and fell themfelves. 

For the fervice of this farm, thofe Hottentots are ufed that ftill remain here, the 
reliques of former numerous hordes. This year I contrived to procure fome informa¬ 
tion concerning their mode of living, their manners, and their cuftoms. 

On the firft night of the new moon one may fee the Hottentots run about, pull oft 
their hats, and courtefy. 

The ceremony is not quite laid afide of making youth, at a certain age, men; 
from which time they are feparated from the women, and aJTociate only with men. 
After the youth has been befprinkled, according to cuftom, with urine, fome animal is 
killed, and its omentum, or cawl, is tied about his neck. The men never drink milk 
that ha’s been drawn by the women. The women here have frequently a real hufband, 
and a locum tenms y or fubftitute. The men likewife often take two wives. The mar¬ 
riage-ceremony is frequently performed, by the bride and bridegroom, after obtaining 
the per million of the parents, fleeping together till late in the morning. The dead are 
interred in graves, over which are fet a tor coif e-ihell, filled with fome odoriferous 
powder, and three twigs of fome fhrub or other : and, after this, the company that 
forms the proceftion makes merry. Of game that has been hunted and killed, no one 
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is fuffered to eat before he is invefted with the dignity of man j nor rauft man and 
wife eat any part of this animal’s heart, or pericardium. 

The Hottentots, at prefent, eat their meat either roafted, or elfe boiled in a pot 
in the ordinary way; but not long ago, before they had got veffels of this kind from 
the Europeans, they ufed to put their meat into leathern bags, filled with water, and 
afterwards threw in red-hot Hones, which, by their heat, caufed the water to boil. 

The Hottentots ufe bows and arrows, not only for their defence againft their enemies, 
but likewife for the purpofe of killing wild beafts; but at prefent they have rarely 
need to employ them on either of thefe occafions. The bow is a round (tick of about 
an inch thick, and fomething more than two feet long, and is bent by a finew. The 
arrow is made by a kind of reed or cane, as thick as a goofe-quill, and fcarcely a foot 
Ion", to the end of which is faftened, with a fine firing or finew, an iron point, fhaped 
like* a lancet, which IS befmeared with the poifon of ferpents. Several of thefe arrows 
are kept in a quiver, which is of the thicknefs of a man’s arm, and about two feet in 
length, with a lid at the top, that turns upon hinges of leather. 

Rabekin is a raufical inftrument, fomething like a guitar, made of a calabalh and a 
narrow board, with three or four firings, which may be fir etched or relaxed at plea- 
lure, by means of fcrews. On this inftrument the Hottentots play with their fingers. 

Kora was a wind inftrument, which, however, was feldom ufed. 

A mountain called Potteberg, was feen directly oppofite the farm, near the fea-fhore, 
which was faid to be about twenty-four miles diftant. 

A curious grafshopper, of a reddifh colour, of the clafs of bemiptera , was feen in 
o-reat numbers, feeking its food on the bullies. When taken, it preffed out from 
beneath a fheath that lay under its breaft, a flimy, frothy fluid, like foap lather, which 
covered both the infett and the fingers of the captor. This was repeated as often as 
the liquid was wiped off with a linen rag. From the manner in which this animal 
endeavours to liberate itfelf, I called it grylhts fpumans. The Larvas, or half-grown 
orafshopper, or the fpecies called pneumora , were feen in the greateft abundance, both 
here and elfewhere, on the bullies; but in the day-time, neither I nor any of my com¬ 
panions could find one of them in a perfect ftate and winged, which aftonilhed me 
much. 

Reeboks, Rietboks (caprd), and Bonteboks (capra fcripta), frequented much thefe 
hilly and verdant fields. In thefe antelopes both fexes are furnilhed with horns ; and 
the young Bonteboks are at firft of a reddilh-brown colour, but, in lime, become 
fpotted with white, though, on account of the opennefs of the country and the fliynefs 
of the animal, it is difficult to get within gun-lhot of the Bontebok, yet we were 
lucky enough to Ihoot one. It is always dangerous to come near one of thefe creatures 
when Ihot, becauie, if he is not quite dead, he makes ufe of his horns, and may put 
the huntfman in danger of his life. 

Here, too, I had an opportunity of obferving a curious fact. It happens fometimes, 
that when a duck is Ihot in any of the rivulets, it either immediately dilappears, and is 
feen no more, or it is found again with its feet eaten off. This is done by the water- 
turtle that inhabit thefe waters, which prey, not only on the larger ducks, but alfo on 
their young, which they feize by the leg. 

On the 10th, palling by Peter Bota’s farm, called Rietkuyl, we eroded Kerremelk’s 
and Slange rivers to the Widow Fore, near Duy venhoek’s Rivier. 

In the whole traft of country through which we had palled all the way from Hex 
Rivier, I obferved that the banks of all the rivers were planted with the very prickly 
tree called mimofa nliotka, 
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The mountains, which extended from a projecting point at Zwellendam, ran now 
in the direction of due eaft and weft. 

On the i ith of November, having taken an early leave of our worthy hoftefs, we 
went down to Duyvenhoek’s River, which was at a Ihort diftance from the farm. The 
late rains had filled this rivulet, fo as to make it dangerous to crofs. The rivulets of 
this country, however, have ufually fome fhallow places, where, even in the greateft 
flood j one may crofs them with waggon and oxen. To lhew us one of thefe drifts, as 
they are called, our hoftefs had been fo kind as to fend a Have with us ; but, as he 
neither underftood nor fpoke Dutch, he was obliged to communicate his inftruftions to 
us by figns, which, either from ignorance or malice, he entirely perverted, as he pointed 
out to us a circular track over the river to the right, which we ought to have taken to 
the left. I, who was the molt courageous of any of the company, and Jn the whole 
courfe of the journey was conftantly obliged to go on before and head them, now alfo, 
without a moment’s confideration, rode plump into the river, till, in a moment, I fank 
with my horfe into a large and deep fea-cow hole, up to my ears. This would undoubt¬ 
edly have proved my grave, if my horfe had not by good luck been able to fwim; and 
I, who have always had the good fortune to poffefs myfelf in the greateft dangers, had 
not, with the greateft calmnefs and compofure, guided the animal, (which floundered 
about violently in the water,) and kept myfelf fall in the faddle, though continually 
lifted up by the ft ream. After having palled over this hole, I was likewife fuccefsful 
in my attempts to get fafe out of it, though the edges of thefe holes are in general very 
fteep, infomuch that they feldom afford one a fure footing. Holes of this kind, which 
the Hippopotamus treads out for its refting-place, occur in a great many rivers, though 
the animal itfelf perhaps is no longer to be found there, but has either been fliot, or 
made to fly to fome other more fecure retreat. All this time my fellow-travellers flood 
frightened on the oppofite bank and aftonifhed, without daring to truft themfelves to an 
element that appeared to them fo full of danger. However, as foon as I had got off my 
horfe, and let the water drain off from me a little, I ordered my Hottentots to drive acrofs 
the river, according to a better dire&ion that I gave them, after which the others followed. 

I had the greateft reafon to be thankful to the Divine goodnefs, which had preferved 
me in this imminent danger, and the more fo, as it happened on the anniverfary of the 
day on which I came into the world thirty years before. 

After our waggons were brought over the water, I did not allow myfelf time to 
change my clothes, as I muft have been at the pains of unpacking my trunks; but we 
continued our journey the whole day without the farther interruption, and paffmg by 
Chriftopher Lombart’s farm, went to another farm belonging to Daniel Plaifir, where 
we arrived before evening, and were kindly received. 

Here my firft care was to examine my pocket-book, watch, and other things fubjedl 
to be damaged by the water, 

A kind of corvut (or crow), called Spreuw, was found both here and in feveral other 
places in great plenty'. It was lefs than a black-bird, and black, with a white rump: this 
bird always accompanied the larger cattle and the Iheep, elpecially in the mornings and 
evenings, before they are driven out to field, and after their return. Its occupation 
was to pick away the infeas (acari% which, dropping from the buihes upon the animals, 
and biting deep into their fltins, ftick very faff: to them, and occafion them great pain. 

This bird is very wild and fity, fo that when it obferves anybody approach it, it im¬ 
mediately flies away, and with many cries warns the others, which inftantly take wing, 
and endeavour to fave themfelves by flight. This bird is faid to make its neft in the 
fides of the rivers and brooks, for which purpofe it digs holes in their .banks. 
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Thefe atari which teazed the cattle were not Iefs troublefome to our horfes. Fre¬ 
quently, while I was riding through the thickets, for the purpofe of gathering flowers 
and feeds in thefe places, my horfe, and particularly his head, was fo thickly covered 
by thefe blood-fuckers, that neither his ears nor any other part of him could be feen, 
and I was fometimes obliged to make my Hottentots free him from thefe troublefome 
guefts, before they had time to enter too deeply into the {kin. 

On the 12th we went to ClasBruyn’s farm, and on the 13th, to Peter de Wett’s. 

The whole of this trad produced aloe-trees in abundance, which in fame places en¬ 
tirely covered the hills and the fides of the mountains, where they appeared at a diftance 
like a numerous army* The trees are of the height of a man, with their items quite 
bare below, and a crown at the top of broad, thick, and flefliy leaves. 

I obferved every where the fiaves bufy in tapping and preparing gum-aloe, the virtues 
of which in medicine are well known. De Wett, the owner of the farm, was the fir ft 
that prepared the gum in this country, for u-hich reafon he was faid to have the exclufive 
privilege of delivering and felling it at a certain price to the Company. 

Several farmers have finee learned the art of preparing it, and at prefent frequently 
fell it at the Cape to ft rangers at lefs than half this price. 

The mode of preparing it is quite plain and fimple. It confifts, in the ufual phrafe of 
the peafants, in the tapping or the drawing off the juice, and boiling it. The tapping 
may be performed at all times in the year; but during, and immediately after, the rainy 
feafon, the leaves yield a more copious but thinner juke. Thofe days that are calm and 
clear are chiefly felefted for the operation of tapping, as windy weather fhrinks the leaf, 
To that lefs juice is produced, and it hardens too foon. On this work, for the mod part, 
either Haves or Hottentots are employed. A leaf is firft cut off, and laid on the bare 
ground to ferve for a channel, upon which fever&l other cut leaves are afterwards placed 
on each fide, with the large end inwards, and over thefe again others, to the amount of 
a dozen or more, fo that the juice drips from them into the hollow of the firft leaf. The 
leaves which were cut off not too clofe to the trunk were not cut into final ler pieces ; as, 
according to what the farmers aflerted, they would not yield the more juice on that ac¬ 
count. In this manner feveral heaps of leaves are laid one after the other, as fail as they 
can be cut off. When the juice ceafes running the leaves are taken away, and the juice 
is poured into calabalhes, which here, as well as in many other places, are ufed by the 
poor as bottles. The greateft quantity of juice that can be thus collected by a man in 
one day is a large calabaih or ftnall pail-fulL The juice is afterwards boiled down at 
home in Engliih iron pots, to fuch a confiftence, that it will run oil* a ftick that is put into 
it. All impurities that fwim on the top of the liquor are ikimmed off in the boiling. 
The juice thus boiled down to one half, is then poured out into wooden boxes, in which 
it afterwards grows hard. The juice yields generally one-third of folid gum, and each 
box weighs from three to five hundred-weight, each pound of which is fold to foreign 
nations for three, or four, and fometimes two, (livers. 

On the 15th we proceeded on our journey to Daniel Pinard’s, acrofs Goud^s Rivier. 
This river is one of the larged in this country. Its banks on the weftern fide were ex¬ 
tremely deep. The farm was fituated on the other fide on a tolerably high hill. This 
dream runs far up into the country, and coniequently is fupplied with water from the 
mountains, which are at the didance of feveral days’ journey from hence, and which 
border upon particular trads that, at certain times of the year, are deluged by heavy 
(bowers of rain, accompanied with thunder. From fuch acaufe this river may be very 
fuddenly filled, and rife to a great height, at the fame time that at this place there (hall 
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be the fineft weather imaginable. And for the fame reafon this river is extremely dan¬ 
gerous, fo that the traveller ought not to take up his quarters too near its banks, nor 
m the low-lands adjacent to it. The water now came up to our horfes’ faddles. 

This day we proceeded as far as to Didelof’s farm. 

On the 16th, we rode pall feveral eftates. Rich as thofe of Dirk Marcus, Bernard 
the fon, and the younger Plant, and haftened on to Mufclebay, to a delightfully 
fituated farm belonging to old Bernard. 

The harbour here is very large, but no (hips ever make it, except they are obliged 
fo to do by ftrefs of weather. 

A Danilh Ihip, called the Kron Prinfefs, commanded by Captain Swenfinger, was 
ftranded here and loft, and the remains of it were even at this time to be feen. 

On the 18th, after having, in the courfe of the day that we refted there, vifited 
the fea-coaft and its fandy hills, which in all probability was formerly occupied in great 
numbers by Damaquas Hottentots, we rode paft Clafs Meyer’s and Jacobus TunnUTon 
Bota’s eftates, and returned to Dirk Marcus near Hagelkraal, an okl man and great 
elephant-hunter. 

Thongs made of the hides of animals were every where ufed by the farmers inftead 
of cords and ropes, both for the tackling of waggons and other purpofes. Here we 
faw thefe thongs made pliable and fit for ufe, by greafing them, and rubbing them 
brilkly againft a tree. 

On the igth, we travelled up towards the mountains, and into Hartequas Kloof, to 
a refting place called Groote Paarde Kraal, where we, for the fir ft time in the courfe 
of this journey, took our night’s lodging in the open air. 

On the 20th, we examined diligently the mountains that furrounded us on all fides, 
and in the afternoon, continued our route through Hartequas Kloof to Zaffraam Kraal, 
when we got into a more plain and level country, called Ganna Land, by fome Canaan s 
Land, and at the fame time palfed the heights of Canna (Cannas Hoogte). 

Here what I had heard before, was confirmed to me, viz. that feveral female oftriches 
lay their eggs in oneneft; and that, if any one touches their eggs, the birds, that 
difeover this by the finell, never lay any more eggs in the fame place j but, if the 
eggs fhouid chance to be left behind, trample them to pieces under their feet. 

On the 21ft, we paffed Aker Hein’s farm, and took up our quarters in the evening 
near Klipp Rivier. The land between the mountains was many times broader than 
Roode Zand, very dry like the Carrow, and much higher than Houtniquas Land, 
that lay on the other fide of it. 

That piece of land, which lay on the other fide of the mountains to the left, was 
called Kankou. 

On the 22d, crofting Brack Rivier and Matjes Drift, and going through Matjes 
Kloof, where Lange Kloof begins, we rode paft Helbeck’s farm to Van Stade’s. 

Here we obferved on the plain, high and long, diftindV and feparate, mountains, 
which had the fame direction as the large chain of mountains before-mentioned. 

On the 23d, we palled Buy’s eftate in our way to Gertvan Roijen s, near Diep 
Rivier. 

The mountains which here formed Lange Kloof, were, to the right, the long range 
of mountains fpoken of above, and, to the left, a connefled ridge which began near 
Matjes Kloof, and was lower than the long chain of mountains that lay by the fide of 
it, and whofe tops could plainly be difeovered. The land which lay on the other fide 
of the laft-mentioned low ridge, and the higher ridge, is called Carmenaftie, a tratt of 
and, which is likewife already peopled by the indultrious colonifts. The country be- 
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hind that higher range of mountains, is a poor, flat, and dry Canow-field, which 
borders on the Eaftern Olyfant’s Rivier. 

The mountains in general ftretched eaft-north-eaft. 

On the 24th, we arrived at Tunis Bota’s farm. Here the ridge of mountains, 
over which we paffed to the left, divided and formed a vale, where nothing but 
ridges of mountains lay before us, and which was not more than about two mufquet- 
fhot in breadth. The vale which we left to the right, goes to Houtniquas mountains, 
over which one may get on horfeback to Houtniquas woods. 

Proceeding on our journey we paffed on to Hans Olofson’s farm : here was a carriage 
road that led to Camenaflie Land, and Olyfant’s warm bath. 

On the 25th, we rode farther on in Lange Kloof to Mat Zondag s- 

The land in Lange Kloof is bare, and without any fhrubs or bulhes, but abounds 

much in grafs. ... ,. , 

The cold in winter is very fevere in this vale, and fnow fometimes falls here which 

lies on the ground three or four days. 

As the year before I had pretty narrowly examined this fpot, and had gathered the 
few plants that grew upon it, I was now determined to climb up to the higheft fum- 
mits of the mountains, in order to obferve the direaion in which they ran; but I 
could not poffibly have had a better reward for my pains, than the glorious profpe£t 
that now lay before me, in which a trad of mountains of a great many leagues (as it 
appeared to me) in breadth, divided into feveral ridges, with their intervening vales, 
was extended, like a map, before my eyes, and fliewed me plainly that the greateft 
part of the road I had travelled lay over various ridges of mountains, and along va¬ 
rious dales, on a confiderable breadth of hilly country, where many thoufands of men, 
and millions of other animals, find both food and fhelter; while, on the other hand, 
the more plain and level land, in this fouthernmoft part of Africa, for want of water, 
can feldom exhibit a Angle quadruped, or afford water to one folirary bird. 

I alfo obferved, that the ranges of mountains to the eaftward, diverged more and 
more from each other, fo that thofe that lay to the left, the farther they went into the 
country, the more eafterly was their direction. 

Want of houfe furniture, and a turn for ceconomy, had induced the hufbandmen 
here to make lanterns out of calabalhes, which was done by cutting feveral holes in 
them. 

On the 26th, we fet out for Peter Frere’s,. a bold and daring fportfman, and one 
of the bell elephant-hunters in the country; a man who fpoke the Hottentot language 


fluently. 

Oppofite to this fpot ended the Camenaflie country, and a waggon road went from 
thence acrofs the mountains. 

In all this traci of country, no other bufinefs was carried on than that of grazing; 
and a great quantity of butter was fent from hence to town, where the farmer received 
no more than from three to fix ftivers per pound, although it Hands the Company in 
as much as two (hillings. 

The hufbandman, on his journey to and from the Cape, refts in the day, and travels 
in the cool of the night; but we were obliged to do juft the reverfe of this, if we 
wiflied to collect any plants and other things which conftituted the whole objeft of our 
expedition. We took care therefore to turn our oxen out to grafs at night, at every 
place where it could be done with fafety. Thus, one evening here, we had turned 
our oxen out to graze in the plain, but not far from the farm. The evening was 
darket than ufual: the dogs made a terrible noife, and the whole herd of oxen thronged 
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towards the houfe, without our being able, as the night was fo dark, to go to their 
affiftance with fire-arms. In the morning, we found that the cattle had been purfued 
by a tyger-wolf {hyana metadata), and that one of our oxen had been bit in the groin, 
and a'portion of the Ikin, fix inches broad, had been torn away; but that the in- 
teftines did not hang out, nor were they otherwife hurt. The hyaena is a bold and 
ravenous animal, which frequently eats the faddle from under the traveller’s head, and 
the flioes from off his feet, while he lies deeping in the open air. When one of thefe 
creatures gets into a Iheep-fold, it not only commits great havock amongft the Iheep, 
but terrifies them to fuch a degree, that they run all together in a heap, and fqueeze 
each other to death. 

On the 27th, having paffed Stephanus Frere’s, we came to Matthew Streidung’s; 
and, on the 28th, to Peter NyckerPs, and afterwards to Andrew de Pre’s. 

Elandboks {capra areas) were fometunes ro be met with and Ihot in the mountains. 
This goat is as large as a middle-fized horfe, and its flefii has an agreeable tafte. The 
tongue, however, which, when falted and dried, is frequently carried up to the Cape 
for* fale, is reckoned Hill more delicious, and is not inferior to a rein deer’s tongue. 
This goat was faid not to butt with his horns, when wounded, as the Bonteboks and 

Geftneboks {capra oryx ) do. . 

I faw the kid caught of a very iuiall and extremely fcarce goat, called Orebi {capra 
monticola). It was of a brown colour, fcarcely larger than a cat, and very handfome. 

This animal was faid to inhabit the plains in Lange Kloof; and, it was aliened, that 
neither fex have horns, though, it is highly probable, that the male has. 

Kouka lay direftly oppofite on the left hand, and was a narrow piece of land be¬ 
tween the mountains, which was already invaded by the colonifts, although it was fo 
fmall as to have only two farms on it. - 

I was every where told, that this extenfive country came more and more under the 
dominion of the Dutch colonifts, to whom the Hottentots were conftantly obliged to 
give way, and retire farther into the country. The Dutch always took poffeffion at 
firft of the beft and moft fertile parts of the land, in the wider valleys, leaving to the 
Hottentots, for a little while longer, the inferior trails, between mountains, in the nar¬ 
rower vales, till, at length, the poor favages were driven even out of thefe, and ob¬ 
liged entirely to quit their native plains. 

On the 29th we arrived, towards evening, at Thomas Erere’s, after a very trouble- 
iome day’s journey. The roads were very flippery and heavy, in confequence of the 
great rains that had fallen; and the rivulets that ran in the middle of the valley, and 
which we were feveral times obliged to crofs, were of an unufual depth, fo that the 
proper place for fording them could not always be found. I his occafioned my driver, 
unfortunately for me, to mifs the right path, and he drove fo deep into the river, that 
the water rofe up to the middle of the cart, and wetted my plants, both dried and 
frelh, my Meds, clothes, &c. quite through ; fo that, when we arrived at the farm at 
night, I was obliged to look over, with incredible pains, and diy before the fire, a great 
multiplicity of articles, many of which, however, were quite lpoiled. I alfo now tra¬ 
velled in the cart myfelf, as my horfe had loft much flefli, and was fo much wearied by 
the journey, that I had been obliged to leave him behind at the laft farm. The water 
not only came up to my middle in the cart, but the bottom of the river likewife was full 
of mud, which was ftirred up by the wheels, and which was fo thick and heavy, that 
it was with the greateft difficulty that the oxen could drag the cart through. 

On the day following, being the 30th, we proceeded to Eflebofch, a pretty little 
neat wood which has acquired its name from the large trees Eeffenboom, (or afli-trees, 
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Ekebergia capenfu% that grew here; the leaf of which greatly refembles that of the Eu¬ 
ropean afh {fraxinus)* Large fig-trees, too, (Jicus capenfts) the fruit of which is eaten 
by the baboons, grew here in abundance. As there was no farm as yet laid out here* 
abouts, we took up our night's lodging in the open air, at the fide of a few bufhes, and 
our faddles ferved us for pillows. 

On the 1 ft of December, we went down Krommie Rivier country, which takes its 
name from Krommie Rivier (the Crooked River), that runs meandring through it. 
This valley is nothing but a continuation of Lange Kloof \ but finks lower by degrees, 
and is likewlfe narrower, being fomedmes no more than a gun-fhot in breadth. It ’has 
fcarcely any level ground 5 but Hopes off entirely from the mountains on each fide to 
the middle, where the fmaller ft reams that run down from thefe mountains are collect* 
ed, and form a large river. 

Lange Kloof and Kronnne Rivier, in which there are at prefent but few of the an¬ 
cient inhabitants remaining, were formerly, in all probability, inhabited by the Hey* 
kom Hottentots, in great numbers. 

At the end of this valley, to the right, the heads of the mountains began to ap¬ 
proach clofer to each other, and to be lower, till, at length* they quite difappeared, 
without reaching to the fea-fhore. The mountains, too, were bent out of their courfe 
in fuch a manner on each fide, that they now chiefly ftretched towards the fouth-eaft. 

We rode paft Vermak's eftate, where Lange Kloofs and Kromme Rivier mountains 
came to an abfolute termination on the left; and the country now appeared very broad 
between the fea-fhore and that chain of mountains which extended (till farther to the 
left, paft Olyfant 1 s warm bath: in this manner, that both the mountains to the right, 
and thofe to the left, which had hitherto extended from Bokke-veld, now came to a 
termination ; and, to the left, were only feen the Olyfant mountains, ftretching about 
eaft-north-eaft, within which there were a few ranges of mountains that ran mofliy eaft 
or north-eaft, but were of no great extent. 

So that the Olyfant mountains were feen to continue their courfe ; but of thefe, fe¬ 
ver a 1 ridges were plainly difcerned, which at laft terminated gradually in Angle points* 
The neareft vilible range to the left is called Zeeko Riviers*berg, and comes to a ter¬ 
mination near Ifaac Meyer's farm, where we afterwards arrived. Behind it, was feen 
another ridge, called Meulen Riviers Mountain, which terminated near Kok's farm, 
where we ftaid and refted ourfelves feveral days, as this farm was almoft the farther* 
moil of the colony on this fide. Behind the laft-mentioned ridge, another was feen to 
peep out farther on, which was called Kabeljaw Riviers-berg, and was terminated by 
the river of the fame name. 

Zeeko (or Sea-cow) River, which at a final! diftance from the farm runs into the 
fea, is, in the part near thefea, tolerably well fupplied with fifh. The fiflies found in 
this and other rivers all come up from the fea; higher up, fifh are feldom to be met 
with in the rivers of this part of Africa; fo that there is no fifhing carried on at the 
mouths of the rivers, and then it is done with nets, and by thofe only whofe farms lie 
near the fhore. One day, when my landlord's fons went down to the fea-fhore a fil¬ 
ing with a few Hottentots, I accompanied them thither for the purpofe of botanizing. 
The river was very broad here, it is true, but fo choaked up with hind-banks that had 
been caft up from the fea, that when one went into it, the water did not come up higher 
than one's middle. I walked about for feveral hours quire naked, as well for the fake 
of bathing, as of\olle£ting infects and fhrubs that grew there on the banks, with nothing 
but a handkerchief about my waift, not fufpefting that the fun-beams would have had 
any bad effe& upon me. But, in a fhort time, I found that all that part of my body 
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which was above the water, was red and inflamed. This diforder increafed to fuch a 
degree, that I was obliged to keep my bed for feveral days, and could not even bear a 
fine calico fhirt on my body (efpecially over my fhoulders, which were the parts mofl 
expofed to the fun's rays), till I had anointed myfelf with cream, in order to lubricate 
my parched fldn. 

The fields here abounded in grafs, and, confequently, were proper for the rearing 
of homed cattle, which, with butter, were the only articles they could difpofe of at 
die Cape. 

They churned here almoft every day, and the butter-milk, which was very feldom 
confirmed by the cattle, formed rivulets, as it were, in the places where it had been 
thrown out. 

The Hottentots in this farmer's fervice were numerous; among thefe, the girls that 
were employed in churning were obliged to wafh themfelves, and keep themfelves clean, 
at leaft their hands and arms. 

A curious and handfome fpecies of Bulfinch (Langflaart Loxia Macroura, the long¬ 
tailed grofs-beak of Latham) was found all over thefe fields, efpecially in fuch places 
as were boggy, or overgrown with rallies. It refembles the goldfinch in its red velvet 
fummer-dreis, in which the cock at this time of the year was fplendidly attired; but 
differed much from that bird by its long tail, which was much longer than its body. 
In winter the cock is grey, as the hen, who has not a long tail, is all the year round. 
It was curious to fee this bird fly, with its long dependent tail that feemed to weigh it 
down, infoniuch that it could never fly ilraight forward, but always zigzag up and 
down. In windy weather its flight was much impeded by the length of its tail, fo that 
it could not direft its courfe at will, but was frequently thrown out of its direftion. 
Its flow flight (the heaviefl I ever faw in the bird kind) made it eafy to ilioot j and 
when it rained, as well as in windy weather, one might almoft catch it with one's 
hands. 

The Hottentots that live hereabouts, and even thofe that are in the fprvice of the 
Europeans, intermarry without any ceremony or regularity. A woman too, here, has 
fometimes a hufband and a fubftitute. If a married Hottentot at any time goes on a 
journey, his wife may in his abfence marry another, a circumftance that happened to 
my driver, who, on his return home, with all that he had earned in his expedition, 
found himfelf a widower* 

Laft year I had feen at different places, that the Hottentots who have no horfes, made 
ufe of draught oxen for riding and carrying burdens; and I now had an opportunity to 
learn how thefe oxen were broke In. An ox that is defigned for riding mult be accuf- 
tomed to bear its rider a few weeks after it is calved, for which purpofe firft a ikin is 
tied over its back, with which it is turned into the field along with the cow. After¬ 
wards little Hottentot boys are fet upon its back, and when the animal is thus broke in 
a little, another calf, quite a novice, is tied fall to its fide, in order to tame it the better* 
This calf-riding, which was always done galloping, was entertaining enough, and the 
fport generally ended in the calf throwing its rider. 

A fmall grey fpecies of grafshopper (mantis fanjla ) was found both here and at 
other places, which has obtained the name of the Hottentots god, and is fuppofed to be 
worfliipped by them. I could not perceive any reafon for this fuppofition, but it cer¬ 
tainly was held in fome degree of efteem; fo that they did not willingly hurt it, and 
deemed that perfon or creature fortunate on which it fettled, though without paying it 
any fort of adoration* 
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As water-turtle are found here, I caught one for the fake of the blood, with a view 
of trvin^ its virtues againft the poifon of ferpents, as likewife to keep by me for occa- 
fional ufe. A very fmall quantity of blood was procured from a turtle that was not 
larger than the palm of one’s hand. After the head was cut off, and the blood had 
run out, the ferum was feparated, and the red part that fwam at top, was dried upon 
paper, when it fcaled off and turned black. t 

As the fpecies of palm called the bread-tree (zamia Caff'ra) was found in theie parts, 
we looked for the fruit, which is very fcarce, and gathered the feeds. Certain trees 
produce only male flowers, in a large cone without feeds, and other trees again yield a 
fimilar con£ ? as large as a man’s head^ with genuine feeds, lo the under part erf the 
feales of the male cone are fixed an infinite number of anthers:, which burft, and con¬ 
tain a white toughifh pollen. On the female cone, feeds, as large as jordan almonds 
with the {hells on, are contained between the feales, furrounded with a reddifti pulp, 
which is good to eat. The fruit fprang out of the very top of the palm, frequently 
before there was time for the ftem to be formed above the furface of the earth. The 
feed was fuppofed to come up beft after being planted out, if it was covered with ft raw, 
which was to be fet on fire, and burnt down clofe to the ground; or if foe feed was 
previoufly fteeped in warm water. 

In the whole of the extenfive traft of country which we had traverfed, from Roode 
Zand to Camtous Rivier, populous as it now is, not a church is to be found. The 
farmers indeed had requefted to have one, and, although all the reft of the clergy, as 
well in the town as in the country, are paid by the Company, had offered to pay the 
clergyman themfelves, provided the church were erected in the middle of the colony, 
a place moft convenient for them all; propofals likewife had been given in for this pur- 
pole, and even permiflion afked for them to build one at their own expence near Kaf- 
ferkuyls Rivier, by which place moft of them muft pafs in their journey to the Cape: 
but this well-meant and pious undertaking had been now for feveral years without fuc- 
cefs, owing to the opposition of the landroft and a few of his neighbours,_ who wifoed 
to have the new chuch built near his refidence of Zweilendam, although it lies at one 
end of an extenfive colony. 

Our landlord was an elderly man, and bom in Europe: he was one of the keeneft 
fportsmen in the country, and had made long journeys at various times into the interior 

E art of the coaft of Caffraria, in order to ftioot elephants, by the fale of whofe teeth he 
ad acquired a tolerable fortune, and had finally fixed his abode here in a pleafant 
and advantageous lpot. He related to me upon his honour feveral circumftances to 
which he had been an eye-witnefs, and which a traveller is fo very feldom fortunate 
enough to have an opportunity of feeing himfelf. Once, for inftance, when he was out 
a hunting, having obferved a lea-cow (hippopotamus amphibius') that had gone a little 
way up from a neighbouring river, in order to calve; he, with his fuite, lay ftill and 
concealed in the bufoes, till foe calf made its appearance, when one of them fired, and 
foot the mother dead on the fpot j the Hottentots, who imagined that after this they 
could catch the calf alive, immediately ran out of their hiding-place to lay hold of it, 
but, though there were feveral of them, the new-born calf, which was ftill wet and flip- 
pery, got away from them, and made the beft of its way to the river, without having 
previoufly received any inftruftions from its mother, either relative to the way it foould 
take, or to this moft natural means of faving itfelf. He alfo told me that foe female 
elephant always kneels in the a£t of copulation, and that therefore the male can never 
line her, excepting when foe is hot. Concerning lions, the mode of hunting them, 
their nature and manners, he knew much from his experience; and I took the more 
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pains to procure information relative to thefe matters, as I now had defigned to wander 
for a long time through a country where the iky would be my only canopy, and an 
open plain, inhabited by wild beafts, my lodging; and as at the fame time I was very 
fallible that it was of no little fervice to a traveller to be acquainted with the nature and 
diipolition of the wild beafts, which he is carefully to avoid, 

A lion may lie in a buih without moving when a man is palling by, fo that the man 
feems only to take no notice of it. It may likewife perhaps ftart up, without doing any 
harm, if the man do but ftaml ftill, and not take to his legs. A hungry lion, however, 
is much more dangerous, and lefe merciful j yet it is not fond of attacking a man, at 
lead it is very nice in the choice of its prey, fo that it prefers a dog to an ox, and had 
much rather eat a Hottentot than a chriftian, perhaps becaufe the Hottentot, being be- 
fmeared, always ftinks, and becaufe, as he never ufes fait or fpices, the juices of his 
body are not fo acrid. It likewife rather attacks a Hottentot or Have than buffalo-beef 
that is hanging up; thus it happened to our landlord one night, that the lion paifed 
through the bullies where beef of this kind was hung up in order to feize a fleeping 
Hottentot. In a wood, to climb up into a tree is a fure way of avoiding the lion, but 
not the tiger, which frequently, when warmly purfued by the hounds, runs up into a 
tree, and finds a fafe afylum there. On meeting a lion, one ought never to run away, 
but Hand ftill, pluck up courage, and look it ftern in the face. If a lion lies ftill with¬ 
out wagging its tail, there is no danger, but if it makes any motion with its tail, then it 
is hungry, and you are in great danger. If you are fo fituated that there is a pit be¬ 
tween the lion and yourfelf, you may then fire on it, as it will not venture acrofs the 
pit, neither will it purfue any one up an height. 

In proportion as the farmers have cleared the land, and laid out farms in the interior 
parts of the country, the lion and other fierce animals have neceffarily been put to flight 
and deftroyed. This our hoft knew not long fince by woeful experience, but now 
lived in fome degree of fecurity with refpe£t to his flocks and herds. The lion is pof- 
feflfed of fuch immenfe ftrength, that he will not only attack an ox of the largeft fize, 
but will very nimbly throw it over its flioulders, and leap over a fence four feet high 
with it, although at the fame time the ox’s legs hang dangling on the ground. No 
animal is eafier to extirpate than the lion, notwithftanding its great ftrength, agility, and 
fagacity. After having difcovered by the track, how many lions there are in the troop, 
the fame number of mufquets are placed on the fpot whither it is fuppofed that the lion 
will come; after this a piece of carrion is tied to a ftrong cord, which is fattened to the 
trigger of one of thefe guns; the inftant that the lion touches the carrion, the gun goes 
off, which is fo placed as to (hoot the beaft through the head. The other lions that 
are prefent are fo far from being feared away by the report, that it may happen that one 
of them fhalt go towards the fmoke, and fix its claws into the difeharged gun, and all 
the reft, one after the other, fall before the other guns, infomuch that fometimes the 
whole troop is deftroyed in one night. But fhould a lion chance to be only wounded, 
and not killed on one of thefe occafions, he will never more approach a fpring-gun, and 
the lion thus wounded will attack a man without being impelled to it by hunger. 

The hoof-diftemper began now, as the heat of the fummer increafed, to appear 
amongft the horned cattle, and fome of my Engiiih fellow-travellers’ team were affeft- 
ed with it, infomuch that he was obliged to exchange them for others that appeared 
to be healthier. 

My oxen had no other complaint than hunger, and they were fo emaciated and 
worn out, that it would feem as if no diftemper could lay hold on their lean ribs and 
fmall lhanks. In the mean-time, after our cattle were refted, we fet out to continue 
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our route as far as the mountains called the Snow Mountains. And as the country 
through which we were to pafs afterwards was either inhabited by Hottentots only, or 
quite uninhabited, we refolved to take with us fome Hottentots as interpreters, guides, 
and guards, and at the fame time to lay in a fmall ftock of provifion. 

Our worthy hoftefs, therefore, put up for us a parcel of wheat-bifcuits, a few loaves 
of wheaten bread, and a fmall tub of butter, and likewife killed a large Iheep, which 
was felted, and fewed up in its own lkin. 

The Hottentot language is not every where the feme, but has very different dialects ; 
all of them, however, are commonly pronounced with a kind of fmack, or clacking 
of the organs of fpeech. This clacking I obferved to be made in three different ways, 
which renders it almoft impoffible for the Europeans to fpeak it properly, although 
their children, who have been brought up among thofe of the Hottentots, learn to 
fpeak it fluently. The firft of thefe modes of clacking is the dental> in which the tip 
of the tongue is ftruck againft die teeth. The fecond is the palatial , when the noife 
is made by the tongue ftriking againft the palate. The third, or guttural , is the molt 
difficult of all, and performed quite low down in the throat, with the very root of 
the tongue. Thefe clackings are the more difficult to perform, as they muff be made 
at the very inftant of uttering the word, and not before nor after. They occur not 
only in the beginning, but likewife in the middle of a word ; and fometimes two clack- 
ings occur in a word of two or three fyllables. When feveral Hottentots fit convert¬ 
ing together, the found is very like the clacking of fo many geefe. That the pronun¬ 
ciation of the language is troublefome to them, was very evident to me, from the 
gefticulations they made, and from the circumftance that they wearied their lips. They 
could talk, however, with a tobacco-pipe in their mouths, but in very fhort fentences 
only. The language of the Caffres I obferved was much eafier, and was fpoken with 
much lefs clacking, which was heard in fome few words only. 

So that the inhabitants of this fouthernmoft promontory of Africa have a regular 
language; but, in other reflects, are fo rude and uncultivated as to have no letters, 
nor any method of writing or delineating them, either on paper, in wood, or on ftone. 
It is in vain, therefore, to feek for any kind of learning, or any antique records, 
among them ; and few nations in the world, perhaps, are lefs enlightened than they. 
Thus too the Hottentots could not name in their language feveral things in ufe 
among the colonifts, fuch as bafon, the bow of a yoke for draught oxen, a kettle, to¬ 
bacco, &c. 

As I was fometimes, for feveral weeks together, among the Hottentots, out of the 
bounds of the colony, I was obliged to learn fomething of their language; and, the 
better to recollect what I had learned, I formed a fmall vocabulary, and, witb three 
different marks, diftinguifhed the three ufual clackings; of which the dental is marked 
with the letter a, the palatial with a, and the guttural with a. 

Kolbe has a long lift of words in the Hottentot language; and Profeffor Sparrman 
has even given us feveral dialefts of it: and, as fome part of what I have taken down 
differs trom theirs, I have here annexed it, for the ufe of thofe that are curious on the 
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— 

— gninka 

4 — 

— GNa To I 

9 

i— 

— TUMINKMA 

5 — 

— METUKa 

lO 

— 

— GOMATSE 
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Dog 

ARiKiE, Tutu, Tup 

Bitch 

Tus 

Flea 

a TTI 

Milk 

Bi,Bip 

Bread 

BRe 

Give bread 

Bue Marc 

Butter 

BENGoI 

Good day 

DABe, DABETe 

Hemp 

DaKHAN 

Fire 

eI,elP,NeIP 

Make fire 

el Koa Kol 

Which is the way "J 

> Danna haa se 

to the next village ? j 

\ aKnoi aDu 

Where is ? 

Demma 

Cow 

G6S,G60SA 

Cow's milk 

GoSBIP 

Good evening 

Gol MOTSKI 

Dwelling-place 

Geihep 

Bad weather 

HoMA 

Come hither 

H.LEVA HA, KoNG 

Come hither, my < 
friend \ 

- Hagatschi 

Ox 

’ HoGo, KUMAP 

Bring hither 

Hanka 

Horfe 

Hakva, Haap 

Where is the horfe ? Hakva Demma ha * 

Bring the horfe hither Hakva Seo 

Table 

Heid 

Wife 

HoNNES, KUS 

Water 

KaMJMA 

Lyon 

KaMA 

Mouth 

KaM 

Nice, delicious 

K a nji 

Good morning 

KoA Mostschi 

Tobacco-pipe 

Kop 

Man 

KuPP 

Drink 

Ka 

Foot-path 

Kudu 

Houfe, farm 

Komma 

It is good 

Kan hem 

Buffalo 

K a w 

Sea-cow 

KoU 

Hole 

K6U, Tw a p 

To beat 

KOA 

Gun 

Kabu 

Penis 

Hop 

Gians Penis 

KoUTERE 

Father 

Ambuf, Tikkop 

Mother 

Andes, Tissos 


Sifter 
Brother 
Fine weather 
Pot, drum 
Caffre com 
Warm 
To eat 


Knife 
Chair 
To fleep 

To fow with a nee¬ 
dle, to darn 
Houfe 
Eye 
Give 
Money 
Eyes 
Hat, cap 
Wolf 
Egg 

Cock 
.Cold 
I Waggon 

Red glafs beads 


Elk antelope 

Female elk 

Elks, a troop of 

Meat, flelh 

People 

Tooth 

Nofe 

Iron, copper 
Breaft of a woman 
Where is the wag- 
gon? S 

Here is the waggon 
Mare 
Fox 

Run away 
Tiger 
Ichneumon 
Sheep 


Cheft 
Hart beaft 
A rock 

Have you feen ? 
Drove of oxen 
If you pleafe 


Kans, T?kandi 

Karup, TicaKwa 

T a m 

Su 

Semi 

Sang 

SINNo 

NoRAP 

NsNaMHoP 

OM 

Om 

Omma 

Mu 

Mar6 

Mari 

Mum 

Kara, Tara 

KoKA 

KaBIKA 

K6UKEKURR 

Korosa 

Kroi, Krojim, Kule 
Krakwa (by the Caf- 
fres Kiti Kiti) 

Res 

Kess 

KaNNA 

Kop 

Keuna 

KoM 

KoYP 

KoRUP 

Samma 

Hava krojim ? 

Halva Krojim 

Hass 

GIep 

Su se K6N 

Gvassup 

eP 

Gona 

GeIP 

Kammap 

Oip 

Musko 

Manqua 

KuMSE A, HuNKOP 
Turn 
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Turn about, drive? Rarra 
back 3 


IA Hottentot drefs Namkva 
I Euphorbia viminalis Kuejop 


The children, which among the Hottentots are numerous, at firft wear rings about 
their legs made of rufhes, inftead of thofe that are formed of hides, till they become 
accuftomed to them. In like manner I obferved, that the Caffre boys at firft exercifed 
themfelves in throwing a pointed ftick, till in procefs of time they were able to manage 

the javelin. . r .. 

The Hottentots are much inclined to believe in witchcraft, and when any one tails 

fick, or dies, they coniider him as bewitched. 

The Hottentots univerfally wore a bag juft before the parts of fhame, which was 
made of the grey part of the back of the Cape fox, and was fattened round the body 
with a thong. The Caffres wore a bag fimilar indeed to this, but made of another kmd 
of fkin, and at the fame time fo fmaU that it fometimes did not cover more than the 

foreikin. . 

At the entertainments which the Hottentots made, and particularly thole made to 
divert us, I had an opportunity of feeing their card-playing, and a kind of an inftrument 
called Kora. It refembles at firft fight a fiddle-ftick, and was made of a wooden ftick, 
over which was extended a ftring. At the end of this was fattened the tip of a quill, 
and upon this they played with their lips, blowing as if it were a wind inftrument, fo 
as to make it produce a jarring found- What they call card-playing, was a particular 
fport, in playing at which they talked, fnapped their fingers, and laughed. 

Having laid in a ftock of provifions for our journey, and put our fire-arms in good 
order, on the 9th of December, we rook the road to Cabeljaus Rivier, where the laft 
farm now laid out was looked after by a fervant, and belonged to Van Rhenen, a rich 


burgher at the Cape. 

On the 10th we crofted Camtous Rivier, which at this time formed the boundaries 
of the colony, and which was not fuffered to extend farther. This was ftriftly prohi¬ 
bited in order that the colonifts might not be induced to wage war with the courageous 
and intrepid Caffres, or the Company fuffer any damage by that means. The country 
hereabouts was fine, and abounded in grafs. 

Proceeding farther we came to Looris Rivier, where the country began to be hilly 
and mountainous, like that of Houtniquas, with fine woods both in the clefts of th emoun- 
tains, and near the rivulets ; here and there we faw large pits that had been dug, for 
thepurpofeof capturing elephants and buffaloes. In the middle of the pit flood a pole, 
which was very fharp at the top, and on which the animal is impaled alive, if it fhould 
chance to fell into the pit. 

The Hottentot captain that refided in this neighbourhood, immediately on our arrival, 
paid us a vifit in the evening, and encamped with part of his people not fer from us. 
He was diftinguifhed from the reft by a cloak, made of a tiger’s Ikin, and a ftaff that 
he carried in his hand. 

On the 1 ith we paffed Galgebofch in our way to Van Stade’s Rivier, where we 
lighted our fires, and took up our night’s lodging. The Gonaquas Hottentots that 
lived here, and were intermixed with Caffres, vifited us in large bodies, and met with 
a hearty reception, and what pleafed them moll, fome good Dutch tobacco. Several 
of them wore the lkins of tigers, which they had themfelves killed, and by this gallant 
affion were entitled to wear them as trophies. Many carried in their hands a fox’s tail, 
tied to a ftick, with which they wiped off the fweat from their brows. As thefe peo¬ 
ple had a tolerable ftock of cattle, we got milk from them in plenty, milked into balkets 
' which 
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which were perfectly water-tight, but for the moft part fo dirty that we were obliged 
to ftraip the milk through a linen cloth. 

On the 1 ath in the morning, we paffed Van Stade’s Rivier, and arrived at two large 
villages confiding of a great many round huts, difpofed in a circular form. The peo¬ 
ple crowded forward in lhoals to our waggon, and our tobacco feemed to have the fame 
eiFeft on them as the magnet has on iron. The number of grown perfons appeared 
to me to amount to at lead two or three hundred. When the greated part of them had 
received a little tobacco, they retired well pleafed, to a didance in the plain, or elfe 
returned home. The major part of them were dreffed in calf-lkins, and not in fheep- 
fkins, like the Hottentots. 

We had brought with us feveral things from town, with which we endeavoured either 
to gain their friendship, or reward their fervices, fiich as fmall knives, tinder-boxes, 
and fmall looking-glaffes. To the chief of them we prefented fome looking-glaffes, and 
were highly diverted at feeing the many pranks thefe (imple people played with them: 
one or more looking at themfelves in the glafs at the fame time, and then Haring at 
each other, and laughing ready to burft their fides; but the mod ridiculous part of the 
farce was, that they even looked at the back of the glafs, to fee whether the fame 
figure prefented itfelf as they faw in the glafs. 

Thefe people, who were well made, and of a fprightly and undaunted appearance, 
adorned themfelves with brulhes made of the tails of animals, which they wore in their 
hair, on their legs, and round their waift. Some had thongs cut out of hides, and 
others drings of glafs-beads, bound feveral times round their bodies. But upon no part 
of their drefs did they fet a greater value than upon fmall and bright metal plates of 
copper or brafs, either round, oblong or fquare. Thefe they fcowered with great care, 
and hung them with a dring, either in their hair, on their foreheads, on their breads, 
at the back of their neck, or before their pofteriors; and fometimes, if they had many 
of them, all round their heads. My Englifh fellow-traveller had brought with him 
one of thole medallions ftruck in copper, and gilt, that had been fent by the two Eng- 
lilh fhips, which were at this time failing towards the fouth pole, to be didributed 
amongd the different nations in that quarter of the globe. This medal was given to one 
of the Caffres who was very familiar with us, and who was fo well pleafed with it, that 
he accompanied us on the whole of our journey and back again, with his medal hang¬ 
ing down glittering jud before the middle of his forehead. 

Some of thefe people had hanging before their breads a conic purfe made of the 
undreffed ikin of an animal, which was fadened about the neck by four leathern thongs, 
and ferved them for a tobacco pouch. Some of them wore about their necks a necklace 
made of fmall Ihells, called ferpent’s Ikulls (cyprma moneta ), drung upon a dring, and 
to this hung a tortoife-fliell, for keeping the Bukku ointment in. Mod of them were 
armed with as many javelins as they could well hold in one hand. 

The huts were covered over with mats made of ruffles, which, with their milk-baf- 
kets, were fo clofe that no water could penetrate them. 

The range of mountains which during our whole journey we had hitherto had to the 
left, now came to a termination ; and, to the right of us, was feen the fea. A larger 
range of mountains, however, proceeded farther into the country to the left. 

The country hereabouts was full of wild beads of every kind, and therefore very 
dangerous to travel through. We were more particularly anxious concerning our cat¬ 
tle, which might eafily be feared away by the lions, and Iod to us for ever. 

We were likewife too few in number, and not diffidently armed, to protect ourfelves 
a g ain f t the inhabitants, whofe language our Hottentots now no longer perfe£Uy under- 

dood. 
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Hood. We therefore came to a refolution to entice from this village another troop of 
Hottentots to go along with us, which we accordingly did, by promifing them a reward 
of tobacco and other trifles that they were fond of, as alfo to kill for them a quantity 
of buffaloes fufficient for their fupport. This promife procured us a great many more 
than we wanted, and our troop confifted now of above an hundred men. 

The i -th. The country in which we now were, was called Krakakamma, and 
abounded^with grafs and wood, as well as wild beafts of every kind, which were here 
ftill fecure infome meafure from the attacks of the colonifts ; thefe were chiefly buffa¬ 
loes, elephants, two-horned rhinocerofes, ftriped horfes and affes, (Zebra, Quagga) 
and feveral kinds of goats, particularly large herds of Hartebeefts {capra dorcas). 

We travelled firft to Krakakamma Valley, and afterwards from hence farther down¬ 
wards to the fea-Ihore, where there was a great quantity of underwood, as well as wood 
of a larger growth, filled with numerous herds of buffaloes, that grazed in the adjacent 

plains. t _ 

In the afternoon, when the heat of the day abated, we went out with a few of our 

Hottentots a hunting, in hopes of killing fomething wherewith to fatisfy the craving fto- 
machs of our numerous retinue. After we had got a little way into the wood, we fpied 
an extremely large herd of wild buffaloes [bos ccffla J, which being in the act. of graz¬ 
ing, held down their heads, and did not obferve us till we came within three hundred 
paces of them. At this inftant the whole herd, which appeared to confift of about five 
or fix hundred large beafts, lifted up their heads, and viewed us with attention. So 
large an affemblage of animals, each of which taken fingly is an extremely terrible 
objeCt, would have made any one Ihudder at the fight, even one who had not, like me, 
the year before, had occafion to fee their aftonifhing ftrength, and experience the rough 
manner in which they treat their opponents. Never thelefs as we were now apprized 
of the nature of the animals, and their not readily attacking any one in the open plains, 
we did not dread either their ftrength or number, but, not to frighten them, ftood ftill 
a little while, till they again Hooped down to feed; when with quick fteps, we 
approached within forty paces of them. We were three Europeans, and as many 
Hottentots trained to fhooting, who carried mufquets, and the reft of the Hottentots were 
armed with their javelins. The whole herd now began to look up again, and faced us 
with a brifk and undaunted air; we then judged it was time to fire, and all at once let 
fly among them. No fooner had we fired, than the whole troop, intrepid as it other- 
wife was, furprifed by the flafti and report, turned about and made for the woods, and 
left us a fpe&acle not to be equalled in its kind. The woupded buffaloes* feparated 
from the reft of the herd, and either could not keep up with it, or tile took another 
road. 

Among thefe was an old bull buffalo, which came clofe to the fide where we ftood, 
and obliged us to take to our heels, and fly before him. It is true, it is impoffible for 
a man, how fall foever he may run, to outrun thefe animals; neverthelefs we wefe 
fo far inftrufted for our prefervation, as to know that a man may efcape tolerably well 
from them, as long as he is in an open and level plain; as the buffalo, which has very 
finall eyes in proportion to the fize of its head, does not fee much fideways, but only 
ftraight forward. When therefore it is come pretty near, a man has nothing more to 
do than to throw himfelf down on one fide. The buffalo, which always gallops ftraight 
forward, does not obferve the man that lies on the ground, neither does it mifs its 
enemy, till he has had time enough to run out of the way. Our wounded bull came 
pretty near us, but paffed on one fide, making the heft of his way to a copfe, which, 
however, he did not quite reach before he fell. In the mean time, the reft of our 
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Hottentots had followed a cow that was mortally wounded, and with their javelins 
killed a calf. We, for our parts, immediately went up to the fallen bull, and found 
that the ball had entered his cheft, and penetrated through the greateft: part of his 
body, notwithftanding which he had run at full fpeed feveral hundred paces before he 
fell. He was far from being young, of a dark grey colour, and almoft without any 
hairs, which, on the younger fort, are black. The body of this animal was extremely 
thick, but his legs, on the other hand, fliort. When he lay on the ground, his body 
was fo thick, that I could not get on him without taking a running jump. When our 
drivers had flayed him, at Ieafl in part, we chofe out the moll flelhy pieces, and pickled 
fome, and at the fame time made an excellent repaft on the fpot. Although I had 
taken it into my head that the flelh of an old bull like this would have been both 
coarfe and tough, yet, to my great alloniftiment, I found that it was tender, and tailed 
like all other game. The remainder of the bull, together with the cow and the calf, 
was given to the Hottentots for their lhare, who were not at all behind hand, but 
immediately made a large fire on the fpor, and boiled the pieces they had cut off with¬ 
out delay. What they preferred, and firfl. of all laid on the fire, were the marrow¬ 
bones, of which, when broiled, they eat the marrow with great eagernefs. The guts, 
meat, and offals, they hung up on the branches of trees ; fo that, in a fliort time, the 
place looked like a flaughter-houfe, about which the Hottentots encamped, in order to 
broil their victuals, eat, and fleep. 

On the approach of night, my fellow-travellers and I thought it bell to repair to 
our waggons, and give orders for making our cattle fall, before it grew quite dark. 
In our way we paffed within a few hundred' paces of five Hons, which, on feeing us, 
walked off into the woods. 

Having tied our bealts to the wheels of our waggons, fired our pieces off two or 
three times in the air, and kindled feveral fires round about our encampment, all very 
necellkry precautions for our fecurity, as well with refpeft to the elephants as more 
particularly to the lions, we lay down to reft, each of us with a loaded mufquet by his 
fide, committing ourfelves to the care of God’s gracious providence. The like pre¬ 
cautions we always obferved in future, when obliged to encamp in fuch places where 
man indeed feemed to rule by day, but wild bealls bore the fway at night, Thefe free 
denizens of the earth, for the moll part, lie quiet and ftill, in the fliade of woods and 
copfes, during the day, their time for feeding being in the cool of the evening and at 
night, at which time lions and other beafts of prey come out to feek their food, and 
devour the more innocent and defencelefs animals, A lion cannot by dint of flirength, 
indeed, feize a buffalo, but always has recourfe to art, and lies in wait under fome 
bufh, and principally near rivulets, where the buffalo comes to drink. He then fprings 
upon his back with the greateft agility, with his tremendous teeth biting the buffalo 
in the nape of his neck, and wounding him in the fides with his claws, till, quite 
wearied out, he finks to the ground and dies. 

On the 15th, in the morning, I went out to fee whether the trees of the woods, of 
which this part of the country confifted, had yet any bloffoms upon them; but found 
that the fummer was not far enough advanced, and that the trees were fo clofe to each 
other, and fo full of prickles, that without cutting my way through them, I could not 
advance far into the wood, which, befides, was extremely dangerous, on account of 
the wild beafts. Here, and in other places, where it was woody, we obferved near 
the watering-places, - the frefh tracts of buffaloes, as alfo the trails and dung of ele¬ 
phants, two-homed rhinocerofes, and other animals. 
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In the plains there were ftriped horfes and affes ( equus zebra and quagga\ H arte- 
beefts (capra dorcas\ Koedoes (copra Jlrepficeros\ be. 

We therefore got ready and fet out for Zwartkop's RIvier, and the Salt Pan, not far 
diflant from it, where we baited during the heat of the day. Near this Salt Pan, as 
it is called, we had the fineft view in the world, which delighted us the more as it was 
very uncommon. This Salt Pan was now, to ufe the expreffion, in its befl attire, and 
made a moft beautiful appearance. It formed a valley of about three-quarters of a 
mile in diameter, and Hoping off by degrees, fo that the water in the middle was 
fcarcely four feet deep, A few yards from the water's edge this valley was encircled 
by a mound, feveral fathoms high, which was overgrown with brufh-wood. It was 
rather of an oval form, and took me up a good half hour to walk round it. The 
foil neared: the valley was Tandy ; but, higher up, it appeared to confift, in many places, 
of a pale flate, The whole Salt Pan, the water of wdiich was not deep, at the fame 
time that the bottom was covered with a fmooth and level bed of fait, at this juncture, 
being the middle of fummer and in a hot climate, exactly refembled a frozen lake 
covered with ice, as clear and tranfparent as cryflal. The water had a pure faline tafle 
without any thing bitter in it. In the heat of the day, as fall as the water evaporated, 
a fine fait cryllallizing on the furface firft appeared there in the form of glittering 
feales, and afterwards fettled at the bottom* It was frequently driven on one fide by 
the wind; and, if collefted at that time, proved to be a very fine and pure fait* The 
Salt Pan had begun to grow dry towards the north-eaft end, but to the fouth-weftward, 
to which it inclined, it was fuller*, to the well ward, it ran out into a long neck. 

It appeared to us fomewhat Itrange, to find, fo far from the fea, and at a confiderable 
height above it, fuch a large and faturated pool of falt-water. But the water which 
depofits this fait, does not come at all from the fea, but folely from the rains which 
fall in fpring, and totally evaporate in fummer. The whole of the foil of this country 
is entirely fait* The rain-water which diflolves this, runs down from the adjacent 
heights, and is collected in this bafon, where it remains and gradually evaporates j and 
the longer it is evaporating the falter it is. 

The colonifls who live in Lange Kloof, and in the whole country extending from 
thence towards this fide, as alfo in Kamdebo, Kankou, and other places, are obliged 
to fetch their fait from this ipot- 

It was faid, that not far from this were two more falt-pans, which however yielded no 
fait till they were quite dry* 

Several infefts we found drowned in the fait water, fome of which were fuch as I could 
not meet with on the bulhes alive, during the few hours that I ftaid here and walked 
about the copies, which my curiofity induced me to do, although it was a very danger¬ 
ous fpot, on account of the lions. 

Our Hottentots, of whom we had now but a few in our fuite, and whom we had left 
to take care of our oxen that were turned out to grafs, we found fall afleep, overcome 
by the heat of the day. Towards evening, we drove a little farther on, and arrived at 
Kuka, where tfie brook was already a mere (lagnant puddle, and brad only a brackifh 
water in it; neverthelefs we took up our night's lodging here* 

We were furprifed to find here a poor farmer, who had encamped in this place, with 
his wife and children, by Health, in order to feed and augment his fmall herd. And 
indeed thefe poor people were no lefts aftonifhed, not to fay terrified, at our arrival, in 
the idea that we either had or might inform the government againft them for refuting out 
of the appointed boundaries* The farmer had only a final 1 hut made of branches of 
trees for his family, and another adjacent to it, by way of kitchen. We vifited them 
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ill their little manfion, and, at our requeft, were entertained by them with milk. But 
we had not been long feated before the whole bafon of milk was covered with a fwarm 
of flies, fo as to be quite black with them; and the hut was fo infefted with flies, that 
we could not open our mouths to fpeak. Within fo fmall a fpace I never beheld, before 
nor fince, fuch an amazing number of thefe infects* 

We therefore haftened to our carts; and having kindled our fires, and pitched our 
camp at a little diftance from the hut, liftened the whole night to the howling of wolves, 
and the dreadful roaring of lions. 

On the morning following, being the 16th of December, we proceeded to Great 
Sunday River, the banks of which were very fteep, and the adjacent fields arid and 
meagre. 

The major part of our ample retinue of Hottentots had now left us, after having got, 
in the courfe of the journey, venifon enough to feaft on, and as we were approaching 
nearer and nearer to a country which would foon be changed to a perfect defart, where 
no game nor venifon was to be hoped for $ and where it was expected that want of water 
would be in the highefl degree experienced. And, indeed, we now not only found 
ourfelves almoft alone, but the oxen belonging to my Englifh fellow-traveller were fo 
affli&ed with the hoof-diftemper, that feveral of them were lame, and fome of them were 
hardly fit to be put any longer to the waggon. 

In confequence of this we held a council with the drivers \ and, after mature delibera¬ 
tion, refolved, though fore agaioft our wills, to turn back, not finding it practicable to 
proceed, with emaciated and fick cattle like ours, through a barren and defert country, 
to the Dutch fettlements near the Snow Mountains and in Camdebo, 

We did not, however, neglefl: previoufly to enquire of the Gonoquas Hottentots con¬ 
cerning the nature of the country, the watering-places for cattle, the wild beafls there, 
&c, and found that the plain was already very much dried up, and that long and forced 
marches (to ufethe expreffion) mult have been made between the few brackilh watering- 
places that were to be met with in the way. 

It is however not always eafy to get the truth out of the Hottentots. One muft: 
never attack them with queftions to the point, when one wiflies to know the truth of any 
thing ; but it muft be fifhed out of them by degrees, and, as it were, difcourfmg upon 
other fubjects. The Hottentots are alfo extremely referved, and wifti before-hand to 
know whether their vifitors are good or bad people. Befides, as the Hottentots had 
now left us, we were deprived of the interpreters we Ihould want, fhould we chance in 
our road to fall in with the Caffres or other nations. The Caffres, it is true, are not bad 
in themfelves ; but, as they are in great want of iron, they are fometitnes fo greedy after 
it, as to make no confcience of murdering a Chriftian for the fake of getting the iron 
from off the wheels of his waggon, which they forge and grind to make heads for their 
javelins, Thefe Caffres a few years before had murdered Heupnaer and fome of his 
company, who, in order to barter for elephants' teeth, had travelled into the country of 
the Caffres andTambukki. 

The Snow Mountains (Sneeuwberg), whither we had intended to direft our courfe, is 
a trail of land which lies very high, and, as it were, on a mountain, with other elevated 
tradls lying near it. It has acquired its name from the cold which prevails there, and 
the fnow that falls upon it. Sometimes the fnow lies there from one year to the other $ 
and then the colonifts are obliged to remove from thence to the Lowerdands, as it is 
called. To the eaftward of the Snow Mountains, and farther to the northward, above 
the country of the Caffres, lies that of the Tambukki; and to this joins a people that 
are whiter than the Hottentots, with curling hair, and are called Little Chinefe. 
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The Caffres, whofe country properly begins near the Great Fifh River (Groote Vifcfe 
Rivier), raife a kind of peafe and beans, and a fpecies of holcm 9 and at the fame time, 
are in pofieffion of large herds of cattle. 

As foon as the afternoon began to feel cool, and we had in feme degree inveftigated 
the plants which were to be found here, near Kukakamnia, we let out on our journey 
homeward, not by the fame way by which we had come, but by the upper road to Van 
Stade’s Rivier, and from thence to Zeeko Rivier, where we arrived fafe on the 20th of 
December. 

In the environs of Van Stade's River were the finefl woods I had feen in the whole 
country. Few of the trees, however, were as yet in bloom. The Affagay-tree ( curtifza 
faginea ), of which the Hottentots and Caffres make the fhafts of their javelins, grew 
here in abundance, and began now to develope its diminutive bio (Toms. A great num¬ 
ber of butterflies (p&pi!iones)> that are other wife fo very Pearce in this part of Africa, 
flew round about the tops of the trees, without our being able to reach them. 

On one fide of our road I obferved a heap of boughs of trees, on which moll of the 
Hottentots threw a few twigs as they paffed, and, on enquiring the reafon, was told that 
it was the grave of a dead Hottentot. 

On our return, we pafled a few days before Chriftmas with our old friend Jacob Kok, 
where we found fufEcient employment in drying and getting in order the thick-leaved 
and fucculent plants which we had gathered in our lafl expedition up the country, and 
where our oxen in fome meafure recruited their ftrehgth and flefli. The Calvinifts do 
not keep Chriftmas, but every one goes about his bufinefs as ufual: but New-year's 
day is thus far kept as a holiday, that on this day neighbours vifit each other. 

A fmall vineyard was planted here, as likewife at a few more farms near Kromme 
Rivier \ but the grapes did not ripen very well, ^on which ticcount the wine was rather 
four, and fometimes fo four that it could not be drank, but was only ufed for diftiliing 
brandy, from a procefs which, by feme farmers, was carried on with profit. 

In the Chriftmas holidays, we proceeded on our journey up towards Kromme Rivier, 
and Lange Kloof, where, oppofite to Thomas Frere's farm, is a waggon-road acrofs 
the mountains £0 Sitlikamma. 

Inftead of wheel-barrows, for ,which timber was wanting, the hufbandman ufed calf 
and lheep-fkins made into bags, in which they carried their manure to their gardens. 

On the 28 th, u f e arrived at Hannes Olofson's farm, and from thence, turning to 
the right, rode over the mountains to Anders Glofson's, near Riet-valley, in Came- 
naflie Land, a traft of country that lay before the mountains, was narrow, and exhi¬ 
bited feveral fcattered mountains and eminences. It feetned to be as high as Lange 
Kloof, and the foil was dry and poor. 

The Hottentots called by the name of Nenta, a plant (zygophyllum hcrbaceum repem) y 
which was faid to be poifonous to iheep, as alfo another, a Ihrub of the fame genus 
(zygophyllwn fejfllfolium ). 

On the 29th, we rode from this fpot to Peter Jordan's eftate, lituated near Olyfant’s 
warm bath, and the river called (the Eaftem) Elephant's River* 

The broad trafl over which we travelled, was Carrow-field all over, exhibiting a 
few bullies, no grafs, and very little water. 

Kon was a name given by the Hottentots to a fiirub that grew here {mefimbryanthe* 
mum emarcidum\ and was famous all over the country. The Hottentots come far and 
near to fetch this fhrub with the root, leaves, and all, which they beat together, and 
afterwards twill them up like pig-tail tobacco \ after which they let the mafs ferment, 
and keep it by them for chewing, efpecially when they are thirfty. If it be chewed 
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immediately after the fermentation, it intoxicates. The word Kon is faid to fignify a 
quid} the colonifts call it Canna-root. It is found in the drieft fields only, and is ga¬ 
thered chiefly by the Hottentots, who live near this fpot. Thefe afterwards hawk it 
about, frequently to a great diftance, and exchange it for cattle and other commodities. 
No Hottentot or CafFre in the whole country has either money or any thing of a fimilar 
nature to trade with; but all their commerce confifts in bartering either with cattle or 
other commodities. 

On the 30th, we vifited the warm bath, which riles at the foot of the large ridge of 
mountains, and at a few fathoms diftance from it. The ftones at the foot of the moun¬ 
tain formed a very black iron ore, fomewhat like the flag of iron, and the earth near 
it was brownifh. The top of the mountain contains a great deal of white quartz. The 
water is very warm, but not boiling hot; fo that one may fit in it at its fource. It has 
indeed three fources; the largeft bubbles up to the eaftward out of a great number of 
fprings of different fizes, the cavity of it being above two yards acrofs, and it is this 
that is moil ufed. The fecond lies a few fathoms to the left, and boils up out of one 
fingle cavity. The third, and leaf!, lies a few fathoms from the fecond. On the fur- 
face of the water, was feen a thin and fine blue pellicle, and on the twigs of trees and 
ftones that were near it, was precipitated a faffron-coloured ochre. It had an inky tafte, 
but hardly any fmell; from an infofion of tea, the water became bluifh, and the pow¬ 
der of bark made it blackifh, which fhewed that it contained iron. It was not fit for 
dreffing victuals; but, as it was faid, might be ufed for wafhing, without ftaining the 
linen. The earth that lay near, and round about the veins of the fpring, was of a very 
loofe texture, and a brownifh colour, and at the fame time contained a portion of fait, 
and minute fhining particles of iron. The cryftals of the fait were extremely minute 
and fine, and were found not only in the loofe earth, but alfo on pieces of wood that 
lay in the earth. On feveral pieces of wood that lay in the water were found, befides 
the ochre above mentioned, thin and brittle fcales, which glittered a little, and, by the 
farmers, were thought to be filver, but feemed to be nothing more than fcales of iron. 
When one fits in the bath, the circulation of the blood is greatly increafed, and one is 
in danger of fwooning. The water, it is true, is chiefly ufed for bathing in; fome 
people however drink it like wife. The water never receives any increafe either from 
rain or drought, though, as the farmers teftified, it does from thunder. The time for 
ufing the water, is a little before or at fun-rife, and late in the cool of the evening, as 
the water is too hot during the heat of the day. The invalids fit direftly over the veins 
of the fpring, and more or lefs deep in them. 

In order to have a view of the country on the other fide of the mountains, I climbed 
up to their higheft fummits, and faw, at no great diftance, a ridge of mountains, which 
was lower than this that I flood on, and, between thefe, the country was as broad as 
Lange Kloof, and confifted of hills and valleys. The trad of country that lay behind 
the lower ridge was flat and poor Carrow-land, and fo long and broad, without any 
mountains, that the eye could not reach its boundaries. I here were no farms nor 
houfes on this extenfive plain, over which the farmers travel from Camdebo acrofs 
Hex Rivier, to the Cape. It was faid, however, that farther on, there were moun¬ 
tains, which probably extend from Rogge-veld to the Sneeuwberg. 

Here, therefore, were the lall ridges of that tremendous mafs of mountains, which 
extend from Houtniquas Land and Hartequas Kloof, and again to the northward from 
Roode Zands and Kartous Clefts, diredtly acrofs the Carrow that lies on the other fide 
of the Bokke-veld. And, indeed, it is not only along the foot of this range of moun¬ 
tains that the colonifts have laid out their beft and principal farms, but they have alfo 
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got between the ridges of the mountains, and fet themfelves down in ail the interme- 

d '^It immenfely dry Carrow-plain, which commences behind the laft-mentioned inafs 
of mountains, and extends in length from the north-weft to the fouth-eaft end of the 
fouthernnioft point of Africa, and in breadth to Rogge-veld and the Snow Mountains, 
for want of water, cannot be inhabited; and fcarcely any animals refide there, except 
for a fhort time, in or immediately after the rainy feafon, when a little fall-water is 
found here and there in fome of the hollow places* Ihofe col crufts ? theiefore^ thut 
have forms on the other fide of this traft, either in Rogge-veld or the Snow Moun¬ 
tains, are obliged to wait for that time for croffing fo defart a country, when they are 
under the neceffity of pitching their camp near fuch a places where little watei is to be 
had, between which fpots, fometimes a journey of ten or twelve hours long, muft be 
performed with all poffible fpeed in the night. It is therefore neceffary to know thefe 
watering-places well; becaufe, if one fhould meet with any Hottentots, they would not 
readily inform one, even if they knew of any watering-place, but keep itfecret to them¬ 
felves, in order to be able to hide themfelves, in cafe they fhould at any time wifh to 
run away. Grafs is hardly to be met with in this traft, fo that it is with difficulty 
that a horfe can find fodder there, but the oxen put up both with brackilh water and 
the fait leaves of the flirubs and bullies. In the day-time, when the fun Ihines out hot, 
if one cafts one’s eye over a fmooth and arid plain like this, the eye is affected by a 
tremulous motion in the air, juft as though one were looking at a flame. 

The Hottentots who traverfe thefe dry Carrow-fields, ufe feveral means, not only to 
affuage their hunger, but more particularly to quench their thirft. Befidts the above- 
mentioned plant, called Kan or Gunna, they ufe two others, viz. one called Kameka 
or Barup, which is faid to be a large and watery root; and another called Ku, which is 
like wife, according to report, a large and fucculent root. 

The plants, as well herbs as bufties, ftand very thin in the Carrow-veld; and, in 
fuch a burning hot climate, where not a drop of rain falls for the fpace of eight months 
at lead, it is almoft inconceivable how they can thrive at all. Their ftems and branches, 
likewife, have the appearance of being brittle and quite dried up; but the leaves, on 
the other hand, are very thick, and filled with a briny fluid, and remain green all the 
year through. Thefe frefli and ever-verdant tops and leaves, however, may perhaps 
receive from the air, which at night is cool, fome moifture for their prefervation and 
nourifliment. The ground appears quite burned up, is of a yellowiih red colour, and 
confifts of clay with ochres of iron and common fait. 

1774.—On the ift of January, directing our courfe homewards, we arrived at Jan 
van Stade’s farm, and afterwards palling an eftate belonging to one Gerr van Royen, 
and another belonging to a Van Fors, came to the villa which Gert van Royen occu¬ 
pied himfelf. 

We let our drivers and Hottentots go on with the carts through Hartequas Kloof, 
with orders to wait for us at the Company’s poll at Riet Valley; and I, with my 
Englilh fellow-traveller, determined to go on horfeback over the dry Carrow, which 
lay to the right, and afterwards proceed through Platte Kloof. But this expedition did 
not end very fortunately; for, as in this level plain, which is feldom vifited by tra¬ 
vellers, there were no tracks to follow, we miffed our road, and the longer we tra¬ 
velled, the farther we went aftray, fo that at laft we could not even find our way back 
again. We rode on however, as fall as our horfes could go, and the fun began to go 
down without our having perceived the leaft trace of a houfe or farm. At length the 
fun being fet, and no hopes left, we retired a little way back to a valley, where there 
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was a finall brook, with a few trees on its borders; and, in this brook, there was ftill 

f ° Herewe" fhought it advifeable to take up our lodging for the night. Accordingly 
we unfaddled our horfes, and tied them up, with the halter round one of their legs, 
that they fhould not run away; and then, by means of our guns, we made a large 
fire of Canna-bulhes (Jalfola aphylla). After this we lay down near the fire, With the 
faddtes under our heads; but could not get a wink of fleep, on account of an intoler¬ 
able fenrauon of cold, which, though not fo very intenfe m itfelf, yet, by reafon of 
the burning heat we had endured in the day-time, was feverely felt by us, and forced 
us to rife feveral times in the courfe of an hour, in order to mend the fire, and warm 
ourfelves all over. We had derived this advantage from our guns, that we could al¬ 
ways make a fire; but we had no hopes of finding any thing in this plain to fhoot, by 
which we might fatisfy the cravings of our ftomachs. I had therefore taken the pre¬ 
caution to put into my Ihooting-bag a few bifcuits and pieces of fugar-candy, which 

were extremely welcome to us at this juncture. 

As loon as it was mornings we looked about us for our horfes, but found that they 
were vaniflied, which did not a little add to our concern, fituated as we were in a 
defart where our fate was uncertain- After having fearched the vatiey all around, ue 
went up upon the heights, and behind thefe we at laft found our horfes which with¬ 
out doubt were upon the point of going farther, to look out for better foddei. Having 
faddled them, we directed our courfe obliquely towards the mountains, where we ar¬ 
rived towards evening, at the houfe of a farmer, who was fo poor as fcarcely to be 
mailer of any thing more than the roof over his head. 

Here we took up our night’s lodging, and afterwards made our way to Hartequas 

Kloof, where we met with our people and our carts. _ . . . 

Near Hartequas Kloof, a new range or ridge of mountains commences, which joms 
the former, the cleft ferving as a band of connexion between them. So that the 
Carrow-veld can be feen behind the firft ridge, when one rides into the cleft through 
the next range of mountains near Groote Paarde Kraal. * 

It is noting fince that this whole traft of land, from Hartequas Kloof down to 
Camtous Rivier, which is now filled with fettlements, was firft peopled ; and twenty- 
three years ago there was not a fingle farm, when, in the year i 75 °>. Governor u- 
bagh fent a caravan out to this coaft, with a view to gam,certain intelligence wi 
refpea to the country and its inhabitants. Tulbagh, who ftill lives in the gra e 
hearts of the inhabitants of the Cape, was a governor, who confidered that he was 
rafted to the elevated ftation he enjoyed under government, a« d anointed to be 
over an extenfive country, not merely to live m luxury, pampei P ’ . , 

mulate riches, but to unite with the Company s lawful mterefts the happuieis o the 
colonifts, and the advancement and welfare of the colony, This gentlemani was alio 
anxious to have the country by degrees farther explored; for which 
year 1750, he fitted out a caravan, confiftingof one hundred and ^/£*« **“ 
the caftle, and two burghers, of which an officer of the name of Bcutelaai as ap¬ 
pointed the commander. With thefe were fent, at the Company s expence, cleven 
waggons, a great number of draught-oxen, and of others lor lulling and a coniider- 
Tblfquantity of ammunition and provifion. The expedition was to be made into the 
country of the Caffres, and afterwards up towards that of the lambukkis, and then back 
again through the Snow Mountains and Camdebo; but, on account of the haughti- 
iiefs and ftupfdity of the commander, little was done in the bufmefs, for which reafon, 
on his return home, he was fent away out of the country; a pumlhment he^uchly 
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deferved. He was a Uriel and rigorous commander, and puniflied with feverity. He 
likewife beat the drum all the way, infomuch that all the game that was to have been 
fhot feared away, particularly by the two farmers who went in fuite ; and his people 
at length grew extremely mutinous. When he encamped any were at night, the 
waggons were all placed in a ring, within which the cattle and other animals were put, 
and the tents alfo pitched. At laft, when he arrived at the country of the Caffres, he 
gave the Caffre captain, Paloo, a grenadier’s cap, and another to his brother, which 
is faid to have excited a war amongft the Caffres. The only thing he did for the be¬ 
nefit of the Company was, that in the harbour near Zwartkops river he fet up the 
Company’s arms, cut in Hone. This journey laded eight months. At that time there 
was not a fingle farm on the other fide of Hartequas Klooi j but the roads were fo un¬ 
known and unbeaten, that the waggons were often obliged to be dragged, by the 
people to whom they belonged, acrofs the mod difficult places. 

Being come from Hartequas Kloof to Gouds Rivier, we daid a day there in order to 
red our cattle, which befides were fo grievoufly afHi&ed with the hoof didemper, that 
my companion was obliged to leave one of his oxen behind here, which could get no 
farther. Here too the weather was amazingly warm, warmer indeed than I have ever 
felt, either before or fiiice, infomuch that the farmers flint both the doors and window- 
Ihutters, in order to keep the fun out, and their houfes cool. The birds could fcarcely 
fly, and the air was almod too hot to be breathed. The heat was without doubt 
feveral degrees above xoo by Fahrenheit’s thermometer. 

The following days, continuing our route, we arrived at Riet Valley, one of the 
Company’s pods, where we remained a few days to red ourfelves, and particularly for 
the fake of paying another vifit to Groote Vader’s Bofch (or Grandfather’s Wood), 
and feeing if the different kinds of trees there were come into bloffom, as we had 
already got pretty for into January, and conlequently the fummer was farther advanced 
than it had been at any time before, when we had vifited this wood. 

On the 14th of January accordingly, we went thither, but were not more fuccefsful 
now than we had been before with refpe£t to finding the trees in bloffom, much lefe 
with fruit on them; fome of them, however; were on the point of budding. 

Here were, at this time, for the Company’s account, two wood-men, who, after 
felling the trees, dragged them to fuch fpots from whence they might be taken up and 
put into waggons. The trees were chiefly got out of the wood by oxen, by means of 
a cord fattened round the body of the tree; as no vehicle of any kind could poffibly 
be ufed there. 

As I had no hopes of ever vifiting this place again, I made a point now of collecting 
and laying up to dry, branches with leaves of every fpecies of tree, and at the fame 
time of becoming perfectly acquainted with the ufe they made in this country of each 
fpecies. 

The ufes of the different forts of trees that grew in and round about the wood were 
as follows: 

Black iron-wood (Zwarte Yzerhout, gardenia Rotbmannia ), is hard and ftrone: it is 
ufed for axle-trees and the poles of waggons. 

Yellow-wood (Geelhout, ilex crocea ), is of a yellow colour, almoft like box, of a 
clofe texture, and handfome. It is ufed for planks and beams in the conttruclion of 
houfes, for tables, doors, cupboards, window-frames, and butter-chums. 

Camaffie-wood (Camaflie-hout) is merely a fhrub, and confequently produces final! 
pieces only, which ferve for veneering, and to form borders on furniture, as likewife 
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for making planes and other fine and delicate tools. This is one of the fineft and 
heavieft kinds of wood. 

The wood of the Red pear-tree (Roode Peer) is ufed for making the bodies, under 
and upper axle-trees, and the lower parts of waggons. 

The Bucku-tree (Bucku-hout, oka capenjis) is the bell wood for making wheels and 


waggons. 

The Red alder (Roode Elfe, cunonia capenjis ) is likewife very proper for making 
waggon-wheels, the naves of wheels and chairs. 

The Afli (Effenhovt, Effenboom, Houtniquas Effea, Ekebergia capenjis) is a large 
tree, hard, and of a clofe texture, and is ufed for making tools and implements of 
various kinds. 

Of the Stmk-hout there are two forts, the white and the brown. The brown is 
very beautiful, being of a dark colour with bright (breaks and dallies, much like wal¬ 
nut-tree. Of this are made clothes-prefles, delks, chairs, tables, and other coftly 
kinds of furniture. When it is firft cut down it (links, a circumftance from which it 
has obtained its prefent name; but, in procefs of time, when it has been expofed to 
the open air, the difagreeable odour vanilhes. 

The wood of the Olive tree (Olyve-hout, olea Europcea) is very heavy, and of a brown 
colour. I have often feen, at the farmers’ houfes, chairs made of this wood, which 
felt very heavy in the hand. This ftrong wood is alfo ufed in the conftruction of 


mills. 

Wild Catjepiring {gardenia Thunbergia) is a hard and ftrong kind of wood, and on 
this account ufed for clubs. 

Witte Effen (or white a(h) is ufed for planks, for waggon-racks, and for the boards 
in waggons, for boards for (hoe-makers to cut leather on, and fometiraes for cup¬ 
boards. 

Zwart-baft {royena ■uilloja) is ufed for the bodies of waggons, and to make yokes tor 
draught-oxen. 

Keur-hout (fopbora capenfts) is ufed for wheels and the bodies of waggons. 

The Almond tree (Amandel-hout) is ufed for heels of (hoes, and for fliae-maker’s lads. 

The Affagay tree (Affagayboom, curtijia faginea) is ufed for the poles of waggons, 
and as (hafts for the Hottentots’ javelins. 

Dorn-hout ( mimofa nilotica) is ufed for Iock-dioes, to put under waggon-wheels, as 
likewife for the bows of yoke for draught-oxen, and for making charcoal. 

The Waageboom ( protea grandifiora ) for fuel and making charcoal. 

The Kreupelboom {protea Jpeciofa). The bark is ufed by tanners, for dreffing and 
tanning leather. 

The Leepelboom is made into fpoans and wooden bowls. 

The largeft trees in the African woods, as well in this as in others, were the follow- 
Jug; tJjg Geelhout {ilex crocea), the Bucku {olea capenfts)* the tarchonarithus cam- 
phoratus, and arboreta, the Roode-elfe {cunonia capenfts), and the Wite-elft, the 
Stink-hout, the Affagay-haut {curtija), the wild Chelnut (Wilde Caftanien, brabejum 
Jiellatum), the wild Fig-tree (Wilde Vygeboom, ficus capenjis), the Keureboom ( fopbora 
capenjis ). the mimofia nilotica, and the Effeboom {Ekebergia capenjis'). 

On die hills grew the ornithogalum alt'Jjimum, which was now in full bloffom, and 
decorated the plain with its long and crouded fpikes of flowers. It was faid to be very 
common every fourth year, and, in thp intervening years, hardly to be feen. 

On the 18th, we pafled through Zwellendam to Steins (arm. 
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On the loth, we croffed over at the ferry, where Breede Rzvier and Zonder End 
unite, and then went over Heflaquas Kloof, and paft Gyllenhuylen s eftate to Vollen- 
hovens. At Breede Rivier, where the river Zonder End unties with it, ends that 
mountain which ftretches out from Roode Zand, and direftly oppofite this place the 

Zwellendam Mountains form an angle. , , „ t , rminm ^ 

On the 20th, proceeding on our route, we went paft Melk s farm to the Company s 
poll at Tigerhoek, where not only a great number of cows are kept for making butter 
on the Company’s account, but likewife in the adjacent woods a quantity of timber is 
felled for making all kinds of implements for the Company s own ufe. 

The workmen are at liberty to cut down and fell fome wind and timber by way 
of affifting to fupport them, but no huibandman is fnflered to tell any here. In iiout- 
niquas and other woods indeed, the hufbandman is at liberty to cut umber, but in 
fome places, not without the fpecial permiffion of government, and paying a contri¬ 
bution of five rix-dollars. . . , .. , 

In this trad refided the Blue Goat, as it is called, (blauwe boh tfeimn, capraJeu- 
copbaa ,) which is one of the fcarceft in the whole country ; it is white, intermixed 
with black hairs. The blue goat is laid to be very negledful of her young, rafomuch 
that they are often devoured by wild beafts ; and this is the reafon that is given for 
its being fo fcarce. Its flefh had a better tafte than that of the other fpecies of goats. 

Here were alfo a great many zebras or ftriped horfes (jsquus zebra). There is a 
penalty of fifty rix-dollars on {hooting one of thefe animals; and if any one can be 
caught alive, it is to be fent to the governor. The old ones are hardly ever to be 
caught, and are never tamed. The young ones feldom live, mid although feemmgly 

tame, are by no means to be trufted. # , 

After this, palling by Jurjin Linde’s farm, we arrived at a polt of the Company s, 
near Zoete-melks Valley, where twenty-four men and a ferjeant are kept for the foie 
purpofe of felling timber in the adjacent woods. From this place the Company receives 
the greateft part of its fhip and common timber, of which three large waggon-loads 
are lent every month up to the Cape. The labourers here alfo are permitted to cut a 
reafonable quantity, and fell it on their own account. The large pieces of timber, 
fuch as beams, &c. are dragged out of the wood by oxen, and it mull be confeffed, 
not without the greateft difficulty. 

To the fmaller pieces, fuch as wedges, handles for axes, gun-flocks, wheel-timber, 
axle-trees, &c. the form is given before they are carried out of the wood. When a 
very large tree is felled, it is left for fome time to fplit of itfelf; then it is cloven and 

Here I had an opportunity of feeing how they prepared the wheat-ftraw ufed for 
thatching. The {heaves with the ears on were ftruck againft a block, till the grain ran 
out and the ears dropped off. lhe bufinefs goes on much flower in this method of 
thralhing than when the corn is trodden out by horfes; but the ftraw is preferved whole 
by it and even. 

On the 24th, we paffed by the Ziekenhuys (or hofpital), a fmall poll of the Com¬ 
pany’s, which is fiibject to the former poll near Zoete-melks Valley, and in which there 
are onlv two men, and went forward to Groenewal’s farm, and alter wards to Gyllen- 
huyfen’s, near Zwart Rivier (the Black River). The Black Mountains, which com¬ 
menced near Groenewal’s farm, came to a termination here. They were not very 
high. 

On the 25th, we travelled on to Badenhorft’s and Beyer’s eftates, near Booter 
Rivier. 


Here 
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- Here I Jhot a £at, fpotted with black (viverra) ; the Ikin fmelled fo ftrong of mufk, 
that when it was hung up in the cart to dry, I could not endure the ftench of it. It 
is in confequence of this ftrong finell that the animal is not eafily caught by the dogs. 

The ridge of mountains which we had feen terminate near Heflaquas Kloof, began 
at the fide of Kleine Bout-hoek, behind Franfche-hoek. Within the mountains ot 
Groote Hout-hoek, a ridge was alfo feen to (hoot out along the fea-fhore, which went 
almoft as far as Mufcle Bay. Within this laft, another ridge projefts, which comes 
to a termination between Gylienhuyfen’s and Groenewal s farms, and, directly oppofite 
to Badenhorft’s farm, has a high peak, called the Tower of Babel. Thefe two ridges 
are not united with the other mountains, but leave an open fpace near Booter Rivier. 

On the 26th, palling over Grootehout-hoek, Palniil s and Steenbrafemey Rivers, 
we arrived at the Hottentot’s Holland Mountain, on which there are feveral farms. ^ 
Baboons, a fort of large and ill-conditioned monkeys, with tails no longer than their 
thighs, are found in thefe mountains. This animal is long a growing, and, when full 
grown, is almoft as large as a blood-hound; at this period, it fliould not be kept tied 
up with a ftring only ; for, without an iron chain, it bites every thing afunder Several 
dogs together, indeed, may catch a baboon, but one or two feldom can ; became if 
the baboon, which is furprifmgly quick and nimble, gets hold of the dog by the hind 
feet, he fwings it round, till the dog is quite giddy, and as it were drunk. With his 
large teeth he bites violently, and defends hiinfelf obftinately. . . 

Finally, we went down the mountain, over its fteep hills, and then over the level 

plain to the Cape. 


The Cape, 1774 - 

BEING arrived in town fo late in the year, after a journey of five months, I was 
obliged to ufe difpatch, in order that I might be able to embrace the opportunity of 
fending, in the beginning of this year 1774, to the Botanic Gardens of Amfterdam, 
Leyden, and Leeuwarden, by the homeward-bound fhips failing for Europe, a conuder- 
able quantity of bulbous roots, herbs, feeds, and growing plants; and alfo to my other 
patrons a great number of bulbous roots, feeds, infefts, ftufted birds, and other lcarce 

1 til r 1,1 Sb 

The fir ft four months in the year are the moft bufy at the Cape, when the Dutch 
fhips, as well as thofe that belong to foreign nations, return from the Fall Indies, and 
others arrive from Europe; fo that there are at this time about twenty or t *rty ips in 
the road. The firft Dutch homeward-bound fleet too now lay ready, and I had an op¬ 
portunity of fending part of my cohesions by it, and the remainder afterwards, as fait 

as they were ready, by the lhips that failed later. _ 

A fhip front Holland, the Bekvliet, arrived here, after a long and unfortunate voy¬ 
age. Through the captain’s neglcft and ignorance, the fhip had got fo much under the 
African coaft as to lofe its proper winds, and to be obliged to make Angola, after fnlt 
making Waalvifch Bay, with only nine men in health on board. During this long voy¬ 
age the fcurvy had raged among the crew, which was faid to have been very generally 
as well as plentifully bled, fo that the greateft part of it had died. Complaint was made 
both againft the furgeon and the captain for not having underftood their bufinefs.^^1he 
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former died on the paffage, and the latter received the puniffiment he richly defended- 
The fick had not only been fupplied with improper medicines, but alfo, in other refpefts, 
had been treated with great negligence. One morning four men were reported as dead; 
one of whom, juft as they were going to few him up in his hammock, was found alive 
by the fail-maker, although he foon after breathed his laft. Another morning five men 
had been reported dead ; all of them had been fewed up in their hammocks, and two 
had already been thrown over-board; when the third, the inftant he was put on the 
plank, called out, « Mailer Boatfwain, I am alive ftill!” to which the boarfwain, with 
unfeafonable jocularity, replied, “ You alive, indeed ! what, do you pretend to know 
better than the furgeon ?” 

For every fick man fent to the hofpital the captain pays two fkellmgs, and he keeps 
back in return the man’s allowance on board. 

The building of the new hofpital was not very far advanced this fummer, neither, 
indeed, could the work go on very fall. Of ninety men who were allotted for this pur- 
pofe, few were at work, and a great part of them were on furlough, or were fet upon 
Other work on the hofpital’s account. # 

Befides a handfome houfe, built in the Company’s garden in town, the governor has 
alfo one at Rondebofch, and another at Nieuwland, both out of town, to which he may 
retire at pleafure, and unbend his mind when oppreffed with the cares of ftate. Another 
fuch houfe was now to be built iikewife for his accommodation at Baay-fals. 

The Company has very fine gardens both at Rondebofch and-Nieuwland, from whence 
the Ihips and the hofpital are fupplied with vegetables. 

Since the governor. Van der Stell, in the beginning of this century, had appropriated 
to himfelf a confiderable portion, and that the bell, of the land, (and the fame had been 
done by feveral of the Company’s fervants, to the great prejudice of the burghers and 
colonillsj they lie under a ftrift prohibition againft holding any farms. In lieu thereof, 
after being obliged to difpofe of their farms, feveral perquifites have been allowed them $ 
fuch as the difpencier, or purveyor, five per cent, upon imported, and the fame on ex¬ 
ported, wares ; as Iikewife upon grain, butter, &c. The collect or has two and a half 
per cent, on the monies, the ftore-keeper four, the cqmmiffary of the hofpital five, the 
infpeftor of the auctions five per cent, on all goods and merchandize fold by auction; 
and all this, befides their ufual monthly falary. So that it is only fome few of the 
high er people in office that have a finall villa for their pleafure near the Cape, but from 
whence no commodities mull be carried out and difpofed of. 

The Ihips that arrived here brought the news that Baron Van Plettenberg had been 
nominated governor of the Cape and the colony, and had been ffiortly after inftalied in 

his office. __ _ . 

The governor, together with feven counfellors of police, has the fupreme direction 
and command, as well with refpedl to the Company’s traffic here, as alfo to the whole 
economy of the colony, without being fubjeft to the government of Batavia, which have 
other wife the fupreme command over all the factories in India. 

All criminal caufes come under the cognizance and jurifdiftion of the grand court of 
juflice. In this the commandant of the garrifon prefides, and the governor has nothing 
to do with it, excepting merely to fign his name to death-warrants. 

Finally, there are two other courts of judicature in the colony. One of thefe is at 
Stell enbofch, to which four parilhes are fubjeft, with their churches, viz. Stellenbofch, 
Drakenltein, Zwartland, and Roode Zand j the other is at Zwellendam, and compre¬ 
hends one very large and extenfive parilh, which, however, has not yet been provided 
either with a church or minifter, 
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The Cape of Good Hope, although it was firft difcovered by the Portuguefe above 
three hundred vears ago, was frequented by them for the fpace of one hundred years and 
upwards, and afterwards by the Dutch Eall India Company’s fldps for more than half a 
century, before poffeffion was taken of any part of the country, or any cultivation was 
bellowed upon it, fo that the colony is not above a hundred and twenty years old ; lor, 
in the year 1650, when the Dutch Ihips, on their return from the Indies, touched here 
and took, in refrelhments, for which they bartered with the Hottentots, the country 
was, for the firft time, furveyed with any degree of attention, by a furgeon of the 
name of Jan van Riebeek, who belonged to the fleet, and had feme knowledge of 
botany; and as he found both the climate and the foil adapted to the cultivation of 
culinary vegetables and fruit-trees, on his return home he propofed to the directors to 
eflablilh a colony here. 

On mature deliberation the propofal was agreed to, and Jan van Riebeek was lent 
out as admiral and commander-in-chief, with four Ihips, which were flored with 
materials for building, carpenters, and feeds of all kinds. On his arrival at the Cape, 
he treated with the Hottentots for the purchafe of a piece of ground, on which was 
ereded a fortrefs, ftorehoufe, and hofpital; and, at the fame time, the firft founda¬ 
tions were laid of this great and ftouriflfing colony, which does more honour to man¬ 
kind than all the viaories of Alexander the Great, and much more than all the 
important conquelts the Dutch arins have been able to make m every other part of the 


The fom for which the firft piece of land was pui-chafed, is very differently reported, 
as well as the quantity of the land itfelf. The firft purchafe fum is find to have 
amounted to fifty thoufand guilders in wares, and by another purchafe to have been 
augmented with thirty thoufand guilders more; winch although it may actually be fo 
great in the Company’s books, yet it feems to be abfolutely incredible, that the Kot- 
tentots fhould ever have received the major part of it. The laft purchafe is faid to have 
extended as far as Moffelbaay, but this is the lefs true, or even probable, as during the 
time that Van Riebeek was governor of the Cape, as he afterwards was, his tarthejl 
difeoveries reached only to that mountain, which is called aiter him, Riebeek s 
Cafteel, and Hands at a goo^diftance within the long range of mountains. In my 
opinion, the land purchafed at firft was no more than that trad of country which lies 
between Table Mountain and Zout Rivier, from whence the colon) has fine? been 
continually more and more extended in the fame manner as it i*> now ai y en arge 
and augmented. The citadel was at firft built of wood and earth1} and it m not tJl 
the year 1664, that, together with its fortifications, it was built of ftone. Neai Zout 
RivS rSalt Rivier) a finall fort, called (Keer de Koe) Turn the Cow, was alfo 
erefted for the purpofe of protefting the Company’s cattle that grazed in the field, 
which it commanded, and to hinder them either from going acrofs ^ 

Hottentot’s lands, or from being ftolen by the natives of the place. With fosivie , 
therefore, near the fort a liable was built for fifty horfes, with which the Hottentott 
who were very fwift of foot, and ^appeared m an mftant, might be purfued ivith ail 
poffibie fpeed. This, together with a farm near Conllantia, laid out by Van Riebeek, 
was without doubt the firft and inconfiderable commencement of this fettlement. 
This infant eftablilhment was probably not. meant to extend fo far as it has done lmce, 
but was intended only for the cultivation of fiich articles as were neceflary tor fuppiy- 
ing the flopping that arrived there with refrelhments. Rut oil a clofer examination 
of me climate the fertility of the foil, and the weaknefs of the natives, it was refolved 
to extend the’fett foment, and feveral Europeans were perfuaded to emigrate and fottfo 
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here and to cultivate a confiderable trad of land, which was granted to them and 
their heirs for ever. Shortly after this, marriageable girls were fent out from the 
ornhan-houfes, for the purpofe of foil more increafmg the colony ; the inhabitants ot 
which got at firft, on troft, implements that were necefiary for the cultivation of the 
hnd and fpread themfelves out to SteUenbpfch and Drakenftem (where the French 
Proteftant refugees in particular ftrengthened the fett lenient), and afterwards on the 
other fide of the mountains to Roode Zand. The whole of Zwardand was *gnwds 
peopled, though a fandy and more meagre foti. In fine, mt hin thefe laft thir y 
years the colony has increafed to iuch a degree, and with fuch rapidity that not only 
the country from Roode Zand and Hottentot’s Holland Mountains has been occupied 
and inhabited as for as Zwellendam, but alfo as far as Moffelbaay, Houtmquas Lange 
Kloof, Kromme Rivier, and all the way to Camtous Rivier, the Bokke and Rogge- 

velds, Camdebo, and the Snow Mountains. . D . .... 

The colony of the Cape takes in the town with its panlh and church, Paarl with its 
parifh and church, the Tyger Mountains, &c. and extends as far as Monelbanks Rivier 

and Baay-falls* , ~ , * 

The colonv of Stellenbofch was founded by the governor Simon vander Steel, in 

1670, like a'cottage, and provided with a eourt-houfe and churchy at the dutance oi 
eight miles from the Cape. It extends from the Tyger Mountains to Hottentot s 
Holland, and nearly to Baay-falls, and, at the northern end, to Paarl and Mol- 

fel Drakenftein was founded in 1670, with a very Itnall church, and Hands fo clofe to 
Stellenbofch, that it might with great propriety be fubje& to it. And indeed this was 
confidered as a feparate colony, more out of compliment than neceifity. 

The Company paid only four fkellings for a live fheep, and the burghers in the 
town paid one Ikelling (rather more than fix-pence Englifh) for twelve pounds of 

mutton. 1 r ■ 1 a 

A great many officers belonging to the mips lodged in the lame houle witn me. A 

mate paid lefs per diem than a captain, as his pay was lefs, although he was equally 
well lodged, and equally free from reftraint, and had the fame table and attendance ; 
and this regulation appeared to me in many refpe&s as equitable as it was handfome and 
delicate. 

Charcoal is a very dear article at the Cape, and is generally carried thither from 
Europe. For a chaldron of charcoal, which ought to contain thirty-fix fchepels (or 
buffiels), of which, however, only thirty-two are delivered out to the purchafer, 
the blackfmiths pay eighteen rix-dollars, and eight rix-dollars for one hundred weight 
of iron. 

Bulbous plants, in all probability, repofe at times, or they are not feen every year in 
equal quantities. In fome places one lees them in one year in great abundance, and 
another year fcarcely any. 

When a flare plays any knavifh trick, or does mifchief to any of the neighbours, 
the fanner who owns him is generally obliged to make good the damage, and fre¬ 
quently to pay one half of the value of tile Have, though at the lame time the flave like- 
wife may chance to undergo corporal punifbment for it. 

When an inferior fervant of the Company trefpaffes, he ufually undergoes corporal 
pimiihment ; but a burgher is fined. The former contributes to the reformation of 
manners, and the latter to lining the fifcaPs pockets. 

The laws refpe&ing marriage at the Cape differ in many refpecls from thofe that are 
in force at other places; and divorces frequently happen here, attended with lingular 
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circumftances. The wife of one Sardyn, who had been a foldier feventeen years, 
and at this time kept a public-houfe and a dancing-houfe for the reception of the com¬ 
mon people, was proved in court, by the evidence of two witnefles, to have had a 
criminal connexion with a drummer. The profecutor was allowed, it Is true, to part 
with his wife, but then Ihe was exempted from all farther punifhment; while he, on 
the contrary, was flogged and fent to Batavia, without being fuffered to receive the 

leafl: benefit from his property. , t f .. . ., 

A cortBin hatter in the town* who was a bachelor* hau two or lirs ihives with 
child For the child he had by one of them, he, in quality of its father, demanded 
baptifm, and accordingly this was baptized, and confequently free; while the other 

girl’s child remained unbaptized and a Have. 

The winter of this year, in the months of June, July, and Auguft, was very cold, 
with a great deal of rain; and on the 6th of July particularly, both the Devil’s Moun¬ 
tain and Table Mountain were covered with fnow and hail. In feveral places, the 
vines, as well as many vegetables in the kitchen-gardens, had been killed or gieatly 

In°the Company’s garden there was a very beautiful covered walk, formed of 
chefnut-trees, which were now very thick and large. It was this year cut down root 
and branch by order of the governor, for the purpofe of making _ different kinds ot 
furniture of its elegant wood; and in its ftead were planted oaks, which, however, aie 
as little likely to reftore the beauty of the garden, as thofe curious animals are to re¬ 
turn thither, which the highly refpeftable Governor Tulbagh had taken pams to col- 
left together there, from the interior parts of Africa; but which, after his death, were 
turned°out by bis fucceffor to become a prey to ravenous beafts. 

The fruit of a fpecies of mefembryanthemmi was femetimes brought to the town as 
a rarity, and was called Rofa de Jericho. When it is put into water, it gradually 
opens all its feed-veffefc, and exaftly refembles a fun; and when it becomes dry 
again it contrafts itfelf and clofes by degrees. This is no left a neceflary than Angular 
property which points out the admirable inftitution of an all-wife Creatoi ; mat much 
as this plant, which is found in the mod arid plains, keeps its feeds faff locked up 
in time of drought; but when the rainy feafon comes, and the feeds can grow, it 
opens its receptacles, and lets fell the feed, in order that they may be dilperfed abroad. 
The water in which this fruit has lain is fometimes given to women that are near then 

time, and is thought to procure them an eafy delivery. 

Ordinary public-houfes are much more rarely to be met with here than they are in 
Europe, and taverns ffill more fo, as every body has a quantity of wine in his own 
houfe, fuffirient for himfelf and his friends. Some there are however for the lower 
dafs of people, though very different from thofe which abound fo much inour more 
refined quarter of the globe; being defigned not fo much for drinking and tippling of 
which drunkenneis, noife, and riotous diforder are the frequent concomitants, as for 
mere direrfion and recreation. The inferior kinds of public-houfes therefore are at the 
fame time dancing houfes, where every evening muficians are to be found, and the 
etfefts, by paving for their wine only (but at a very dear rate), have an opportunity of 
dancing ' No card-playing is fuffered, and the dancing is over at a certain hour in the 
night when every one goes quietly home, without making a noife or affrighting others, 
which would not be eafily tolerated by the night-watch, nor go unpumlhed by the 

' At my leifure hours I never neglefted to vifit the hills, mountains, and fields, near 
the town. For the purpofe of carrying a book and other things neceflary for putting 
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up my feeds and plants, I ufually took with me a hired Have. This year, through the 
kmd;'"fs of the furgeon, I not a man out of the hofpital to carry my apparatus, viho 
had been brought by a Angular deftiny to this fouthernmoft point of Africa. He was 
born in Germany, and, for the fake of trafficking, had travelled much, and had hve^for 
feme time in Holland, France, and England, where he refuted 
fmall trade in certain drugs, and fome chemical preparations. In the cour e 
bufmefs, having embarked for France, the fhip was driven by a ftorm towardsthecoaR 
of Holland, where it was wrecked, and he loft all his little property. On getting aftiore 
he fold his knee-buckles, and, with the trifling viaticum pnaduced by diem out f or 
Amfterdam, where he met with an old acquaintance, who oftered him his afliftancc , 
and under the pretext of procuring him a lodging, took lnm to a fodnapper s. Here 
his friend called for brandy, vi&uals, and wine, of which they both partook. At length, 
when he and his friend parted, he obferved that the landlord gave the latter two ducats. 
Immediately upon this he himfelf was prevented from going out; he then mimd, . 
coft, that he was kidnapped ; and, being no ftranger to the Dutch ‘^^^hreatened 
the kidnapper to lodge a complaint agamft him, it he did not mftantly let at kb. rty- 
The kidnapper then began to make fome inquiries about his refidence, mms of fop- 
port, &c. and, as he could not pay his reckoning, abfclutely refuted to let him go. 
When muftered on board of fliip, whither he had been carried, without having een 
previoufly taken to the Eaft-India houfe, and received there, he complained to the 
director; but, as the poor fellow could not poffibly pay for what the kidnapper la 
received of the Company to fit him out, he was obliged, nolens nolens, to fail for the 
Cape, where he arrived fick, and was taken to the hofpital. This poor man accompa¬ 
nied me twice in my excurfions; but foon regained his liberty by running away, ant 
getting on board one of the Englifh fhips that lay in the road. 

Pomegranates grew in feveral of the gardens, but were not expofed to rale, nor much 
eaten in the town. But chefnuts (tefcuius pavia) were fold here in plenty, and eaten 
by way of defert, roafted, with a little butter, . 

By the fhips that arrived from Europe, I had not only the pleafure to receive letters 
from my patrons in Amfterdam, intimating their fatisfaCtion at what.I had lent them, 
but alfo received a confiderable fuel in ducats, for the purpofe of paying off part of the 
debt I had contracted during the two laft years, ~ 

There had arrived from England, in order to proceed to Bengal, Lady Ann Momon, 
who had undertaken this long and tedious voyage, not only for the purpofe_ of accom¬ 
panying her hufband, who went out as colonel of the regiment in theEaft Indies; but 
alfo with a view to indulge her paflion for natural hiftory* This learned lady, dunng 
the time fhe ftaid here, made feveral very fine collections, and particularly in the ani¬ 
mal kingdom. And, as l had frequently had the pleafure, together with Mr. Mafon, 
of accompanying her to the adjacent farms, and, at the fame time, of contributing 
greatly to the enlargement of her collections, fhe had the goodnefs, before her depar¬ 
ture, to make me a prefent of a valuable ring, in remembrance of her, and of the friend¬ 
ship with which fhe had honoured me* She was a lady about fixty years of age, who* 
amongft other languages, had alfo fome knowledge of the Latin, and had, at her own 
expence, brought with her a draughtfman, in order to aflift her in collecting and deli¬ 
neating fcarce fpecimens of natural hiftory. 

The government at the Cape had refolved to fend this year a veflel called a Hoeker, 
to Madagafcar, to barter for flaves; and the Governor Baron Van Piettenberg had the 
kindnefs to offer to fend me out as furgeon to the Ibip. But although I had much 
wifhed to vilit fo large and remarkable an ifland, ftill my inclination to fee the northern 
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part of Africa was much more prevalent. I therefore begged to be excufed from mak¬ 
ing this voyage; and recommended a friend and countryman of mine, Mr. Oldenburg, 
who had been pra&ifmg botany for the fpace of two years that he had accompanied me 
in my excurfions, to go as furgeon’s mate. My recommendation was taken; and Mr. 
Oldenburg even made feveral collection of plants; but did not live to return from fo 
unwholefome and fcorching a climate. 

This winter Alderman Berg fliewed me a very curious Fungus (hydnora) which had 
been fent to him, as a great rarity, by a fanner, from the interior part of the country. 
This fungus, which was called JackhaPs Koft (or Jackall’s food) being, on examination, 
found to be, with refpect to the parts of fructification, the moll extraordinary plant of 
any hitherto know'll, confirmed my refolution of vifiting the northern parts of the Cape, 
and excited in me a wifli to examine this fungus, with feveral other plants, in then 
native foil, however arid and barren. 

I fitted myfelf out as in the preceding year, in the month of September, and again 
had Mr. Mafon, the Englifh gardener, for my fellow-traveller, although he was not 
much inclined to make any long excurfion this year. 



Journey to Roggeveld. 

ON the 2Qth of September, 1774, 1 &t out with my fellow-traveller, on my third 
journey to the interior part of Africa. After croifing Zout Rivier and Moffelbank s 
Rivier, we arrived at Wcherflioek, a corn-farm of the Company s, occupied by the 
governor. This year eighty barrels of feed had been fown. ... , ,. 

The flranguary raged amongft the cattle here, and was occafioned by the euphorbia 
xeniftiodes. As a fovereign remedy for this diftemper, the farmers gave the cattle a tea¬ 
cup full of powdered oftrich egg-fhells mixed with vinegar. The refinous clot of Eu¬ 
phorbia, which ftuck ftdt in the urethra, was fometimes extrafted, when it appeared 

quite white, and about half a finger in length. 

On the 30th, we rode paft Engelaar’s farm to Matth. Greef’s, near Moffelbank s 
River In thefe low fandy plains, and in the dwarf-bufhes upon them, there were 
hares in abundance, infomuch that one might fhoot as many as one chofe ; but nobody 
fet any value upon this kind of game, the flefli of which had fo dry a talfe. 

Here I heard much talk of a Hottentot water-melon, which is faid to be a large and 
fucculent root, called Kou by the Hottentots, who grind it down tojneal, and bake it 

b rCtid 

On the*ad of Oaober, we croffed Moffelbank’s River to Jurgen Kutfe’s, and from 
thence proceeded to Abraham Bofman’s, near Paarls-berg. . , . 

Paarl Mountain is neither very high nor of great extent m length ; but it abounds in 
water, fo as amply to fupply the farms that lie on each fide, and a large mill fituated 

at the foot of it. 

The church ftands on die eaft fide of the mountain. 

The farmers here chiefly cultivated vines, the flocks of which are often of fifty 
years’ growth, and produce a delicious and full-bodied wine. Wheat was not much 
cultivated here, and the quantity of culinary vegetables was but fmall, as was alio the 
number of the cattle. ■ ^ pr p 

vol. xvr. ® 


122 


thunberg’s account of the cafe of good hope. 


Here we ftaid a couple of days In order to inveftigate the mountains with due care 
and accuracy* Having arrived at the top from the eaflern fide, we obferved a place 
called the Company’s Cellar (Kelder). This confided of a foniewhat concave and large 
rock,'which had fallen over another rock inclining towards it. Thefe two rocks toge- 
gether formed an arched cellar, as it were, open at both ends, and polfeffmg an agree¬ 
able coolnefs. 

The Paarl Diamonds were two very large, bare, fteep, and almoft conic moun¬ 
tains, the foot of which was fo wide at bottom, that it required an hour to walk 
round it. 

On the 5th, we proceeded to Hannes van Aarde’s, near Paardeberg, which is a 
little higher than Paarl Mountain ; this (lands feparate, and has taken its name from 
the wild Cape horfes (or Zebras), which formerly were to be feen here in great num¬ 
bers, At this time there was only a dozen of thefe beautiful animals, and thefe were 
prote&ed by government, and were far from being fliy. 

On the 7th, we palfed on to Lofper’s eftate y and, 

On the 8th, paffing by Peter Lofper’s and Johannes Walther’s farm, we came to 
Dreyer’s eftate, near Riebeek Caftle, a large mountain, fo named after Van Riebeek, 
the founder and firfl governor of this colony. The mountain was very high, and its 
fides were fteep. 

My fellow-traveller and I, one day, climbed up to the high tops of this mountain, 
whilft our oxen, which we had ordered to be taken off from the waggons, kept graz¬ 
ing at the fide of it. We were obliged to make almoft the whole circle of the moun¬ 
tain before we could get to the peak we wifhed to afcend. When arrived upon this 
fummit, we perceived our waggons Handing at the foot of the mountain ; but faw, at 
the fame time, that we were feparated from them by fuch fteep precipices on this fide, 
that it appeared to us impoflible to reach them, without returning by the fame way that 
we had come, which was nearly three miles about. However, whilft we were fearch- 
ing here after fome curious plants, and laying them up in our books, I Humbled upon 
a very near, but* at the fame time, dangerous way, to get to the other fide of the 
mountain’s perpendicular flanks. This was a chink of a few fathoms’ length, and fo 
narrow, tts to be capable of admitting a middle-fized man only. Through this I ventured 
to crawl on my hands and feet, and was fortunate enough to get fafe over to the other 
fide, from whence it was only the diftance of a mufket-fhot to our waggons. My fel¬ 
low-traveller, together with his dog, flood aftoni/hed at my adventurous exploit, the 
one howling, and the other almoft crying \ and, at the fame time, vexed to think that 
he fhould be obliged to go alone a long way round about, without once daring to take 
the direct path. My courage was rewarded with a fmall plant which I got in the chink, 
and which I afterwards fought in vain in other places. 

On the 11 th, we came to Vliennuys Drift and Farry, after having palled Lombards 
and Ow^rholfen’s eftates, and Honingberg, which is a low mountain, and of a final l 
extent. 

On the 12th, we arrived at Wilhelm Burger’s grazing farm, near Matje’s Drift and 
Rivier, where our waggon and cart were conveyed over by boats, and the oxen fwam 
acrofs. t 

On the 13th, I obferved a rainbow, which was extremely pale, with the dulleft co¬ 
lours imaginable, being formed merely out of a rifing fog. 

On the 14th, we arrived at Hanekamp J s farm, near Piequet-berg, which here ilretch* 
ed north and iouth, but on the eaflern fide, to the northward, had feveral bendings, 
the ridges of which ran fouth-eaft and north-weft. Towards the northern end, the 
\ mountain 
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mountain goes up almoft to the long chain of mountains, from whence a point projects, 
forming a new range of mountains, the ridges of which run on to the fea-lhore. From 
this it ihould feem, as if Picquet Mountain had a different direction from all other moun¬ 
tains ; but it is only on the eaftem fide that fuch a ridge runs, and, at the northern end, 
the mountain is continued farther, and runs a great way out to the fouth-eaft and north- 
weft. This mountain is higher than Riebeek Caftle, and, in the eaft and north, has 
a great many fteep and inacceflible rocks, with flat and level furfaces at top. 

Here grew a ftirub called Zand-olvye ( dodonaa angujlifolia), the wood of which was 
of a hard nature. This was dried, and a decoftion of it was drank in fevers, by way 
of a purgative. 

Tigers infefted the bullies in thefe landy plains j and I faw feveral perfons that had 
been bitten by them, though nobody had been killed. I was allured by many people, 
that a tiger preferred a wild-goat to a fheep. The tiger is fuppofed to be more treach¬ 
erous, and lels magnanimous, than the lion. He feldom fails to mfh upon a man who 
paffes the thicket where he lies concealed; and it is impoflible for him to hear the cry 
of fl fa, fa,” without attacking the perfon that utters the found. I was told of a Have 
in Madagafcar, who having Hepped behind a thicket to eafe nature, was attacked by a 
tiger, and wounded fo feverely, that he fainted away through lofs of blood; but, 
feizing the tiger at the fame time by the throat, quite ftifled him, fo that the tiger was 
found dead, and the Have near him in a fwoon. The Cape tiger Is frnall, and about 
the fize of a dog. 

Elephants were formerly very numerous in thefe parts; but, at prefent, they are 
quite extirpated. The bell method to efcape from thefe large beafts, whofe height 
fometimes reaches to eighteen feet, is either to fly to the water, or to get into feme 
fiffure of a rock. 

Near Picquet Mountain we, for the firft time, difeovered and Ihot a dove (Roode 
Turtelduyv, columba Senegalenjis). This bird is generally found farther up the coun¬ 
try, and is faid not to have been fo high up towards the Cape till within the laft feven 
years. 

The Jiapelia incarnata , a very branchy plant without leaves, was found in the vici¬ 
nity of the mountains, though it was rather fcarce ; the Hottentots ate it, after peel¬ 
ing off the edges and prickles. 

Vogel Valley was a kind of fwamp, which lay at the foot of the mountain oppofite 
Paarl, and was frequented by fea-fowls and fnipes. 

All the roads here were fandy and heavy, like thofe about Saldahna-bay. 

Near Picquet-berg to the northward, Hood Captain Kloofs Mountain, and within 
this, farther to the northward, Drie Fontein’s-berg, and then BabianVberg, or the 
Baboons Mountain, which, with its feveral different heads, ftretched on to the fea- 
flion. 

Travelling farther on we came to Carrelfpeck’s farm, fituated under Picquet Moun¬ 
tain ; from thence to Gert Smidt’s, and afterwards to Dirk Kutfe’s, where Verlooren 
Valley has its origin, and fprings from a mountain belonging to the long chain of moun¬ 
tains ; and, finally, to And. Greef's. 

The eftates in this tra£t are embellilhed with vineyards, corn-fields, and beautiful 
gardens. 

Here I met with a lemon, which contained another within it, furniflied with a red 
rind. Neither of thefe two lemons had any feed, and the rind of the inner lemon was 
laid to have even a four tafte. 
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Here I alfo faw a goofed egg, which contained another egg enclofed within it. The 
external egg had a yolk, but the inner none. 

Qftriches abound in all thefe parts. They frequently do great damage to the farmers, 
by coming in flocks into their fields, and deftroying the ears of wheat, fo that nothing 
but the bare ftraw itfelf is left behind. The body of this bird is not higher than the 
corn, and when it devours the ears, it bends down its long neck, fo that it cannot be 
feen at a diftance; but on the leaft noife it rears up its head and long neck, and can 
thus forefee its danger in time, and make its efcape, before the farmer gets within gun- 
fhot of it. 

When this bird runs it has a proud and haughty look, and feems not to make much 
hafte, although it be in great dillrefs, efpecially if the wand is with it; and when the 
wind blows a little, it flaps its wings, which greatly aflifts it in its flight. It is then im- 
poflible to overtake it with the fwiftell horfe, except when the weather is exceedingly 
warm and at the fame time calm, or when its wings have been fhot off. 

One morning, as I rode pall a place where a hen-ollrich fat on her neft, the bird fprang 
up and purfued me, with a view to prevent my noticing her young ones, or her eggs. 
Every time I turned my horfe towards her, {he retreated ten or twelve paces; but as 
foon as I rode on flie purfued me again. 

The fanners here likewife informed me, that a flone or two is fometimes found in the 
oftrich’s eggs, which is hard, white, rather flat and fmoolh, and about the fize of a 
bean. Thefe ftones are cut and made into buttons, but I never had the good fortune 
to fee any of them. 

Partridges (Tetrao) abound here and in many other parts of the country. They did 
not immediately take wing when we rode full trot after them, but they ran fo fwift 
along the road that we could hardly keep pace with them; at length they took flight 
fide-ways with loud and violent fereams. 

Verlooren Valley is the name given to a rivulet that derives itsfource from the above- 
mentioned range of mountains, and empties itfelf into the fea. Its banks are in many 
places overgrown with reeds and ruffes (carex, arundo), which fometimes fhoot up to 
the height of feveral yards, infomuch that the rivulet, in fuch places, cannot be feen. 
In thefe impenetrable receffes an innumerable multitude of birds have their haunts and 
places of refuge, fuch as different forts of herons (ardca major and carttlea ), ducks 
(anates\ and coots (fulkd)T In foine places it was narrow, and in others broad $ 
but in particular it grew wider and wider the nearer it approached to the fea. In fome 
places there were large holes and deep refervoirs. It runs into the ocean to the north¬ 
ward, and, when it is low, the mouth appears dry, and the current there entirely 
choaked up with the fand, and ftagnating. The nearer it approaches the fea. the deeper it 
grows in the middle, and the freer it is from reeds. It has many windings, and in its 
courfe, runs between two tolerably high mountains. The water is fweet and good ; 
but near the fea, from tile intermixture of the falt-water, and efpecially in the dry fea- 
fon, it grows faltiff. We encamped feveral days along its banks in the open air, till 
we came to its mouth, in a fandy and barren field, where no colonifts dwelt, and where 
there were only a few places for grazing cattle, which were moflly committed to the 
care of the Hottentots. 

At the beginning of Verlooren Valley, oppofxte the end of Picquet Mountain, pro- 
jects a ridge of mountains, which runs all the way down to the ftrand, where Verlooren 
Valley ends, and forms the heights on one fide of this rivulet. 

Irom Picquet-berg foine ridges of mountains alfo project, which terminate on the 
other fide 6t Verlooren Valley. 
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The large and long range of mountains which extends from Cape Falfo, near Hot¬ 
tentot’s Holland, acrofs the whole country, terminates here in fcattered and broken 
hills and eminences, fo that it was not neceffary to crofs the above-mentioned range at 
the northern end, as at Roode Zand and Pickeniei’s Kloofs, 

Near a farm where Hottentots only tended the cattle, we experienced the inconveni- 
ency of being infefted with vermin. We encamped, it is true, at a confiderable dif- 
tance from their habitations ; but before our arrival, they had fpread their ikin-coverings, 
which fwarnied with vermin, upon the adjacent fields, and our pillows, on which we 
ufed to lit in the fhade of our waggons, were prefently filled with them, fo that after 
feveral days painful labour we could hardly get rid of our hungry and troublefome guelts* 

Serpents abounded greatly in thefe fandy and bulky plains. Not a day paffed that 
we did not catch feveral, and put them into the brandy*kegs. Whilft we were fitting 
on the ground to eat our* homely meals, they ran acrofs my legs and thighs as well as 
thofe of my fellow-travellers, without once biting any of us. A ferpeixt once twilled 
round my left leg, and without biting me fullered itfelf to be gently fhaken off. 
Another came creeping out from under my body, v hilff I lay on the ground, and 
afterwards crawled, as cold as ice, over the bare leg of one of the comqany that fat 
near me, without doing the leafl hurt to any one of us. From this it may plainly be 
inferred, that lerpents do not attempt to bite, unlefs in felf defence, when trampled 
upon, or dtherwife hurt. Many times did lerpents run acrofs the road, and not unfre- 
quently between the horfes’ feet, without doing the horfes any injury. 

The fand-moles, of which here were vaft numbers, had made fo many holes in the 
ground that it was with great difficulty and danger the traveller could get on, as his 
iiorfe fometimes fell deep into them, and very frequently Humbled. 

From Verlooven Valley we travelled on to Lange Valley, which is a river fimilar to 
the former, but much lefs ; and from hence we had a very Jong and dry Carrow-field 
to traverlc before we got near the mountains again, and to a place called the Gentlemen’s 
Hotel (Heeren Logement). 

The heights were very fandy, the country dry, and the grazing farms fcarce, at 
which the fanners themfelves likewife did not live, but only kept fome hired Hottentots 
to tend their cattle, which is here the only thing attended to ; as the drought and the bar- 
rennefs of the foil prevent them from growing corn, or planting orchards. 

On the 25th, before we reached the Gentlemen's Hotel,^we paffed feveral fmall vales 
in our way of a very trifling depth, which, from the heat of the weather, were already 
quite dried up. Thefe had a ftrangeand fingular appearance, as the clay which during 
the rainy feafon had been diffolved and agitated in water, was now depofited in various 
ftrata, or laminae of different degrees of thicknefs, which had fplit in confequence of 
the heat, and were feen very diltinflly. The lowermoft layer was the coarfeft, and 
contained a great quantity of extraneous particles, which, in confequence of their weight, 
had fettled there firfh The uppermoft layer was both purer and finer, and fo dry as 
to flick to the lips and tongue like a new tobacco-pipe. This, as well as other African 
minerals, I colfe&ed, and have preferred them to the royal academy at Upfal for their 
cohesion of minerals. 

In my way to the Gentlemen’s Hotel, 1 foundafcarce and long-fought-for plant, viz. 
the Codon Royeni, but did not fee more than one fhrub of it, which however I think I 
never fhall forget. It was one of the hottert days in fummer, and the heat was fo 
intolerable, that we were afraid that our hearts would grow faint and drop down quite 
exhaufled. By this infefferable and tormenting heat our bodies were fwelled up, as 
it were, and the pores opetfed in the higheft degree. The bulhes we met with, were 
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covered all over with white, brittle, and tranfparent prickles, which, when my fellow- 
traveller and I fuddenly fell upon them, and ftrove which fliould pluck the moil 
flowers with our naked hands, fcratched them in fucha terrible manner, that for feveral 
days we experienced great pain and inconvenience. 

At length we arrived quite exha lifted to the Gentlemen’s Hotel, which was a vale 
between the mountains, with a pretty high hill- Up this hill we had to drive before 
we could get into another tradfc of country, which however was not very fertile. 

This place, which is pleafant, being ornamented with a finall wood and a rivulet of 
frefh-water, is called the Gentlemen’s Hotel, becaufe on one fide of the mountain 
there is a large cavern to the weftward, like a hall, formed by two rocks, which were 
hollowed out by the hand of time- I climbed up to it, and found the names of 
feveral travellers written on the fides- Near this was another hollow vault, but fome- 
what lefs- 

In the former of thefe caves there was a final 1 fifth re, in which a tree, probably the 
Sideroxylon, had taken root, and ftood in a very flourilhing condition, being above 
eight feet in height; although it had no more water for its nourifhment and fupport 
than the trifling quantity that was retained by the fifth re in the rainy feafon. 

Upon the whole, the mountains thereabouts were dry, barren, and of a brittle 
texture, appearing as if they had been burned, and containing a great number of large, 
bare, and loofe ftones- 

Whilft we refreflied ourfelves here and our wearied cattle, a farmer arrived on 
horfeback from Olyfant’s Rivier, who informed us that a lion inhabited the fpot by 
which we were to pafs, and that it had lately been feen upon the road, and had pur- 
fued a Hottentot there. 

However, as we had no other way than this dangerous one to choofe, we fet out on the 
following day, viz- the 26th, and, the better to be on our guard, we rode the whole 
day with our guns, laid acrufs our arms, cocked and loaded with ball; and late in the 
evening, when it was quite dark, arrived at Peter van Seele’s, near OlyfanPs Rivier, 
where we ft aid a few days, as the fituation was comfortable and the people obliging and 
hofpitable- 

The road was almoft every*where fandy, and the heights we rode over prefented 
nothing but bare rocks, with a red fand-ftone, interfperfed with pebbles, that appeared 
to have been enclofed in theTand-ftone before it had hardened into a rock, in like manner 
as their furface feemed to have been poliftied, before their enclofure, to the degree of 
fmoothnefs they now, exhibited, by the violent motion of the waves. 

Here uere feveral mountains flat at top, like the Table Mountain, which terminated 
behind Glyfant’s Rivier, before they reached the fea-ftiore, between which and the 
mountains it is faid to be a day’s journey over a broad and level plain. 

The Bokke-veld Mountains alfo ended near the fea-ftiore, on the other fide of Oly font's 
Rivier; they are of a confiderable height, and do not go off with a gradual Hope. 

Kamerup was the name given here to the Hottentot’s water-melon, a large fuccu- 
lent root, 

Karup again fignified the root of a fpecies of Lobelia, which was eaten by the Hot¬ 
tentots, 

Moor-wortel is an umbelliferous plant, from the root of which and honey the Hot¬ 
tentots make, by fermentation, an intoxicating liquor. 

A wild goofe (anas Mgyptiaca) took up its refidence in great Olyfant’s Rivier imme¬ 
diately below the farm, and did great damage to the former’s wheat-fields. It had been 
fired on before, and wounded with final] foot, but efcaped alive. This made it fo 
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fliy and cautious, that on the ilighteft view of the people of the houfe it would fly to 
the other fide of the river, lb that nobody could come within gunihot of it. I being a 
ftranger, it feemed to be lefs fearful of me, a circumftance which, one day, as it came 
on the fide of the river next the houfe, gave me an opportunity of fhooting it, to the 
great fatisfafiion of my holt. 

As we now had to travel through a dry and barren defart, we took care to lay in 
proper provifion here for the journey, viz. bifcuits, bread, butter, and frefli meat, 
with which our worthy hoftefs very obligingly furniflied us. We fent all our baggage 
over Olyfant’s Rivier, which was pretty broad, in a fmall boat,* and afterwards made 
the oxen fwirn acrofs with the waggons. The river was deep in feveral places, and a 
beautiful wood, confifting of trees of various kinds, efpecially the mimofa ?iilotica, 
adorned its banks. 

After this, on the 30th, we rode down by the foot of the mountains, the firft and 
Iargeft projecting point of which was called Windhoek, and the other Malkamma. 
We arrived at a grazing farm, which belonged to one Ras, and was called Trutru. 
Here, on fome of the leffer hills, I found the Hottentots water-melon, which I had 
been long in fearch of, and defirous of knowing. The root was alinofl: as round as a 
ball, above fix inches in diameter, of a yellowilh colour, and about as hard as an 
ordinary turnip. The tafte of it was agreeable and refrefhing. It is much eaten by 
the Hottentots. Its bloflbm was not quite full blowft ; but it feemed to me to belong 
to the order of the contort<2, and I thought it might be referred more efpecially to the 
ceropegia , or the periploca genus. 

The field was always dry j in the clefts indeed, and fometimes at the foot of the 
mountains, there was water; but the land was fo poor, that no farms could be laid 
out there. 

We law' the Bokke-yeld Mountains lying before us, which extended far towards 
the fea-fide, and that with feveral projecting points, juft like fo many ranges of 
mountains. 

On the 31ft, we proceeded through the defart ; in which the farther we advanced, 
the drier it grew. Our journey through the defart lafted three days at leafl:: and in 
the whole of this trail we found only three places which at this time afforded a little 
falt-water. But thefe were the more difficult to find, as they did not lie near the road, 
but at a great diltance from it. A Rranger eafily pafl’es by them, and thus endangers 
his own life and that of his cattle. Very happily for us, we fell in with a farmer from 
the Cape that was travelling the fame road; but with our weak cattle we could not 
keep pace with him. We therefore requefted, that he would fet up a flick with a 
linen rag on it at the places where we ought to bait, and in the neighbourhood of 
which we might look for lb extraordinary a phenomenon as falt-water is in thefe thirfty 
plains. The firft night we luckily hit upon the watering-place called Single Dorn- 
boom’s Rivier, but not the fecond, fo that our cattle were nearly exhaufted by heat 
and thirft, before we reached, which we did not do till the third evening, the Bokke- 
land Mountains, where we baited all night near a fmall rivulet of ffelh-water, called 
Dorn River, after having paffed a place called (Leeuwedans, or Leeuwejagt) 
Lion’s Dance. 

In the winter, when it is fet in for rain, the farmers remove for fome time with 
their cattle to this part, which is at this time the molt proper for breeding of Iheep, 
but not always for other cattle. And indeed the llieep in thefe barren fields grow 
fometimes fo fat, that their flefli cannot tie eaten. The ieaneft are therefore always 
felecfcd for (laughter. When a butcher has purchafed a flock of llieep, and driven 
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them one hundred and thirty or one hundred and fifty miles to the Cape, they are 

generally reckoned fat enough to be killed. , 

All the mountains here ftretched north-north-eaft towards the fea, and lotith-ioutn- 
weft into the country, where they grew very fiat; towards the fummits they were quite 

level, as if their heads had been lopped off. _ 

To the left, a ridge of mountains was feen to commence, which ran along the iea- 

fliore, and was not very high. „ 

In this Carrow-land grew the moft Angular Mefembryanthemums, and thole in the 
greateft quantity; on the other hand, but very few Craffulas, Euphorbias, and 

On the ad of November, we rode up the Bokke-Iand Mountains with two pair of 
oxen, with which the farmer, who had paffed us, kindly aflifted us, ours being quite 
fatigued and difabled, and the mountains fo fteep that feveral Hottentots were obliged 
to hold the waggons fall with cords, to prevent them overfettmg. This mountain was 
not only very fteep, but likewife very hilly, and abounded with flate; above there was 
a fteep ridge, and the Tides of the crown itfelf were almoft perpendicular. At the top 
of all the mountain was level, the air colder, and the plain abounded in grafs. 
Bokke-veld lies between the thirtieth and thirty-firft degree fouth of the equator. 

In afcending this mountain* we difcovered a fpecies of Aloe {aloe dicbotoma)^ the 
Item of which, when of a proper fhicknefs, is hollowed out, and ufed by the Hottentots 
as a quiver for their arrows. 

Weary, but not a little pleafed, we afterwards arrived at Clas Loiper s farm, whither 
we intended indeed to have gone the preceding year, but were prevented by an accident. 
In this honeft farmer, during the few days ftay we made with him, we found as 
generous a holt as we had before found in him a faithful guide and kind afliftant. 
He was the richeft grazier in the whole country; and was at this time in pofl'eilion of 
at leaft twelve rhoufand fheep, and above fix hundred full-grown homed cattle, befides 


about two hundred calves. ' . . 

We now left a trait of land to the left, nearer to the fea, which is occupied and 
inhabited by two rich and powerful nations, the Little and Great Namaquas. 1 hefe 
are occupied in grazing; and their cattle appeared to me to be of quite a different 
kind from thofe of the Caffres and colonifts, being for the moft part long-legged, 
large, and without a bunch on the back. 

Bokke-land or Goat-land, which we had now reached, is nothing elfe than a tolerably 
high mountain, which is level at the top, and towards the edges of its Summit forms 
a variety of projecting angles, pointing to the lea-fide. It confifls of different ftrata; 
the uppermoft of which is fand-ftone, in many places interlarded with polifhed round 
pebbles. The fand-ftone is for the moft part laminate like flate, and moulders away 
into pieces by rain. 

This country being all over exceedingly barren, and confequently not much fre¬ 
quented by the colonifts, there were feveral fmall fodeties of Hottentots, fcattered up 
and down in it, who were in poffeflion of fome very inconfiderable herds of cattle; 
and a great many of them were employed as fervants by the few farmers that lived 
here, who repaid their fervices with cattle and other trifling gratuities. 

With thefe as well as other Hottentots who live farther up the country, near Rog- 
geveld, and who were once more numerous and rich than they are at prefent, the 
Dutch Company formerly carried on a bartering trade; but, on account of the in- 
juftice and violence which the factors that were fent to them were guilty of, and which 
the governors frequently connived at, not deeming it their duty to contend for the 
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rights of nature and humanity, when neither the Company’s nor their own private 
intereft was concerned, it has now almoft entirely ceafed. When a corporal was fent 
out by the governor, with a few men to barter with the Hottentots for their oxen, 
againft arrack, glafs beads, iron, and tobacco, he not only got their oxen for daughter, 
but their calves, cows, and fheep. And this exchange was not always with the Hot¬ 
tentots* good will and confent, but by compulfiun, and frequently by force. Befides 
this, they were bafe enough to dilute the arrack with water, and thus to adulterate it. 
This mode of bartering occafioned by degrees fuch a diiguft, that fome of the Hot¬ 
tentots neglected to augment their Hock, and others entirely left the places of their 
refidence, and ran away; after which they fometimes Hole cattle from the farmers, 
who by degrees feized upon their land. Not long ago. Corporal Feldman procured 
by barter five hundred oxen, with the greateft part of which he enriched himfelf, re¬ 
turning only fifty into the Company’s flaughter-houfe. This bartering traffic, which 
was not very advantageous to the Company, but unjuft and cruel towards the Hot¬ 
tentots, has now quite ceafed as well in this north-weftern, as in the fouth-eaftern part 
of Africa, efpecially fince the land is well peopled, and the farmers, who abound in 
cattle, are now capable of delivering as many foever as may be wanted. Should fuch 
traffic ever take place again, it ought to be with the Caffres and Namaquas, who are 
poflefied of a great quantity of cattle, and whofe lands have not hitherto fuffered in 
the lead by the encroachments from the colonifts. 

From Bokke-Iand we faw the Roggeveld Mountains to the eaftward, and, nearer 
hand, the Hanturas Mountains to the northward, and ftill farther to the northward, a 
range of mountains, behind which lay, according to report, an immenfe long plain 
without mountains, but furnifhed with feveral falt-pans, and inhabited by Bofliiefman 
Hottentots. All the above-mentioned mountains lay high, and at the top as it were of 
the Bokfce-land Mountains. 

The Bofhiefman Hottentots inhabit the mod indifferent, poor, bare, and cold part 
of this fourhernmoft point of Africa, towards the north and eaft from Namaquas-Iand, 
acrofs Roggeveld, and as far as the Snow Mountains. And indeed this nation is the 
pooreft and mo ft deftitute of all. They have feldom or ever any cattle, and frequently 
no fixed abode, but wander about the country, and fupport themfelves by plunder and 
- theft. They often live without either clothes or huts; and I was informed by fome 
farmers worthy of credit, that thefe people fometimes creep down at night into caverns 
and holes in the earth, many together till the cave is full, when the uppermolt covers 
himfelf with the fkin of a Daffi (cavia capenfis), to keep out the cold and bad weather. 
They are of a yellowifh brown colour, and fomething lefs than the Hottentots, with 
very frnall and delicate limbs. The belly, which projects extremely, conftitutes alinoft 
the whole of the man. 

Thefe Bofhiefnien had, for the fpace of feveral years 5 moleftea^ the colon! its here, 
as likewife in Roggeveld and near the Snow Mountains, ftolen their cattle, murdered 
many of the colonifts themfelves, and fet fire to their farms. At different times parties 
had been lent out to difperfe them, and laft year in particular, three large parties had 
been fent into three different quarters. 

A party, confifting of a hundred men, of which thirty-two were Chriftians, and 
the reft Hottentots in their fervice, had been fent out againft fome Namaquas Bofhief- 
men, and now met us on their return. In this expedition they had killed about a 
hundred, and made prifoners of twenty, chiefly frnall children, fome of whom they 
at this prefent juncture had with them. It was faid, that in a fimilar expedition in 
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1765, one hundred and eighty-fix had been killed. None of the Chriftians that were 
on this expedition were either killed or wounded. 

The Hottentots are confidered as allies, and not fuffered to be made Haves of j 
but fuch Hottentots as are taken prifoners in war, efpeeially if young, are for fome 
time the property of the captor, and obliged to ferve without wages, but are not to be 
difpofed of to others. If any of the colonifts take an Hottentot orphan to bring up, 
it mull ferve him, it is true, without wages, till it is twenty-five years old; but, on 
arriving at that age, it is at liberty to go where it pleafes, or to continue in fervice at 
a ftated falary. 

Although this Bokke-land, which alfo has the name of the Lower Bokkeveld, lies 
very high, yet it is faid that fnow very feldoni falls here. 

For the protection of the property of the colonifts againft the ravages of the Hotten¬ 
tots, the Company had, to the eaftward, eltablifhed feveral polls one after another 5 
but to the weftward, on the other fide of the mountain, not one was eftablifhed, al¬ 
though it is there that fuch pofts are moll neceffary and important. The farmers 
towards this coall mult therefore themfelves be armed in order to defend themfelves 
againft thefe plundering Bofhiefmen ; and on this occafion the more wealthy farmers 
generally fupply the other with powder, ball, and men. One of the farmers is com¬ 
monly chofen for their leader, who is then exempted from all other borough fervice. 
When a large party is fent out, the government fupplies them, on the Company’s ac¬ 
count, with brandy, hand-cuffs, powder and fhot. 

The Bofhiefmen exercife their violence and depredations not only on the Chriftian 
colonifts, but have, previous to this, by their thefts, ruined the major part of the 
Hottentot natives, many of whom have fince gone into the fervice of the colonifts. 

When any ftrangers arrive at a farm, the Hottentots belonging to it always give 
each of them a name fuited to his appearance, profeflion, or other external cir- 
cumftances; this happened in feveral different places to me and my companions. 

When we were encamped in the open air, which was frequently the cafe, and had 
forgot to procure fire by means of our guns, the Hottentots made ufe of another me¬ 
thod, which was no lefs curious than infallible. They took two pieces of hard wood, 
one of which was cylindrical, and the other flat, with a hole in it; the flat piece was 
laid down on the ground, and the foot placed on one end of it to keep it fall; after 
which fome dry grafs was laid round the hole, and the cylindrical flick being put into 
the hole, it was twirled round between the hands with fuch velocity, that the friftion 
arifing from it fet the grafs on fire. 

When we ftewed our meat in the open field, the Hottentots would fometimes come, 
after it was taken out of the pot, and firft befinear themfelves all over with the greafe, 
and afterwards rub the foot of the pot all over their bodies. 

The Bofhiefmen fometimes make ufe of javelins, but the fhafts are fhorter and 
thicker than thofe of the Caffres’ Affagays; which they ufe not only to throw, but 
likewife, and indeed chiefly, for the purpofe of killing the cattle they have ftolen $ 
but their principal arms, which they ufe in way and for their own defence in general, 
are bows and poifoned arrows, and thefe they are taught to handle with great dexterity. 
The arrow is armed with a thin triangular piece of iron, fattened with a firing to a 
bone of a finger’s length, to the end of which again is fattened a reed. This iron as 
well as the bone is afterwards rubbed with poifon extracted from ferpents. The Bofhief¬ 
men are the molt expert markfmen of all the Hottentots, and are faid to be able to flioot 
their arrows to the diftance of two hundred and eighty paces. They alfo know how to 
ntoid the arrows of others with the greateft nimblenefs and dexterity, juft as baboons 
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do when ftones are thrown at them; and if they could but fee the mufquet-balls of the 
Europeans, they would think themfelves able to efcape them likewife. To running the 
Bofliiefmen Hottentots are fo inured, as not to be excelled in it by any others; but 
can almoft hold out longer than a horfe. On the level plains they are eafily overtaken 
by a man on horfeback; but very feldom if the road be ftony, and never in moun¬ 
tainous places. 

They can endure hunger a longer time; but when they have a plentiful fupply, will 
eat fo immoderately as to diltend their bellies to an amazing fize. When oppreffed by 
hunger, they tie a belt round their bodies, which they gradually draw tighter, till the 
navel is brought clofe to the back-bone. 

When a Bolhiefman has caught a ferpent, and killed it, he does not, according to 
report, cut off its head, but bites it off, and then cutting out the veficle containing 
the poifon, dries it in the fun till it becomes vifcid and tough, and then mixes it with 
the juice of a poifonous tree (frequently the cejirum venenatum ), which makes the 
poifon adhere the fafter to the arrow. 

The Hottentots and Bolhiefmen are faid to fortify themfelves againft poifoned darts 
and the bite of venomous animals, by fuffering themfelves to be gradually bitten by 
ferpents, fcorpions, and other venomous creatures, till they become accuftomed to it; 
but thefe trials fometimes colt them their lives. The urine of an Hottentot thus pre¬ 
pared is efteemed an excellent antidote or counter poifon, and is therefore drunk by 
fuch as have been bitten by ferpents. 

When it thunders, the Bofliiefmen are very angry and curfe bitterly, thinking that 
the florin is occafioned by fome evil being. 

Poifonous bulbous plants (Giftbolles, Amaryllis dijlkba ), grow in feveral places com¬ 
mon, with their beautiful duffers of flowers. The root, which is poifonous, is almoft 
as big as one’s fill. The Hottentots ufe it chiefly for poifoning the arrows with which 
they fhoot the fmaller kind of game, fuch as Spring-bucks (copra pygargUs) and the 
like. Thofe bulbs that grow in the lhade are thought to poflefs a ftronger poifon than 
thofe whicli are expofed to the fun. 

On the following days we rode along Bokke-Iand to Hantum. The country in¬ 
clined gently and gradually towards it. The Hantum country began with fcattered 
ridges of mountains ; farther up the country flood a high mountain, which was more 
particularly called Hantum Mountain, and had a cut, or open cleft, through which 
we rode. The mountain was fmooth and level at the top, and in height appeared 
equal to Rogge-veld. 

After we had got to the end of Bokke-land, thq country grew, the farther we tra¬ 
velled, a drier Carrow, with confiderable rivers, wtich had {till brackilh water in them, 
but in fumnier are quite dried up. 

In Hantum we palled Van Rhen’s grazing farm, near Riet-fontein, and afterwards 
rode by Hendrik Lau’s grazing farm, to Abraham van Wyk’s farm. 1 his Van V yk 
was a lufty, fat man; as foon as the dogs, by their barking, announced the arrival of 
ftrangers, he ftood at the door to bid us welcome. My fellow-traveller and I were not 
a little furprifed, in a country fo extremely barren, and through which we had tra¬ 
velled feveral days without feeing a fmgle living creature, now to find fo lufty and cor¬ 
pulent a man, and one that did fo much credit to his keeper. 

In this traft we found the fungus we had fo long fought and wifhed to fee (hydnora 
Africans)) which without doubt is one of the molt extraordinary plants that have been 
difeovered of late years. It always grows under the branches of the fhrub euphorbia 
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tirucalli , and upon its roots. The lower part of it, which is the fruit, is eaten by the 
Hottentots, Viverrae, foxes and other animals. 

On the 13th we proceeded to Chriftian Bock’s; and. 

On the 14th, to Rhonnofter Rivier, where we were obliged to unyoke our cattle and 
ftay all night; although a lion had two days before killed a zebra near this foot, which 
it had not yet had time to devour. 

The lions have their haunts in every part of thefe mountains; and are, on account 
of the farmers’ herds of cattle, as difagreeable neighbours as the Bolhiefmen. And 
indeed there were feveral people here who had been in danger from thefe dreadful 
beafts of prey. Amongfl: others was mentioned a farmer of the name of Korf, who 
lived not far off. 

A lion had ftationed itfelf amongft the rulhes of a rivulet that ran near the farm, fo as 
to deter the fervants from going to fetch water, or tend the cattle. The farmer himfelf 
therefore, accompanied by a few terrified Hottentots, refolved to attack it, and endea¬ 
vour to drive it away. But as it lay concealed in the thick rulhes, he could not fee 
to take aim, but was obliged to fire feveral foot at random into the rulhes. The lion, 
enraged at this, rufoed out upon the farmer, who, having fired his piece, was now quite 
defencelefs, and at the fame time deferted by his fugitive Hottentots. As foon as the 
lion had laid hold of him, he plucked up courage, and thruft one of his hands down 
the lion’s throat, which faved him from being torn to pieces, till at length he fainted 
away irom lofs of blood. After this the lion left him, and retreated into the rulhes 
again for a few days. "When the farmer at lalt recovered, he found that he was not 
only terribly wounded in his fides by the lion’s talons, but one of his hands was fo 
much torn and lacerated by the animal’s teeth, that there were no hopes of its being 
healed. On entering the houfe and being a little revived, he took an axe in his hand, 
laid the wounded hand on a block, put the axe on it, and ordered one of his fervants to 
ftrike the axe with a club. Having thus cut off his own hand, he dreffed it with cow- 
dung, and tied a bladder over it, and at length healed the wounds with the ufual falve, 
made of a decoftion of odoriferous herbs, lard, and a little wax. 

I heard another anecdote of an old farmer, who, together with his fon, had gone out 
in order to drive away a lion from his farm. The lion had fuddenly leaped upon the 
old man’s back, and in that fituation, before it had had time to kill him, was foot dead 
by the fon. 

Another inftance was related to me of the widow of one Wagenaar, near the Snow 
Mountains, who had gone out to fcare a lion away from her cattle; when the beaft 
feizing on her, firlt ate off one of hp arms, and at length, when foe fainted, devoured 
her head. After this it had likewil# devoured a Hottentot maid-fervant, who had ran 
to her miftrefs’s afliftance. The children who had feen this Blocking fight through the 
crevices of the door, dug themfelves out through the earth under the- back wall of the 
houfe, and from thence ran away to the neareft farm. 

From this dangerous place we went to Daunis, where the fettlement had been 
deftroyed by the Bolhiefmen by fire, and the owner with his people forced to run 
away. 

The country here was level, with feveral mountains running north-eaft and fouth- 
weft. Directly before us lay the Rogge-veld mountains. 

Moorwotel (an umbelliferous plants was alfo fpoken of here as a root, from which, 
with water and honey, the Hottentots prepare an intoxicating liquor. This root is faid 
to be taken up principally in the months of November and December. 
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On the 15th we rode along Drooge Rivier, where we were informed by two farmers 
who overtook us, that a lion had followed our track the day before, but, on feeing fome 
iheep, had turned about in purfuit of them. 

On the 16th we travelled along the foot of the Rogge-veld mountains, and then, 
through a valley formed by them, called Port, and at lalt went up the mountain to 
Wilhelm Stenkamp’s farm. 

Here the country was called the Lowermoft Rogge-veld, not becaufe it lies lower than 
the other Rogge-velds (Rye-fields), but becaufe it lies far theft from the Cape. Thefe 
as well as the others have been fo named from a kind of rye which grows wild here in 
abundance near the bulhes. 

The winter is very cold, with froft and fnow, for which reafon no cattle can be kept 
here, inftead of which they are driven down to Carrow. The fettlers in the lowermoft 
Roggeveld, who are in pofi’effion of good houfes, fometimes pafs the winter there; but 
thole who live in the middle Rogge-veld always remove from thence. 

The whole country is deftitute of wood, and has only a few fmall fhrubs and bulhes 
of the Mefembryanthemum, Pteronia, Stoebe kinds, and a few others, fuch as Othon- 
nas, &c. The country produces good fodder for Iheep and horfes only, of which there 
are great numbers, but very little homed-cattle, on moll of the farms. 

The uppermoft ftratum of this mountain is fand-ftone, which is hard, and breaks in 
large pieces, and very fit for building of houfes. The middle ftratum is date, which 
may be difcemed in the clefts, and this bed is wider than the former. The lowermoft 
ftratum is red fand and clay, interfperfed with round ftones of different fizes. 

Rogge-veld is a mountain which has been inhabited by the colonifts for thefe thirty 
years paft. It confifts of eminences and valleys, and has no ridges of any remarkable 
height, fo that it cannot be called level, but hilly. 

The farms are not fituated far up the country, but near the edges of the fummit of 
the mountain and all along it, fo that the part inhabited is yet very fmall. 

The foil in the lowermoft Rogge-veld is a dark brown mould, intermixed with a 
fmall quantity of loofe and brittle clay. It does not rain either at Rogge-veld or at 
Camdebo in winter, but only in fpring and fummer; and the rain is then always accom¬ 
panied with thunder-ftorms. 

On the 18th we proceeded to Jacob Laue’s; and. 

On the 20th, to Adrian Laue’s farm. From the edge of the fummit of the moun- 
taii here we faw the Carrow lying underneath us, as alto Windhoek, Mafkamma, the 
Table Mountains near Olyfant’s Rivier, the cold Bokkevelds, and Roode Zands Win¬ 
ter hoek, all in a row. 

The Roode Zand and Bokkeveld Mountains were lower than Roggeveld. Carrow 
lay between thefe, higher than that Carrow-field which we had pafled through between 
Olyfant’s Rivier and Bokke-land, and almoft as high as Malkamma and the Bokke- 
iand mountains. 

On the 21ft we came to Gert van Wyk’s. 

The above-mentioned farms were always fituated in valleys between the heights. 

Although the fummer drew near, it was very cold, and froze at nights. r l he after¬ 
noon’s breeze alfo was always cold. 

On the 23d we arrived at Thomas Nel’s farm 5 and afterwards to Adrian van Wyk’s, 
near the edge of the top of the mountain, where a tremenduoufly deep valley extends 
down to Carrow ; from hence a road leads to Carrow and Moftert’s Hoek. 

Here I faw a Hottentot female fervant that was bom with the left arm imperfeft, and 
ending near the elbow. The mother was for murdering this child at the birth, accord- 
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to the cuftom of the Hottentots (it being a cripple), but was prevented by a humane 
colonift. 

I was furprifed to find that the Hottentots, who were in the fervice of the fanners, 
and were moftly naked, could endure the cold here fo well. They had no other cover¬ 
ing than a flieep-lkin about their backs; the woolly fide being worn next to the Ikin in 
the winter, and the finooth fide in the fuinmer. It was but feldom that they had Ihoes 
to their feet. It fometimes happens, however, that they are frozen to death. 

It is a cuftom with the Hottentots in thefe parts, to bury their dead in die clefts of 
the mountains; and fuch as fell into a fwoon, had the hard fate to be buried imme¬ 
diately. Wild cucumbers is the name given to the Coloqumtida (cucumis colocynthis ). 
They were faid to be eaten by the Hottentots, and even by the colonifts, after being 
pickled with vinegar, although they tafte very bitter. The fheep feed eagerly oil them. 
The Jiapelia articulata repens, a thick plant without leaves, is eaten by the Hottentots, 
as alfo by the colonifts, after being pickled in the fame manner as cucumbers. 

Karre-hout (rhus) is a kind of wood which the Hottentots in this part of the country 
ufed for making bows. 

The road all over Roggeveld was rough, and full of round and fliarp loofe ftones. 

The Spring-bok comes hither fometimes from the interior parts, and goes as far as 
the Bokkevelds, or fomewhat farther. At the expiration of a certain number of years 
they emigrate in the fame manner as the Lemmings in Swedilh Lapland, arriving in 
troops of millions, and going in a long field one after the other, eating away all the 
herbage wherever they pafs, and fuffering nothing to obftruct them on their march. 
If any of them bring forth on the road, they leave their young, behind. If any of the 
farmers fire amongft them, they continue their route neverthelefs without interruption, 
and are not even intimidated by lions and other beafts of prey, who follow the herd, 
and make great havock. amongft them. After they have palled through any farmer’s 
grounds, hardly any thing is left for his cattle to eat, nor any water 'to drink. The 
corn-fields muft be watched night and day, otherwife they would entirely deftroy the 
corn, and the farmers would be reduced to want. 

On the 24th, we came to a fpring in the open field, where we encamped all night; 
and, 

On the 25th, we crofted the mountain to Paul Kerfte’s, near Kreutsfontein. In the 
afternoon, when we were ready to fet out from hence, and our horfes were faddled, 
my horfe had the misfortune to be bitten in the breaft by a ferpent, as they were water¬ 
ing him at the brook juft below the farm. In confequence of this his whole foot grew 
ftiff and fwelled as I rode on, and the fwelling increafed to fuch a degree, that, before 
I had got a ftone’s-throw from the farm, he could proceed no farther, and I was obliged 
to leave him on the fpot. A fmall ferpent, not quite fix inches long, which was laid 
to be very venomous, and was found here in abundance, was fuppofed to be the per¬ 
petrator of this mifchief. 

Here began the middle Roggeveld, which was only divided from the former by- 
means of a few mountainous ridges. 

On the 26th, we arrived at Cornelius Kutfe’s, 

His fon had a fhort time before been bitten in the hand by a venomous ferpent. His 
hand had been fcarified immediately, and a cupping-glafs applied, in order to extract 
the poifon from it. After this it was fteeped in a Solution of vitriol, which was faid 
to have been rendered quite black by it. An onion was next applied, and afterwards 
turtle-blood. This latter, when laid on the wound in a dry ftate, was faid tp diifolve 
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and turn to a fluid blood, that exhibited figns of effervefcence , as thepoifonof ferpents 
has a Wronger attraction for turtle-blood than for human blood, fo as to attract the 
poii'on to itlelf. 

Every farmer travelling from Roggeveld to the Cape through Moftert's Hoek, pays 
annually a certain fum towards repairing the roads. The farmers who live far up the 
country, have generally the misfortune to be poorer, and to be fubjeCt to greater ex¬ 
pence than others. 

We fell in here with another party, that had been in purfuit of the Bofhiefinen quite 
up into Roggeveld, This party confifted of about ninety odd perfons, of whom forty- 
feven were Chriftians, They had killed and taken prifoners nearly two hundred and 
thirty Bofhiefinen, One of the colonifts had been ftiot in the knee with an arrow, 
which had coft him his life. The third detachment, which had been lent to the Snow 
Mountains, had killed four hundred Bofhiefmen ; of this party feven had been wounded 
by arrows, but none died. 

It fometimes happens, that the Bofhiefmen take away at once the farmer’s whole 
herd whilft grazing, and frequently even kill the herdfmen. They afterwards drive 
their booty higher up into the country, night and day, as faft as they can, till they ar¬ 
rive at a place where they think themfelves perfectly fecure. What they cannot take 
with them they kill with their javelins; and, in their flight, place fpies on the heights 
of the mountains, to look out carefully, and fee whether they are purfucd by the co¬ 
lonifts, Thefe fpies are relieved by others, and give intelligence if the party is pur- 
fued; in which cafe, they all hide themfelves. if poffible, in the mountains. In their 
flight they kill, roaft, and eat by turns. When they have ftolen a confiderable num¬ 
ber of cattle, and are arrived at fame place where they think themfelves tolerably fe- 
cure, they encamp there with their cattle, arid make huts (Kraals) of ?nefembryanthe~ 
mum bufhes or of mats, in which they live together as long as their food Jafts. The 
detachment had feen one of thefe Kraals or encampments formed of huts in two rows, 
like a village, in which they had counted on one fide upwards of fifty huts, from which 
all the Bofhiefmen have removed. 

In Roggeveld alone the Bofliiefmen had, in the laft two years, ftolen more than 
ten thoufand fheep, befides oxen, and murdered many of the colonifts, their flaves, 
and Hottentots, t 

When the Bofhiefmen are purfued by the colonifts on horfeback, they retreat to the 
mountains, where, like baboons, they poft themfelves on the edges of the fummits and 
in the inaceeflible places, and are always afraid of the plains. They fometimes creep 
into the clefts, and from thefe bulwarks let fly their arrows. 

The weapons with which they defend themfelves againft their enemies, are bows and 
poifoned arrows. By way of defence againft thefe, the colonifts caufe a Ikin to be held 
before them, in which the arrows flick fail, that frequently come like a fhower of rain. 
The Bofhiefmen, when they perceive that their arrows do not penetrate, do not fire a 
fecond volley, A Bofhiefman who is mortally wounded by a ball, is never found either 
crying or lamenting in any fiiape whatever, 

Thefe people firlt chew Caima (jnefembryanthe?mtm\ and afterwards fmoke it. They 
befmear themfelves with greafy fubftances, and over that with red chalk; in times of 
fcarcity they feed on ferpents, lizards, the flelh of zebras, lions, and baboons, upon 
bulbous roots, ants' eggs, &c. 

On the 29th we rode along Vifch Rivier pail Olivier's farm, to Jacobus Theron's, 
A misfortune, which I leaft expefted on a finooth and plain road, attended me how¬ 
ever this day, .Through the carelefinefs of my Hottentots, who drove againft a Hone 
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that lay in the road, my cart overturned, the tilt over it was tom afunder, and many 
of my boxes and packets of herbs were loft. 

I here faw necklaces and ornaments for the waift, which the Hottentots had made 
of the {hells of oftriches* eggs, ground in the form of fmall round rings, and which 
made a very fine appearance. 

The cold in this Roggeveld is very intenfe in winter, and fnow falls with froft. 
The farmers, therefore, live here only a few months in the year, viz. from October to 
May; build here their houfes and fow their wheat, which they are obliged to leave to 
the mercy of the Bofhief-men, during the time that they remove down to the Carrow- 
field below, where it rains certain months in the year, fo that they can remain there 
with their cattle till the approaching dry feafon obliges them to remove up the moun¬ 
tain to Roggeveld again. 

On the 1 ft of December, we travelled farther on to Efterhuyfen’s farm, where we 
were obliged to ftay a couple of days, on account of the ftormy inclement weather, 
which continued with froft, rain, hail, and fnow, for the fpace of twenty-four hours, 
and not only confined us to our room, but obliged us to put on our great-coats, as a 
defence againft fuch an unexpected and unufual degree of cold, which was partly oc- 
cafioned by the height of the mountains, and partly by the violence of the north and 
north-weft winds. 

The mountain, compared to the Carrow-field below, was at leaft as high as Table 
Mountain is at the Cape, and a high road for carriages runs from hence to Carrow. 

On the 3d, in the morning, we let out from this cold place to go down the mountain, 
and could not, as we had wifhed, continue our journey farther up Roggeveld, as our 
beafts were too poor and too tender-footed to continue longer on this {harp and rugged 
mountain. 

In the morning when we fet out, the ice ftill lay on the fummit of the mountain, as 
far as to its very edges, of the thicknefs of a rix-dollar. 

The road down the mountain lay over feveral fteep heights and abrupt declivities, 
like very high and broad fteps, for which reafon not only the two hind-wheels were 
obliged to be locked, but the waggon itfelf to be held fall: by the Hottentots, by 
means of ropes, in order to prevent it from overfetting and falling down upon the oxen. 
The uppermoft declivity was the fteepeft, and called (Uytkyk) Look-out, on account 
of the extenfive view it commanded; the other was called Maurice’s Heights. 

While we were on the heights of the mountain, it was intenfely cold; but the lower 
we defcended the calmer and warmer the air became, till in about three hours time we 
got down to Carrow, when the heat began to grow intolerable. 

We had now before us a very large and extenfive field in the dry and barren Carrow 
to traverfe, before we could reach an inhabited place. We had therefore fupplied our- 
felves at the laft farm with as much provifion as was necefiary for a few days, and with 
this fet out on our journey through a fcorching defart, fo deftitute of water that even a 
fparrow could not fubfift in it, and fo devoid of every living creature, that only a few 
rats were to be feen here and there in holes in the earth, which probably find, in the 
fucculent leaves of the flirubs in thefe parts, fomewhat that ferves both to appeafe their 
hunger and quench their third. 

Sun-rife called forth every morning thefe earth-rats, whofe nefts always ran flanting 
downwards, with their entrance facing the eaft. We tried to {hoot fome of them as they 
popped their heads out, but found them, to our great furprife as well as difappoint- 
ment, inexpreffibly quick in withdrawing into their holes as foon as they faw the flalh 
of the pan, I tried feveral times with an excellent gun to hit one of them, but found 
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it itnpra£Hcable, till I fell upon the method of putting a piece of paper before the pan, 
which prevented them from feeing the flalh of the prime. 

On the 4th, fetting out from Meyburg’s farm, which lay at the foot of the moun¬ 
tain, we cante to Goudbloom's Kloof, and, on the 5th, through fmaller valleys to the 
River of Misfortune (Ongeluck’s Rivier), fo called on account of a farmer having been 
quite eaten up here by a lion* Here we refled two days, waiting for the arrival of a farmer 
who was going to the Cape, and who had promifed to affift us with his oxen acrofs the 
dryeft of all the Carrows which lay before us. But as he did not arrive according to 
his promife, and this baiting-place was fucb that both man and beaft ran the rifk not 
only of flarving for want of food, but likewife of dying of thirft, we were obliged to 
ufe all our efforts, and on the 7th, from eleven o^lock at night to the next morning, 
make a long journey to a little rivulet that ran before a mountain called Paardeberg, 
which was fmall and folitary* 

The trail of country'which we had left behind us was full of fmall mountains and 
ridges of mountains, fame detached, others connected together, and running weft- 
north-weft towards Roggeveld and the Bokkeveld Mountains. The fmall quantity of 
water which was here to be found in a very few places and in fmall cavities was not only 
fait, but likewife fo thick and turbid with clay and other impurities, that we were 
obliged to lay a handkerchief over it, in order to fuck a little of it into our mouths. 

There is another road indeed farther down, which is lefs mountainous and fmoother, 
but at the fame time alfo affords lefs water* 

On the 8 th we paffed the above-mentioned Paardeberg, in our way to Dorn Rivier. 
Hitherto the Car row had, with a few exceptions, led down with a gradual defcent all 
over its furface, inclining from the Roggeveld to the Bokkeveld mountains, and was 
a 1 moll every-where free from bulhes. 

On the 9th we left the Dorn Rivier, and taking the road through the valley formed 
by the mountains between Carrow and Bokkeveld, arrived at laft at a fettiement and 
farm belonging to Vander MervePs widow. 

This good houfevvife ufed a curious method of feparadng lentils from the wheat with 
which they were mixed* She threw it all to her fowls, who carefully picked up 
every grain of wheat, and left the lentils behind untouched* 

The leaves of the indigo feraarhorca were boiled, and the decoftion was faid to be a 
good remedy againft the gravel and ftone. 

The ftrata in the mountains, as they were feen in the valleys, inclined very much here, 
and were even Angularly crooked* The ridge of mountains alfo inclined here confider- 
ably to the eaftward. 

On the nth we departed from hence, having firft bought a large ram, which we 
falted m its own fkin* Our route continued till we arrived at a place called Verkeerde 
Valley, which is one of the pieafanteft fpots I have feen in the whole country* It is 
fituated between two rows of mountains, with great plenty of grafs, and a fen abound¬ 
ing in water, almoft like a fmall lake. As we wanted leifure to infpeft and look after 
our colledlions, and our cattle flood in greater need of reft and refrefhment, we agreed 
to remain in this pleafant though uninhabited fpot for a few days, and eat our falted 
mutton in folitude. 

On the 14th we paffed through a valley in the mountains, called (Straat) Street, to 
De Vos’s eftate, near Hex Rivier. 

We were now returned, as I may fay, to Chriftendom, or to thofe tra&s in which 
the fettlements lay cloier to each other ; after having, for the fpace of feveral weeks* for 
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the moft part wandered in defarts, often encamped in the open air, and in the moft dan¬ 
gerous places, and feveral times been in want of the neceflaries of life. 

Near this farm a branch of Hex Rivier takes its rife in the mountains, which branch 
unites within the vale with the larger branch that runs here, and likewife fprings out of 
the mountains. 

On the 16th we rode paft Jordan’s farm to Van deMervel’s eftate, and 

On the 17th, through Hex Rivier’s Kloof to Roode Zand. 

Hex Rivier’s Kloof has no heights, is quite level and fniooth, and we were obliged 
to crofs the dream feveral times. On the tops of the mountains which flood on each 
fide, there Hill lay a great deal of fnow or hail. 

Roode Katt is the name here given to a kind of red lynx, with long locks of hair at 
the extremities of its ears, and the tip of its tail black. Pennant calls it a Perfian Cat, 
and Buffon Caracal. Hill. Nat. de Quadr. tom. ix. tab. 24. ,The Ikin of it was faid 
by the farmers to be very efficacious as a difcutient, when applied to parts affected with 
cold or rheumatifm. 

In the mountains, between the clefts of the naked rock, refides a kind of jumping 
rat (jerboa capenfis ), which the farmers confidered as a fpecies of hare, and called it 
Berghaas or Springhaas. This animal is of a curious make; its fore-feet being extreme¬ 
ly ffiort, but the hind-feet nearly as long as the whole body, which enables the creature 
to leap to a furprifing diftance. 

The ftrata of the mountains were fometimes wreathed, and fometimes very much 
inclined. 

The ridge of mountains therefore which we had to pafs through, was, all the way 
from Carrow-field hither to the outlet of Hex Rivier near Roode Zand, very broad, 
interfered with narrower valleys both length-ways and acrofs. 

From Roode Zand we took the ufual way through its Kloof, which has a confidera- 
ble eminence that mull be eroded; but the reft of the road runs along the fide of the 
mountain. 

Roode Zand is, as it were, the key to the whole country behind the chain of moun¬ 
tains which ran acrofs the whole point. Moft of the farmers therefore, who travel 
annually to the Cape, pafs this way, except thofe who take the road acrols Hottentot’s 
Holland. On this occafion a furgeon had eftabliffied himfelf at Roode Zand, and fet 
up a fmall apothecary’s Ihop, which brought him in a handfome income. The medi¬ 
cines were all well paid for, infomuch that a purging powder did not coft lefs than half 
a rix dollar. Sometimes they brought the fick hither, as well colonifts as flaves, and 
left them under the furgeon’s care till their return. Several in the abundance of their 
friendlhip endeavoured to perfuade me to eftabliffi myfelf here. But the love I bore to 
botany and my native country, prevented me from accepting the offer, 

Riebeck Cafteel was now obferved to extend with a long tail much lower than the 
mountain itfelf, towards the fouth-eaft. 

We took our route afterwards paftPaardeberg through Koopman’s Rivier, a rivulet, 
which is a branch of Berg Rivier, and farther through Burger’s drift acrofs Berg Rivier, 
and paftEIfis Kraal to the Cape, where I arrived fafe and found on the 29th of Decem¬ 
ber, with a heart filled with thedeepeft adoration of that Divine Being, which, during 
my three years travels in this country, had not only preferved my life and health, but 
alfo permitted me to make feveral ufeful difeoveries in it, to his glory, and the future 
benefit of mankind. 
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The Cape. 1775. 

HOTTENTOTS is the common denomination of all thofe nations which inhabit the 
fouthern angle of Africa, and are extended on each fide of the Cape of Good Hope. 
How far the country of thefe people extends is not yet accurately known : but though 
they are divided into a multitude of tribes, which differ from one another in many re- 
fpefts, yet it is clearly to be perceived that they all originate from one and the fame 
flock; and that they differ widely from the negroes and Moors who inhabit the other 
coafts of Africa. 

The Hottentots in general are fhort, efpecially the women, although fome among them 
are found that are five or fix foot high. Their colour is neither black nor white, but 
yellowifh; and their exterior black appearance is owing to the filth which adheres to 
their bodies in confequence of their befinearing themfelves. 

The form and lineaments of the face characterize this as well as other nations. Their 
cheek-bones are very prominent, which makes them always appear meagre and lean; 
the nofe is flattened towards the root, and thick and blunt at the tip, but not very 
fhort j their lips are rather thick, their hair jet-black like fpun wool, and feldom thick, 
more frequently thin, refembling the nap upon cloth. They have very little hair upon 
their chin and privy parts. The fpine in particular is very much bent, fo that I never 
law any one fo hollow-backed as the Hottentots. I have feen fome of them whofe 
backs were bent in, and their buttocks project to fuch a degree, that two people might 
fit on them. And although the Hottentots are very lean, yet the conftant practice of 
befinearing themfelves diftends their fkin, and efpecially the women’s breads, to an 
inconceivable degree, fo that in this particular, they can challenge all other nations. 
The Bofhiefinen have more prominent bellies than the reft. 

The patriarchal form of government has from time immemorial exifted amongft them, 
and ftill obtains with many; and this has been the origin of the many larger and 
finaller tribes and families, into which they formerly were, and their furvivors ftill are, 
divided. Such tribes formerly were the Gunjemans, Kokoquas, Suflaquas, Odiquas, 
Chirigriquas, Koopmans, Heflaquas, Sonquas, Dunquas, Damaquas, Gauris, Atta- 
quas, Heykoms, Houteniquas, and Camtours Hottentots, of which few exift at prefent; 
and fuch at this time are the little and great Namaquas, Gonaquas, Caffres, Bofliies- 
men, &c. Of thefe probably fome may in former times have been fubdivided into ftill 
finaller tribes. 

The Hottentots love filth in the higheft degree; they befmear their bodies with fat 
and greafy fubftances, over which they rub cow-dung, fat, and fimilar fubftances. By 
this means the pores are flopped up and the fkin covered with a furface, which defends 
them in fuinmer againft the fcorching heat of the fun, and from the cold in winter. 
Amongft their ointments they mix the powder of a ftrong finelling herb, which they 
call Bucku, (a fpecies of diofma , frequently the pulehella ), and which gives them fo 
difagreeable, fo fetid, and at the fame time fo rank an odour, that I fonietimes could 
not bear the fmell of the Hottentots that drove my waggon. 

Their drefs is very fimple, moft of them wear a fheep’s fkin thrown acrofs the fhoul- 
ders, and another over their loins, the hairy fide being worn next the body in winter, 
and the other fide in fummer. Thefe fheep-fkins prepared, cover the body behind, 
but leave it almoft entirely naked before. The women, by way of covering, ufe a fhort, 
fquare, and fometimes a double piece of fkin, that reaches half way down their thighs, 
and the men a cafe of fox’s lkin, like a purfe, tied with a thong about their bodies. 
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The Gonaquas Hottentots and Caffres ufe fuch a drefs of calf-fkin, and their chiefs of 
tiger-lkin. 

Their legs are bare, anti their feet for the nioft part without Ihoes ; but round rings 
made of the hides of animals adorn their legs, efpecially thof'e of the women, from the 
inftep to the calf of the leg, and prevent them from being bitten by ferpents. In time 
of need they likewife ferve them for food, when they broil thefe rings and eat them. 

Their heads are frequently without any covering at all; but fometimes they wear 
a conical fkin-cap, and the women in fome places make ufe of a broad wreath of buf¬ 
falo’s lkin, ornamented with froall fhells. 

Their necks and wailts are ornamented with different coloured glafs beads, which 
they procure by barter from the Europeans. To the necklace they fometimes fallen a 
turtle-fheli, in which they keep Bucku. The Caffres put porcupine’s quills into their 
ears (JovJirix)^ and fome of the women that live fartheli to the eaftward, ufe ear-rings 
of copper, to fet off their brown beauty. 

The Caffres wear ivory rings, and frequently feveral of them on the left arm; and 
fome, in default of thefe, wear rings of .brafs or iron. All the Hottentots, but more 
efpecially the Caffres, fet a great value upon finning plates of copper, brafs, or iron, 
which they hang in their hair, or on other parts of the body. 

They are all graziers, except the BoAiiefmen, and are fometimes in poffeffion of 
numerous herds of cattle, efpecially the Caffres and Namaquas people, upon whole 
domains the Europeans have not yet been able to make any encroachments. Thefe 
fubfift on their flocks and herds, and hunt different wild beafts, efpecially buffalos and 
wild goats of various forts (fometimes very large ’ones), with fea-cows and elephants. 
They live befides on the roots of feveral plants, fuch as Irifas, Ixias, Moreas, Gladio- 
lufes, and others, the beans of the guajacum afrum , &c. The men ufe likewife cow’s 
milk, which they milk themfelves, and the women Iheep’s milk. To quench their 
thirft, they moftly drink water, milk and water, and when urged by neceffity, chew 
Mefembryanthemums, Albucas, and other fucculent herbs. The men’s bufinefs is to 
go to war, hunt, milk, kill the cattle, and fabricate arms ; the women's, to look after 
the children, fetch wood, dig up bulbous roots, and drefs the victuals. The meat is 
eaten both roafted and boiled, but for the mod part half raw, without fait, fpices, or 
bread. They make a fire by rubbing two pieces of hard wood quickly againft each 

other. . 

The Caffres are the only people in this part of Africa that apply themfelves in the 
lead to agriculture. They cultivate Caffre-corn (Holcus), beans, hemp, &c. The 
reft do not till the earth at all, except fome few who now and then fow a handful ot 

hemp. . 

Their huts are built with fprays of trees, which are fixed in the ground, and bent m 
arches, fo as to make the hut round at top, and about four feet high. Thefe are after¬ 
wards covered with mats made of ruffles, and on one fide an opening about two feet 
high is left at bottom, which ferves the double purpofe of a door and chimney, the fire¬ 
place being near the opening. Such huts as thefe, built in a circle of a greater or 
fmaller extent according to circumftances, form a village, within which the cattle, at 
leaft the ffieep, are kept in the night, and fecured from beafts of prey. As long as 
the grafs lafts on the fpot, they live there without removing; but as foon as it fails or 
any one dies, the whole village removes to another place; fo that the Hottentots, like 
the Laplanders and Arabians, are Nomades, or wandering fliepherds. A few of them 
live together in one of thefe huts, and lie coiled up with their knees drawn up to their 
heads, difperfed around the internal walls of it. 
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The language, which frequently is almofl the only thing that diftinguiffies the indo¬ 
lent Hottentots from the brute creation, is poor, unlike any other in the world, is 
pronounced with a clack of the tongue, and is never written. 

With refpeft to houfehold furniture, they have little or none. The fame drefs that 
covers a part of their body by day, ferves them alfo for bedding at night. Their 
vifluals are boiled in leathern facks and water, with Hones made red-hot, but fome- 
times in earthen pots. Milk is kept in leathern facks, bladders of animals, and bafket& 
made of platted ruflies, perfectly water-tight. Thefe, a tobacco-pouch of {kin, a 
tobacco-pipe of ftone or wood, and their weapons, eonftitute the whole catalogue of 
their effefts. Their defenfive weapons againft their enemies and wild beafts confift of 
darting-flicks '"Kirns), javelins (Aflagay), and bows with poifoned arrows. 

To the ufe of intoxicating fubftances they are much addi&ed. From a deco&ion of 
certain indigenous roots and honey, they prepare an inebriating kind of mead. I hey 
are very fond of arrack and brandy, and take delight in fmoaking tobacco, either 
pure, or mixed with hemp, and, when they cannot procure thefe, wild Dakka 
(PhlolmisJ, or the dung of the two-horned rhinoceros, or of elephants. The inhabitants 
of thefouthern part of Africa contrad marriage early, and with little ceremony. When 
the fuitor has made,his intentions known, and obtained the girl's and her parents’ 
confenr, a day is fixed for the wedding, which is folemnized by the prieft belonging to 
the village, who befprinkles the bride and bridegroom with his urine. After that an 
ox or fheep is killed, according to the circumftances of the parties, and the company 
entertained ; the men and women fitting in feparate circles, according to their cuftom, 
and always fquat on their heels, as they have neither chairs nor fofas. One circum- 
ftance, however, attending their weddings is highly laudable, which is, that though 
at other times they are much given to drunkennefs, they never drink on this occafion ; 
neither do they dance and play upon niufical inftruments. 

To their new-born children they give a name, which is generally that of fome wild 

or domeftic animal. t 

A youth is not fuffered to marry till he is made a man, which is at the age of eigh¬ 
teen; when the village-maflier of the ceremonies befprinkles him with urine, and 
feparates him from that time forward from his mother and other women. 

Formerly the Hottentots, according to Kolbe, ufed caftration. This operation was 
generally performed, the left tefticle being cut out, that they might not beget twins, 
and that they might be enabled to run with greater eafe. 

A Hottentot fometimes takes two wives, and it frequently happens that a woman 
marries two hufbands, although adultery under certain circumftances is punifhed with 
death. A widow, who marries a fecond time, mult have the top joint of a finger cut 
off, and loofes another joint for the third, and lb on for each time that flie enteis into 
wedlock.- 

Idlenefs is fo predominant among the greateft part of the Hottentots, that few of the 
brutes furpafs them in that vice. Some fleep out alb their time, and are only awakened 
jiy the urgent calls of hunger, that forces them at length to rife and feek for food. 
When they have killed any wild animal, they lay themfelves round a fire in common, 
to broil their meat, eat, and fleep by turns, as long as there is any thing left to eat, 

and till hunger drives them .from it again. 

In confequence of this extreme fupinenefs they have little or no religion. It mould 
feem indeed that they were not entirely ignorant of the exiftence of a powerful Supreme 
Beino-, and they appear alfo to acknowledge the immortality of the foul after its repara¬ 
tion fr oin the body : but they have no temples, pay no kind of worfhip to any divinity, 
J and 
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and give themfelves no thought about rewards or punilhments after death. They have 
much clearer notions of an evil fpirit, whom they fear, believing him to be the occafion 
of ficknefs, death, thunder, and every calamity that befalls them. 

At the new and full moon they dance and make merry j but it does not appear very 
probable that their rejoicing thus is any kind of religious ceremony, or that they worihip 
the moon. 

A final! infect, an inconfiderable grafshopper (mantis faitjla\ is by many confidered 
as an animal of a fortunate omen; but I never found that any worfhip was paid to it, 
nor could I learn it with a certainty from others. 

Circumcifion is a ceremony ufed by many, and may probably be of high antiquity, 
although not commonly practifed at prefent. 

Several barbarous ufages and cuftoras are ftill to be found amongft thofe who live in 
their native ftate of wildnefs, and without intercourfe with the Chriftians, Old and 
fuperannuated perfons are buried alive, or elfe carried away to feme cleft in the moun¬ 
tains, with provifion for a few days, where they are either ftarved to death, or fall a 
prey to feme wild beaft. 

In like manner, children are expofed and left to their fate on various occafions; as 
for inftance, when a woman dies, either during her lying-in, or immediately after it, 
the child in fuch cafes is buried along with the mother, as no one can bring up amongft 
people who have no notion of nurfes. If a woman brings forth twins, and thinks her- 
felf not able to rear them both, one of them is expofed. If they are both boys, the 
ftrongeft and moft healthy is kept: if one of them is a girl, it is her lot to be expofed j 
as is likewife the fate of any one that comes a cripple into the world. 

Such as live near the European coldnifts, bury their dead in the ground, while 
others lay them in the clefts of mountains or in caves. The corpfe being taken out of 
the hut through a hole in the fide, and not through the door, is wrapped up in the 
lheep-lkin drefs the defunft wore while living, and is carried away in hand by three 
or four bearers. A proceflion of men and women in two feparate bodies follows with 
loud cries ; after which, if the deceafed was a perfon of any property, feme animal is 
killed and eaten. 

They are very fuperftitious, and put great faith in witch-craft. If any one falls lick, 
they think that he has been bewitched; and confequently fhriek and pommel him with 
their fills, in order to keep life in him, or make him well. If he dies, their cries 
increafe, the corpfe is buried in a few hours, and the whole village removes to feme 
other place. 

The eldeft fon is foie heir to his father’s property. 

In arts and fciences they are as rude and uncultivated as they are in every other re- 
fpect. The Caifres are the only tribe among them that till the ground at all. The 
major part of them have herds of cattle. Some have neither houfe nor home, nor 
indeed any fixed abode whatever. The Namaquas Hottentots, who, in their country, 
have mountains that produce copper and iron ore, know how to extrafl: thefe metals 
in the moft Ample manner, which they afterwards forge for ufe. Their traffic is noi 
extenfive: indeed it confifts only in bartering certain commodities againft others. They 
have therefore no money nor coin of any fort, neither do they (land in need of any. 

To guard their herds, they employ very ugly) but bold and fpirited dogs. 

Greafy fubftances conftitute the greateft dainties of the Hottentots. They drink the 
blubber of fea-cows like water, and the tail of a Iheep, which confifts entirely of fat, 
they prefer to any other part. 

They 
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They hunt both Angle and in parties. Every one hunts and fhoots what he can for 
his own ufe; but general hunts are undertaken by whole villages, either againlt large 
troops of wild animals, or when they are annoyed by beafts of prey that commit 
ravages among their herds, on which occafion every man quits his hut, and goes out 
armed, a? againft a common enemy. 

Their grand feftivals are generally accompanied with Pinging, and different forts of 
inft rumen tal mufic, as alfo with dances, that are extremely Angular, and indeed pecu¬ 
liar to tliemfelves. They have likewife a droll uncommon ceremony of driving whole 
herds of fheep through the fmoke, right acrofs the Are, to fecure them from the attacks 
of "wild dogs. 

In a people fo deeply plunged in floth, and fo overwhelmed with filth, as the Hot¬ 
tentots actually are, one would not expect to And die leaf! trace of pride. It is how¬ 
ever to be found even among thefe, the moft wretched of the human race ; for they 
not only adorn their bodies with all manner of Anery, as they conceive it to be; but 
when they are viAted by ftrangers, paint their faces with various Agures of brown and 

' Of the new year, a period which moft nations and even the heathens themfelves 
almoft all over the face of the earth, obferve and celebrate with more or lefs rejoicing 
and feftivity, the Hottentots do not l'eem to have any knowledge, neither do they take 
the leaft account of the courfe of nature. The only thing they remark is, that every 
year they fee the bulbous plants pufh out of the ground, bloffom and decay, and, 
according to this almanac, they reckon their own ages, which neverthelefs they feldom 
or never know with any certainty. It is therefore in vain to try to^ ascertain their age, 
or to fearch for antique relicks and monuments, in order to difcover the antiquity or 
the country, how long it has been peopled, whence its firfi inhabitants came, and what 
changes and revolutions it has undergone. The country has no ancient rums, either of 
fubverted palaces, demolifhed caftles, or devaftated cities. The people neither know 
the origin nor reafon of the ceremonies and cuftoms in ufe amongft them, and few of 
them can give an account of any thing that has happened before their father s time. 
Since the Europeans have begun to inhabit this angle of the fouthern part of Africa, 
the country has undergone many changes. The natives have by degrees m part 
become extinfl, in confequence of the ravages made by various epidemic difeafes, and 
in part retreated farther up the country, and a colony of the children and progeny of 
Japhet has propagated and multiplied to a great extent in their place. In a country 
where, one hundred and Afty years ago, among a vaft number of other wild animals, 
the moft favage beafts of prey reigned fovereigu and triumphant, one may now foi the 
moft part travel fafely without fear or dread ; and where formerly herds only grazed, 
one now fees feveral Indian and moft of our European feeds cultivated, vineyards and 
orchards laid out, and culinary vegetables planted. A multitude of tame animals has 
been imported hither from Europe, fuch as horfes, cows, hogs, and fevera kinds of 
fowls; in like manner as many ufeful produfls of the vegetable krngdom have been 
naturalized under the induftrious hand of the colomfts and a kmd climate. The peafe 
'and beans here are very good. Afparagus, peaches, apricots, have a tolerable flavour, 
as have alfo apples (and efpecially rennets) plums, pears oranges, and ftrawbemes. 
The grapes as well as the raifins, and the wine that is made of them, are of different 
decrees of goodnefs, and fometimes excellent. Melons, water-melons, Gojavus, pome¬ 
granates, are alfo tolerably good; but goofeberries currants cherries, and nuts do 
not thrive. Mulberries, almonds, figs, walnuts, chefnuts, and lemons do not yield 
St point of goodnefe to the European. Efculent roots and culinary vegetables thrive 
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in general well in this country, and often grow up fuperior to the European, from 
whence the feed of the greateft part of them is brought every year. Turnips, turnip, 
rooted cabbages, potatoes, alliaceous plants of every kind, fallads, cabbages, and efpe- 
cially cauliflowers, are cultivated therefore in great quantities, as alfo wheat, not only 
for the ufe of the inhabitants, but for the fupply of the many (hips that touch here in 
>their way to and from India, lince the Chriftians firft made a fettleinent at the Cape of 
Good Hope, Several fliorter and longer journeys have been made, from time to time, 
into the interior parts, both by individuals and on the Company’s account, with a 
view to gain authentic intelligence of the country and its inhabitants. Thefe journeys 
have been undertaken by different parties, fome larger and fome fmaller, fome to the 
northern and others to the fouth-eaft fide of this angle of Africa. Thofe that have 
come to my knowledge are the following : in 1699, a journey was made to Saldahna 
Bay, which was then for the firft time taken pofl'effion of by the Dutch Company. 
In 1670, two ferjeants, Kruydhof and Crufe, were fent out to Model Baay and Helena 
Baay, which were at the fame time taken pofl'effion of. In 1683, Enfign Olof Berg 
made a journey to the country of the Namaquas, and in 1685 the governor Simon van 
.der Steel, with fifty-fix Europeans, two Macaffars, three Haves, and fix burghers, 
equipped with two pieces of artillery, eight carts, feven waggons, (befides thofe belong¬ 
ing to the burghers,) one boat and a great quantity of draught-oxen, horfes, provifion, 
powder, mufquets, and commodities for bartering, made a long voyage into the coun¬ 
try of the Namaquas, as far as the tropics. This expedition had chiefly the copper- 
mountains for its object, to examine whether the ore there was worth working, and 
whether there was fufficient wood and water for that purpofe, or any harbour near at 
hand, from which the ore might have been brought in veffels. This journey lafted fif¬ 
teen weeks. 

During the time that the bartering traffic, with the Hottentots was allowed theiettlers, 
long journeys were frequently made into the interior parts of the country: as for Al¬ 
liance, in the year 1702, by forty-five burghers with four waggon', into the country of 
the Caffres; in 1704, into that of Namaquas, and in 1705, by thirty or forty farmers, 
each accompanied by his Hottentot, farther up into the fame trad: of country. 

In 170'/the land roll Starrenburg made a journey by order of government, into 
the country of the Namaquas, particularly for the purpofe of bartering for a large 
quantity of cattle for the ufe of the Company. He was accompanied by a corporal, 
and Hartog a gardener, befides (laves and a great many Hottentots. 

In t he year 1761, Governor Tulbagh fent to the northern fide of the country, which 
I was now exploring, a caravan, confiding of feventeen Chriflians, fixty-eight Hotten¬ 
tots, and fifteen waggons, which had been given in charge to a burgher of the name 
of Hop. On this fame expedition were fent out, at the expence of the Company, 
Brink a land furveyor, Auge a gardener, and Rykvoels a furgeon, with three waggons, 
a large boat, powder, (hot, iron, tobacco, &c» This caravan was font out in confe- 
quence of a farmer who had travelled far into the country on this fide, having given 
intelligence to the governor, that he had been told by a Hottentot of a people who had 
lived farther up the country, and who wore linen clothes, were of a yellow colour, and 
went in and out of the mountains there, near a large river. Hence it was concluded, 
that fome Portuguefe fettlement was eftablilhed on the coaft, which government ought 
to find out. Part of the Company fet out from the Cape on the 161I1 of July, and the 
refl joined them near Oly fant’s Rivier in 31 0 40' latitude, and 38° j 8 longitude. 
They proceeded on their journey till the 6th of December, one hundred and twenty 
and a half raHes due north from the Cape, to 26° x8' latitude, and 37 0 37' longitude. 
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from whence they returned and arrived at the Cape on the 27th of April, 1762, with¬ 
out having difcovered the yellow nation they had been told of. This is the longeft 
journey ever attempted by Europeans towards this fide, where the country is very dry, 
deficient in water, and mountainous, and the roads fometimes very ftony. On this 
journey the governor had not fent any of the military, who before, very little to his 
fatisfa&ion, had made an expensive journey to the eaftward; but only burghers and 
farmers. This journey, however, did not terminate fo well as might have been ex- 
pefted, the private intereft of individuals having laid many obltacles in the way. 
Want of water and ftony roads, without doubt, made the voyage both difficult and 
troublefome; as the feet of the draught-oxen were greatly hurt, and many of them 
died in confequence of this circumftance j but the permiffion which the farmers had 
from government to barter with the Hottentots, during their journey, for frelh beafts, 
without any expence to them, and of which they made a very imprudent ufe, may 
have contributed to render this journey abortive. 

In fadt, the farmers, through motives of covetoufnefs, and a wifh to lighten the 
waggons of the heavy load of iron they had brought with them for the purpofe of 
barter, began to traffic extenfively at their full fetting out, inftead of referving this ad¬ 
vantageous trade for their return. In confequence of this procedure the caravan was 
overllocked with a drove of oxen, numbers of which were obliged to be left behind on 
accounc of the heavinefs of the roads, while the reft ferved greatly to diininifh the 
fcanty fupply of water for the oxen that were neceffary for drawing the waggons along. 
It is true, the vice-governor Kloppenborg had alfo a few years ago, in company with a 
land-furveyor, a merchant, and a furgeon, made a journey to the northward of the 
Cape; but, as this expedition did not extend beyond the bounds of the colony, it was 
of no confequence, nor in any other way remarkable. 

Beautiful as the country is to the eaftward, fertile, abounding in grafs, and well 
peopled, it is equally dry, barren, uncultivated, and uninhabited to the north¬ 
ward of the Capej and the farther you proceed, the more barren and defert-like it 
grows. 

After palling three or four ridges of mountains to the northward, "you arrive at a 
country fomething higher than the Cape-lhore, but lower than the valleys which lie 
between the ridges of mountains you have juft left behind. This land is called Carrow, 
or Carrow-field. It feems to go like a broad belt over the whole of this angle of Africa, 
from the fea-fide at the north-weftern end, to the ocean on the fouth-eaftern fide. I do 
not fuppofe the breadth to be alike all over; but in fome places it requires fix whole 
days (or rather long nights) journeys. The fun is quite fcorching here in the day-time, 
and the nights are rather cold. The great want of water here for the fpace of eight 
months, during which time not a drop of rain falls, together with the aridity of the 
foil, is the caufe that this defart produces nothing but a few herbs and bullies with thick 
fielhy leaves, fuch as Craffulas, Mefembryanthemums, Cotelydons, Cacalias, Stapelias; 
and that neither man nor beaft can live there in fummer, as alfo that no grafs can grow, 
nor any ufeful grain be cultivated. The foil confifts of clay impregnated with iron 
ochre and a great quantity of fea-falt. 

During the time I ipent in travelling through different parts of this defart, I did not 
fee a fingle fparrow, much lefs any quadruped there, excepting rats in holes in the 
earth, which probably can fubfift a long time without water, and quench their thirft 
with the fucculent and faltilh leaves produced by the bullies. 

After croffing this extenfive and dry defart, which to the eye appears very nearly 
level, or at molt riling a little and llowly to the northward, you encounter a very high 
vol. xvi. u mountain, 
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mountain, the top of which it would take almoft a whole day’s journey to reach. This 
Roggeveld mountain has very little of earth on it, exhibiting in moft places the fmooth 
and naked rock; neither does it Hope off like other mountains, but it is for the moft 
part level, and extends in this manner fo far to the northward, that the end of it is 
not known to the colonifts. The climate at this height, although feveral degrees nearer 
than the Cape to the fun and the equator, is not only cold, but the cold is fo intenfe, 
that the ground in winter is for a long time covered with fnow, hail, and ice. 

According to my ufual praftice the preceding years, as foon as 1 arrived in town, I 
made it my firft care to fend to Europe, by the returning Ihips, the collections I had 
made during my laft tour. 

The veffel, too, which had been fent the preceding year to Madagafcar, in order to 
purchafe Haves for the Company’s fervice, was now arrived. Amongfl: other articles 
which feme of the crew brought with them, were in particular a large quantity of the 
cypraa tigris, a handfome {hell, which is ufed for making fnuff-boxes, another of the 
buccidum rufum, and of the creatures known by the name of Madagafcar cats, lemur 
catta. With refpect to the latter, I was curious to fee whether the eyes were fuch as 
the late Profeffor Linnaeus has defcribed them, viz. with one pupil oblong and the other 
round. In this both the pupils were round and very finall in the day-time, like thole 
of other animals. This fpecies of Lemur fomewhat refembles a cat, with its long tail, 
diverfified with black and white ringlets ; it is very nimble, and when tied to an up¬ 
right pole, up and down on which it runs on all fours with the greateft celerity imagin¬ 
able, affords a very amufmg fpeftacle. 

M. Melk, a rich and wealthy farmer, had, fome years before, built a houfe of (tone, 
below the town near the beach, lower down than the Lion’s-Tail, under pretext of 
ufing it for a ftore-houfe; but when it was finifhed, he made a prefent of it to the 
Lutheran congregation here for a church, after having furniflied it with fuitable win¬ 
dows. Happy would it be if the congregation, which is numerous, could likewife 
have a Lutheran clergyman of its own, and hear the word of God preached in its ori¬ 
ginal purity, and at the fame time enjoy the benefit of the facraments. 

I never knew diforders in the throat more common of refractory than they are at the 
Cape, and efpecially in the town. They are occafioned by the hidden changes of 
weather from heat to cold. The glands of the throat fwell with fuch violence, that the 
patient is in danger of being fuffocated, and they almoft always come to fuppuration. 
Some are infelted with this malady feveral times in a year, and neither fex is exempted 
from it. 

The fides of the ftreets in the town were planted with great numbers of European 
oaks (quercus robur), which ferved both to adorn and {hade the houfes. 

The fmoking of tobacco in the ftreets was now feverely prohibited, as in confequence 
of it fires had broke out here, as has been the cafe in other places. 

The Iky of the fouthern hemifphere wore an afpeCt in a great meafure ftrange to me. 
Some of the known conftellations had a different fituation from what they have north 
of the equator, and fome were abfolutely miffing. Charles’s-Wain, which in winter fo 
truly and faithfully points out to the farmer how far the night is advanced, was here 
funk below the horizon, and the Cape clouds, as two dark fpots in the firmament are 
called, feemed to be a fnnilar token to the inhabitants here. I was extremely forry, 
however, that I had not taken more pains to learn fo noble a fcience, and would with 
pleafure have exchanged for one fingle conftellation all thofe'definitions with which I 
had formerly burthened my memory, together with a great number of words in the 
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dead languages* the learning of which had taken up the beft part of my younger days, 
that might have been better employed in fludying this divine fcience, 

I now received from Amfterdam not only a fum of money* but alfo letters of re¬ 
commendation to the Governor-general Vander Parra at Batavia* in confequence of 
which I had to prepare for a voyage to the Eaft Indies* and asfar as the empire of Ja¬ 
pan. In the three years I had paffed in the fouthem parts of Africa, I had travelled over 
as much both of the defart and inhabited part of the country as the nature of my equip¬ 
ment, which was below mediocrity, would admit. I had alfo, during the fame time, 
received many favours from the governor and other gentlemen in the adminiflration, as 
likewife much friendftiip both from my own countrymen and the other inhabitants of the 
place, and could, therefore, not without the greateft gratitude and heart-felt acknow* 
ledgment, recollect the many kindnefles they had fhewm me, which, as long as I live, 
I fhall never forget. 

But, previous to my departure, I had the good fortune to get acquainted with 
M. Holmberg, a worthy countryman of mine, and one of the council, who was on his 
voyage homeward from Surat, where for feveral years he had been in the fervice of the 
Dutch Eaft India Company, to the great fatisfaftion of his fuperiors, and had acquired 
fuch a knowledge of commerce as few poffefs, or know how to value. This gentle¬ 
man honoured me with his particular friendfhip, and alfo furnifhed me with letters of 
recommendation to M. Radermacher, one of the council at Batavia, which proved of 
much greater utility to me than I had reafon to expeft. 
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A 

CURIOUS AND EXACT ACCOUNT 

OF 

A VOYAGE TO CONGO, 

IN THE YEARS 1666 AND 1667. 

By the R. R. F. /'’.Michael Angelo of Gattina, and Denis oe Carli of Piacenza,' Capuchins, 
and Apoflolic Niffs oners into the fa'sd Kingdom of Congo.* 


TO THE READER. 

r J’HE authors of this fmall work being two perfons who travelled not out of any vain 
curiofity, or out of any defign of gathering wealth, but only out of a pure zeal to 
propagate the Chriftian religion, it would appear fomewhat unchriftian to call in quef- 
tion the truth of their relation. No worldly intereft could bias them, who propofed 
to themfelves no gain, nor indeed were they capable of any, their profeffion not per¬ 
mitting them to pofiefs any thing. It is needlefs to fay much in vindication of them; 
for, in truth, whofoever reads, will fcarce find any thing but what is credible enough, 
unlefs they be fuch perfons as being altogether ftrangers to the world, will credit no¬ 
thing but what they fee is frequent in their own country. 1 not pretend to apologize 
for the book; every man will give his judgment whatever I can fay for it. Therefore, all I 
fhall add is, that to fome the account of Congo will not appear fo diverting as they per¬ 
haps might have conceited it, becaufe they always expert things very furprifing from coun¬ 
tries very remote. This is not a hiftory of a country, or of its conqueft, and therefore there 
are no warlike expeditions to pleafe the reader. The people are rude and ignorant, and, 
therefore, there are no fine defcriptions of cities and noble ft ruptures. The authors 
were religious men, and therefore added no romantic invention of their own to make 
their writings taking. The account is very particular; it fpeaks not only of Congo, 
but of Brazil and fome parts of Europe, the firft part being made out of the letters of 
F. Michael Angelo, who died in Congo, and the reft: compofed by F. Denis who re¬ 
turned home, and fets down particularly all that befel him there in his way back to 
Italy. The tranflation is faithful, without adding or diminifliing in the leaft; and even 
the ftyle of the authors, which is plain and eafy, is followed: which is all that I think 
requifite the reader fiiould know before he enters upon the voyage. 

* Churchill’s Coll, >, 483. 
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VOYAGE TO CONGO, &c. 

’T’O fatisfy the curiofity of feveral perfons, who prefs me in fuch an obliging manner 
^ as I cannot eafily withftand, to give them an exaS: account of what I have feen and 
learned during the long voyage, from which I am lately returned, I will write a relation 
of the kingdom of Congo and of Africk, where the duty of my million made me ac¬ 
quainted with feveral ftrange cuftoms, and go through abundance of hardfhips, omitting 
at prefent to fpeak of Brazil, and fome other parts of America, whither we were firfl 
carried, and of which I (hall fay but very little. 

In the year 1666, Alexander the Seventh being pope, fifteen Capuchin miffioners, of 
which I was one, were difpatched by the cardinals de propaganda jide, and received the 
commiflions or patents at Bononia, where I then refided, at the hands of F. Stephen de 
Cefa, of the noble family of Clermont, whofe virtue has been fince rewarded with the 
pod of general of the faid order. Our patents contained the following privileges: To 
difpenfe with any irregularity except incurred by bigamy, or wilful murder: to difpenfe 
and commute Ample vows even to that of chaftity, but not that of religion: to difpenfe 
with marriages within the fecond and third degrees, and for Pagans converted to keep 
one of their wives: to abfclve in cafes referred to the pope: to blefs church-duff, 
churches, chalices: to give leave to eat flefh and white-meats, and to fay two maffes a 
day in cafe of neceflity: to gTant plenary indulgences: to deliver a foul out of purga¬ 
tory, according to the intention of the pried, in a mafs for the dead faid on Monday and 
Tuefday: to wear fecular clothes in cafe of neceflity: to fay the rofary for want of a 
breviary, or any other impediment: to read forbidden books, except Machiavel. 

As foon as thefe letters patent were delivered to me, I fet out for Piacenza my native 
country, arrived there at the beginning of Advent, and received orders to expeft F. Mi¬ 
chael Angelo of Rheggio, who was to be my companion in this voyage. He being 
come, we went together to Genoa, where all the miffioners were to embark: thence 
we failed for Lifbon, and having refided there fome months, took the opportunity of a 
Portuguefe veffel bound for Brazil to load there, and fail over to Africk to the coafl: of 

We fpent three months in our paffage from Lifbon to Brazil, the fair winds ufually 
on thefe feas befriending us. By the way we had often the fatisfaffion to fee the flying 
fithes about our fliip : this is a very white fifti about a foot long, with two wings or fins 
proportionable to the body ; it is not unlike a herring, fave that its back is of an azure 
colour, and its fins larger, and fitter to ferve inftead of wings. This fifli flying from 
another called the Dorado or Dory, which purfues to devour it, Iprmgs out of the water, 
and flies as long as any moifture is in the fins, which once dried by the air it falls back 
into the fea, and is devoured by its enemy, who never lofes fight of it, 01 elfe is taken 
and eaten by the feamen, if it happens to fall into the fhip, or is fometiraes catched in 
the air by fome bird of prey. So that this wretched creature, as it were bamfhed by 
nature, can fcarce find any place of fafety in the air, in the fea, or on the earth, the de¬ 
licacy of its flefh being the caufe of its unbappinefs. There is another fort of fifli in 
thofe feas called a fhark, very greedy of man’s flefh: they catch it with a rope and a 
chain at the end of it, to which is fattened a ftrong hook baited with a piece of flefli: 
the fhark perceiving it fwallows the flefh, hook, and moft of the chain; then the failors 
draw the head above water, and batter it with clubs; after which they bind the tail 
where its greateft ffrength lies, and bringing it aboard cut it in pieces. 
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Drawing near the coaft of Guinea, we began to feel much heat from the fun, which 
is there in the zenith j and as we went farther it grew fo violent, that in a few days we 
were fo weak that we could neither eat nor Deep; and to add to our fuft'erings, the 
provifions and drink were full of maggots. This tailed for fifteen days we failed under 
the line, fo that it is a fort of miracle we ihould live amidft fo many hardfhips, though 
it was then the month of Auguft, the moil temperate time of the year in thofe parts. 

The Portuguefe ufe generally to make fome rejoicing, and keep holiday, to beg of 
God a good iffue of that dangerous voyage. They alfo obferve this ancient cuftom: 
thofe who have never been under the line are obliged to give the failors either a piece 
of money, or fomething to eat or drink, or at leaft money’s worth, from which no man 
is excufed, not even the Capuchins, of whom they take beads, Agnus-Dei’s, or fuch 
like things ; which being expofed to fale, what they yield is given to fay maffes for the 
fouls in purgatory. If any man happen to be fuch a mifer as to deny paying this duty, 
the failors, clothed like officers, carry him bound to a tribunal, on which a Teaman is 
feated in a long robe, who afting the part of a judge, examines him, hears what he has 
to fay, and gives judgment againfl him to be thrice ducked in thefea after this manner: 
the perfon condemned is tied fall with a rope, and the other end of it run through a 
pulley at the yard-arm, by which he is hoifted up, and then let run amain three times 
under water; and there feldom fails to be one or other that gives the reft this diverfion. 
The fame is practifed in palling the Straits of Gibraltar, and Cape of Good Hope. 

Having paffed the line, the wind ftill continued right aftern, but fo very violent, that 
if it had not pleafed God we had met with fo rapid a current of water as Hemmed our 
furious courfe, I know not how we could have efcaped. Some time after, when we 
had made confiderable way, the wind calmed, and, confequently, we loft that refrefli- 
ment we had fo much need of in the great heat, which had not yet ceafed; this calm 
falling out no lefs unluckily for our provifions, which we were afraid would foon fall 
Ihort What increafed our fear was, the impreffion remaining in us of the difafter 
lately happened to the fhip called Catarinetta, which the reader will not be difpleafed 
to be acquainted with. 

That vefiel being laden with commodities of great value fet fail from Goa, and, meet¬ 
ing with a profperous wind, arrived fafe in Brazil; whence putting to fea with as fair 
a wind as could be wiflied, it took its courfe for Lilbon, but in palling the line the 
mailer died, overcome with the violent heat of the climate, and foon after him all 
the bell failors; fo that the fhip being left, like a horfe that has Ihook off the 
bridle, to the mercy of the waves, drove about in a piteous manner upon the fea 
for feven months, which forced fuch as were left alive, after confirming all their 
provifions, to eat their cats, dogs, and rats that were in the Ihip, and to drefs their 
ftioes and any other leather, which they endeavoured the bell they could to make 
eatable. At laft nothing being left, only five remained of four hundred, men they 
were at firft. One of thefe five was the captain, who being diftraaed with the dif- 
mal thoughts which a miferable death near at hand is wont to infpire, fancied that 
death would not be the greateft of his misfortunes, but that together with his life he 
ffiould lofe his reputation; and that fame, which commonly fpreads abroad falfe news, 
would report, that he was fled into fome far country to make his advantage of the 
great treafure he was intrufted with, and enjoy the fruits of his dilhonefty out of 
danger. So that being ardently defirous that at leaft fome one of them might furvive 
to carry home the news of their misfortune, he propofed to his companions to call lots 
which of them Ihould be killed to ferve for food to the other four. Not one of 
them contradiaed that inhuman propofol, but only they would exempt their captain 
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from being fubjeft to the rigour of it. They ufed their utmoft endeavours to make 
him confent; but after much contending, he folemnly fwore he would not be exempt 
from falling a facrifice to the reft, if it fell fo his lot, fmce abfolute neceflity made that 
courfe juft and reafonable. In Ihort, having caft dice, the lot fell upon the unhappy 
captain, who was already offering up his foul to God; but the others bewailing their 
misfortune, began to conclude it was better they fliould all die like good catholicks, 
than like barbarians to imbrue their hands in the blood of their companion. God 
Infpiring them in return for this good refolution, one of them went up to the top-inaft 
head, from whence looking about on all fides, he fpied at a great diftance fomething 
dark, which he told the captain ; who going up with a perfpeftive glafs, difcerned that 
it was the coaft of the continent. They fteered that way the beft they could, and 
being come up with the fhore, found it was a port then in peace with Portu¬ 
gal. Being landed, with God’s afliftance, they went immediately to the governor, 
whom they acquainted with their misfortune. The governor gave them good enter¬ 
tainment, and furnilhed them with all they flood in need of. During their flay there, 
they were advifed by phyftcians to make ufe of forne medicines, and proper reftoratives 
to recover their health, and return to fea; yet two of them, more Ipent than the reft, 
gave up their ghofts; the other three, with the help of the good medicines applied, 
were perfectly recovered. They gave thanks to God for his mercy, and to the go¬ 
vernor for his civility, refitted their veffel, and fet fail again for Lifbon. As foon as 
they came thither, one of the three who relapfed by the way died. To conclude, 
the captain and lailor that remained, landed, and were immediately introduced to the 
King of Portugal, to whom they gave a difmal account of their adventures, which 
turned to their advantage; for the King, moved at their fufferings, comforted, and 
gave them gifts of value, making the captain admiral of the fleet, and the failor cap¬ 
tain of the beft fliip. ' 

Now I return to our voyage. 

Being in ten degrees of fouth latitude, we difcovered about evening Cape St. Auguftin 
at a great diftance; and in the morning it pleafed God we faw abundance of land- 
fowls flying near about us, and whales, which, ipouting up great ftreains of water, at 
that diftance looked to us like fine fountains gufhing in the midft of the fea. There 
are fuch numbers of them in that fea, that I fliall fcarce be believed, if I fay a mer¬ 
chant pays the King of Portugal fifty thoufand crowns in gold for the patent to make 
oil, though nothing more be true. 

Palling by our Lady of Nazareth, we all faluted her with three Ave-manas, and a 
triple difcharge of our cannon. This church is but five miles from the town of Fer- 
nambuco; near to which place Francis de Brito, a Portuguefe nobleman, travelling 
before the church was built, the good lord who had a fpecial devotion for the Bleffed 
Virgin, met a poor woman clad in white, with a child in her arms, who humbly 
begged an alms of hint. He putting his hand into his pocket, gave her a ducat; and 
whilft he was giving, and fhe receiving, the woman’s face feemed to be altogether 
changed. Brito following on his way at a fmall diftance front the place, as if he were 
quite furprifed at what he had feen, turned about feveral times to fee the perfon that 
had won his heart; but though it was a plain field, where there was no place to be 
concealed, nor any tiling to obftrua the fight, he could never fee the beautiful beggar 
again. This breeding a difiatisfa&ion in his mind, he returned to,the very place where 
he left his alms, and his thoughts, and only found the print of two feet upon the earth, 
which made him conclude that the poor woman was the Bleffed Virgin, that had in¬ 
flamed his heart with her heavenly eyes, and ravilhed his foul with her divine beauty ; 
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and therefore in that very place he erefted a ftately church in honour of the Moll Holy 
Virgin, endowing it with a revenue, and chaplains proportionable to the worth and 
generality of that noble gentleman. 

W hen we were under the tower, which ferves as a fort to the harbour of Pernam¬ 
buco? we call anchor there, faluting the town after the ufual manner, the port being 
too little for lhips to lie in. 

The captain went away in the pinnace, to get leave for us to land. Whilft he was 
gone, we obferved that a wall runs from the tower, which the people there call Arrecife, 
which credible people fay is natural, running three hundred miles, one part of it in- 
clofing the harbour, and fecuring it againft any weather. This famp wall in like 
manner parts the fea from a river that runs through the middle of the city j and when 
the fea grows boifterous, it fometimes raifes its waves above the wall, mixing its fait 
with the frelh waters of the river, which is the caufe that the people catch frelh and 
falt-water fifh indifferently in the river, and in the fea, as if by a fort of metamor- 
phofis the fea were become a river, and the river a fea. 

As foon as we landed in the port of Fernambuco, we faw a great crowd of people, 
as well Blacks as Whites, about us, and among them a black woman, who kneeled, 
beat her breall, and dapt her hands upon the ground. I enquired what the good 
woman meant by all thofe motions with her hands ; and a Portuguefe anfwered me: 
“ Father, the meaning of it is, that flie is of the kingdom of Congo, and was baptized 
by a Capuchin; and being informed you are going thither to baptize, Ihe rejoices, 
and expreffes her joy by thofe outward tokens/’ 

In going to the houfe appointed for our entertainment, we paffed through the middle 
of the town, which we found to be indifferent for bignefs, but very full of people, 
efpecially of black Haves they bring from Angola, Congo, Dongo, and Mattamba, 
every year, to the number of ten thoufand, whom they employ about their tobacco, 
fugar-works, and to gather cotton, abundance of which grows there upon ihrubs, 
about the height of a man; as alfo to cut wood for dying of iilk, and other Huffs of 
value, and to work in cocoa and ivory. 

As for the original natives of Brazil, or South America, the Portuguefe have not 
been able to fubdue them to this day, they being a people too fierce and barbarous. 
They call them Tapuges, or Caboclos, and the colour of their lkin is a dark tawny. 
They go quite naked, and carry a bow an ell and a half long, with arrows made, part 
of cane, and part of a hard wood lharpened towards the point like a faw, that where 
it hits it may make the wound bigger, more troublefome, and be the harder to be 
drawn out; and it is molt certain that when they (hoot with a defign, and their 
bed, they ftrike a board or plank through and through at a mufquet-fliot diftance. 
Thefe Tapuges, when they can, eat man’s fielh ; and when they have none of their 
enemies about them, they feaft upon fuch Grangers as they can catch in their country. 

They wear little bits of wood and {tone of feveral colours fet in their faces; I know 
not whether for ornament, or to appear more terrible. At their ears they have pen¬ 
dants not of lead as our lap-dogs have, but great pieces of the fame fort of wood. 
They live upon fuch beafts as they hunt, and upon men; for when any one among 
them takes his bed, they affign him a certain time to recover, which if he does not 
within the time limited, they kill him without mercy and eat him, to put an end cha¬ 
ritably to his fufferings. The fame favour or inhumanity they ufe towards their 
parents, and old people, become unfit for hunting, whom the children kill and eat 
with their near relations, invired by them to that cruel feaft; thus killing thofe to 
whom they owe their life, and burying thofe in their bowels, from whofe bowels 
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they came. In fhort, they are miferable pagans plunged in idolatry. The reft of the 
inhabitants of that new world, whether good or bad, are Chriftians, or at leaft bear 
the name. 

At the place of our reception we found two of our companions fick of a fever, and 
we ourfelves felt feme mdifpofition, which obliged us to go into the doftoris hands, it 
being ufual and almoft inevitable for all who come into that country to fall fick, whe¬ 
ther it proceed from the change of air or food* 

One morning we heard an admirable confort of trumpets all aboard the fleet, as 
well within as without the port, founding, to the number of eighty fhips, including 
ours, which was loading with fugar, of which fhe carried no lefs than one thoufand 
chefts. Nothing could be pleafanter than that profpefl, which feemed to reprefent a 
town where the houfes w r ere toft at the pleafure of the waves, or like a foreft floating 
about as drove by the wind* There we received the news of the death of John Mary 
Mandelli, of Pavia, prefedl to the two millions of Angola and Congo, who died 
among thofe people with the reputation of fanfHty, after enduring a thoufand hard¬ 
ships for their fpiritual advantage during twenty-five years he lived there. 

We took a time to go fee the town of Olinda but three miles diftant from Pernam¬ 
buco. It was formerly a great town, but at this time almoft ruined, frnce the Dutch 
made a defcent there. In a marfhy field we were ftiewn certain trees, which like 
others have their roots in the ground, N but have others above, the leaves being all 
covered with them. There we faw abundance of great parrots, feveral forts of Maca¬ 
cos, that is, monkeys or apes, of which the leaft, called Sagorini, are moil valued. 
We went this way in a canoe, which is a large trunk of a tree hollowed; and our 
watermen were two Blacks, naked like the people of Brazil, having only a little rag 
before them for decency. 

The temper of that climate, though very hot, is not bad, nor the great dampnefs of 
the moon dangerous, fo that there is good travelling enough by night as well as by 
day. Silver and gold money in this town goes as it does in other parts of Brazil; they 
give two teftons for a mafs, and thirty or forty for a fermon. The country produces 
neither wheat nor wine, but there is enough carried out of Europe, and fold dear 
enough. The ground being fandy, the natives and travellers are troubled with a kind 
of infefts, which fome call PharoalTs lice, alledging that was one of the ten plagues 
wherewith God formerly punifhed Egypt. They are lefs than lice, and work themfelves 
infenfibly in between the nefli and the fldn, and in a day*s time grow as big as a kidney- 
bean, or other fmall bean. Some experienced Black undertakes the cure, for were 
they left unregarded, they would corrupt all the foot in a very fhort time, Obferving 
two days after I came, that fomething hindred my walking, I caufed a Black to fearch 
me, who took out four of thofe infects pretty big grown, and there was not a day 
but they came and took out ten or twelve a-piece from us* It is no fmall misfortune, 
if any one efcapes undiscovered by the Blacks, for they gnaw and torment the'feet. 

During our ftay at Fernambuco there was a great feaft of the rofary kept in the 
great church called Corpo Santo, or the holy body. The order of it was very mag¬ 
nificent. The church was hung with ten thoufand ells of filk of a fire-colour, and 
other rich fluffs: the tabernacle which was lofty, covered with filk embroidered foil 
of flames of gold, and a filver galoon over It, which dazzled the eyes: the mufic of 
harps, violins, and cornets, making a confort to the holy hymns. The religious are 
not at this great expence, but chufe the richeft merchant in the city, who looks upon 
it as a point of honour to open his purfe freely upon fuch an occafion. He that bore 
die charge that year, protefted to us the next day, that he had fpent four thoufand 
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ducats in bonfires, the night before; but he meant thus : we being impatient to go 
over into Africk as foon as poffible to perform the duty of our miffion, went to fee 
that merchant, who had a great kindnefs for us, to beg of him that when a fhip of his 
bound for Africk, was laden and ready to fail, he would be fo charitable as to alfign 
us the great cabin to go in, which he readily granted. The velfel being found unfit 
for the voyage, was unloaded, all the iron-work and rigging taken out, and the timber 
burnt, which he faid coft him four thoufand ducats, that being the coft of the (hip. 

To divert us, we went one day to fee fugar-works, which is a great curiofity. 
The engine they ufe is a great wheel, turned violently about by a number of Blacks : 
it turns a prefs of malfy iron, in which the fugar-canes cut in pieces are hruifed, the 
moifture that runs from them falling into a great cauldron over the fire. It is wonder¬ 
ful to fee the Blacks, who are naturally lazy, labour fo hard, and clap the canes fo dex- 
teroufly under that mafs of iron, without leaving their hands or arms behind them. 

The fruit in that country, which generally lafts all the year upon the trees, is very de¬ 
licious, and among the reft the Niceffes, which are like our lemons. They grow on a 
ftalk like an Indian cane, and two of its leaves would clothe the biggeft man. This 
ftalk fometimes produces but one bunch, in which there are about fifty Niceffes. To 
ripen them, they mull: be cut off green and hung in the air, where they grow yellow in a 
little time. When they are cut through the middle, there appears on both fides the 
exad figure of a crucifix. When the bunch is cut off, the ftalk withers, and another 
foon grows out of the fame root. The banana is much of the fame nature, only the 
NiceSe is three foot high, and the banana twice as much. 

The Ananas are like a pine-apple, about a fpan long, and the plant produces but one. 
The rind being taken off, they look yellow, and the juice of them is like that of a muf- 
cadine grape, but it nmft be eaten with moderation, being hot in the third degree. 
There are other forts of fruit, as that called Fruta do Conde, or the Count's Fruit, 
which grows on a plant as high as an orange-tree, of a very pleafant flavour. Mana- 
ques, like our fmall melons, and growing on very large trees. Maracoupias, like a 
great round apple, and yellow without, of which I fent the draughts, as I did of feveral 
other curious forts of fruits, to the Sieur Jacques Zanoni, apothecary of Bononia, who 
will make them public in his book of plants now in the prefs. 

As for European fruits, fuch as grapes, pomegranates, melons, figs, gourds, cucum¬ 
bers, oranges, lemons, and citrons, they grow there to a wonder; and thefe laft are 
like our gourds in Italy, by reafon of the goodnefs of the radical moifture of the earth. 
So the Portuguefe orange-trees do not only multiply there, but improve very much; 
and the young plants grow up to vaft high trees. Little other meat is eaten there but 
beef and fome pullets. Wine is dearer than faffron; for it is brought from the Madei- 
ras, that is, above fix hundred and fifty leagues, and pays above eight piftoles a pipe 
cuftom. All the Whites in that country are either Portuguefe, or defcended from 
them, and drink little wine. The commonalty drink all water, which is none of the 
belt. Inftead of bread they eat cakes made of the meal of a root called Manioca. 
In that country there are properly but two feafons; fpring, which is temperate 
enough, but rainy, during which the trees do not lofe their leaves; and fuminer, which 
is very hot and dry, infomuch, that did not the dew make fome amends, the country 
would be quite dried and parched up. The town of St. Paul, and country about it, 
which lies furtheft up in Brazil, may be called the true lubber-land, or country of 
pleafure. Any Granger that comes thither, though never fo poor, is welcome, and 
prefently meets with a wife to his liking, provided he fubmit to the conditions, which 
are to think of nothing but eating, drinking, and walking, but particularly of being 
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kind to no woman but his own. If he give the leaft caufe to fufpedl he will make his 
efcape, ftie certainly poifons him; but if he agrees well with her, he is cherilhed and 
made much of, every one ftriving to out-do another in kindnefs. 

Their wealth comes out of a river that waters the country, and which is fo rich, that 
it can relieve the miferablell: wretch who implores itsaffiftance; for they need only take 
the fand of the river, and feparate the gold from it, which abundantly requites their 
trouble, there being only the fifth part due to the King by way of acknowledgment. 
Much more curious and extraordinary is reported of that country $ but not having been 
there myfelf, becaufe it lies in the furtheft part of Brazil, and near to the river of Plate, 
I dare not avouch all for truth, though in reality nothing ought to appear incredible to 
thofe who are well acquainted with the extravagant cuftoms and abfurd manners of thofe 
barbarous nations. 

At length, on the 2d of November 1667, wefet fail for the kingdom of Congo, and 
were forced, to avoid contrary winds, to run into twenty-nine degrees of fouth latitude, 
even with the Cape of Good Hope, which might better be called the Cape of Death, 
becaufe of the continual fear of death they are in who come near it. For the fpace of 
eight days we were tolled'.in a terrible manner; fometimes lifted up to the clouds, and 
fometimes call: down to the deep, either way dreading to perifh. At laft the wind fell, 
the waves fettled, and we faw fome bones of cuttle-fifh, which the goldfmiths make ufe 
of for catting, float upon the water, efteemed a token of fair weather, and of being within 
fixty leagues of the continent, that filh never going far from ihore. 

In Ihort, next day we faw land, and began to hope well of the fuccefs of our voyage, 
becaufe there are never any ftorms on that coaft, and fliips may run along within muf- 
quet-lhot of it, without any danger of fands. Our boat being out for feveral days, 
founding to diicover fome rocks that lie under-water along the ihore; we filhed as we 
went, and always brought aboard a great deal of jfiih. Among the reft we caught one 
that weighed about fifteen or fixteen pounds, which the captain faid he would treat us 
with. The colour of it was red, the head large and round, the eyes fparkling like 
fire, the noftrils flat upon the forehead, the fins beating, the fcales ruftling together, 
the whole body tolling and puffing in a hideous manner. The captain knowing it to 
be one of the mod delicious fifties in thofe feas, would drefs it for us himfelf, making a 
fort of white fauce with fugar, fpice, and juice of oranges and lemons fo that it being 
all like a difli of curds, we eat it with fpoons, and could not diftinguilh whether the 
fauce made the filh good, or the filh mended the fauce. 

I had a great mind to go alhore, but the matter would not fuffer it, afluring me 
there were Blacks along that coaft that eat man’s flelh. We difcovered two of them, 
who, asfoon as they faw us, ran away far enough,'which made the matter put off 
from fliore, for fear thofe Blacks were gone to call fome magician to fink our boat and 
feize us* Some days after, the matter went out of the boat alhore to comply with foflie 
corporal neceffify ; but as foon as he got behind a little rock, he ran back to the water 
out of breath, calling out to us to come to his afiiftance, as we did with all poflible 
fpeed* The caufe of his fright was, that behind the rock he faw a fire lighted, near to 
which there was a ftring of fifties a drying, a certain token that fome Blacks lived near, 
which fo terrified him, that, forgetting the need he was in, he had no occafion for three 
days after. 

When we had paffed that coaft, which is hideous to look to by reafon of a long ndge 
of barren mountains, about the latitude of fourteen degrees we difcovered feme green 
trees and a pleafanter fliore, in which there were good ports made by nature, capable 

of containing two or three thoufand fhips. Upon Chriftmas-eve we touched at Benguela, 
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capital of the kingdom of the fame name, where there is a Portuguefe governor and gar- 
rifon; and we found about two hundred white inhabitants, and abundance of Blacks, 
The houfes are built with mud and ftraw, the church and fort being made of no better 
materials. 

Abundance of fmall boats came aboard us, each carrying two black filherinen, who 
came to exchange fifli with the feamen for Brazil roll-tobacco. 

The father-fuperior and I went afhore, where I preached the firft time in Portuguefe. 
The temper of that climate is fo bad that it gives the food the country produces fo per¬ 
nicious a quality, that thofe who eat of it at their firft coming certainly die, or at leaft 
contraft fame dangerous diftemper ; which is the reafon that paflengeis take care not to 
go afhore, nor to drink the water, which looks like lye. This made us unwilling to accept 
of the dinner the governor invited us to, though he allured us there fliould be none of the 
country-provifions, and we fhould drink wine brought by fea; which he performed, 
giving us a treat altogether after the fafliion of Europe. After which he further ex- 
preffed his kindnefs, fending very good European fruit aboard after us, with a whole 
beef flayed, but little, and without horns, very well tailed, as is all the meat of te 
country, whereof there is great plenty and very cheap. 

Any body that fees the Whites who live in that country may eafily difcern how little 
that air agrees with them; they look as if they were dug out of their graves; their 
voices are broken, and they hold their breath in a manner between their teeth, which 
made me, in the moft obliging manner I could, refufe the governor’s requeft, who, 
wanting priefts, would have kept me there fame time to adminifter the holy rayfteries. 
The courts at Lifbon, as a punifhment for feme heinous crime, often banifli criminals 
to Angola and Benguela, looking upon thofe countries as the moft wretched and infec¬ 
tious of any the Portuguefe poflefs; therefore the Whites there are the moft deceitful and 
wickedeft of men. 

Having taken leave of the governor, we went aboard again, and proceeded on our 
voyage, which we ended happily before the wind, arriving on Twelfth-day at the port 
of Loanda, which is the fineft and largeft I ever faw. My companion and I landed, and 
were received by an infinite number of Whites and Blacks, who drove to outdo one 
another in expreffing their joy for our arrival, killing our habits, and embracing us. 
Attended by this croud, we proceeded to our hqfpitium or houfe for our reception, in 
the church whereof we found above three hundred perfons, with the chief men of the 
town, who came out to meet us. Having adored the bleffed faerament, and returned 
thanks to God for our profperous voyage, we went into the convent, where we found 
three Fathers, an old iay-man threefcore and ten years of age, an under-guardian of 
Congo recovering after a fit of ficknefs, and one of Angola in a fever. We were in¬ 
formed, to our great regret, that two religious men of our company, who came away 
a little before us from Genoa, died both of them as foon as they arrived, one at Loanda, 
and the other at Meffangrana not far off. Thofe Fathers who were of a vigorous con- 
ftitution, now enjoy the reward of their pious intention, which they had not the power 
to put in execution, being prevented by death. Soon alter the fub-guardian of Congo 
intended to fet out and conduft me and my companion to the county of Songo, and 
thence to the county of Bamba, there to be expofed to all thofe fatigues for which we 
had prepared ourfelves. The county of Bamba is no lefs in extent than the kingdoms 
of Naples and Sicily together. 

Loanda is an iflandand town of the fame name, being the capital of all thofe coun¬ 
tries the Portuguefe poflefs in thofe vaft regions of the Blacks. The Dutch once made 
themfelves mafters of it, but the Portuguefe with much bravery beat them out. There 
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is a good number of Jefufts, who are allowed by the King of Portugal a penfion of two 
thoufand Crufadoes a year, that is 2 661 . 33s. 4d, They keep fchools, preach, and 
perform other functions for the falvation of fouls* To requite their labours, the people 
of that country have given them the property of feveral houfes, and of twelve thoufand 
ilaves of fundry trades, as fmiths, joiners, turners, and ftone-cutters/ who, when they 
have no employment at home, ferve the public, and bring their mailers in a Crufado 
a day. We alfo found Carmelites there, and feme of the third order of St* Francis, 
all of them religious men, of a very exemplary life. 

The city Loanda is large and beautiful enough. The houfes of the Whites are of 
lime and Hone, and covered with tiles \ thofe of the Blacks are of mud and ftraw. 
One part of the city flretches to the brink of the fea, and the other rifes up to the top 
of the hill. There are about three thoufand Whites, and a prodigious multitude of 
Blacks, whofe number is not known j they ferve as flaves to the Whites, fome of 
whom have fifty, fome a hundred, two or three hundred, and even to thiee thoufand. 
He who has moft is richeft, for they being all of fome calling, when their mailers have 
no ufe for them, they go work with any that wants them, and befides, faving their rnaf- 
ters their diet, they bring home their earnings. 

The Whites when they go about the town, are followed by two Blacks, with an 
hammock of net-work, which is the conveniency ufed for carrying of people even when 
they travel. Another Black walks by his mailer's fide, holding a large umbrella over 
him to keep off the fun, which is violently hot. When any two that have bufmefs, 
meet, they join their umbrellas, and walk fide by fide in the fhade. When the white 
women go abroad, which is very feldoin, they are carried in a covered net, as is ufed 
in Brazil, with attendance of flaves. The flaves, both men and women, kneel when 
they ipeak to their mailer. 

At Loanda they eat abundance of fifh, cow-beef, which is the beft fort of flefh, goat 
and mutton. Each of the laft may be faid to have five quarters, the tail being the 
biggefl of them; but it is not wholefome becaufe of its great fatnefs, nor indeed 
is any flefh in that country. Inftead of bread they ufe the root of Manjoza, as they do 
at Brazil, and Indian wheat, of which they make little cakes, and other things of pafte, 
which yet are not fo good as bread. The water they drink is very bad ; it is brought 
from a neighbouring ifland, where they dig a trench even with the fea, and the water 
freihes as it ft rains through the fand, but not thoroughly, Elfe they go for it to a river 
twelve or fourteen miles from Loanda, and load their canoes, which are boats made 
of one piece of timber. The canoes have a hole at the bottom, which they open when 
they are in the river, and flop it up when the canoe is full enough. When they come 
home, they ftrain it from the dirt, and let it ft an cl fome days to fettle. Wine brought 
from Europe is fold for fixty Mil Reys the pipe, that is twenty pounds fterling; when 
there is a fcarcity it rifes to one hundred Mil Reys a pipe, and fometimes there is none 
at all to be had. 

There is but little money paffes in that country ^ but inftead of it they buy and fell 
with Maccutes, Birames, and Indian pieces, or Muleches* The Maccutes are pieces 
of cloth made of ftraw a yard long, ten of which are worth one hundred Reys. The 
Birames are pieces of coarfe cotton cloth made in the Indies, five ells long, and coft 
two hundred Reys die piece. The Indian pieces, or Muleches, are young Blacks 
about twenty years of age, worth twenty Mil Reys each. If they are younger, they 
are valued by people who have judgment in them. Young women are of the fame 
value as men, Befides thefe there are fhells they call Zimbi which come from Congo, 
for which all things are to be bought as if they were money j two thoufand of them 
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are worth a Maccute. The people of Congo value thefe fhells, though they are of no 
ufe to them, but only to trade with other Africans who adore the fea, and call thefe 
Jliells which their country does not afford, God’s children; for which reafon they look 
upon them as a treafure, and take them in exchange for any fort of goods they have. 
Among them he is the richeft and happieft who has moft of them. 

The inhabitants of Loanda courted us to flay with them for a year at leaft, to ufe 
ourfetves to the air and provifions, before we ventured further into thefe defarts and 
unhealthy countries of Bamba, where our lives would be in danger. We anfwered, 
it would be a happy exchange to meet with death that would purchafe us true life, and 
to lofe our bodies to find fo many fouls, forwhofe falvation providence had brought us 
thither. 



All that follows to the end is writ by F. Denis Carli : 

"WE fet out both of us for our miffion of Bamba, where a great duke fubjeft to the 
King of Congo relided; for in that kingdom there are five provinces. The firft is that 
of St. Salvador, or St. Saviour, where the King of Congo, whofe name is D. Alvaro, 
refides. It takes name of the capital city called St. Salvador, which is belt feated, and 
in the wholefomeft air in the kingdom, built upon a hill. In it there are fcarce any 
flies or gnats, fleas or bugs, as there are in the reft of the kingdom ; but it is not free 
from ants, which are very troublefome. The King’s palace is almoft a league in com- 
pafs. Formerly it was the only houfe that was boarded, but the Portuguefe who have 
fettled there have put the great men in the way of adorning and furnifhing their houfes. 
The cathedral is built with ftone like thofe of our Lady, St. Peter and St. Anthony of 
Padua, in which are the tombs of the Kings of Congo. That of the Jefuits dedicated 
to St. Ignatius is not the meanefL Our Lady of Viftory is made of mud, but whitened 
both within and without; it was given to the Capuchins by King Alphonfo the Third. 
The fecond province is that of Bamba, where the great duke called D. Theodofio rules. 
The third that of Sondi, where there is another duke. The fourth that of Pemba, 
where a marquis refides ; and the fifth that of Songo, in which there is a count who 
has not owned the King of Congo for fome years; he refides in the town of Songo, a 
league from the river Zaire. 

Having provided all things neceffary, F. Michael Angelo and I went on board, and 
coa fling along the continent, in two days came to Dante, on the frontiers of the king¬ 
dom of Angelo, where the Portuguefe have a fort. We went to wait upon the gover-. 
nor and fhewed him the letters we brought from the lords of the council of loanda, 
who then governed the kingdom, the viceroy that was expected not being yet come; 
they were letters of recommendation for him to help us to Blacks to carry us and our 
goods. During two days we flayed there, the governor fent out a fifhing, and fid ted 
the fifh for us ;' and among other forts there were foies and pilchards above a fpan long. 
Our provifion being ready, and thirty Blacks appointed to carry us and our equipage, 
hammocks were provided for us} the gentlemen of that city giving us to underftand, 
that it was impoflible for us to go afoot, being clad and equipped as we were; fo that 
there being no other remedy, we complied with the cuftom of the country. ^ 
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We fet out, and ther£ being no great roads in thofe wild countries, but only paths, 
were forced to go in file. Some Blacks went before us with their burdens, next 
F. Michael in his hammock followed by fome Blacks ; then came I carried in my net, 
which to me feemed an eafy fort of carriage ; and after me followed the reft of the 
Blacks, to relieve thofe that carry when they are weary. It is wonderful to fee how 
foft they go though loaded. They were armed with bows and arrows, and were to 
carry us to one of their towns, which in their language they call Libattes, as we lhall 
always call them in this relation. There we were to provide other carriers. 

The lord or governor of the Libatre, whom in their language they call the Macolonte, 
came immediately to vifit us, and afligned us two of the beft cottages in the place ; for 
throughout all the kingdom there is never a ftone ho life, but only of ftraw and ftubble $ 
and the fioeft are of mud wails, and thatched, mod of them without windows, the door 
ferving for a window. We muft except the city of St, Salvador, as was faid before. 

The Macolonte was clad after this manner: he only wore a clout of the bigneft 
of a handkerchief made of palm-tree leaves, for decency-fake, to cover that which 
modefty requires fliould be covered, and a cloak of European cloth reaching dotvn 
to the ground ; it was blue, a colour much efteemed among them ; the reft of 
his body was naked. The Blacks that attended the Macolonte, and who were his 
officers, had only one of thofe handkerchiefs, which they fend to be dyed blue at 
Loanda: the reft of the people had only leaves of trees, and monkeys' Ikinsand thofe 
who live in the open country, and lie under the trees, whether men or women, wear 
nothing at all, but go quite naked without any fenfe of flmme. 

This firft Eibatte was pretty large, confifting of about a hundred cottages, feparate 
from one another, and without any order ; it may be faid they do not live in them in 
the day-rime, for the men go abroad a walking, to take their dlverfion, to converfe 
together, and to pl^y upon certain inftmments, which are wretched and ridiculous 
enough, till night, being altogether ft rangers to melancholy. The women, on the 
other fide, go out in the morning to till the ground, carry a baiket at their backs, into 
which they put a black earthen-pot, which they call Quioufou, and one of their 
children, carrying theyoungeft in their arms, who takes the breaft without the mother's 
help. They lead one by the hand, and very often carry another in their belly, for 
thefe people are fruitful and incontinent. The reft of the children, if there be more, 
follow the mother; but when they are grown fomewhat big, they let them go where 
they will, without taking any more care of them than if they were not their children. 

We prefented the Macolonte with a firing of beads of Venice glafs, which they call 
Miflanga, and hang about their neck, having no pocket or other place to keep it. 
The Macolonte having received and returned his compliments, fends a Black all about 
the Libatte, to order the inhabitants to bring their children to be baptized ; the youth 
being almoft all baptized before, we having had that mifiion thirty years. They acquaint 
them that a Capuchin is come, whom in their language they call Gramga, adding, by 
way of refpeft, the word Fomet, which is as much as father or matter. As foon as 
they hear of our coming, they all flock in, bringing their children, and by way of alms 
two of their handkerchiefs of palm-tree leaves, or elfe three thoufand five hundred little 
(hells, which, as has been faid, is the money of the country, called by them Zimbi; 
or elfe a Pullet, for a quantity of them was once carried thither, but the wars have 
almoft deftioyed them. They alfo bring a little fait upon a leaf to blefs the water, and 
give one of the prefents above-mentioned for baptizing their children, and if they have 
nothing to give, they are chriftened for God's fake. In this place we baptized thirty, 
each of us fifteen, to our great fatisfa&ion, they being the firft we had made Chriftians. 

I fpoke 
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I fpoke to the Macolonte to prepare things to fay mats next day; and immediately he 
fent our feveral Blacks to cut wood, and palm-tree leaves, wherewith they erected a 
little green chapel, as was the altar, I having given them the height and breadth ; and 
then we fnrnilhed it, all the miffioners carrying a cheft along with them, containing 
all things neceflary for the holy facrifice. Whilft my companion faid mafs, the Maco¬ 
lonte fent notice to other Blacks that were at a fmall Jiftance from thence, who came 
time enough to hear the fecond mafs: after which We baptized ten children of that 
neighbouring Libatte. There was a great number of people prefent, the chapel having 
been erected on a riling ground, to the end they might at leaft fee, if they could not 
hear the mafs. Next we catechifed, dividing the people into two parts, and explaining 
what we faid to them by the help of an interpreter. 

That done, they fell a playing upon feveral inftruments, a dancing, and fhouting fo 
loud, that they might be heard half a league off. I will defcribe but one of their in- 
Itruments, which is the moll ingenious and agreeable of them all, and the chief of thofe 
in ufe among them. They take a piece of a flake, which they tie and bend like a 
bow, and bind to it fifteen long, dry, and empty gourds, or calabalhes of feveral fizes, 
to found feveral notes, with a hole at top, and a letter hole four fingers lower, and flop 
it up half-way, covering alfo that at the top with a little thin bit of board, fomewhat 
lifted above die hole. Then they take a cord made of the bark of a tree, and fattening 
it to both ends of the inftrument, hang it about their neck. To play upon it they ufe 
two flicks, the ends whereof are covered with a bit of rag, with which they ftrike 
upon thofe little boards, and fo make the gourds gather wind, which in fome manner 
refembles the found of an organ, and makes a pretty agreeable harmony, efpecially 
when three or four of them play together. 

They beat their drums with open hand, and they are made after this manner : they 
cut the trunk of a tree three quarters of an ell long or more; for when they hang them 
about their necks, they reach down almoft to the ground: they hollow it within, and 
cover it top and bottom with the Ikin of a tyger, or fome other beaft, which makes a 
hideous noife when they beat it after this manner. 

The gentlemen, or gentlemen’s fons carry in their hands two iron bells, fuch as the 
cattle among us wear, and ftrike fometimes the one, fometimes the other,, with a flick; 
which is feldom feen among them, this inftrument being only carried by the fons of 
great men, who are not very numerous among them. 

We preparing to be gone, our Macolonte made a fign for his Blacks to Hand ftill, 
and be filent, which was done in a moment, and they had need enough of it, being 
all in a fweat. Having given them our blelfing, we fet out, and they began afrefh to 
play, dance, and hollow, fo that we could hear them two miles off, not without fur- 
prife and fatisfaftion, it being a confort of fo many curious, and to ns ftrange in- 
ftruments. 

By the way we faw feveral forts of creatures, particularly little monkeys, and abund¬ 
ance of apes of divers colours, who all fled to the tops of the higheft trees. We dif- 
covered two Pacaffes, hearts fomewhat like buffaloes, that roar like lions: the male 
and female go always together; they are white, with black and red fpots; have ears 
half an ell long, and their horns ftraight: when they fee any body, they neither run 
away, nor do any harm, but look upon fuch as pafs by. We faw another beaft with 
black and yellow hair upon a mountain; the interpreter told us it was a leopard, but 
it was far enough from us. There is alfo in thofe parts a beaft fhaped like, and as 
ftrong as a mule; but its hair is diftinguifhed by white, black, and yellow ftreaks, 
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which go round the body from the backbone under the belly, which is very beautiful, 
and looks as if it were done by art, it is called Zebra. 

Going on our journey we came, before we were aware of it, upon a bead that lay 
afleep, and was waked by the fhouting of the Blacks as they travel; it rofe, took a 
great leap, and fled * the body was like that of a wolf, whereof there are abundance, 
but its head was like a bullock, which is difproportionable and frightful to behold: I 
afked what bead it was, and they allured me it mud be fome mender. There were 
abundance of beads like our goats, which run away, and then ftaid for one another $ 
and a multitude of wild hens, bigger than the tame, which tafte like a hare. 

Nothing extraordinary happened to us at the fecond Libatte, and we did there as we 
had done at the firft. One night, when we were got into one of thofe libattes, they fhut 
the door, which was made of dried thorns ; all the endofure, like the walls of our 
towns, being hedges of thorn as high as a pike. Cottages were afligned us to pafs the 
night j but the heat being exceffive, I choofe rather to lie in the open air in my 
hammock, faftening one end of it to the top of the cottage, and the other to two poles 
fet up acrofs one another; F. Michael Angelo did fo too. About midnight came 
three lions, roaring that they made the earth lhake, which waked me thoroughly ; and 
had it not been for the thorny hedge, F. Denis had never feen Italy again. I lifted 
up my head to try whether by the moon-light I could difeern one of them, but the 
hedge was fo clofe and full of leaves, that I could perceive nothing, though I was 
fen Able they were not far from it. I was aimolt refolved to go back into the cottage, 
but thinking it impoffible they fhould leap fuch high hedges, I lay quiet till day, not 
without panting for fear now and then. Day being come, I went to afk F. Michael 
Angelo, who was in a cottage hard by, whether he had heard the Hons in the night; 
to which he anfwered, he never flept better, becaufe the night was frefh, and had 
heard nothing. <fi You are happy," faid I, u for if they had broken in, you had 
gone to heaven without knowing which way/* He replied, That God’s providence 
always watches over his ele£t, and that it was not his will that they fhould be expofed 
to the cruelty of thofe mercilefs hearts,” 

After baptizing feveral children, we fee out, and having travelled till noon, the 
Blacks told us we muff flay and reft, there being a river of good water hard by. Being 
fet down, we got into the fliade under fome trees, there to make ready our dinner. 
Some of our men went to gather buck-wheat, others to bring wood to make fire. 
F. Michael Angelo would have made ufe of his fteel to light; but a Black who was 
cook, faid, Father, we have no need of thatand taking a piece of wood about two 
fingers thick, with many holes in it which did not go quite through, then taking 
another little flick about the thicknefs of one’s finger, and putting it into one of thofe 
holes turned, rubbed the two (licks haftily one againft another with both hands, and 
the little one took fire, which is their way of lighting it. The others who came loaded 
with buck-wheat, fhook it out of the ear, and put it into four pots to make broth, and 
boiled Batataes, which are tolerably good roots. 

Whilft every one was bufv about the cookery, on a hidden we difeovered a ft els- 
pliant, not much lefs than a cart loaden with hay in Lombardy, his head hanging a 
little, one of his teeth being already dropt: all the Blacks got up haftily, and laying 
hold of their bows, began to let fly arrows at him with their ufual cries; but one of 
them, more cunning than the reft, took a firebrand, and ran to fet fire to a neighbour- 
big thatched cottage: the elephant feeing that great flame, prefently fled with three 
arrows in his body. Tile fire of the cottage being fpread by the wind, laid hold of 
the next herbage, which being dried up with the exceffive hmt of the fun, and very 
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high, burnt fo that the conflagration fpread for above a league, confoming the grafs, 
trees, and all that it met with ; fo that all the beafts thereabouts being frighted, we 
could continue our journey to the next Libatte in all manner of fafety, though now 
and then my fancy reprefented to me that terrible bead which frighted us. 

Another day being upon our journey, we faw a great ferpent draw near to us ; it 
was without any hyperbole twenty-five foot long, which 1 fhould not be fo ready to 
aflert, had I not feen and meafured the Ikin of fuch another, nothing inferior to it, 
which was prefented to F. Michael Angelo, and which he fent with fome other curiofi- 
ties to his father. This creature had a head as big as a calf, and what frightened us 
more was, that it came along the fame path we were upon. The Blacks, according to 
cuftom, gave a great fhout, and ftriking out of the way, made us go up a rifing 
ground to give it time, either to go back or move forwards. I obferved, that in going 
on it made as much herbage lhake, as if there had been twenty people. We waited 
above an hour for it to pafs, after which we came down and went on our way. 
F. Michael told me in Italian, that he might not be underftood; “ I thought being fo 
many of us we were fafe, but I perceive thefe Blacks are more fearful than we.” To 
which I anfwered, “ We were to expert no farther affiftance from them but what tfieir 
heels could afford us, carrying us the bell they could, and rather flying from enemies 
than attacking them.” And to fay the truth, we often wifhed we had brought a gun 
along with us, which would have been very ufeful, being often at fuch a nonplus and 
in fo great danger, that without God’s fpecial affiftance we could never have come off,, 
being forced throughout the journey, either to fly, or to fire the herbage to fecure 
ourfelves from wild beafts. 

One day as we drew near a river, where we were told there was never a Libatte, but 
only two thatched houfes to entertain and lodge the Blacks that go from Loan da to 
St. Salvador, the capital of the kingdom, being come within fight of the river, we 
difcovered a number of cottages, and heard a great noife of people founding trumpets, 
and playing on drums, fifes, and other inftruments. The Blacks halting a little, faid, 
“ Perhaps that might be the great duke, lord of the provincehut coming up we per¬ 
ceived they were all new cottages, encompafied with a thick hedge of thorn, to fecure 
them againft the wild beafts that come to drink at the rivers. We afked a Black what 
there was in that place, and he to-ld us, there was the brother of the captain-major of 
Dante, of whom mention has been made before. That gentleman hearing of our 
approach, fent four Mulattoes, with mufquets, to meet us. Mulattoes are the children 
of a White and a Black: with them came many Blacks, with fifes and trumpets. We 
went to wait upon that gentleman, who received us with much courtefy, and told us,, 
that every evening wherefcever night came upon him, he caufed fuch a village to be 
built, enclofed with thorns. 

That worthy gentleman fhewed us abundance of refpeft, and treated us with pullets 
and fruit of the country. We would have ftaid there dll he was gone, efpecially be- 
caufe there was no Libatte on the other fide of the river ; but he faid it was better we 
fhould crofs whilft he was prefent, becaufe there were feveral Blacks well acquainted 
with thofe parts, who would take care we fhould receive no harm. He bore us com¬ 
pany to the river, with all the inftruments, and there was fuch a multitude of people 
with him, that a man would have thought it had been the King of ^Ethiopia, there 
being above eighteen hundred men, befides women and children, which was the reafon 
we had been forced to flay two days at Dante, where we found not men enough to 
bear uis company. He had fo much patience as to fee us carried over and out of 
danger; and having faluted him, he returned to his cottage, where he caufed his 
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people to make ready to march, which we had the pleafure to fee. Among the reft 
we had twenty-four Mulattoes, who are bold, daring, and undaunted fellows in all 
dangers; they were armed with mufquets and fcymitars; the Blacks had bows and 
arrows, and half-pikes: the inftruments founded, and the cries were redoubled at their 
departure, which made us admire to fee with what Hate and attendance great men 
travel in thofe parts. 

We went from the river, and the fun being very low, had fcarce travelled half a 
mile when we Hopped at the two cottages, but perceived we fhould not be very fafe 
there from wild beads, becaufe there were no thorny hedges, only four trees where 
watch might be kept, and where we might reft that night, there being little huts on 
the tops of them. The Blacks told us we might go into one of the cottages, and 
that feme of them would Hand fentinel all night upon the trees, and the reft would go 
into the other hut. F. Michael Angelo faid we fliould be fafer if we got up the trees; 
but the Blacks allured us we could not lleep there, telling us we need not take care, 
for they would watch all night in their turns. We went into the beft cottage, and 
caufed feme ftraw to be brought to lie on, as we did, after eating of what the black 
gentleman had charitably bellowed on us, and giving thanks to God for having brought 
us fafe fo far. After making the fign of the crofs, we gave ourfelves up to lleep. 

About midnight we were difturbed by a lion and Ihe tiger, that came fporting 
together towards our huts ; and perceiving their roaring draw nearer and nearer, I 
alked my companion, whether he had heard the lion; “ Too much of it,” faid he, 
w and it would not be amifs, whatfoever may happen, that we Ihould hear one another’s 
confeffions.” Having done fo, we looked through the crevices of the cottage, whe¬ 
ther we could perceive them by the light of the moon: it was eafy to fee them, they 
not being a Hone’s throw off ; and any body may believe it was not without fome heart- 
aching that we filently expected how God would be pleafed to dilpofe of us. We 
heard the Blacks on the trees, and thofe in the other cottage talk together; and foon 
after they lighted fire, which made thofe bealls fly towards the river. Thus were we 
again delivered from that danger, through the mercy of God, to whom we had heartily 
recommended ourfelves. 

The next day, having travelled half our journey to the next Libatte, we heard a 
■great notfe of people, and drawing near them, found they were Blacks carrying^ a 
Portuguefe to be canon of St. Saviour, where the cathedral of all the country is. 
Having viewed him, and remembering we had leen one another at Loanda, where he 
came every day to fay mafs in our church, we expreffed the great fatisfaflion we 
received in meeting fo fortunately, and travelled together the remaining part of the day. 
We alked him how he could leave fo fine a city as Lilbon, his native country, to come 
into thofe wretched and defert countries. To which he anfwered, he had a good 
penfion allowed him of fifty Mil Reys a year, which is about feventeen pounds fterfing. 
“ I would not undertake fuch a talk,” faid I to him, “ for a thoufand millions of gold. 
tl What do you come to do here, then ?” quoth he. “ It is for the love of God and 
our neighbour,” replied we, w that we left Italy; and we fliall think all our care and 
fatigues fufficiently rewarded, if but one foul purchafes heaven through our means. 
Difcourfing in this manner, we came to the Libatte, where we found but few people, 
which troubled us, becaufe there were not Blacks enough to convey us all; which 
made us deft re the canon to go before, and we would flay till his carriers came back, 
but we could never prevail with him, though it had proved better for him, for he 
died a few days after at Bombi, whence we were gone before he came, and where 
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we might have comforted and done the Iaft duties towards him, if he were paft the 
others. 

Bombi is a very great Libatte, where there refides a marquis, fubjea to the great 
duke of Bamba, as he is to the King of Congo. There we found a fon of the mar¬ 
quis, who fpoke Portuguese, and offered to go along and be our interpreter, not only 
on our journey, but during our flay at Bamba, which we accepted of, with the 
confent of his father, the marquis. When the fun was up, we fet out better pleafed 
than before, becaufe we had that youth of twenty-five years of age with us, who 
expreffed himfelf well in Portuguefe; yet we fuffered neverthelefs for that, for when 
we leaft thought of it, we perceived at a diftance a great fire the Blacks had lighted 
among the herbage, which running on before the wind, drove all the wild hearts to¬ 
wards us : our men faid, “ Fathers, we muft Ihun the fury of thefe hearts, for perhaps 
there are lions and tigers among thep, the beft way is to climb the trees.” Hearing 
this, and being fenfible there was no other remedy, we opened one of our trunks, 
and took out a ladder of ropes, made in Brazil; then we made a Black get up a tree 
to fallen it, after which, my companion and I, and the marquis's fon went up, drawing 
up the ladder after us, all the reft getting up other trees. And in truth we were 
in the right not to lofe time, for that troop of wild beafts was with us immediately, 
and their number was fo great, that as many as we were, we Ihould all of us have 
fcarce made one good meal for them. There were tigers, lions, wolves, pocalfes, 
and rhinocerofes, which have a horn over their nofe, and feveral other forts of crea¬ 
tures, who, as they paffed by, lifted up their heads and looked at us. Our Blacks, 
who had arrows for the moll part poifoned with juice of herbs, wounded fome of them, 
but that did not make them run fo much as the fire they felt drawing near. This 
danger being paft, we came down, and went on our way, giving thanks to God for 
having delivered us from fuch danger of death. 

The next day we came to a Libatte, where we found but very few people; they told 
us they were gone to the war with the duke of Bamba againft the count of Songo," who 
had been long revolted againft the King of Congo; that after fome were deftroyed on 
both fides, the reft concluded a truce, and fome time after took up arms again. 

There being but few men in that place, we refolved to part, that fo one might ex¬ 
pert the return of thofe that carried him who went firft. F. Michael Angelo offered 
to go before, our refidence at Bamba not being far off, and fend me twenty men from 
thence to carry me and our burden which was to remain behind. 1 ftaid fix days with 
the marquifs’s fon, both of us living upon kidney-beans, which in their language they 
call Cazacaza, and the young man gathered them every day ; but perceiving that food 
of kidney-beans did not nourilh me, and that I could fcarce lland upon my legs through 
weaknefs, I began to tiring beads, fitting upon a little llraw at the door of my cottage, 
which the Blacks obferving, who were moll of them good old men, they flocked about 
me, admiring thofe beads with filk taffels, to which the medal was faftened, and 
earneftly entreated me to give them a pair of beads for the Macolonte. I told them I 
would, provided they gave me a pullet, having feen a great many about the Libatte, 
which they did. Neceffity obliged me to do kb, there being never a child to baptife 
there, and they being little acquainted with giving alms for God’s fake. In Ihort, 
with the help of the beads, I lived the beft I could. 

At lall the Blacks my companions fent me came j and being on our way not far from 
the Libatte where we were to lie that night, we were furprifed to meet a lion fo wounded 
that he could fcarce go, and left a tra£l of blood wherefoever he went. The Blacks 
in a fright fet down their burdens and me fo haltily, that I had much ado to get loofe 
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out of ray net; they laid hold of their bows, and one of them taking the two fticks, as 
I defcribed them before, lighted fire, and put it to the herbage, which immediately 
rlamed, it being then almoft dry, very tall and thick, becaufe it was the month of 
March, contrary to what is ufual in our European countries; the flames rifing, and 
the Blacks continuing their cries, the lion who was coming towards us in a fury, turned 
about and took another way. We came to the Libatte an hour before night, but it 
.had no encloiure of thorns like the reft, and went to the great place in it, where we 
found all the people gathered about a wounded man ; I came down from my hammock,' 
and a iked what the matter was; they told me it was the Macolonte who had fought a 
lion. They made way for me, and drawing near, I faluted him, telling him he was 
in the wrong in not making a thorn hedge about the Libatte as was about others. 
“ Father,” laid he, ct as long as I live there will be no need of a hedge, when I am 
dead they may do as they think fir.” His wound was but flight, and I defired him to 
tell me how he had fenced with the Hon. “ Father,” faid he, “ as I was Handing here, 
talking with my people, a hungry lion led by the fcent of man’s flelh, came upon us 
fo unexpectedly, without roaring as is ufual, that my people, -who were all difarmed, 
had fcarce time to make their efcape; 1, who am not ufed to run away, clapped one 
knee and one hand on the ground, and holding up my knife with the other, ftruck 
him with all my force in the belly ; he finding himfelf wounded, roared, and came 
upon me fo furioufly, that he wounded himfelf again in the throat, but at the fame time 
with his talon he tore a piece of (kin oft' my fide ; however, my people returning with 
their weapons, the lion, wounded in two places, ran away fwiftly, lofing much blood.” 
That was the lion which we met, certainly in a bad condition, being wounded with a 
knife made after the manner of a Genoefe bayonet, guided by the hand of fo brave a 
man as the Macolonte. 

I was farther informed by him, that the great duke of Bamba, who had fought with 
the count of Songo, was made the King’s generaliflimo. At this time they brought 
me a handfome young black woman ftark naked to be baptized. Being obliged to 
catechile her, I caufed fier to be covered with fome leaves, and reproved her for deferr¬ 
ing to be baptized fo long, it being a long time fince the kingdom had received the 
faith of Jefus Chrift. She anfwered, that ihe lived in the open country, -as many others 
do, who lie under trees; and that Ihe had but then heard of the coming of the Capu¬ 
chins. Having inftructed her in the principles of Chriftianity, and it being St. Joachim’s 
day, I called her Anne. The ceremonies of baptifm being performed, all the Blacks 
of the Libatte, men, women, and young lads, whom they call Muleches, made a ring, 
and took her in the midft of them, dancing, playing on their inftruments, and crying, 
“ Long live Anne,' long live Anne,” with fuch a noife and hubbub, that I was quite 
ftunned and befide myfelf. F. Michael Angelo having gone before me, there were no 
children to baptize. I only baptized fome of the country, who will not draw into the 
Libattes, that they may be more at liberty, though it be not without danger. 

Next morning I continued my journey towards Bamba, and being forced to alight in 
a great valley, becaufe the way was bad, I got out of the net, and walked about half 
a league in a ftony way, a very rare thing in that country, where till then i had not 
teen one ftone. The Blacks who were bare-footed fuffered much, and I was not with¬ 
out fatigue, the heat being exceflive, and the path narrow j befides, the grafs which 
was high and thick beat againft my legs, which flayed them, and they were fore for two 
months after. My companion had fared no better, for I found his legs fwathed. 

Through the midft of the valley there ran a river, narrow, but very deep. The 
Blacks founded the ford to carry us over where there was leaft water, which was four 
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foot deep. We lay in our hammocks, and two of the luftied carriers held the ftaff 
over their heads, not without danger of falling together into the water $ but they only 
laughed at it, and flopped to bathe themfelves. We took notice of abundance of very 
beautiful birds of feveral colours, green, red, yellow, and fome which 1 thought the 
fined with white feathers and black fillets, looking like the dales of filh ; their tail, 
eyes, beak, and feet of the colour of fire. Thefe are Ethiopian parrots, which talk 
like thofe of America, and are rarely brought into Europe, but fcarce ever into Italy. 

Being very near Bamba, I heard a bell, which they told me belonged to our con¬ 
vent, feated on a hill. F. Michael Angelo had made it ring to mafs, and having faid 
it, came to meet us with feveral Blacks playing on indruments after their manner. 
After performing my devotions in the church for my good jourtiey, I went into the 
convent, where I found , four little cells of mud-walls, covered with draw, an entry and 
porch, and facridy or vedry, and church, all built with the fame materials. Whild 
we were giving one another an account of what had happened to us, there came arBlack 
from the great duchefs to bid me welcome, and let me know fhe was defirous to fee 
me. Finding myfelf very much weakened, and fpent with continual fweating, I defired 
him to excufe me to her, and allure her that as foon as I was a little recovered 1 would 
not fail of going to pay my refpects to her. I had great need of red, but being in a 
drange country where every thing was new to me, curiofity made me go out to fee our 
garden, where I could not fufSciently admire fuch variety of fruits of the earth, not 
only of Africa, but of America and Europe, obferving all thofe forts there which I had 
before feen in Brazil. Thofe of Europe were grapes, fennel, cardoons or thidles, all 
forts of falleting, gourds, cucumbers, and many other forts, but no pears, apples, 
nuts, or fuch like fruits as require a cold climate. At night the duchefs fent me a bottle 
of wine made of the palm-tree, as white as milk. I taded a little, but neither I nor 
F. Michael Angelo liked it, we gave it to our Blacks, who looked upon it as a great 
dainty, often repeating the word Malaf, which among them fignifies wine. 

It is to be obl'erved that in the kingdom of Congo there are two harveds every year; 
they begin to fow in January, and reap in April. After that they have their winter 
when our dimmer is, but that winter is like a fweet fpring or autumn in Italy. The 
heat begins again in September, when they fow again, and have a harved in December. 

F. Michael Angelo had already taken feveral Blacks into our fervice, and fettled the 
affairs of the houfe. The houfe and church being old, and threatening ruin, he had 
thoughts of building new ones. He had appointed two of our Blacks to be gardeners, 
one to be cook, one facridan, two to go fetch water to drink and drefs our meat, one 
to look after the little {hells which ferve inftead of money in that country, and to buy 
honey, wax, fruit, meal, and buck-wheat; and our interpreter, who continued with us. 
We found a great many Blacks who underdood Portuguefe, Bamba being in the road 
to go to St. Salvador ; thefe Blacks having often occafion to fpeak that language with 
thofe that carried fuch merchandife as the Portuguefe merchants at Loanda tranfport to 
St. Salvador. Bamba is a great town, feventy leagues from the fea, the capital of the 
province of that name, and well peopled, becaufe of the great duke’s redding there. 

I went to vifit the great duchefs, and we agreed together to fend a Black to the great 
duke, to advife him to make a truce with the enemy, and return to his own edate. 
But being informed that the King of Congo was come to Pemba, diftant ten days’ 
journey from Bamba, F. Michael Angelo told me we ought to lay hold of that oppor¬ 
tunity to go both of us to pay our refpe&s to him, and the more becaufe our labour 
would not be lod ; for whatfoever place we went through, we fhould find children 
and Youth to baptife and indruft, and might preach our holy faith. We fet out the 
J next 
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next day with feveral Blacks allowed os by the great duchefs, rather for our guard than 
any thing elfe, we carrying nothing with us but what was rieceffary for faying mafs, 
and for our fubfiflence, leaving the relt in our houfe. We being to pafs over fome 
very defert mountains, were told that abundance of lions were abroad, and that it was 
requifite to give them time to get further off and lofe themfelves in the w r ood ; which 
moved us, that we might force them away thefooner, and not lofe our time to no pur- 
pofe, to fet fire to the fields, as we had done in the way to Bamba, and it fucceed- 
ed with us ; for the wind fpreading the flame every way, made the lions go off very 
foon. 

We found abundance of children to baptize by the way as we had forefeen; and 
being come to Pemba, went to our bofpithim , or little houfe of reception, where F. An¬ 
thony de Saraverre, a Capuchin of the province of Tufcany, r elided, who received us 
very courteoufly, and was aftonifhed to fee us fo young, for we could not make up fixtv 
. years between us. Having told him our defign, which was to pay our refpedts to His 
Majefly, and return immediately to our miffion of Bamba; we prefentlv heard a great 
node of trumpets, fifes, drums and comets, which drew near us; and F. Anthony told 
us, it was certainly His Majefly, and we might go out and falute him. No fooner were 
we out of the convent, bat we met the King, who was a young Black about twenty 
years of age, all clad with a fear let cloak and gold buttons. He commonly wears white 
bufleins upon carnation filk (lockings, or of any other colour; but they fay he has new 
clothes every day, which I could hardly believe in a country where fine fluffs and good 
tailors are fcarce. Before him went twenty-four young Blacks, all tons of dukes or 
marquiffes, who wore about their middle a hankerchiel of palm-tree died black, and a 
cloak of blue European doth hanging down to the ground, but all of them bare-headed 
and footed. All his officers, being about an hundred, were much in the fame drefs* 
After them came a croud of other Blacks, with only thole black hankerchiefs. 

Near to His Majefly was a Black, who carried his umbrella of filk, of a fire-colour, 
laced with gold ; and another who carried a chair of carnation velvet, with gold nails, 
and the wood all gilt. Two others, clad in red coats, carried his red hammock, but I 
know not whether it was filk or died cotton; the flaff was covered with red velvet. 
We bowed and faluted His Majefly, whofe name was D. Alvaro, the fecond King of 
Congo. He told us we had obliged him in coming into his kingdom, for the good of 
his fubjefts,, but that it would be more pleafirig to him, if we would go along with him 
to St. Salvador. We humbly thanked him, and anfwercd, that there was more need 
of us at Bamba, thete being never a prieft in ail that province, whereas there were 
many at St. Salvador. After this we talked with him of feveral matters concerning 
Italy and Portugal; after which he ordered his fecretary, who was a Mulatto, tp give 
us letters of recommendation to the great duke, that upon all occafions whatfoever he 
might not fail to aflifl us in all things relating to our miffion, or our private concern. 

Being thus difmiffed by His Majefly, he made us feveral prefents, as we did of feve¬ 
ral jewels of devotion, which were very acceptable to him, he being a perfon very reli¬ 
gious and aft able. We took leave of F, Anthony, and thanked him, returning very 
well fatisfied that we had faluted the King, and feen in what flate he goes, carrying luch 
a number of people about with him. King Alphonfo the Third in 1646, when he gave 
audience to fome miffioners of our order, was more richly dad. He had on a veil of 
cloth of gold fet with precious (tones, and on his hat a crown of diamonds, befides other 
(tones of great value. He fat on a chair under a canopy of rich crimfon velvet with 
gilt nails, after the manner of Europe; and under his feet was a great carpet, with two 
(tools .of the fame colour and filk, laced with gold. 
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We went through our journey eafily enough, meeting with no particular obftacle, 
and every day faw all forts of beafts, fo that one would have thought they had rendez- 
voufed there from all parts of the earth. One day as we were upon the road I heard 
the crying as it were of a little child; and making the Blacks, who went very fall, Hop, 
bid them take notice of that voice, to go fee what it was. “ We hear it,” faid they laugh¬ 
ing, “ but it is a great bird that cries fo.” Which was true, for within a moment after 
we faw it rife oft' the ground and fly away. It was a bird bigger than an eagle, of a dark 
yellow. During this expedition both going and coming home, we had certainly ftarved 
had we not been paid for our ecclefiaftical functions. It is true, the people of the 
country are very charitable among themfelves; for if we gave one of them any thi ng 
to eat, he would give a little of it to the next he met, and fo all of them eat together, 
which ought to put many Europeans to the blulh, who let the poor llarve rather than give 
them a bit of bread. This I fay without any reflection upon thofe who have more 
compaflion for their neighbour’s wants. 

Being come again to Bamba, they began to bring us children to baptize, from all the 
country about. Others came to be married, but thefe were few, and only fome of the 
belt fort and moll civilized $ for the main difficulty lies in bringing the multitude to 
keep but one wife, they being wholly averfe to that law. Others Tent us their children 
to School, which we were fain to keep in the church, becaufe of the great number of 
them, infomuch that upon holidays not only the church, but all the place before it, was 
full. We often faid two maffes a day ; true it is, we ufually went to fay the fecond in 
another Libatte, where the Macolonte treated us with kidney-beans, common beans, 
and other things the women fow in the country, fcarce eating any thing elfe, whiift they 
are there, and at work. When harveft is over, which is twice a year, they put all the 
kidney-beans into one heap, the Indian wheat into another, and fo of other gram: then 
giving the Macolonte enough for his maintenance, and laying afide what they defign 
for fowing, the reft is divided at fo much to every cottage, according to the number of 
people each contains. Then all the women together 1 till and fow the land for a new 
harveft, the earth being fruitful and black like the people. 

So they have fomething to eat, they do not trouble themfelves about laying in great 
ftore of provifions, fcarce minding in the morning whether they foal! have any thing at 
night for fupper. It has often happened, when I have been travelling with them, that 
having nothing to give them, becaufe I had it not for myfelf, they without any concern 
would take a piece of wood which they cut and foaped fo as to lerve inftead of a mat¬ 
tock, and fitting down on the ground would cut up the grafs, and near the roots found 
certain little white balls which they fed on: which did not a little furprife me, for hav¬ 
ing tailed of them, I could not for my life fwallow one of them; and yet after fuch a 
wretched meal, they would fkip, dance and laugh, as^ if they had been at a feaft. 
What greater happinefs can there be, than not to be afflifted when a man has nothing, 
nor fo much as to defire what he has not ? So when they have any thing good to eat, 
they exprefs no more fatisfaCtion than when they have the worft. 

Our employment continued as ufual. There was never a day but we baptized eight 
or ten children, and fometimes fifteen or twenty, the "poor people coming many leagues 
to us, which we confidering refolved to divide, one to ftay in the monaftery, and the 
other to go into the country. F. Michael Angelo offered to go abroad iirft, promifing 
not to ftay above a fortnight, and to let me hear from him, I being to take my turn after 
the fame manner, to the end that by this means both the town and country might 
receive fome fpiritual comfort. During his abfence I continued adminiftering baptilm, 
and teaching fohool. The great duchefs had two fons, D. Peter and D. SabaU ian, who 

neve* 


VOYAGE TO CONGO J 3 Y ANGELO AND CAHLI. 


169 

never miffed coming, efpecially to learn Portuguefe, At the fame time I inftm&ed 
them in die myfteries of faith, and their genius appeared to be fuitable to their birth, 
though Blacks; being of a lharp and ready wit, learning all I taught them, and behav¬ 
ing themfelves as became fuch princes. Now and then Tome Black would come to me 
to complain that a wolf had devoured one of his children in rhe night; to which I 
anfwered, “ What would you have me to do ? If you who are the father or mother do 
not take care of them, mu ft I look to them, who do not know where they go?” For to 
fay the truth, they take no more care of them when they are big, than if they were none 
of their own, 

I began then to be fenfible what it was to live without eating bread, or drinking wine: 
for though I was well in health, I had very much to do to (land upon my legs, I was 
fo fpent with living upon that food which has fo little nourishment, and with which I 
was forced to be fatisfied in thofe pVts. So I recommended myfelf to God, that it 
might pleafe him to preferve my health, for the benefit of thofe poor Blacks ; not fo 
much, to fay the truth, becaufe I found myfelf incapable of undergoing very long the 
fatigue of our continual employment, as becaufe of the little likelihood there was of fee¬ 
ing any other miffioners come into that country to fucceed us, and to eafe me of that 
employment, which I found to be above my ftrength. 

One evening an hour after fun-fet, I heard abundance of people finging* but in fuch 
a doleful tone as caufed horror. I inquired of my domeftics what that meant; they 
anfwered, it was the people of fome Libatte, that came with their Macolonte to difcipline 
themfelves in the church, becaufe it was a Friday in March. This furprized me, and 
I prefently fent to open the church-doors, light two candles, and ring the bell* Before 
they came in, they continued a quarter of an hour on their knees before the church, 
finging the falve regina in their language, with a very doleful harmony; then being 
come into the church, I gave them all holy water* They were about two hundred 
men carrying great logs of wood of a vail: weight, for the greater penance. I fpoke 
a few words to them of the benefit of penance, which if we will not undergo in 
this world, we fliall be forced to endure in the next. They were all on their knees, 
and beat their breafts. I caufed the candles to be put out, and they difciplined 
themfelves a whole hour with leather-thongs and cords made of the bark of trees* 
After that we laid the litanies of our Lady of Loretta; and having difmiffed them, they 
returned home, leaving the branches of trees they brought without the church, which 
ferved us in the garden* This aftion, fo much to be admired in thofe poor people, 
comforted and encouraged me, confidering how it pleafed God thofe miferable Ethio¬ 
pians, almoft deftitute of all fpiritual afiiltance, Ihould one day upbraid the Europeans 
for their negligence, fince they are fo far from doing any thing, though they have full 
liberty and conveniency, that they even defpife thofe that do, and in comtemptible man¬ 
ner call them. Hermits, Executioners of Chrift, and Wry Necks. Be this laid without 
offence to thofe who do not approve of fuch injurious words, and whofe thoughts are 
more agreeable to their character of Catholics. 

Another night after the Ave-Mary bell, our Blacks that were in the garden called me 
to lee the heaven burn. I went out, imagining it might be fome fire on a mountain, but 
found it was one of the greateft blazing ftars I ever faw in my life* I told them how it 
was called, and that it foreboded fome ill to the world; that therefore they Ihould do 
penance for the fins they had committed againft the majefty of fo great a God, who is 
merciful to bear with finners, but juft with thofe that are impenitent. It was in March 
1668 that this comet appeared. 

One day they brought me a quantity of round roots like our Truffes (in Englifli, pig¬ 
nuts) \ but thefe grow on trees, and are as big as a lemon : opening them, there appear 
vol, xvi. z four 
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four or five fuch nuts red within. To keep them frefh, they put earth about them j 
tfhen they will eat them, they waftt them, tafte a little of each, and drink of their 
water. In eating of them they have a little bitterifhnefs, but the water drank after 
makes them very fweet. In their language they call them Colla; and I having ob- 
ferved that the Portuguefe made great account of them at Loanda, had fome fought 
out, and fent them to thofe gentlemen, my good patrons, who in return fent me fome 
prefents come from Europe, 

F. Michael Angelo returned well pleafed with his progrefs, having baptized abun¬ 
dance of infants and youths, who had never feen priefts; for there are but fix Capu¬ 
chins in the whole kingdom, except at St. Salvador; and thefe have the hardeft talk ia 
the world to preferve their health; and when any one of them dies, as it often happens, 
it is a matter of no frnall difficulty to get another into his place. My companion being 
come home, he applied himfelf to cultivate the garden, whefice he had our chief nou- 
rilhment; and finding there fome vine-plants, he traniplanted them to a rifing ground. 
He fcwed feveral forts of European grain, which all came up in perfedion. He had 
brought with him a great many iron tools ; for having baptized very many in a Libatte, 
that was near an iron mine, he had caufed fpades, {hovels, hooks, axes, and other uten- 
fils to be made of it for the garden and cutting of wood. He alfo caufed to be made 
twelve fharp fpears two foot in length, to be fixed upon ftaves, to ferve the Blacks to 
defend themlelves againll the wild beafts when they go through the defarts ; for being 
fometimes furprized when they leaft think of it, they can make no ufe of their bows. 

The lather told me what had happened to him during his abfence ; and particularly, 
that flying once from the paws of a tiger, he was forced to run a great way into a 
thicket of brambles, there being never a tree to get up, without which ffiift he muft 
have loft his life, as one of the Blacks did; who, to avoid pricking his {kin among the 
briars, trailed to the fwiftnefs of his heels, which could not deliver him from death, 
that mercilefs beaft foon overtaking him. The Capuchin habit did the Father a kindnefs 
to keep off the prickles of the thorns, which had made as many holes in his legs as in 
a cullender. 

I fet out in my turn, after faying mafs, with twenty of thofe who had accompanied 
F. Michael Angelo, and came to feveral places where no Capuchin had been of many 
years; fo that in fome Libattes I baptized above a hundred children, taking fomething 
of thofe that would give, and beftowing my charity for God’s fake on thofe that had 
nothing. I accepted of the prefents of the Macolontes, wffiich were beans and kidney- 
beans, to maintain thofe that went with me, who were fatisfied to attend us, provided 
we maintained them. In fome places they fled as foon as they faw me, having, in all 
probability, never feen any Capuchins. After fifteen days’ travel, during which time 
I never returned to the fame place, I came back to our houfe, where I found my com¬ 
panion bufy in the garden, which he had made up after the manner of Italy, and planted 
vines, orange, and' lemon-trees, fo that one would have thought it was not the fame 
garden we found there at our coming. 

Since that nation has received the faith of Jefus Chrift, there ftill remain among them 
abundance of forcerers and enchanters, (as there are heretics in Europe,) who are the 
ruin of thofe people, otberwife tra&able enough. It is in a manner impoffibie for the 
King to root them out, infomuch as that Prince, who is a very good Chriftian and 
zealous catholic, has given leave to feveral of his great men, who know their lurking- 
places, to fire their cottages ; but they having fpies abroad, though they meet at night, 
make their efcape, and are very feldom taken. 

The great duke was now come home, and frequented our convent every day. He 
was furprized to fee the alteration of our garden; and the more, becaufe in thofe parts 
* n the 
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the country is always green3 and when the ground is burnt any where, the grafs fprings 
up again immediately. I enquired once of the great duke, where he had left his army* 
which confifted of one hundred and fifty thoufand Blacks, He told me he had dropped 
them in the Libattes as he came along* to which they belonged3 and when he came to 
Bamba he had but ten thoufand left. It is not to be admired there fhould be fo many 
people 3 for there being no fort of religious perfon, and molt of them keeping as many 
wives as they pleafe, the country cannot chufe but be well peopled. One of the kings 
of Congo led nine hundred thoufand Blacks to the war againft the Portuguefe, an army 
one would think Ihould make all the world fliake; and yet the Fortuguefe gave him 
battle with four hundred mufketeers, and two field-pieces. The terror of that cannon 
loaded with partridge-lhot, and the death of the King, put them to flight, I fpoke 
with the very Portuguefe who cut off that King’s head, and he allured me they found 
all the utenfils belonging to him of beaten gold. For that reafon they do not at prefent 
work in the gold-mines, which are near thofe of iron we have Ipoken of, left the Por¬ 
tuguefe Ihould make war upon them 3 for what mifchief will not gold flir up men to ? 

There was fcarce a day but the duke, who lived near us, came to our church, in 
which there was a chapel of timber-work pretty big, where were the tombs of the 
dukes deceafed, over which there were figures made of day like our mortars, coloured 
with red. He once told us he had refufed to be king, that he might be nearer the 
Portuguefe, to have the opportunity fometimes of drinking wine and brandy. We 
underltood him perfectly well, but would not feem to do fo, to prevent ufing him to 
fuch familiarity ; for it is difficult to get wine to fay mafs, there being none but what 
is brought out of Europe. This duke went habited like the King, but with fewer at¬ 
tendants, He wore a coat down to his knees made of palm-tree leaves dyed black, 
and over it a cloak of blue cloth 3 a red cap with a gold galloon about it 3 about his 
neck he had a large pair of beads with above fifty medals, his legs and feet bare like 
the reft. The (on of fome lord carried his hat, another his fcymitar, and a third his 
arrows. Fifty Blacks went before hini playing confufedly on feveral inftruments ; 
twenty-five men of note, and one hundred archers followed him. It is no difficult 
matter to find fuch abundance of foldiers, the men exercifmg no trade, except fome 
few who work in iron, or make thofe clothes of palm-tree leaves. 

The women of quality wear the fineft doth of Europe, whereof they make petti¬ 
coats down to their heels. They cover their back, breaft, and left arm, with a fliort 
mantle of the fame fort, leaving their right arm naked. The inferior fort wear fluffs 
of lefs value, and the commonalty fluffs made of palm-tree leaves, whereof they have 
only a petticoat. 

F. Michael Angelo one day told me he found himfelf much fpent, and prefently 
after he fell into a fever3 which troubled me very much, and the more, becaufe in 
that country there are neither phyficians por medicines, but all mufl be left to nature. 
Bleeding is the only remedy ufed, and to that piirpofe I feat to the great duke’s lurgeon: 
he was a Black, who had learned that profeflion at Loanda 3 for being ufed to bleed 
the Blacks, it was eafier for him to pra&ife upon the Whites, whofe veins are more 
vifibJe. During his ficknefs, F, Philip our fuperior came to Bamba, which was a great 
relief to me, becaufe he fpoke the language of the country, and knew the manner 
of curing fick perfons in thofe parts. I was fenfible I ihould have need of his affift* 
ance, nor being very well myfelf. Our fick man let me underftand that difeafe would 
be his laft, becaufe he found it prevailed upon him. I fpoke fome words of comfort 
to him, fignifying that his difeafe being but a double tertian, he might hope to recover 3 
but however advifed him to leave all to God, and refign himfelf up to his holy will. 

z % Soon 
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Soon after he complained of a pain in his left ear, which fpread over his neck. 1 
miltrufted it might be an ulceration in the almonds of his ears, and acquainted the 
foperior with my thoughts, who was of the fame opinion. We anointed him with 
oil of Angelico made at Rome, which feemed to work a wonderful effeft, taking 
away the pain; but it removed to the other fide, and the fwelling in the throat in- 
created, which made us forbear ufing our oil, for fear it might do more harm than. 
good; and to fay the truth, hearing him complain with fo flight a fever, I concluded 
he was worfe inwardly than appeared outwardly. In Ihort, notwithftanding all the 
care we took of him, I had the mortification to lee him die the fifteenth day, having 
received all the facraments, and exprefled a faint-like refignation; hoping that the 
Lord, who does not forget to reward his fervants, lets him now enjoy the recompence 
of all his labours. 

My heart was more fenfible of my trouble for this lofs than my pen can exprefs; 
and, without doubt, had not our fuperior been there, fent by God’s fpecial direction 
in fo forrowful a conjuncture, and giving us all worldly and ipiritual affiftance, I had 
died too, having already loft half my life, in that of the dear companion of my travels, 
fnatched away by death. He had been blooded fifteen times; and, being apprehen- 
five it was too much, I gave an account at my return of his diftemper to the phylician 
at Angola. He told me it had been better to have bled him thirty times; but his hour 
was come, and it was the will of God. 

The fuperior finding me in a fever, which increafed, thought Providence had fent 
him to bury us both, and would iiGt go away till he had feen the end of it: however, 
he refolved to try means to cure me, caufing me to be blooded twice a day, which I 
fuffered to be done without fpeaking one word : but, in truth, that ufage in a few days 
brought me into a defperate condition, having been forty times blooded, and the fever 
never decreafing. I confelfed, and received the holy viaticum , being nothing but lkin 
and bones. The father, but for whofe charity I believe I had died like a beaft, per¬ 
ceiving the difeafe was like to be tedious, the fury of the fever abating, gave me to 
under Hand, that for the good of the million he muft of neceflity be gone. I had fcarce 
ftrength, bowing myfelf, to tell him, that fince he could not ftay longer, he Ihould 
inform my Blacks how they ought to manage me; and that he would pleafe to fend 
F. Michael de Orvietto to me, with whom I had travelled, and who knew how to look 
to the lick. He promifed to do fo, but his orders mifcarrying, he came not. 1 was 
left in my bed, not able to turn myfelf; and the worft was, that fo much bleeding had 
almoft blinded me. In that condition, half alive and half dead, I was left to the mercy 
of thofe Blacks, who ftole what they could, and brought me, when they thought of 
it, a porringer of broth j I being able to fwallow nothing of fubftance, and loathing all 
fuftenance. 

One day, when I was more caft down with melancholy and fadnefs than the diftem¬ 
per itfelf, I received a vifit from a Portuguefe jefuit, who came from St. Salvador, and 
was returning to the college atLoanda. When he faw me in that miferable condition, 
« How now. Father,” faid he, « are you fo fick, and yet ftay in this defert?” “ I 
came,” faid I, “ very well in health into this country, but after lofing my companion, 
I fell fick, and have been now fome months ftruggling with death; but I perceive it is 
not God’s will it Ihould have the upper hand, though it was one of my withes.” Two 
days he ftaid comforting me, and prefented me with fome pullets, which were more 
acceptable for coming from his hand, than for their own rarity. We confeffed to one 
another, he declaring it was a fatisfaCtion to him to be thus provided, being to pafs 
through many places, where the firing of the dry herbage made the wild beafts run 
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about the country. He allured me that, as he came, he was forced to get up a tree, 
though there were fixty Blacks with him, to avoid death threatened them by two tigers. 
Therefore we are not to believe what fome authors have writ, that the tigers do not 
aflauit Whites, but only Blacks. 

After his departure I remained with my continual diftemper; but what comforted 
me was, that every day I baptized ten or twelve children ; and not being able to lit 
up alone in my bed, was held up by two Blacks, another holding the book, and an¬ 
other the balbn, receiving what alms they gave me; not for my own fake, for I could 
eat nothing, but for my family, who would all of them have forfaken me had they 
wanted meat. I married feveral of the chief people; one of them gave me a foe-goal, 
whofe milk I drank every day, which indeed was little in quantity, but counted a great 
dainty in that country. This happinefs I had in my indifpofition, that I flept all night, 
which is twelve hours long, never varying half an hour all the year round. I would 
willingly have eaten an egg, but fick people there are forbid eggs, they being looked 
upon as umvholefome for thole that are ill, being too hot in thole parts. Whiift I lay 
thus in bed, feveral cripples came to beg of me, and I gave them fome of thofe foells 
that ferve in (lead of money, of which three thoufand five hundred make the value of a 
piftole; fo many are given for a pullet, for at Lilbon a pullet is worth a crown, in 
Brazil a piece of eight, at Angola ten foillings, and at Congo a piftole, which feems 
to me cheaper than a crown at Lilbon. 

My bed was again ft the wall, which was of fat clay ill put together, and might well 
be called a neft of rats ; for there were fo many of them, and fo large, that they trou¬ 
bled me very much, running over me every night, and biting my toes, which broke 
my reft very much. To prevent this, I caufed my bed to be laid in the middle of the 
room, but to no purpofe, for thofe curfed creatures knew where to find me. I caufed 
mats to be laid all about my bed for my Blacks to lie on, and defend me not only againft 
the rats, but any other wild creatures that might come. This precaution Hood me in 
no ftead, for there was no night but the rats difturbed me. Another confideration 
moved me to keep thofe Blacks in my chamber, which was, that they might fee how I 
lived, and be witnefies of my behaviour, that country being no more free from detrac¬ 
tion than others. 

I took the freedom to acquaint the great duke with the trouble I had from the rats, 
and the llink of my Blacks, who had always ibme wild and difagreeable fmell. He 
faid he would give me an infallible remedy againft thofe two inconveniences, and that, 
had he known it fooner, he would not have failed of lending it: this was a little mon¬ 
key that would expel the ill lcent by that of his fkin, which fmelt of mufk. I gave 
him a thoufand thanks for his charity towards me, and faid I foould expert that favour 
from him. He fent me the tame monkey, whom I laid at the feet of my bed, and who 
performed his duty exaftly ; for when the rats came as they were wont, the monkey 
blew hard at them two or three times, and made them run away ; and the feent of 
niuik with which be perfumed the chamber, corre&ed the ill fmell of the Blacks. 
Thefe monkeys are not the fame creatures as the civet cats, for I have feen feveral of 
thofe cats at Loanda, where they keep them fout up in a wooden cage, and fattened 
with an iron or fitver-chaiii, and the owner of them once a week, with a fpoon, takes 
oft" the civet, which they call Angeglia, and which is found in a purfe between the hind 
legs. In foort, the little monkey did me extraordinary fervice, not only for thofe ufes 
already mentioned, but to keep my head and beard clean and combed, better than any 
of the Blacks would have done : and, to fay the truth, it is eafier to teach thofe mon¬ 
keys than the Blacks; for thele have enough to do to learn one thing well, but the 
others every thing they are put to dexterouily. 

10 I juft 
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I juil began to mend, though the fever had not left me, when one night as 1 lay 
afleep, I felt the monkey had leaped upon my head; I thought the rats had frightened 
him, but at the fame time the Blacks arofe crying, “ Out,*out, Father.” Being tho¬ 
roughly awake, I alked them what was the matter; te The ants/’ faid they, “ are 
broke out, and there is no time to be loft.” There being no poflibility for me to ftir, 

I bid them carry me into the garden, which they did, four of them lifting me upon my 
ftraw bed : their nimblenefs flood me in good ftead, for the ants already began to run 
upon my legs, and get to my body. After (baking them off, they took ftraw, and 
fired k on the floor of four rooms, where the ants were already above half a foot thick; 
and there muft needs be a wonderful quantity, for befides the chambers, the porch 
and walking-place were full. They being deftroyed by fire, as I faid, I was carried 
back to my chamber, where the ftink was fo great, that I was forced to hold the mon¬ 
key clofe to my face. Having caufed the mats to be fhaken, we had fcarce flept half 
an hour before I was awaked by the light of a flame of fire at the chamber-door : I 
called my people to fee what it was ; they found die fire had taken hold of the thatch 
of the houfe, and fearing the fire might increafe with the wind, I caufed myfelf to be 
carried again into the garden. The fire being put out, we endeavoured to go to fleep 
again, but all this hurry had difcompofed me too much ; and before the troublefome 
night’was quite over, I heard a great noife near us: I waked my Blacks that they might 
be in readinefs, in cafe there was fome other army of beafts to engage. One of them 
laid hold of one of the halberts F. Michael Angelo had caufed to be made, and went 
out to fee who made all that hurly-burly: he came back again to tell us, that the pif- 
mires having again broke into a neighbouring cottage, they had burnt them as we did ; 
but the hut being all of ftraw, it was confumed as well as the ants, which made the 
Blacks get out of their houfes for fear the wind fhould carry about the flame and burn 
all that quarter. I got off, caufing myfelf to be once more carried into the garden, 
riving God thanks that he had delivered me from the pifmires ; for had I been alone 
fall: in my bed, and unable to ftir, as I then was, it is certain they had eaten me up 
alive. This often happens in the kingdom of Angola, where in the morning there are 
cows' found devoured in the night by ants, and nothing left of them but the bones. It 
is no finall deliverance to efcape them, for there are fome that fly, and are hard to be 
removed from the place where they lay hold; but God be praifed that my body was 
not devoured by them alive. _ 

I had a young tiger given me, which I did not care to keep, elpeciaily became the 
monkey would not lie upon the bed with him: I gave it goat’s milk to preferve it, but 
it did not live long, and I was not forry for it, it being no fatisfa&ion to me to fee that 
fine beaft, though little, and as yet unfit to do like the old ones. The great duke’s 
vifits were a great comfort to me, and when he could not come himfelf, he fent (ome 
of his chief men, who would ftay three or four hours fitting about me upon mats; but 
they always having their pipes in their mouths, and the fmoke oftending my head, I was 
forced to tell them they would oblige me in coming, but that I begged_ of them for 
God’s fake not to take tobacco in our houfe, and that the rather becaufe their pipes which 
are an ell long have great bowls like a little pot, which are never out. They were fo 
obliging as to comply with me, and when they came, left their pipes in the garden. 

I found no other remedy for my diftemper but to recommend myfelf to God, through 
the intercefiion of the glorious St. Anthony of Padua. In ftiort, after long continuing 
irrefolute I refolved to caufe myfelf to be carried to Loanda, notwithfhnding I was 
fenfible of the fatigue of the journey, and could find no Black that would go along 
to be my interpreter. I fpoke to the great duke, who promiled me a great many 
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Blacks* but he found not enough to carry all my baggage, part whereof was therefore 
left behind to be itolen. I took another way different from that we came, and did not 
pafs through Dante : all the poor Blacks flocking about me at my departure, came to 
exprefs their concern for lofmg me, and I comforted them with the hopes of my return, 
if it lhould pleafe God to reftore my health. 

I went as far as the next Libatte without an interpreter, but could fpeak enough 
to be underftood. I endured all that can be imagined in fuch a condition, for my con- 
fcience checked me for putting myfelf into fuch danger, as if I would have tempted 
God; but 1 had fuch confidence in St.Anthony, whom I had taken for my advocate, 
that l fancied 1 faw him before my hammock. During all this journey, which lafted 
twenty-five days, I could not open my mouth till night, fo that the Blacks often came 
to fee whether I was not dead. One day being to pals through a river, they diicovered 
about twenty-five elephants that were gone to drink, which troubled them very much, 
and made them flay till they were gone another way from us. Haying eroded the 
river with fome danger, the two Blacks who carried me going up a hill, did not hold 
the fluff fall, and let me fall plump on the ground, which put me quite belide myfelf, 
the ftaff having hit me on the head and almoft broke it: they took me up again, and 
I bound my head with a handkerchief without (peaking one word, fearing if I com¬ 
plained of being hurt, they might leave me there, and fly unto the woods; therefore I 
thought it better to hold my tongue than talk to people that have no compaflion. 

Being come to a Libatte, they left me alone in a cottage upon a little ffraw, and 
carried away my ftaff I had brought out of Italy, but I was refolved to be concerned 
at nothing. I looked whether any body would come in, being very weak for want of 
fuftenance ; but nobody appeared all day till fun-letting, when the women returned 
with their children from their labour in the fields; I defired them to boil me a pullet 
I had brought with me: they having drefled it very well, I took the broth, and gave 
them the fowl, which made a great feaft among them. Ail my fuftenance during the 
journey was a porringer of broth a day. I hey gave me two Niceftas, which are fo 
refrefliing and dainty, that 1 could not forbear eating of them, though cautioufly, for 
fear of caufing my diftemper to increafe upon me. 

Next day they carried me to a Libatte, where I found all the people made fluffs of 
palm-tree leaves, and therefore would not leave their bufmefs to carry me. Finding, 
them pofitive, and not knowing what other way to take, I bethought myfelf of a bag 
of thofe {hells they call Zimbi, I had along with ine, and began to call them, but they 
were deaf to me, though fitting in the next cottages on the ground about their fire; 
that is their ufual pofture. After night-fall, that tile women are returned out of the 
fields with their children, they light a fire in the middle of their cottage, fit round it 
on the ground, and eat of what they have brought ; then they talk till fleep makes 
them fall backwards, and fo they ipend the night without any further ceremony. 
Finding it was to no purpofe to call and fpend my breath, l dragged out of^ the bed 
where they had laid me, which was about a foot from the ground, and crawling upon 
all four to the cottage-door, called a Muleche, or young lad, who was playing with 
his companions, and getting him to help me, opened my portmanteau, whence 1 drew* 
the bag of Zimbis, and fluking the bag, that they might found, drew thofe hard¬ 
hearted Blacks to me, and told them 1 would pay them in Zimbis if they would carry 
me to the next Libatte: they agreed to it, but being too few to carry all my goods, 
part of them was left to their dilcretion. There was no remedy but patience, and at 
length, by the help of Zimbis, beads, and medals, I came to Bamba, the firft place 
belonging to the Portuguefe. 
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There I was met by a Portuguefe, who lived in the place, with a prieft of Portu- 
guefe extraction, but born in Africk; they carried me to their houfe, and feeing my 
countenance as yellow as faffron, faid to me, “ Father, how came you to rravel 
t rough thefe delarts in fuch a condition ?” I could not anfwer them, nor open my 
eyes, they underftandmg by my carriers that I had eaten but one porringer of broth 
a-day, and never Ipoke all the way, endeavoured to bring me to myfelf with malmfey 
and new-laid eggs. Being a little recovered, I found all their people weeping about 
me. 1 told them nothing had befallen me but what I had forefeen when I left Italy, 
and that I had concluded I Ihould not return out of that country, as is the common 
fate or the miffioners feat thither. I continued there two days, and having thanked 
them for their civility and charity they had ufed towards me, went away to Loanda. 
The Portugueie gentleman would needs bear me company thither. 1 was kindly 
received by the chief men of my acquaintance, who wondered Jo fee me alive (till with 
that dead countenance. . They fent me foine refrelhment, which I did not tafte for want 
of appetite: there I continued fix months without being able to ftir out of my bed, and 
never quit of the fever: I lpathed fleffi, and could eat nothing but a little fi/h. After 
that, I bled at the nofe, and loft three or four pounds a day, as if I had not been blooded 
during my ficknefs; the heat I endured going on the hammock contributed much 
towards it: it was furprifing to me that there Ihould be fo much blood in a man’s 
body. The phyfician told me that all the water I drank turned to blood, and I drank 
five or fix bottles a day, for they allow the fick to drink as much as they will. The 
phyfician had me blooded twenty-four times by way of revulfion; for I kept account 
how often I was blooded during my three years ficknefs, which was ninety-feven times, 
without reckoning the blood that ran in great quantities at my nofe, mouth, and ears, 
which to me feems prodigious. 

During my ftay at Loanda, the R. F. John Chryfoftome, fuperior of Loanda, came 
thither with .two or three Capuchins of our million, who had much ado to know me, 
and were yet more furprifed to hear that moft of our fellows were dead in that country. 
The father-fuperior refolving to provide the province of Meffimgrano, one of the 
chiefeft in the kingdom, with miffioners, fent thither F. Peter de Barchi and F. Jofeph 
Mary de Buflette: and within a few days news was brought that one of them was 
dead, and the other at the point of death, which much troubled the fuperior, who had 
taken a great deal of pains to bring them from Italy, which fhews how little that climate 
agrees with our bodies. I defired the father-fuperior to fend me to Colombo, two 
days journey from Loanda, to try to recover my health. I went thither with F. John 
Baptift de Sallizan to a houfe of our father’s near the river Coawza, where there are 
abundance of crocodiles. We have there a very fine garden, in which are orange 
and lemon-trees, and other fort of fruit. There is a fort of fruit in Africk like our 
St. John apple, at the end of which is a chefnut little differing from ours: the apple 
is not eaten becaufe it is full of fibres, but they fuck the juice, which has a mufcadine 
tafte. The chefnut is boiled, and taftes like our almonds, is very hot, but the apple 
cold, and is called Befou. 

Near that place live feveral Portuguefe farmers, who keep a number of fwine, cows, 
and Iheep, but know not how to make cheefe, it being very difficult there to bring 
the milk to curd. We fometimes took the cool air under a fine row of trees ten paces 
diftant, reaching from the church to the river. Thefe trees bear a certain fort of fruit 
like great plums, but very harffi; they hold their leaves all the year round. One 
day as we were walking under thofe trees, vve difcovered a great ferpent crofting the 
river to our fide : we would have made it go back by (homing, and throwing clods of 

earth 


VOYAGE TO CONGO BY ANGELO AND GAMA. 


l 77 


earth for want of {tones, which are not to be found, but in fpite of us it came over* 
and went to take up its poll in a little thicket of reeds near the houfe. There are fome 
of them there twenty-five foot long, and as thick as a good colt, that make but a 
mouthful of a fheep : when they have fwallowed one, they go into the fun to digeft it: 
the Blacks who know the manner of it, watch and kill them, to make a good meal of 
them, for they are as fat as pork; and having flayed them, they throw away nothing 
but the head, the tail and the entrails. 

F. John Baptift gave me an account of his travels in thofe parts of Africk, and 
among the reft, of his being at Caffangi, where a black prince refides who rules a 
large country, and is called Great Lord; that he came there at a time when that 
prince's birth-day was celebrated after an odd manner : he makes all the people of his 
country who can travel come into a great plain; they leave only one place empty, in 
which there are feveral trees, on which there are huts built for the great lord and 
principal men of his kingdom, who go up thither with feveral mufical inftruments 
founding. One of the moil furious lions in the country Is fattened to a tree {landing at 
fome diftance from the reft. The fignal being given, the firing that holds him is cut, 
and then, after fome roaring, he falls upon the firft he meets : they, inftead of flying, 
run together from all parts to kill him, being obliged to do it without any weapon, 
and thinking themfelves happy in dying before their prince* The lion, before he is 
tired, kills feveral of them, and revenges his own death fufficiently, being at laft borne 
down by the multitude. After that, the furvivors eat the dead, and accompany their 
king with abundance of joyful acclamations to his palace, making all parts refound, 
“ Long live the Great Lord of Caffangi” Thus they folemnize this feftival, which 
the Father affured me he had been an eye-witnefs of. A hellifh invention, and fit for 
thofe barbarous people. 

He alfo told me he would go to the kingdom of Malemba or Mattemba, where or late 
years Queen Singa had reigned, who died a Catholic ; but that after her death the 
people forfook the Chriftian religion, and returned to their ancient fuperftitions. I 
agreed with him to go thither, if he could gain admittance into the country, provided 
he fent for me; but when he was gone, 1 heard no more from him, and was left 
alone with two Blacks at Colombo. I baptifed but very few there, the country about 
being poffeffed by the Portuguefe, but fometimes there came boats full of Haves who 
were baptized ; they brought me fait to ufe in the baptifmal water, dug out of the 
mountains, which when pounded is very white. Whilft I was there, the fimermen 
took a great fifh as round as a coach-wheel; in the middle it had two teats, and upon 
it feveral holes through which it fees, hears, and eats, the mouth being a fpan long: 
the fifli is delicious, and the fiefh of ft like fine veal. Of the ribs of it they make 
beads to ftop bleeding ; but having tried them, upon myfelf, they did no good ; this 
diflemper growing upon me, infomuch that they once thought I was dead, which ob- 
Jiged the father-fuperior to make me return to Loanda. 1 he dread of going to ,ea 
again, made me unwilling to go from Colombo, though in other refpecrs the place was 
Jearce to be endured, bein^ tormented day and night with infinite numbers of gnats 
and flies, which almoft darken the air, befides the continual fear of ferpents, crocodiles, 
and lions, who feldom failed a night of devouring fome cow, calf, or Bleep. 

At that time a veflel was loading at Loanda for Brazil. Having obtained leave^ to 
return to Italy, I fpoke with the captain, who was very willing to receive me, thinking 
himfelf happy in having a prieft, and efpecially a Capuchin, with him ; for not only 
the Portuguefe but the Blacks themfelves cannot fufficiently admire to fee us take 
progress into thofe barbarous countries, without propofing to ourfelves any other in. 
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tereft but the fpiritual good of our neighbour, and the propagation of the Catholic 
faith. 1 remember the great duke of Bamba one day fent me feveral Blacks to be my 
Haves; which I would not accept of, but fent them back to him. I afterwards told 
him, I came not into his country to make Haves, but rather to deliver thofe from the 1 
flavery of the devil whom he kept in miferable thraldom. 

The Jhip I went aboard of, when it was ready to fail, was loaded with elephants' 
teeth and flaves, to the number of fix hundred and eighty men, women and children. 
It was a pitiful fight to behold how all thofe people were bellowed. The men were 
Handing in the hold, fattened one to another with Hakes, for fear they fliould rife 
and kill the Whites. The women were between the decks, and thofe that were with 
child in the great cabin; the children in the fteerage prefled together like herrings in a 
barrel, which caufed an intolerable heat and flench. The captain had made me a bed 
upon the quarter-deck, with mats to keep me from the rain and dew. 

This voyage is generally performed in thirty or. thirty-five days at fartheft; becaufe 
there is no occafion to go to the Cape of Good Hope for a wind; but they fail in a 
line: however we were fifty days, being many of them becalmed, during which time 
we endured great heat under the line. Being we made no'way, the captain defired 
me to baptize feme Blacks that came laft aboard, it being forbid, under pain of ex¬ 
communication, to carry any Blacks to Brazil that are not baptized) which I did, in- 
flructing them in the principles of Chriftianity. _ ... 

The Portuguefe, who knew there was danger in that calm we were in, either in 
regard of the great heat of the fun, or becaufe among fo many mouths the provifions 
grew fhort, one day took the image of St.Antony, which they fet againft one of the marts, 
Hying thefe words on their knees; ** St. Antony, our countryman, you lhall bepleafed 
to nand there, till you have given us a fair wind to continue our voyage.” This done, 
and feme prayers faid, feme little wind came up, which fet us forward, and made us 
reioice. We paffed very clofe to the ifland called the Affumption of our Lady; where 
we did not touch, thinking we had no need of any thing. Neverthelefs the voyage 
holding ionger than we had imagined, a few days after we began to want provifions, 
the proveditor not having rightly confidered how great a number of mouths there was 
to 

The captain came to me full of affliftion, and faid, « Father, we are all dead men, 
there is no remedy for it.” My ufual fever being upon me, and a difh of blood before 
me, 1 told him that was no furprifmg news to me, and that having loft fo much 
blood, I did not expeft to live long. He made me fenfible he Jpoke of all the 
lhip in general, and that they wanted provifions, being ftill far out at fea without 
difeovermg any land. To comfort him in feme meafure, I bid him look into the 
Hern-lockers, for 1 remembered my friends had given me feme provifions, which might 
keep the Whites aboard alive feme time; and as for the Blacks, he mull have patience 
if they died, fince there was no poflibility of relieving them; but that neverthelefs 
fince there were ftill forty butts of water, they Ihould give them as much as was ne- 
ceffarv; and the climate being hot, they might live two days at leaft upon water only: 
that yet God might relieve us, and we ought to confide in him, and not give way to 

dG I P would have fpoke feme words of comfort to the lhip’s crew, and filenced them; 
but the difmal news I thought to acquaint them with being already come to their 
knowledge, the children began to cry for mercy; the women hearing them, fet up 
the fame cry, and the men made up the difmal harmony; which would have daunted 
the boldefl heart. In fine, when they were a little pacified, 1 began in Portuguefe to 
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exhort them to confide in the mercy of God, who never forfakes thofe who fincerely 
rely on him; adding, that God fent us that affiidtion to punifli our fins, and 
for the blaiphemies wherewith they diflionoured his holy name, and perhaps becaufe 
fome of them were come aboard without confeflmg. Then turning to the Whites, I 
told them, that the ill example they gave thefe new Chriftians, making themfelves 
drunk every day with brandy, had drawn that punifhment upon them : that the Bleffed 
Virgin was alfo offended at them, becaufe they had given her name, to which all 
refpeft was due* to a rope*s-end, with which they beat the Blacks, which was not the 
way to perfuade them that we believed her to be the mother of God- This diicourfe 
made them again cry Mercy, but with a more iincere intention than at firfk After the 
hymns of the Holy Virgin, which 1 caufed them to repeat, they made a vow to caufe 
eighty maffes to be faid, forty for the fouls in purgatory, and forty in honour of 
St* Antony. 

Their minds being a little fettled, the captain ordered every Black a porringer of 
water; but thofe poor wretches, efpecially the children, began to cry for hunger. 
The companion their cries moved in me, without any means of relieving them, made 
me retire to my cabin of mats. I continued fo a day without eating, for fear of 
fliarpening their hunger if they faw me eat. It was likely that tmlefs God wrought 
fome miracle, we were all loft. 

As I lay full of thefe thoughts, I heard fome begin to talk of living upon man*s 
flefh, fo far had defpair difordered them; for which I reproved them feverely, pro- 
tefting that rather than fuffer any one to be killed to maintain another, I would fa- 
orifice my own life if it might any way contribute to prolong theirs* Notwithftanding 
all this affli£Hon, there were thofe aboard who did not forbear doing fome vile actions. 

The mafter, being drunk, mortally wounded a failor ; but he being the ableft and 
moft experienced Teaman in the fhip, it was requifite to pardon him, and wink at it. 
At length God taking companion on us, we difcovered land; three days we continued 
without eating, and the water was fpent before we got to the ftiore. Who can ex- 
prefs the joy which fucceeded the former forrow! To hear all their difcourfe, one 
would have thought all the people in the fhip had been our of their right fenfes. I 
obferved the fhip lay much more to one fide than the other, and obliged the captain to 
redrefs it, the burden of men being greater on that fide which inclined* He did it by 
filling four calks with fea-water, and faftening them to the other fide* 

We difcovered Cape St-Auguftin, well known to the Portuguefe, and on Sunday 
entered the port of Baya de Todos os Santos, or the bay of All Saints, "the capital 
town of all Brazil, where the viceroy refides. There we found feveral veffels of all 
nations. Next morning feveral boats came to us with merchants and others who had 
Haves aboard. Underftanding we had been fifty days at fea, they concluded that niofl 
of the Blacks were dead, and were pleafingly furprifed when they were told there 
wanted but thirty-three of the number, it often happening that half of them die in 
that paffage* They thanked God for that miracle wrought in their behalf, for it would 
have been a very confiderable lofs, if all the Haves had been dead. 

I went afbqre as well as the reft, but my weaknefs was fuch, I had no ufe of my 
legs. A good woman, into whofe (hop I went, had companion on me, and lent me 
her hammock to carry me in to the Francifcans, who received me very courteoufly. 
A Genoefe captain of my acquaintance would have carried me to his houfe, but I 
excufed myfelf on account of the obliging reception I had met with in the convent; 
declaring that unlefs I found I was a burden to them, I would not leave it till my 
departure out of the country. The governor of the ifland of' St. Thomas, which is 
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under the line, fent his fleward to make me a vifit, and to defire me to come to his 
palace to fee a Capuchin that kept his bed, and had been fixteen years in Africk, 
either in the aforefaid ifland, or the kingdom of Benin and Overola. 1 could not go 
immediately, but went afterwards feveral times to fee that Father, being carried in a 
hammock. He wondered to hear I was fo obedient to my phyfician, who was the'fame 
that had him in hand; but the phyfician told me, that according to his way he could 
not live long; and fo it proved, for he died foon after at Lifoon. 

In this convent there is a chapel of the third order of St. Francis. On Maunday- 
Thurfday the Fathers made a proceffion, in which all the images of faints of the third 
order were carried. Then followed three hundred Blacks, carrying whole trees for 
mortification; others had their arms bound to a great beam in the nature of a crofs, 
and others after other manners. I was told their fathers’ confeffors had enjoined them 
that penance for robbing their mailers, and committing other fins. ^ It is not the cut 
tom there to make fepulchres that week, but they expofe the bleffed facrament with 
an infinite number of white wax-lights, whereof there is great plenty there, as well as 

of honey. . _ , , 

The Genoefe captain, who was to fail for Lilbon, had given me my paffage aboard 
his foip. Being ready to foil, the viceroy fent to defire the captain, that fince he had 
a good fighting foip, he would, for the King’s fake, convoy the merchants’ foips that 
were ready to fail, for fear they might fall into the hands of the Turks when they 
came near the coaft of Portugal; that kept us till Holy Saturday. Leave to depart 
being obtained of the viceroy, the captain fent me word to come aboard, which 1 did, 
aeamftmy will, not liking to begin fo long and dangerous a voyage upon a Holy 
Saturday; but he carrying me out of charity, 1 mull fubmit to his will. We failed, 
firing all the cannon, and all the bells in the town clattering. c 

The foip was like Noah’s ark, for there were aboard it fo many feveral torts oi 
beafts, that what with the noife and the talk of fo many people as were aboard, we 
could not hear one another fpeak. The loading was a thoufand chefts of fogar, three 
thoufand rolls of tobacco, abundance of rich wood for dying and making of cabinets, 
elephants’ teeth; befides the provifion of wood, coals, water, wine, brandy, theep, 
hogs, and turkeys: befides all this, abundance of monkeys of feveial forts, apes, 
baboons, parrots, and feme of thofe birds of Brazil which they call Arracas. I he 
foip carried fifty guns, four-and-twenty patareroes, and other neceffaiies. The people 
aboard were of feveral nations, as Italians, Portuguefe, Englifo, Dutch, Spaniard, 
and Indian Haves who followed their mailers. The great cabin was hired by a 
Portuguefe merchant, whofe name was Amaro, and who was returning to Lifoon with 
all les 8 family, that is, wife and four children ; gave a thoufand crowns for his paffage, 
and had laid 7 out two thoufand upon provifionsf and neceffanes for fo long a voyage. 
That honeft man feeing me fo fick, freely offered me a place in his cabin, which was 
large painted and gilt. I accepted of his oiler, his wife giving her confent, who, 
befog a^virtuous lady, was glad to have a religious man’s company. He wodd have 
allowed me his table, but I told him I was engaged to the captain, but that I might 
breakfall with him fometimes after mafs, which I laid every day m the‘ 
during the voyage, which failed three months, excepting only three days offtormy 
wThi rJdS only he, bur all the Portuguefe aboard were at it. The chaplain of 
the fain laid upon deck to the feamen and officers of the ihip. ; , 

As we were under fail, having fcarce run two leagues, and being bufy pfac«ig 
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five rimes furioufly upon a bank, which threw both the men and goods, not yet lafhed 
to from fide to fide, and put all into a great confternauon, the veffel {ticking faft 
upon the flat. The officers and pilots, in a fright, thought to fave themfelves from 
imminent danger of death, which threatened, and leaped haftily into the boat to get 
to land, which was not far off, for we were frill in the harbour, it being four leagues 
ill length. The failors and paffengers, feeing themfelves forfaken, began to cry aloud, 
“ We are all dead, we are all dead.” And who can be able to defcribe what a fad 
fpe&acle that fhip was, which but juft before looked like a caftle on the fea ? This 
conclufion made me rife from a mat on which I lay ftruggling with a fever ; and being 
upon deck, perceived we made no way, though the fails were all loofe, and a plank 
floating upon the fea, which made it appear the fhip was faft. , , r 

Nothing could be heard but cries and complaints. Some call a barrel into the lea, 
others a roll of tobacco, others a cheft of fugar, to lighten the ffiip, and every one 
did fomething to fave his life; only the captain fat Hill like a ftatue, without being 
able to fpeak or ftir, though he had fought fix Turks in that fame flup. 1 hey would 
have fired a cannon for the others to come to our affiftance, but in that hurry they 
could neither find gunner, powder, nor match. The feveral forts of animals hearing 
fuch a noife, began to play their part and increafe the confufion. In this general con¬ 
fternation both Whites and Blacks came to call themfelves at my feet, crying, bather. 
Father, confeffion, abfolution.” Having caufed them to make an aft of contrition, 
I gave them abfolution, wanting time to hear them fingly. I met the chaplain of the 
fliip in his Ihirt, his countenance altered and looking ghaftly, though he was one of 
the braveft men aboard, as he had often made it appear, fighting with the lurks upon 
feveral occafions* After hearing his confeffion according to his defire, I alked him, 
what he intended to do in that cafe; “ O God,” faid he, « I had no mind to come 
on board, bur 1 fuffered myfelf to be deluded.” I would have encouraged, and made 
him conceive, that God had not altogether forfaken us, but we might yet efcape that 
danger. “ Suppofe it does fo fall out,” replied he, “ I am refolyed to fwim for it 
and get alhore ” The others hearing his refolution, renewed their complaints and 
exclamations. I went into the great cabin, and found the Portugueie lady fitting on a 
carpet, and leaning upon two cuffiions, with her four children on their knees, their 
hands clafped together in a fright, and crying, “ Mercy the huflnnd fitting on a 
chair, rather dead than alive. I comforted them both the belt I could, and heard 

their confefiions. . , < V • Y . i ._ 

In the mean-while there came aboard us a captain, who was a friend to Senhor Amaro, 

to carry him and his family away to his fhip. He feeing the horrid confufion we were 
in, began to encourage all the people, and fent two of his men to the pump, and into 
the hold, to fee what harm was done. They neither found water, nor any thing 
broken, and perceived that the plank we had feen on the water, was °n y ome o le 

(heaihing which had given way. Our captain taking heait, oi cie oca 

lead, and found but little water for fo great a Ihip. 1 nen he caufed the flap s head 
to be brought about, which made the veffel move ; and it was well for us there hap¬ 
pened to be but little wind, for had it blown hard we mull have been beaten to pieces. 
They that were affiore feeing us make way, came back with the boat; and we continued 
our voyage towards Fernambuco, a hundred leagues diftant from Bagade 1 odos o 
Santos. There we came to an anchor, five miles from the town, the harbour bduig 

^Thfgovernor kept us there five days before he difpatched us. As we were weigh¬ 
ing anchor, when it was already above water, it broke oft fo fuddenly, that alUhe 
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men who worked at hoifting it, being forty of them, fell down and hurt themfelves, 
fome on the head, fome on the fides, and others in other places. They would have 
recovered it, but ^ there was no doing of it, becaufe it dropt in a place that was very 
foul and full of fmall rocks. 

It was pleafant to fee our Ihip, where every tradefman worked at his trade, as if he 
had been in his Jhop; there were gun-fmiths, armourers, butchers, flioemakers, 
tailors, coopers, and qooks. Others mended the colours, there being an hundred of 
feveral forts, very fine upon great days, and particularly the pendant at the main top- 
mall-head, eight ells long, and all of carnation talfety. When the weather would 
permit, the other veffels bore up to us, and gave us a concert of drums and trumpets, 
faluting us with three huzza's all the failors gave, taking the fignal from the boat- 
fwain’s whiftle. The captain exercifed his men in firing volleys. Thefe diverfions 
were one day interrupted by this accident:—Eleven Englifhinen caine together to com¬ 
plain to the captain that they were not allowed water enough to drink, which put him 
into fuch a paffion that he went to lay hold of a fword, and had done them fome 
mifchief, had not care been taken to appeafe him. He caufed one to be put into the 
bilboes, with two men to ftand fentinel over him, till we came to Lifbon, for fear he 
Ihould raife fome mutiny among his comrades; for that Englifhman was wonderfully 
ftrong, would manage a cannon as another man would a mufquet, and had formerly 
blown up fome Ihips, fetting fire to the powder. He punilhed him after this manner 
to teach the reft, not to come in a- body like mutineers to make their complaints to 
him, whereas one alone fhould come when they wanted any thing. There was another 
Engliihman, whom,they called Kill Turk, whom he alfo put into the bilboes, becaufe 
he had made himfelf drunk with two bottles of brandy, and was not fober again in 
three days. He was fo ftrong, that they faid he had cleft a man with his cutlafs, and 
therefore it was feared he might do fome mifchief in the Ihip, being in that condition. 

One morning, before fun-rifing, being near the coaft of Portugal, we heard a can¬ 
non fire, and the Ihot fell not far from us. I turned out to fee what was the matter, 
and obferved that Captain Jofeph, brother to our captain, had put up the red ancient, 
which was a fignal of battle. Our captain took a perfpe<£tive glafs to difcover what 
It was that had occafioned it, and a moment after told us his brother was miftaken, 
and that thofe fails we difcovered, to the number of five hundred, were fifhing- 
boats, that fail with any wind. The fun rifing, it appeared he was ia the right, and 
we perceived, without the help of a glafs, a prodigious number of boats coveting all 
the coaft. It is not to be admired that there is fo much filhing, for moft of the people 
in Lifbon eat fifh at night, even upon flefh days, which caufes an infinite confumption, 
and it is not fold by weight, but by the barrel. 

We arrived at Cafcais, a little town without the bar, and failed on to Fort St. Julian, 
where we fired fo many guns that the report reached the city. Being come to the mouth 
of the river Tagus, we faw abundance of boats coming towards us, as well Italians as 
Portuguefe, that feemed to cover all the harbour; they were merchants and others who 
had fome concern aboard us. I knew feveral who did not know me. They were fur- 
prifed to fee me alive, after they had received an account that I was dead, and exp.efs- 
ed much joy that the news had proved falfe. Having taken in pilots belonging to the 
port, as is the cuftom, we came to an anchor juft before His Highnefe Prince Peter 
then Regent of Portugal's palace, the King being fent away to the iflands Terceras. 
All that came aboard the fhip had put on fuch fine clothes, that I fcarce knew them 
again. This they do at every port, being but meanly apparelled, as long as they are 
at fea. After my compliments to all thofe who had been kind to me during the 

voyage, 
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age, and particularly to our captain, I went afhore to our convent, to exped fome fhip 
bound for Spain. 

It was not long before an opportunity offered: Captain Dominick, a native of Cor- 
fica, who was defirous to have a prieft aboard him, came to offer me my paffage in his 
/hip, which was to fail in company of two others, the Loretto and the Princefs. His 
fhip was called the Paradife, and it was too good an omen to refufe to be chaplain to 
the Paradife. Several Dominicans, Benedidines, and other religious men, went aboard 
with me, infomuch that one faid, “ We were afraid we fliould want a chaplain, but 
here are enough to keep a choir.” However thofe good religious men, who were very 
much afraid of death, were no fooner under fail, but they kept themfelves fo clofe under 
deck, that not one was to be feen. They admired, that I being indifpofed, the fea did 
me no more harm than if I had been afliore: but I faid to them, “ bathers, you need 
but go to the Indies, and then you will be no more afraid of the fea than 1 am.” 

During this voyage I fell into difcourfe with an Irilhman, though he was a heretic, 
becaufe I found fome difpofition towards gaining that foul to Jefus Chrift, and the more 
becaufe he was of an inoffenfive nature. He obferved what I did, efpecially when I 
faid mafs, and was pleafed to hear the truth; fo that in a few days, with God’s affift- 
ance, without which the endeavours of the ableft men are ufelefs, I brought him to 
waver in his opinion. He told me, he would have abjured in public immediately, but 
that he would firft go vifit a brother of his at Cadiz to receive abfolution. In fine, I 
was informed by him in that very town, that he was become a Catholic, which never- 
thelefs I would not publifli, though I faw him more pleafant than he ufed to be, fearing 
he might do like many others, who fometimes appear very zealous, and yet afterwards 
forfake the good way they were in. 

Though our fhip was the biggeft of the three our convoy confifted of, yet our cap¬ 
tain had confented that the captain of the Loretto, as being the elder, fhould be com¬ 
modore. One day we difcovered a fhip, and it being our captain’s duty to know what 
fhe was, he made all the fail he could. We fetched her up in a quarter of an hour, 
and fired a gun without a ball to make her ftrike, as the ftrongeft ufually do. They, 
indead of anfwering our expectation, crowded up all the fail they could, as if they 
would fly, iheir veffel being much lefs than ours; that made our captain fufpea they 
might be Turks, fince they had put out no ancient. He fired at them with ball, and 
put up the red ancient, which made them anfwer with one gun but without bullet. 
Being very near, the captain made a trumpeter, who fpoke feveral languages, hail 
them. He fpoke to them in French, becaufe they had put up white colours, but we 
fufpefting it was a cheat, bid them fend fomebody on board. They launched their 
pinnace, and the matter came aboard, by whom we were informed, that the imagined 
Turk was a vefiel laden with lalt-filh from Nantes, and bound for the tflands Madciias. 
They drank the healths of the Mott Chriftian King, and the republic of Genoa, and 
every one made the beft of his way. _ . 

At laft we came to an anchor in that great and noble port of Cadiz, one of the mott 
famous in Europe, full of an infinite number of fhips, galleys, barks, caravels, tartans, 
and other veffels, which l was affured at that time amounted to an hundred fail. Juft 
at the entrance of the harbour we faw twenty-five fhips of an extraordinary bulk. There 
is a continual refort of fhips from all parts of the world, even from the Indies; and it 
is ufual there to fee thirty or forty fail come in or go out in a day, as if they were but 
little boats. I went afhore with an Italian gentleman, and fome Spanifh merchants, and^ 
we were all of us prefently flopped by the cuftom-houfe officers: I gave an account of 
myfelf, and fo did the gentleman ; but he added he was a foldier in the King’s fervice. 
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and they let him pafs : the Spaniards faid fo too, and we caufed our goods to be loaded 
to go to our feveral homes. No fooner were we in the town, but the chief officer of 
the cuftotn-houfe, with his followers, flopped the porters, and bid them carry the goods 
to the cuflom-houfe. The Spaniards faid they were all cleared, and there was no need 
of further fearch. The cuflomer gave a furly anfwer ; one word drew on another, fo 
they came to ill language, and from ill language to blows. An hundred fwords were 
drawn in a moment, but they were thronged fo clofe together, that they fought with 
the points of their fwords up, ftriking one another with the pummels, and making fuch 
a noife, that one would have thought they were going to cut one another in pieces. 
The dull flew fo thick, there was no feeing one another, and the field of battle being 
near the harbour, the people ran thither in crowds, fearing there were many killed and 
wounded. There was much crowding to part the combatants, hearing their cries, and 
the clattering of their fwords; but what abundance of rational fober people could not 
do, was done in a moment by four drunken Englifhmen, who, to make way to go to 
their fhips, began to throw ftones fo furioufly, that every man thought themfelves happy 
enough that his legs were found enough to run ^way. Thofe who were fighting, not 
thinking it fafe to Hand that fhower of Hones, made their efcape in an inftant, foine one 
way, and fome another. 

I repaired to our monaftery, where my fever, which had granted me no refpite, in* 
creafed, and kept me in bed a month, being forced in that time to be fix times blooded 
again, and that while our fhips were gone. Before I could continue my journey into 
Italy, 1 took the.opportunity of going to the fhrine of St. James the apoftle in Galicia, 
and, to that purpofe, affociated myfelf with a Milanefe religious man of the third order 
of St. Francis, with whom I embarked for Porto. A ftormy fort of gale carried us 
thither in a few hours, from whence we went by fea to Birona, and from Birona with 
much difficulty afoot to Compoftefla, where we vifited the famous church of St- James 
the apoftle. The canons of this church are all clad in fcarlet, and called cardinals. 
They told us, that none muft fay mafs at the faint’s altar but prelates and grandees of 
Spain, for which reafon the facriftan would not permit us to fay at that altar. The 
faint’s fhrine is placed on the altar, with his image upon it, fo that the pilgrims who go 
thither for their devotion, afcend four or five Heps, and put their hat on the head of that 
effigies, which is clad like a pilgrim. There are abundance of filver lamps about it, 
but they are all black, as if they were of wood. Having faid a Pater and Ave, we 
went away ; and the Father told me, that if he thought it was as he found it, he would 
never have come into the country. I lodged at a goldfmith’s, who treated us at table 
with Florence wine, Bolonia faufages, and Parmefan cheefe; which made me admire 
that Italian wines and provifions flioutd be found in fo diftant a country, and we may 
well fay, it is the garden of the world. 

We had received information that, at Cape Finifterre, there was a fhip ready to fail 
for Cadiz, which made us haften our departure. Juft as the captain was going into 
his boat to embark, we got thither; and, though I knew he was a heretic, I begged 
of him to give me my pafiage to Cadiz aboard his fhip for God’s fake. He, without 
anfwering, made me a fign to go into the boat, which, when I had done, feeing he 
had not anfwered me, and perhaps becaufe he did not underftand Spanifh, I fpoke to 
him in Portuguefe, then he anfwered I was welcome, and that he would not only carry 
me to Cadiz, but to Seville, if I would. I thanked him for his charitable offer: but 
mv companion, who would have been glad to be in fuch a habit as mine, was forced 
to pay for his paffage. It was a great Englifh man of war of feventy guns, and three 
hundred men, loaden with anchors, and other naval ftores. It was bound by orderof 
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His Britannic Majefty to all the ports of Spain, to find out twenty-four frigates belong¬ 
ing to that crown, fent againfl: the Turks, and was to furriifh them with what they 
wanted. 

When we were out.&t fea, I faw the captain with a profpeftive glafs endeavoured to 
difcover fome fails that appeared at a great diftance ; after which, he went into his 
cabin, and talked to bis officers in Englifh, who went to give out orders, and prefently 
after the drums began to bear, and the foldiers to take their polls. My companion and 
I gueft they were making ready to fight, though wo faw no fhips, but they had feeh 
them. We directed our courfe towards them, failing with a fide-wind, and adding two 
fmall fails on the fides of the main-fheet; fo that having fourteen fails aboard, we flew 
like the wind itfelf, and cut the water in a mod violent manner. 

Within an hour we came up with the two fhips the captain had defcried, and they 
having put out no colours, he gave them a gun to bring them in ; but they feeing they 
were two to one, and, doubt lefs, never imagining our fhip was fo well manned, an- 
fwered with a bullet, and, at the fame time, we heard from one of thofe fhips a coo- r 
fufed noife of voices as it were of people that complained. Our captain faid he did not 
queltion but one was a Turkifh veflel that had taken the other which was a Cnriftian, 
and it proved fo* At the fame time he furled his fails, and gave them a broad-fide of 
twenty guns, which made fuch a thundering as would daunt the braveft heart. It was 
happy for us we had the wind, which carried all our fmoke upon the Turks. Yet they 
fired like madmen from both lhips, for the prize was manned with Turkifh tailors and 
foldiers, and the poor Chriflians were forced againfl: their will to help at the guns, the 
chief of them being put into irons. The cannonading continued an hour and a halt, 
and, not knowing what the event might be, the Father of the third order and I con- 
fefled to one another. He was vexed at heart to be in that bufmefs, but I armed my- 
felf with patience againfl whatever might happen, whilft no ball reached me. 

Our captain perceiving the fight was like to hold, caufed one of the enemies to be 
boarded, grappling with them to come to handy flrokes. Then it was we began to 
hear the groans and cries of the poor wounded men lying about the deck one upon 
another, and ferving to flicker thofe that fought. The attack was furious, and the re¬ 
finance vigorous; but the enemy being inferior in number, began to give way and 
yield. Our men without lofing time leaped aboard, put the lurks in irons and fet 
the Chriflians at liberty, who took up arms to be revenged of the infidels, and to 
fecure the liberty they had newly obtained. The other veffei being left alone fled for 
it, but our brave captain foon had all things in order, and put men aboard the prize, 
which being lefs than his fhip, could better purfue the other that fled, which being 
loaded with goods taken from Chriflians was foon fetched up by the other we had 
taken, that had nothing aboard but provisions and ammunition. They fired fome 
guns, but perceiviug our great fhip came up and was within cannon-fliot, yielded. The 
lieutenant, who had the command of the fir ft given him, went to take pofleffion of the 
other, putting the Turks in irons, and releafing the Chriflians, who were in number 
fourfeore in all, iailors, merchants, and paflengers, befides twelve that were killed: of 
the Turks there were a hundred and thirty, the reft being either killed or dangeroufly 
wounded. 

The three fhips drew clofe together, and our captain ordered all the Chriflians to be 
brought before him, who all knelt down to thank him for their deliverance out of the 
hands of thofe barbarians; he alked w ho was their captain ; and a iufly man half ftript 
told him in Spanifh it was he; and afterwards in Pojrtuguefe, which our captain under' 
flood better, gave an account how they had been taken: that failing from Malaga 
vol. xvr. ' b n laden 
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laden with wine, and being out of the ftraits near Cape St. Vincent, that Turkifli flilp, 
which carried no goods, but was well manned with about two hundred and twenty-five 
foldiers and jailors, had attacked him, and being much the ftronger made themfelves 
mafters of his veflel after fome refinance. The captain bid them go drefs themfelves, 
and take poffeffion of his Ihip again, making the Englilh come out. They returned 
him abundance of thanks, and begged of him to convoy them to Cadiz, fince he was 
bound thither as well as they, which our captain granted them. The Englilh divided 
themfelves, fome aboard our Ihip, and fome aboard the Turk, put all things in order, 
and held on their courfe rejoicing that they had killed two birds with one ftone, having 
taken the Turk, and delivered the Spaniards, among whom there were fome Neapolitans, 
Milanefes, and Flemings. 

As we proceeded on our voyage, making all the fail we could, the Iky began to 
grow dark on a hidden; and fearing fome ftorm was gathering, we lowered our fails, 
which indeed was done juft in time, for but a moment after the wind blew fo outrage* 
oufly that there was no keeping the Ihip to her courfe, but flie was left to the mercy 
of the wind. Then were there heard throughout rhe veflel fuch hollowing and calling 
as increafed the terror of approaching death; yet the captain bid us fear nothing, for 
that the Ihip being new would certainly bring us off: however we did not ceafe to offer 
up our fervent prayers. The Father feeing we were every moment in danger of perilh- 
ing, "told me we had done ill in going aboard thofe heretics, who are always under 
excommunication; but I anfwered, “ Thofe who travel about the world mull make a 
virtue of neceffity.” In the meanwhile the man at the topmaft-head cried, Land, Land. 
The captain ran up, and perceived we were on the coaft of Barbary, the ftorm having 
carried us a great way up the Mediterranean; for which reafon, before any Turks might 
difcover us, he gave orders to fteer towards Oran, a ftrong place belonging to the 
King of Spain. We got thither in lefs than an hour, the wind blowing fo hard, and 
gave God thanks for delivering us from the Turks, the wind, if we had not minded it, 
carrying us diredUy to Algier. 

Our captain went afliore next morning with fome of his officers and the Spanifli 
captain; they went to the governor, and gave him an account of our fight, and he in 
the name of His Catholic Majefty thanked the Englilh. This fortrefs feems to be of 
great confequence, and in a manner impregnable: it is well provided with cannon, 
and very ferviceable to Chriftians when they are drove by ftorms upon the coaft of 
Barbary, there being no other place where Chriftians can put in. Next morning the- 
wind being fair, we weighed anchor, and foon arrived at Cadiz. I had thoughts of 
going afnore to our monaftery, but the captain told me, that he having fome bufinefs 
at Seville had hired a bark to go thither, and that if I pleafed he would carry me in it 
for God’s fake, which made me not negleft fo good an opportunity. I ftaid about a 
day till he had difpatched fome bufinefs he had at Cadiz, and then we fet out, carry* 
ing thirty men with us to row in cafe the wind failed us. We touched at St. Lucar, 
ftaid there fome hours, and having kept going all night, arrived at Seville. I thanked 
him for fo many favours I had received of him, declaring I was fo much the more fen- 
fible of their greatnefs, becaufe I could not have received more from a Catholic. He 
made me fuch an anfwer, as implied that Capuchins were in good efteem among 
them. 

I went to our monaftery, which is great confidering our poverty, and has a con- 
fiderable number of religious men. There I continued eight days, as well to reft 
myfelf, as to fee the town, which would not be unlike Milan were the ftreets handfome 
#Dd wide: the dome is nothing inferior to that at Milan, only that it is not of marble, 
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but of a ftone fomewhat like it, yet fofter and eafier to work. It is the cuftom 
throughout all Spain to make their choir and high altar in the middle of the church* 
particularly in cathedrals* which is very inconvenient where there is a great refort of 
people* though otkerwife they are great and ftately ftru&ures. The fteeple is fo large 
and well-built* that a man may go up to it on horfeback, or in a litter: going up to 
it, I was furprifed to fee fo many bells* for there are no lefs than three and thirty- 
Whilft we were there they came to ring them, and all being to ring but two or three 
that belonged to the dock, we made hafte down for fear of being ftunned with the 
terrible noife of their clattering: as foon as we were in the ftreet, they began to ring 
with fuch a noife, that it founded as if alt the bells in the town had been rung. 

I went to fee the King's garden, which is fine enough, and has abundance of water¬ 
works, orange and lemon trees, yet there is nothing in it but what we have in Italy 
In greater plenty. I vifited the convent of the Recolets, which is very large, but of 
an ancient ftru&ure; there are in it above one hundred and fifty religious men, befides 
thofe in the infirmary. The bell they ring to call to the refectory is twice as big as 
that which ferves our church. The canons of this city are very rich, and always go 
in coaches drawn by four mules : they then expefted Monfeigneur Spinola an Italian, 
who had the archbifhopric of that city conferred on him* 

I fet out from thence a-foot for Cordova, palling through Carmona* and other fmall 
places, of which I will give no account for fear of tiring the reader ; yet I cannot for¬ 
get the wretched road, where there is neither houfe nor tree, nor fo much as water to 
cool one*s mouth, to be found. This made me provide a bottle of wine, which I 
had through the affiftance of a gentleman I met on the road, who bought it for me, there 
being no hopes of having it given me for God's fake by the inmkeeper. And were it 
not for people of quality that relieve us, it would be impoffible for Capuchins to live 
upon charity according to their ways, the people being wholly ftrangers to giving of 
alms. Being in a town where we have no convent, I begged fome bread for God's 
fake of a baker, which was fo furprifing to him, that he ftood in amaze like a man 
befides himfelf: I left him and his bread, for fear, if I fliould beg any longer of him, 
he would be quite befide himfelf I continued my journey, begging of God that he 
would foon let me get out of a country where there was fo little charity. 

Being come to Cordova, I went to our monaftery, where I was forced to be fatisfied 
with the Spanifh difh they call Olla Podrida, fignifying a rotten pot ; which name is 
not improper, for it is an extravagant medley of feveral things, as onions, garlic, 
pumkin, cucumber, white-beets, a bit of pork and two of mutton, which being boiled 
with the reft are almoft loft. The fathers afked me whether I liked it: I told them it 
was very fit to kill me, being as I was almoft fick, and fo weak that I had need of 
fome better reftorative than that Podrida, to which I was not ufed. They put fo much 
faffron in it, that had I not been yellow enough already with my diftemper, that alone 
might have been enough to dye my fkin of that colour. It is a great dainty for 
Spaniards, but a fcurvy mefs for thofe that are not ufed to it. 

The cathedral on the outfide looked to me bigger than all the town, and I was not 
deceived, for being in it, I was amazed to behold a church fo large, that from one 
fide of it a man can fcarce fee the wall on the other; and were it proportionable in 
height, it would be one of the wonders of the world: there are on the infide ten rows 
of pillars, and fifteen pillars in each row : the middle i/le is very fpacious after the 
modem manner, and gilt about the high altar and choir. A canon told me there 
were in it three hundred and fixty-fix altars; on the chief of them is a very large 
tabernacle all of precious ftones, which has a revenue of three thoufand livres appro- 
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priated to it. In a large chapel there is a great filver ciborium that weighs ninety-fix 
ounces. . I obferved upon a pillar ft an ding by itfelf, a man painted kneeling: they 
told me it was the picture of a Chriftian who had been many years a Have in that town 
when it was in the pofleflion of the Moors, and had with his nails carved a crofe upon 
that pillar: it was lhewed me, and a man would have thought it had been done with 
a penknife. 1 believe he was very long about it, for the pillar is very fine marble. 
This city is fituated in a great vale, a river running by the walls j formerly it ran 
through the midft of the city, which was then very large, but at prefent indifferent, 
and has in it nothing elfe remarkable that I know of. 

I fet out for Alcala la Real, and met with fome Spaniards, who told me that Anda- 
lufia was the garden of Spain: whereupon I faid to myfelf, God keep me from the 
reft of Spain if this be the garden, I had belter return to fea. That town ftands upon 
a hill, and I faw nothing remarkable in it. Granada, whither I went next, is a 
beautiful and very targe city, but yet inferior to Seville. Our fathers have two monafteries 
there, one for a novitiate, the other to ftudy ; the cathedral is not yet finilhed. The 
palace of the Moorilh kings, called the Alhambra, ftands upon a hill; which, though 
very high, has plenty of water. There are fuch abundance of rooms in this palace, 
that a man may lofe himfelf, as if he were in a labyrinth. There are two baths, where 
tlie Moors ufed to wafli themfelves, one of hot water, the other of cold: the ceilings 
of the rooms are very curious, being made of a coloured plaifter that ftill looks new. 
There is another hill on which the infidels did put holy martyrs to death, and where 
abundance of relicks are kept. 

From Granada I went to Lerenna, the wine of which place is looked upon to be the 
beft in Spain, but the people fpeak fuch ill Spatiilh, that they are hardly to be under- 
ftood : they call them Bifcalins. I held on my journey to Antequera, a town as big 
as a city. I refted there eight days, in one of our monafteries; and the guardian, 
who did mjf a thoufand good turns, would have kept me there as long again. Thence 
I went to Malaga, which is an indifferent good fea-port town, very populous, and 
full of trade. The archbifliop is a Dominican, brother to Don John of Auftria: I was 
told his revenue was worth eighty thoufand ducats a year. 

I lay there waiting fqme opportunity of fliipping, and finding myfelf ftill very ill, 
my bleeding at the nofe, ears, and mouth, not being over, I put myfelf into the hands 
of an Englilh phyfician, who had fo much fuccefs as to mend my condition, for I 
bled only at the nofe: for eight days I was pretty well, and then relapfed as bad as 
ever. After waiting, fome weeks, a very good opportunity offered : fix Spanilh galleys, 
returning from the ftraits of Gibraltar, came to an anchor in the port, to take in 
provifions, and go winter at Carthagena: 1 applied myfelf to the Marquis of Sayona, 
who commanded them; he was then called Marquis'de Santa Cruz, having refigned 
the title of Bavona to his fon, who is now general of the galleys of Sicily. That noble 
lord underltanding l was an Italian, did not only grant me my paflage, but would 
have me aboard his galley ; and though I could fpeak Spanilh, would have me con- 
verfe with him in my mother-tongue, becaufe he fpoke Italian to perfection, having 
been formerly general of the gallies of Naples and Sicily. The prieft belonging to 
thofe galleys having been left fick at Carthagena, during our paffage I had the poll of 
chaplain, and confeffor to his excellency. 

Our voyage lafted fifteen days, and in that fliort time I found what it was to be at 
fea in gallies: I envied their happinefs who were aboard great Ihips, which are more 
commodious and expeditious than galleys. The bad weather made us put back three 
*im a s • a calm enfuing, we made way with our oars ; difcovering a fail by the moon- 
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light* the oars were hard plied to fetch it up : when we were near, Ibe let up Englifh 
colours, yet we hemmed her in* and gave her a gun. She anfwered, and the captain 
launching his boat, came aboard His Excellency. That veffel appeared like a moun¬ 
tain to us that were aboard the galleys, the Item was all gilt; they were cruizing upon 
the Turks, whom they mortally hate: and did all princes follow their example, I be¬ 
lieve thofe wicked pirates would fcarce lhew their heads at fea. 

We held on our courfe to Almeria, where we continued two days, laying in water 
and other frefli provifions: the town is neither large nor populous, but Teems to have 
been confiderable in the time of the Moors, being encompafied by mountains, and 
defended by a good fort; it is adorned with abundance of fountains of very pare and 
wholefome water. As I was there, quenching my third:, proceeding from the fever 
and effufion of blood, I heard the warning-piece for failing, and returned aboard the 
galleys* We fet out about night-fall, being faluted by the fort, and in our way 
took three Turkifh brigantines; the men were diftributed among the gallies, and the 
veflels manned with Chriftians and Turkifh flaves. At baft we arrived at Carthagena, 
where is an excellent port formed by nature, fhut in with mountains and very fafe, 
efpecially for galleys. The town feems to have been formerly confiderable, but is at 
prefent the molt wretched place in Spain ; for after the inhabitants had Honed their 
bifhop, they were feven years without rain, but it feems God took companion on them 
after that, for now it rains twice or thrice a year : however the country is barren, 
and they carry bifeuit thither out of Italy, to maintain the people belonging to the 
galleys that winter there. Thence I went to Caravaca, where I faw the holy crofs 
brought by an angel from heaven, and fet on an altar where a prieft was faying mafs 
without a crois. 1 went on to Valencia, a very fine city, delightful for its gardens, 
the pleafanteft of which is the archbilhop’s. Thence to Murcia, and Alicant, a little 
town, but of good trade, the houfes high and well built: having ftaid there five days, 
I continued my journey through Tortofa and Tarragona, where there is^t beautiful 
dome, and then came to Montferrat: this place infpires refpe£t, and draws tears from 
the eyes of thofe who go thither with a fpiril of devotion. There are as many chapels 
as myfteries of the holy rofary. One would think all the way to it was hewed 
out, it being all through a rock. There is a very great number of filver and gold 
lamps, and lome of amber, the ornaments of the altars being anftverablc to that 
grandeur. There are continually pilgrims on the road going thither, or returning from 
thence. 

From our Lord of Montferrat, I went to Barcelona, the capital city of Catalonia, 
and a bifhopric: I refided there fix weeks, becaufe of a pain I felt, which made me 
unfit even to ride a horfeback. Three monafteries we have there, are out of the town : 
that of St. Matrona is upon the fide of a hill under the fort, and in the church 
■is the body of that faint. The fecond is that of St. Eubalia, where that faint’s houfe 
4toad', among the mountains, two miles from the city, and that is the novitiate. The 
third is that of Mount Calvary, not that it is leated on a mountain, but it is fo called 
.becaufe of three croffes there are in it: to this it was I betook rayfelf, becaufe it is 
the greateft, and has an infirmary. Thofe Catalonian fathers received me with extra¬ 
ordinary civility, efpecially when they imderttood I came from fo far a country. The 
city is large and beautiful, abounding in all things necefiary for human life, and would 
be the moil confiderable place in thofe parts, had it a lafe harbour for great Chips. 
I took notice of the mafic they ufe upon rejoicings, for inftekd of violins at weddings, 
rhey have fifes and trumpets, which make the church fliake. 

During 
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During my ftay at Barcelona, there came thither one of our lay-brothers, whofe 
name was Peter de Sedan, from Argier, where he had been ranfomed among other 
flaves by the Catholic King: he had been taken fix months before, with F. Luis of 
Palermo, in their way from Cagliari to Saflari. Thofe two Capuchins being carried to 
Argier, F. Luis found no difficulty to get his living by preaching, mattes, and hearing 
confeflions, and could befides pay his mailer to whofe (hare he fell, fo much a month 
as they agreed upon ; for which reafon he was not put to the oar, but was allowed to 
go about the town freely: fo when they were about ranfoming of him, his matter fet 
him at three thoufand ducats, whereas the brother was fold for three hundred, being 
only fit for the oar $ and it being eafier to raife that fum, he was firft ranfomed. I pro- 
pofcd to him to go into Italy, and his head was fo poffeffed with his late misfortune, 
that he gave me to under Hand that his only defign was to return home as foon as he 
could. We refolved, therefore, to lay hold of the opportunity ?f a bark bound for 
Sardinia, the captain whereof, D. Carlos de Pila, a very devout Catalonian, received 
us very courteoufly : we were two hundred and fifty fouls aboard that bark, which fet 
fail with a fair gale. The wind being very brifk, we had made much way, and were 
entering the gulph of Lions, when the weather becoming boifterous, it grew to one 
of the moft terrible ftorms imaginable, the waves totting our bark like a nut-lhell, 
and mountains of water covering of it every foot. The diforder, confufion, and efpe- 
cially the cries of the women, terrified thofe that were moft inured to fuch tempefts. 
The worft of it was, that the feamen could not hear one another, with the noife of,the 
fea and of the paffengers, which obliged the captain to draw his fword, to drive all 
thofe under deck who could not help, but only ferved to hinder the failors : all upon 
the deck and in the cabin were wet; the veffel feemed to be ready to overfet with the 
beating of the fea, which drove all the people to that fide which inclined, when a 
wave ft ruck againft it with fuch violence that it broke the lalbings of one of the guns. 
The cannon being loofe ran down to the lower fide with fuch fury, and gave fuch a 
fhock, that it was a wonder the bark was not ftaved : the noife it made increafed the 
terror, which the darknefs of the night fpread. The failors wet and fpenr, refolved to 
let the bark run before the wind, provided (he did not run aground. I thought with 
myfelf, how comes it about that I who have twice crofted the ocean, lhould come now 
to be drowned in a puddle of water; for to fay the truth, 1 never thought myfelf fo 
near being call away as at that time, feeing one of the marts fpent, the fails half-rent, 
the bark battered, and the feamen all call down. This ftorm lafted all night, fo that 
we knew not whither we were going. About day-break the fea feemed to grow fome- 
what ftiller, and the fky clearing by the rifing of the fun, we difcovered mountains, 
which were not above a league from us, and found we were on the coaft of Spain 
near Cape Gata. So that perceiving I was drove back, and had in fix -hours fpace loft 
near as much ground as I made in fix months, I refolved to go no more to fea. However 
we foon took heart, for whilft we were making to fliore, there ftarted up fuch a frelh 
gale from the north, that the pilot thought it would not be amifs in fome meafure to 
regain the time and ground we had loft. We bent our couTfe for Catalonia, and in a 
■few hours arrived at Mattalona, our pilot’s native country. 

Being come to an anchor, I landed with my companion whom I had not feen during 
the ftorm, and we went to reft us at our convent, which Hands on a hill without the 
town. I defigned to have ftaid there fome time, but undemanding the pilot would fail 
up to Ablana, which is a better harbour, I fuffered myfelf to be tempted to make ufe 
of that conveniency, being willing to put to fea again, as foon as I was afhoie, becaufe 
of the diftemper I ftill laboured under. In a few hours we got to Ablana, and went to 
* our 
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our monaftery feated on a rock in a peninfula joined to the town by a fraall neck of 
land; lb that the fea ferves for an inclofure to the monaftery and garden, which t 
thought the fineft fituation of any convent of our order, the air being very temperate. 
I acquainted my companion that I intended to ftay there fome time, in order to return 
home through France, a more worthy obje£l for my curiofity than Sardinia. The crew 
of our veffel, and particularly the officers, who were all Italians, hearing of it, came to 
confeflion to me, exprefling how much they were concerned that I fhould leave them. 
They failing again for Sardinia, I relied eight days in that delicious place, and then fet 
out with two companions for Girona; fo that 1 faw almoft all Catalonia, which is a 
very fruitful country, and the people extraordinarily well tempered. From Girona- I 
went to Higueras on the borders of Spain ; whence eroding fome mountains, I entered 
upon the earldom of Roufillon, and the firfl town of it called Cerat. 

From Cerat I went to Touy in the vale of Perpignan, and I remember I there paffed 
over a river upon a bridge that has bur one arch, the feet whereof reft upon two hills, 
fo that the middle of it is a prodigious height, and frightful to look down. They fay 
there is not fo high an arch in all France, and for my part I muft own I have not fefen 
any like it in all thofe parts of the world where I have been. I faw' all the country 
about full of foldiers; and alking what might be the reafon, was told, that country had 
once belonged to the crown of Spain; but being fince under the dominion of France, 
and the price of fait being raifed, the people had revolted j for which reafon troops had 
been fent thither from Languedoc to quell them. 

Perpignan, which I faw next, is a fort royal feated on a high rock, encompafied by 
three lofty walls with good ditches, and well ftored with cannon. To appearance it 
looks impregnable, yet the Molt Chriftian King took it after a fiege of eight months: 
which was the eafier for him to do, becaufe there is a very populous town adjoining to 
the fort; for had it been a fort alone without a town, eight months had not been enough 
to ftarve the place, where they might have laid up three years provifion. Our monaf¬ 
tery there is without the town. 

Having pafied the mountains, I came to Narbonne, through the midft of which there 
runs a river that falls into the fea a league off. The city is not large, but very popu¬ 
lous, as are all the cities and towns in France. The churches are not beautiful, but 
there is fuch a refort of people to them, efpecially upon holidays, that there is fcarce 
room for the prieft to turn himfelf at the altar. The priefts of the church of St. Julius 
are habited like monks. The two fteeples have a notable echo, which is pleafant to 
hear. 

Next I faw the towns of Languedoc and Provence that lay in my road, whereof I 
Ihall fay but little. Beziers Hands on a hill in a delightful country, and well watered; 
I went to the cathedral to fee the archbilhop Monfigneur de Bonzy, a Florentine, but 
he was then abfent. He has been fince made archbilhop of Toloufe, and His Molt 
Chriftian Majefty’s ambaflador at Madrid. Yet the King allows him the revenue of 
his bilhoprick, till it is bellowed on another. In this church I took notice of a very 
large organ over the great gate, where there are only thofe pipes that appear outward 
in light, the others being diftributed by three and three among the pillars, which makes 
the church lhake when they play, though it is extraordinarily great, which is a notable 
piece of curiofity. 

Tholoufe is a city worth feeing, for the great number of relics kept there, as alfo for 
its greatnefs, and the number of its inhabitants; which made me take care not to go by 
the churches when mafs or vefpers were ending, the throng being fo great that it would 
have forced me back. 

Agde, 
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Agde, an ancient town, where was held the council called Agatenfe. In our monaf- 
tery, which is on the ftrand, there is a miraculous image of our Lady; for the fea hav¬ 
ing three times fwelled up to the town, has never encroached fmce the image was placed 
there, but rather gone back, for which reafon it is called Nofire Dame de Gue. 

Arles, an archbifhopric, and populous enough* 

Martegues, a place curious to behold, for it is divided into four hamlets built upon 
the fea, with bridges from one to the other* We have two monafteries, one at each 
end of the town; in one of which there are fourteen religious men, and twelve in the 
other; and there being none of any other order, they hear confeffions there, as they 
do in France, Spain, Germany, and fome parts of Italy. The only fupport of this town 
almoft is fifhing, there being eight hundred tartans for this purpofe, befides a vaft num¬ 
ber of little boats that cover a great part of the fea* 

Thence-I went to Aix the capital city of Provence, and to Marfeilles, a confiderable 
town, and of great trade, yet not fo large as I had fancied it* The harbour is very 
handfome and fafe, more efpecially for barks and galleys, becaufe great fliips cannot go 
in loaden* * There I faw twenty five galleys laid up clofe by one another, and in the 
midft of them the royal galley, which all veffels that come into that port falute with a 
gun. Her^ftern is finely carved, and gilt. True it is, fhe is not fo big as the royal gal¬ 
ley of Spain I faw at Carthagena, which carried the emprefs; this town has three forts, 
of which the new one at the mouth of the harbour has three walls, and four on one 
fide* His Moft Chriftian Majefty has caufed the wall that inclofed the fide next to the 
hill to be thrown down to enlarge its compafs, which has brought our monaftery into 
the town, and will make it much more confiderable, being filled with a vaft multitude 
of people of all nations: feveral bodies of faints, and abundance of relics are to be 
feen there, particularly St. Andrew’s crdfs. I went to fee the churches of St. Maxi min 
and St. Beau me \ they are places that infpire devotion, and draw tears from the hardeft 
hearts* 

I took fliip for Ciotat and Toulon. This is an indifferent town, but the port very 
confiderable, and capable of receiving any number of the biggeft veffels: I faw the 
Royal Luis, which muft be finished by this time, and carries a hundred and twenty 
guns; it has three galleries, and the ftern all gilt, as are the fides, head and cabins. 
The gilder that was about it told me they had already laid out three thoufand crowns 
in leaf gold. I took the opportunity of a veffel bound for Savona: the firft day we 
failed right afore the wind, and at night put into St. Trompes; but the next day the 
bad weather forced us into a place where there were but two houfes, at a great diftance 
from the city Graffe, which ftands on a hill encompalTed by other hills, fo that we could 
fcarce fee it at fea, and therefore we muft either go thither, or ftarve. Finding myfelf 
fomewhat hot of that which the phyfidans at Marfeilles called a heftick fever, making 
me unfit to travel, 1 lay down to fleep under a tree, but hunger would not fuffer me 
to clofe my ,eyes* Being thus weary of inyfelf, and not able to go to Graffe as the 
others did, I knew not what courfe to take, when God, who has always relieved me in 
diftrefs, as I have often found by experience in my travels, ordained that I fliould meet 
a perfon that to me feemed of fome note, and faid to me,Father, what do you here all 
alone?” <( My diftemper,” faid I, u which you may difcern by my looks, has made 
me ftay here; but at prefent hunger torments me more than my fever.” He anfwered, 
sc I am come in that covered felucca you fee near that rock, and it is mine; I have 
caught fome pilchers, if you pleafe we will fup together,” The offer was very pleafing 
to me, as any man may imagine, and fo I followed him very readily. We went into 
the felucca, where two feamen had made all ready. How fhall we do,” faid he. 
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“ for we have no bread but bifcuit ?” « Any thing is good in the time of need,” faid 
I, “ and I have been often without bread or bifcuit,” That good man talked to’ me in 
Portuguefe, which I admired, being fo far from that country, and therefore I alked him 
whether he was a Portuguefe. He told me he was not, but that he had been there 
fome time. 

We began to eat and drink, without regarding that the fun ihined violently hot in 
our faces, hunger making me lay about me, and giving an excellent relilh to any fort 
of meat* Having eaten, and given thanks to Almighty God, we walked along the 
jhore difcourling together j I ftepped forwards alone to fee a dolphin that made a noife 
in the water, as if it had been fighting with another filh, and was bufy throwing fome 
Hones at him. When I had done, I looked about and found that good man did not 
follow me, which made me turn back for fear he Ihould be gone before I could return 
him thanks ; but I fought him in vain, nor could I difcover the felucca. I went back 
to the place where it lay, and faw nothing, which put me almofl befide myfelf. And 
indeed when I reflect upon it, I cannot tell what to think. One thing I know, which 
is, that having carefully examined thofe that were left aboard our brigantine, whether 
they had feen that felucca that came to the lhore with three men in it; they anfwered, 
they had feen no creature, though they had been all the while alhore filhing in that 
little creek. I held my peace, and in my heart thanked God, the fource of all that 
is good, for that he had been pleafed, without any defert of mine, to relieve me in 
that diftrefs, into which I had fallen for his fake. Whether it was by the hands of 
a man, or of an angel, I could not tell, but 1 felt an unfpeakable comfort; and fuch 
it was, that had my health permitted, I Ihould have certainly returned to Congo, lince 
I could ftill make ufe of my miffioner’s patent which was not yet expired. 

Next day we went aboard, and failing before the wind, arrived near to Nice j but 
the port not being fafe, went on to Villa Franca, where I went to our monaflery, which 
looks like a paradife amidft fo many high mountains, and fo many uncouth rocks. 
Three days after, I fet out aboard a Genoefe galley, which carried me fafe to Monaco ; 
this is a place of confiderable ftrength, very pleafant and delightful. Thence I took 
the opportunity of a brigantine bound for Savona; but we had like to have perilhed in 
a ftorm, and were forced back. I would not trull the fea again, after finding it fo 
mercilefs and uncertain, for fear left, after fo many dangers as I had gone through, I 
Ihould at laft be lhipwrecked in the very harbour. I thought the land would be more 
favourable to me, and making Ihort journeys, took my way through Menton, St. Remy, 
which is as it were the paradife of Italy, Savona, Seftri di Ponente, and Genoa. In 
the monaftery called the Conception, which is without that city, I expected my fupe- 
rior’s orders, having fent them an account of my return. A violent fever which held 
me forty days, had like to have done the work a he£lic fever could not perform in 
three years. It was a comfort for me to be among my acquaintance, who did me abun¬ 
dance of favours. 

During that time brother Michael de Orvietto came to Genoa from Congo, being 
fent to Rome by the fuperior, to reprefent to the holy congregation de propaganda fide, 
to what a low condition that million was reduced, moll of the iniflioners dying in a 
Ihort time, and only three remaining in the whole kingdom. He brought us news of 
the death of D. Alvaro King of Congo, and the election of another as devout as he. 
Befides, he told us that the Blacks had eaten F. Philip de Galefia, a million er of the 
province of Rome, which happened in this manner; the great men having obtained 
leave of the King to bum fuch forcerers as they could find, went to a place where they 
knew they were got together, and fet fire to their cottages. As foon as the flame began 
VOL. XVI. C C to 
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to rife, they fled, and meeting with F. Philip in their way, fell upon, killed and eat 
him ; which the Blacks who purfued them faw by the light of the flames, and carried 
the news to St. Salvador. This happened in the province of Sonde, where a duke who 
is the King's fubjeft refides. 

Contrary to all expectation I recovered, and palling through Piacenza, came to 
Bononia, where, God be praifed, I am at this time with fome relifts of my diftemper, 
left me by the great fatigues of my travels, thinking my time well enough fpent, if but 
one of two thouland feven hundred children and youths I baptized, obtains falvation 
through my miniftry. F. Michael Angelo, before he departed this life, told me he 
had baptized three hundred and fixteen; and it is no wonder we lhould baptize fo 
many in fo Ihort a time, the people being innumerable. A Black told me that a Maco- 
lonte had got fifty-two children upon feveral women. God of his mercy preferve thofe 
that for the future ihall be appointed for this million, for fear if they fail, all thofe 
people lhould turn Pagans. Be it all to the glory of God, whofe judgments are incom- 
prehenfible, and the means he ufes for our falvation various and wonderful in all 
Tefpefts. I delire the readers to pray for thofe poor converted Ethiopians, that they 
may perfevere in the faith of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and that we may all together attain 
to our defiled port of the kingdom of heaven. Amen. 
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AND 

SEVERAL OTHER COUNTRIES, CHIEFLY IN SOUTHERN AFRICK* 

By Father Jerom Merolla d a Sorrento, a Capuchin and Apojlatk Mijfmier in the Tear 1684. 

Made Englifii from the Italian** 


THE author's PREFACE* 

T HE author of our falvation Chrift Jefus, the only begotten Son of God, defcending 
from the bofom of his Father to vifxt our tottering manfions here on earth, never 
had greater defires than to teach us by his word and works the fecure and infallible way 
to heaven, and thereby to deliver us from the horrid and deplorable flavery defigned 
us by the devil and his minifters; and wherein we were all miferably involved by the 
fin of our firft parents* Hence it is, that after his mod glorious afcenfion, he com¬ 
manded his difciples to go preaching his moft holy word through all the habitable parts 
of the earth : and that in defence thereof, if neceffity fo require, they fhould be ready 
to fhed their deareft blood, which all the apoftles and martyrs have accordingly done 
in obedience to his mo/l holy commands, and for the good and propagation of the only 
true Catholic church. Now, becaufe the preaching of this word of God to a people 
that were wholly ignorant thereof before, was one of the greatefl of fpiritual undertak¬ 
ings, Father Francis da Montelione, a Capuchin Friar, and native of the province of 
Sardinia, determined to go to Congo and other neighbouring kingdoms, to expofe his 
life for that purpofe \ and the rather by reafon that thofe people, efpecially the Giaghi, 
were fo far from paying any adoration to the true God, that they facrificed direftly to 
the devil; and what is yet worfe, their oblations were not fhecp and oxen, but men 
and women. Being thus earneftly refolved, this Friar, inflamed folely by fervent 
charity, requefted of the facred college Ae propaganda fide^ pemuffion. for himfelf and 
his companions to effect what he had thus proposed-; and to the end he might not be 
thought to have any regard to felf-intereft, he proffered to go gratis^ thereby depriving 
himfelf of what had always been accuftomed to be given by that college to miffioners, 
and trolling entirely to Divine Providence for fupport. Having obtained leave for him¬ 
felf, he further begged of the faid college that I might go as his companion, which 
being likewife granted, I accepted the honour and great favour done me, though I was 
but little capable of fo difficult an undertaking, either in refpe& of my health or ability. 
What follows is the product of fome few years' obfervations in thofe parts, which, 
though fhort and imperfeflt, yet I afliire my readers is wholly true, and that efpecially 
which I have affirmed myfelf to have been an eye-witnefs o£ 
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Authori pro Argumento Operis. 

QUISQUIS amat Congi fines pertigrare nigrantes y 
Africa et JEthiopum eernere regno , donuts ; 

Mthrarn flammantem^ multiplex ctima loccrum , 

Diverfum tegmen corporis , atque togas ; 

Quadrupedum variamfobolem, variumque ferarum 
Ortum , ferpentum leihiferumque genus ; 

Nubivagas actum turbos , vohtcrefjue loqiiac.es y 
Flumims et pontifquamigerumque pecus ; 

Obliqms amnes 7 jucundo murmure rives 
Citrrentes, vajios ceq uoreqfj ue Jin us, ; 

Arboreos fmius, ridenies gramme ripas , 

Planfarum fylvas, frudifenmque nemus ; 

Multipikes fruEtus , epulas, efcafque , cibofque , 

Quas humus Europe fundere nojira nequii; 

Affeclus^ mores, naiuras , prcelia> ritus , 

Facia ., gubernaculum, jus muliebre Jimid ; 

Event us 7 cafus , pr&ftantia mira Jluporem J 

Auribus ac menti, luminibufque fids* 

Perlegat hunt librum, qua dhi namque videbit, 

Vi propria fpeilans luce Merolla refert* 

Fr, Angelos be Neap* Piccardus. 



A VOYAGE TO CONGO, 

FART I. 

O N the 5 th of May, in the year of our Lord 1682 , and under the pontificate of His 
Holinefs Pope Innocent XL, we fet fail from Naples in a felucca for Corfica and 
Sardinia, and arrived at Baftia the capital city of the former, on Whitfunday, where, 
meeting with a Genoefe fliip ready to go for the falt-pits, the wind being favourable, we 
immediately went on board her, and foon came up with a large Genoefe fioop, with 
only three men on board. We hailed her, and begged of the matter to transport us 
miffioners to the bay of Algheri in Sardinia, whither we were bound in quelt of fome 
of our companions. Our requeft being readily granted, we exchanged our veffel, and 
coafted along the ifland, often endeavouring to enfer the bayj but the wind proving 
contrary, were as often forced back to fea. We had recourfe to our prayers, becaufe 
in great diftrefs for want of provifions : however the Divine Providence, that orders all 
things for the beft, faw it not convenient that we (hould be fo heard as to land where 
we defired ; and therefore, inftead of fuffering us to proceed on our voyage, we were 
driven back to a final! port near the point. Here my companion, being well acquainted 
with the country, would needs go afliore and climb a fmali mountain, intending to beg 

a lamb 
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a lamb for charity of any fliepherd he could meet; as foon as he reached the top, he 
began to call out to tts below with great earnefinefs, requiring us fpeedily to come up 
to him $ where, when we came, we plainly perceived that, had we turned the point, 
we had infallibly fallen into the clutches of a Turki/h corfair that lay there upon the 
catch. To be the better convinced of this, we took our glaffes, and found what he 
fhewed us to be real; befides that, feme coral barks he had chafed affured us of the 
truth of it. Then began our mailer to lift up his hands to heaven, and to offer up ac¬ 
knowledgments with a flood of tears to St,Francis for having delivered both him and 
his companions from fo imminent a danger on our account. 

The night following, the pirate being wholly out of fight, and we probably out of 
danger, we went again on board our (loop to profecute our interrupted voyage. In few 
hours after arriving at Algheri, we law near an hundred Genoefe barks fifhing for coral, 
which, it feems, greatly abounds in thofe feas; as alfo for tunny-filh, and feveral other 
forts, whereof there is great plenty. At our landing in the bay, w r e immediately dis¬ 
patched a meffenger to the father-guardian of our monallery, to acquaint him we were 
comeaihore, and to defire him to fend us a horle to carry our baggage to the convent, 
Jnftead of a horfe he fent an ox, that being the beaft of burden commonly made ufe of 
in this country. This feemed very ft range to me, efpecially when I under flood that he 
was likewife a pad upon occafion, and all this by reafon of the extreme fmallnefs of their 
horfes; which I was the more eafily induced to believe, when feme Portuguese gentle¬ 
men told me that the fame was done in the ifland of Cabo Verde, fubjedt to them, 
where there was a breed between oxen and fhe-affes, which they compaffed by binding 
a frefh cow's hide upon the fhe-afs, and this to the end that the cattle bred of them 
might be expeditious. The confideration whereof I refer to philofophers* 

In this city I ftaid about a month, waiting for my companion, who was gone about 
the illand in fearch of the other millioners, who were to go with us to the kingdom of 
Congo, During my flay the biffiop of the dioeefe made a foleinn entry into the city, 
and /hewed himfelf to be much devoted and well affected to our order ; for the next day 
after his arrival at his palace, he came to our convent to vifit us. Moreover, on the 
feaff of St, John Baptift, the patron of our church, he aflifted with us at mafs, Like¬ 
wife, as a farther inftance of his favour, having been informed by fome of our brothers 
that I was going on a million to the Southern Afric, without any extraordinary provi- 
fmn of neceffaries, he gave me a letter of recommendation to feveral of his friends in 
Spain to fupply me with what I wanted; which kindnefs of his, as it happened, was 
of no ufe to us, becaufe we touched at no port in Spain, 

My companion returning, brought along with him only one friar, named Father 
Francis de Bitri, a preacher, the reft having been detained by fome bufinefs. All 
things being now difpatched here, and finding a !hip of Provence ready in the harbour, 
we immediately embarked and failed towards that country. The captain being nephew 
and brother to two of our order, ufed us very courteoufly, not only while we were on 
board him, but after our landing, inviting us to his houfe, where we ftaid for fome 
time i and to complete his civility towards us, underftanding that the King of Portugal's 
fleet waited at Villa Franca to carry His Royal Highnefs the Duke of Savoy to Portugal 
(whither he was going to folemnize his nuptials with the Infanta of that kingdom), he 
wt .uld needs take a felucca at his own charge to conduct us to that port, where we foon 
after arrived, and were received with great joy and civilities by the Portuguefe com¬ 
manders, telling us that if we could not find conveniences elfewhere in their fhips, we 

might oblige them in accepting of their own cabins* 
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Our fuperior, Father John da Romano, coming from Genoa with Father Amedeo da 
Vienna, and a fecular prieft of Piedmont, we all fix went afhore to a convent of our 
order, where we remained three months, and had every week a charitable fubfiftence 
of two wethers, a fmall calk of wine, and fufficient bread fent us by thofe gentlemen, 
befides other prefents made to the monaftery on our account. 

The delay the fleet made to fet fail lafted in all fix months, and which was occafioned 
by the duke of Savoy’s falling fick, and growing worfe every time, he refolved upon his 
departure; which politicians tell us happened through the providence of God, and for 
the benefit of Italy. 

Not before the 4 th of October, being the feaft of our glorious patron of St. Francis, 
* did the fleet put to fea, the wind north. For our better accommodation our fuperior 
had ordered our company to go but two in a fliip. Himfelf and his Piedmontefe com¬ 
panion went on board the admiral, the count of St. Vincent commander. I and Father 
Amedeo were in the fhip called the Fifcal, commanded by Signior Gonfalo de Caftaj 
and the other two in Don Lewis Lobo’s fliip, named the St. Benedict. This laft perfon 
had been viceroy of the kingdom of Angola in Ethiopia. His Angular piety and kind- 
nels to us was fo remarkable, that I cannot omit giving one particular inftance of ir. 
The ift of November being come, when we were to bid a farewel to flelh, and the land 
of Portugal being in view, but which we could not reach that day, he fent a boat alhore 
on purpofe to fetch us refreflnnent, to the end we might pafs the laft day of our carnival 
with the greater fatisfa&ion. 

On the 2 d of November, being All-Souls-day, we entered the port of Lifbon about 
fun-fet. The waters here are a proportional mixture of fait and fweet; the latter being 
plentifully poured out by the river Tagus, fo famous for its golden fands, and not un¬ 
like the Lydian Paftolus, according to Juvenal and others: 

Quod Tagus, ct rutila Paitolua volvit arena.- Juvenal. 

Hie certain Paftole tibi Durrafque Tagufque- Sil. Ital. 

Quodque fuo Tagus amne vehit, fiuit ignibus auruin.- Ovid. 

Here we were obliged to make ufe of a pilot, (this port being near as dangerous as 
the Fare of Meflina,) and that by the King’s orders, to prevent any more wrecks, too 
many having happened here already. This kindnefs is ufed towards friends, but as for 
enemies they are left to the mercy of many lharp rocks, and of feveral well-fortified 
caftles and forts. 

Our veffel coming to an anchor, we entered our boats and landed, not at the ufual 
place Belem, or Bethlehem, by reafon of the too fwift eddy |hat ran there, but at the 
palace royal, between the hours of one and two at night. Not knowing the way to our 
monaftery, we endeavoured to get a guide, but there was none to be had, though a 
religious man that came with us, and was well provided, offered a confiderable reward 
to any that would fliew us the way. At laft a negro native of Congo conducted us 
gratis, protefting the many favours and civilities his countrymen had received from the 
religious men of our nation moved him to it. As foon as we came to the mo¬ 
naftery, after ringing the bell, our guide was ready to begone: we entreated him to 
accept of fome reward, or, at leaft, of a glafs or two of wine for a refrefhment: but 
though the people of that nation are immoderate lovers thereof, yet could he not be 
prevailed upon to accept of a drop, which made me have a more than ordinary affettion 
for the people of Congo. 


Whilff 
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Whilft 1 was at Liibon I vifited the houle where St. Anthony of Padua was born: it 
is now converted into a church ; and though rich in refpeft of its ornaments, is good in 
regard of its ftrudture, being both low, and built in the angle of a ftreet. I vifited 
like wife the parochial church and font of baptifm of the fame faint: the church is now 
called St.Engraca, which, after it had been many years building with a vail expence, 
fell down, and was at this time erecting again. I likewife paid my devotion fo the con¬ 
vent of the Canons Regulars, amongft whom St. Anthony lived for fome time, and 
whofe ftatue, in the habit of this order, is placed over their high altar. Their church 
is alfo the chapel-royal, and the burying-place of the kings, and of feveral heroes of 
Portugal. 

I Ihall not bufy myfelf in any farther defcription of this famous city of Liibon, its % 
worth being already fufficiently known, and its fituation admired. I fhall only add, 
that its port is fo large that it runs out thirty miles in length, though the bay before 
the city is but fix miles over, and that its cuflom-houfe is confiderably employed with 
entries of pearl, incenfe and ebony, from Arabia, of rubies and emeralds from Ben- 
gala, of caflia and ainber-greafe from Ethiopia, of cloves, cinnamon, and nutmegs 
from the Moluccoes, of Haves, ivory, and civet from Congo and Angola, of great 
varieties of lilk and linen from India, of fugars, tobacco, and feveral forts of wood 
from Brazil, and of divers commodities from other places, which I have neither room 
nor leifure to enumerate here. 

Not having fpent above a month in this city, I looked out every day for a fhip to 
proceed onward on my voyage ; for this purpofe, I addreffed myfelf to a captain of a 
Ihip, and defired of him to let me go as his chaplain to Brazil: he told me he could 
not accept of me as a chaplain, having one aboard him already, but go with him I 
might if I pleafed as a paifenger. I thanked him kindly for his proffer, but withal 
acquainted him, that my fuperior had commanded me to go in no other capacity; and 
fo I took my leave of him. 

It happened a little after that another Ihip bound for Brazil, having paid off her 
chaplain and left him alhore, let fail with all imaginable expedition; but ihe had not 
been many days at fea before file was toffed with fo violent a tempeft, and threatened 
fo many ways with deftruclion, that Ihe was glad of a turn of wind to drive her back 
again to Lifbon: the captain vowing never to fall again without his fpiriiual guide at 
whatever rate. Upon his landing therefore, being acquainted that fome of us had a 
mind to go for Brazil, he courteously received and promifed me all the accommodation 
his veffel could afford, my companions being already provided. This coming to the 
firft captain’s ear whom I before had applied myfelf to, he began, with what reafon I 
know not, to be in a great paflion, affirming that I ought not to have promifed another, 
fince he had firft proffered to carry me. The caufe of this {tickling about us I gueffed- 
to be by reafon that we were to do our office at eafier rates, for Capuchins are to have 
only their table free: when by the laws of Portugal, a prieft or other religious perfon 
is to have not only his diet, but likewife a ftipend of fo much a month, and when he 
comes to land mult have moreover a houfe hired for him, and three Carlinos a day 
allowed him. This put the captain into fuch a paflion, that he threatened to challenge 
him that had taken me aboard, and would have done it had not all the reft blamed 
and condemned his proceeding. 

The lft of December we went on board, but for want of a wind could not fail till 
the 8th, being the feaft of the Immaculate Conception : we were in all five Ihips, in 
two of which went our other two companions, Father Amedeo da Vienna and Father 
Francis da Bitti. Having left Liibon, I wafted a farewel figh towards the beautiful and 
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happy Europe, and immediately after we fell into the gulph of Mares, fo called from 
the furious agitation of its waves. We had now over againft us the ifland of Madeira, 
which before its being inhabited was all over woody, and thence had its name Madeira, 
in SpaniCh fignifying wood, but after being difcovered, it was by fire rendered ex¬ 
ceedingly fertile. Its prefent inhabitants have a more than ordinary defire to a convent 
of our order among them; but for want of religious men thofe pious inclinations have 
been laid afide. I am very fure that a gentleman of that ifland came once to Lifbon 
on purpofe to folicit that affair with the King of Portugal, at the requeft of the devout 
inhabitants. 

From Madeira to the ifland of Palma are threefcore and ten leagues: this Palma is 
one of the Canaries, and whither we mull go from Madeira with a ftrong convoy to 
prevent pirates: from thence we may fail forward unguarded without any fear of danger. 
Thofe that are bound for Brazil fleer towards the height of Cape Verd, fituate in four¬ 
teen degrees of north latitude, and diftant from Palma about two hundred and fixteen 
leagues. Sailing near three hundred leagues more, you come into the torrid zone, 
and have the fun perpendicularly over your head. Hence the latitude of either 
pole is reckoned by degrees, each of which is generally computed at fixty leagues; 
but becaufe the • degrees may differ in many refpeAs, I fhall leave their number of 
leagues undetermined. 

Our voyage now was fo profperous, that every lhort fpace of time we found our- 
felves confiderably advanced: but notwithftanding the many brifli gales of wind we 
had, the heat, by reafon of the propinquity of the fun, was ftill prevalent; and 
though we were in the midft of winter, made us confiderably fweat and languilh. At 
length by the grace of God we paffed the equinoctial, when it has often happened that 
others have been kept under it for fome time with no frnall prejudice to their health, 
and frequent danger of their lives. . 

I think I fhall not much interrupt the thread of my relation, if I mention here a 
certain ceremony ufed by the mariners the day they cut the line. A fort of court is 
ere£led among them, and by confent of the commanders : then two judges dreffed ac¬ 
cordingly fit at a table, where they take full cognizance of all fuch as have not yet 
paffed the line; thofe they find, they upbraid them with having lived fo many years, 
and not having yet cut the line; and then, as if it were a great crime, they mulft 
them according to their quality: fuch as were not ready to pay their fines, or at Jcaft 
willing to offer fomething, are feized in a trice, and by a rope about their middles 
hauled up to the main-yard-arm, whence they are let thrice fucceffively into the lea. 
From this punifliment or a fine none are exempt, and it is faid that with the latter they 

maintain a church. .. 

Whilft the winds gently played their parts, we now began to devote ourietves to 

fpiritual exercifes, continually celebrating mafs; morning and night we fung the Rolary, 
id in the evening the Litany. On holidays we had always a fermon preached by one 
or other of us. Our Ihip was dedicated to Our Saviour, the Bleffed Virgin, and 
St. Jofeph, which made us to celebrate the Holy Nativity with more than ordinary fo- 
lemnity. Thofe merchants that were on board us not only adorned the altar with the 
richeft things they had, but likewife hung the outfides of our flap with feyeral carpets 
and rich clothes, the air being at that time ferene, and the fea calm. Having jult then 
finilhed my Lent, and it happening to fall out on aToday, when we were obliged to 
fail by the rules of out order. Providence fo ordered it, that that very nigh a y g 
filh of a confiderable bignefs darted againft our fails, and dropt down into our frip : 
this filh, with a great deal of pleafure, our captain prefented me, and which was re- 
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ceived with flo fmall thanks by me; for God knows how much I had fuffered during 
that whole courfe of my abftinence, flefh being the only provifion of our Ihip, and 
inv conftant diet boiled 1 entiles, bifcuit, and {linking water. The difficulty of gettino- 
fiffi I believe was partly contrived by the fearaen on purpofe to make me break nty 
Lent, they having often told me, that in ftich long voyages as this, there was no ob¬ 
ligation to abftain from flelh; but I thank God, notwithftanding their opinion, I ftill 
perfevered in ray duty. 

On twelfth-day, about two in the morning, we difcovered a liar fo large and lumi¬ 
nous, as is almoll incredible to believe : the captain declared he had never feen the 
like, though he had failed thofe feas forty times. This, faid others, may probably be 
that guide which on this day conducted the Magi to Bethlehem. But for my part, I 
am of opinion it was no other than the planet Jupiter. 

During all this time we had but only one calm half day, and that the captain propofed 
to fpend in fiffiing. Here it is moft wonderful, that having call the lead in that vaft 
ocean, and ten degrees from the line, we found but ninety foot water. Among other 
bill we took one called the Dorado or Gilt-filh, and truly not without reafon, having 
perfect rays of gold on his back, and being moreover excellent meat. This feems to 
me to be the filh Martial fpeaks of in his thirteenth book, where he fays. 

Non omnis pretium laudemque aurata meretur. 

The prey this filh moll delights in is the flying filh, with which thefe feas greatly 
abound, and which is like to our fea-fwallows, and unlike them only in that it’ has a 
blue back: the flying filh has this particular unhappinefs, that it is neither fafe in til 
air nor in the fea, being perfecuted by the birds in the former, and by the golden fi 
in the latter. 

On the 17th of January we arrived at Baia, or the city of San Salvador in Brazil, 
fituate in thirteen degrees of fouth latitude. The port of this city is not a little re¬ 
markable, whether it be for its capacioufnefs, or its fecurity for ffiipping, the latter 
being occafioned by two mountains on either fide the entrance of it, as likewife by its 
di fiance from the fea. 

At our landing we met a widow carried in a net with a pole through it on the 
Ihoulders of two black Haves, with morning clothes w'rapped about them, and the 
net covered with a quilt, at the four corners whereof marched four women Haves. 
This at firft fight being a thing new to me, I took to be a corpfe going to be buried, 
and upon enquiry found it to be a Portuguefe widow. I thereupon demanded, “ Why 
being a Chrillian Hie had not a crofs carried before herand immediately out of pure 
charity and devotion fell to faying the de profundis for her foul. This occafioned an 
immoderate laughter in the ftanders-by, who began to gather about me, whillt I hang¬ 
ing down my head, and perceiving my miltake of a living woman for a dead, was glad 
to Heal off as fall as I could. 

The ordinary fort of thefe nets I fpoke of have only one pillow or culhion in them 
whereon either to lie or fit: thofe for the women have a carpet under to lit on, and another 
over; and the women Haves, whom they call Moccomas, being the fame that wait on 
them in their chambers, walk by their fides. The richer fort of people have thefe 
coverings like to the tops of coaches, with curtains on each fide, but then the nets 
change their names to Palangas, and are much in ufe, not only in Brazil, but like wile 
ail over Ethiopia. 

This city of Baia or San Salvador is the metropolis of all Brafil, and has both a 
governor equal in power to a viceroy, and an archbilhop. The fhores of this king- 
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dom are chiefly inhabited by Portuguefe, beginning at the river Della Plata, and extend- 
ing to that of the Amazons, as likewife up as far as pollible into the country. Be¬ 
yond, the natives have their refidence. The principal traffic here is for tobacco and 
fugars, of which, every year, great quantities are fetched away by the Portuguefe 
{hips, and that not only from this city, but likewife down the rivers from San Francifco 
and Janeiro. 

To uphold the fugar-works, a vaft number of Haves is required, as well to plant and 
cultivate the canes, as to provide fufficient fuel for the prodigious furnaces that are em¬ 
ployed both night and day : fome there are who have no lefs than five hundred Haves 
for this purpofe, and whofe labour is fo hard, and their fuftenance fo fmall, that they are 
reckoned to live long if they hold out feven years. 

So great is the application of the Brazilians to this traffic of tobacco and fugars, that 
few or none take care to till the ground, or fow corn. Hence it is that all manner of 
provificns are exceflively dear in thofe parts. Their bread is generally made of the root 
of the herb Mandioca : the way they have to propagate it is by tearing off a branch of 
it, and burying it in the earth, when in a fliort time it will caff forth a root, and fhoot 
up a ftalk and leaves like to our lupins. At certain feafons of the year they prefs the 
juice out of the ftalks and leaves by a fort of hand-mill, and that ferves them either for 
drink or broth. The fame cuftom is ufed likewife in the kingdom of Angola, and other 
places. 

Filh is extremely dear in this country, there being but very few that apply them- 
felves to catch it. Flefh likewife is at a great rate, and that by reafon of the great 
diftance of paftures, infomuch that cattle often either die by the way in bringing, or 
elfe are harraffed to fkin and bone by their journey. Water alfo, that neceffary ele¬ 
ment, is fcarce, and what they have is, for the molt part, brackifh; fo that a traveller 
in thefe parts muff of neceffity provide himfelf as well with this as with victuals. 

Fruit they have here of many excellent kinds, and which, though different from, 
ours in Europe, yet is no lefs palatable and nourilhing. Among others, there is a fort 
of palm called Cocoa, whole nuts fhoot out with a ftalk in a clufter to the number of 
twenty, more or lefs, at the bottom of a thick crowd of long, fharp, and bending leaves, 
not unlike fcythes : each of thefe nuts is of the bignefs of a flafk with its ftraw cloth¬ 
ing, with two rinds, whereof the latter being fawed afunder, ferves for cups to drink 
out of. Its fruit is of an excellent favour, and white as milk, but very fubflantial; in 
the midft of it there is about an ordinary glafs-full of liquor, which, while the fruit is 
green, is in greater quantity, though not fo pleafant, but, as they fay, cooling; yet 
when ripe, they fay it becomes hot. This fort of palm is to be found in Ethiopia and 
in the Eaft Indies, and, in time of year, by tapping, affords a great deal of wine. 
Here is another kind of fruit called Mamao, which grows on a tree raoftly without 
branches, and whofe trunk is like to a beam adorned with leaves and fruit; each leaf 
produces its fruit like to melons and pumkins in Ihew as well as tafte: the feed is like 
pepper, and has fomething of the tafte of it; the ftalks on which the leaves grow, are 
long, like the {hoots of our vines in Europe, bowing with the weight of the large leaves, 
and four or five fpans long. 

Another fort of fruit-tree is the Banana, but which may rather be termed an affem- 
blage of leaves interwoven and twilled together fo neatly, that they form a plant about 
fifteen fpans high; at the top it throws out one duller of fruit like to a bunch of thofe 
grapes which we, in Italian, call Corniole, and which is, ol itlelf, a iufficient burden 
for one man: every berry of this clufter is about a fpan long, and as thick as one s 
wrift, with a rind like to an orange. When the fruit is once gathered, you cut down 
the tree to make it fprout anew, infomuch that being once planted, and thus ordered, 
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it will often be ready to offer a grateful return to its planter. This fruit the natives cal¬ 
led Cacchio, and which, even while green, they garher and hang up in their houfes, 
where by degrees it ripens, and grows as yelhftv as gold: when dry, they cut it acrofs 
the middle, and it taftes much like to a dried fig of Calabria. The leaves of this plant 
are fo neatly ftreaked and fleeked, that one would think they were rather the work of 
art than nature : they are generally about ten fpans long, and about three in breadth. 
Many are of opinion, and argue that thefe were the leaves our firft parents covered 
their nakednefs with, after tranfgreffing the divine precept in Paradife; which is not 
unlikely, becaufe of their length and breadth before-mentioned, and becaufe in fome 
countries this fort of fruit is called a fig; and the Scripture tells us they made 
them aprons of fig-leaves ; unlefs it were that fig, in India, which the Arabs and Per- 
fians call Mouz, and the Portuguefe the Indian fig, one leaf whereof ferves for a table¬ 
cloth at a feaft. 

The fruit Nicefi is much of the fame kind with the former, being produced by a like 
plant, and difagreeing only in, that thefe are fomewhat lefs. This fruit being cut in 
the middle, or any ways except in length, fhews a fort of fketch or rough draught of 
a crucifix, and which I take to be more wonderful than that of the fruit of the plant 
Baruth, vulgarly called the Paradife fig, wherein, when cut, is to be feen plainly the 
impreflion of the Greek letter tau, when in this our fruit is as eafy to be difcovered the 
figure of our Saviour upon the crofs. 

For want of a conveniency to carry me farther up into the country, I was fain fome- 
times to rely upon the relations of others, but then I always took care to take them 
from perfons of credit and natives of the place. I was told that, higher up, there 
were vaft woods of large citron-trees, which feems not improbable, if we confider the 
great quantity of candied citron-peel preferved, and brought yearly from thence. To 
ripen them, they bend down the tendered: branches of the tree, and cover the citrons 
with earth, whereby they foon become foft and yellow, and are pleafant to eat. I for¬ 
bear to mention the many fruits that are to be found in thefe woods, and will confine 
inyfelf to fpeak briefly of the trees. 

The trees in the for eft are fome of them fo vaftty great, that large boats, called' 
Canoos, are made out of them all of a piece. One of thefe I faw in the port of Baia, 
higher than one of our feluccas, as broad, and of length fufficient for ten or eleven 
men to row with long oars, having only the rudder added to it from another tree. This 
I muft tell you was fomething extraordinary, for commonly they row thefe boats with 
oars like fliovels, and that, Handing more or lefs on a fide as occafion ferves. The 
Indian fifliers have other forts of boats made of reeds raddled together, and which ferve 
their turn well enough, for they value not the waters coining in, having no clothes to 
fpoil. In this country there is great quantity of the wood called Brazil wood, fome red 
of the colour of porphyry, and another fort quite black like ebony. Here are alfo fome 
trees that diftil the true balm, others that produce a kind of oil, called by the natives 
Coppaiua, and which is an abfolute cure for green wounds, as likewife a remedy againft 
old aches, and good to comfort the ftomach. A third fort called Almefega, which 
diftils a liquor like to frankincenfe, and ferves to heal contufions and bruifes in any part 
of the body, and moreover comforts the ftomach if taken inwardly. There are alfo 
fome plants to be met with here named Bicoiua, or nutmeg, whofe juice is a great 
relief againft, if not an abfolute cure for, fluxes and gripes. 

Not many years fince cinnamon was firft ordered to be brought hither by the King 
of Portugal from the Eaft Indies, with exprefs command to the captains of Ihips, that 
they fliould deliver it to the reverend fathers of the Society of Jefus, who about four 
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miles from the city of Baia, have a marlh belonging to them, where it has thrived to a 
miracle. The birds likewife, by picking the feed, and dropping it about the country, 
have mightily contributed towards its increafe ; for when I was there, I faw many little 
trees of it in feveral places, and which could not have come thither by any other means. * 
Alfo at my being there, the trees that were firft planted were begun to be flawed, and 
about fourteen pounds of the bark ready to be fent as the firil-fruils to the King. 

I imagine I fhall not much ftray from my fubject, if I give fome light here into the 
origin of the natives of this country from a certain Franafcan writer, who writ in the 
Portuguefe tongue, and had his information from the Hollanders. He fays, that thel'e 
people came from the iflands of Swedeland, either becaufe of the great colds that reign 
there, or being thrown on thefe coafts by a tempeft. The Indian natives of Brazil 
have the name of Tabareos, and thofe bom of a Portuguefe and a native are called 
Cabollos. The former fort are of a brownifli complexion, have long ftraight hair, with 
little round eyes, and thick well-fet bodies of a middle fize: their clothing is no more 
than they came into the world with: they maintain rhemfelves with hunting and fruit, 
which is the reafon that they feldom continue long in one place, but wander about 
according to the feafons proper for that purpofe. Sometimes they feed upon man’s 
fiefli, and that upon the following occafion : when any one of their relations or friends 
fail defperately fick, before lie grows worfe they knock him on the head, and cutting 
his body to pieces, diftribute it amongft the reft to eat} alleging, “ that it is much 
more honourable for him to be devoured by them, than to be preyed upon by worms 
and infects.” And thus, as they have lived like beafts, fo, like beafts, they die. 

I was told by one Father Martin, a Capuchin, who had lived fourteen years in thofe 
parts, and was then fuperior, that thefe fort of people are very apprehenfive and docible, 
and that though they could not read, yet they would fing and aflift at mafs and vefpers. 
This Father told me likewife, that he had brought over great numbers of them to the 
true faith, and that they were in appearance fo good Chriftians, that, when they were at 
church, (I fpeak this to our confullon and fliame,) they might be feen kneeling on both 
knees like ftatues, without the leaft motion; and though they heard any noife, not one 
of them would offer to look behind him, or l'peak the leaft word, thinking it a facrilege. 
He added further, that at firft he found great difficulties in learning their language, but 
that at length, in the fpace of four years, he made himfelf an abfolute mafter of it. 

And becaufe that thefe people lived without a ruler and government, when he came 
among them, the fame Father chofe out the bell among them for their governor, and 
whom the reft readily obeyed. He then reduced them to our way of living, and 
brought them to eat their meat at due times of the day, whereas before the pot was 
always ready, and they did little elfe but eat and drink. He taught them alfo to plant 
their Mandioca fpoken of before, and inftrutted them in the art of fpinning and weav¬ 
ing their cotton, to the end that they might conceal thofe parts which decency require 
fliould be hid. He told me likewife, that before that time he had met with but one 
among a great number that had any thing to cover his nakednefs, and that was given 
him by a miffioner. 

This Father, in procefs of time, becoming perfectly {killed in their language, and 
being moreover well-beloved by them, had a more than ordinary opportunity to incul¬ 
cate religion into them; and which undertaking of his was likewife facilitated by their 
having no idols or worfhip among them at the time of his attempting it. Their notions 
of a deity are, that there are two great perfons much in favour with God, and they 
pray for them continually; but who thefe perfons are they cannot tell yet, which 
may be eafily excufed, in regard that fome of them believe nothing at all. How 
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zealous thev are for their new religion may be feen by the following mftance: — 
A certain wizard, initruGed perhaps in his hellilh fcience by fome Blacks that 
had run from their matters, was on a time feized by them, and carried before 
Father Martin, by whom, being iharply reproved for his wicked practices, he was let 
‘ on condition that he fhould forfake his horrid profeflion. But this readincfs of his 
to promife rather proceeded from want of liberty than from any inclination to recant ; 
info much that in a very fhort time he relapfed into his former error, and was feized a 
fecond time by fuch as did not think fit to releafe him any more without the Iofs of his 
head. This done, they dragged his body before Father Martin, to whom they addrefled 
themfelves in thefe words: “ O dear Father, you are too forward in forgiving: thefe fort 
of people may prove a great check to the growth of our new religion, and therefore we 
have lopped off the head of this wicked wizard, to prevent his doing any more nnfchief 
among us. Here are his head and body to difpofe of as you fhall beft think fit. And to 
give them their due, they are more than ordinarily careful to protea the facred truths 

eftabiifhed among them. „, t , • 

The flelh they eat is generally that of wild creatures, killed by them in great abun¬ 
dance with their bows; and efpecially of a fort of ferpent called Bornrna, which they 
love inordinately. This ferpent, after he has well filled his belly, falls afleep ; and 
being fo found by the hunters, they dart their arrows into him, and lull hun. 1 hey 
fav his flefh is exceedingly white, and well relilhed, and in fatnefs much like a hog. 
After they have cut off his head, and tom away his bowels, they devour the reft of it 
greedily. At a certain feaft in Baia, I obferved the windows, inftead of tape (try and 
arras, adorned with the fkins of thefe ferpents, as wide as that of a large ox, and long 

m FadierMartin having taken care that the Indian governor defied by him fliould pay 
obedience to the Portuguefe, it foon happened that a mutual commerce was eftabhlhed 
between both nations; and though the merchandize of the former was but.of final! re¬ 
turns yet it neverthelefs ferved them to clothe their nakednefs, and to fumifli them 
with iron for their ufes. The things they traded in were chiefly Brazil wood, lkms of 
beafts, divers forts of monkeys, parrots of all kinds, and the like. Of thefe laft, the 
hens are called, in the Indian language, Coricas, and are obferved to be far more lo¬ 
quacious than the cocks. Araras are another fort; thefe are about the bigneis of our 
capons, and have long tails of divers colours. The paroquets are equal to our thrufhes 
in bigneis, and generally green, whereas the others, for the molt part, are grey and 
crimfon. They all imitate the human voice when taught. 

Apes and monkeys, likewffe, they have of all kinds, but none without tails. One of 
thefe forts is very much efteemed ; but no lefs difficult to tranfport into any part of 
Europe, becaufe of the cold; they are called Sagoris, or Sagorini, are no bigger than 
dormice, and are kept in cotton in muffs. Thofe few monkeys that are brought to 
Portugal are bought by the ladies there for about a piftole a-piece; and if they be of 
both fexes, the price is much greater, and they ferve for a confiderable prefent. 1 hefe, 
and many-other things no lefs curious than gallant, are brought by thefe people Co fell 
to the Portuguefe all along the coafts of Brazil. Such among them as have no genius 
to trading voluntarily lift themfelves in the Portuguefe fervice for fo much a month or 

3 ^Becaufe I have before begun to fpeak of birds, I will here give fome ffiort account of 
the oftrich - if I may have leave to call that a bird, which is more beholden to its legs 
than its wings. In this country the oftrich is called Hiema, and is of that largenefs as 
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may be gueflcd at by the dimenfioas of its egg: I have feen both young and old, little 
and great, of them: their feathers are ot a light brown, and their wings flrengthened 
by a double joint. They eat all forts of food, and will digeft wood and iron, both 
which they greedily devour. Their eggs they lay in the fand, wherewith they cover 
them, I know not whether out of defign that it fhould ferve them for a tomb or a 
cradle; for it often happens that, not remembering where they have laid them, they 
by miftake hatch thofe of another, and the chicken is no fooner out of the fliell but it 
fhifts for itfelf. When they run from you, they only raife one wing, and for the reft 
truft to their feet, whereon they have but two claws on each. They are fo fwift, that, 
provided they have the wind for them, (which they always take a great deal of care to 
procure,) they will out-run a horfe in his full career. When the hunters have a mind 
to take them, they always follow them full fpeed, and with a long hook ftretched forth 
catch them, if can, by the neck; which, if accomplifhed, they foon conquer, and 
have enough to boall of all the remainder of their lives. 

Before I leave Brazil to proceed on my voyage, I muft take notice of another fort of 
hunting there, and that not of animals by men, but, on the contrary, of men by animals, 
and thofe of the finalleft iize. You muft know,, then, that here is a fort of worms almoft 
invifible, which are called, in the country language, Nigua, which, hopping upon men's 
toes for fome time like fleas, afterwards penetrate the fkin, and hide themfelves between 
the flefli and nails of the toes. This at fir ft gives a pleafant tickling, but at length they 
grow to the bignefs of a vetch, and occafion a great deal of pain, reducing the patient, 
if not timely prevented, to a manifeft danger of either Jofing his toe or foot. When they 
have thus entered the fkin, the only way to get rid of them, and reftore the part, is by 
paring away the flefli, fo far at leaft as is infe&ed; for they are of a fort of venomous 
nature, and will rot and corrupt whatever they lie long upon. For my part, I have 
experienced both the pain and the danger of them. But a certain French friar of our 
order was more particularly plagued with them ; for had he not had ipeedy recourfe to 
a fkilful furgeon, he had infallibly loft all his toes. 

Some will needs have thefe worms to be one of the ten plagues of Egypt, fent by 
God to humble Pharoah; and Father Michael Angelo de Guattini, a Capuchin mif- 
fioner to the kingdom of Congo, hints as much in a letter to his father from Fernam- 
buco. 

In the iflands of Cape Verde there is another fort of worms that penetrate the heel, 
and thence creep up under the fkin like a horfe-hair. The way to extirpate thefe is 
either to fcarify the flefh as before, and fo flop their progrefs; or elfe to feize them by 
one end, and by little and little to draw them out whole. Of this fort Della Valle 
fpeaks in his travels; but his, it feems, were of a more contagious kind, and of a much 
longer fize. 

During my ftay at Baia, however diverted, my mind ftill ran on purfuing my 
voyage, and confequently my chiefeft bufinefs was to enquire for fliips bound for 
Africa. We were but three of us, and heard of one, but that was not to depart 
in four months; therefore fo great delay could not at all fuit with our driires to 
be gone. At laft we lighted on a fmack or brigantine, Ivhich was to fet fail the firft 
fair wind, and whofe captain proffered to carry us to Angola. His kindnefs we 
readily accepted: but whilft we thought ourfelves fecure of a paffage, the governor 
of Brazil commanded him to tranfport nine prifoners in chains to Angola, amongft 
whom was his own Secretary, difgraced for fpeaking difrefpeftfully of his mafter; 
and for his greater punifhment, chained by the leg and arm with a Black Have. 
The captain having received thefe orders, excufed himfelf of his promife to us, alledg- 
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ing that he had not room in his Ihip for ns all, and therefore defired we would 
provide ourfelves elfewhere. This, however, did not difcourage us, for we imme¬ 
diately applied ourfelves to the governor, and begged of him to let part at leaft of 
the prifoners be left a-lhore, that we might proceed on our million. He was fo far 
from yielding to our requeft, that he commanded that we likewife lhould be gone on 
board, not caring whether there were any accommodations for us in the Ihip or no. 
He was obeyed, but fcarce were we got out of the port, before the captain (whether 
moved by zeal or gold, I won’t determine) called me to his crew, and alked them, 
where we poor Capuchins lhould lie, alledging that it was both his and their duty to 
take care of us. And fo hoifting out the longboat, he put the fecretary and two other 
prifoners into it, and fent them alhore, and 1 believe he had done as much tor the reft 
had they prefented him, by which means we got fome accommodation. We after¬ 
wards heard that this lecretary proved fo great a thorn in his matter's fide, and fecretiy 
raifed fo powerful a faction againft him, that in a fliort time he occafioned him to be 
Teized and fent to Lilbon. This it feems has been a common praftice in the Portuguefe 
colonies at fo great diftance from court; for whenever they do not like a governor, 
they forthwith embark and fend him home, and he ought to be thankful if he efcapes 
fo. The fame has been fometimes done in the kingdom of Angola, and elfewhere in 
the Portugal dominions. If the fucceeding governor does not bring a general pardon 
for all delinquents, he is not admitted alhore 9 and this becaufe of their having once 
been called to account and feverely punithed for want of luch policy. ¥ 

Seventy-feven days were we cooped up in this fmack without ducovenng land 9^ but 
what moll grieved us was, that we could not fay in all that time that we bad feen either 
Iky or fea, being kept down in the hold continually to avoid the rain or waves. 1 o- 
wards the Cape of Good Hope we met a furious tempeft, whofe vehemence broke 
down part of our prow, and we faw ourfelves at death’s door ; but at length through 
God’s grace, and the diligence of the Teamen, that danger was removed. All the 
while the pilot was extremely concerned that we faw no land, when by his computation 
it lhould have appeared at leaft eight days before. Neverthelefs, at length we had 
f„ T ht of it, and found ourfelves much nearer to it than we thought we had been. Then 
began joy to Ihine out in each man’s countenance, and a feaft was ordered throughout 
the whole Ihip ; and the pilot was fo well pleafed, that he gave the feaman a pair of 
filk-ftockings who firft brought him news of the land. . . 

After this we put our boat to fea, and fome of the (hip’s company going in her a 
filhing had fo good luck in a very Ihort time, as almoft to fill her with excellent fifti. 
This fight furprifed me, and put me in mind of the fea of Genefarette, where the 
apoftles, through our Saviour’s blefling, had the like good fortune. We left the boat 
at fea all that night, fattened only with a rope to our fmack, and with two men in her. 
About five hours after night, a whale happening to pafs between the boat and the fmack, 
broke the rope in two, and fet the boat adrift; which was not all, for lhe gave luch a 
(hock to the veffel, as put out the light at the bittake, and the fteeilinan being in the 
dark we were in evident danger of being loft, and muft have inevitably perilhed, had 
ttie taken us acrofs the middle of our keel. The night was exceedingly dark, infomuch 
that we could by no means difcover which way the men and boat were driven ; there¬ 
fore we furled our fails, and laid by, and at the fame time threw up fome fire-works 
in the air to ferve for a guide to thofe miferable wretches to find us; who at length 
appeared, when we had given them over to be loft. 

Amongft other fifli obferved by me in thefe dangerous Teas, ts the lhark; his nature 
is to follow Ihips in hopes of prey. His head is like that of a dog, and his bignefs more 
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or lefs according to his age; but generally at full growth as thick as an ox. He has 
a very large mouth, and a treble row of exceedingly iharp teeth. When he eats, his 
upper jaw only moves ; and man’s flefli is one of the greateft of his dainties. Our ma¬ 
riners with a bait of fait beef took one of them, but in hoi Ring him up to the lhip he 
efcaped; yet throwing in the hook fpeedily he was taken again. Having opened his 
belly, we found therein a great many of the bones of meat which we had thrown for 
feveral days into the fea ; and whereby it appeared that he had followed us for fome 
rime. I obferving that his heart beat long after it was tom from his entrails, took it up 
and kept it rill the next day; when going to view it again, to my great wonder, it flill 
panted. This filh always fwims attended by a great many little ones of divers colours, 
and which fome will have to fubfift upon the fleam that flies from his mouth. Thefe 
little filh are called by the Portuguefe Romeiros, which fignifies pilgrims. There is 
another fort of about a fpan long which flick to him, with their bellies upwards, and 
nofes like nutmeg-graters; thefe have the name of Pegadores, that is, flickers, from 
this aflion. They are mentioned by F. di Gennaro, in his Sacred Oriental, lib. i. c. 7. 

That this fliark-fifh is more than ordinarily greedy of man’s flefli, may appear by 
the following inflance: — Our fliip having a brifk gale of wind mofl of the way between 
Lifbon and Brazil, a poor mariner about break of day happened to drop off the yard¬ 
arm into the fea. At this accident the fentry immediately gave notice, which occa- 
fioned us all to come fpeedily running to the man’s afliftance; fome threw overboard to 
him whatever planks they could find, whilft others endeavoured to tack about the fhip ; 
but all in vain, for being under fo full fail we made too much way. At laft finding 
all means to fave him fruitlefs, I caufed one to call out to him from the poop of the fhip 
to give a fign of confelfion; which the unhappy wretch immediately did, by holding up 
his arm ; which I perceiving gave him abfolurion, and then he foon funk. Not long 
after I fpied a fhark-fifh, half above and half under water, rather flying than fivimming 
towards the body; which was a terrible fight to all, but more particularly touched me 
to the heart. 

Another fort of fifh we faw, whofe name is Bonitto, as large as the lantern-fifh, and 
of a yellow and green colour j but which the more pleafing it was to our fight, the 
more pernicious it would have proved to us had we eaten of it, for it caufes fudden 
death, which makes the fifhermen as foon as taken to throw it away. 

The birds that fly mofl ab^ut in thefe feas are Alcatraci, a fort of fea-gulls as big as 
geefe, of a brownifh colour, with long beaks, wherewith they take fifh: and which 
they feed on, either upon the furface of the water, or after they are up in the air. 
At night when they are difpofed to fleep, they dart themfelves aloft as high as poffible, 
and putting their head under one wing, fupport themfelves for fome time with the other; 
but becaufe the weight of their bodies muff needs force them down again at laft, they 
no fooner come to the water but they retake their flight, and both which being often 
repeated, they may in a manner be laid to fleep waking. Oftentimes it happens that 
they fall into the fhips as they fail, and into ours there fell two one night, and one 
another; thofe that know the nature of them, farther fay, that in time of year they 
always go on fhore to build their nefts, and that in the higheft places, whereby they 
facilitate their flight, having but fhort feet, and thofe large like unto a goofe. Of this 
we made an experiment upon them that fell into our fhip, and found that being left at 
liberty upon the plain deck, they could by no means raife themfelves. 

Before we had a fight of the Cape of Good Hope, we faw feveral other birds called 
Velvet-fleeves, as large as geefe; exceedingly white, and with long black bills. Thefe, 
like the pigeons out of the ark, were as fo many meffengers to inform us that the land 
was at hand, their cuftom being a days to flutter about upon the waves, and at night 

to 
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to return to the fliore to reft j the fight of them makes the feamen leap, and cry out 
for joy like madmen. 

There are alfo other figns of land being near, as thofe they call the Caravels of Bn- 
tany, being weeds, or rather reeds like the Indian canes; or rather like grafs, but as 
thick as one’s finger, thrown out by the rivers, and which feem at a diftance to be a 
finall ifland fixed in the ocean, being met fometimes an hundred miles at fea. Whilft 
we failed along the coafts, forae of the feamen would needs Ihew me a great crofs cut 
111 a mountain, and which they told me was made there long before thofe countries were 
difcovered by the Europeans. But notwithftanding all the diligence I could ufe, with 
the help of a profpecHve glafs, I could not perceive it by reafon of the great motion 
ot the fliip. I alked them who was fuppofed to have introduced this fign of our falva- 
tion amongft thofe ignorant pagans; but they could give me no manner of farisfa&ion. 
Now we are coafting along the fliore of the Cape of Good Hope, I imagine it will 
not feem anyways improper to difcourfe of fomething relating to the inhabitants of this 
country. By the relations of many, thofe people are faid not to have the gift of human 
voice, but to underftand each other only by a fort of hilling tone, and motion of the 
lips; likewife that whatever pains have been taken with them, they could never 
hitherto be brought to fpeak articulately. Inftead of clothing in winter-time, they 
generally anoint their bodies all over with a certain liquor diftilled from a tree; and 
which the better to fettle upon their Ikins, they bedaub therafelves fufficiently with wild 
oxen dung, which when dried and hardened, cannot be eafily got off. When they 
would take off that crafted coat, they do it with hot water, which leaves them naked 
as before, as they go in hot weather, and eat much flelh. Which makes me fay with 
Ovid in his De Triftibus, lib. v. el. 7. 

Sire homines, non Amt homines hoc nomine digni. 

The Portuguefe call them Papagentes, that is, men-eaters, on account of fome acci¬ 
dents that have happened there, one of which that was told me I will infert. 

In one of the ports formed by nature, where there are many on thefe coafts capable 
of receiving two or three thoufand fhips each, a certain veffel came to an anchor; the 
captain with fome of his crew going alhore well armed, and happened to ftray a little 
further than ordinary from his companions, faw two women entirely black and naked 
carrying of wood. Thefe women, at the fight of a white man, began to ftand ftill; 
which we perceiving, and being willing to encourage them, threw them down feveral 
trifles, fuch as fine knives, glafs, coral, and the like. At this they immediately caft 
away their burdens, and fell to gathering up the toys, leaping and dancing about the 
captain. This pleafed him fo well, that he was refolved to have as much of it as he 
could, and for that end fquatted himfelf down on the grafs. They perceiving his 
fecurity, continued their gambols for fome time; but at length one of them feizing 
him behind acrofs the arms, and the other catching up his feet at the fame time, flew 
away with him with fuch dexterity and fwiftnefs, that it was impoffible for his com¬ 
panions, who both faw and heard him cry out, either to refcue or come near him. 
Being deprived of all hopes of recovering him, they thought it advifable to return to 
their /hip, where they refle&ed on the barbarous banquet thofe, rather beafts than 
human creatures, were to make that night. 

To confirm the probability of this ftory, Father Michael Angelo de Guattina relates 
in a letter to his father from Loanda, a city in this country, that whilft he was failing 
along thefe coafts, not above a muiquetdbot from fliore, the pilot of the fliip went 
vox. xvi, b E alhore 
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afhore to eafe hitnfelf; but fcarce was he out of the long-boat before he leaped back 
again with great furprife and amazement, having it feems difcovered behind a rock, 
abundance of fifli drying at a great fire, by which he underftood the Papagentes were 
not far off, and put him into fuch a fright, that he never thought of the bufmefs he 
went about in three days after. 

Another ftory I have heard as follows :—The captain of a certain Ihip having been in 
a great ltorm, drove into one of thefe ports to repair his damage ; his paflengers going 
alhore to look about them, difcovered at a diftance a fort of fea-monfters like unto 
men, and that not only in their figures, but likewife in their actions; for they faw 
them plainly gather a great quantity of a certain herb, with which they immediately 
plunged themfelves into the lea. Having obferved what fort of herb this was, the 
paflengers gathered feveral bundles of it likewife, and laid the fame upon the fliore ; 
the fea-monfters returning, and finding it ready gathered to their hands, took it up 
and plunged into the Tea as before. But, O the great example of gratitude that reigns 
even in the deeps! Thefe creatures knowing themfelves to have been obliged, forth¬ 
with drew front the bottom of the fea a great quantity of coral, and other fea-herbs, 
and carrying them alhore, laid them in the fame place where they had found the herbs. 
This being repeated feveral times, the paflengers thought thefe creatures endeavoured 
to exceed them in benefits; and therefore as a great rarity, fcarce to be paralleled even 
in rational animals, they refolved if poflible to take them. For this purpofe they pro¬ 
cured a net from the {hip, and pitched it in a proper place; but though their defign 
fucceeded fo far as to take them, yet could not they hold them, they {hewing them 
another human trick, which was by lifting up the net and making their efcape, never 
appearing there after as long as. the ihip {laid. 

Another relation I have had made me, which may not be improper to infert here : — 
The Portuguefe, for the conveniency of failing thofe ftormy feas, would needs fome 
years fince make a certain experiment on thefe parts. For this end they brought f rom 
Lifbon fix or eight condemned perfons, and left them in one of the three points of the 
Cape of Good Hope, with provifions of all things fufficient for a year. Thefe men 
they commanded to take ftrift notice of all mutations of feafons, of the climate, the 
land and the fea; and withal enjoined them to let nothing pafs of any moment each day 
they were there; promifing them withal, that if they obferved thefe their commands, 
they would come the next year and fetch them away, and give them their liberty to- 
boot. Thefe wretches being thus left, inftead of efcaping deftru&ion, met a more 
than common fate by thefe means; for in a fliort time, through the exceflive cold that 
reigns there, more than in any other of the points of the laid Cape, they were all 
frozen to death. At the return of the fliips, the laft of them that furvived having 
obferved many particulars, and related the manner of his other companions’ deaths, 
was found frozen to a ftone with a pen in his hand. The laft thing remarked by him 
was, “ That the greateft fire was fcarce capable of overcoming the mod intenfe cold 
of this country.’’ ° But all this I muft fubmit to the reader, having it only by hearfay, 
and not having experienced it mvfelf. 

After three or four days failing along thefe coafts right afore the wind, we entered a 
port in the kingdom of Banchella, or Banquella, a conqueft of the Portuguefe. Here 
the people, through a bad temperature of the air, which infefts their victuals, have all 
the countenances of death, fpeak with broken voices, and as one may fay, can fcarce 
keep their fouls between their teeth. Our arrival bring but juft known, the vicar- 
general came to vifit us at one o’clock in the morning, bringing along with him feveral 
refrelhments of flelb, fruit, and herbs. At this unexpected charity and civility, we 
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were at firft furprifed; but after we came to know that both he, and four of his 
brethren, had been bred in our monafteries, that wonder ceafed. This vicar may be 
faid to be general only over himfelf, there being no Catholic prieft in all this country 
but he. 

Some years pall there was another million of our order into thefe parts; but becaufe 
the chief man gave no good example himfelf, few of the Blacks were converted, and 
thofe that were gave but little attention to whac was taught them, giving for reafon, 
“ That it the law of God was fo negligently obferved by Whites, how could they be 
expeded to praclife it more devoutly ?” The lafl two of the friars employed at that 
time, died martyrs to their lenity; for they chuftng rather to admoniih than corred, 
to exhort than reprove a certain great man of a fcandalous life, in about eight days 
time died of poifon, thereby terminating both their million and their lives: the truth 
ol this ought not to be doubted of, becaufe it was the common talk when I was there. 
The other Pagans that live up higher in the country, lead the infamous life of the 
Giaghi, a people that lhall be fpoken of more at large hereafter. 

As foon as day-light appeared we went on fljore to return thanks to Almighty God 
for our fafe arrival. Here the firft thing I obferved was, a great abundance of date- 
trees, which it feems of all Lower ./Ethiopia flourilh mod in thefe parts, though in 
goodnefs they are far inferior to thofe of the eall. 1 like wife took notice of many 
arbours and walks of vines, which, by reafon of the moiftnefs of the earth, fprings 
being every where near the i'urface, produce grapes twice a year in great plenty. 
Neverthelefs no wine is made, becaufe the exceflive heat that reigns here would rather 
putrify than purge it. Every houfe hereabouts has fpring-water, it lying not above 
two foot deep; and which is the greater wonder, by reafon that it is fo near the fea. 

If this country abounds with bad men, it is no lefs productive of good beafts. Of 
elephants here are many, which with their ivory teeth bring great profit to thofe that 
take them. The elk likewife, that fo much defired and falutilerous beaft, is frequently 
to be met with in thefe parts ; and which for the virtue of one of his feet, has de- 
fervedly obtained, in the Congolan language, the name of Ncoco, fignifying The 
Excellent Beall. It is only called in Spain La Gran Beftia, or the Great Beaft. The 
way to find out in which foot the virtue lies, is by knocking him down ; when to re¬ 
cover himfelf of the blow, he will immediately lift up that leg which is moll efficacious, 
and fcratch his ear. Then mult you be ready with a ffiarp fcymitar to lop off the 
medical limb, and you (hall find an infallible remedy againll the falling-ficknefs trea- 
i'ured up in his claws. Peter Cobero Sebaflian fays, in his travels, that he has feen 
many of thefe hearts in Poland. Thofe feen by me were of about the bignefs of little 
afles, of a brownifh colour, with long broad ears hanging down like to thofe of Englilh 
fpaniels. 

In thefe woods may alio be found another creature, called by the natives Engalla, 
and much like unto a wild boar: the two tulks of which beaft being reduced to 
powder, expels fevers, evacuating by way of lweat the malignity of the diftemper. 
This powder being likewife made up with the juice of a palm-tree, called Mateba, com- 
pofes an admirable antidote. Here is alfo the unicorn, called by the Congolans Abada, 
whofe medicinal virtue being fufficiently known, needs not to be taken notice of. 
Thefe unicorns are very different from thofe commonly mentioned by authors ; and if 
you will believe what I have heard fay, there are none ol that fort now to be found. 
A Theatine miffioner to the Eaft Iudies told me, at his ret urn from Goa, that he had 
endeavoured to get one of thefe laft, but whatever diligence he ufed, he could by no 
means obtain it. He added moreover, that he had heard feveral of the Ealfeni people, 
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efpeciallv the Chiuefe aftrologers, lay* that according to their computations thofe uni¬ 
corns all died the fame day that our Saviour died. What allufion thefe can have to our 
Saviour may probably be from their chaftity, but I mutt leave all to my reader, who 
will condemn and approve as he thinks fit. The unicorn or Abada of tins country 
commonly arrives to the bignefs of an os, and the male only has a horn in his roie- 
head * thefe have the fame virtue as the other fort, if taken young, and before they 
have coupled ; for the old ones lofe much of their virtue by coupling. 

Thefe forefts likewife breed another four-footed animal called Zebra, not unlike a 
wild mule : the {kin of this creature is fo beautiful, that one would rather take it for a 
fine woven filkthan a hide: its beauty confifts of feveralequidiltant fa-eaks (tour fingers 
broad) of white and black, bordered on both fides with rufiet. 1 his animat is no le s 
fwift than beautiful, info-much that if the natives can but tame one of them, no price 
is thought too great to offer for it. Our fuperior, Father da Romano, amongft other 
'§Ws, fent feveral fkins of this beaft as a prefent-to the great Duke of Tufcany. 

Here are alfo abundance of another kind of beafts, called by the Negroes Impellan- 
che, of about the bignefs of the foregoing, and in colour much like to what we call 
in horfes aforrel: thefe have ftraight twilled horns, by the feveral degrees of which 
wreathing, their age comes to be known. They have, in like manner^ feme refem- 
blance of a mule; their flefh is white, and would be more in efteem were it not fpongy 
and infipid; but in rutting time, fay the natives, it ought by no means to be eaten, 
for fear of doing harm. The fame is reported of the wild goat, that if it be eaten 
when it is luftful, it caufes fuch a rot in the feet that the toe-nails drop oft. A his is 
held to be fo infallible, that it can never mifs. An inftance whereof happened in my 
time, in the following manner: —Some hunters having taken one of theie goats, iul- 
peded of being in the aforefaid condition, brought it to our monaftery at Sogno to left: 
our Fathers not knowing the nature of it, eat part of it, refervmg the reft for another 
time. This coming to the count’s ears, he came in mighty hafte to our convent, with 
a numerous attendance, and going diredlly into the kitchen, he commanded alt the 
ftefh to be thrown away, the veffels that it had touched to be broken, and would more¬ 
over have fet fire to thehoufe as infectious, had not our Father remonltrated to him in 
an humble manner, “ That they were fenfible of no harm it had done them, and that 
they verily believed there was none to be feared upon that occafion: as alfo, that 
whatever mifchief had formerly happened, it was rather to be attributed to fome other 
accident, than to any peftilential quality in the goat,” With thefe and the like reafons 
they at length prevailed on the count to depart, without doing them any farther 
damage When thefe wild goats are old, there are certain ftones to be found m their 
bellies, not unlike to Bezoar ftones, and whereof thofe produced by the male are of 
the nobler kind, being experienced remedies in feveral cafes, efpecially in that of poifon. 
At the firft taking them out, they are foft and tender, but having been a-while m the 
air they begin to harden, and in a ihort time become perfect itone. They mult be 
taken as foon as ever the beaft is killed, otherwife they will loon diftolve. 

Another fort of beafts in this country are the Impanguezze, fo called by the natives : 
thefe are a kind of wild cows, whereof fome are red, others am-colour, and fome quite 
black: they are all very fwift-footed, and have a pair of exceeding long horns in their 
foreheads. When they are wounded in the chafe, like wild bulls or buffaloes, they 
immediately face the affaulter, and if he does not inftantly take care to fave himlblf in 
fome tree or other, inftead of killing, he will be in no common danger of being 
miferably killed. The flefh of this beaft is very well relifhed and fubftantial; its mar¬ 
row is an infallible remedy againft cold humours and aches: of its ikin the Negroes 
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make targets, which will ref?ft the fwifteft force of an arrow, fo that if a man Hands 
bowing behind it he is altogether fafe. 

It is now high time to leave the wild beafts to range in the woods, and to come to 
ipeak of a certain brutifh cuftom thefe people have amongft them in making of (laves, 
which I take not to be lawful for any perfon of a good confcience to buy here. 
Every one of thefe Negroes takes to wife as many women, be they flaves or free, it is 
no matter, as he can poffibly get: thefe women, by his confent, make it their bufmefs 
to charm men to their embraces, which, when they have done fo as to make them 
commit the act, they prefently accufe them to their Barracan, fo they call their fup- 
pofed hufband, who, feigning himfelf to be in a great rage, immediately runs and 
imprifons the lovers ; afterwards, in a fhort time, fells them to ftrangers, without being 
fubjedt to any account for fo doing: with the money he has thus unjuftly got, he 
buys other Ihe-flaves, which are permitted to do the fame thing ; fo that from rime to 
time he is fuffered to go on in this wicked round without any manner of controul. Of 
thefe women I fancy Tibullus fpeaks, when he cries out. 

Ah crutlele genus! Nec fidum femina nomen. 

Ah pereat! didicit fallere fjqua virum. 

There are others who, not by means of women, but of themfelves, going up into the 1 
country through pretence of jurifdi£tion, feize men upon any trifling offence, and fell* 
them for flaves. 

The current com of this kingdom is little bits of glafs coral, brought hither by the 
Portuguefe, and which the natives call Mifangas: this they make life of not only for 
money, but likewife for ornament, making of them both bracelets and necklaces. The 
forts and houfes of the "Whites here are compofed of wood and clay, after this manner ; 
two rows of ftrong polls are fixed in the earth, about two fpans afunder, and joined 
together at top by feveral tranfverfe pieces of a fmaller fize. The fpace between thefe 
rows is filled up with clay well beaten, and fmoothed within-fide and without, and 
which being chequered with creafes, feem at firft-fight to be a ftone-wall. The roofs 
are made with reeds, laid over rafters, as with us. This is all I could obferve of this 
country, having been but one day in it, and that in a continual hurry in preparing for 
our farther voyage. 

After our departure hence, in four days fail, we reached the port of Angola, the 
utmoft end of our defires, on the 6th of May, in about a year from our leaving of 
Naples. 

1 referve the defcription of this city of Angola for another place, intending at pre- 
fent to fpeak only of its port: this is as fecure as famous, being formed neither by 
art nor nature, but only by chance, having a long flip of fend thrown up by the fea, 
and forming a plain iflatid, about ten leagues in length, about a mile from the city, 
behind which the (hips ride: the entrance into it is by two narrow paflages at the 
extremities of the flip. Here all the drinking water ufed in the city is taken up, and 
the greateft wonder is, that it is frelheft at the flood, and falteft at the ebb. Here, 
and no where elfe on thefe coafts, are caught crabs and lobfters, as likewife Cuttle filh,, 
and thofe little Ihell-filh called Zimbi, which pafs for money. Heretofore the King of 
Congo relented the right of filhing for thefe only to himfelf, but now the Portuguefe 
ufurp that liberty upon him. In the aforefaid pleafant illand, the citizens of Angola 
delight themfelves as much as the Neapolitans do in their retirement at Pofilippo: for 
this purpofe they have feveral little houfes there, which being intermixed with verdant 
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trees, afford a very delightful profpect. They likewife cultivate the earth in that illand, 
which being well watered, proves not a little fertile. 

Being got into port, and our arrival known, the governor immediately gave notice 
thereof to our Father-fuperior, who forthwith fent Father Jofeph da Sethi, and Father 
Francis da Pavia to bring us a-lhore. At our landing in the city, [ could perceive joy 
in every countenance on the occafion, and which was feconded by the great civilities 
fhewed us by the citizens ; for as we palled by their bouies, they not only fent us 
umbrellas to defend us from the fcorching heat, but likewife to honour us. Being come 
to the church, our Fathers fang Te Deum for our fafe arrival. For eight days together 
we received vifits and treats "from the principal perfons of the city, in return whereof 
we prefented them with fome fmall relics .brought from Italy, which were neverthelefs 
accepted with a great deal of devotion and thanks. The accultomed ceremony ufed at 
the arrival of miffioners or a prefect, was not fhewn for us, by reafon that we were 
only three. The ceremony is this: — No fooner is the hews fpread abroad that there 
are feveral Capuchin miflioners come into port, but our brethren, accompanied by the 
nobility and gentry of the city, go out to meet them: having received them into a 
barge, they conduct them a-lhore, where are polled a great number of White finging- 
boys, drdted like Capuchins, who, going before in proceliion, ling all the way to the 
church, and afterwards perform Te Deum there : then the governor, and all the clergy 
and laity of the place, come to pay them their refpects. 

In about a fortnight’s time I was obliged to depart from hence, with fome of our 
Fathers, who, although they had been here above nine months, were not yet gone out 
on their million, and that by reaf6n of their expecting the heat Ihould abate, which it 
feems it is wont to do about this month of May, juft contrary to our country, where 
the cool weather begins with September rains. Father Jofeph Maria da Balfetto, a 
man of great learning and experience, chofe me for his companion in his million to 
Sogno, and alked me of our perfect. Father Paul Francis da Portomauritio. Though 
I found myl'elf not altogether recovered of my lalt fatigue, yet conlidering the eafiefl: 
way of travelling was by fea, as alfo that this million of Sogno was not only the 
ancientell, but likewife the bell we had, through the commodioufnefs of its river, and 
the difpofition of its inhabitants, 1 readily contented to accompany this Father thither. 
Hereupon the day appointed for our departure being come, we went on board a lkiff, 
and in four days arrived at the mouth of the river Zaire, the port of Sogno. At 
our entering this river the wind blew fo hard, and the waves rofe fo high, that we 
were not a little afraid of being loll. At length having weathered the firll point, we 
fpied fome fifliermen, ready, as we thought, to affift us, but expected to be called; 
yet we taking them for heathens, and fearing, that inltead of helping they might 
rather hinder us by their forceries, gave them no lign.- 

My companion conjured the winds and feas, but I having faid my prayers betook 
myfelf to an oar, at which I tugged heartily for fome time, till at length, by the foie 
mercy of God, we were courteoufly received into the embraces of the river. Alter 
having paffed the firll reach, our fouls began to revive, and we took pleafure in calling 
our eyes about’ towards both Ihores, which feemed to be Itrewed with vegetable 
emeralds ; or might be taken at firll fight rather for the indultrious workmanfhip of 
Pallas, than the capricious product of nature. The water alfo appeared more like a 
cryltal caufeway, than any part of the inconflant element. As we rowed along the 
winding banks of this river, we were continually Ihrowded with trees called Mangas, 
not unlike the royal laurels: thefe trees, at the joining of each branch, fprout forth a 
long hanging root, which at length reaching the mud and taking root, Ihoots up anew, 
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and in a fhort time of one tree forms a kind of a little wood, in a manner that you 
can hardly diftinguiftt the fuckers from the plant* I was fhewn one of thefe trees, 
quite withered and decayed, and was informed that a certain bifliop of Congo, having 
been ill-treated by feme of thefe people, made the fign of the crofs upon it, whereupon 
ft immediately dyed, like the fig-tree curled by our Saviour* 

Although my bufmefs fhould be to write only what I obferved in my voyage, and 
not to take notice of other matters, yet cannot I forbear fpeaking of fome particulars 
relating to this large and famous river : its mouth then is about ten leagues wide, though 
fome writers will needs have it to be thirty ; but their miftake I prefnme arifes from 
including the mouth of another branch of it, not far diftant from the former. The 
waters of this river are fomething yellowilh, by which they are known above thirty 
leagues at fea, and which was likewife the caufe of this country being firft difeovered; 
for the King ol Portugal, Don John If-, having fent a fleet under the command of Don 
Diego Cano to make difeoveries on this fouthern coaft of Africa, that admiral guefledat 
the nearnefs of the land by nothingfo much as by the complexion of the waters of Zaire; 
and putting into it, he afked of the Negroes what river and country that was; who not 
underftanding him anfwered, cc Zevoeo/ 5 which in the Congolan tongue is as much as 
to fay, I cannot tell; from whence, though the word be corrupted, it has been fmee 
called Zaire. After this on one of the points of this river the Portuguefe firft planted 
a crofs of fine marble, which fome time after being found out by the Hollanders, they 
out of envy broke it to pieces; neverthelefs fo much remained of it when 1 was there, 
as to difeover plainly the Portuguefe arms on the ruins of the bafis, with an infeription 
under them in Gothic characters, though not eafy to be read. 

The firft difeovery of this part of the world by the Portuguefe happened in the year, 
fo fortunate for them, 1485, and becaufe they-had been fo courteoufly received by the 
Negroes, and admitted among them with fo many tokens of love and affedtion, this 
kingdom of Congo has never yet been fubjeQed by the Whites, when it fared quite 
contrary with the queen of Singa and others. The firft religious perfons that fet foot¬ 
ing there, were three Dominican friars, as is teftified by Father Maffeus a jefuit, in the 
firft book of his hiftory of the Indies. One of thefe was killed by the Giaghi at the 
time when they overman the kingdom of Congo, and routed the Congolan army under 
the eondudt of their general Zimbo. This barbarian of a conqueror amongft other 
fpoils feized upon the facred veftments and utenfils of this unhappy friar, and not con¬ 
tented with the bare pofteffion of them, would needs ridicule and profane them by 
putting them on, as likewife by appearing at the head of his followers with the chalice 
in his hand. As for the other two miffioners, they died in a fhort time after their 
arrival, through the exceffive heat of the climate, which is often fatal to us Europeans. 

To thefe fucceeded twelve Fraocifcans of the order of Obfervants, who were carried 
hither by the fame Don Diego Cano in his third voyage into thefe parts. Some attri¬ 
bute the whole converfion of this country to thefe Fathers, not allowing that the three 
that were there before, through the fliortnefs of their continuance, could have time to 
do any thing towards it. But for my part I am of opinion that it is next to impoffible, 
thole who had been fo courteoufly received, and who found the people fo eafy to be 
wrought upon, fhould not convert many of them before they died. Likewife it is cer¬ 
tain that the friar that was killed by the Giaghi had been chaplain to the Congolan 
army, and confequently was in a poft to do with them even what he pleafed. Never¬ 
thelefs not to carry the argument farther. Jet me be allowed to fay, that it is probable 
the firft friars might low die feed, and that die Jafl were thole that cultivated and caufed 
it to fiourifh. 
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Several other evangelical labourers had been fent out from time to time into this 
vineyard, and at length, at the requeft of Don Alvaro fixth King of Congo made to 
Pope Urban the Eighth, that His Holinefs would be pleafed to fend fbme more Capuchin 
miffioners into his kingdom, there were others fent with letters patent from the faid pope 
in the year 1640, although through the many rubs and difficulties they met with, partly 
occafioned by Philip the Third King of Spain’s death, and the feizing of the crown cf 
Portugal by the Duke of JBraganza, they did not arrive till the year 1645, which was 
under the pontificate of Pope Innocent the Tenth, and in the reign of Don Garcia the 
Second, fucceffor to the before-named Don Alvaro. Thefe Fathers entering the river 
Zaire, the firft place they landed at was the country of Sogno, where they were received 
with extraordinary demonflrations of love and joy by the people, and Specially by the 
count, who went out to meet them many miles from the place of his refidence, and 
affifted with them at mafs with great devotion in the church of Pinda, a town near the 
mouth of Zaire, adorning their altars moreover with the richeft furniture in his ward¬ 
robe. Hitherto flocked an infinite number of people upon this occafion, as well out of 
curiofity to fee thefe new apollles (whofe awful deportment filled them with wonder 
and amazement), as to vie with each other which fliould fhew moll obedience to the 
gofpel. But this is no wonder, fince the firft converts made by the aforefaid Francifcan 
friars were the Sognefe, and whoftiil feemed to have lively impreflions left upon them of 
their former inftruaions. The firft that were baptized among thefe Negroes were the 
count and one of his fons, whereof the former had the name given him of Don Ema¬ 
nuel, and the other of Don Antonio. This Emanuel dying, befides the funeral com¬ 
monly made for other counts, he had a particular ceremony paid to his memory every 
year after, and which I myfelf have more than once performed on his account. After 
the count of Sogno, the King and Queen of Congo, together with their eldeft fon, were 
prevailed upon to be baptized, the two former taking the names of Don John and 
Donna Eleonora, the King and Queen of Portugal, and the latter that of the King’s fon 
the Infante. Thus began the Chriftian faith to be firft eftablilhed in thefe parts, and 
which has been all along fince maintained through the grace of God, and by the labours 
of feveral poor miffioners fucceffively fent in the fervice of the gofpel. 

But let us return to fpeak farther of the river Zaire. This river is commonly faid to 
take its rife in the kingdom of Matamba, fubjeft to the queen of Singa, which kingdom 
being altogether governed by the female fex, I may number it among thofe nations de- 
fcribed by Claudian in Eutrop. lib. i. v. 323. 

— ■ —Media, levibufque Sabseis 

Imperathic fex us, regin am mq; Tub armi* 

Barbariae pare magrm jacet. 

In this Matamba there is a vaft colleaion of water, which dividing itfelf into two 
principal ftreams, one runs through Ethiopia, and is this river Zaire, and the other flows 
towards Egypt, being the Nile: this laft was formerly adored by the Egyptians as a 
god, and that becaufe of their being not able to find out its fource, imagining, that there¬ 
fore it had none. I believe the caufe why they could not difcover its head, was by 
reafon they could not go far up it, being hindered by the catarafts which fall in fuch a 
dreadful manner, that they at the fame time offend both the eye and the ear. In this 
vaft lake before-mentioned, before it divides itfelf into the aforefaid rivers, are to be 
found feveral water-monfters, amongft which there is one fort which differs from human 
kind only in want of reafon and fpeech. Father Francis da Pavia, one of our miffioners 
living in this country, would by no means believe that there were any fuch monfters in 
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tMs lake, affirming they were only Ulufions devifed by the Negroes; whereupon the 
queen of Singa being informed of his infidelity, invited him one day to go a fifhing for 
them; fcarce had the filhermen thrown in their nets, but they difcovered thirteen upon 
the furface of the water, whereof they could neverthelefs take but one female, which was 
big with young. The colour of this filh was black, it had long black hair and large 
nails upon very long fingers, which perhaps were given it by nature to help its fwim- 
ming: it lived not above twenty-four hours out of the water, and during all that time 
would not tafte any the Ieaft food that was offered it. 

Throughout all the river Zaire there is to be found the mermaid, which from the 
middle upwards has fome refemblance of a woman, as in its breaft, nipples, hands, and 
arms, but downwards it is altogether a filh, ending in a long tail forked : its head is 
round, and face like to that of a calf: it has a large ugly mouth, little ears, and round 
full eyes: upon its back it has a large hide tacked, perforated in feveral places. This 
hide or fkin feems to have been defigned by nature for a fort of mantle to’cover it, 
being contrived either to open or feut. The ribs of this filh are proper to ftaunch 
blood, but the greateft of its phyfical virtues lies in two little bones in its ears. I have 
eat of this filh divers times, and it feems to be well-relilhed, and not unlike fwines-flelh, 
which its entrails likewife refemble. For this reafon the Negroes name it Ngullu a Mafa 
(the water-fow), but the Portuguefe called it PeixeMolker (the woman filh). Although 
it feeds on the herbs that grow on the fides of the river, yet does it not neverthelefs ever 
go out of the water, but only holds its head out. For the moft part it is to be taken 
only when it rains, for then the water being difturbed it cannot fo well difcern the ap¬ 
proach of fiflier-men. Thofe that go to take them have a little boat for that purpofe, 
in which they paddle up foftly till they come to the place where the filh lies, and which 
they know by the motion it caufes in the water; then having a lance ready, they imme¬ 
diately dart it with all their force into her, and if through the fraallnefs of their boat, 
or for want of ftrength, they cannot hold her, they let go the lance, and leave the filh 
at liberty, well knowing that being exceedingly long the lance muft neceffarily difcover 
where fee flies with it. But if on the other hand they can maintain their ftroke with 
another lance, they dart a fecond time, by which means at laft they eafily tire and take 
the filh. After the lame manner, but with lefs trouble, they take pilchards, which are 
fat, and as large as herrings, and they have no other way to take them but this. I 
Ihould have told you what fort of falhioned lances thefe were, becaufe they differ fome* 
thing from ours of Europe; they have a very long round ftaff" made of wood, but as 
hard as iron, round, and fo thick, that as many darts are made fall to it a fmall diftance 
from one another, that they take up fix or feven Ipans in compafs. 

There is alfo in this river the water or fea-horfe, as large as two land ones : he has 
fliort thick legs, round feet, a large wide mouth, with a double row of hook teeth, 
and long rufks befides in the lower jaw, like to thofe of a large wild boar, with which, 
when he is in fury, he tears whatever comes near him. As I was once failing along 
this river, I faw one of thefe horfes floating near our boat, and neighing like a horfe, 
of which he has great refemblance: a-nights he goes alhore to feed, but, in the day¬ 
time, he keeps for the moll part clofe in the water; but wherefoever they are, the fe¬ 
male is always at hand, in whofe defence the male fights defperatelyj and when the 
female is with young, or has lately dropped her colt (which fee generally does in the 
fens where there is but little water), the male is moft furious, and, being exceedingly 
jealous, will affault the barks as they pafs along the river, and fometiines, if they be 
fmall, overturn them with his heels: this makes thofe that know his nature, to avoid 
the marfees at that time, not caring how far they go about, fo they can but have their 
vol. xvi. f f paffage 


IV2ER0IXA*S VOYAGE TO CONGO* 


2l8 

paffage fafe. The time to hunt them is a-night$, when they go to feed upon the land; 
then the hunters block up their way back to the river with boats, and afterwards wait 
for their return. Being returned, they let fly their arrows at them like hail; but woe 
be to him that happens to be in any one of their ways after being wounded, for he will 
then a flu redly tear him to pieces, if they have not trees to fave themfelves on, which 
they generally take care to procure. Sometimes thefe creatures will fly away after they 
are wounded, and, not finding a paffage open to the river, will run to the next preci¬ 
pice, and leap off from thence into the water, whereby they break their legs, and then 
are eafily taken. The flefli of thefe animals is little valued, being generally efteemed 
food for the meaner fort of people, allowed by divines to be fifli beeaufe they live and 
breed in the water, though they feed on land. The yard of the male, and the two 
ftories found in his ears, as large as hen-eggs, are good to difiblve the ftone, as well in 
the kidneys as the bladder. This laft is likewife a remedy again ft a ftoppage of urine, 
being pulverized and diffolved in fair water, and given about a fpoonful at a time. As 
I was once going up this river, I obferved in a low ifland hard-by, feveral fniall houfes 
fet upon (takes, about ten foot from the ground, with a ladder at the door to draw up 
and let down. Having inquired what thefe meant, I was told that they were built in 
that manner to prevent the inhabitants from being injured by the fea-borfes, that always 
feeds thereabouts a-nights. The like fort of houfes I have feen near the forefts, to 
prevent the ravage of lions and tigers : but what makes me wonder mod of all is, at 
the name of thefe fea-horfes, it being their nature to keep always out of the fait-water, 
which they hate and cannot fublift in. 

Here are no crocodiles as in other rivers, but there are neverthelefs feveral kinds of 
excellent fifh which are taken various ways, though never in any great number, by 
reafon of the ilothfulnefs of the inhabitants, who are naturally enemies to hard labour. 
The right of fifhing with nets is wholly referved to the prince, who neverthelefs is ac- 
cuftomed to give leave to do it to any that will aik it of him ; and when he wants fifh, 
he fends his fervants with his own nets for it. 

Having failed up this river, about midnight we arrived at the town of Pinda, twelve 
miles from the fea. Landing immediately, we retired to a church, the firft built here 
by the Portuguefe, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, whofe ftatue of baffo-relievo is 
conftantly worfhipped every Sunday by a vaft number of Negroes who flock hither for 
that purpofe. Here likewife was formerly a convent of our order, but by reafon of the 
badnefs of the air, being too near the river, it was thought advifable to remove it to 
the city of Segno where the count refides, about two miles off. Hither we went next 
morning with a great deal of willmgnefs, though I could not fay I had wanted for fatis- 
faftion all the way I came up this river. Being got to our convent, the count came im¬ 
mediately thither to congratulate and welcome our arrival, and that more efpecially on 
account of my companion, who had been there three years before. After his vifit, he 
ordered us a prefent of feveral things of the produdt of the country. In this our con¬ 
vent we found only one prieft named Father Paul da Varefe, and he returned toLoanda 
in a few days in the fame fluff that brought us ; there remaining then with us only a 
lay-brother, one Leonard da Nardo, an old man of a good life, and extraordinarily 
well verfed in the cuftoms of the country, through the long flay he had made there. 

We now began forthwith to apply ourfelves to the bufinefs of our miflion, and it fell 
to my ftiare to celebrate the firft mafs; but not knowing much of the language, I could not 
pretend to preach in public. I therefore haftily compofed a fliort fermon, and preached 
it in the congregation adjoining to our church, which confifts of the better fort of per- 
fons, and who generally underftand fomething of Portuguefe, Out of fome of this 
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congregation it is that the counts are moftJy chofen, provided they are of the Sangre de 
Gadera, as they call it, which is an exp reffion borrowed from Portuguefe, and fignifies, 
et the blood of the throne*” My companion always preached publicly every holiday 5 
but we were fain to fay mafs late, becaufe of the count and his followers, who never 
came till then. He always came in great pomp, being better attended than any prince 
of the Lower ^Ethiopia is wont to be* The fifth Sunday after Whitfuntide it happened, 
that when I was juft ready to come out to fay mafs, the count came In* My compa¬ 
nion, and fuperior, prefen tly fpied him, and, turning to me, bid me preach that fer- 
mon in public which I had prepared for the private congregation, that the count might 
not go without a fermon on that day* I began to fhrug up my Ihouklers, and to excufe 
it, not thinking myfelf yet qualified to fpeak in public ; till at length he bid me obey, 
and God would affift me* I began mafs; and after the Gofpel, the ufual time of 
preaching, took for my text the words of the commandments, 4C Thou fiialt not kill*” 
From this text I took occafion to inveigh againft wizards, who bear a mighty fway in 
this country, proving, 4C That it was much worfe to kill the foul, by inclining it to 
diabolical illufions, than to murder the body*” Now, becaufe I often repeated the 
word “ kill ” in my fermon, the people began to give a great hum. I neverthelefs 
went on, and was rather encouraged thereby to exaggerate the heinoufnefs of the 
offence, than affrighted from fpeaking againft it. But the more I raided my voice, the 
greater was the murmur, I might have faid clamour ; the count only all this while con¬ 
tinued filent. At length the fermon being ended, and the fubftance of it explained by 
the interpreter, according to cuftom, I and my fuperior were in a thoufand doubts about 
this humming* We inquired of every one we met concerning it, yet none durft fatisfy 
us therein; but all went away fmiling. When all the reft were gone, we took one 
into the houfe, and treating him with aqua-vitae and roll-tobacco, in treated him to tell 
us the caufe of the difturbance in the church, believing it could not be caufed by the 
fermon, in which nothing was to be condemned, either as to the fubjedt or language* 
The difeourfe,” faid he, was moft excellent, though not defigned by the Fa¬ 
ther ; for the people, though not well {killed in the Portuguefe language, imagine that 
the Fathers-miffioners know all that has happened, and that hum was a token of their 
approbation, they having taken his words in another fenfe.” Pray tell me what has 
happened,” faid F.Jofeph : <c I will fo,” replied he ; cc but take notice, there is nolefs 
penalty than death for him that difeovers it to the miffioners, and, therefore, Your 
Reverence muft take care that you do not make me lofe my life*” Being allured we 
would keep his fecret, he proceeded thus :— u Your Reverence muft then know, that 
in the time of holy week, Father Paul da Varefe officiating in the church, great multi- 
ntdes of this principality flocked hither from ail parts to join with him in devotion. At 
the fame time the devil, who is never wanting to promote his intereft as often as he 
fees occafion, took the opportunity to put it in the count’s and his relations 5 heads, that 
feveral of this congregation, under pretence of religion, were met together in a treache¬ 
rous defign. Hereupon a great number of the count’s vaffals and friends being afleru¬ 
bied to with him a merry Eafter, that prince ordered them to fee the oath taken (what 
this oath is lhalt be explained hereafter) by fuch and fuch as he then pointed out, ia 
three feveral places of his dominions, and whereby,” continued he £i there are many 
already dead, and more and more die thereof every day.” “ Is it 1 b?” quoth Father 
Jofeph : K for the future you lhall have no reafon to fear any more dying by thefe 
means- 44 Neither* ftall you,” faid he to the Negro, cc be in any danger for youi difeovery 
of thefe devilfth practices.” The fecond mafs after, the fame Father preached, and re- 
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fuming the fubje£t which I had been upon before, took occafion from thence to hint 
fomething againft this fcandal. 

Towards night we both went to court, and defired private audience of the count; 
which was readily granted us. The firft that began with him was my companion Fa¬ 
ther Jofeph, who warmly reprefented to him, “ That being a Chriftian, he had be¬ 
haved himfelf like a Pagan, commanding thofe poor people to take fuch a devilifh oath 
on a groundlefs fufpicion.” To this finart charge the count at firft gave no anfwer, 
being no doubt furprized with fo unexpected a reproof; but inftead thereof, though a 
Black, became almoft pale, and thereby convinced us at the fame time both of his 
guilt and remorfe. This ftrange and fudden alteration put me in mind of what the poet 
faid of Queen Dido: 

Maculifque trementes 

luteifufa genas, et pallida morte fut ura. VlRG. 1. 4 * id. 

“ I cannot believe,” added the Father, “ that Don Antonio Bareto da Silva (fo was 
this prince’s name) could do this of his own head, but rather imagine it to have been 
contrived by his counfellors or relations.” The poor count immediately fell on his 
knees, weeping and lamenting like another David before Nathan the prophet, and con- 
feffing his crime in the following words : — “ Truly,” faid he, “ I have been exceedingly 
to blame, in ordering fo barbarous a teft of my fubjeft’s loyalty; but fince I have finned 
like David, like him 1 alfo beg pardon.” To which Father Jofeph replied in the 
words of St. Ambrofe fpoken to Theodofius the Emperor ; “ fince you have imitated a 
king in his fin, follow him in his repentance.” The effed of this was, that the count 
the fame night countermanded his orders, and thereby all further mifchief was pre¬ 
vented. 

The aforefaid oath, Bolungo, Is adminiftered to the fuppofed traitor, by a fort of 
wizard called Cangazumbo, who making a certain compofition out of the juice of 
herbs, ferpents’ flefh, pulp of fruit, and divers other things, gives it to the fuppofed 
delinquent to drink, who if guilty (as they tell you) will immediately fall down in a 
fwoon, or trembling, to the ground, infomuch that if they did not prefently give him 
an antidote, he would infallibly die away j but if not guilty, no harm would happen 
to him. A manifeft and open cheat this, though not difcovered through the blindnefs 
of this people; for the wizard, in cafe he has a mind to acquit the accufed, omits thofe 
ingredients in the compofition which he puts in where he defigns to condemn him. 
This order from the count was an abfolute new thing, and never pra&ifed before ; for 
he had commanded every one of his fubje&s, not excepting any, to go to one of thofe 
three places where thefe minifters of the devil refide, and there to undergo a teft of 
their loyalty, after the following manner: —The fuppofed traitor was made to look into a 
great vat of water, wherein if he fell he had immediately his head ftruck off; but if he 
was innocent, he came away fafe and found. Whence it proceeded that they did or 
did not fell, time inuft difcover ; but they that performed this work being heathens, 
it is to be fuppofed that they poifoned the water. 

Now we are upon the fubjeft of thefe oaths or tefts, give me leave to inform you of 
feverat other forts now in ufe among thefe wicked people : one of thefe is called Chi- 
lumbo, and which might rather be faid to be applied than adminiftered ; for the per- 
fon accufed hath a red hot iron paffed over his naked leg ; which if it caufes any blifter, 
he is forthwith thought guilty ; but if not, he is releafed. The deceit of this is, that 
if the patient be determined to be acquitted, the fubtile wizard has a certain preparation 
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Concealed in his hand* of an exceedingly cold nature, with which ftroking gently over 
the part, the fire when applied there lofes its force ; but if he be to be found guilty, 
that remedy is omitted, and then the iron is left to caufe its effect. 

The following paflage happened when I was in my miffion at Bengo in the kingdom 
of Angola, on the account of my health : — The fon of a Mulatto being Tick, was 
ordered by a phyfician to be let blood j and a flave of his that had been a furgeon, 
undertaking to perform the operation, through an unfteady guidance of his lance 
happened to prick an artery, whereby foon followed a gangrene, and in a fhort time 
the patient died. The father of this youth fuppofing that the Have had done what he 
did on purpofe, refolved to have him undergo the trial of Chilumbo, and thereupon 
immediately caufed him to be feized and carried to one of thofe three before-mentioned 
places where the wizards live. This done, he was foon brought to the left, and had 
not only the red-hot iron paffed over his thigh, which burnt him miferably, but the 
enraged father likewife, not contented with what he had already fuffered, would needs 
bind him hand and foot, and after that thrufl a flaming torch feveral times into his face. 
The knowledge of this coming to my ear the next day, by means of a courier belonging 
to the bilhop of Loanda, who likewife heightened the fad, alledging that the Mulatto 
had moreover burnt the flave alive, and afterwards thrown his afhes into the river $ 
I told the courier that I could give no credit to what he related, unlefs he would bring 
two witnelTes to vouch the truth thereof Hereupon they were prefently produced, 
but could only affirm, that they faw the Mulatto thrufl the torch feveral times in the 
fiave's face ; and that they afterwards heard he was burnt and thrown into the river. 
Upon thefe depofitions I ufed all the means I could to get the wizard into my power, 
that had performed this hellifh ceremony; but found it impoffible, becaufe he had 
fufpeded I fhould be informed of it, and fo fled away. The next thing I had to do 
was to catch the Mulatto, which I foon accomplifhed by the diligence of fome fpecial 
friends. Being brought before me, he accofted me after this manner : “ I would fain 
know,” quoth he, “ for what reafon I am brought before you ?” <s For having wickedly 
burnt your flave,” faid I. “ That is not fo,” anfwered he, u for he is yet alive.” 
“ Bring him then hither,” faid I, that I may fee whether he be or not.” Hereupon 
he immediately ordered fome others of his Haves to bring him in, which they forthwith 
did, but bound after that barbarous manner, that it was impoffible to loofe him without 
cutting the cords. Then I demanded of the Mulatto, why he ufed his flave fo barba- 
roufly. He anfwered, “ For having murdered his only child.” That was his 
misfortune, rather than his fault,” faid I, iC and therefore you have not done what you 
canjuftify.” “ I will juftify it,” faid he, “ before any magiftrate whatfoever.” “ Then 
you fhall do it,” replied I, “ to the bilhop of Loanda,” And accordingly I ordered 
both him and his flave to be fent away to that city. I afterwards heard that the faid 
bilhop had difcharged the flave, but fhut up his mafter in prifon till he had fatisfied for 
his offence. 

There are many other fpecies of this teft of Chilumbo, but which I fhall only hint 
at here, they having been more at large defcribed already by Father Montecuccolo in 
his Hiftorical Defcriptions. 

The fecond way of adminiftering this Chilumbo tell is, by taking a tender and foft 
root of the tree Banana, which is put into the mouth of the perfon accufed. Now if 
this root flick to his mouth, and make him feem to be eating of fomething clammy, 
then he is immediately thought guilty, and worthy of punifhment \ or if it happen 
otherwife, then is he forthwith difcharged. 
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The third way is, by eating the fruit of a certain palm called Emba, which yields 
oil; this being firft tatted by the wizard, to fhew that there is no danger in it to the 
innocent, is afterwards poifoned and given to the perfon intended to be convidbed ; but 
if that perfon be wary, and has a mind to come off fafe, he mutt greafe the fifts of 
the diftributers, and by thofe means may efcape* 

The fourth trial is, by a pot of boiling water, into which the wizard throws a {tone, 
or any other thing of the like nature, and then takes it out himfelf with his naked hand, 
ordering the reft to do the fame ; they that take it without being fcalded, are fuppofed 
innocent, whereas the contrary declares their guilt* 

The fifth, and which is chiefly praclifed in the kingdom of Congo, is to clap fever al 
fnaiUheils to the aceufed performs temples ; where, if they flick, he is condemned, but 
if not, difcharged* Let the reader judge if there may not be any fallacy in this way, 
or not* 

The fixth, moft in ufe among the Blacks, is to light a torch made of a certain 
bitumen diftilled from trees, and to quench the fame in water ; and afterwards to give 
that water to the fuppofed criminal to drink ; which, if he be guilty, will do him harm ; 
but if not, will caufe no alteration in him* 

The feventh is practifed only by fmiths, who are fometimes wizards, and is called by 
the natives NoleFianzumdu. The manner of adminiftering this Chilumbo, is by heat* 
mg an iron red-hot, and afterwards quenching it in water as before; which water is 
immediately given to drink to thofe that take the oath* Now, if it is obferved that 
they cannot eafily get it down, as it fometimes happens, through apprehenfion only, 
then are they pronounced guilty without any farther proof; or eife, by their eafy fw al¬ 
lowing of it, difcharged* 

Others make this trial, by the water wherein their lord's feet have been wafhed, and 
which is called Nfy-a-mafa* The reft of the kinds I ihall omit fpeaking of, for the 
reafons before-mentioned* 

There are other ways of difcovering theft and forcery, as likewife for abfolving any 
that have taken the aforefaid oaths. 

As for the firft, a fubtile wizard is commiffioned with the name of Nbaci, who takes 
a long thread in his hand, either of linen or woollen, and holding one end himfelf, 
gives the other to hold to him who is the fuppofed thief* This done, he applies a red 
hot iron to the middle of the faid thread, and if it burns, the delinquent is fined to 
the value; or, if the theft be great, he is made a flave; but if otherwife, abfolved. 
Whether the devil has any hand in this I cannot decide, not being thoroughly acquainted 
with the matter of fa£t. 

Concerning the fecond, to difcover who has been dealing with the devil, they make 
the following experiment;—The root of a certain tree called Ncaffa, is diflblved in 
water; and, after difiblution, that water is put up in veflels, and given to the perfon 
accufed to drink. Afterwards he is delivered into the hands of fever al ftrong men to 
mifufe, and ihake about in a manner, that in a very fhort time he falls down in a fwoon ; 
fome imagine that this is rather occafioned by poifon given him infiead of the faid root* 
This tree is pretty tall, and of a red colour, and has a wonderful virtue for curing the 
tooth-ache and fore gums. It is likewife extremely pernicious to - birds, who fly from 
it; for if they fhould once fettle on its boughs, they would immediately fall down dead 
to the ground. 

As for the third, to abfolve from any fort of oath, it is performed by a minifter 
called Ganga, or Nzi, who rubs the tongue of the perfon to be abfoived with the fruit 
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of the palm that produces oil, and after muttering fome few words to hlmfelf, he there¬ 
by frees him from his oath* and fo fends him home to his houfe. 

Laftly, there is another fort of trial, which is performed not by the deceitful hand 
of a wizard, but by a perfon of fome quality, after the following manner :—Two obfti- 
nate fellows being at law together, and the truth being hard to be got out of them, 
the judge fummons them both to appear before him, where being come he fixes to 
each of their foreheads a feadhell, and at the fame tinie commands them to bow down 
their heads; now he that the iheil firfl drops from is taken for the liar, and the other 
acquitted* 

Whilft I was in Bengo above-mentioned, my companion Father Francis da Monte 
Leone, having feized upon one of the aforefaid wizards, fent him to the Portuguefe 
governor to be punifhed, who immediately upon convidtion condemned him to death: 
his time of fuffering being come, he was exhorted by Father Francis to confefs his 
crime, but inftead thereof, being an obftinate fellow, he gave this anfwer: What! 
would you have me to accufe myfelf where I have committed no crime? My practice 
has always hitherto been to do good to all men and not evil; for when the poor people 
of my country have fowed, and the earth became afterwards dry for want of rain, if 
I out of mere charity have caufed the clouds to diffolve to fupply that necefiity, was 
this a crime? If I have converfed with tygers, ferpents, lions, and other wild animals, 
and they have anfwered me, was there any harm in it ? It at a time when there was 
no boat to be found in the river I out of pure compafiion called crocodiles to carry us 
over, mull this be accounted a fin?” After this and the like manner he juftified his 
crime for fome time, yet however at length thought fit to own himfeli guilty \ but 
becaufe he had been profecuted by a miffioner, he was afterwards pardoned his life, 
and fent bound to Brazil. 

We had not been many months in Sogno before the people, through remorfe of 
confidence, difcovered to us that the filler of a certain nobleman of that country cured 
per funs publicly by the help of magic ; and that moreover to make herfelf the better 
known for a fbrcerer, Ihe went clothed like a witch, and wore long diflieveiled hair, 
contrary to the cuftom of thefe parts. They further informed us, that Ihe frequently 
had a drum beat before her to publilh her profefiion, and likewife that file had a fon 
that practifed the fame art, and lived with her in the boufe. This being heard by us 
with great abhorrence, we immediately drew up a charge againfl both mother and fon, 
and at the fame time made ufe of our utmoft endeavours to get them apprehended : but 
the former being timely acquainted with our defigns, efcaped up into the country, 
while the latter fell into our fnare*, and was fent by us bound to the count. I his 
prince, notwit hftanding our diligence to feize the prifoner, gave him neverthelefs fo 
much liberty, that he foun found means, chough bound, to get to his father’s houfe, 
by whom he was inflantly looled, and fent to an iiland in the Zaire to be protected* 
This was the firfl difpleafure we received from the count, whom we afterwards feverely 
upbraided with deft ny mg the tender plants of Chriftiamty in his country, and putting 
a Hop to all good works we had begun there; telling him, he imitated but ill his pre- 
deeeffor Count Stephen, who, after having extirpated thefe wicked wizards almoll 
totally out of his dominions, commanded his governors that wherever they were found at 
any time to have returned, they fliould immediately be feized, and have their heads lopt 
off without any further ceremony; and in cafe any of his officers did not put this law 
In execurifrn, he was li tble to the fame fentenee. After this manner were our miffioners 
affiHed in thtir endeavours during Count Stephen*? reign : nay, he was fo zealous in 
his affiilauce, that he would travel about with them himfelf, and obferve how things 
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paffed with his own eyes; and if he found any whoremonger, he would reprove him 
in the following words:— u Either this woman pleafes you,or not ; if (he does pleafe 
you, why do not you marry her ? and if not, why does Ihe continue with you ?” 

This reprimand we gave the count fucceeded fo well, that he feemed afterwards 
inclinable in fome meafure to comply with our defiies, alledging that he would willingly 
bring thofe offenders to punifhment, but that he could not catch them, by reafon of 
their being removed too far up into the country. Notwithftanding, the father that had 
before releafed his fon without authority, being afraid of being imprifoned himfelf for 
fo doing, thought it advifeable to feign himfelf fick to evade that danger, and confe- 
quently fent for me to confefs him: I immediately complied with his defiles, and con- 
felfed him, but foon found that what he had done was more out of hypocrify than 
fincerity; for it is a cuftom in this country, that where any perfon has received abfolu- 
tion, he forthwith becomes free from any crime, and may confequently depart at 
liberty, though he were in hold before. The reafon they give for this is, “ That if 
God has pardoned them, how can man pretend to find them guilty ?” The fame was 
anfwered us by the count, when we requefted him, upon finding out the fellow’s dilfi- 
muhition, to have him imprifoned again. “ Have ye not abfolved him ?” quoth he. 
(t Is he not free ? How then can I pretend to lay hands upon him ?” Nor would he 
hear any reafon to the contrary, becaufe the offender was his kinfman. 

Awhile after the count fent us another of thefe wizards, with an aflurance that for 
the future he would let none efcape that came into his power. This perfon we imme¬ 
diately carried into a room to examine; but while my companion went into an adjoin¬ 
ing apartment to fetch a paper, leaving the prifoner for me and the interpreter to keep, 
he, notwithftanding our diligence, and the great number of people in the next room, 
got from us, A dog we had in the houfe being alarmed at the noife immediately run 
after him, while I by another way purfued him fo luckily, that I foon met him and 
tript up his heels, and at the fame inftant followed his fall and leapt upon his back, 
belabouring him with all my might, notwithftanding the fear the people have here of 
meddling with wizards, with the cord of my order, invoking ail the while St. Michael 
and the reft of the faints to my affiftance. At the fame interim my companion came 
in, and could not forbear laughing to obferve how luftily I laid him on. A little after, 
the people that had brought him to us came up and bound him in fuch a manner that 
he could not ftir; for you muft obferve they were not afraid to touch him, by reafon 
of the Agnus and other prefervatives that we had furnifhed them with. Being thus in 
our power, we foon brought him to abjure his errors, and afterwards fet him at liberty. 
The laws of this country as to thefe cafes are as follow: —If the wizard that is taken be 
a freeman, and abjures, for the firft offence he is only enjoined penance; for the 
fecond he pays an Indian piece of about the value of a Have; but if he offends a third 
time, he is forthwith fold for a Have, and the price of him diftributed among the poor: 
if he be a Have himfelf that offends, - although it be the firft time, he is neverthelefs 
prefently fold, and fent among the Whites, a thing fo much abhorred by them that 
they would almoft purchafe their redemption with the price of their lives. When any 
of thefe three lift cafes happens, a perfon is deputed either to receive the money and 
diftribute it as before, or elfe to take in exchange fo much linen as amounts to the 
value, and this to wrap the dead poor in, after the cuftom of the country. All which 
is done without our concerning ourfelves, left it Ihould occafion fome evil-fpirited people 
to fuggeft that what we did was rather through a motive of covetoufnefs than any of 
charity or religion. 
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So many cafes of this nature happened to me during my million, that would fufficc 
to make a volume apart; neverthelefs, not to be too tirefome to my reader, 1 fliall 
content myfelf with relating only the mo ft remarkable. Upon a time a certain wizard 
more famous than ordinary was brought before me, whom, not to truft any more to 
the count, I committed to the cuftody of the keeper of the church (an office of great 
gain and much honour, and which is not conferred by us but upon perfons belt 
qualified), to the end that he might iniprifon him the fafer in his own houfe. This 
good man, notwithftanding my particular injunctions, not long after fet his prifoner at 
liberty, and placed in his room and in chains a poor Have. At my coming a little 
while after to examine the offender, not finding him to be the fame that I fent, 1 began 
to demand of the keeper what was become of him. lie anfwered me, “ That 
was he.” Then I afked the prifoner, if he were the perfon: to which he replied, 
“ lie was.” Hereupon I feemed to believe both, yet being certain that I was impofed 
upon, I was refolved to know the truth : for this end I called one of the Haves belong¬ 
ing to the church to me, and commanded him to go immediately and cut off the pre¬ 
tended wizard’s head. Hereat the imprifoned Have being affrighted, efpecialiy when 
he faw the axe brought, began to tremble, and cry out, te I am not he, I am not the 
wizard, but fuch a one is (naming him) whom the keeper has fet free, and put me in 
his Head.” Then turning to the keeper, I faid, “ What fay you to this ?” He an¬ 
fwered, “ Father, the vvizard is gone forth to feek a livelihood, and has left this perfon 
here as a pledge till he returns: but (continued he) I will immediately go and look 
after him, and do not queftion but to find him.” Hereupon I went along with him, 
but to no purpofe, for the fubtle conjurer had very prudently given us both the flip. 
For this offence 1 could do no lefs than deprive the keeper of his place, and he was 
not a little thankful that I left him his life. Moreover, prifoners efcape many times 
here through the fliglitnefs of their prifons, for being moft commonly built with reeds 
they cannot be fuppofed to be very ftrong. To remedy this, we generally took care 
at the arrival of any European veffel to embark our prifoners on board, and to tranf- 
port them to other countries. 

The infernal praftice of forcery is even abhorred by the natives, and thofe that make 
ufe of it are for the moft part the meaneft fort of people, ferving here either for phy- 
fidans or furgeons, there being no others in the country. The remedies they have 
are generally the natural ones, and therefore they have recourfe to witchcraft to credit 
their art, and to make people believe that the virtues of their medicines are commu¬ 
nicated to them by the devil. If their phyfic fails, they excufe themfelves, and fay, 
m A certain ominous bird flew over their heads, and hindered the operation of itor 
elfe they aflert fome other ridiculous lie. Thefe forts of incantations are always prac¬ 
ticed in the night-time. The firft thing they fay to the lick perfon after he comes 
under their cure is, “ If you have a mind to be cured, be fore not to fend for any con- 
feffor, for his prefence will not only take away the virtue of the remedy, but likevvife 
deprive you of your life.” 'When any one dies under their hands, they affirm that 
there were other cccafions of his death than thofe of his diftemper, which puts the 
parents upon divers curfed methods of finding out the fuppofed murderers, they being 
generally of opinion that nobody dies a natural death. 

Dreadful to be remembered, though not unworthy of memory, was a cafe that 
happened in our time, as follows:— A certain child had languilhed for fome time under 
a defperate difeafe, and which ,*by being the only one its parents had, was their chiefeit 
comfort and fupport: the relations often folicited them to fend for l’ome wizard or 
other to recover its health, but they would by no means hear of fuch a propofal, 
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alledging that they never yet had had recourfe to any fuch people upon any occafion 
whatever* To this the relations replied, and afked them, “ What they thought the 
world would fay, that they who had but one only child* fliould fuffer it to die for 
want of being at the expence of a magician?” This they urged fo home, and made 
ufe of fo many other arguments of the like nature, that they at length prevailed upon 
the deluded parents to fend for a wizard hard-by : when he came into the houfe, the 
mother had her fick child in her arms, which the magician ftretching forth his arm 
to todch, in order to begin his charm, at the fame time both the child and the wizard 
expired ; this occafioned lb excefiive an affliction in the father and the mother, that 
blaming themfelves for this impious credulity, and looking upon this accident as no 
better than parricide in them, before they would bury the body of dieir unhappy infant* 
they came to confeffion at our convent* 

Not unlike this was another accident that happened in this country while I was there. 
A certain fick perfon fent to a magician to come and cure him : the magician came 
accordingly, but as he was firetching forth his hand, as in the foregoing cafe, he fell 
down dead to the ground, miferably lofing his own life, at the fame time that he 
endeavoured by wretched means to prolong that of another man* 

But let us return to fpeak a little more of the wicked oaths pracHfed among rhefe 
people. They have another fort of oath which they call Orioncio : the way of ad mi¬ 
ni fiering this is, by putting exceeding ftrong poifon into the fruit called Nieefi, fufK- 
ciently fpoken of before, and afterwards giving that fruit to the fuppofed guilty perfon 
to eat: he has no fooner tailed of it, but his tongue and throat begin to fwell to that 
excefs, that if the wizard did not fpeedily apply an antidote, he mufl inevitably foon 
perifh under the experiment, and though innocent he commonly remains tortured for 
many days* 

The oath called Glucbenche is given after the following manner : — The perfon that 
takes it has his limbs bound tighter or loafer, to force out the truth as they term it* 
according to the wizard's inclination to find him either guilty or innocent. 

As I palled through the kingdom of Angola, one of the aforefaid forts of the oath 
called Bolungo, was adminiffered to a Mufacca (fo they call the receiver among the 
Whites), a relation to the King of Congo, and to him of Loango, one of the power- 
fulled along that coaft, and whofe foo, as they told me, was to fucceed in that king¬ 
dom, To this perfon the Scingbili, (gods of the earth, being the name they have for 
their wizards,) attributed the caufe of its not raining in the month of March, at which 
time it always had accuftomed to have rained. He therefore, to fatisfy the rage of the 
people, was to undergo this dangerous teft, which he accordingly did, and unexpectedly 
came off acquitted. The Scinghili, or wizards, boaft that it is in their power to grant 
or prevent either wet weather or a drought* 

We having put alhore in one of the ports of this kingdom, as we were on our 
voyage to Congo, and the people having underftood who I was, and that I was of a 
contrary opinion to that of their Scinghili, they began immediately to murmur againft 
me. Their wizards, to confirm their belief, and to oppofe mine, foretold that there 
fftould be no rain all that fummer. But it fo fell out, and Providence, 1 believe, had* 
fo ordered it, that fcarce was I got alhore to fay mafs, but the heavens began to pour 
forth their watry wrath againff thefe infidels in fuch a manner, that thefe very wizards 
were afterwards forced to own to me that their knowledge in thefe matters was not 
infallible. 

In our convent at Sogno, our Fathers had built one apartment two ftories high, on 
purpofe to keep fome of the church utennis by themfelves* No rain having happened 
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that feafon, the Scinghili attributed the caufe thereof to our raifing our building eou- 
tiary to the cuilom of the country* Hereupon the too credulous people came one day 
in a great rage to pull down that apartment; when one of our Fathers, immediately 
going out, demanded of them, “ What they would have ?” Whom they anfwered in 
great fury^ “That they mult either pull down that building, or they lhould always 
want rain.” This foon fired the pious Father, and made him to go on with a great 
deal of zeal; firfl reproaching their unwarrantable folly, and after giving them to 
underftand that God was the only difpofer of ail gifts, whether in heaven, earth, or 
fea, fometimes giving, and fometimes withholding, according as he heft law tit and 
convenient; and that the minifters of the prince of darknefs, fuch as their Schinghili, 
were only qualified to deftroy men, both here and hereafter, inftead of doing them 
the leaft kindnefs. « Make a devout proceffion,” faid he, “ to our Lady of Pinda, f 
a fibre you God will relieve your wants.” So they did, and fo it fell out, the earth 
being foaked with the rain, the houfe remaining untouched, and the people fatisfied. 
Since then they have ufed this in time of diftrefs, and it has happened thev have cone 
from the Banza with fair weather, and returned well foaked from Pinda. 

^ Whilft my companion. Father Jofeph, was formerly travelling on his million in 
$ogno, he came to an open country at a time when the clouds were juft ready to dif- 
embogue their burthens. He there overtook a traveller likewife, who was Handing 
flock Hill, and murmuring llrange words to himfelf. Alter which he mounted his 
bow, and fhot an arrow up into the air with great indignation. The Father perceiving 
this, and guefling it to be fome of the devilifli practices of this country, immediately 
came up to him, and after having lharply reproved him for his offence, acquainted 
him, “ That he believed all his hellilh art would not fuffice to keep it from raining 
that dayand as he gueffed, fo it foon happened ; for prefently after there fell fo 
great a fhower, that the Father was wet to the Ikin, which he was neverthelefs pleafed. 
with, by reafon that it had fo plentifully difappointed the wicked forcerer. At this the 
wretch was much furprifed, but would not neverthelefs be convinced of his error, 
affirming, “ That this had happened through the power of thofe that went before him, 
who were greater proficients in magic than himfelf” Thefe provoking words caufed 
the black Chriftians that were along with the Father to feize upon the wizard, and to 
give him that cbaftifement which his crime deferved. 

In the country about Coanza, a river to be palled in the way to Singa, a certain 
Soua, or lord of the manor, caufed himfelf to be accounted a Scinghili, requiring his 
vaflals to make their addrefles to him when they wanted rain. One of our Fathers 
coming thither, and detefting the impious abufe, did what lay in his power to get him 
feized ; but being difappointed through the quality of the perfon, he was forced to 
have recourfe to a milder remedy ; and no doubt infpired by God, he told the inha¬ 
bitants, “ That if they did not rid out of their hearts that curfed opinion, they would 
never have any rain.” As the Father prophefied, fo it happened ; for ever iince, for 
feventeen years together, they have not had one drop in thofe parts, whereby the earth 
is become fo dry, el'pecially confidering the climate, that it was yawned wide in moft 
places, and feems with fo many mouths to beg pardon to the Almighty Difpenfer of 
the benefits for the blafphemy of their lord. It is true, the bell come-off' they have 
for this offence is, that the faid Father, alter their dilbbedience, curfed the air; and 
fo caufed it to withhold its favours from them. Notwithflanding the curfe on his 
country, and the Iofs of his vaflals, who went to live in other parts, the obltinate 
Soua, unwilling to own his error. Hill continued to pretend to the fame power. 
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To conclude (peaking any more of oaths, I will give one terrible inftance relating to 
them, which happened in the kingdom of Matamba, being the dominions of the 
queen of Singa, and related to me by Father Francis da Pavia, a miffioner there. 
Upon an affair fomething more confiderable than ordinary, a certain friar of our order 
thought fitting to give an oath on the holy evangelifts to two of the greateft magicians, 
counfellors to the queen. At firft they refufed to take it, but at length confented, 
faying to themfelves, “ What harm can happen to us by fo doing ? We had better 
fatisfy the Father in fo indifferent a matter, than difoblige him by a refufal.” Hereupon 
they prefently agreed to take it, and fwore, but falfely, when a ftrange accident hap¬ 
pened. The firft of thefe burft, and fell down dead, while he had his hand on the 
mafs-book; and the other languilhed away, and died in about fix hours after. Which 
taught others to be more cautious how they jefted with God. 

From the death of thefe two magicians of the higher rank, let us proceed to fpeak 
of other wizards, who rnoft commonly die violent deaths, and that for the mofl part 
voluntarily. For the prefent, I fliall only fpeak of the head or chief of thefe wretches, 
from whom the reft take example. He is ftyled in the country-language Ganga Chi- 
torne, being reputed god of the earth, and to whom is confequently paid the firft fruits 
of all it produces, due to him, as they fay, as its author, and not either to the ordinary 
work of nature, or to the extraordinary one of Providence. This power he alfo boafts 
to be able to communicate to others, when and as often as he pleafes. He further 
afferts, that his body is not capable of fuffering a natural death; and, therefore, to con¬ 
firm his adorers in that opinion, whenever he finds his end approaching, either through 
age or difeafe, he calls for fuch a one of his difciples as he defigns to fucceed him, and 
pretends to communicate to bitn his great power; and afterwards in public (where this 
tragedy is always acted) he commands him to tie a halter about his neck, and to ft tangle 
him therewith, or elfe to take a club, and knock him down dead. This command be¬ 
ing once pronounced, is foon executed, and the wizard thereby fent a martyr to the 
devil, The reafon that this is done in public, is to make known the fuceeflor ordained 
by the laft breath of the predeceffor, and to ftiew that he has the fame power of pro¬ 
ducing rain, and the like. If this office were not thus continually filled, the inhabit¬ 
ants fay, “ That the earth would loon become barren, and mankind confequently 
perilh.” In my time, one of thefe magicians was caft into the fea, another into a river, 
a mother and her foil put to death, and many other banifhed by our order, as has 
been faid. 

In the firft year of our arrival in thefe parts, there happened a paffage worthy fo be 
remembered, which, before I can begin with, I mult go tome years back with my ftory. 
Upon the late King of Congo’s death, two very confiderable perfons pretended to that 
crown, either of whom did all that in him lay to procure the count of Sogno, a power¬ 
ful elector, on his fide. One of thefe, whole name was Simantamba, made him feveral 
prefents of Haves for that purpofe, but which had been all taken by force ; and there¬ 
fore the Fathers that were then at his court advifed him by no means to accept of them. 
To this the count anfwered, “ That he had already confidered of the matter, and was 
inclinable to be of their opinion, that he ought not to accept of them.” Some time 
alter, the fame Simantamba, to ingratiate himfelf the further into this prince, and to 
engage him in a ftricter tie of friendlliip, requefted his filler of him for a wife. To 
this the count fo readily confented, that he not only fent him her forthwith, but like- 
wife the crown itfelf, which, it feems, he had then in his poffeffion, together with a 
velvet throne, feveral other things of great value, and divers aimed troops. Siman¬ 
tamba having advice of the approach of his fpoufe, went gut feveral days’ journey to 
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meet her; and, the better to avoid the fnares that might be laid for him by his rival in 
the crown, thought it proper to fet down and fortify himfelf in a very ftrong wood. The 
count’s army arriving fotne time alter with fongs, mufic, and dancing, entered the wood 
with great alacrity, which Simantamba’s followers perceiving, and, fearing fome trea¬ 
chery by reafon of fo great a number of people fent by the count, advifed their mailer to 
oppofe their entrance : but he fruiting too much to his fecurity, rejected their advice, 
and, confequently, foon became a martyr to his credulity; for the count’s army had 
no fooner got poffeilion of the wood, but they fat upon both him and his followers with 
piftols, and, killing the greateit part, forced the red to fly. Thus, inftead of a joyful 
hymen, this prince met with a barbarous death, and which, together with that of his 
friends, fuited with the defeription made by Virgil in the fecond book of his iEneid : 

Lu&us ublq. pavor s et plurima mortis imago* 

Some time after, the brother of this deceafed prince got together a great number of 
people to revenge his brother’s death ; and his firft exploit was the taking of a great 
part of the county of Chiovachianza belonging to Sogno. To recover which, the 
count, at our being there, raifed a great army likewife, and marched direftly towards 
the chief city of his antagonift. At his arrival, he found all the inhabitants fled j 
whereupon the Sognefe foldiers fell immediately to rifling of the houfes, and moreover 
began to kill all the living creatures they met in their way, to fatisfy their hunger. 
Amongft the reft they found a cock of a larger fize than ordinary, with a great ring of 
iron about one of his legs, which occafioned one of the wifeft among them to cry out, 
« Surely this cock muft be bewitched, and is not at all proper for us to meddle 
with.” " To which the reft anfwered, “ Be it what it will, we are refolved to eat it.” 
For this end they immediately killed, and tore it to pieces after the manner of the 
Negroes, and afterwards put it into a pot to boil. When it was enough, they took it 
out°into a platter, and two, according to the cuftom, having faid grace, five of them 
fat down to it with great greedinefs. But before they had touched a bit, to their great 
wonder and amazement, the boiled pieces of the cock, though fodden, and near dil- 
folvcd, began to move about, and unite into the form they were in before, and being fo 
united, the reftored cock immediately raifed himfelf up, and jumped out of the platter 
upon the ground, where he walked about as well as when he was firft taken. After¬ 
wards he leaped upon an adjoining wall, where he became new-feathered all of a hid¬ 
den, and then took his flight to a tree hard-by, where fixing himfelf, he, after three 
claps of his wings, made a mod hideous noife, and then difappeared. Every one may 
eafdy imagine what a terrible fright the fpe&ators were in at this fight, who, leaping 
with a thouiand Ave-Marias in their mouths from the place where this had happened, 
were contented to obferve mod of the particulars at a diftance. The caufe of their pre- 
fervation they attributed to the grace that was faid before they fat downotherwise they 
were of opinion that they flxould all have been either pofleffed or killed. I having re¬ 
lated this ftory to Father Thomas da Seftolla, one of our order, who had been fiiperior 
of a million to Congo and Angola for above leven years, he told me, that whilft he 
Jived in Congo, he heard two perfons aver that the before-mentioned Simantamba had a 
very large cock, from whole manner and time of crowing he obferved with great fo- 
perllition, whether his undertakings fliould be unlucky or profperous. But notwith- 
ftanding the infallibility of his oracle, we find he was deceived when he made that laft ex¬ 
pedition wherein he loft his. life. Whether this cock of his was the fame mentioned 
r before 
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before to have been reftored to life after a mod miraculous maimer, I fliall not take 
upon me to determine. 

The fame Father Thomas acquainted me how he and his companion had been abufed 
in their miffion at Sogno, and fent among the pagans into the kingdom of Angoij, which 
was after the following manner. A King of Congo being delirous of being crowned, 
had recourfe to the Portuguefe of the kingdom of Angola for their afiiftance, with 
condition, that in cafe he fucceeded in his defign, he would give them the country of 
Sogno, and two mines of gold to boot. This proffer being not unwelcome to the For¬ 
tuguefe, they immediately affembled themfelves to take poffeflion of it, to the end that 
thereby they might be more feeure of having their bargain performed after they had 
done their work. At the fame time, the King gathered great numbers of his fubjefls 
together to join the Fortuguefe, adding'moreover a certain company of Giaghi under 
the Calangola (a chief among this barbarous people, that delight in feeding on man’s 
flefli) all which immediately fet forward towards Sogno. The count being foon ac¬ 
quainted with thefe proceedings, raifed a prodigious army likewife, and therewith went 
out to meet his bold invaders. But it fo happened, that by reafon the Sognefe army 
were wholly unacquainted with the fire-amis and manner of the Portuguese fighting, 
they were foon difeomfited and routed, leaving the field, and an innumerable number 
of prifoners, together with the dead body of their count, to the conquerors. 

After this victory obtained, the aforefaid Calangola propofed to the Portuguefe cap¬ 
tain to have all the prifoners killed, and given to his foldiers to eat, alleging, “ that the 
next day they fliould take as many more, and they would then not be able to keep both.” 
This propofal the captain, either through clemency or intereft, refufed to confent to, 
telling the calangola, that his men, if they pleafed, might feed for the prefent on the 
dead bodies, and in the mean-time he would confider of his requeft. WhiUt this puffed, 
the countefs-dowager, together with all the people, petitioned the fatd captain, “ that 
he would proceed no farther with his hoftilities, and lie fliould be fully fatisfied in what 
he demanded.” To which the captain anfwered, “ That he was refolved to go on as 
far as the far theft Banza*, to teach the Sognefe people the bounds of their obedience 
to Congo.” Hereat the people being extremely enraged, one of the principal among 
them being of the blood of the counts, ftood up, and told them, “ That if they would 
elect him for their count, he would foon rid them of their fears of the Portuguefe.” 
To this the affrighted people immediately confented, and, at the Came time, chafe him 
for their fovereign. Being thus chofen, he began to unite and fortify the diftra&ed 
minds of his fubjefts; and to the end they might quickly be in a condition to rake the 
field, he gave them the following inftruftions. Firft he ordered them to Ihave their 
heads ("which cutlom continues even to this day among thefe people, whether male or 
females). Next he commanded them to bind palm-leaves about their temples, to the 
end that in the battle they might thereby be diftinguiflied from thofe Blacks that 
accompanied the Portuguefe. He further advifed them not to be afraid either of the 
noife or flafhings of guns. Cnee they were only as bugbears fit to fright children, and 
not men of courage. He moreover cautioned them againft minding thofe European 
trifles which their enemies the Whites were accuHomed to throw among them, when 
they had a mind to diforder and make them break their ranks f. Fie likewife ordered 
them to flioot always at the men, and not the liorfes, thefe laft being inconfiderable in 

* Banza is a name given to the cities here* 

The Portuguefej to put them into diforder* ufed to fcaUer knives, bits of coral aud of cloth, about 
which they ran out to pick up, and fo were difperfed, 
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war, and nothing like to the nature of tigers, lions and elephants. He commanded 
them moreover that if any among them turned his back, they fhould immediately ftrike 
ofF his head; and if more than one did the fame, the reft fhould ferve him the like: 
“ For,” fays he, “ we are all refolded to die a glorious death, rather than live a mifer- 
able life.” Laftly, to the end that his followers might go on under him with the lefs 
concern, he commanded them to kill all their domeftic animals; and the better to 
encourage them therein, was the fir ft that fet them an. example, by killing his own in 
their fight. This he did likewife to prevent the Portuguefe (in cafe they fhould have 
the better of him) from having any thing to triumph over, and feaft with in his domi¬ 
nions ; and rather chofe to have his fubje£ls feed on them, to hearten and ftrengthen 
them for battle, than to have his enemies fatten and regale on his fpoils. Now becaufe 
his orders had been fo pun&ually obferved in this particular, the whole race of thefe 
beafts, elpecially of cows, has aim oft been totally deflroyed ever finee; infomuch that 
1 myfelf have known a young maid fold here for a calf, and a woman for a cow. To 
reinforce this his army, the laft thing this count did was to call in his neighbours to his 
affiftance, together with whom and his own fubjefts having compofed a wonderous force, 
he forthwith marched out into the field. His enemies, through too great a negligence 
and contempt of his power, foon betrayed themfelves into his hands; for marching on 
without the leaft order, they gave opportunity to an ambufli that lay ready for them, to 
break, and put them eafily to flight. The firft that fled were the Giaghi, being the 
troops under their calangola, and the forces of the King of Congo followed foon after. 

I he flaves that had been taken in the battle before, finding here an opportunity to 
efcape, run like madmen in among!! their friends, and having their arms unloofed by 
them, prefently turned all their fury upon the remaining Portuguefe, who ftill kept their 
ground; but at length being overpowered by numbers, they were forced to give back, 
and were all killed in the purfuit, except fix who were taken prifoners, and brought 
before the count; who demanded of them, “ If they would choofe to die with their 
companions, or furvive to be made flaves ?” To which they anfwered, with an accuf- 
tomed Spanifh refolution, “ Never did Whites yet yield to be made flaves to Blacks, 
neither would they.” Which anfwer foon caufed their deftruefion ; for fcarce were the 
words out of their mouths, but they were all killed upon the fpot. All the artillery and 
baggage was taken by the Sognefe army; the former of which, together with feme 
pieces of cannon bought of the Hollanders, ferved to furnifh a fortrefs built with earth 
at the mouth of the river Zaire, which commands both the faid river and the fea. 

Before they left Loanda, the Portuguefe army had defired of the commander of the 
Armadilia (fo they called their fleet by reafon of the fmallnefs of it) “ that as he failed 
along the coafts of Sogno, wherever he faw great fires burning he fhould anchor/’ 
Now after the obtained victory, the Sognefe foldiers fpent all their nights in jollify and 
merriment about fuch fires, as had been deferibed; which the fhips immediately per¬ 
ceiving, dropped their anchors hard-by and were preparing to land their force : while 
difeovering from the fliore a Portuguefe Have that hailed them, they foon took him into 
a boat, and found he had been fent by the count to the governor of Loanda with a leg 
and an arm of a White; together with this infulting meflage, “ Go carry the news of 
your defeat, together with this prefent, to the governor of Loanda your mafter.” Thus 
you may perceive the feamen, if they had landed, had been in the fame cafe with the 
landmen, and inftead of imprifoning the Blacks in the fhackles they had carried along 
with them for that purpofe, had been undoubtedly in the like condition themfelves, and 
had been at leaft made flaves of, if they came off with their lives. 
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What the Sognefe fay for themfelves in juftification of this quarrel, is as follows: 
1 hey a Ik firft, “ What right the King of Congo had to give away their country of Sog¬ 
no to the Portuguefe, when it was none of his, but a fovereignty of itfelf And next 
they would know, “ Why the Portuguefe, who were not unacquainted with that parti¬ 
cular, fliould be fo unjuft as to be ready to accept of it, and that in an hoftile manner ?” 
They alleged moreover, “That when the Hollanders fome years fince had got poflef- 
fion of the kingdom of Angola, a great number of Portuguefe being routed thence, fled 
to Sogno, where they were courteoufly entertained by the count, who gave them the 
illand of Iiorfes to live in ; and moreover furnifhed them with all manner of provifions 
gratis. Now they could not but much wonder that thofe people whom they had fo 
hofpitably relieved, fliould have the ingratitude to endeavour to take their country away 
from them.” Thefe jars arifing upon this occafion, could not but be extremely preju¬ 
dicial to the infant growth of Chriftianity in this country, infomuch that one of our order 
who lived at Sogno died for mere grief thereof: and 1 myfelf met with feveral people 
in Chitombi, the place where the battle was fought, who would come no more to con- 
feflion upon that account. 

Now to return to our llory: the count having received in the aforefaid battle about 
thirteen wounds, in near the compafs of a month, died thereof; and a new one 
being foon chofen in his Head, he nourifiied in his heart fo great a hatred to the 
Portuguefe, that he refolved for the future to have no more dealings neither with 
them nor the Capuchins, whom he looked upon to belong to them. Whereupon 
fending for fome Flemifh merchants that were juft then upon their departure out of his 
country for Flanders, he writ by them to the pope’s nuncio there, to furnilh his domi¬ 
nion with new priefts. The pious prelate upon the receipt of this letter, fent him two 
Francifcans and one lay-brother, with ftrift command to them, that if there were any 
Capuchins in the country, they fliould fubinit to them as their fuperiors. Thefe three 
religious perfons being arrived, were received with all the courtefy imaginable, and 
afterwards conduced to our convent. The count perceiving that he had now got other 
priefts, made ufe of feveral falfe pretexts to fend ours away; and at laft being not able 
to prove any crimes againft them, he had recourfe to the moft barbarous and arbitrary 
nfage that could be thought on, commanding that they fliould be dragged out of his 
dominions for the fpace of two miles together. This was forthwith executed with the 
greateft rigour, for the officers of this cruel mailer not only tore them along in their 
own cords, with their faces grating downwards upon the fands, but likewife reviled them 
all the way with unmerited reproaches and calumnies. All which notwithftanding thel'e 
pious fathers underwent with the greateft chearfulnefs, well remembering what greater 
puniflitnents and indignities their Saviour had fullered for them before. So great 
neverthelefs were the injuries offered to thefe fathers, that in no long time after one of 
them died; and the other, who was the aforefaid Father Thomas, hardly efcaped with 
bis life. Being thus mifufed, and withal unprovided of all neceflaries, they were at laft 
left on the confines of the count’s dominion, in a little uninhabited ifland of the river 
Zaire. Here they made ihift to fupport themfelves for two or three days; F. Thomas, 
who was the leaft hurt of the two, going out to hunt for their fubfiftence: but at length 
they were unexpectedly delivered from hence by fome pagan fifhermen, who took them 
on board them, and carried them to a city of their’s called Boir.bangoij in the kingdom 
of Angoij- Here arriving at night, they were very courteoufly entertained by an infidel 
of the place, who gave them a fupper, and moreover afligned them a houfe, and three 
women to wait on them after the manner of that country". JJut our fathers not caring 
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to trull themfelves among tliefe people, foon after they had fupped, fending away their 
women, meditated an. efcape. For this purpofe Father Thomas, who was the bell able 
to walk, took his lame companion upon his back, and marched out of the houfe; but 
he had not gone far, but he was forced, through weaknefs, to fet down his burden 
under a great fliady tree; which as foon as day appeared, for fear of difcovery, they 
made fliift to get up into. Their patron coming that morning to vifit his guelts, ana 
finding them gone, much wondered; and well knowing they could not be got far, by 
reafon of the condition he left them in, immediately went about to fearch after them. 
Coming at laft near the place where they were, and not having yet found them, a pagan 
thought came into his head, that they might have been carried away by fome fpirits, 
and which he exprelfed after this manner ; “ If the devil has carried them away, I fup- 
pofe he did it that they might make me no recompence for my kindnefs.” Our Fathers 
hearing this, could not forbear laughing, even amidlt their miferies and misfortunes, and 
putting out their heads from the tree, cried out, “ We are here, friend, never doubt 
our gratitude, for we only went out of the houfe to refrelh ourlelves with the rays of 
the riling fun.” Hereat the old man being exceedingly rejoiced, immediately took 
them down, and putting them into two nets, fent them away to Capinda, a port of the 
kingdom of Angoij, about two days journey from Bombangoij. Here, it I am not mif- 
taken, the Father that had been molt harafled, died; and Father Thomas embarking 
himfelf not long after on board a vefiel that lay there, departed for Loanda in the king- 
dom of Angola. One of the two Francifcans that remained yet in Sogno, the other 
having been gone for Angola fome time before, being extremely affronted at the iil 
ufage of thefe two Capuchins, figniffed to the count that he thought himfelf obliged in 
charity to go in quell of his banilhed brethren, and that either to fupport them if alive, 
or bury them if dead. This requefl; the count highly approved of, and confequently 
gave him leave to go. Having hereby obtained his defire, he foon fet out for Capinda, 
but never returned, thinking it rather advifeable to go on board the fame vellel with 
Father Thomas for Loanda. 

His companion, the lay-brother, not finding him to return, obtained leave likewife 
to go on the fame errand, as well as under pretence of haftening his return; but 
being once out of fight, he alfo was no more to be feen. Our convent thus being 
deprived of all its inhabitants, only one lay-brother remaining behind, whom the 
count kept locked up for fear of lofing him ; the people rofe in great fury againft 
their Prince, and that for depriving them of the million defigned for their good. No 
prudence being capable of oppofing this mutiny, they at lalt went fo far that they 
ieized upon their count, and fent him bound to an illand of his dominions in the Zaire; 
where, that he might not be ablolutely idle, they left him at liberty to command, and 
afterwards chofe a new count. This Prince being but little fatisfied with his con line- 
mem, did all that in him lay to get himfelf rcitored, intriguing ineeffantly with the 
neighbouring nations for that purpofe. But which coming timely to his fubje&s* ears, 
they once more feized upon him, and tying a huge w’eight to his neck, threw him 
in a rage into the fea, with thefe words : “ Over this river you made the poor Capu¬ 
chins to pafs into banilhment, for no offence, and into the fame go you, barbarous and 
inhuman monfter, for fo doing.” Thus ended the life of a perfccutor of poor harm- 
lefs men, who offended him only in that they were either really or elfe fufpeclcd to be 
Portuguefe. 

Whilft -matters went thus. Father Jofeph Maria, who lived then at Loanda, after 
fome time came to Sogno, tinder pretence of carrying away the lay-brother before- 
mentioned, with fome church-utenlils belonging to the million, though in reality h s 
vol, xvt, h it 1 bufineis 
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bulinefs was to found the minds of the Sognefe people. After his arrival at the mouth 
of the river Zaire, called by the Portuguefe Pionta del Padron, before he would fet 
foot a-fhore, he fent a meffenger to acquaint the count with his being there. As foon 
as the people heard of it, they hurried away in great numbers to fee him, and 
prefently acquainted him, " how they had difpatched the enemy of the Capuchins into 
that river, and that for the future they would defend thofe holy men to the laft drop 
of their blood.” This promife they afterwards confirmed by an oath at the holy altar. 
They alfo, at the fame time, earneftly entreated this Father, “ that he would continue 
among them, and depart no more for Loanda.” To this requeft, Father Jofeph an- 
fwered, “ That his commiflkm from his fuperior extended no farther than to bring 
away Father Leonard, together with the church goods.” In fhort, fo very urgent 
were their entreaties, and fo powerful their reafons, that he was at length prevailed 
upon to tarry with them; and that efpecially at the return of the meffenger who 
brought him the fame defires from the new count. All this gained fo far upon him, 
that he not only confented to flay himfelf, but likewife, as a farther token of good-will, 
and pardoning their late offence, procured alfo the injured Father Thomas to return 
once more among them; and even from thence-forward our order has lived in that 
country without the leaft moleftation. 

This earldom is very large, even if you except Chiovachianza fpoken of before. In 
it there were formerly about fix miffioners, but there are now for the moft part but 
one or two, when there is occafion for a much greater number. In the firft million 
my companion went on into thefe parts, above five hundred, as well men and women, 
as children, were baptized by him in a day. I have alfo known here abundance of 
mothers come five or fix days journey, with their infants in their arms, to have them 
chriftened, or elfe to confefs themfelves, paying the interpreter to-boot. How often 
does it happen among Europeans, that many put off the facrament of the bleffed fupper 
from time to time, with no fmaff hazard to their.fouls? Whereas, in this country, there 
is only a want of apoftolic labourers to make the people ftrift obfervers of the com¬ 
mandments, and conftant in the faith. 

To preferve as much as poffible this new-planted Chriftianity, it has been ordered, 
that in every city, or place of any note, there fhould be one church at leaft, and at 
my being here there were in all about eighteen throughout the count’s dominions. To 
every of thefe there is fent fome perfon that has been bred up in our convent, who, 
three times a-week, is to fay over the Rofary to the people, and withal to teach every 
Sunday. On all holidays, inftead of mafs the Litany is only firag, and the Chriftian 
doflrine expounded ; and on the firft Sunday of every month there is a proceffion to 
be of the Rofary. As often as any dedication-day of a church happens, the miflioner 
takes care to be prefent himfelf if he can poflibly, when great numbers appear, either 
to baptize their children, to marry, or to receive the facrament. 

Herein neverthelefs there did not want abufes, introduced for the moft part by 
foreigners, rather than the natives, of whom there are many, who, through the grace 
of God, live fuch good lives, that fometimes in their confeffions there has fcarce been 
matter for abfolution. The firft abufe was in matrimony, after the following manner:— 
Thefe people were accuftomed to converfe with their wives fome time before they mar¬ 
ried them, to try if they could like them ; and after the fame manner the wives were 
to experience their hulbands.—The contra&s were made thus : A father and mother 
feeing their fon arrived to an age fit for marriage, fend a prefent (which goes alfo for 
a portion), according to their ability, to the father and mother of the perfon that he 
fancies, requefting their daughter of them for a wife to their fon. Together with this 
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prefent there is likewife font an earthen pot Full of palm-wine, called by the natives 
Cietto a MelafFo. Before the intended wife’s parents receive the prefent, they and 
their company are to drink up the wine : iirft, the father is to drink, then the mother; 
and after them it is handed about among the itanders-by: if this lafl ceremony were 
omitted, it would be accounted a coniiderable affront. Alter all this is done, the 
father is to return an anfwer either one way or other : if he reje&s the offer, he muff 
make his excufes; but if he accept it, he only retains the portion. When the laft 
happens, the hufband, with his friends and relations, goes immediately, upon notice 
that the prefent has been accepted, to his wife’s father’s houfe; and having there re¬ 
ceived her of her parents, conducts her to his own. The way of marrying in facie 
ecclcfue is not at all approved of by them, for they mull firft be latisfied whether theii 
wife will have children, of which they are very felicitous; whether fhe will be diligent 
in her daily labour ; and laftly, whether file will prove obedient, before they will marry 
her. If they find her faulty in any of thefe points, they immediately fend her back 
again to her parents. When the fault proceeds from the wife’s fide, the hufband mull 
have the prefent he made her reftored; but when it happens on his part, he can 
recover nothing. Though the woman, through any defetl, either in peifon or be¬ 
haviour, be returned, yet is lhe not neverthelefs looked upon as the worfe for it, lbut 
foon after generally undergoes another trial. Being obliged by us to marry, when 
once they are become fo, they will live fo chriftian-like and lovingly together, that the 
wife would fooner fuffer herfelf to be cut to pieces, than confent to defile her hufband s 
bed. If it at any time happen otherwife, which I am confident rarely does, the adul¬ 
terer is obliged to give the value of a Have to the hufband of the adultrefs, and lhe is 
to go forthwith and beg her hufband’s pardon for the wrong fhe has done him ; other- 
wife if he comes to know of her crime, he may eafily obtain a divoice. Sucii as are 
found fo cohabit together, without being lawfully married, are fined fo much of the 
country money as amounts to the value of nine of our crowns* 

It muff be obferved, that the father of the bride, when he receives the prefent for 
her, though it be never fo little, muft not complain, for that would be no better than 
felling his daughter* Wherefore, to prevent fiich a crime, all men are taxed by the 
public in thofe matters how much they (hall give, and which is always rated according 
to their qualities and conditions- 

All that the bride's parents receive upon this account, they look upon as due to them 
for maintaining their daughter to the time of her marriage ; lo that you may perceive 
he is to be efteemed the rieheft perfon here who has molt daughters* 

A notable abufe is this other, though praftifed by the meaner fort of people, and 
that but feldom. When a man happens to draw near his end, who has taken a woman 
for his wife, but whom he had not yet married, to faVe returning the portion, he leaves 
the concubine to feme kinfman* To prevent the which, we have ordered, that he vtho 
receives a woman in that nature fliall be baftinadoed. One of thefe Negroes that had 
taken his coufin to wife, was once brought before me* i his perfon, was,of the better 
fort; but I thought the greater his quality was, the greater would be the fcandal it I 
foould let him go unpimifhed ; and therefore having firft ufed admonitions to him, 
and finding them fruitlefs, I proceeded to menaces; but all the efreft they had was, 
that inlfead of quitting her, he made anew prefent to her father, and thereby inhnuated 
that he had fulfilled the law. Hereupon I caufed him to be again apprehended,' toge¬ 
ther with his fpoufe; and having made a fhort fennon to theiy both, and the reft of 
the people, to fhew the heinoufnefs of this crime, upon their further obltinacy, I de¬ 
livered them up to the people to be dealt with as they thought fitj who, taking them 
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into their cuftody, before they parted with them, feverely lcourged them both, and 
moreover deprived the man. of a certain office lie held, which brought him in great 

I laid before, that women would have experience ot their hufbands before they 
married them, in lihe manner as the men were to have of them j and in this particular 
I can aver, that they are commonly much more obftinate or tickle than men, for I have 
known many of thefe laft, that were willing to be married, and the women always 
hung back, and either fled away or made excufes. 

r Amongft the many cafes of this nature that happened to me in my million, I (hall 
relate only one more. Being called to confefs a fick woman that had a daughter who 
lived with a man upon trial; before I confefled her, I told her “ That I could not 
make her partaker of the benefit of abfolution, unlefs file withdrew her daughter from 
the Hate of fin the lived in, and obliged her to marryto which the fick woman readily 
anfwered, “ Father, 1 will never confent that my daughter fhall have occafion from me 
to curie me after I am dead, for obliging her to marry where Hie does not fancy.” Then 
I replied, “ What, do you Hand more in awe of a temporal than an eternal curfe ?” And 
at the fame time calling the daughter to me, I demanded of her, “ If fee would.be willing 
that her mother fhould go to hell upon her account ?** The wretch hearing this, began 
immediately to tremble and weep, and calling her feigned hulband to her, fwore before 
me, that Ihe would be fure to marry him the fir ft holiday that came ; and accordingly 
fee did; for foon after going a fifeing with her hulband, they happened to have good 
luck, and therewith they folemnized their nuptials. Hereupon I prefently confefled 
the fick mother, and Ihe not long after died in peace. Notwithftanding this, feme ob¬ 
ftinate mothers have rather chofen to die unconfefi'ed, than to concern themfelves with 
the marriage of their daughters. 

The economy obferved between hulband and wife is as follows:—The man is obliged 
to procure a habitation, to clothe his wife according to her condition, to prune the trees, 
to grub up roots from the fields where there is occafion, and alfo to carry home the 
palin-wine to their houfe as often as it rifes. The woman on her part is to find meat 
for her hulband and children, and therefore only they have the care of marketing. 
As foon as rain comes, fee goes into the fields, and works till noon, at which time Ihe 
is to return home to get her hufband’s dinner. Being got ready, fee fets it down be¬ 
fore him, who fits only at table, and who, after he has fatisfied hiinfelf, gives the reft 
to her, and fee forthwith divides it between herfelf and children. I feould have told 
you alfo, that the wives here wait on their hulbands at table. 

Another abufe is, that when the women are with child, they clothe tbemfelves from 
the loins to the knees, after the country-falhion, with a fort of rind taken off a tree, 
which is like a coarfe cloth, and fo neatly interwove, that it rather feems the work of 
the loom, than the product of the earth. This tree is called Mirrone, the wood whereof 
is very hard, the leaves like thofe of the orange-tree, and every bough fends down 
abundance of roots to the ground. It is generally planted near the houfes, as if it were 
the tutelar god of the dwelling, the Gentiles adoring it as one of their idols; and in 
fome places they leave calabafoes full of wine of the palm-tree at the foot of them for 
them to drink w r hen they are thirffy; nor do they dare tread upon its leaves, any more 
than we would, on the holy crofs. But if they perceive any branch broke, they no 
longer worfeip it, but prefently take off the bark, or rind, whereof the women with 
child make thofe garments, receiving them at the hands of the wizards, who tell them 
they eafe the burden ot the great belly, and caufe them to be eafily delivered. It is 
not to be imagined how careful the women are of this tree, believing it delivers them 
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ftom all the dangers that attend child-bearing. Neverthelefs, underftandmg there was 
one in the liberty of oor miffion, I went, well attended, and cut it down. _ lhe woman 
it belonged to aiked why it was cut down ; I told her I wanted it to cut into planks; 
and fhe went into her houfe without fpeakiog one word more. 

‘ The fourth abufe is, that whilft their children are young, thefe people bind them 
about with certain fuperftitious cords made by the wizards; who likewife teach them to 
utter a kind of fpell while they are binding them. I hey alfo at the fame time hang 
about them bones and teeih of divers animals, being preservatives, as they lay, again 
the nower of any difeafe. Likewife there are fome mothers fo foolift, that they will 
hang°Agnus-Deis, medals, and relicks to the aforefaid cords. When thefe women bring 
their children to be chriftened, if we find any of thefe cords about them, we prefentlv 
order them to be flopped in their proceedings, and inftead thereof to receive feveral 
fcourges on their knees, till fuch time as they recant their error. I will relate only one 
of the feveral cafes of this nature that happened to me. A woman came to me to have 
her fon baptized, and wbo at the fame time had the magic cord about Ins vvafte .1 m - 
mediately ordered the mother to be whipped ; but fcarce had fhe received one flroke 
before fhe fell down on her knees, and in great confternation direfted herfe f to nie after 
this manner: “ Father, pardon me, I befeech you, for the love of God, becaufe that 
mv child having had four of thefe cords on, I took off three while we were upon the 
road, and the fourth I defigned to take away as foon as I had opportunity, but forjot 
i t ,” This caufed great laughter in the ftanders by, but in me it raffed an t. ec P 
of the fnnplicity of the woman, infomuch that giving her only a imart reproof, 1 

hCT ra f rrr being to wean any one of their children, the father and mother 
,oiL lay hunon the graund, and whilft they do that which modefty will not per- 
£ n - fo jL me t he father lifts him by the arm, and fo holds him for foine time hang¬ 
ing in the air, Valfely believing that by thofe means he will become more ftrong and. 
rebuff. This ceremony they call the lifting of a child, and is in my opinion the mo 
impudent and fuperftitious that could be imagined. Thefe people moreover ke^P them 
voum? children always naked upon the giound, to the end they may thereby gio 
hardy and aaive; and fcarce are they able to walk alone, but they tie a bell about them,, 
to give notice where they are to be found when they have ftrayed. ' 

A fixth abufe is, that the mothers are accuftomed to prefent their infants to the 
wizards as f'oon as born, that they may foretel what good or evil fortune is likely to 
befal them : for this porpofe the falfe prophet takes the child in his arms, and turning 
• i: n , T i t about makes his pretended obfervations upon the mufcles and other part? 

tells 5 - parents what ho thinks fit The ante 

are made ^upon fick perfons, to know what has been the occafion of their difeafes . if 
they happen to guefs wrong, and the patient comes to die, they never want for excufes 

*° Seventhly, it is a cuftom that either the parents or the wizards give certain rules to be 
inviolably obferved by the young people, and which they call Chegilla: thefe arc b- 
ltaiii from eating either fome forts of poultry, the flefii of feme kinds-of wild beads, 
fuch and fuch fruits, roots either raw or boiled after this or another manner, with feve¬ 
ral other ridiculous injunaions of the like nature too many to be enumerated herer 
You would wonder with what religious obfervance theie commands are obeyed. Thete 
vounc people would fooner chufe to tall feveral days together, than to tafte the leaft bit 
of wh it has been forbidden them ; and if it fqmeumes happen that the Chegilla has 
been ncgletfed to have been given them by their parents, they think they fliall P«fentl£ 
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die unlefs they go immediately to receive it from the wizards* A certain young negro 
being upon a journey, lodged in a friends houfe by the way: his friend, before he 
went out the next morning, had got a wild hen ready for his breakfaft, they being 
much better than the tame ones. The Negro hereupon demanded, <c If it were a wild 
hen ?” His holt anfwered, “ No then he fell on heartily, and afterwards proceeded 
on his journey. About four years after thefe two met together again, and the afore- 
faid Negro being not yet married, his old friend afked him, c * If he would eat a wild 
hen ?” To which he anfwered, w That he had received the Chegilla, and therefore 
could not” Hereat the holt began immediately to laugh, enquiring of him, 4C What 
made him refufe it now, when he bad eaten one at his table about four years ago 
At the hearing of this the Negro immediately fell a trembling, and fuffered himfelf to 
be fo fax poffeffed with the effefts of imagination, that he died in lefs than twenty-four 
hours after. 

Eighthly $ the maids have a cuftom, that in what place foever they ftrft have their 
courfes come upon them, they mud continue, though without doors, dll one of their 
kindred comes to carry them into the houfe \ then they have two maids and a feparate 
apartment affigned them, where they muff keep locked up for two or three months to¬ 
gether, and obferve certain fuperftidous ceremonies, fuch as, not to fpeak to any man, 
to wafli fo many times a day, to anoint themfelves with Taculla, which is the duft of a 
red wood tempered with water, and the like. If they fliould not do this, they are of 
opinion that they Ihould never be lit for procreation, though experience {hews them the 
contrary. This fuperftition is by them called the Calket of Water or Fire. 

On the feaft of the Purification of the Virgin Mary, I had a mind to preach a fermon 
againft thefe practices ; and the better to move the people, I * had before placed the 
image, in relievo, of this blefled faint, covered, on the altar, with a dagger (truck 
through her bread, and which the blood followed : this done, I began to difcourfe 
againft thofe women that obferved the hellifh delufions before-mentioned, proving that 
they thereby not only offended their loving Saviour, but likewife did great injury to his 
immaculate mother* At the fame inftant I drew afide the curtain and difcovered the 
image, which the people perceiving fo wounded and bloody, began immediately to re* 
lent, and broke out into the extremeft grief. Among the many preterit, there was one 
father of a family that had a daughter then Ihut up upon the foregoing account; who 
returning home in a great paffion, fell upon both wife and daughter, and banged them 
to that degree, that they were glad to come immediately to our church to be confelfed. 

The ninth and laft abufe is, that all the fields of this country being without fences, 
their owners, to preferve their corn, plant about them feveral rows of ftakes, which 
being bound round with bundles of herbs by the wizards, they tell you will kill any 
fuch as fhall offer either to rob or do them damage. 

To remedy as much as poffible all thefe disorders, which for the moft part are 
praftifed either by women or men of no confideration, we have thought proper to 
ilfue forth the following ordinances: 

Firft, That all the Manis or governors either of provinces or cities, who are not law¬ 
fully married, (hall be forthwith deprived of their governments, to the end that they 
may not by their ill examples withhold the common people from their duty. To get 
this the better obferved, we drew on our fide all the principal courtiers, whom we per- 
fuaded to marry their wives without defiring to have any foregoing experience of them. 
This pious endeavour of ours, through the grace of God, fucceeded fo well, that all 
that embraced it were efteemed; and fuch as oppofed it either defpifed or punifhed. 

Secondly, 


MEROLLA’s VOYAGE TO CONGO. 


2 39 

Secondly, That all the women which were great with child fhould be confeffed, and 
communicate often er than they were wont to do, and efpecially fuch as were near 
their time; both whom we likewife enjoined to wear religious relicks inftead of the 
wizards’ mats. 

Thirdly, That all mothers fhould make the cords they bound their infants with of 
palm-leaves that had been confecrated on Palm Sunday, and moreover guard them well 
with other fuch relicks as we are accuftomed to make ufe of at the time of baptifm. 

Fourthly, That all fathers and mothers Ihould at certain times offer up their children 
to God, and that in the church before fome image of Our Saviour. 

Fifthly, That all mothers after the birth of their firft born fhould carry it to the 
church, and perform the ceremony, which is called entering into the holy place; and 
if it be ftck, we ordered its mother to recommend it to the Lord, together with fome 
fort of vow. 

Sixthly, That the parents fhould enjoin their children to obferve fome particular 
devotion, fuch as to repeat, fo many times a day, the Rofary or the Crown in honour 
of the Bleffed Virgin, to fall on Saturdays, to eat no flefh on Wednefdays, and fuch 
things ufed among Chriftians. 

Seventhly, Thofe women that fhould be found fhut up for the future on account of 
their conception were to be fcourged, and which was forthwith executed by order from 
the count: but if through neceffity they were obliged to keep up, then they were en« 
joined only to repeat the Rofary on common days, and to hear mafs on all feaft- 
days. 

Eightly and laftly, Whipping was likewife impofed on all fuch as fhould rob, or 
otherwife do damage in any field ; and that inftead of the magic guard their owners 
had planted to preferve their corn, and to render it fertile, they fhould make ufe of 
confecrated palm-branches, and here and there fet the fign of the crofs. And further, 
to the end that all thefe prefervatives fhould be left ftanding at the time of reaping the 
corn, we fent always a good company of our fcholars at that feafon with a ftandard, to 
run over the fields, and fee that all was in order; and alfo to back their authority, we 
procured feveral of the count’s fons and relations to accompany them, who might war¬ 
rant the pulling down any fpells or iiichaniments which they fhould meet with in their 
way. 

Being thus got into the fpacious fields of Sogno, let us take a view by-the-bye of 
the fituations, poffeflions, habitations, and manner of living, and clothing of thofe 
Ethiopians. The earldom of Sogno is abfolute, except only its being tributary to the 
kingdom of Congo. It is a peninfula, bordering on the eaft upon Bamba, a duchy 
belonging to Congo, and divided from it by the river Ambrife: on the weft and fouth 
it has the ocean, and on the north it is bounded by the river Zaire, which divides the 
Chriftians from the Pagans of the kingdom of Angoii, and is feated in the torrid zone, 
being only fix degrees diftant from the equino&ial line. It has feveral iflands in the 
Zaire, which are all inhabited by Chriftians. The election of the count is performed 
by nine eleftors, who for the inoft part chufe a new one before the old one deceafed is 
buried. During the interim of the fede vacante (vacancy of the throne) a child go¬ 
verns, who is obeyed by all as if he were their real prince. As foon as the election is 
made, we miffioners are acquainted with it by order, to the end that if we approve of 
it, we may publifh it in the church, otherwile the election goes for nothing. 

The count being dead, the countefs-dowager (like the Oueen-dowager of Congo) 
returns with her children to her firft habitation, where fhe is to exercife no dominion, 
but becomes a private woman, only retaining a privilege to take place next to the 
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cmintefs-regent, Sometimes it happens that there are three or four of the countefs- 
dowagers living at a time, and that becaufe the women in this country are much longer 
lived than the men, as alfo that it is lawful for nobody to marry thefe countefles ex¬ 
cept the fucceilbr only. 

Their duty is to obferve continence ft rift ly in their widowed ft ate; for if any of 
them fliouid be proved guilty of unchaftity, they mvift either undergo death by fire or 
the fword. If either the ion, or any other peribn of the blood has a mind to fueceed 
his relation even in the life-time of the dying prince, there commonly arife great 
troubles to the ft ate; for they generally by factions get polteffion of the throne, and 
exclude the electors from doing their duty, It: is therefore that the death of all counts 
is always concealed as much as poffible, infomuch that fomerimes the blefled facrament 
has been forborn to be given them, for fear of dilcovering the occafion by the priefts 
going to court. 

It once happened that I was called to court to comfort the indifpofed count, but the 
meffenger it feems had a particular order to conduct me by the mod unfrequented road, 
I went, and being come into the count’s prefence, after having received me with all the 
civility imaginable, he demanded of the courtier what people he had met by the way: 
he anfvvered, only three or four, and named them. After which, without any reply 
to him, he'addrcfied himfelf to me, and difeourfed of many things relating to my 
million. I knew fuch difeourfe could not be the caufe of his fending for me, and 
therefore after fome time intreated His Highnefs to difeover to me the occafion of it: 
he anfwered, <4 The occafion of my fending for you, Father, was only to fee you, 
and to delight myfelf with your converfation.” But as I was afterwards informed by 
a perfon about him, his reafon was to have fome remedy from me for his indifpofition ; 
yet although I had been above an hour with him, he had not the courage to open his 
mind to me, fearing left even I fiiould difeover his illnefs to be greater than it really 
was, and therefore the better to keep me in ignorance, he immediately caufed himfelf 
to be lifted out of the bed. My companion foon after returning from his million in the 
neighbouring parts, foundTeveral dead bodies in the road, w r hich we difeovering to the 
count, fearing it was by his order they had been murdered, he frankly owned that 
they had been facrificed to the interefl of the ftate. We fold him our fenfe of fuch 
practices, and withal enjoined him a fevere penance for the fa£h 

The fons of the deceafed count remain likewife no more than private gentlemen 
after his death ; and if their father in his life-tinrfe has a mind to buy them any eftates, 
he mull publifh throughout his whole dominions, that he has done it with his own 
money, legally arifing from his own rents, other wife his children would run a rifk to 
be deprived of their poffeiTions, as, for want of fuch a proclamation, it has often 
happened they have been- The counts have another way to leave livelihoods to their 
children or friends, and that is by grubbing up woods belonging to his crown, and 
thereby reducing them to arable lands, which he is at liberty to grant as he thinks 
fit. This way we have likewife made ufe of to fubfift any flave baptized into our 
church, and for whom we have begged fome of this land for him to cultivate to his 
own profit. 

The count’s dominions are very large, and in which are many cities called Banza, 
one of the principal of which is Chiova, but the greateft of all is the Banza of Sogno, 
where the count r elides, This Banza is always governed by one of the count’s near 
relations or friends, and who has only the name of governor, the reft having only the 
tide of Mani. There are likewife feveral territories and towns fubject to thefe cities, 
$vhich are termed by the natives Libattas. 

Every 
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Every governor or Mani on the feaft-day of St. James is obliged to appear with all 
his people at the Ba,nza of Sogno, to afiift at the fir ft mafs laid there. If any one be 
any ways hindered from coming, he muft fend a deputy in his room, which if he 
negle&s to do, he will both lofe his employment, and pay a fine befides. 

On the fame day every one is to pay allegiance to the Prince after the following 
manner: —In the great market-place near our convent a throne is erected for the count, 
who in the prefence of all the people comes to receive benediction from the miffioner, 
who attends for that purpofe in the church-porch: he afterwards exercifes two feats of 
arms. In the firft, after the cuftoin of the country, having on his head a crown of 
flowing feathers, he makes ufe of a bow and arrows: in the other, being adorned with 
a hat with plumes of feathers on it, a chain and crofs of gold about his neck, to which 
is fixed a long rope of coral which hangs down to his knees, together with a Ihort 
fcarlet cloak, all embroidered, on his fhoulders, with two open places to put out his 
arms on each fide, and feveral other fine things, he exercifes with the fuzee. In both 
thefe he is at the fame time imitated by the people, who herein ufe the fame geftures 
and motions they would do in cafe they were either to attack or defend themfelves 
againft their enemy. As foon as the count has ended his exercife he goes to fit upon 
his throne, which is prepared for him under a great tree that ftands on the fouth-fide 
of the market-place before-mentioned. After him the captain-general, having received 
the like benediction with his mailer, performs the fame thing that he had done before 
him, and wherein he is alfo followed by all the people, with divers ways of attacking, 
retreating, and other ftratagems of war, called by the nations Safchelari. As foon as 
he has done, he places himfelf on a high feat covered with leather, built up for him on 
the eall-fide of our church: this he does, that he may both the better be feen, and 
obferve the military exercifes performed fucceflively by the eleflors and the Mani, each 
being as a captain at the head of his company, and who every one carry a fpecimen of 
that which they are obliged to offer every year to the count for the fubfiftence of him¬ 
felf and court. For example; if they are to give fifh, they carry a couple of filh tied 
together on the head of a fpear: if oil, then they Ihew the palm-fruit that produces 
it: if flelh, they carry a horn of feme beaft; and fometimes I have feen a man wrapped 
about in a cow’s Ikin to demonftrate that duty. At the fame time the Manis difpofe of 
the Syndiclhip to him that is moll worthy, and remove fuch as have ill executed their 
offices from their employments. The great number of people met together from all 
parts to aflill at this ceremony, occafions us alfo a great deal to do during the fpace of 
fifteen days: for feme apply themfelves to us to be married, others to confefs them- 
felves, and feme to baptize their infants. I think of thefe laft, for my lhare, I bap¬ 
tized about two hundred and feventy-two in one day. All the aforefaid ceremonies 
being at an end, the people return home each to their own country, but not without 
craving a bleffing from father-miffioner. 

This ceremony is begun on St. James’s day, by reafon that apoflle is looked upon 
as the patron and protestor of all thefe parts, and that for having given a famous 
vi£lory to the King of Congo againft the idolaters on his day. The manner according 
to the common report was this:— 

Giovi, the firft Chritlian King of Congo, being dead, Don Alphonfo his fon, no 
lefs heir to his virtuous aftions than crown, fucceeded him. Panfanguirima his brother 
thinking his title not good, becaufe he had changed his religion for the Chriftian faith, 
in a Ihort time rebelled, and having no better warrant than his lword, moved againft 
him with a numerous army of idolaters. Don Alphonfo, not a little furprifed at this 
attempt, marched out to meet him with a fmall number, trufting to the merits of his 
vou xvi. i i cauf e 
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caufe, and the affiftance of our Saviour : they loon came to a battle, and though the 
idolaters were very numerous, yet were they immediately routed, and Panfanguitima 
himfelf wounded. After the battle this prince fled to a certain retired place in the 
mountains, where being met with by fome Blacks that were Chriftiaijs, they feized 
upon and took him prifoner, and afterwards brought him bouud before the King his 
brother: the King feeing him in that condition, embraced him with all the bowels of 
a loving brother, and being extremely concerned to find him fo defperately wounded 
both in foul and body, made it his utmoft endeavours to get him healed of both. But 
no Chriftian charity was able to prevail upon the ftubborn and obftinate Pagan Panian- 
guitima, who giving himfelf up altogether to defpair, would fuller neither remedy nor 
comfort, and fo in a fhort time died. It did not fo happen to his lieutenant-general, 
for he having heard the dreadful fentence of death pronounced againll him in cafe he 
did not turn Chriftian, chofe rather to be baptized than to die a martyr to his former 
opinion. Hereupon the King immediately caufed his bonds to be looied, and fet him 
free, only enjoining him this penance, “ That for a certain time he fliould be obliged 
to bring water for all fuch as were to be baptized.” Now upon report that St. James 
was viflbly feen aflifting at this battle, he has ever fince been received for the patron of 
Congo and Angola, and fome other neighbouring nations. 

The office of the Mani is to receive the King’s revenue, and to employ hulbandmen 
to manure the crown-lands when the rains have rendered them fit to till. At the time 
of reaping thefe officers referve a certain part of the corn for themfelves, being their 
due, and a perquifite annexed to their employ. As for the admimftration of juftice, 
whether civil or criminal, it all belongs to them, except in fome particular caies, re¬ 
served to be determined either by the Prince or his delegates. r l he parties m law 
having joined ifiue to come to a trial, the plaintiff firft urges his reafons on his knees 
before the judge, who fits on a carpet with a little ftaff of authority in his hand, and 
under the canopy of a fhady tree, fuch as are wont to grow in the great men’s court¬ 
yards here. Sometimes the judge hears caufes in a great ftraw-hut budt for that pur- 
pofe. When he has gravely given ear to all the proofs the plaintiff can bring, he 
proceeds in like manner to hear the defendant: after which he calls for the witnefles, 
and if they do not attend, the caufe muft be put off to another day: if the witneffes 
appear and give their teftimony, the judge after having ferioufly weighed and confidered 
the proofs and allegations of both parties, proceeds to pronounce fentence according 
to the dictates of nature and real'on, and not through any knowledge of any kind of 
laws. He that has judgment pronounced in his favour, after having paid fo much to 
the judge’s box, extends himfelf ail along with his face to the ground, being a pofture 
whereby to demonflrate his gratitude. When all is over, and the plaiutift about to 
return home, his friends and relations begin to fet up their throats, repeating all the 
way to his houfe the conqueror’s caufe; and the judgment pronounced in his favour. 
Being got home, he is obliged to treat thofe that had accompanied him, and fometimes 
fcarce a night and a day are fufficient to bound their merriment: if the cafe be confi- 
derable, they coinmonlv feaft for three or four nights together with no finall charge 
to him that invites. All this while the unfortunate perfon having had the caufe gone 
againft him, remains filent and quiet, returning to his habitation without the leaf! 
murmur or ill will. 

There are other forts of feafts which are wont to be kept by the Blades, men as 
upon the birth-days of their patrons, their aflumption to any dignity, or the like : it is 
then that every one endeavours to make his lord a prefent i'uitable to his capacity, and 
moreover affifts at the common folemnity befides. 

Having 
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Having thus given a fhort Iketch of fome feafts in ufe among thefe new Chriftians, 
I will likewife take a little notice of one of the Pagans of thefe parts, and that efpe- 
cially upon the birth-day of the Caffangi, the molt potent emperor of the Giaghi, with 
fome other particulars relating to his dominions. What 1 am about to tell you 
was communicated to me by" Father John Baptift de Salefano, a friar of our order, 
who accidentally happened to be in this country on the day this feall was folemnized. 
The dominions of Caffangi are very conffderable, not fo much for their bordering 
upon the kingdom of Matamba, as becaufe of their continued enmity with the Queen 
of Singa, a friend to the Portuguefe. This queen has formerly been very ferviceable 
to the Whites, but now they generally make ufe of the aflillance of another prince of 
the Giaghi, called Calangola, as has been obferved before. But to fpeak of the feaft 
made by the Caffangi: his fubjefts being fummoned together, appear in a vaft body in 
fome fpacious plain. After they are thus met, they gather themielves into a ring, leaving 
a large void in the middle, where there are feveral trees: on the top of one of which 
they ereft a fort of fcaffold capable to contain the Caffangi, with the chiefeft of his 
lords 1 afterwards, at a convenient diflance, they chain down to the trunk of a tree 
one of the fiercefl lions they can meet with. When all this is done, and the emperor 
with his court placed as aforefaid, the people begin to fet up a huge noife, which, 
joined with the untunable difcord of a great number of odd mufical inllruments, com- 
pofes a hellilh harmony. After this a fudden fign is given for all to be hulh and 
fflent, and then the lion is immediately loofed, though with the lofs of his tail, which is 
at the fame time whipped off to make him the more furious* At his hilt fooling he 
commonly flares about, and feeing himfelf at liberty, though not altogether fiee, by 
reafon of the multitudes that furround him, he immediately fets up a hideous roar, 
and afterwards, being greedy of revenge, rulhes upon fome part or other of the com¬ 
pany, where tearing one, and rending another, he makes a fearful havock among 
them*: all this while the people run round him unarmed, being refolved either to kill 
him with their bare hands, or to perifh. At laft the wild bead, having been the death 
of a great number of his affailants, is neverthelefs forced to yield to the preffing crouds 
that gather on all fides about him; when the lion is killed, they all greedily devour 
the dead bodies; after which their mufic begins again, and fo they return Tinging and 
dancing, and crying aloud, “ Long live our Caffangi, Long live our Caffangi,” to their 
emperor’s palace, where being afterwards treated by him, they at length return with 
great joy to their own homes. 

Now let us leave the Giaghi, and return to fpeak farther of Songo. To maintain 
this country in its due obedience to the Chriftian faith, no fraall number of priefts is 
neceffary. In former times there have been a father-fuperior, and fix miffioners all 
at once. In my time there was only I and one companion : the means we made ufe 
of to make thefe people live well has been hinted at before j what remains is to inform 
you, that as foon as any miffioner is arrived in any city, the Mani, 01 governor thereof, 
at night, when all the inhabitants are retired to their houfes, publifhes a proclamation 
to acquaint the people, “ That a miffioner is come thither, and that they mull all 
appear before him to have their fpiritual neceffuies relieved, and continue fo long with 
him as fuch a bufmefs will require.” If the Mani himfelf appear negligent in this, or 
occafion any manner of difturbance, he will receive a deferved punilhmenr, for we make 
it our bufmefs to get fuch a perfon removed from his employment, even within his 
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J ni y fifft o 0 ing out on my million, I found, near a city called Tubii, a place where 
the wizards pra£tifed their forceries. No doubt Providence dire&ed me to difcover 
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this hellilh trade, for whilft I was walking along, I faw a large white bird flying before 
me, fuch as I had never feen before in thefe parts; my curiofity led me to have a nearer 
view of it, and in order thereto I followed it into a thick and fhady grove fomewhat 
dark, at the end whereof 1 obferved a large heap of earth in form like a tomb, with a 
great number of arches and calabafhes at the top, and at both ends. Being pretty well 
affured what this was, I prefently fent for the Mani, who came trembling to me, and 
protefted he knew nothing of the matter; I commanded him to inform himfelf then, 
and to get me the wizard fpeeedily feized: he faid he would, but I not caring to truft 
his diligence, returned the next night to the fame place, expefting to have found the 
wizard there; but he it feems having been acquainted with my proceedings, took care 
to difappoint me by running away, as they all do as foon as they hear we make any 
fearch after them. Then I ordered the Mani, that within ten days time he fliould grub 
up and level all that place, which he neverthelefs difobeyed me in; whereupon I caufed 
him to be fummoned before the count in our convent, where after a fevere reprimand I 
commanded him to difcipline (fcourge) himfelf in the middle of our church during the 
whole time that I was celebrating of mafs, adding withal feveral other pimifhments in 
cafe he did not level the faid grove at his return home. 

The churches for the moll part are built here with boards, and ours, as exceeding 
the reft, was capable of holding five hundred perfons. In the Banza of Sogno there 
were five other churches, in one of which the counts were always buried, and another 
was the chapel-royal. The houfes are generally thatched, and the four fides of them 
are fenced with palm-branches, or leaves interwoven not contemptibly with each other: 
the floors are of loam well beat and hardened, and the roofs and ceilings made of thofe 
rulhes we are ufed to bottom chairs withal. The lord’s houfe is of a quadrangular form 
likewife, and built with boards, but the front is always painted with a fort of colour that 
iffues our of the planed wood: the like any of the gentry may have, if they can obtain 
leave from their lords. Within, thefe houfes are hung with a fort of ofier mats varioufly 
coloured, but we Capuchins are wont to have ours done with rulhes, as more warm in 

winter. . 

The count’s habit differs according to the feveral feafts, and fometimes on other occa- 
fions: his ordinary wear is a veil of ftraw-cloth girt clofe about him, but of fuch work- 
manlhip as may be only worn by him, or by thofe that he thinks fit to honour with that 
privilege. This veil hangs down to the ground, as does likewife a long bays cloak he 
wears over it on his bare back. On feaft days he changes this cloak for a Ihort fear let 
one fringed all round with the fame cloth pinked. On the moft folemn days he puts 
on a Ihirt of the fineft linen, as likewife yellow or crimfon filk ftockings, and a cloak of 
flowered filk, which bears the name of the fpring. When he comes to communicate 
with us at the altar, he has a cloak all white, and which trails along upon the pavement 
as he walks. When the count comes to church, which is at leaft three times a week, 
he has a velvet chair and culhion carried before him, being brought himfelf in a net on 
the Ihoulders of two men, each with a commander’s ftaff in his hand, one all filver, and 
the other only of ebony tipped: the hat the count then wears is covered firft with taf- 
fety, and next with a fort of very fine feathers: on his head he generally wears likewife 
a little filk Hitched cap, which can be worn only by him and fome few others. Before 
him marches one mufician above the reft, who has feveral little round bells fixed to an 
iron two fpans long, wherewith he gingles, and chants to it the glory and grandeur of 
his lord: befides this there are feveral other forts of mufical inftruments made ufe of 
at feftivals, the principal whereof are thofe which in the country-langcag have the name 
of Embuchi, which I mention firft becaufe they belong only to kings, princes, and others 
to of 
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of the blood royal. Thefe are a fort of trumpets made of the fine!!: ivory, being hoi* 
lowed throughout in divers pieces, and are in all about as long as a man’s armj the 
lower mouth is l'ufficient to receive one hand, which by contraaing and dilating of the 
fingers forms the found; there being no other holes in the body as in our flutes or 
hautboys. A concert of thefe is generally fix or four to one pipe. The Longa (which 
is made of two iron bells joined by a piece of wire arch wife) is founded by ftriking it 
with a little flick: both thefe are carried alfc before princes, and that efpecially when 
they publifh their pleafure to the people, being ufed as the trumpet is with us. Ihe 
inflrument mo ft in requeft ufed by the Abundi, being the people of the kingdom of 
Angola, Matamba, and others, is the Marimba; it confifts of fixteen calabafhes orderly 
placed along the middle between two fide-boards pined together, or a long mune, 
hanging about a man’s neck with a thong. Over the mouths of the calabafhes there 
are thin founding flips of red wood called Tanilla, a little above a fpan long, which 
being beaten with two little flicks, returns a found from the calabafhes of feveral lizes 
not unlike an organ. To make a concert, four other inflruments are played upon by as 
many muficians, and if they will have fix they add the Caffuto, which is a hollow piece 
of wood of a lofty tone about a yard long, covered with a board cut like a ladder, or 
with crofs flits at fmall diflances: and running a flick along, it makes a found within, 
which paffes for a tenor: the bafe to this concert is the Quilando, made of a very large 
calabafh, two fpans and a half or three in length, very large at one end, and ending 
fharp off at the other, like a taper bottle, and is beaten to anfwer the Caffuto, having 
cuts all along like it. This harmony is grateful at a diflance, but harffi and ungrateful 
near at hand, the beating of fo many flicks caufing a great contufion. 

Another inftrument of this concert is that which the natives call N iambi, and which 
is like a little guittar, but without a head, inftead whereof there are five little bows of 
iron, which, when the inflrument is to be tuned, are to be let more or lefs into the body 
of it. The firings of this inflrument are made of the thread of palm-trees: it is played 
on with the thumbs of each hand, the inftrument bearing directly upon the pei former s 
brealt. Though the mufic of this inftrument be very low, it is neverthelefs not un- 

Over and above the great drums ufed in the army, there is another fort of a Ieffer 
fize, called Ncamba; thefe are made either of the fruit of the tree called Ahconda, or 
.elfe of hollowed wood with a fkin over one end only: they are commonly made ule of 
at unlawful feafts and merry-makings, and are beaten upon with the hands, which 
neverthelefs makes a noife to be heard at a great diflance. When the miffioners hear 
any of thefe at night, they immediately run to the place in order to difturb the wicked 
pallime. It fell often to my lot to interrupt thefe helhfli praftices, but the people 
always ran away as foon as ever I came up to them, fo that I could never ay 10 on 
any to make an example of them. The Giaghi not only make ule of thefe drums at 
feafts, but likewife at the infernal facrifices of man’s flefh to the memory of their rela¬ 
tions and anceflors, as alfo at the time when they invoke the devil foi then made. 

But to return to the count’s habit. From his neck to his knees there commonly hang 
feveral firings of purple coral, together with a large chain of the fineft gold, having a 
maffy crofs juft before his b.eaft to demonllrate his being a Chnftian: on his wnlts 
he generally wears bracelets of high-prized corals, and on all iolemn days chains of 
gold of the fineft workmanfhip - his fingers are alinoft always covered with rings: he 
generally goes in flippers inftead of flioes. There are commonly earned before him 
two umbrellas of peacock’s feathers, and two others of flraw, both being fixed to the 
tops of long poles: he has likewife two horfes tails along with him, wherewith to duve 


2 5° 


MEROLLa’s VOYAGE TO CONGO. 


three plants of Storax, Gum-benjamin, and Caffia; but that neither of them were held 
in any efteem by the Blacks. 

As to pepper, what I have to fay is only this; being one day grievoufly tormented 
with wind, talked a noble Negro, if he could help me to a remedy, he anfwered, 
iC Yes,” and immediately fetched me fome pepper. I took it according to his pre- 
fcriptions, and received relief. I afterwards demanded of hint, whence that came; he 
told me it was brought from a wood juft out of the count’s dominions. And doubtlefs 
there are many other excellent products in thele parts, which for want of being fuffici- 
ently known, lofe their efteem. 

I fhould have told you before, that within the dominions of Sogno, there are many 
excellent lemons; and wherewith one particular ifland fb abounds, that there are no 
other trees to be found in it except here and there an orange-tree. In the way to 
Singa you meet with vaft woods of orange-trees, which go by the name of Portugal, 
but rather deferve that of China, for their thin rinds and lufcious pulps. 

As to birds, this country has two forts like ours, which are fparrows and turtles; 
the firft of which, in time of rain, change their colour to red, though they afterwards 
return to what they were of before, which is ufual with other forts of fowl. Here are 
alio eagles, but to fay the truth, not fo large as I have feen eifewhere. I have more¬ 
over obferved divers kinds of parrots here, which were very difterent from thofe of 
Brazil. The crows of this country are white upon their breafts, and on the top of 
their wings, but black every-where elfe like ours of Europe. 

Pelicans are often to be met with as you travel to Signa; they are all over black, 
except on their breafts, which nature has adorned with a kind of fteih-colour like to 
that of the neck of a turkey. Whether this be the true pelican or not, which naturalifts 
fay feeds her young with her own blood, and at the expence of her life, l fhall not 
undertake to determine. 

Father Francis da Patna, my companion into thefe parts, through his long experience 
has informed me, that whilft he was on a journey to Singa, he obferved certain large 
white birds, with long beaks, necks, and 'feet, which, whenever they heard the leaft 
found of an inftrument, began immediately to dance and leap about in the rivers where 
they always refided, and whereof they were great lovers; this, he faid, he took great 
pleafure to contemplate, and continued often for fome time upon the banks of the rivers 
to obferve. 

There is another fort of birds fo exceedingly white and fine, efpecially in their tails, 
that the white ladies buy them up at any rate to adorn themfelves with. There are 
divers other kinds of birds and fowl, which for brevity fake I omit fpeaking of. 

Concerning thefe and other birds building their nefts, I obferved that fparrows, and 
fuch-like little birds, built them after the form of our fvvallows nefts. The materials 
they make ufe of, are for the moft part the thread of palm-leaves, which they draw 
out thence with their beaks, and afterwards carry to the place where they defign to 
build. The manner of their building is round a flender bough, whereby when the 
wind blows, their young are rocked about in their nefts, like children in their cradles. 

The greater fort of birds build, either on the top, in the trunk, or on the thorny 
boughs of the tree called Mafuma. The prickles ot this tree are exceedingly hard, 
and its fruit fomething refembles a green citron : and which when opened throws forth 
a wonderful fine wool (no filk finer, fofter, nor cooler), whereof are commonly made 
pillows and bolfters for fick people. 

Of wild hens I have fpoken in another place, and here I again affirm, that they are 
in this country much better tailed, and more beautiful than the tame ones. The fame 
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I have to fay of the partridges, which are much like to ours, but neither of which are 
any ways valued by the natives, and therefore they feldoin or never look after them. 

But among all the winged inhabitants of this climate, none pleafed me fo much as 
that little bird defcribed by Father Cavazzi in his Hiftorical Deicriptions, b. i. p. 50 . 
no. 153 . This bird, not much unlike a fparrow, at firft fight feems wholly black, 
but upon a nearer view may be difcovered to be of a kind of blue. As foon as 
day breaks, he fets up his notes and fings; but the excellency of his fong is, that 
it harmonioufly, and almoft articulately pronounces the name of Jefus Chrift; which 
repeated by many of them in concert, is a heavenly mufic worthy our fpecial obfer- 
vation, feeing thofe heathen nations excited to own the true God by irrational creatures. 
They are excited by the heavens forming a crofs of ftars under the zone, which many 
have defcribed, and I beheld; they are excited by the mountains, which have the 
crofs carved on them, as has been (aid, without knowing by whom ; they are excited 
by the earth, which draws the crucifix on its fruit called Nicefo, as we have obferved. 
In fine, thefe little angels excite them with their voices, yet all thefe things are of little 
force to move the hardened hearts of thofe Gentiles. 

It is a wonderful bird mentioned by our Father Coprani, in his Cambr. Illuft. whofe 
fong confifts of thefe plain words, Va Dritto ; that is, go right. Nor is there lefe to 
be admired in another bird in thefe parts, and particularly the kingdom of Matainba, 
which, as travellers are on their way, harmonioufly fings, “ Vuichi, Vuichi,” which in 
the language of the Blacks fignifies, honey, honey ; and flopping from one place to 
another, refts upon the tree where the honey is, that the paffengers may take it, and. 
the bird feed on what remains. But it fometimes falls out, that following the cry of 
the bird, the paffenger falls into the clutches of fome lion that lies hid, and fo meets 
his death inftead of honey; therefore when the bird cries, if he fees not the honey, 
they are aware of the hidden lion, and fly in time. 

Among the variety of numerous quadrupeds, the molt wonderful are the elephants, 
being, as it tv ere, living and moving mines of molt curious white ivory, whereof fo 
great a trade is made; but thefe being vulgarly known to all perfons, I will give no 
other account but only of the manner of killing them. 

When thefe beafls are gathered together in a herd, the hunter anointing himfelf all 
over with their dung, gets in flily with his lance in his hand among them; there does 
he creep about from one to the other, under their bellies, till he fees an opportunity 
to ftrike any of them under their ear, by which wound they are eafily to be brought 
to the ground. After the ftroke given, the hunter takes immediate care to efcape, 
before the beaft can well turn about to revenge himfelf; and the other beafts being 
deceived by the finell of their dung, take no notice of his crying out, and flouncing, 
fuppofing it to be only one of their young. By thefe means the reft of the herd 
walking on, and forfaking their falling companion, leave him a prey to the fucceisful 
hunter. If the wounded elephant happens to purfue his affaulter, he can eafily baffle 
him, by taking to many roads, for it is a very difficult thing for this beaft to turn his 
body fo often as fuch a dodging would require. The Negroes are wont to diftil a water 
by the fun from the bones of this animal’s legs, which is held to be good againft 
aft mas, fciaticas, or any cold humours. Some of the pagans of thefe parts, particu¬ 
larly the Giaghi, have a kind of devotion for the tail of this beaft ; for when any one 
of their captains or chief lords comes to die, they commonly preferve one of thefe tails 
in memory of him, and to which they pay a fort of adoration, out of an opinion they 
have of -its great ftrengfh. For the fake of cutting off thefe tails only, they often 
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away the flies, although feldom any come near him. Thofe of his followers who are 
employed in thefe offices, are commonly his greateft favourites or relations. While 
mafs is faying, at the reading- of the gofpel he has a lighted torch prefented to him, 
which having religion fly received, he gives to one of his pages to hold till the con- 
fummation be over, and when the gofpel is done, he has the mafs-bo ok _given him to 
kifs. On feftival-days he is twice incenfed with the cenfer, and at the end of the mafs 
he is to go to the altar to receive benediction from the pried, who laying his hands 
upon his head while he is kneeling, pronounces fome pious and devout ejaculations, 
Whilft the prieft that officiates goes out to put off his veftments, the count in like 
manner retires to his private orifons: afterwards he enters into the veftry to pay his 
refpecfs to the mifiioner, who receiving him courteoufly, accompanies him back as far 
as the door of the church. As foon as he is come out, he falls on his knees again, 
and the people all Handing round about him give themfelves feveral cuffs on the 
ear as a token of their fidelity, according to the cuftom of their country, and he makes 
them a fign with his fingers to fignify his fatisfaflion. At his coming out of the church 
on the principal feaft-days, he commonly practifes fome warlike exercife j and on 
thofe of lefs consideration either the captain-general performs that part for him, or elfe 
his courtiers entertain themfelves with dancing to the aforefaid mufical inftruments. 
On all the mofl folemn feafts mafs is fung by us and our interpreters to the glory and 
honour of God, after which the count’s guards which he brings along with him give a 
volley of mufquet-fliot, with drums beating, and other mafic. 

The captain-general and the governors, or Manis, have all their places feverall) 
affigned them in the church to prevent any difputes: the noblemen have carpets allowed 
them to kneel on, but no culhions, that honour being wholly referved for the countefs to 
fit on. The habits of the nobility and gentry are as follow:—The gentry have a kind of 
ftraw-garment on their fhoulders, which reaches down to their wades, curioufly wrought, 
with their arms coming out at two flits, and ends in two tafiels which hang down on 
their right fide. About their wades they have a cloth girt, which on one fide hangs 
down to the ground; on their heads, thofe alone who have that honour allowed them, 
wear a wrought filk cap neatly quilted. The noble women have a fort of draw-petticoat 
called Model lo, which reaches to their middle: from the Waid upwards to their breads 
they have a piece of cloth which they bring twice about them, and that which goes about 
a fecond time they wrap about their head like a veil in the church. Both men and 
women generally appear with long pipes in their mouths fmoking. The vulgar of both 
fexes have only a cloth about their loins, which reaches no farther than their knees. In 
the inland parts it fuffices that they cover only what modedy requires^ fhould be hid. 
Within doors they generally go dark naked, being accudomed fo to do in. regard to the 
excelfive heat that torments them for nine months together, not enjoying the lead frefco, 
only during the months of June, July and Auguff. 

The manner of their cultivating the earth in this country is fuch, that they make 
ufe neither of the plough nor fpade. When the clouds begin to afford the lead moif- 
ture, they are accudomed to prepare for the rain by gathering up the fcorched herbs 
and roots into heaps, and afterwards fetting them on fire upon the land : then as foon 
as the fil'd fliower is fallen, they proceed to turn up the ground with a flight hoe, called 
by them Lzegu, which is fixed to a handle about two fpans long: with this they cut 
into the earth with one hand, and with the other fcatter the feed, which they have al¬ 
ways ready in a bag by their fides. Now the bufmefs of manuring the ground belong¬ 
ing folely to the women in this country, they are almoft forced to carry their children 
upon their backs in fwathing-roils, thereby to prevent their being either infeded with. 
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or devoured by the great number of infers that come out of the earth upon this occa- 
fion; for at home they do not care to leave them, out of an extraordinary love and 
fondnefs they have for them. The fame they are wont to do when they carry any 
burden, for then they have a fort'of hammock which conies about one fhoulder, 
wherein they fecure their children from any danger either fleeping or waking, their feet 
coming round their mother’s wafte on either fide, 

Thefe people fow in March, and, if the heavens prove favourable m affording them 
rain, they may gather in their harvcft in June, The feed they fow is of various forts 
of pulfe, for the mofl part unknown to us; but thofe we are acquainted with, are In¬ 
dian wheat, and a kind of litde kidney-beans, called Ncafce* 

Atnongft many others they efteem, are the Mandois, which grow three or four to¬ 
gether like vetches, but under-ground, and are about the bignefs of an ordinary olive. 
From thefe milk is extracted, like to that drawn from almonds (in Italian Mandate), 
from whence, for aught I know, they had their name. There is another lort ot 
ground pulfe called Incumbe, which alfo grows under-ground, is like a mufquet-ball, and 
very wholefome and well-tailed. Amongft thefe, I and others have often found nut¬ 
megs, perhaps fallen from the trees, the ufe of which is altogether unknown to thefe 
people. There are fome wild ones found, which they call Neubanzanipuni. 

They alfo have a fort of roots called Bataras, which being roafted, tafte much like 
chcfnuts, Their Mandtoca is a root, which being bruifed as fniall as rice, is not made 
into bread, but is either eaten raw, or elfe foftened in broth. This plant calls no ieed, 
and, therefore, the "way to propagate it, is by breaking off a branch and burying it in 
the ground, where it will foon fpread and flouriih. 

This fort of food is more ufed by the Portuguefe than Blacks^ either becaufe they 
have a better way of planting thefe roots, or by reafon that they will I aft feveral years. 
There is another fort ufed mftead of bread, made with fodden roots, which is called 
Gnamn, and is very different from the foregoing, both in form and kind* 

The Ouuanda, a fort of pulfe not unlike rice, grows upon a fhmb, and will laft two 
or three years, and which, every fix months, propagates itfelf in great abundance. 

The pulfe Ncanza brought from Brazil, is exceedingly white, and holds great firaili- 
tude with the Indian beans, whence the Portuguefe give it the name of Brazil beans. 

Canguki, another fort of pulfe, is greatly efleemed by the Blacks, but little valued 
by us Europeans. Mampunni, or maize, is much like Indian wheat. 

Mafia Mamballa fiioots up in ftalks about the height of our wheat; to which it is not 
unlike both in ears and whitenefs: it yields a white flower, and is lefs offenfive to fome 
ftomachs than others. 

The feed of the herb Malfimgo greatly refembles that of our hemp. 

The plant Afely runs up as high as a halbert; its ears not unlike our millet; it gives 
the gripes or cholic to thofe that are not accuflomed to eat of it. ^ 

The Luuo may be preferved many years : its ear is triangular its grain like unto that 
of millet: its colour red, and its fubftance no way prejudicial to health. 

Of thofe plants that grow but little above-ground, the moil jn efteem is the Ananas 5 
its leaves are like thofe of aloes, and its fruit greatly refembles pine-apples, and differs 
from them only in that thefe are yellow, and, when ripe, all pulp: oil the top of this 
fruit there grows a tuft of leaves, which being taken oft' and planted, produces a new 
plant. When this fruit is ripe, it exceeds the melon in lufcioufnefs ; but if you cut it 
green, it prefently dries up and confumes. 

Concerning fruit-trees, fetting afide the Nicefi, Bonane, and Mamai, which I have 
already defcribed when I fpoke of Brazil j here are not a few of other kinds, whereof 
1 the 
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the molt valued is that which bears the name of the Count. The fruit of this tree is 
not unlike the giant-pear, and has but an ordinary out-fide, though inwards it is as 
white as milk. Its feed is like to a bean, and its juice is fo exceedingly pleafant, that it 
is commonly given to fick people to recover their taftes. About the mountains of 
Congo I have feen feveral of thefe trees that grow wild. ^ The Cathiu fruit is much 
larger than an apple, and, when ripe, is plentifully beautified with yellow and crimion. 
From its core it throws out another fruit of a dulky-colour, which, being roafted 
in the fire, taftes like a chefnut; and is naturally hot, though the other be mild and 

^TheGuaiavas are a fruit not unlike pears : they have Ihort ftalks, are yellow with¬ 
out, and carnation within; and they would be more in requeft were their feeds, which 
flick clofe to the pulp, not quite fo hard. 

The Chichere are a fort of plums like to thofe the Italians call Cafcavelle, which 
being a little eager, are given to people in fevers. > _ 

The plant Colas affords various kinds of fruit; which being mclofed, as it were, in 
a crimfon purfe (its hulks), is much valued by the Portuguefe, infomuch that when¬ 
ever they meet any lady in the ftreet whom they defign to honour, they prefently offer 
her fome of thefe fruit; they fay that, chewing it, it makes water drink pleafant. 

Palm-trees here are of different kinds: thofe efteemed the mod, are fuch as produce 
both oil and wine. Thefe are to be feen thinly planted up and down in the fields. 
The oil they have is got from the fruit which grows in clufters, but fo clofe, that they 
feera to be all one piece. Thefe clufters are fo large, that a very ftrong man muft not 
pretend to carry above one or two of them. In the language of the country they have 
the name of Chachij, and their feeds or ftones, whereof they have a great number, are 
called Embe. Frdm thefe, which are like a date, being pounded imall with hot water, 
they extract an oilinefs, which they make ufe of as we do of our oil. 

At certain times of the year the natives afcend thefe palm-trees, by help of a hoop, to 
tap the wine: the manner of doing which is thus; wherever they perceive any flower 
blown, they prefently whip it off with a knife, and thruft the ftalk into a very large 
calabalh called Capaiio, which they cover and fatten to the tree. When this is done 
they leave it, and in a fliort time have their bottle full of liquor as white as whey. This 
they let Hand to purge itfelf for about a day after they had taken it down, which it will 
always do to that degree, that its fermentation feems rather to be raffed by a good fire, 
than any natural heat. When this is over, they rack it off the lee, and there remains a 
perfect tafte of wine, called by them Melaffo, which often makes the Blacks drunk. 
They are obliged to drink it foon after, for in three days time it will turn to vinegar, 
and in four coagulate and ftink. The nature of this tree is principally hot, though it 
produces oil as well as wine, which is naturally cold, and every body knows will con¬ 
geal like butter. 

There is another fort of wine called Embetta, of a colder nature, drawn much after 
the lame manner from another fort of paltn-tree j but this tree generally yields a 
greater quantity, and is planted on the fide of a river, and no where elfe. The tree is 
called Matome. 

In thofe countries where thefe palm-trees that produce wine do not grow, the people 
have artificial ways of procuring it. For this end they let Indian wheat foak in water 
for fome time, in like manner as we do wheat to make ftarch of. This they afterwards 
take out, and having well beaten and preffed it, they put the liquor into a pot, whence 
it is after a while drawn off into another, and then they drink it with a great deal of 
pleafure. This liquor they call by the name of Guallo. 
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There is another kind of palm called Tamgra, which bears a fruit like olives: butthefe 
having little or no tafte, generally fall to the lhare of the apes arid monkeys. Another 
fort there is, whofe fruit are long firings of little balls extremely hard; which neverthe- 
lefs, after they are pounded and mixed with the powder of the Engalla, or wild boars 
teeth, compofe a wonderful cordial. Thefe trees are called Mateba. 

That palm which is very like the Matonie, if it be not the fame, affords a fort of 
thread from its leaves, whereof the natives weave cloth. Its final left branches being 
both finooth and pliant, ferve to make travelling nets of, and which the better fort of 
Blacks, but efpecially we Whites, ufe for that purpofe. Of the greater branches, both 
they and we commonly build our houfes. 

The fruit of the tree called Mabocche is not unlike our oranges; they are exceedingly 
round, and have very tough rinds. Within they have feveral feeds like unto thofe 
in pomegranates, but placed more confufedly : the tafte of them is fo very pleafant 
and delightful, being fomewhat inclined to the fharp, that they are commonly given to 
perfons that lie fick of fevers to redlify and refrelh their palates. Of thefe there are 
two forts, the greater and the lefier $ but by how much the latter muft yield in bulk, 
by fo much it for the molt part gains in perfeftion. 

The Donno tree has its bark only to boaft of, being in virtue and fragrancy not much 
unlike to our cinnamon. Although this country has not the plant garlic itfelf, yet has 
it neverthelefs a tree, whofe wood not only finells like it, but has its tafte alfo, and 
moreover is commonly made ufe of after the fame manner. 

The Aliconde is a tree immeafurably great} within the cavity of whofe trunk, it 
being generally hollow at the bottom, hogs are commonly kept from the fun. The 
fruit of it is very like to our pumpions, with a ftalk about the bignefs of a man’s finger, 
and in length near two or three foot. The ufe of the fhells of thefe fruit is commonly 
either for velfels or bottles. The inner rind of this tree being well foaked and beaten, 
yields a fort of matter to lpin, much more durable and finer than our hemp, and which 
is made ufe of here for that purpofe. Cotton here is to be gathered in great abun¬ 
dance, and the ffirubs it grows on are fo prolific, that they never almoft leave 
fprouting. 

Having thus fpoken of divers plants and fruit-trees of the leaft note, I will proceed 
to deferibe others of both kinds, that have phyfical virtues aferibed to them. 

Amongft thefe the tree Angariaria has the firft place; either the wood or root of this 
tree is laid to be good to drive away any pains in the fide, occafioned by the ftone, gra¬ 
vel, or the like ; but however the moll efficacious part of it is its fruit, which is not 
unlike to our acorn. Hence it comes to pafs, that no difeafe of this kind was ever 
known to have continued long in thefe parts. 

Another tree of medicinal virtue is the Chifecco, any part of which being reduced 
to powder, and mixed with water, is good againft fevers ; and being applied either to 
the forehead or temples of the fick perfon, infallibly prevents his fainting. 

The Chicongo, a tree likewife, has a purgative power attributed to it. 

What is moll furprifmg, is the nature of the tree Mignamigna, which produces poi- 
fon in one part, and its antidote in another; if any perfon be poifoned either by the 
wood or fruit, then the leaves ferve to cure him; and if he be poifoned by the leaves 
of them, then he muft have recourfe either to the fruit or wood: the fruit of this tree 
is like a little lemon. ' 

Our old lay-brother Leonard, whom I have had often occafion to mention in this 
relation, and who had lived in this country many and many years, told me he had feen 
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three plants of S to rax, Gum-benjamin, and Caffia; but that neither of them were held 
in any elteem by the Blacks. 

As to pepper, what I have to fay is only this; being one day grievoufly tormented 
with wind, 1 nlked a noble Negro, if he could help me to a remedy, he anfwered, 
iC Yes,” and immediately fetched me fome pepper. I took it according to his pre¬ 
scriptions, and received relief. I afterwards demanded of him, whence that came; he 
told me it was brought from a wood juft out of the count’s dominions. And doubtlefs 
there are many other excellent products in thefe parts, which for want of being fuftici- 
entlv known, lofe their efteein. 

I fhould have told you before, that within the dominions ot Sogno, there are many 
excellent lemons ; and wherewith one particular ifland fo abounds, that there are no 
other trees to be found in it except here and there an orange-tree. In the way to 
Singa yon meet with vaft woods of orange-trees, which go by the name of Portugal, 
but"rather deferve that of China, for their thin rinds and lufcious pulps. 

As to birds, this country has two forts like ours, which are Iparrows and turtles; 
the fir ft of which, in time of rain, change their colour to red, though they afterwards 
return to what they were of before, which is ulual with other forts of fowl. Here are 
alfo eagles, but to fay the truth, not fo large as I have feen elfewhere. I have more¬ 
over obferved divers " kinds of parrots here, which were very different from thofe of 
Brazil. The crows of this country are white upon their breafts, and on the top of 
their wings, but black every-where elie like ours of Europe. 

Pelicans are often to be met with as you travel to Signa; they are all over black, 
except on their breafts, which nature has adorned with a kind of flefh-colour like to 
that of the neck of a turkey. "Whether this be the true pelican or not, which naturalifts 
fay feeds her young with her own blood, and at the expence of her life, 1 fliall not 
undertake to determine. 

Father Francis da Pavia, my companion into thefe parts, through his long experience 
has informed me, that whilft he was on a journey to Singa, he obferved certain large 
white birds, with long beaks, necks, and ‘feet, which, whenever they heard the leaft 
found of an inftrument, began immediately to dance and leap about in the rivers where 
they always refided, and whereof they were great lovers j this, he faid, he took great 
pleafure to contemplate, and continued often for fome time upoii the banks of the rivers 

to obferve. . . 

There is another fort of birds fo exceedingly white and fine, efpecially in their tans, 
that the white ladies buy them up at any rate to adorn themfelves with. There are 
divers other kinds of birds and fowl, which for brevity fake I omit fpeaking of. 

Concerning thefe and other birds building their nefts, I obferved that fparrows, and 
fuch-like little birds, built them after the form of our fwallows nefts. The materials 
they make ufe of, are for the moll part the thread of palm-leaves, which they draw 
out thence with their beaks, and afterwards carry to the place where they defigu to 
build. The manner of their building is round a flender bough, whereby when the 
wind blows, their young are rocked about in their nefts, like children in their cradles. 

The greater fort of birds build, either on the top, in the trunk, or on the thorny 
boughs of the tree called Mafuma. The prickles ol this tree are exceedingly hard, 
and its fruit fomething refeinbles a green citron : and which when opened throw's forth 
a wonderful fine wool (no filk finer, fofter, nor cooler), whereof are commonly made 
pillows and bolfters for lick people. 

Of wild hens 1 have fpoken in another place, and here I again affirm, that they are 
in this country much better tailed, and more beautiful than the tame ones. The lame 
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I have to fay of the partridges, which are much like to ours, but neither of which are 
any ways valued by the natives, and therefore they feldom or never look after them. 

But among all the winged inhabitants of this climate, none pleafed me fo much as 
that little bird defcribed by Father Cavazzi in his Hiftorical Defcriptions, b. i. p. 50. 
no. 153. This bird, not much unlike a fparrow, at firft light feems wholly black, 
but upon a nearer view may be difcovered to be of a kind of blue. As foon as 
day breaks, he fets up his notes and fings; but the excellency of his fong is, that 
it harmonioully, and almofl articulately pronounces the name of Jefus Chrift; which 
repeated by many of them in concert, is a heavenly mufic worthy our fpecial obfer- 
vation, feeing thofe heathen nations excited to own the true God by irrational creatures. 
They are excited by the heavens forming a crols of liars under the zone, which many 
have defcribed, and I beheld; they are excited by the mountains, which have the 
crofs carved on them, as has been faid, without knowing by whom ; they are excited 
by the earth, which draws the crucifix on its fruit called Nicefo, as we have obferved. 
In fine, thefe little angels excite them with their voices, yet all thefe things are of little 
force to move the hardened hearts of thofe Gentiles, 

It is a wonderful bird mentioned by our Father Coprani, in his Cambr. Hindi, whofe 
fong confifts of thefe plain words, Va Dritto ; that is, go right. Nor is there lefs to 
be admired in another bird in thefe parts, and particularly the kingdom of Matamba, 
which, as travellers are on their way, harmonioully fings, “ Vuichi, Vuichi,” which in 
the language of the Blacks fignifies, honey, honey; and flopping" from one place to 
another, relis upon the tree where the honey is, that the paffengers may take it, and 
the bird feed on what remains. But it fometimes falls out, that following the cry of 
the bird, the paffenger falls into the clutches of fome lion that lies hid, and fo meets 
his death inftead of honey; therefore w hen the bird cries, if he fees not the honey, 
they are aware of the hidden lion, and fly in time. 

Among the variety of numerous quadrupeds, the molt wonderful are the elephants, 
being, as it were, living and moving mines of moll curious white ivory, whereof fo 
great a trade is made; but thefe being vulgarly known to all perfons, I will give no 
other account but only of the manner of killing them. 

When thefe bealls are gathered together in a herd, the hunter anointing himfelf all 
over with their dung, gets in flily with his lance in his hand among them; there does 
he creep about from one to the other, under their bellies, till he fees an opportunity 
to ftrike any of them under their ear, by which wound they are eafily to be brought 
to the ground. After the llroke given, the hunter takes immediate care to efcape, 
before the bead can well turn about to revenge himfelf; and the other bealls being 
deceived by the finell of their dung, take no notice of his crying out, and flouncing, 
fuppofmg it to be only one of their young. By thefe means the reft of the herd 
walking on, and forfaking their falling companion, leave him a prey to the fuccefsful 
hunter. If the wounded elephant happens to purfue his alfaulter, he can eafily baffle 
him, by taking to many roads, for it is a very difficult thing for this beaft to turn his 
body fo often as fuch a dodging would require. The Negroes are wont to diftil a water 
by the fun from the bones of this animal’s legs, which is held to be good againft 
altmas, fciaticas, or any cold humours. Some of the pagans of thefe parts, particu¬ 
larly the Giaghi, have a kind of devotion for the tail of this beaft ; for when any one 
of their captains or chief lords comes to die, they commonly preferve one of thefe tails 
in memory of him, and to which they pay a fort of adoration, out of an opinion they 
have of-its great ftrength. ’ For the fake of cutting off thefe tails only, they often 
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undertake this hunting; but which amputation muft be performed at one blow, and 
from a living elephant, or their fuperftition will allow it no virtue. 

In this country of Sogno there are no lions, tigers, nor wolves to be met with, which 
neverthelefs other parts of this fide of Africa are not exempt from. When any of tbefe 
beafts, efpecially tigers, happen to enter the count’s dominions, he that firft difcovers 
them is obliged to go immediately to a governor, or Mani, and acquaint him therew itn ; 
whereupon an alarm is prefently beat to raife the country, and the people being fo raffed, 
forthwith apply all their endeavours, whether by Ihouts, drums, or inftruments 
of war, to force the beaft into the open field. Alter they have got him there, they 
fingle out one among them to affault him; which the perfon pitched upon perforins 
with a (harp long knife in one hand, and a flight manageable fliield in the other. As 
often as the beaft leaps at him, the combatant receives his attempts on his fliield, till at 
laft, taking his opportunity, he whips off one or more of his legs with his knife, whereby 
the beaft being difabled, eafily becomes a viaim to the conqueror’s fury. The Royal 
Lions, fo called for their generofity, carry themlelves with majefty, and do not hurt 
unlefs provoked by fome accident. 

In Sogno there are a fort of wild dogs, who going out to hunt in great numbers, 
whenever they met with any lion, tiger, or elephant in their way, let upon him with that 
fury, that they commonly bring him to the ground, though they Iofe never fo many of 
their company by the attempt. Thefe dogs, notwithftanding their wildnefs, do_little or 
no damage to the inhabitants. They are red-haired, have fmall flender bodies, and 
their tails turn up upon their backs like a greyhound’s. 

The wolves that fometimes infeft thefe parts are fo very fuhtle, that they will fcratch 
through the walls of the houfes built here with palm leaves, on purpofe to come at the 
people’, whom having found, they immediately devour or tear to pieces. A certain 
woman once happening to go a little further from her houfe than ordinary, left her 
child within afleep: whilft flie was gone, a wolf broke in, and lay down clofe by the 
child that was afleep: The mother coming foon after, went in to feed her child, and 
fpied the wolf, who feeing himfelf difcovered, immediately fled. 

At fome huntings there have been taken in this country both wild men and women: 
which to confirm. Father Leonard once told me, that before my coming thither there 
had been one of that kind prefented to a friar of our order, which was again bellowed 
by him on the Portuguefe governor of Loanda. 

Monkeys there are here of divers kinds, fuch as the baboons, which are the largeft 
fort; another kind party-coloured, as big as a cat; and a third fort leaft of all, which 
neverthelefs, like the others, have all tails longer than their bodies. 

Here are likewife great numbers of wild goats, and many wild boars are to be found 
in the woods. The tame goats of this country are fo exceedingly fertile, that they will 
bring forth three or four young ones at once. 

The Iheep here do not produce wool, but hair; neither are the rams furmlhed with 
horns as with us, nor are the ewes fo fruitful as the goats before-named. Goats-flelhis 
in much greater efteem in thefe parts than mutton, and therefore the natives chuie 
rather to geld their young goats than their lambs. 

Serpents are not in the leaft wanting here: thofe feen by me of greateft note were the 
Copras, a fort of ferpents whofe poifon is in their foam, which though at a great diftance 
they fpit into the eyes, and caufe fuch grievous pains, that unlefs there be fome woman 
by at the fame time, to ail u age the pains with her milk, the party will become imme¬ 
diately blind. Thefe climb about in the houfes and trees night and day. 

There 
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There is another fort of ferpents, as I have been told, in this country which as foon 
as they are mol eft ed by any traveller, will leap upon him, and twining themfelves round 
about his body, fix a lharp tting they have in their tails into his breaft, whereby he foon 
burfts and expires. The name of this ferpent is Embambe, and the way the natives 
have to cure themfelves of liis wound, and lave their lives, is by cutting him in two 
with a knife, which they carry about them for that purpofe, as foon as ever he has en¬ 
tered his lting. 

But trom hence let us proceed to give an account of more memorable matters. In 
the fecond year of my million 1 was forced to do my duty for fome time alone, by rea- 
fon that our fuperior being dead, my companion. Father Jofeph, was advanced to that 
dignity, and was gone to refide in the kingdom of Angola. At the fame time the Molt 
Reverend Cardinal Cibo writ us a letter in the name of the facred college, complaining 
that the pernicious and abominable abufe of felling flaves was yet continued among us, 
and requiring us to ufe our power to remedy the faid abufe; which, notwithftanding, we 
faw little hopes of accomplifhing, by reafon that the trade of this country lay wholly in 
Haves and ivory. Neverthelefs, meeting together not long after, we joined our addreffes 
to the Ring of Congo, and count of Sogno, and obtained the favour from them, that 
the heretics at lealt fliould be excluded from dealing in this merchandize; and that efpe- 
cially the Englifh, who made it their chief bufinefs to buy flaves here, and to carry 
them to Barbadoes, an ifland of theirs in the Well Indies, where they were to be 
brought up in the Proteftant religion, fo very contrary to ours. This letter was firft 
read by me to the count, and afterwards on a feaft-day I made the contents of it known 
to the people, earneftly recommending to them to have a compaflionate regard to fo 
many miferable creatures, their countrymen, that were daily foffered to come under 
the power of heretics, that would not only enflave them, but likewife pervert the good 
principles we had inftilled into them. I moreover urged, that if there were a neceflity 
for a trade of this kind, they Ihould fooner have to do with the Hollanders, who were 
obliged to deliver fo many flaves at Cadiz every year, whereby their countrymen might 
have ftill the happinefs of continuing among Catholics, though in bonds. 

I propofed likewife for them to trade in this nature with the Portuguefe, rather than 
the Hollanders; which they would not hearken unto for feveral reafons. 

Firft, Becaufe they would by no means have that nation eftablifh themfelves in their 
country. Secondly, By reafon that they would give them no opportunity to fell their 
arms and ammunition ainongft them: and Thirdly, Becaufe they always under-valued 
the flaves, and never offered fo much as they were worth. 

Thefe, with fome others, have been the reafons that the Portuguefe have never yet 
been able to get any footing in Sogno. 

A year almoft paft before there was any Ihip appeared in this country; at laft an 
Englilh veffel came to anchor there. This I immediately advifed the count of, requiring 
at the fame rime, that if flie were really Englilh, fhe Ihould not be fuffered ro land any 
perfon whatfoever. The count’s anfwer was, that I fliould be obeyed : but which I ob- 
ferved to be fpoke by him with fuch coldnefs, that I could eafily clifcover in him a con¬ 
trary intention ; and which I was the more confirmed in, when I reflected upon the pro¬ 
fit he was to make, both by the buyer and the feller. All this while the captain of the 
Ihip pretended that he would tarry only three days to take in frelh provifions j which 
being paft, he fcarcely Ihewed the leaft fign of l eing gone. While he was yet in the 
river, I happened to go down to the fliore to fpeak with the Mafucca, or Receiver of the 
Whites. Being but juft entered his houfe, 1 faw two Englilhmen, who I thought had 
been no nearer than their ufual ftation; they feeing me, drew in, and I turned my back 
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to go out again: but fcarce had I reached the threlhold, before I heard a brace of piftol- 
bullets whiz by my ear. At this being aftoniflied, I looked about, but faw nobody. 
Then 1 fell on ray knees, returned thanks to heaven for my efcape; and afterwards 
went in again boldly to make my complaint to the mailer of the houfe of the villainy, 
which I fuppofe was defigned me by thefe Engtilhmcn: but to my great difappointment 
he returned me neither a compliment nor a rel’entment. 

The day following the before-mentioned captain came to me, but that rather to affront 
than confer with me ; demanding of me at firft fight, “ What I had to do to oppofe the 
Engliih trading in that port ?” To which I replied, “ That purfuant to an agreement 
between me and the count, all heretics were to be excluded from dealing in Haves 
throughout the dominions of Sogno, but as to all other matters of tvaffick they were at 
liberty.” “ What do you mean by heretics ?” quoth he. “ Is not cur Duke of York a 
Roman Catholic, and chief of our company, from whom I have a full power to trade, 
where, and in what merchandize I pleafe ?” u Granted,” faid I; but then I alledged 
further, “ That I was fure it was not the intention of that Duke, jthat Chriftians Ihould 
be bought and fold for Haves, nor that fuch as he (meaning the captain) Ihould be al¬ 
lowed not only to trade, but likewife to rob and infell the fliores wherever they came, 
in like manner as another Engliih captain had done there lafl year; who, as foon as he 
had taken in all his lading, fell to wafting the country, and forced away ieveral of the 
natives into flavery, and killed many others that he could not get away. This (1 told 
him) I would affuredly acquaint the Duchefs of York, my country-woman, with, that 
the Duke her hulband’s reputation might not fuffer, and fuch offenders might be pu~ 
ni.flied as they well deferved.” To this the captain began to reply with great heat, de¬ 
fending both himfelf and his countryman, the other captain, thinking to overcome 
reafon with noife; and if fome people had not come in to my affiftance, I know 
not what might have come on it. I afterwards fent to let the count know, that I Ihould 
not open the church-doors till thofe heretics, that were enemies both to our church 
and him, were gone. This meffage foon brought the count to our convent, where, 
when he entered to fpeak with me, there came in with him only one man, who 
had a long knife in his hand drawn about four inches out of the Iheath : this 
knife, as he knelt on the ground, he held with one hand on the haft, and the other 
on the Iheath. For the better underftanding of this, you mull know that whenever 
the count comes to fpeak with us, nobody has leave to enter the room with him 
but the interpreter: and when any extraordinary cafe requires another's coming in, 
he mull kneel all the while, in like manner as the interpreter is obliged to do. 
The count began with me very low, endeavouring to convince me, thar, confidering the 
many enemies that furrounded him on all fides, he ought to provide himfelf of arms and 
ammunition of war, and which he could bell do from the European Ihips that came to 
trade in his dominions. This and the like he urged with a great deal of cunning, but at 
length perceiving by my anfwers that he gained but little upon me, he began to gather up 
his countenance, and to move his lips quick in order to thunder out fome dreadful 
menaces againft me; but which I timely perceiving, ftarted up upon my feet, and pre¬ 
vented his fury with the following words: “ The reafon,” faid 1 to him refolutely, “ of my 
coming into your dominions, was for the fervice of God, and the lalvation of your fouls j 
and in order to that duty incumbent on me, I cannot difpenfe with the hazarding even 
of my life, in withdrawing fo many poor fouls from out of the power of Lucifer,” 
(meaning the Haves to be bought by heretics,) “ which neverthelefs you feem by your 
arguments to give wholly up to him. Think then, my lord count,” continued I, “ on 
your own cafe in fo palpable an a£t of difobedience; for as for my part, I lhall always 
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endeavour to perfift in my duty/* Having fpoke thefe words, I immediately offered to 
go out of the room, but the repenting count catching me fall hold by the arm, and 
changing his countenance almoft from black to yellow, would by no means fuffer me fo 
to do, crying out, Hear my reafons firft, Father; hear my reafons before you go,” 
Then clapping himfelf down upon a bench, he fell into a long dilcourfe, but in which I 
often interrupting him, he at lstft flew away in a great paffion, muttering and mumbling 
to himfelf, 6t That he was the head of the church in his dominions, and that I without 
him could do nothing; no, not fo much as baptize a child/’ By thefe and other fuch 
like fpeeches of his, I could eafily perceive that he fided with the Enghfh, and I was tho¬ 
roughly convinced thereof afterwards, when he caufed proclamation to be made at three 
of the clock in the morning, to forbid all his fubjects throughout the whole Banza to go 
any more to our church; but this he neverthelefs did without laying any penalty on 
thofe that difobeyed him, and confequently his fubjefts being true fervants of God, took 
no manner of notice of his proceeding, but continued to come to church as before. 
Notwithftandlng their good difpofitions, I thought myfelf obliged to excommunicate the 
count by fixing a fchedule on the church-doors, and which I did by an authority fent 
me from the bifhop of Angola, Hence it followed that our flaves that belonged to the 
offices of the church, as likewife thofe that ferved in the convent, immediately forfook 
me, and that I fuppofe by infligation of their prince who had withdrawn them, to caufe 
me the fooner to comply, Whilft I yet continued firm in my refolutions, a Dutch {hip 
appeared in the harbour; loon after her arrival the count’s fecretary brought her cap¬ 
tain, according to cuftom, to me for my benediction, which neverthelefs the Englifh 
captain had negletted to afk; I gave it him, and by thofe means extinguifhed part of 
the fury inrtilled into the people’s breafts by the magicians and wizard againft me; for 
they had made it their bufmefs to make the people believe, that I purpofely oppofed the 
aforefaid contra&s with the Europeans, that their nation might be unprovided of arms 
and ammunition when their enemies the Portuguefe came againft them, and which they 
likewife affirmed I by fecret means encouraged. The anchoring this fhip in the harbour 
occafioned the fpeedv departure of the other; for in lefs than thirteen days after file 
hoifted fail and put to fea, carrying away with her about fourteen or fifteen of the 
natives of Sogno, befides near a hundred more which the captain faid had been fold him 
by the pagans. 

Finding an opportunity to acquaint my fuperior, in the kingdom of Angola, with 
thefe matters, I immediately fet about it, and difpatched away two letters, but which 
were both intercepted, by order from the count: this coming to my ears, I writ three 
more, one of which I confided to a faithful Black, promifmg him a considerable re¬ 
ward if he delivered it; the other two I fent publicly, which were intercepted, as 
before. About the fame time the count likewife writ a letter to the bifhop of Loanda, 
complaining, “ That I would neither adminifter the facraments, nor open the church;” 
and befides, w That I had condemned the wizards to death in an open congregation,” 
To this the faid bifhop, well knowing both the treachery and hypocrify of the Blacks, 
gave no anfwer; but however foon after fent my fuperior, accompanied with Father 
Benedict a Belvedere, to afiift me. Here mark the providence of God! Whilft the 
count continued in his obftinacy, a certain difeafe that reigned in the neighbouring 
parts, called in the Portuguefe Bexigas, but in ours the fmall-pox, had reached his 
dominions, and whereof great numbers died daily. The people being fenfible that 
this muft be fent as a judgment among them, gathered forthwith together, and ad- 
dreffed themfelves with great earneftnefs to die count, advifmg him, “ To ret raft and 
atone for the great error he had been guilty of, or, befides the juft judgment of God 
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both upon him and them, they would infallibly rife againft: him for redrefs.” r lo 
this the count anfwered, “ That it had never been his defires, that they fliould fuffer 
any ways upon his account; and that what he had forbid by his proclamation, was only 
to frighten the miffioner into obedience: but fince they were of opinion that what had 
befallen them was occafioned by this injunction, he was willing, if he might thereby 
confirm their fafety, to take it off.” Though he foon after was as good as his word, 
yet were the people not wholly fatisfxed, affirming, “ That they would not die like 
dogs, but like true Chriftians, as they had been bred, and therefore willed him to 
prefent himfelf before me, to alk forgivends for his crime, to the end that the church- 
doors might be again fet open to them.*' This he foon after accomplifhed, in the fol¬ 
lowing manner, but whether through fincerity or hypocrify 1 fhall not pretend to 
determine: — Having clothed all his courtiers in like manner as they were wont to be 
when they go to receive ambaffadors, he alone appeared in fackcloth, untliod, with a 
crown of thorns on his head, a crucifix in his hand, and a large cable rope about his 
neck: in this manner, coming to our convent, he proftrated himfelf humbly at the 
gate, befeeching me to pardon him his crime, and only excufing himfelf, that what 
he did was done raflily and without confidernion, but that he was now ready to make 
me all manner of fatisfaftion for his difobedience. He remembered me moreover of 
the prefuinption of David, and hoped, that like him having repented, he Should like- 
wife receive mercy. Having faid thus much, he gave his crucifix to one of his attendants 
to hold, and afterwards kneeled and kiffed my feet - hereupon 1 immediately raifed 
him from the ground, took off the crown of thorns from his head, and rope from his 
neck, and then repeated to him thofe words which I formerly uttered to another perfon 
on the like occafion, “ If you have finned like David, imitate him likewife in your 
repentance.” After this I waited upon him out as far as the ftreet, and then left him. 

He afterwards came a fecond time in the aforefaid manner to have his excommu- 
nica taken oft': but I told him, “ That I would willingly have complied with his 
defires, but that in about three days time my fuperior would come into thofe parts, 
and that it was more proper for him to abfolve lb great a perfon as he.” I farther told 
him, ** That as for his accomplices, I would undertake to give them abfolution,” which 
I foon after performed both to his and their fatisfa&ion. At laft the expe&ed Father 
arrived, and 1 having acquainted him with what had been already done, he after a 
delay of a few days gave the penitent count abfolution. Having received this great 
favour and afiiftanee from the bifliop, I thought myfelf obliged to return him my moll 
humble thanks and acknowledgements, and withal to inform him of the caufe, manner, 
and time of my Ihutting up the church, as likewife with the reafons I had to threaten 
the wizards with the punifhment the count had writ to him about. 

The Dutch all this while followed their trade clofe. A certain captain among them 
called Cornelius Clas, having acquired a reputation with the natives by his fubtilties, 
went about fowing his heretical tares amidft the true com of the gofpel. Amongft 
other (damnable) doftrines, he maintained, that baptifm was alone neceffary to fatva. 
tion, becaufe it took away original fin, as the blood of our Saviour did adtual fin. 
The better to comply with the Blacks, whom he knew to be defirous of greater liberty 
in thofe matters, he affirmed, there was need of no other facrament than that of bap¬ 
tifm ; and that if they had a mind to communicate, they fhould do it, but that con- 
feffion was not neceffary, being only to be underliood figuratively. And he farther 
(impudently) difowned the real prelence of Chrift in the confecrated hoft. To pro* 
cure himfelf with the greater credit, he often invoked the faints to his affiftance, and 
especially St. Anthony, though his tribe generally deny the praying to faints to be of. 
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any ufe to ns. He afterwards repeated feveral expreffions here and there out of our 
fermons in Lent, and then proceeded to ridicule them after the following manner : — 
“ O l” cried he, “ your father’s an able preacher and a great fcholar, he hits the nail 
on the head, and talks to the purpofe; but if he would improve you thoroughly, he 
ought to advance fuch and fuch do&rines” (which by the way were moll pernicioufly 
heretical). Thus he run on for above an hour together, exploding our opinions and 
recommending his own, till he had at lalt fo far prevailed upon thofe miferable Negroes, 
that their hearts were become as black as their countenances. Although this perfon’s 
principles and defigns came at length to be known, yet were the moll ignorant never- 
thelefs affected with his arguments and perfuafions; but notwithftand'mg thcfe mifchiefs 
came not to our knowledge till after the departure of their author. 

Let us now come to other matters not unlike the foregoing. In the fifth year of 
my million another Englilh Ihip happened to come to an anchor in the river: as foon 
as I perceived it, I went to the count and faid, “ Behold, my lord, another Englilh 
lhip appears in the harbour!” and at the fame time begged of him not to permit any 
of the men to land, for fear of the like inconveniences that had before happened: he 
feemed to comply readily with my defires, and promifed that none fhould$ neverthe- 
lefs felf-interell blinding him again, he received the accultomed prefents, and fuffered 
them to trade again within his dominions, which we would by no means agree to. 
The captain came with his cominillion to our convent, and endeavoured to find me 
out, but could not. In the mean-time, without any further delay, we pubiifiied a 
manifello, that upon pain of excommunication none Ihould prefume to fell any Haves 
to the Englilh; but as to bartering ivory, ebony, or the like with them, they might 
freely do it. The captain hereupon could get but five negroes, and diofe he bought 
before the manifello was publilhed. He came a fecond time to my apartment accom¬ 
panied by a Dutch captain, and with a great deal of fubmillion faid to me, “ Father, 
what realbn have I given you to deny me, ! fo much to my difadvantage, a free trade in 
this port, when I have fuffered fo many hardlhips, and undergone fo great peril in 
my voyage hither ?” To which I courteoufly anfwered, “ That I would do any thing 
that lay in my power to ferve any Chriltian, and him in particular, who appeared to 
be fo very civil, but that in this matter I could do nothing without an order from my 
fuperior.” I told him further, “ That though I was againll his trading alhore, as 
being an Englifliman, and confequently a heretic, I could not prevent his doing it by 
Tea, and therefore if he could find any to traffic with him he might freely do it 
“ That is what I would rather have,” replied the captain, “ for thereby I may trade 
cullom-free. Now I perceive,” continued he, “ that thefe brutes,” meaning the 
Negroes, “ have always their hands open to receive prefents, but when there is any 
favour to be returned, they immediately ffirug up their lhoulders and excufe them- 
felves, pretending the miifioners will not let them grant it. But why,” added he, 
“ did they not explain themfelves at firlt, that I might have faved my prefent, and 
failed about my bufinefs elfewhere ? It lhall go hard, but I will make them know' whom 
they have to deal with.” Then turning to me, he faid, u Well, Father, I cannot but 
thank you heartily for acquainting me with the truth, and let them reltore to me what 
I gave them, and I will be gone. But firft,” quoth he, “ give me leave to prefent 
Your Reverence with a barrel of wheat-flour to make your Iiolls of, a ftnall veflel 
of Aqua-vitas, and fomething elfe that may lie within the verge of my capacity.” I 
returned him a thoufand thanks for his kind proffers, and told him, that though l had 
occafion for the wheat-flour I would by no means accept it of him, and afterwards 
having forced a balket of fruit upon him difmified him. The count having difpofed of 
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the prefent that was given him, could by no means reftore it, and befides durft not 
for fear of excommunication provide him the Haves he had promifed. This fo vexed 
the captain, that taking only along with him two Saves, and a little ivory he had got 
before, he left his houfe in the night-time, and went immediately aboard his lhip; 
his landlord foon miffing him got up betimes, and went after him for his rent, but 
the captain having caufed three Patereroes to be turned againft the Negro’s boat, 
dared him fo come near him after the following manner: “ Come hither. Have,” 
quoth he, “ and I will pay you in a certain coin that you very well defer ve.” After 
which, bellowing a great many curfes on him, he fet fail and departed. The count 
was again excommunicated for his difobedience, but not by a paper fixed up at the 
church-doors formally, which he took with much patience. Though a Black, he is an 
abfolute prince, and not unworthy of a crown, though he were in Italy, confidering 
the number of his fubjefts, and large dominions. 

Before the Engliffiman had weighed anchor to be gone, another Dutch lhip came 
into the river, which my companion Father Benedict da Belvedere perceiving, imme¬ 
diately oppofed the landing of any of her men; his reafon was that they were heretics, 
in like manner as the Engliffi, and which he confirmed by the herefies the above-men¬ 
tioned Dutch captain had not long before fpread amongft us. I could not well diffent 
from this opinion of his, neverthelefs for quietnefs-fake I told him, that fince we had 
fo luckily got rid of the Engliffi, we mull of neceffity admit of the Dutch, or the peo¬ 
ple would be apt to rebel; for not caring to trade with the Portuguefe for fome 
reafons bell known to themfelves, they would have noboby elfe to utter their com¬ 
modities to, which would prove no fmall detriment both to the church and the Hate. 
He underftood me I don’t queftion, but notwithHanding took little or no notice of what 
I faid, being tranfported with too great a zeal for the church’s good, which, had it not 
been fo exceffive, might have fucceeded better than it did. 

On Eafter-Day there was a great feaft held throughout the count’s dominions, when 
the eleftors and governors were obliged to come to court to wiffi their lord a happy 
Eafter, according to cuftom. He that voluntarily abfented himfelf was looked upon 
as a rebel, and thofe that came were treated at the count’s charge; the electors and 
governors dividing the provifions amongft their followers. My aforefaid companion 
hearing a confided found of inftruments, and many loud acclamations from the people 
gathered together in vaft numbers, made what hafte he could to them that he might 
prevent thofe feftivals, which he looked upon as not proper to be celebrated in a 
place where the count affifted, who then ftood excommunicated. For my part I 
could not well' fathom his intentions, for he only came to me and demanded my 
bleffing and leave to go out of the convent, which I could not refufe him. At his 
fir ft coming the chief eleftor came up to him to falute him, which he coldly received 
and returned; after a few compliments they came to complaints. My companion 
began to blame them for having fo courteoufly admitted of the Hollanders, as alfo for 
folemnifing of this feaft, which they ought not to prefume to have done as matters 
went. This fo exaggerated the eleftor, that he cried out with a great pafiion, “ What 
heretics! What Chriftians! What Catholics! Are we not all to be laved by baptifin 
alone ?” Father Benedict being out of patience at thefe words, and truly moved for 
the honour of Gfid’s fervice, though a little too exorbitantly, without any reply ftepped 
up to him, and gave him a found box on the ear by way of admonition. This affront 
the elector’s people fo greatly refented, that they immediately gathered about him to 
defend him, and thofe that were without the walls likewife made at the fame time 
an attempt to get into the place. The count, captain-general, and great-captain being 
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foon informed of what had happened, prefently interpofed to prevent the miffioner’s 
receiving any damage from the fury of the multitude, and afterwards conduced him 
fafe to our convent* The chief intent of this Father’s extraordinary zeal, was to make 
known to fo great a company of people got together, what danger their fouls were in 
by converging with heretics. 

For my part I judged a fpeedy reconciliation with the eleftor highly neceflary, and 
therefore feme few days after I fent for him to our convent 5 he came, and after 
having courteoufly received him, I defired him to recant fincerely what he had faid, 
and aft: Father Benedi&’s pardon, and I would abfolve him. To which he anfwered 
finding, 64 That would be pleafant indeed; I am the fufferer, and yet i muft be guilty; 
he was the aggreffor, and yet I muft beg pardon* Muft 1 receive a blow, and not* 
withftanding be thought to have offended ?” Then I replied, 44 That muft not be taken 
for an injury , which was not fo intended ; the blow was not to offend, but defend you, 
being as it were a remembrance not to hearken to the errors of heretics. Befides you 
ought to confider that it was given out of paternal affeclion by your lpintual Father, 
and whom it did not milbecome to give it* Moreover you know among us the bifhops 
do it in cafes of confirmation, and the perfon that receives it takes it rather for an 
honour than affront* You ought to confefs that you deferved correction for venting 
fo dangerous an opinion in the prefence of fo many true Catholics/* Being convinced 
by thefe reafons that he had been in the wrong, he confented to recant his error, 
which he did after mafs at the church-door, confeffing that what he had done was 
merely occafioned through paffion, and not out of any difobedience to the doftrine 
of the church, for which he had a fincere veneration- Afterwards begging pardon of the 
aforefaid Father, and killing his feet, he was again received into our communion. 
After all this he made his humble acknowledgments to the count, for having prefumed 
to incline his people to a rebellion within his dominions. 

To extirpate this herefy effectually out of the minds of the people, we took an 
occafion, after we had given abfolution to the elector and his followers, to preach a 
fermon to them to this purpofe: “ That whereas paradife was allowed by all to be a 
place of the greateft purity and brightnefs, fo ought to be the minds of thofewho 
are in election to be admitted inhabitants thereof* Lucifer the prince of light, for 
having fulfer^d himfelf to be contaminated with pride, occafioned his being thrown 
headlong into hell, together with his adherents. Can it feem poffible to you that fo 
pure and peaceful a place fhould admit of the haughty and unclean ? Some among you 
are like your own Maccacos, or monkeys amongft us, who keeping poffeffion of any thing 
they have ftolen, will fooner fuffer themfelves to be taken and killed than to let go their 
prey* So impure fwine wallow in their filth, and care not to be cleanfed. To remedy 
this, our Saviour inftituted the facrament of repentance, to the end that when man had 
finned, he might come and purify himfelf from his tranfgreflions/ 5 Thefe and many 
other fpiritual memorandums were given by us, proving at the fame time, that God 
being all goodnefs, could not poffibly be the occafion of any evil. We then demanded 
of them, 64 If they were not convinced that this was true by the light of their natural 
reafon ?” They all anfwered with a common content, “ That it was, and that they had 
been deceived by the heretical feducer, who had impofed doctrines upon them which 
were contrary to the word of God. We hope therefore that for the future thefe 
herefies will be totally extinguifhed, fince we have taken fo much pains to decry them 
both in the pulpit and elfewhere/* The fame night that the count had been made ac¬ 
quainted with his falling again under the fentence of excommunication, for having 
defigned to furnifli the Englifb with Haves, contrary to the manifefto pnblifhed by us, 
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his countefs Was feized with a fainting fit, occafioned either by her being with child 
or elfe through the dilguft flie had conceived at her hufband’s proceedings. Being 
thus ill, flie immediately difpatched her fon to me to defire me to come to her, who 
doubting whether I would comply or not, thought himfelf obliged to fwear, that his 
mother was at death’s door. Being moved by charity, I went accompanied by Father 
Stephen de Romano, who had fome fmall (kill in phyfic. By his means, and through 
God’s grace, fliefoon recovered, and was confeffed. This lady was, to give her her due, 
a very religious woman, and a great frequenter of the bleffed facrament; and befides, 
one that upon many occafions, when the count her hulband and we were at variance, 
would fend us divers refrefliments of oranges and lemons, and the like. The count 
having obferved at a diftance the civility and kindnefs we Ihewed to his wife, feemed 
to be mightily pleafed with it. Thinking to take him in this good humour, I went up 
to him, and defired him to excufe what I had ordered him to be made acquainted with, 
having been thereto obliged by the duty of my function, and was for that end come 
into his country, I likewife told him, that if he would needs follow his own inclinations, 
he mull be a pagan, and could not deferve the title of a Chriftian; and moreover 
informed him what a ftrift account I had to give not only to my fuperiors, but alfo to 
my own confidence, and therefore exhorted him to fubmit himfelf to the cenfures of the 
church, I defired him to remember likewife how I had expofed my life for his good, 
and that I could not but have a particular kindnefs for him, being my fpiritual pupil. 
This I fpoke to prevent his flying out into paflions and difdain, as he was wont to do 
upon occafions of reproof. 

From mid Lent to Whitfuntide the count had not been within the church-doors, except 
fometimes incognito; but generally flood at a diftance, whence he might fee the prieft 
at the altar, and where he heard mafs. On Afcenfion-eve he fent to beg of me for the 
love of God to abfolve him. I would have willingly complied with his requeft, but 
was prevented by Father Benedict, who alledged that it was by no means proper to take 
him again into our communion, till the Idol landers had weighed anchor, and were gone. 
On Whitfunday he fent a meffenger to me again, giving me to underftand, that his fub- 
jecls not feeing him appear in the church as formerly might probably rife in a tumult; 
to prevent which he propofed to agree to all I had required of him, provided I would 
abfolve him. My anfwer was, that he fhould appear next morning at the fecond mafs, 
drefl'ed in mourning like a penitent, and fhould moreover bring along with hipi all the 
electors, together with the two captains, the general, and great-captain. As I had com¬ 
manded, fo it was performed. Thofe others that ought to have been prefent, and could 
not come, were excufed upon fending proxies. Being all met, I addrefled myfelf to 
the count, and endeavoured to make him fenfible what damage he might do to fo many 
poor fouls as he was mafter of, by encouraging them to have commerce with heretics. 
1 remembered him alfo of the late affronts received from the Englifh, and indulged by 
him. Upon hearing this and a great deal more, which I do not think neceflary to 
repeat here, both the count and all the reft took an oath uponj the holy Mifl’al, that 
they would fooner lofe their lives than fuller any Englifh fliip to enter any of their ports 
again, which is obferved and performed even t<T this day. The penance I impofed upon 
the count was that he by his authority fhould oblige three hundred of thofe that lived 
in unlawful wedlock to marry. He gladly accepted the propofal, and afterwards entered 
the church with great pomp and univerfal joy, and never in the leaf! offended alter. 

The reconciled count not only performed what had been enjoined him, but brought 
over four hundred to the holy ftate of matrimony. Amongft the reft there was one 
Mani, who not only married himfelf, but alfo caufed two fons, and as many daughters 
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of his to do the like at the fame time. My companion Father Benedict obferving and 
wondering at the great care and diligence the count employed in reducing fo many 
ftrayed fouls to matrimony, cried out, “ As long as all is fecure here, I u'ill go on in 
my million, and try what I can do with others abroad, by urging thefe good examples 
to them.” As he hoped, fo it came to pafs; for in lefs than fix weeks he had canfed 
above fix hundred to marry. This was a very laborious work, and put him into a vio¬ 
lent fit of ficknefs two days journey from our houfe. As foon as I heard of his being 
ill, I fent for him home; but he would by no means comply with me, affirming, “ That 
a good foldier ought to die with his fword in his handand further, ** That if he loll 
that opportunity of recovering fo many poor fouls front perdition, he knew not when 
he might have the like again offered him.” His death not long after, together with my 
being fick, put a Hop to fo great and fo good a work but juft begun. 

It is neceffary here to inform you, that in the dominions of Sogno, thofe that are law¬ 
fully married live with all manner of love and amity together, and particularly the wo¬ 
men, who are conftant to their hufbands, whether Blacks or Whites, The many years 
that the Europeans have traded here, there has not been found one baftard among them, 
which are neverthelefs fo frequent to be met with in other countries. Thefe women 
have a particular averfion to heretics, as may be perceived by what follows. A Dutch 
captain walking one day in this country, and obferving a married woman taking a pipe 
of tobacco after the cuftom of the country, fent his Have to, her to defire her to let him 
have a whiff. The good woman hearing the mefl'age, took her pipe out of her mouth, 
and hugged it in her arms, and without anfwering a word proceeded on in her way. 
The Have neverthelefs profecuted his mailer’s requeft, and followed her, repeating often 
what he had before required, till at length perceiving her obftinate and fixed in a refufal, 
the better to incline her to refign the pipe to him, he gave her a box on the ear, threat¬ 
ening her with worfe, if file perfifted in a denial. The woman notwithftanding bore all 
patiently, and would not confent to gratify him, whatever he could do to her. I fhould 
have told you, for the better underftanding of this, that it is a cuftom in this country, 
that when any one obtains a pipe out of a woman’s mouth, it is a probable earned of 
further favours. From hence may be learnt what a propenfity the women have to 
chaftity in thefe parts, many of whom meet together on the firll day of Lent, and oblige 
themfelvcs to a drift continence till Eafter; infomuch that if any one among them 
fliould happen to deviate from the vow they had jointly engaged in, file would immedi¬ 
ately think herfelf guilty of a great fault, and confequently undergo voluntarily fome 
fevere penance. They are likewife mod rigid obfervers of all falls enjoined by the 
church, and which they will not tranfgrefs even where neceffity requires they Ihould, 
and in which cafes we are obliged to command them to do it to fave their lives. 

At length my companion Father Benedift finding himfelf worfe and worfe, fent a 
meffenger to me to defire me to afford him Ibme fuccour. I thereupon immediately 
difpatched four Haves belonging to the church, to bring him in a net to the convent, 
that being the eafieft way I could propofe to have him brought. The better to infiire 
the performance of my commands, I threatened the Haves with tranfportation, a thing 
they are more than ordinarily afraid of, in cafe of dilobedience or treachery. They 
brought him foon after, and being arrived, he immediately entered upon a general con- 
feffion of his fins, even from his youth upwards to that day. The malady he was 
afflifted with was the gout, which, getting not long after into his llomach, at once ended 
both his life and his good aftions, which were many. His funeral obfequies were per¬ 
formed fuitable to his charafter, at which aflifted the count with a vaft number of peo¬ 
ple, 1 myfelf faying mafs, though I languilhed at that time under a violent fever. Fa- 
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ther Benedict was a native of oar kingdom of Naples, though he firft received the habit 
of the order of St. Francis in the Roman province. He was a public preacher in the 
city of Rome, as Iikewife a eonfeffor to the nuns. The death of this good man may 
well be faid to be lamented by all, fince the very birds and beafts had their fhare of 
concern at it: for it was to be obferved, that whilft the corps was upon the bier, it was 
attended by feveral parrots and wild hens, which hovered about waiting till it fliould 
be interred. A dog Iikewife that had belonged to the deceafed Father, mifling his 
mafter after he was buried, would neither eat nor drink, but lay howling after an 
extraordinary manner at the church-door. I gave him afterwards to the captain-general 
to be tranfported into feme diftant ifland: but this availed little, for in lefs than a 
month's time he returned, and placing himfelf at the door of the deceafed Father's 
cell, continued to howl as before, till at length, having eat nor drank nothing for many 
days, and being thereby quite fatniftied, he groaned out a difmal farewell to his loving 
mafter, and fo died. 

It may not be here amifs to infert a certain quarrel that happened among the Negroes 
in the fourth year of ray miffion, and whilft the aforefaid Father was living ; but wherein 
nobody was killed through the timely orders fent to prevent it. The difference was 
this: — The captain-general, fon to the count's brother, being at variance with the 
count's other nephew, fon to his lifter, while they were mutually provoking each other 
with ill language, the latter happened to throw down the former, and falling a-top of 
him, began to belabour him luftily with his fills, which neverthelefs nobody faw. The 
perfon aggrieved complained of this ufage to the count, who having heard him patiently, 
at length faid to him, What juftice would you have me to do between you two that 
are fo nearly allied ?" The captain-general having received the like affront once before 
from the countefs's brother, brilkly replied, What, would your excellency have me 
put up this affront too ? No, it is not in my power, and I would have my enemies to 
know that I am not fo much to be defpifed.” This faid, he withdrew, and taking up 
arms together with his other three^ brothers, he beat an alarm to challenge the count's 
other two nephews to battle, who neverthelefs were not able to appear againft him with¬ 
out the affiftance of their uncle's troops that were already gone all over to the captain- 
general's fide; and this caufed them not to appear at all. 

The better to underhand the manner of challenging in this country, I mull acquaint 
you that the Negroes, when they have any private quarrels among them, do not care 
to decide the matter fingly, but each gets as many of his friends as he can together to 
do it for him. When they are come to the appointed place, and drawn up in fight 
of their adverfaries, they begin to argue the cafe coolly; then proceed to abufing each 
other with invectives, till at length, their blood being fired by injurious language, they 
fall to it helter-fkelter. Then their drums begin to beat confufedly, which are made 
of thin wood all of a piece, and in form like our great earthera jars. Thefe being 
covered with a beaft's {kin, are founded, not with little fticks, but with the hand, and 
which make a much greater noife than our drums do. They that have the ufe of guns, 
after the firft onfet throw them away, having them more to fright than offend the 
enemy. They fet them againft their breaft, without taking any aim, by which means 
the balls generally fly over their enemies' heads, without doing them any harm ; for 
they perceiving the flafh in the pan, are Iikewife accuftomed to fquat down, and after 
having fo received the firing, rife up of a hidden, and run forwards. After they have 
thus thrown away their fire-arms, they betake themfelves to their bows and arrows. 
When they are at a diftance they fend their arrows up into the air, that by their falling 
they may do their enemies the greater mifchief; but when they are nearer, they fhoot 
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them in a direft line. They are wont fometimes to poifon their arrows, the wounds 
made by which they recover by pifs. When the arrows fall, the adverfe party imme¬ 
diately gathers them up to make life of them again. The fliort arms they employ are 
great and fmall knives, axes, and the like, which they buy of the Europeans. When 
they come to engage, the perfons that are conquered become flaves to the conquerors, 
if they are taken; and if not, they often kill themfelves for anger. In Congo, when 
there are no priefts there, Chriftians make flaves of Chriftians, which they^often do 
upon very flight quarrels. 

But to return from whence we have ftrayed, let us go on with our ftory. After a 
little while two eleftors, whereof one was the Mani Enguella, the count’s coufin, 
came up to the captain-general, who together with his friends flood with their arms in 
their hands, and endeavoured to pacify him. They found him fitting majeftically 
under an umbrella, as it were a canopy; when with a more than kingly gravity, he 
broke forth into thefe words: “ He that has a mind to fpeak with me, let him do it 
proftrate on the ground.” This the two electors would by no means condefcend to 
do, fince that would be to make him no lefs than count. Whereupon the haughty 
general leaped up in a paflion, and difpofed himfelf to a rebellion, marching with his 
followers two days journey off from the city. His three brothers polled away imme¬ 
diately to his government, which was a country given him by the count, in grati¬ 
tude for having fuppreffed a dangerous rebel, who called himfelf Duke of Eamba of 
Sogno. Hither he was foon after to follow, but was happily prevented by our inter¬ 
posing ; for had he gone, the confequence might have been no fmall prejudice to the 
count. The arms and ammunition he carried along with him were feveral fmall field- 
pieces, three hundred mufquets, thirty barrels of powder, a great number of bows, 

- arrows, and the like, with great quantities of provifions. The manner of our inter- 
poling was this: — On All-Saints’ day, after the firfl: inafs, the count came to me with 
concern in his countenance, and told me what a rebellion was raifed againft him. 1 
anfwered, that as foon 1 as I obferved the firlt motions amongft the people, I leaped 
forth of my cell, and went to enquire what was the matter. I was acquainted that the 
Baretti (fo the family of thefe rebels was called) were got together to divert themfelves. 
To which I replied, that their exercife did not at all feem to me to be rending that vray; 
but I rather fuppoied it to be occafioned by fome contentions among them. Having 
then the chalice in my hand to fay the fecond mafs, and being fomewhat miftruftful 
that this might arife from the captain-general’s influence, I caufed it to be enquired 
into when he had been at church, and was informed that he was prefent at the firfl 
mafs. Now if this had been true, I had foon prevented all future mifcarriages; but 
being impofed upon, I could not. I then offered the count to do what in me lay to 
quiet the difturbance, and promifed to go find out the captain-general for that purpofe. 
Hereupon my net was fpeedily got ready, and I fet forth, but had not gone above three 
or four miles before I was flopped by a guard of foldiers, who told me I Ihould go no 
farther. This caufed me to come out of the net to know the reafon, thinking when 
they faw me they would let me pafs j but I found it quite otherwife. I a Iked their 
commander if he knew me, he anfwered, “ This poft was afligned me to lei nobody 
pafs whatfoever, and Your Reverence never yet baptized me, nor have I confeffed to 
you.” Then I went to go on, but this captain-fell down on his knees, and hindered 
me. 1 believed pofitively that this was an aft of humiliation and fubmiflion, it being 
the Blacks’ cuftom always to fpeak upon their knees to the priefts and their lords. 
But fee how I was miftaken, for as I offered to go forward, he clapped the butt-end of 
bis mufquet to his Ihoulder, and was about to fire at me, which I perceiving, retired, 
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and giving a finall crucifix to one of the foldiers, bid him to carry it to the captain- 
general, as a token that I was coming to fpeak with him. In the mean-time I took to 
another road, which although it was three miles about', yet by the grace of God I got 
to Chitomba before midnight. In our way we paffed through feveral villages, whofe 
inhabitants were all fled to the fea-ihore; therefore not finding any-body to relieve my 
poor net-men, as they expefted, they were forced to carry me patiently, without reft- 
ing a minute, for fear of lofing time. Manichitombo fent me word that he would have 
me come on no forwarder, left I (hould lofe my way in a huge wood, which I muft 
neceffarily pafs through, and which I might very well do in the night-time: and more¬ 
over that if I continued at Chitombo, he would come and wait on me there. My 
anfwer was, that if he had 'a mind to ftiow hitnfelf an obedient fpiritual fon to me, he 
fiiould continue where I was till I had known the count’s farther pleafure in the matter; 
and I withal requefted of him, that the letters I fhould fend for that purpofe might not 
be intercepted by any of his faction j and to the end they might be able to diftmguilh 
which they were, 1 let him know that I would order them to be carried aloft upon a 
pole. Whilft I was in expectation of an anfwer from the count, Manichitombo’s bro¬ 
ther and fecretary fent me my crucifix again, and withal gave me to underftand that 
his brother would not have me by any means to give myfelf the trouble to come to him, 
for that he would comply with me in all I defired and came about; and therefore 
begged of me to pray for him and his friends. Having this anfwer from the captain- 
general, I thought it to no purpofe to ftay any longer at Chitombo ; and therefore I 
immediately fet out for Sogno again, and arrived there about midnight. Next morning 
I ordered my interpreter to go and acquaint the count what I had done; but though 
he feemed to comply with my commands, yet did he not neverthelefs obey them, fear¬ 
ing to fall under difgrace thereby ; for it is common among the Blacks to fufpeCt what 
the interpreters tell them, if there be not a prieft by to confirm it, and fometimes fuch 
meffengers have been taken and puniflied barely upon fuipicion. When I came to 
underftand this, I went to the count myfelf, and having informed him of all that had 
happened, he feemed in fome meafure to be pacified; however defired to be fatisfied 
in two queftions. The firft was, why I had not excommunicated the captain for having 
fo impudently fet up his ftandard againft his fovereign: and the fecond was, that he 
defired to know of me what puniihment fo great an offender deferved. As to the firft, 
I anfwered, that I could not have excommunicated him for two reafons:—firft, becapfe 
he had not rebelled againft the church; and fecondly, in that he complied with my 
demands, which I prefumed were for His Excellency’s benefit. As to the count’s fe¬ 
cond queftion, I plainly perceived that it was both defigning and politic; for could he 
have procured me to declare the captain-general a rebel, he would have foon had him 
caught, and ftruck off his head. But I thank God, being aware of his intentions, I 
prudently avoided them, telling His Excellency in a jelling way, that I would fend the 
little boy (a youth that had been brought up in our convent, and whom the count 
dearly loved) to fatisfy him in that queftion. This caufed all the ftanders-by to laugh, 
and I myfelf was not a little pleafed that I had avoided anfwering to fo enfnaring a 
demand. The third or fourth day after, the governor of Chioua, the count’s eldeft 
fon, appeared with a powerful army which he had raffed to defend his father. This 
perfon at his firft coming was indeed extremely courteous and humble; but he after¬ 
wards foon became proud and haughty. How much pains we took to reconcile thefe 
two difagreeing parties, need not be expreffed. In a word, we happily compofed the 
diffenfions between them, and we thought the captain-general had agreed to appear only 
with his three brothers. But wherever the miftake was, he came at the time appointed, 
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attended by his whole army, which having drawn up before our church, in fight of 
that of the Mani of Chioua, he waited for the count’s coming to give him 5 a remiffion 
of his crime. I fixed my eyes upon the multitude, and could not imagine what the 
event of this interview would be. I told the count’s fecond foil, that was then in our 
convent, that in my opinion it was not at all proper for his father to appear in any 
paffion at this juncture. He anfwered, that the way to meet one that came to alk par¬ 
don after this manner, was to come with bullet in month, and the riiufquet ready to 
receive it, « Not fo fad, fir,” quoth 1 , « perhaps I may find a remedy.” Then I 
went and fpoke to the captain-general’s fecretary, who of all his brothers was the wifeft 
and moll prudent. I told him my fentiments concerning the hodile appearance of fo 
great a number of men, and his anfwer was, that they fhould be all fent home to their 
houfes, which was the fame day performed. Of all this I immediately informed the 
count, and he appointed the four brothers to appear before him next morning, without 
any attendants. They accordingly came, and three leathern chairs being fet out before 
our church, one for the count, another for me, and a third for the captain-general, 
the count after his wonted humble manner, took the left hand. After a little while 
the captain-general, making three low bows to the count, humbly acknowledged his 
otfence, and received pardon. When this was done, the count darted up, and nodd¬ 
ing his head with a fierce countenance, to Ihow he was not altogether pleal'ed with what 
had palled, and turning towards me faid, “ Is there any thing more. Father, that you 
defire of me ? are you fatisfied ? are you contented ?” Which having fpoke, lie in a 
kind of paffion left us. Happy was it for thefe four that I had interpofed; for otherwife 
they would not have recovered their former pods, as they did. Nor was it a matter of 
fmall labour to get the captain, the fecretary, and the other lieutenants reftored. Yet 
I obferved with admiration that the count laid hold of this opportunity to put feveral 
Manis from their governments, who depended on the captain-general, and among the 
reft, thole that had commands neareft his Banza, putting into their places iuch as he' 
1110ft confided in, retrenching by degrees his exorbitant power: and thus the generat 
was humbled, his mafter fatisfied, and the people quieted. 

Having given an account of this rebellion of a nephew againft his uncle, I will conclude 
this fil'd: part with that of a fon againd his father a Portuguefe, and the dreadful puniffi- 
ment God inflicted upon him for his difrefpeft to his parents: a paflage no lefs dread¬ 
ful than memorable, and which may ferve for a warning to unruly perfons to be more 
refpeftful to thofe, nature and the law of God have placed over them. Some few days 
before the arrival of the Fathers-miffioners, F. Andrew da Pavia and F. Angelo F’ran- 
cifeo of Milan, at the million of Sogno, as dial! appear hereafter, a run-away foldier em¬ 
barked at Loanda for this place aboard a Dutch fliip, in order to pafs into the kingdom 
of Loango, and thence into Europe. He, though he arrived at Sogno, fucceeded not 
in his defigns, as he projected; for being often rejefted by the Dutch, he was left fbr- 
faken upon that point of the river called El Padron, the landing-place of the aforefaid earl¬ 
dom. This place being on one fide hemmed in by the river, and on the other by the 
waves of the vafl ocean, and the land being covered w ith a thick wood of Mango trees, 
he durft not flir one flep in that intricate labyrinth. lie often defired the heathen fiffiers 
referring thither from the kingdom of Angoij, and the Sognefe Chridians to carry him 
In^o their countries; but both of them exculed theinielves, alledging they could not do 
ft without their mafters leave. He having nothing but his fword, thought to prevail by 
force, which they perceiving, forfook the place, for fear of embroiling thcmfelves with 
the Portuguefe, and to fliun him that took their fiffi away, and abufed them. The 
wretch being in this condition, furrounded with misfortunes, faw the two aforementioned 
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Fathers coming from'Angola, and conceived hopes they would relieve and condutt him 
to their houfe, hunger opprefling him. Coming out to meet them, and perceiving they 
did not fo much as look at him, but went away without fpeaking a word, he cried out, 
“ Fathers, I fly to your companion, and defire to be received by you.” et We cannot,” 
replied they, “ banifti that charity from our hearts which is due to all men like our- 
felves; but God forbid that at our firft appearance among thefe new converted Chrif- 
tian Blacks, we fhould introduce with us the example of a mod enormous wicked action 
committed by a white Chriftian as you are.” Thus they left him forfaken in that place. 
The cafe was thus:—This wretch had give a full loofe to all his lewd inclinations, and 
being often reprimanded by his father, he never took the leaft notice. On the con¬ 
trary, to remove all obftacles that hindered his proceeding in his wicked courfes, he 
refolved to deftroy him of whom he had received his being. Accordingly he inhu¬ 
manly fired a piltol at his father, the bullet whereof hitring him on the forehead 
without any hurt, rebounded back upon the fon, and wounded him forely, who, 
as he was, took fanftuary in a church; but fearing the punifhment he deferved, endea¬ 
voured to make his efcape with the Hollanders, as has been faid. The moft remark¬ 
able thing in this curfed a£Hon was, that the ableft furgeons could never heal his 
wound, the flefli ever remaining] raw, as a brand, on his forehead for fo barbarous an 
aftion, and an example to all others to dread committing the like inhumanity. As I 
was going by water to the kingdom of Angoij, I faw him walking with a fword in his 
hand inftead of a ftalf; and he called to the leamen, who were his countrymen, but 
durll not come near becaufe the governor of Angolo would have punifhed them feverely, 
had they prefumed to tranfport a run-away foldicr. 

To the former X will add one paffage more, well known to all this earldom, where 
the witneffes to it are ftill living; it was thus:—A certain Chriftian being often admo- 
niftted by one of our miffioners to leave his wicked courfe of life, he was fo far from it, 
that running on in his lewd courfes, he fcoffed at him. This man being one day to 
pafs a river with two companions, he was vifibly taken up by an invifible hand into the 
air. One of his companions going to take hold of him by the feet, had fuch a cuff 
given him, that he fell down in the boat, and the offender was feen no more, the two 
companions being left to proclaim what had happened all the country about. 

But fince I have fpoken of a fon that was (b ill a liver, I will conclude with other 
children born in this black Ethiopia, to the aftonifhment of thofe that beheld and gave 
an account of them. One of thefe came from his mother’s womb with a beard and all 
his teeth; perhaps to fhew he was born into the world grown old in vice. A white and 
a black child were alfo bom at one birth; and a black woman brought forth a child 
quite white. Thus 1 conclude this firft part with three wonderful births. 



PAkT n. 


17THIOPXA, fo called either from Ethiops the fon of Vulcan, or from the Greek 
word aitbo, I bum, according to Pliny’s opinion, who expreffes it thus, Nam fills 
vicinitate ejus regionit incola lorrentur. Ap. Diction, y Lingu.: and which either by 
means of its fcorching fands, the nature of the climate, the oddnefs of the food, and va¬ 
riety of the daily diet, produces nothing but blacknefs among its own native inhabitants, 
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may with good reafon be termed the dark and difmal tomb of Europeans, and the fatal 
grave of white people. The blaeknefs of thefe footy nations, fome will have to be 
caufed by the climate, or nearnefs to the fun; but others, with more reafon, derive it 
from their original, family and defcent; for Sevil being in about 38 degrees of north 
latitude, produces white people* Near the river of Plate, in the fame latitude fouthward, 
the men are of a chefnut, and rufty iron colour; and near the Cape of Good Hope, 
which though more eaftward, is in the fame latitude, the natives are quite black as 
pitch* And therefore with Cardan we may fay, the blaeknefs does not proceed from 
the temper of the climate, but from the race* Ut vtdeantur^ Jlirpe potius quam aeris 
natura tales evadere. Card, de Variet. lib- ii* c* iv. Which the poet confirms thus: 

Sanguine turn credunt in corpora fumma vocato, 

iEthiopum populos nigrum traxiiTe colorem* Otid, Mst. lib. ii* v. 23$* 

S. ludorus, quoted by the moll illuftrious and moft learned Monfigneur Paolo Arefi 
in his Effays, is of opinion, that the Ethiopians are defeended from Chulh the fon of 
Ham, curfed by Noah for his unbecoming curiofity in looking upon his father’s naked* 
nefs. Certiffimum ejl originem tngrediri non a regions , ut haSienus exifiimatum eji ob Jblit 
ardores,fed a jiirpe et janguine Cbus provenire. 

In the fecond year of my million, I fell lick of a violent fever in Ethiopia, infomuch 
that I found my ftrength to fail me fo fall, that I thought it but prudence to prepare for 
my laft million into another world. The remedy we Europeans make ufe of here upon 
thefe occafions, is, to let almoll all our blood out of our veins, and to replenilh them 
with fuch as the food of the country produces, which being more connatural to the cli¬ 
mate, agrees beft with us. And if it pleafes God to fpare life, it is no lefs painful, or 
requires any Ihorter time to recover; for days and months pafs away in accuftoming 
the body to the unufual food, but it is the work of two or three years, with continual 
care and application, to re-eftablifli health. If the probability of this be queftioned, I 
appeal for confirmation of it to Father Cavazzi da Montecuccolo in his Hiftorical De- 
feriptions before-mentioned, where he fpeaks of it in many places, viz. in his full book, 
p. 146, in his third, p.330, &c. 

If the torments this fever occafioned my body were fo grievous, much more mull 
they needs be to my foul, fince I had only the poor lay-brother Leonard to adminifter. 
the facraments to me; who neverthelefs in temporals was as ferviceable as I could expert 
or with, but in fpirituals could only fprinkle me now and then with holy water, and call 
fometimes for me on the names of Jefus and Mary. . 

Whilfl I was thus labouring under an uncertainty, whether I fhould live or die, an 
envoy was introduced to me from the King of Caconga, who writ me word, that both 
he and his whole kingdom were difpofed to receive our holy faith, and therefore defired 
I would make what hafle I could to him to have thofe good intentions accomplilhed. 
At that time I was ignorant that the count of Sogno had married his filler to this King, 
on condition that he Ihould embrace the Chriltian communion, but which not long 
after I was acquainted with by the faid count himfelf. This good news I mull own was 
no finall relief to my malady, though it did not abfolutely recover me. I therefore 
entreated His Excellency the count, that he would pleafe to fupply the want of ability 
in me, and give the envoy an anfwer which might demonftrate my gratitude, and great 
obligations to his mailer for his propofal. 

This King fent afterwards to our count to offer him the illand of Zariacacongo, which 
being nearelt to his dominions might be better governed by him, and continued in 
the Chriftian religion when once planted there. With the meffenger that brought 
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this offer* I difpatched another to the King, to let him know that for the prefent I 
was extremely ill j and befides that there was no other miffioner throughout the count's 
dominions befides niyfelf, bat that if God in his infinite mercy fhould pleafe to fpare 
my life* I would take fitch care that he fliould be ferved in his requeft, either by 
me or foine other. I defired His Majefty moreover to order the governor of the 
iiland, that whenever any of my interpreters fiiould come there, to fet up a crois as an 
original fign of Chriftianity, he would permit them to do it without moleftatiom I 
likewife begged of His Majefty to aflign feme place in his dominions for a church 
to be built* All I had fo defired, was punctually granted not long after by this 
good King, who teftified a more than ordinary inclination to fee me ; but w hich my 
weakness, occalioned through the great lofs of blood I had undergone, hindered 
me from obeying him in. One of our Fathers being come to me, fet forward im¬ 
mediately to forward fo good a work, as the converfion of a whole kingdom ; who 
coming to Bomancoij, a city on the other fide of the river Zaire, and metropolis of 
the kingdom of Atigoij, heard that the King was dead, and anew one elefted. This 
cauied him immediately to return homewards, employing himfelf by the way in other 
millions among the iflands belonging to Segno: he thought it not amifs to touch at the 
ifland of Zariacacongo, to pry into the dilpofttions of that people; and finding a crofs 
erected amongft them, he took thence an occafion to afk them, “ If they defired to be 
Chriftians?" The governors anfwered, * c That they could not receive any new law 
without leave from the prefent King ; which if he would grant, they were mo ft ready 
to embrace it," There were not wanting fome among them that faid fcoffingly, s< When 
we are fick forfooth, the wood of this crofs will recover u's 1" This they fpoke, I fup- 
pofe, by the mitigation of the wizards, who knew well enough that the Ghriftian 
religion fliould be no fooner eftablifhed there, but they would be perfecuted \ and 
therefore, no doubt, thought it advifeable to oppofe it. The Father having done all 
he could to pleafe them, and finding his endeavours ineffectual, left them till a more 
favourable opportunity offered itfelf. The count finding thefe iflanders to oppofe the 
commands of their late King, refolved to compel them by force to perform them, and 
coufequently fet out againft them with an army for that purpofe; and we feeing it in¬ 
volved in troubles, thought fit to put off our going thither till another time. 

This ifland is none of the fmalleft, and fituate in the midft of the river Zaire. It 
abounds with all forts of provifions, and great numbers of inhabitants. It is plam r 
raifed eight fathom above the water, and is divided from the kingdom of Congo by a 
river, over which there is a bridge* 

About the end of the fifth year of my million, arrived at our convent the two 
Milanefe Fathers formerly mentioned, viz. Father Andrew da Pavia (who was appointed 
fupenor in my ftead) and Father Angelo Francifco da Milano; together with a lay- 
brother, one Giulio d’Orta* They brought along with them feveral refrefhments from 
Europe, whereby having greatly comforted me, I began to recover my ftrength, info- 
much that I refolved fpeedily to fet forth in my million, but knew not well whither to 
go. If I went to Chiovachianza, 1 was afraid I fliould not fucceed there, by reafon, 
as Father Leonard told me, they had not feeu the face of a prieft for many years j and 
moreover, fmce they had had any among them, they had been fubdued, as I told 
you before, by Simatamba. And if I went to the new King of Cacongo, I diftrufted 
my fecurity there, becaufe he had never invited me. At length it was the advice of 
all, rather to repair and fopport what had been already built, than to think of laying 
a new foundation in another place, and the rather, becaufe there was no extraordinary 
underftanding between the count of Sogno and the new King of Cacongo, although 
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the count had given him his vote as one of his eleftors. I was neverthelefs not yet re- 
folved to go for Chiovachianza, having heard what happened there to one of our order, 
who coming thither from Sogno, and being for that reafon ill-looked upon, did little 
or no good ; and befides, happening to take a fmall quantity of Talk, wherewith that 
country greatly abounds, he was taken and clapped up into prifon, befides other ill- 
ufage offered him; and was at length releafed, more out of covetoufnefs than either 
charity or juftice. Notwithftanding this confideration, I was at laft prevailed upon to 
go: for this purpofe I refolved to carry with me interpreters of the belt quality I could 
get; and therefore procured, though with fome difficulty, the Count don Stephano’s 
ion, a perfon extremely beloved throughout thefe dominions, together with the fecre- 
tary and his brother, both nephews to the prefent count, and who have been mentioned 
by me before. Having got all things in readinefs for fo long and dangerous a journey, 
taking up four or five days at lea ft, the interpreters thought themfelves obliged, ac¬ 
cording to the cuftoni of the country, to go and afk their lord and mailer’s benedic¬ 
tion : which he gave them with a pleafing countenance; but neverthelefs could not 
help faying, “ What, will you leave your prince to hunt after Bonghi (the money 
of that country) ?” to which they readily anlwered, that they were going in the fervice 
of God, and not in fearch after Bonghi. This did not pafs fo fecretly but it came to 
my ears, and which I obferved to have had that effect upon the before-mentioned 
perfons, that 1 refolved to alter my refolutions, and inftead of Chiovachianza, to em¬ 
bark for Angoij, and thence to go to Cacongo. 

If it was not my good fortune to go- to Chiovachianza myfelf, give me leave to tell 
you who did. We had a certain native of Congo, whom we had bred up in our con¬ 
vent from a youth. This perfon being very virtuous, and of a more than ordinary 
capacity, our friars cauled him to be made a prieft for the benefit of Chriftianity, to 
the end that being naturally more proper to bear fatigue and labour than they, he 
might be lent out on a million where they could not go. Him we forthwith difpatchcd 
to the above-mentioned country, where in a few days he baptized above five ■ thoufend 
children. Having remained there for fome time, and worked like a faithful labourer 
in his Lord’s vineyard, at the requeft of our Fathers, he obtained a canonfln'p in the 
bifliopric of Loanda in the kingdom of Angola, where he now refides, with a great 
deal of honour due to his behaviour and character. 

1 went to wait on the count to take leave of him, telling him, that I had in fome 
meafure been hindered from making my million by land, and therefore I was re¬ 
folved to perform it fpeedily by fea. His anfwer was little to the purpofe, which 
neverthelefs favoured more of craft than- any thing elfe. He told mej that fince 
my departure was fo hidden, lie could only furnilh me with a brace of goats, and 
fome pulfe. 

I embarked, and the fir ft port I touched at was Capinda in the kingdom of Angoij, 
where the Portuguefe trade all the year, as do the Dutch. I was no fooner landed, 
but I fet about my fpiritual employment; yet whatever pains I took, and however I 
inculcated the truth, I could gain over but one fingie perfon, whom I baptifed. I con- 
feffed feveral Chriftians that came thither about bufinefs, together with fome Flemilh 
Catholics that lived there. I continued alhore all the day to fay mafs; at which 
alfifted not only the Roman Catholics, but the Pagans, efpecially the women of thefe 
laft, who were fo well pleafed with the picture of the Virgin Mary, that they clapped 
their hands after their manner of devotion, and cried out in their language, “ Eguandi 
Ziambiabungu magotti, benchi, benchi!” that is, “ This is mother of God, O how 
beautiful Hie is]” Which faid, they all fell on their knees and worlhipped her. This 
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aCl of tendernefs fo wrought upon me, that it quickly brought tears of joy into my 
eyes, to fee fo much devotion and acknowledgment in fo ignorant a people. 

Angoij is a kingdom rather in name than in dominions, being but a very fmall ter¬ 
ritory. Here formerly a certain Mani happening to marry a Mulatta, daughter to a 
very rich Portuguefe, his father-in-law would needs make him King of Angoij j and 
for that purpofe canfed him to rebel again ft the King of Cacongo his lawful iovereign. 
The manner in ihort was thus:—The King of Congo having fent a governor, or 
viceroy, to govern the kingdom of Loangoj that per ion being rather ambitious to 
reign abfolutely, than rule under another, got himfelf to be proclaimed King of all 
that country; and moreover, took in fo much more land belonging to his mafter, that 
his dominions are at prefent extremely large, and wholly independent of Congo. 
Cacongo lying in the middle between Congo and Loango, that Mani declared himfelf 
neuter, and fet himfelf up for King of Angoij, rebelling againft his lawful fovereign 
the King of Cacongo. ^ ' , 

The kingdom of I.oango lies in five degrees and a half of fouth latitude. The 
Chriftian religion was firfl planted there in the year 166 3, by the labour and diligence 
of one Father Ungaro a friar of our order. This pious Father had run through divers 
countries and kingdoms, when at laft coming to Sogno, and lodging in our convent, 
a Portuguefe traveller happening to come that way, w r as very courteoufly received and 
relieved by him, infomuch that in a little while they had contracted a great friendlhip 
together. After fome time the Portuguefe went his way, and coming to Loango, re¬ 
lated to that King the great integrity and honefty he had found in this Capuchin mif- 
fioner. The King giving credit to what he told him, was eafily induced to fend two of 
his younger fons to Sogno, to be inftructed by this perfon in the principles ot the 
Chriftian religion; which, after they had well been, and baptized, they were fent back 
to the King their father. 

Thefe princes confirming the character the Portuguefe had given of Bernardino Un¬ 
garo, the King had a great defire to fee fo good a man, and keep him always with 
him; and therefore wrote forthwith to the governor of Angola to fend him to him. 
This governor having obtained leave of the then fuperior, Father John Maria da Pavia, 
difpatched him accordingly to Loango, without any manner of delay: where arriving 
foon after, and having inftruCted the King and Queen for fome few days, he proceeded 
to baptize them both, and then to marry them after the manner of our church. His 
next bufinefs was to baptize the King's eldeft fon, and after him fucceflively the whole 
court, which confifted of above three hundred perfons. In a word, within the fpace 
of a year that he lived there, he had baptized upwards of twelve thoufand people. 
At, laft this zealous miffioner finding himfelf opprefled with a grievous indifpofition, 
and believing that he Ihould not live long, fent for our lay-brother Leonard; who 
coming not long after to him, the pious Father died the fame morning he arrived, well 
provided, as we may imagine, of merits for another world. The good King hearing 
this, and being defirous to keep up what he had fo happily begun, fent brother Leo¬ 
nard to the aforefaid fuperior to acquaint him with Ungaro's death, and to defire of 
him to fend him fpeedily another miffioner; but however, thefe his good intentions 
were afterwards difappointed by a rebellion raifed againft him by a kinfman, who being 
ambitious of his crown, and having been affifted by fome apoftate Catholics, deprived 
the good King of his life. This King’s extraordinary zeal for propagating of the 
Chriftian religion, appears, in that he has been often heard to fay, “ that he would 
ftied his deareft blood in the defence of it*” 
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The-tyrant and ufurper that difpoffefled him, lived not long after to enjoy his ill- 
gottten throne, but was fnatched away from it by a fudden death. This wicked per- 
fon being dead, another Chriftian King arofe, who, though he did all he could, by the 
help of one Capuchin, to promote what had been begun by Father Ungaro, yet was 
he not able to bring his intentions about, and that for want of more miffioners; where¬ 
fore this kingdom remains at prefent, as formerly, buried in idolatry. In my time 
were feveral attempts made to recover our intereft there, though to no purpofe ; yet 
there is now a greater probability of fucceeding in it than ever, the prefent King having 
prohibited the heretics to traffic within his dominions, by reafon that they had fold his 
lubjefts fire arms, which he imagined might in time prove prejudicial to him. 

I never heard there was any Chriftian prince that reigned in the kingdom of An- 
goij, that country having been always inhabited by a fort of people extremely given 
to forcery and magic, and who have likewife ever been profeffed enemies to the people 
of Sogno and Cacongo. Before I left thofe countries, thofe miffioners I had left be¬ 
hind me in Sogno, writ me word that the count had declared war againft Angoij; 
and having conquered that King, had taken all his guns, arms, and ammunition from 
him, vowing withal never to fuller any perfon to enjoy any office or dignity in that 
kingdom, unlels he were a Chriftian. This put me in mind of the faying of the 
Chriftian poet Claudian, 

Afperius nihil clt hurnili cum furgit in nltum. Eutrop. lib. i. v. 181. 

And 1 believe the chiefeft motive of the King of Cacongo’s feeking the count’s friendffiip, 
was to have the people of Angoij kept under, he being a kind of check upon them. 

Whilft I continued at Capinda, I obferved a fort of fiffiing which I never law elfe- 
where. The fiffiermen threw into the fea a large net with weights, which having long 
canes fixed to it at equal diftances from each other, by their bobbing down Ihew when 
there is any fiffi taken; this net has large mefhes only to detain the great fiffi. It is 
made of thread of a certain root, which being beaten, becomes like unto our hemp *. 

. I faw alt along thefe ihores oyfter-ffiells lie in great numbers; and being defirous to 
find thofe with oyfters in them, although the Negroes would not direct us, we foon 
loaded our boat. We found them lying one upon another in great heaps, and 
refembling a rock; it requires no great ftrength to toofe them, but only a little 

ffiaking. . 

I had here an opportunity to fee the civet-cats, called by the natives Nzime, and by 
the Fortuguefe, Gatte d’Angelia. This country abounds with them, ancl they are 
fold in great numbers to the Whites. They are white and black, and of about the 
bignefs and make of a large cat. The civet is taken from the male, when Ihut up in 
a cage, by catching him by the tail that he may not turn; and then Humming the 
fweat off from his limbs with a kind of fpoon. There are other forts of wild cats, 
which are called by the natives Nzfusi, 

The moft civilized habit heFe is a piece of cotton thrown over their moulders, and 
another girt about their loins ; which they purchafe in exchange for Haves and ivory: 
others content themfelves with a Ihort apron, only to fhew they are Gentiles. 'I hey 
wear a little horn about their necks, hanging like a jewel; and which they anoint every 
full moon with an oil that their wizards give them, and afterwards bind them about 
with divers fpelis. They wear their hair according to their quality: the Queen that I 

* What our author tells for a wonder, ia now ye ry common, for all draw-nets have corks fixed at an 
equal iMancc to do the fame office, 

^ faw, 
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faw, had hers Ihaved clofe on the crown, and little tufts left all round on the ftdes. 
Others have it left in a circle like that of a monk, and others have theirs plaited down 
in points towards their foreheads and their necks, infomuch that if there were the lead; 
ftraggling hairs, they would be cut away, and the reft fhaved clofe to the head. 

The houfes for the moft part are of reeds, whereof fome are built round, and others 
fquare; they are generally fuch miferable huts that they are rather fit to receive infects, 
wherewith this country abounds, than to afford a tolerable habitation for men. The 
houfe of the Mafucca, receiver of the Whites, though it was built with the fame ma¬ 
terials, yet was it neverthelefs very large and well-contrived, having feveral arched 
rooms, within each of which were two fmall brafs-cannons, which, together with two 
great ones at the gate, made in all eighteen. Thefe cannons they had got in exchange 
for Negroes, ivory, and the like, from the Whites. The King's palace feemed to me 
not unlike the foregoing. What moved my wonder moft was, the governor of Boman-, 
goij’s houfe, which at a diftance feemed to be a well-fortified citadel encompaffed with 
walls, and unlike the workmanlhip of the Blacks; but as you come nearer you find 
its walls to be only compofed of large Hakes (palifadoes) ftuck into the ground, five 
thick, and then raddled up to the top with others of the lame bignefs; within there 
were two large ways, which fubdivided into feveral leffer paths. The rooms are all 
hung within with a delicate fort of mats, made of oziers of divers colours. It feemed 
to me a ridiculous thing neverthelefs, that their houfes fliould be but of ftraw, ftakes, 
and oziers, and yet defended with brafs guns. 

The people here, for want of laws to prevent it, take as many wives as they pleafe ; 
and Ihe commands the reft who bell pleafes her hulband, but he has always a power 
to put her away as well as the reft. The ladies of the blood-royal have a liberty to 
ehufe for themfelves what man jhey pleafe, whether noble or a plebeian; but woe be 
to that man that happens to difappoint them in their expectations, for they have like- 
wife abfolute power of life or death. Whilft I was in this city, one of thefe ladies 
fent a young woman to be fold to the Portuguefe, ftriclly commanding her guardian 
to let her go at any price, but not to difpofe of her to any but Whites. Her crime it 
feems was a bare fufpicion of being too familiar with the faid lady’s hulband. Thofe 
women that receive ftrangers into their houfes are obliged by a barbarous cuftom to 
admit them to their embraces for a night or two, depriving their hulbands of that right 
in the mean. time. Where we Capuchin milfioners come, our interpreters immediately 
give notice, that no woman may come within our doors. 

Thefe people abound fo in fuperftition, that it would fcarce be believed by any but 
thofe who faw it; and to go about to prevent it would be to little purpofe, iince the 
chief among them are fuch as encourage it. I declined feeing the King although I 
had made him prefents, and he had returned the favour, by reafon I had been told 
that he wore enchanted bracelets on his arms, and had divers other magic charms 
about his body, refolving at my return both to vifit and make him fenfible, if polfible, 
of the curfed ftate he was in without repentance. Whilft I was here I heard feveral 
proclamations made publicly by the wizards, that all thieves and robbers Ihould fpeedily 
make reftitution, or they would have recourfe to their arts to difcover them. I faw 
likewife at a diftance an oath adminiftered, which, that it might be done with the 
greater efficacy, it was propofed to be taken in the prefence of their idol j this hobgob- 
bling refembled in fome meafure a mountebank’s merry-andrew, having a divers- 
coloured veil on, and a red cap on its head, and Handing on a little table. As foon 
as the company that ftood round in a ring faw me, they immediately difperfed and hid 
their idol. This they did not out of any fear of us, by reafon that being pagans we 
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had no jurifdicUon over them, but becaufe (laid they) the prefence of a pried deprives 
them of the power of acting. Before the gates of their houfes almoil all have one of 
thele idols, whereof I have l'een fome five or fix foot high, others are fmaller, but both 
are generally clouterly carved; they place them likewife in the fields where they are 
never worfhipped but on account of finding out fome theft, for which the thief when 
difcovered mull: die. They that keep idols in their houfes, every firft day of the moon 
are obliged to anoint them with a fort of red wood powdered, as was faid above. At 
the appearance of every new moon, thefe people fall on their knees, or elfe cry out. 
Handing and clapping their hands, £< So may I renew my life as thou art renewed.'* If 
it happen that the air is cloudy at that time, then they do nothing, alledging that that 
planet has loll his virtue. This iort of devotion is obferved moltly by women. As I 
was travelling over hills and valleys to tranfport myfelf to Congo, I chanced to light 
upon a place where they were invoking of evil fpirits; the place was a poor, wretched, 
defpicable hut built on a finall rifing ground ; on one fide hung two coarfe nafly aprons 
which flunk fb that they were enough to flrike any one down that came near them. 
In the middle of this hut was a wall raifed about two foot with mud and dirt, behind 
which flood the wizard to pronounce his fallacious oracles on account of the prince of 
darknefs. He had on his head a tuft of feathers yarioufly woven, and in his hand 
two long knives without {heaths. Having a mind to enter this temple of the devil's, 
I perceived a very large fire before me, but neverthelefs found fo infupportable a 
flench that all iny fenfes were in a manner taken from me. I refolved notwithflanding 
to proceed, arming myfelf frequently with the fign of the crofs, and recommending 
my protection to the Almighty. Whilfl l was endeavouring to go forward, for you 
mull imagine the ftink was no fmall obftacle, I heard a great number of the poor 
deluded pagans come murmuring and muttering behind me, exclaiming againft my 
rude attempt to enter their hellifh tabernacle. This prevented my going any further, 
fearing I might othenvife provoke their blind rage to do me a mifchief. But to return 
to my fubjetfl. 

When I had continued fome time at Capinda, the Mafucca told me he had orders 
from the King of Congo, that whenever any Capuchin friars appeared in thofe parts, 
he fiiould fend them to him. I anfwered, that coming from Sogno I knew not if I 
fliould be well received or not. The Mafucca replied, “ I will write to know His 
Majefly’s pleafure, and I advife Tour Reverence to write likewife.” I afked him how 
many days journey the King was off from thence; he anfwered me, ** three by water, 
and four by land.” “ If it"be fo,” added I, “ I will write.” Then I confidered with 
myfelf, that if I did go I might lofe opportunity of the return of my boat from 
Loango to tranfport me further, according to my intentions, and therefore I refolved 
not to go. To this purpofe I writ to Iiis Majefty, humbly fuppofing, that he was 
indifferent whether I came to him or not; and therefore having let out from Sogno 
with no other defign but to go to the kingdom of Cacongo, I was preparing fpeedily 
to go thither. Coming to an anchor not long after in a port of that kingdom, I dif- 
patched a letter to the King, acquainting him that I was the perfon that had received 
fo many favours from his predeceffor, having been fent for by him to Sogno to preach 
the gofpeJ, and that then being greatly indilpofed I could not poflibly wait upon him 
according to his commands. This letter was contrived by me to be prefented him by 
two perfons, the one a White, namely, one Ferdinando Goinez, a Portuguefe, whom 
I did not care to trull wholly, by reafon 1 knew him to be covetous, and therefore fent 
another with him who was a Black, and a relation to the faid King. To him I con- 
figned a prefent to His Majefty, which was a cryftal crown, and another of blue glafs 
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for the Queen. This prefent was fo well received by the King, that as a token of his 
being pleafed, he took it and put it on his head, which not a little furprized the 
ftanders-by, they having a law amongft them that prohibits their King wearing any 
thing that comes from the Whites, which law they call Chegilla ; His Majefty never- 
thelefs difpenfed with this law, telling the people that this crown had been lent him by 
his Capuchin Father, and that therefore he highly prized it, and commanded his 
Queen to do the like by hers j he then ordered my meffengers to be treated with all the 
civility imaginable, and after eight days ftay difmilled them with a letter to me, wherein 
he thanked me heartily for my kind intentions towards him, and proffered me, that 
if I would come and fee him 1 fhould be very honourably received, advifing me to 
bring fotne rich Portuguefe merchant along with me to be my conductor, with fome 
confiderable merchandizes to pleafe the people. This anfwer of his was to the pur- 
pofe, and had three ferviceable confequences, firft: to himfelf, fecondly to me, and 
thirdly to the Portuguefe. 

As to the firft, it was commonly reported among the miflioners, and remained frefh 
in the memories of the Negroes, that fome years fince a certain King of this kingdom 
having been baptized by a religious perfon, and afterwards caufing a proclamation to 
be made, that within fuch a time all wizards fliould depart his dominions, or fuffer 
death for their negleQ:; thefe wicked wretches incited his fubjefts to a rebellion againft 
him, which at length increafed to that degree, that they ran like madmen to the pa¬ 
lace with weapons in their hands to affault their prince. The prudent King having 
timely notice of their motions, retired in great hafte to a fon*s of his, who was at that 
time governor of an adjoining territory, thinking he could be no where fo fafe as under 
his protection, who was indebted to him for his being. The fon feeing his father hotly 
purfued by his mutinous fubjefts, I know not whether through fear of death, or out 
of policy, foon discovered, and delivered him up to their mercy. What could the 
afflided father do upon this occafion, but have recourfe to the holy crucifix which he 
always wore about him, and which had been given him at the font by the prieit that 
baptized him, killing it over and over, and crying out, £t If I mull die through the 
treachery of a fon, ought I not to do the fame on account of my Saviour, who was 
betrayed and died for me ? yes, if I had a thoufand lives I would lay them down all 
for his fake/* This faid, hugging the crucifix clofe in his arms and killing it, he 
yielded down his head to the fatal fteel, which at one ftroke deprived him both of 
head and life. His perfidious fon did not remain long unpunifhed, for foon after, 
being firft deprived of his government, he died miferably. The fame happened to that 
wicked kinfman, and infamous confpirer againft the King of Loango, whp in like man¬ 
ner by a commendable death refigned his breath on account of his endeavours to pro¬ 
pagate the Chriftian faith within his dominions. 

The caufe of my going to Cacongo, was principally the fpiritual comfort of thofe 
poor fouls, and the performance of my duty, but I had likewife a defire to fee the body 
of the former of the two before-mentioned Kings, which was not much reverenced by 
the faid people, but highly refpeCted by me, and which was not difficult for me to find 
it, having been the cuftom there, as with us, to bury their Kings by themfelves. 
That ftrange accident having left fo indelible an impreffion on the mind of the prefent 
King, he had good reafon to defire a trade with the Portuguefe in expectation of their 
affiftance both fpiritual and temporal, which he alfo expe&ed from his good friend and 
ally the count of Sogno. 

To confirm as much as in me lay the good intentions of this King, I had fignified 
to him among other things, that to lay the furer foundation of the Chriftian religion in 

his 


UEROLLa'S VOYAGE TO CONGO. 


m 

his country, I mult defire the favour of him, that either all, or at leaft the chief of 
the magicians and wizards of this kingdom would meet me to defend their opinions, 
and oppofe mine; and if they declined coming on account of ignorance, I defired I 
might exercife my facerdotal power on their charms, and difprove and annul all their 
devices, and thereby {hew that the performances of Chrift’s miniflers are always above 
thofe of the devil’s. 

The fecond confequence to me and all true Catholics was, that by the introducing 
of Chriflianity into that kingdom, the heretics that traded there would be difcoun- 
tenanced and confuted, and not fuffered for the future to make the port of Capinda 
their way to the kingdom of Loango. 

The third good confequence was to the Portuguefe, to whom we have been fo much 
obliged not only in trade, but likewife in matters of religion. 

Ferdinand Gomez prefled me extremely to give the King of Cacongo an anfwer, 
and therein to fignify to him that if His Majefty pleafed he would wait upon him as a 
merchant, and had prepared great variety of merchandize for that purpofe. My 
anfwer was, that if the King fpent feme days in confidering on his anfwer, I had rea- 
fon to ftudy mine many more. His defign, it feems, was to vend his commodities 
aboard, and then fail away without leaving any thing afhore. This the Negroes never¬ 
theless difcovered, and thereupon told him, that if he had a mind to trade for Haves 
in their country, he mull firft land all his merchandize. This honeft man hoped to 
have had his rogueries authorized by me, though he knew it to be ray bufinefs to 
preach nothing but truth and fmcerity. I thought it proper to go and fpeak with the 
King, who refided about eight miles off, to the end he might not think either himfell 
or his fubjefts irapofed upon by me or my acquaintance. Gomez would needs accom¬ 
pany me ; we found the journey extremely troublefome, efpecially I who had been 
fick. From the fea we had a very fteep afcent to make, which obliged me to come out 
of my net, and to walk afoot, but at length through extreme weaknefs I fainted; 
whereupon I was lifted again into the net, and with much ado dragged up the hill. 
This fainting was occafioned by my indifpofition, which never left me, and by the (lender 
provifions we had in the (hip, which confiftedof nothing but horfe-beans, Indian-wheat, 
and flower made of the root of an herb j and yet this man told me before our Fathers 
of Sogno, that his bark was well-provided, efpecially with fweet-meats, though indeed 
I found nothing but big words, and had like to have paid for it with my file. 

When we came to the Mafueca’s houfe, who was the King’s relation, and lived 
about a mile from court, I called him alide, and told him what Gomez had defigned ; 
he feemed very angry, but was neverthelefs foon appeafed by my intermediation. 1 
afterwards afked him ferioufly, if I (hould go to the Banza where the King refided, 
whether he thought His Majelly would be baptized or not. To which he, though a 
pagan, civilly anfwered, that he was certain he would, according to his promife, 
provided that trade were fettled within his dominions with the Whites^ purfuant to 
their contract ; but if that were neglected, the performance of his promife would be 
accordingly procraftinated. “ Away then,” replied I; “go tell your matter, that by 
the help of God I would tranfport myfelf to Loanda in the kingdom of Angola, on 
purpofe to fettle that matter with the Portuguefe governor; and afterwards, if not pre¬ 
vented, I will return hither myfelf, but if 1 cannot, my Father fuperior (hall come and 
baptize your King.” Then turning to Ferdinand Gomez, who flood by me all the 
while, I fpoke to him thus in the prefence of the Mafucca, “ You fee I have ended my 
bufinefs, go you and make an end of yours, and do not endeavour to put tricks upon 
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thefe poor people.” Hereupon he contented himfelf with fix flaves in exchange for his 
goods, and fo prepared for his departure. 

I neverthelefs remained in the Mafucca’s houfe, and towards night an ambaffador, 
with five others, catne to me from the King of Congo. Before their coming I had 
two meflengers from the Mafucca of Angoij, to fignify their mailer’s concern for my 
departure from Capinda without his knowledge. I acquainted them that the reafon of 
my fo doing was, becaufe I had no houfe near the fea to refide in, his being above a 
day’s journey off. I afterwards opened the King of Congo’s letter, wherein he en¬ 
treated me for God’s fake to come and comfort him, many years having palled fince 
he had any Capuchin within his dominions; and his mother Donna Potentiana was 
defirous to fee me, having feveral things to communicate to me for the benefit of 
Chriftianity. Together with the embaffy the King fent a prefent of two Daves, one 
for me, and the other for the Mafucca, for fervices done him. Mine I refufed, and 
yet I never faw him; but afterwards confidering that if I did not accept of him, the 
Mafucca would have both to fell to the heretics, I gave him to Ferdinand Gomez, for 
having given me a flalk of wine for the facrament, and foine other fmall things. Then 
I took leave of the Mafucca of Cacongo, thanking him for his civilities, and bidding 
him to acquaint the King his mailer that I was gone to Loanda to accomplilh what 
His Majefty had commanded. I defired the captain of the Ihip or finack, that if he 
did not meet with me at Capinda, he fliould do his bell to come to the port of Sogni, 
w'hich he did faithfully, being a Venetian, and my countryman, notwithftanding both 
the wind and tide were againft him. For the civilities I had received from the Ma¬ 
fucca, I prefented him with feveral fmall things, in all to the value of about a Dave; 
this I did that he might be the more willing to furnilh me with provifions for my voy¬ 
age. I punctually obferved his orders in fatisfying the people that were to carry me 
over the river, which obliged him fo much, that he procured me feveral companions 
befides the Congo Jans, which made us in all thirteen. 

On the 7th of March 1688, without any farther delay, we fet forth towards Congo, 
and having gone about two days’ journey by land, arrived at the Banza of Bomangoij, 
where, by a correfpondent of the Mafucca, a well-bred man, I was very courteouily 
received and welcomed, as I was by the governor, who received me with fincerity, 
and procured a boat to carry me farther up the river. This voyage was extremely 
irkfome to me through the exceffive heat, the fun being then in Leo, which is the 
time of the rains; and I believe I could never have endured it, had I not been parti¬ 
cularly affifted by Almighty God. A-nights I was obliged to lie afliore on the wet 
ground, continually tormented with a multitude of gnats called Melgos, which rather 
deferved the name of horfe-leeches, for they would never quit their holds till they 
dropped off and burft, and fo rather chofe to lofe their lives than baulk their appetites. 
Or elfe I lay expofed to the air in the canoe, which was a much greater plague. 
All this was nothing to what follows. The Mafucca’s fervant having received his 
money beforehand, would not allow me enough to fubfifl for four daysT, having agreed 
with the reft of the Blacks, who took their turns, to go by land and divert themfelves, 
meeting the boat at the turn of the river, till we came to Borna. As for my interpreter, 
they gave him now and then a little, but I was fain to owe all my fupport to a little 
wine I had by me. The Conghefes fent to me by the King, bid me to have patience, 
for it would not be long before I was in their matter’s dominions, and then I might 
have an opportunity to revenge myfelf on thofe wicked infidels. 

The ifland of Boma'is well Jituated, ‘pretty large, extremely populous, and abounds 
with all manner of fuftenance proper for the climate. It is tributary to the King of 
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Congo, and has feveral final! iflands about it belonging to the count of Sogno. The 
inhabitants do not ufe circumcifion like fome pagans their neighbours, whofe wizards 
circumcife them on the eighth day, not out of any regard to the Mofaical law, but for 
fome wicked ends and purpofes of their own. When our miffioners came to exercife 
their function in the iflands of Sogno, thefe people carry their children to them to bap¬ 
tize, In this they do well, but as to other matters they obferve little or no religion, 
and that I believe chiefly for want of priefts to inftruft them. As foon as they per¬ 
ceived my arrival, the mothers ran like mad women with their children in their arms 
to get them baptized. This the Mani would not neverthelefs permit me to perform, 
till he had known his lord and mailer’s pleafure therein. As we rowed up the canal, 
the lord of the ifland fent to fpeak with me, being ready to receive me not far off, but 
firft let me know that I muff not pretend to touch him, for that he was a true gentile; 
his arms were all covered with great numbers of enchanted iron and brafs hoops, and 
he fuperftitioufly avoided my touching him, for fear they fhould lofe their virtue. When 
I came to him, I found him fitting in a fort of leathern chair under an umbrella; he had 
a fort of linen apron about his middle, and the reft of his body was wrapped about 
in a kind of fcarlet cloak, which having loft both its colour and nap plainly Ihewed its 
antiquity. I alfo fat myfelf down in a little leathern chair, which I carried always 
about with me to hear confeffions. After a little difcourfe I prefented him with fome* 
thing after the cuftom of his country; for if fomething of this kind be not done to the 
prince, a million will not be very like to fucceed. Afterwards this prince having 
afligned me a houfe near to his, I began to baptize the children. 

The prince gave me to underftand, that he had a mind I Ihould baptize a Ihe-flave 
of his, which 1 told him I could not do till I had catechized her; and moreover, that 
after baptifm there were feveral things to be done by her, among which one was, that 
flie muft be forthwith married according to our law, which we enjoined on all the con¬ 
verted pagans in other parts. I was anfwered by one of the ftanders-by, that this wo¬ 
man was not only a Have, but Iikewife miftrefs to their lord, and therefore I ought 
not to infill on the fame from her as another. 1 told him her being a miftrefs was fo 
much the worfe, and bid him acquaint his lord, that I could by no means comply with 
his defires: the prince feeined very much difpleafed at my refufal to baptife his Have, 
but I nevertheless perfifted in my refolutions. 

I baptized many at that time, and thereby not only reaped a fpiritual benefit, but 
Iikewife a temporal one ; for almoft every one brought me fomething or other as a pre- 
fent. Being fcarcely able to Hand on my feet, I turned about to the Mafucca’s fervant, 
and faid to him, “ See what difference there is between your religion and ours; for, 
where yours allows you to be ungrateful, ours enjoins us to give even to thofe that have 
ufed us ill: take, therefore, you, all thefe prefents, and leave me only fufficient to 
fupport me to-night.” According as I had bid him, fo he did; what was left for me 
being only a pot-full of pullet-broth, and a few peafe. Here the cuftom is to have the 
kitchen without doors for fear of firing the houfe, which is but of llraw. My inter¬ 
preter only remained with me, the reft of my companions being gone, fome one way, 
and fome another- As foon as we had prepared my fupper with an addition of two 
eggs, I fell to it heartily: my broth I fupped up, and tailed my peafe, but I had not 
fo done half an hour before I felt thofe pains that people are wont to do with the twill¬ 
ing of the guts: I thereupon lighted a candle, and threw myfelf upon the bed, which 
Teemed much farther from me by reafon of my torments than it really was. What l 
fuffered is only pofftble for them to exprefs that have experienced the torture. Provi¬ 
dence which feldom fails the wretched in extremitv, at laft directed me to a little 
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faalket I had by my bed-fide, wherein I had preferved fome antidotes, for I now began 
to think I was poifoned: amongft the reft there was an elk’s hoof, which 1 took and 
applied, but it did me no good, finding myfelf rather wori'e than before \ for my teeth 
began to be fet, and my fight to be loft; then I had recourfe to a fort of little lemon, 
which I would willingly have put into my mouth at once, but could not by reafon of the 
too ftrait paffage: at laft I found I muft break it, which I did j the firft drop that came into 
my mouth gave me fome eafe j but when I had got the reft of the juice into my ftoroach, 
I began immediately to grow drowfy, infomuch that 1 quickly fell afleep with the lemon 
in my mouth, and hand upon my cheek. How long I continued in that condition 1 
cannot tell. My companions coming, and perceiving me to fie in that pofture, thought 
verily I had been dead, but at length, through the only interceffion of the Virgin, I 
came to myfelf. Then turning about to the Congolans, I cried, “ God forgive ye,” 
and was going to fay more, but found my tongue unable to exprefs any thing but 
broken tones. The occafion of my breaking forth into that expreffion, was on account 
of the poifoning of fix of my order near Bamba, as they were travelling through Congo, 
being the common road from the kingdom of Angola. This way I refolved to avoid, 
for fear the like fate might have happened to me. As for my diftemper, it began to 
work off by vomits, which continued upon me for eight days and nights together; in 
four of which, I had little or no reft, and, befides, brought up whatever I eat. Being 
tolerably recovered, fome fhort time after I was impatient to be gone: for that purpofe, 
I fent to know if my people were in readinefs, but had for anfwer, that the cheft wherein 
the altar and its furniture were kept, was left on the fhore and the canoe gone. It 
feems the lord of that country had fent the night before to the watermen, that if they 
offered to carry me off they fhould lofe their heads. I hereupon fent civilly to that 
prince to fuffer me to procure another boat: his anfwer was, that if I wanted a boat, he 
alfo wanted a cloak, my prefent which I formerly made him not having been fufficient. 
I happened to have two pieces of cotton-cloth by me, which it feems he had been in¬ 
formed of; they were woven in divers colours, and came from Guinea, being a prefent 
to me from Father Francifca da Montelione: one of thefe 1 immediately fent to this 
prince to obtain his favour, which I heard he would not neverthelefs afford me, unlefs 
I fent the other alfo: this I was unwilling to do, alleging I kept it for the fervice of 
God, to which he replied, that the boat was kept for God’s fervice likewife, and, 
therefore, I Ihould not have it. Finding myfelf thus indifpenfably obliged to let him 
have it, I fent it him, and, three days after, he returned me a boat and men. 

Before I continue my voyage on the river, give me leave to acquaint you with fome 
other paffages of this nature which happened in this ifland, and were told me by Fa¬ 
ther Thomas da Seftola our fuperior, which may ferve to confirm what has been related 
before. A certain miflioner coming to this ifland, the Mani or lord feized upon fome 
of the goods belonging to his million j the friar, hereupon, acquainted the count of 
Sogno from whence he came therewith, who immediately fent orders to have the things 
reltored again to the Capuchin, or he would proclaim war againft the Mani: this had 
fo good an effeft, that the goods were forthwith reftored, and the miflioner highly treated 
and prefented. Neverthelefs, to prevent any mifunderftandmg between thefe two princes, 
the before-mentioned black prieft, called Don Francifco, was fent hither, who being of 
the fame colour and country with thefe iflanders, made a good beginning in his holy 
function. Whilft he was one day celebrating mats, the Mani, who Was much more 
devoted to riches than religion, inftead of alfifting at thofe divine myfteries, did nothing 
but gaze upon the prieft’s Chafuble and filver patten; of one he had a fancy to make a 
coat, and of the other a breaft-plate. As foon as mafs was ended, fee very boldly 
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aiked for them: the prudent prieft hereupon anfwered him, that he would very wil¬ 
lingly let him have them, the Capuchins abounding in thofe things, provided he would 
let him have them to officiate with during his ftay there, but he ftole away that very 
night. Whether it was the Mani himfelf, or any other, that defigned me harm, I am 
not able to determine ; but I am certain, that if I had known the foregoing ftoiy, I had 
walked more warily, and given nobody an opportunity to make me undergo fo great a 
danger as I did. 

it may not be here amifs to take notice of two things more relating to the foregoing : 
firft, as to the fmall fort of lemon which I made ufe of as an antidote, it is to be noted, 
that the poifon of thefe parts, which lies chiefly in certain herbs, is not to be expelled 
any other way than by the juice of this fruit, and this is a fecret known to very few. 
As to the poifon in wood, or the like, nought can prevail againft it, but the bark of the 
tree called Mignamigna, as has been hinted at before in the defcription of the plants 
and trees of thele countries. 

Over and above the fix Capuchin miffionaries that were poifoncd at the time of my 
being in Congo, I mult add the like fad fate which had happened to Father Jofeph Maria 
da Seftri, a Genoefe, who, in his way to Sogno, where I then refided, being accom¬ 
panied with about thirty-five perfons fent with him by the count, he went afide to a 
Conghefe city called Incufib : at the time of his departure, he told me that fix had 
been poifoned before him, and he fliould be the feventh. Staying at Incuffo about a 
year, he took what care he could to get into his hands all the implements that had be¬ 
longed to the deceafed miffioners, and which he was commanded to do by the then Fa¬ 
ther fuperior. Whilft he was doing this, he was earneftly req uefted by the'Vicar- 
general Don Michael de Gaftro, a Mulatto, to come to him, profeffing himfelf defirous 
to fulfil the Eafter-duty of receiving the facrament and confeffing, being then an qld man, 
and wanting one to affift him in adminiftering the facraments. The pious Father went 
innocently to wait on him according to his requeft, carrying along with him what things 
he had recovered, propofingto fend them to the fuperior: about four o'clock he got 
fafe to the vicar-generaPs houfe, but, before night, he was taken with fainting fits, and 
died not without a reafonable fufpicion of being poifoned He was no fooner dead, 
but the vicar-general caufed all the people to depart the room where he lay, and then 
proceeding to rip up his bundles, took thence, as we are credibly informed, four filver 
chalices, two confers, with their boats, and two pixs, all of the fame metal, with feveral 
other things, part of which he pretended were given him by the dying millioner, and 
the reft he promifed he would fend to our fuperior at Loanda, but did not. 

I report this from the people that were with Father Seftri, when he died, and who 
told me moreover, that he took a great quantity of treacle without any relief. This 
aftion of the vicar-general hindered his fbnfrom being admitted into facred orders when 
he foliated for it. As foon as the old vicar was dead, the chapter of Loanda thundered 
out one excommunication againft the Ton, then deacon, and the new bifhop another, to 
the end that he might thereby be obliged to reftore what his father had fo unjuftly got; 
all which ferved to little or no purpofe. The old vicar had fix thoufand flaves at his 
command, befides fubjefls, with which he defigned to have forced his fan's promotion 
to the prieft hood, to the end that he might crown him King of Congo, without con- 
fidering whether he could get himfelf to be eiefted, and at that time he was decrepit* 
But 1 mu ft return to give an account of the further progrefs of my journey. 

The fir ft day after I was got over the river, I had a very fteep mountain to go up; 
which being impoffible to do in my net, I was fain to perform it on foot, being fupported 
all the way by two men, by reafon of my weaknefs. We came at length to a village, 
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where I obferved coleworts planted like ours in Europe, brought thither it may be by 
fome miffioners. There are of them in the kingdom of Angola, but they produce no 
feed, and are multiplied by planting the fprouts, growing to a great height. This village 
was called Bungu, where 1 baptifed fifteen children. 

The morning of my departure hence, thofe that had the care of me being gone back 
again, as it is the cuffom in thefe countries to do, being afligned frelli conductors by 
the Mani of the place, they would not flir a foot forwards till they were paid, though 
it be our privilege to travel always at the charge of the town where we came laff. In 
anfwer to their demands I told them, that I was going to wait on their King upon this 
account, and therefore if he would have me to come, he mull bear my charges. They 
replied, in great fury, “ We will be paid,” clapping their hands, and llamping with 
their feet as if they had been mad. This action I confefs made me fmile, whereupon I 
told them, that if they would repeat the fame three times over they ffiould be paid. 
This made them to laugh too, when fhrugging up their fhoulders, and performing what 
I required, they Hooped and took me up. It feems this ridiculous action of theirs was 
to have frighted me into a compliance j but however they were difappointed in the 
manner of procuring it, though they fucceeded in wliat they expefted. 

In my fecond day’s journey I was carried to the city of Norchie, where I baptifed 
one hundred and twenty-fix perfons. This place is the belt fituated of any 1 had 
hitherto feen in Ethiopia. Here the King’s fon met me, being come for that purpofe, 
and I ftaid a day and a half to baptife the people. 

Here, as I underffood, had never yet been any prieff, and that becaufe this town was 
fomewhat out of the road, the people having been ufed to carry their children about fix 
days journey off, to a place where the miffioners commonly refided. The crowd that 
gathered here about me was very great, and the court of the houfe where I was but 
very little, fo that I determined for my greater eafe, to perform my office in the market. 
This the Mani obferving, told me, that if I pleal'ed I might go to the church, which 
was not far off. I was glad to hear there was one, and therefore immediately went to 
it. When I came near it, I perceived it was a pretty large one, and had a great wooden 
crofs Handing before it, which I was glad to fee. Fixing my eyes upon the door of the 
church, I found it was quite different from what others had; whereupon calling to the 
Mani with a great deal of concern, I defired him to caufe it to be opened. But he, 
inffead of gratifying me in my requefl, immediately fled, together with all the reff of 
the company, which were very numerous. Being thus left to my refentments, I clapped 
my foot againff the door, and broke it open, when I faw what I could never have be¬ 
lieved, had it been barely related to me: inffead of an altar there was a great heap of 
fand, wherein was Huck a Hraight horn about five fpans long, and on one fide another 
of a lefier fize. On one part of the wall hung two coarfe Hurts, fuch as I had before 
feen in the kingdom of Angoij. Being afloniihed at this fight, my hair flood an end, 
my tongue cleaved to the root of my mouth, and I began to cry out aloud, enhancing 
the offence as much as poffible, “ Are thefe the effects of the inffructions ye have 
learned from our miffioners ? Is this the fruit of fo much toil and anguifh as has been 
undergone in your converfion ?” with feveral more expreffions of the like nature. I 
deferred adminiffering the facrament of baptifm for fome time, giving for reafon, that it 
was by no means proper to baptife the children of thofe parents that had rejected the 
worflnp of the true God, for that of an abominable idol, fuch as their execrable Caria- 
bemba was, for fo they called their devil. I afterwards told them that I would not flir 
a foot from their town till they had utterly thrown down and deffroyed that temple of 
Idolatry, 
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Retiring to recommend myfelf to God, and to pray for the illumination of his Spirit, 
I faid to myfelf, u If I fhould now dap fire to this building, and bum it down, what 
damage may it not do to the inhabitants, whofe houfes are all adjoining, and moreover 
built with reeds ?” I concluded therefore to execute my pnrpol'e more mildly at my 
return, after 1 had been fee lire of the King’s favour; for fhould I now have done it, I 
might have incurred the fame damage or danger as others have done. Amongft the 
reft. Father Bernard da Savona, a few days before he came to Sogno, was left with his 
baggage, by his conductors, in a large for eft, where, for fear of being torn to pieces by 
wild beafts, he was forced to leave his bundles, and wander alone in great hafte; till at 
laft coming near the fea, he was difeovered by fifliermen, who giving us at the convent 
notice of it, we fent fpeedily out for him, and had him conducted fafe to us. He was 
travelling, on account of his miffion, to Etncaifu in Congo. 

The like misfortune befel Father John Baptift da Malta, as he travelled through 
Bamba; who perceiving himfelf forfaken by the perfons that were to attend him, had 
recourfe to the Father of miracles, the glorious St. Anthony of Padua, for affiftance. 
When he had watched in a tree almoft a whole night for fear of becoming a prey to the 
wild beafts, he heard himfelf all of a fudden called by his name. The poor Father 
thinking fonle of his companions had called him, begged for the love of God to be 
conducted to fome road. A little while after two gentlemen coining by that way with 
fervants, and obferving the Father atone, and fo much mifufed, took him upon their 
own backs, and carried him to the city of Bamba, not fuffering any of their fervants to 
take turns with them, for fear of being deprived of the entire benefit of fo charitable an 
action. The poor Father coming to the vicar of Batnba’s houfe, and being kindly en¬ 
tertained by him, after fome time enquired after his companions; and meeting with them 
not long after, he demanded of them how they could be fo cruel as to leave him alone 
in fuch a foreft. Alfo, why they did not come to affift him when he called to them, 
and they heard him. Their anfwer was, that as for hearing him they took care not to 
do that from their firft leaving him, flying from him as fall as they could, and had not 
been near him iince till then. By their anfwer the Maltefe eafily perceived that it was 
the faint ro whom he had recourfe, that had both called and delivered him. This 
was told me by the faid Father himfelf in our convent at Loanda, in the kingdom of 
Angola. 

I was likewife afraid fuch an accident might have befallen me, as happened to one of 
our order. Father Philip da Salefia, a miflioner into the kingdom of Congo. The ftory 
is this:-—After the death of the pious Don Alvaro King of Congo, a new King was 
chofen, who was no lefs zealous and devout than his predeceflor. This prince putting 
out a proclamation to have all the wizards that fhould be found within his dominions 
burnt, thofe wicked wretches gathering together in the dukedom of Sundi, ftill perfifted 
to exercife their damnable callings in their huts, notwithftanding the prohibition. To 
prevent this, the duke’s forces marched thither in great hafte, carrying along with them 
the aforefaid Father. . Being arrived at the place, they began to fet fire to the huts: as 
foon as the wizards perceived thte flames about their ears, they came out in great fury; 
whereat rhe duke’s people immediately fled, leaving the poor Father to fhift for himfelf. 
The wizards perceiying him alone, foon feized, and murdered, and devoured him, both 
to fatisfy their revenge and appetite. The truth of this was attefted and told us by the 
perfons that fled, who faid, they had obferved it by the light of the blaze of the houfes. 
We were then at our convent in the city of St. Salvador, 

The young prince of Congo, who was about eighteen years old, perceiving I (hewed 
him little refpeft, efpecially after what I had difeovered in the church, having drawn 
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up bis men in order, departed, I was told I had not done well, to Ihew fo little regard 
to their King’s fon, and was therefore defired to fend for him back again. My anfwer 
was, that fince his departure was voluntarily, fo Ihould be his return, for rae j hut 
withal, that if he would come back he fliould be well received. In Ihort, he did come 
back, and at length both he and his were well fatisfied, and tarried with me till nest 
day at noon, when we went all away together. 

Having travelled another day’s journey and a half with the aforefaid prince, we met 
with the King’s uncle, and a relation of his, who had drums, trumpets, and a great train 
of followers. When we came within half a mile of the Banza of Lemba, where the 
King was, I was told I muff not go any nearer till farther order, and therefore was 
forced to remain behind alone with my interpreter. At laft the order came, attended 
with feveral perfons, to bring me to court. When 1 came near the city, I was flopped 
again to wait for the fecretary, who was to receive me there. He prefently came and 
conduced me into the market-place, where the people, almoft innumerable, and divided 
into two choirs, were finging of the Rofary in the Conghefe tongue. At the upper end 
fat the King with a long cloak upon his flioulders, a fatin waiftcoat flriped with filver 
on his back, and his lower parts from the middle were cloathed with a fine veft after 
the mode of the country. Being led up into His Majefly’s prefence, he reached out an 
ivory crucifix a fpan and a half long, on an ebony crofs of a proportionable length, for 
me to kifs. When I had done it, and he had delivered it to a favourite, he would needs 
kifs my crucifix; which he did, and afterwards falling on his knees, received bene¬ 
diction. In the mean-time the people were marching in great order towards the church, . 
whilft the King and I brought up the rear. When I came into the church, after a 
fhort prayer, I went up to the altar, and preached a fermon to them upon thefe words 
of the apoftle to the Corinthians, Ecce tiunc tempus acceptable, ecce nunc dies falutis; 
declaring, that I came amongft them for no other end, than to revive in their hearts the 
love and fear of God, and of his Son Chrift. 

My fermon being ended, I waited on the King back to his palace, where he enter¬ 
tained me lovingly, and gave me a hearty welcome into his dominions. After we had 
fpent fome time together, I took my leave, but His Majefty would needs fee me out of 
the ftreet. His nobles had orders to accompany me farther, for they conducted me to 
a houfe belonging to the King’s uncle, where I was to refide. I mult needs fay I was 
not a little furprized to obferve how punctually thofe lords would come every morning 
wrapped up in their long cloaks, and walking two by two, to receive and conduCt me 
to church, and after mafs march back again with me in the fame order as they came. 

After the reciprocal vifits between the King and me were pretty well over, I one 
day alked His Majefty for what reafon he had fo earned ly and fo often fent for me 
from Sogno. He anfwered, that he might have a prieft and preacher of the holy 
Gofpel within his dominions. “ That I believe,” replied J, “ but I prefume Tour 
Majefty had fome other end.” Though he made me no anfwer to this, yet I could 
eafily perceive he had fome thought thereupon that pleafed him, and that by his finding. 
tc Your Majefty muft give me leave to guefs at it,” replied I, “ and therefore I fancy 
you fent for me to put the crown of Congo upon your head.” Thefe words were fcarce 
out of my mouth, but I heard a great clapping of hands, and humming (which are 
tokens of great joy among thefe people), together with a confufed noife of prating 
among the courtiers, and drums beating, trumpets founding, and other noify inftru- 
ments playing; all which were only grateful to my ears, as they proceeded from plea- 
fure conceived at what I had faid. 
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The Kings of Congo have a bull from Pope Urban VIIL, which gives them leave to 
be crowned by the Capuchin miffioners after the Catholic manner, and which in for¬ 
mer times their firii King was by the faid authority. And afterwards the miffioner, 
Father Januario da Nola, did the fame office for Don Garcia Alphonfo, who was 
crowned in the time of Pope Innocent X. The like were others down to this prefent 
King. I told His Majefty that his election having been by votes, and that in writing, 
by reafon the eieftors lived fo far off, I defired to fee them. He readily complied with 
my requeft, and among the reft I found the count of Sogno's name, which I was glad 
to fee, there having been fome difference formerly between thofe two princes. 

Having gone thus far, my next bufinefs was to procure the regal crown of Congo, 
which had been formerly fent hither by the aforefaid Pope Urban, and remained at 
prdent'in the cuftody of the Portuguefe. It may not be amifs to tell how they came 
by it \ the manner in fhort was this: —Don Garcia II. and feventeeinh Chriftian King 
of this country, being defirous to eftablifh the fucceffion of his throne to his children, 
amongffc other tyrannous actions, extirpated feveral of the chief families of his king¬ 
dom ; and at Iaft, to ihew that he was refolved to die as wickedly as he had lived, 
inftead of invoking the affiftance of heaven in his ficknefs, he had recourfe only to 
wizards, necromancers, and fuch kind of ill-people. Thefe wretches bearing a more 
than ordinary hatred to the then prince Don Alphonfo, as well knowing and fearing 
that if they fullered him to come to the crown, he would not only perfecute, but banifli 
them, poffeffed the mind of his Tick father, that to make his way the fooner to his 
dominions, he had defigned to poifon him. 

Garcia thereupon blinded by tlieir fubtilties, immediately declared his fon unworthy 
of his throne, and confequently got him murdered, recommending for his fticceffor 
Don Antonio L his fecond fon. Not long after Garcia died, in the twenty-firfl year 
of his reign, leaving his fon Antonio to fucceed him: but nobody can imagine the 
wickednefs of his reign ; befides the murder of his brother, wherein he was not a 
little concerned, he put to death all his relations. He caufed his wife to be murdered, 
giving out, though falfely, that fhe was guilty of adultery; and afterwards married a 
near kinfwoman, whom he had formerly been in love with, againfl all law and reafon. 
Then he proceeded to extend his cruelty towards her relations, as unjuftly as he had 
done towards his own. Thus began the reign of that monftrous tyrant Don Antonio, 
who having fcaree wrapped himfelf in his purple, dyed it in fear let, and became ab¬ 
horred and hated by the Portuguefe and Whites, who having fignified their diflike to 
his practices, and which coming to his ears, he vowed he would fpeedily have them 
beat and whipt out of his dominions. 

To effeft this, confiding more in his multitudes, than their knowledge in military 
affairs, he raffed a prodigious army of nine hundred thoufand men; the truth whereof 
I know not whether it may be queffioned by the reader; but besides my own, I have 
the authority of Father Cavazzi for it, who in his fecond book* p. 286, and eighth 
book, p. 868, affirms the fame thing. Moreover it may appear credible, if we confider 
the exceffive largenefs and popaloufnefs of thefe countries, as likewife that all this King's 
fubjedls are not only obliged, but accuftoined voluntarily to follow him to the w^rs at 
his leaft command. 

Before this army marched, the King was advffed by Father Francis de St. Salvador, 
his chaplain and relation, not to hazard the lives of fo many poor flaves, againfl: fo 
warlike a people as the Portuguefe. This friar had received the habit of our order 
from Father Giacinto da VetraJIa} he was a learned man, and was admitted by order 
of the facred college. 
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The King not caring to hearken to his chaplain’s advice, the army marched agamfl: 
the Portuguefe. On the very firft day of their march, the heavens let down fuch a 
deluge, as one would have thought fufficient to have drowned all ./Ethiopia, and mourned 
ill thunder for the dreadful flaughter that was to enfue. The good friar perceiving the 
difpleafure of heaven, renewed his former petition and advice to the King. “ Obferve,” 
quoth he to the King, “ thefe drops are as fo many tongues, that exhort you not to 
fight againft the Whites; and thefe claps of thunder are lb many groans, that good 
heaven fends forth for the woeful effects of your obftinacy.” The haughty King never- 
thelefs perfifted in his refolution and marched forwards: when at length, llepping afide 
a little way from his army, with a few followers, to repofe himfelf, behold a dreadful 
tiger, as it were for a fecond warning, leaped fuddenly out of a forefl, and ran full 
drive at him. Father Francis, who never went from the King’s fide, feeing this, drew 
out a fcymitar he had at his girdle, and oppofing the furious beaft, at one ftroke cleft 
him in two. The King, little moved at this afltion of his preferver, rather attributed 
his fafety to magic, than to his kinfman’s valour. 

The Portuguefe being refolved to find thofe mines of gold which the Moci-Congo- 
lans had fo long promifed, and itill delayed to difcover to them, got together about 
four hundred brave Europeans, with near two thoufand Blacks their Haves, and lodged 
themfelves in the marquifate of Pemba, where they not long after were affaulted by 
above eighty thoufand ./Ethiopians. The Portuguefe, though they faw their enemies 
march as thick as locufts, and though they themfelves were but a handful in com- 
parifon of them, and had but two pieces of cannon, yet were they not dilheartened, 
even when they faw them encompafs and fur round them. The Capuchin placed him- 
felf in his veftments between the two armies, endeavouring to make peace, which 
was approved of by the Portuguefe. But the obftinate King would not hearken to 
his mediation, but forthwith gave the fignal of battle, and feeing a woman with a child 
in her arms, fuppofed to be the Virgin Mary, Handing by the Portuguefe general, he 
Ihewed her to his men, alluring them of viftory, becaufe the Portuguefe had the 
impediment of their women with them. Then began the fhot to fly like hail from 
the Portuguefe guns, efpecially from two pieces of cannon they had, which made fuch 
a dreadful flaughter among the Blacks, that one part of the army giving way, the 
other was not long before it followed. In Ihort, the Portuguefe got the victory; 
which the proud King perceiving, he thought to fecure himfelf behind a huge rock ; 
which being overthrown by a cannon ball, buried and killed both the King and his 
chaplain, the good friar. Thofe few that faved themfelves by flight, left neverthelefs 
behind them all the baggage, with the King’s utenfils of pure gold. Now becaufe this 
memorable flaughter was chiefly occafioned by gold, the natives have never fince cared 
to dig it for fear of lofing their country and becoming flaves thereby. 

The head of the dead King was immediately lopped off by the conquerors, who 
carried it to Loanda, together with the crown and fceptre. There they buried it, the 
whole chapter affifling at the obfequies. This battle, commonly looked upon to have 
been miraculous, I myfelf have feen painted upon the wall of the church of Our 
Lady of Nazareth, where the head is buried j and have alfo had it related to me, after 
the manner as I have told it, by a Portuguefe captain that was prefent at it. He alfo 
.old me, that after the battle, while they were in purfuit of the enemy, he happened 
to come into a houfe where he faw two breafts of meat roafting by the fire. Having 
driven out the people, aco.rdiiig to the military cuftoin, and being exceedingly hungrv, 
he fell to taking tiiein ofl the fpit ? but had no fooner touched them than he perceived 
them to be man s flefh. By this may be feen, that though generally fpeaking there he 
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no Anthropophagi (man-eaters) in Congo, yet the neceftiues of war drove the people 
to great lhifts in this marquifate. 

The Portuguefe did not pretend to any right to the crown of Congo, having been 
fent by the pope, though they had taken it in war, but faid, they were ready to refign 
it whenever they {hould be fo required. Now, becaufe by the death of Don Antonio, 
fo many diforders arofe, and every one thought it his right to command rather than 
duty to obey; thence enfued innumerable (laughters and great deftru&ion. I propofed 
to the King to go with his army and take poffeflion of St. Salvador, a city where for¬ 
merly his anceftors refided, whence he might fend an ambaffador for the crown and 
fceptre to the governor of Loanda, without a letter, and through the province of Pemba, 
for otherwife he might be hindered by the duke of Bamba his enemy: and if he hap¬ 
pened to be flopped by thofe people, he (hould have orders not to tell them he was an 
ambaffador, left they (hould detain and put him to death, which, inftead of preventing 
mifchief, would caufe more. The King hearkening attentively 10 all 1 faid, after I had 
ended my propofition, turned about to his relations and friends, and fpoke after this 
manner: “ The Father,” fays he to them, “ knows all meaning, that I had dif- 
covered the defigns of the ^Ethiopians ; and adding moreover, that he approved of my 
propofal, but that it could not be well put in execution till the corn was off the ground; 
hut as foon as harveft was in, he promifed that he would march with his troops to St. 
Salvador, to grub up the woods, and take poffeflion thereof, together with the lands 
and habitations thereabouts. In times pad, that city had been the metropolis and 
capital of Congo, where the King refided with his court. There alfo lived a bifliop 
and his chapter, a college of Jefuits, and a monaftery of our order, all maintained at 
the coft of the Kin g of Portugal. In our convent always refided the Father-fuperior 
of our order in thefe parts. But fince, through frequent wars, both this city, and the 
country about it, was become a den of thieves and robbers. 

Without this city is the Pombo, or great market, built by the Giaghi, where man’s 
fle/h was accuftomed to be fold like to that of jheep and oxen. The Portugal mer¬ 
chants, who refided here in great numbers on account of traffic, refufed to buy this 
ilefli, and rather chofe to have the (laves alive, whereby to fill their purfes with gold, 
than to have their bellies Huffed with fuch barbarous food; and, on this account, they 
pretend they have a licence to buy (laves, which however they could never produce to 
this day. The Giaghi above-mentioned are the moll barbarous people in nature, of 
whom, or of the converfion of the Queen of Singa, I (hall not treat, becaufe that 
fubjeft is handled at large by Father Francis Moria Gioja of Naples. 

I told the King likewife,' I would go to Sogno, and expert the return of the fmack 
from Loango, and therein tranfport myfelf to Loanda. I advifed him not to let Auguft 
pafs before he difpatched his ambaffador, alluring him he (hould no fooner arrive at 
Loanda, but have all the rqfped paid him which was due to his minifter; and the pre- 
fent Portuguefe governor being almoft out of his time, would deliver the crown for a 
fmall prefent, which perhaps another would not; and that the Father fuperior and I 
would crown him, which being done with the Portuguefe confent, none would dare to 
queftion it. 

I then a(ked two favours of His Majefty; firft, that he would pleafe to pardon a cer¬ 
tain rebel that had caufed himfelf to be proclaimed King of Congo, but was now a 
fugitive in the dominions of Sogno, and that ever fince his army had been routed by that 
of His Majefty; I requefted him likewife not only to forgive him, but alfo to afford 
him the government of fome city, palfing my word that he (hould prove an obedient 
and loyal fubjett for the future. The King gave his word prefently that he would do 
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all I defired; but I not caring to trail altogether to that, caufed him to give me his 
oath upon the crucifix to perforin it, to the end the criminal might not afterwards be 
difappointed and punilhed. My other requell was, that His Majelty would reftore to 
the count the country of Chiovachianza, to the end that having that prince for his 
friend, as well as the Portuguefe, he might reign fecure for many years. This, likewife, 
without any fcruple, he confented to. 

How little realbn I had to alk any favour on behalf of the aforefaid rebel, may ap¬ 
pear by what follows:—This mock-king, Don Garcia (for fo was his name), coming 
to vifit a miflioner of our order, one Francis Michael da Torino, then in the city of 
Cuffu in Congo, after he had been very courteoufly received by him, and whilft the 
Father and he were talking together, a fire fuddeniy broke out in the church : the 
mock-king foon perceiving it, immediately ordered all his followers to do what they 
could to extmguilh it, which yet gained fo far upon them, that in a Ihort time not only 
the church was burnt to the ground, but the family or vcllry. Don Garcia feemed 
extremely concerned, which neverthelefs was all but feigned, he having been the con¬ 
triver of all, as I was afterwards told by Father Michael, who by a ftratagem got it out 
of one of the followers, that Don Garcia made the wifp of ftraw himfelf, and giving it 
to one of the Negroes, ordered him to fire the church. This he did to make his zeal 
appear the more by his endeavours to quench the fire, not thinking the flames would 
have increafed as they did. As a reward for this great diligence of his, he was forth¬ 
with excommunicated by the faid miflioner, who foon after departed that country. Don 
Garcia not long afterwards coming to Sogno, was abfolved of his fault by my com¬ 
panion F. Benedict, upon his repentance. 

Whilft I continued in Lemba, which was about twenty days, the church was very 
much frequented: at day-break, the third part of the Rofavy was fung by thofe that 
were going journeys, efpecially by the women who went to work in the fields: three 
hours .after, the fame was performed by the better fort of people, adding moreover the 
faints’ Litany ; and fometimes, as often as ever I could, I faid mafs: at night was fung 
the other part of the Rofary, together with the Litany of our Lady. This prefent year 
they kept Lent fifteen days before ours, by reafon they regulated it according to the 
courfe of the moon, but which they did not let me know for fear I lhould put it off 
fifteen days longer ; they neverthelefs obferved the ordinary courfe of forty days. To 
prevent my coming to know the conclufion of it, the Saturday before they came to me 
with an amufement, faying, “ If Your Reverence hears a great fhooting and fhouting 
to-morrow morning, you muft know it is on account of fome new acquifition added to 
our King’s dominions.” I could not but believe them, though I knew what they fpoke 
of happened the night I came into the city •, for then the Marquis of Mattari entered in 
triumph for having fubdued two princes, whofe dominions bordered on the kingdom of 
Micocco ; and the fame night the faid marquis came to give gae welcome, looking upon 
my arrival as a good omen. The next morning, according to my information, whilft 
we were in the faints’ Litany, I heard a great firing of inulkets, beating of drams, found¬ 
ing of trumpets, and other noifes of various inftruments. “ God forgive you,” cried 
I, “ for having thus impofed upon me: if I had but known that your Lent was at an 
end, I could have bleffed the palms laft Sunday, and all lhould now have been done 
that was neceflary for a preparation for Eafter: neverthelefs, I have that charity as to 
dilpenfe my bleflmgs to all fuch as have obferved this holy time faithfully.” 

The mentioning of Micocco puts me in mind of a memorable ftory told me hy the 
tuperior Father Thomas de Seftola, concerning a certain miflioner who travelled into 
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this country, and, after having baptized about fifty thoufand fouls, died there. His 
name I have forgot, but the particulars of his labours are known to all. 

This perfon would needs go to wait on the King of Micocco, by whom having been 
courteoufly and kindly received, he began to treat with him about introducing the Chrif- 
tian religion into his dominions. At the very fir ft propofal, the King ffiewed an in¬ 
clination to believe that was the true faith which the miflioner propofed, and, confe- 
quentlv, offered to be baptized j the prieft told him, that before he could admit him to 
the font, he muft fubmit to be catechifed: he feemed very willing to comply with what 
was required, and, after having been well inftrufted, prepared himfelf to receive bap- 
tifin ; when all of a fudden a thought came into his head, fuggefted no doubt by the 
devil, which he delivered after this manner: “ father, before I am baptized, I would 
beg two favours of you, which you muft not deny me ; and they are, firft, to grant 
me half of your beard; and, fecondly, to afford me a fucceffor from your loins, tor 
which purpofe I will caufe all my women to be brought before you, to the end you 
may choofe her you like beft: we are all mortal you know,” proceeded he, “ and, 
therefore, if you thould either die, or take a fancy to leave us, who fliall fupport or 
maintain the new religion which you have planted among us? do what purpofe fhoula 
I fubmit to entertain a new law, if I have no profpedt ot its continuance; grant there¬ 
fore that I may have a fon of your body, who, poffeffmg his father’s rare qualities, may 
be a means toVanfmit this do&rine morefecurely to pofterity. I muft beg of you not 
to refufe me, for I cannot confent to be baptized, if you do. The modeft Father was 
much furprized, and fmiling, anfwered, “ That the ftrangenefs of his requeft was fo 
extraordinary, that he could neither gratify him in one nor the other of his defires. 
The King’s reafon for his firft requeft was, only that he might lay up the hair, and 
Jhew it upon occafion to have belonged to the introducer of the Chrifhan religion into 
hfc country; and who knows but his fobjeas, out of blind zeal, might have worflupped 
it ? The fecond needs 110 explaining. It is certain we have been always exceeding 
cautious how we let the Negroes have any thing from us, that they might probably pay 
adoration to. As concerning the before-mentioned bull, called by the Conghefes of 
the bleffed facrament, and their lighting candles when they open it, the Poituguefe 
nuncio was acquainted with it, and anfwered, that that venerable effigies being on it, the 
people might be permitted in their fimplicity to worfhip it. , 

When 1 had been about eight days at Lemba, 1 was feized with a double tertian 
ague and moreover broke out from the navel upwards in fo many boils and fcabs, 
that I had not the leaft reft either night or day. But my greateft trouble was, the want 
of an interpreter to adminifter the facrament of penance, which I had not provided, 
becaufe the letters fent me were well writ, and the language good. I he fecretary was 
old, arid a boy I had w with me too young to be trufted with conteffions. Whilit 1 was 
thus fick, I was not only frequently vifited by the King himfelf, but he would hkewife 
fend every fix hours to know how I did ; the Queen alfo, and the infanta DonnaMo- 
nica fent often to enquire after my health, and withal prefented me with feveral re r rein- 
ments. Having a mind to be let blood, the King's uncle would needs do that omce 
for me not caring to truft any body elfe, which he performed with that mcenefs that 
I fca- ce folt the lance enter my vein this, with the help of a certain purge I brought 
from Venice, did me a great deal of good. Being fomewhat recovered of my mdif- 
pofirion 1 forthwith refolved to be gone, and in order thereto made the King acquainted 
with mi intentions: he feemed much difpleafed, but notwithftanding, perceiving my 
reflations, was fain to acquiefce. I told him I did not intend to go by the way of 
Boma for feveral reafons, but defigned to go by Sogno, to the end 1 might meet with 
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the fmack if I could poflibly; I begged of him he would fend fome of his people along 
with me to conduit me as far as Chiova, a country belonging to Sogno, or to Zariam- 
bala, an ifland of the fame dominions. His anfwer was, that he would willingly com- 
ply with any reafonable requeft of mine, but much wondered at my fo fudden depar¬ 
ture, efpecially if I defigned to go without taking leave of his mother. I told His 
Majefty, that the reafon I had not hitherto done it, was on account of my indifpofition, 
of which I was but juft then recovered, but that I defigned to wait on her, God willing, 
that very night. Purfuant to my promife I went not long after towards Her Majefty's 
court, and at my fir ft entrance I met two fervants with torches, in the fecond room 
two more with four fervants, and two in the third with more attendants, it being night; 
they introduced me into the Queen's prefence, whom I found fitting wrapped up in a 
cloak, which was Mkewife thrown under her arm, having nothing but her fmock under 
it, and her daughter fitting on a carpet by her. After having addreffed myfelf briefly 
to her by way of taking leave, file ftarted up in a paflion, and fetting her hands to her 
fides, faid, “ What will the world fay, if, after having obtained a minifter of the Gofpel 
with fo great difficulty, we fliould part with him fo eafily ? No, no, it mult not be; 

I will fpeak to the King my fon, that he by no means lhall fuffer you to go.” t( Ma¬ 
dam,” replied I fmilingly, “ if Tour Majefty has done me the honour to buy me, 
"I defire to know in what- Pombo or market it was, and what you gave for me, that 1 
may reftore the price to you, with thanks, for begone I mult.” The hearing of this 
caufed no fmall laughter in the company, efpecially in the Queen herfelf. I added 
further, “ If I am not fuffered to tranfport inyfelf to Loanda, how can I pretend to 
bring about what I have promifed, and you fo earneftly defire ?'* This laid, I was 
immediately difmiffed. The name of this Queen was Donna Fotentiana, her nature 
agreeing therewith, having always endeavoured to be powerful, and a great enemy to 
the Queen-dowager Donna Anna, and to Donna Agnes another Queen. Thefe three 
women have often put this poor kingdom into a flame, each having defired to have 
her hu fliand crowned, and for that purpofe did all feparately endeavour to get a Capu¬ 
chin miflioner among them, which has occafioned the death of fo many priefts, and 
made our fuperior not very ready to let any mifiioners go to Congo. 

Being juft upon fetting out on my journey, the King offered me a prefent of flaves, 
whidi 1 refufed, telling His Majefty that we had more than fuflicient in our convent at 
Sogno; I neverthelefs accepted one to wait on me during my journey, though I had 
thirteen at home whom I employed in the fervice of the church, and in that of thofe 
that came to vifit us. His Majefty feeing I had refufed his offer of flaves, refolved to 
fend fome people to accompany me, which indeed I defired, among whom were two of 
his relations, to the end that I might be the better received wherever I came. Over and 
above the two things formerly mentioned, I requefted two favours more of the King, 
and they were, firft, that I might have leave to level that obfcene and facrilegious 
place before-mentioned, if it were yet in being, where fo many forceries and villainies 
had been pra&ifed. And fecondly, that I might take away the banners from the 
burial-places in the fields, being both fuperftitious and blameable. Having obtained 
thefe my demands, I took my leave of His Majefty and departed. 

When we were got as far as the river which bounds the kingdom of Congo that way, 
my companions and followers being many, fome armed with guns, and others with 
long pikes, after the manner of the country, by reafon we had no boats on that fide, 
we made figns to the inhabitants of the other to come and fetch us over in their canoes. 
When this was done, our people called three affemblies among themfelves, I not being 
able to guefs at the conclufions of either, though I partly thought that the reafon muft 
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have been, either that they were afraid of being rendered fofpected by coming armed, 
or elfe that they did not care to venture themfelves in the dominions of Sogno, out of 
a diftruft they had of the people. At laft three canoes came over, but not near fuffi- 
cient to tranfport all of us; into one of thefe having put me with my interpreter, they 
promifed they would foon follow, but were worfe than their words; for leaving me 
to the mercy of the winds and tide, they went their ways j and having reached the 
other fide of the river, the Mani of the place propofed to me to flay there all night 
to baptife fome children, and next morning I fhould be going as early as I pleaded 
onwards of my journey. This propofal was not at all difp leafing to me, efpecially 
fince I had a more than ordinary defire to fee whether the Congheie people would fol¬ 
low me or not; thofe two that were of the King’s relations having promifed me that 
they would conduct me as far as our convent in the Banza of Sogno. As foon as 
morning came, the Mani thundered in my ears, that if I would needs be gone I mull 
unloofe my purfe-firings before I entered the boat again. “ With all my heart,” quoth 
I, although I had already fatisfied thofe watermen that brought me over. <c Tell me,” 
faid I, “ how much you demand, and you lhall have it.” “ Fifteen Libonchi,” replied 
he, which are about ten Roman Giulios. When I was about to pay him what he 
demanded, he cried he mull have thirty Libonchi, having been millaken before. 
« There are thirty for you,” anfwered I, which having laid down, up Harts a fellow 
and cries, “• It is a fign the Mani has not been very converfant in waterage, fince he 
takes thirty for what he Ihould have three fcore.” “ Be they ten times as much I will 
pay them,” replied I, “ fince once paying goes for all.” This faid, I laid down the 
full of what they demanded, and went into the boat. Towards night, when I thought 
we were got near the land of Sogno, I difcovered ail ifland where the watermen imme¬ 
diately run alhore. I was not landed when a monftrous fellow, with a countenance 
like to a great ugly wizard, came up to me, and told me in a haughty tone, that he 
had orders from the fecretary of Congo to bring me alhore. “ How can that be,” 
replied I, “ when I left the fecretary of Congo in Congo myfelf; how then Ihould he 
come here r” “ I fay,” replied he, “ the fecretary of the kingdom'of Congo requires 
your prefence.” Now it Teems the Mani of this place laid claim to that title. I an¬ 
fwered then this proud melfenger, “ Pray tell the fecretary your mailer, that I defire 
to be excufed from waiting on him, being not well, and befides going to Sogno for 
recovery of my health.” He came a fecond time, and more importunately than before 
commanded me to come alhore; whereupon I defired him with that meeknefs that 
became me to acquaint his lord that I was a milfioner, and, though unworthy, fuperior 
of the million into Sogno, being juft come from Congo, where I had three hundred 
armed men afligned me by the King Simantamba for fafe conduct, all whom I had 
neverthelefs fome time fince parted with, for the truth whereof I appeal to the water¬ 
men that brought me. The Mani or fecretary hearing this, called for the watermen 
10 inform himfelf of the truth, who attefting what I faid, he then fent for a Sognefe 
to fee if he knew me, who confirming what he had heard before, he immediately 
difpatched away this Mufcilongo or Sognefe to me, to beg ol me for God’s fake 
that I would come to him; or that if I fo pleafed, he would come in perfon to fetch 
me, excufing himfelf for having fent fo faucy and ill-bred a melfenger at firft, 
who having exceeded his orders fhould be furely punilhed. “ This language is fome- 
thing like,” quoth I, “ and fince he entreats me for God’s fake, in God’s name will 
I go to him.” Then after having recommended myfelf to the protection of the Al¬ 
mighty, I went a-fhore. The Mani gave me to underftand that he would come forth- 
with to pay me a vifit, but I defired the perfon that brought me the meffage, to 
vol. xvi. r f ‘ acquaint 
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acquaint his mafter that betimes in the morning I would wait on him without giving 
him the trouble of incommoding himfelf by a night-vifit to me. He treated me with 
a goat, fruit, and a pot of the country-wine, together with a flalk of brandy, mixed 
like a julep, which I could not imagine how he could get, and for the thirty Ubonchis 
I had paid his fubjeCts, he reftored me fixty. The fame hour of my arrival I began 
to baptize near a boufe where the miftrefs was a-bed. In the court of this houfe were 
planted feveral gourds with leaves like unto ours, but the fruit was green and pulpy, 
and of an excellent tafte. This court being not well able to contain the great con- 
courfe of people that thronged thither, they mult neceffarily exceedingly trample the wo¬ 
man's ground ; Ihe began to bawl out therefore as if lhe were mad, but the people tak¬ 
ing little or no notice of her, crowded rather the clofer. Whilft I was adminiftering the 
holy facrament of baptifm, this woman cried out with greater vehemence than before, 
which caufed me to hold out my ftaff to her, wherewithal fupported myfelf, being fcarce 
able to Hand, to make her quiet, not knowing at that time that fhe was the real miftrefs 
of the houfe: when ihe, either taking that fign for a threat, a thing always abhorred by 
me, or elfe moved by fome other wicked defign, catched up a fpade angrily, and fell 
to digging round her ground where the people were (an aaion always fuperftitioufly 
obferved by them), without any body fo much as lpeaking a word againft it: after lhe 
had fo done, lhe began to bawl out again as if fhe had been bewitched. I perceiving 
her to perfift in her obftinacy, made the fame fign to her as before to be quiet, where¬ 
upon lhe immediately run as hard as lhe could drive to call a witch to bewitch me: as 
lhe ran along, lhe cried to herfelf, “ What, lhall a ftranger thus abufe a native ? Mull 
I be drove out of my own houfe by I know not who ? No, no, if 1 cannot get him 
away by fair means, I will have his foul out of his body by foul." She foon after ap¬ 
peared again, bringing along with her a witch and a fcholar of hers. As foon as the 
people were gone, thefe two laid themfelves down on the ground, leaning againft a 
wall. _ I knew them well enough to be what they were by the fafliion of their clothes i 
on their heads they had a piece of cloth folded round like a turban, fo that one eye 
was only to be feeh; with this the old witch looked ftedfaftly upon me for fome time 
grumbling after a brutifli manner to herfelf all the while: then with her hand lhe pro* 
ceeded to fcrape a fmall hole in the ground; at the fight of this I immediately ordered 
my interpreter to be gone, being more concerned for him than myfelf; for as a prieft that 
had always trufted in God, I doubted not but to render her charms ineffectual as to 
myfelf. I commanded the devil that he fhould not come near, but lhe little regarding 
what 1 did, went on with her forceries. I ordered the evil fpirits a fecond time to be 
gone, which lhe perceiving, giving her fcholar a lufty flap on the fece, lhe bid her be¬ 
gone and leave her alone: at my third command lhe departed alfo, but returned next 
morning betimes, praftifing over her devililh arts as before. I refolved not to Hand 
long in one place, thereby to avoid the defign lhe had upon me to bewitch me to death 
that having been the reafon of her making a hole in the earth. It feems their cuftom 
is, that when they have a mind to bewitch any one mortally, they put a certain herb 
or plant into the hole they have fo dug; which, as it periflies and decays, fo the vigour 
and fpirits of the perfon they have a defign upon will fail and decay. I propofed to 
myleli to fpend my time in baptizing, till the watermen that belonged to my boat re¬ 
turned to me j but it fo happened that I had done all that I had to do before any one of 
them came. I then went down to the river-fide a little way diftant, whither the witch 
followed me : when I had gone down thrice, endeavouring all along to avoid her, and 
finding I could not, I fat me down by the water-fide in expectation of the watermen's 
coming : this the hag perceivmg, lhe likewife fquatted herfelf down over againft me. 
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The people being curious to know what would be the event of this conteft, had hid 
themfelves in an adjoining field of millet, which grew about ten or twelve hands high, 
winch I knew nothing of. Whilft I was thus fitting, and obferving that vile wretch fo 
near me, it put me in mind of the faying of the wife man, Mulier nequam plaga mortis: 
a wicked woman is a deadly wound. Then I addrefied myfelf to God, faying, “ O 
Lord, thecaufeis thine, thy honour lies at flake, and fo much the rather by reafon 
that the inhabitants of this ifland are but very little acquainted with thee ! As for me, 
I am but a jpoor worm in refped of thy majefty: do thou work in me, for without 
thee I can do nothing.” This faid, I commanded her once more, in the name of the 
bleffed Trinity and the holy Virgin, to be gone, and withal blowing gently towards her, 
lhe all of a fudden giving three leaps, and howling thrice, fled away in a trice. The 
fwiftnefs of her motions were fo extraordinary, that they were wondered at by all that 
law them, and thought impoffible to be performed by any human power. When the 
witch began to fly, the people came forth of their holes, and, running after her with 
feveral reproachful exclamations, cried out, ** T. he devil is fled and the piieft not 
moved: the devil take all witches and witchcraft.” I being furprifed at the hearing of 
fo great a number of voices in my favour, gave immediate thanks to the fupreme Dif- 
poler of all things, and more efpecially when I heard them cry further, “ God prol- 
per Chriftianity! God profper Chriftianity! 

Soon after the watennen appeared, whom I thought to have hid themfelves likewife 
as the others had done, but it feems they had not: I gave them all the good words I 
could, that they might go off prefently, which they did not long after. The fecond 
night after our leaving this place, we came to the ifland of Zariambola belonging to 
Sogno, where I thought myfelf fecure: as I went up the canal, before I landed, I met 
with a nephew of the count’s, whom I acquainted that I was juft come from Congo 
with good news for the country of Sogno. This was not fpoken to a deaf perfon, for 
it was immediately carried to the count’s ears. Next morning the Mani of the place 
pretended that he would provide me another boat to tranfport me farther, but, after a 
good deal of time loft, none appeared. It was my good fortune that the aforefaid re¬ 
lation of the count’s happened to return again that way, who perceiving that I had been 
made a fool of and abufed by the Mani, fell into a great paflion, and, kicking againft 
the ground, began to reprove him after this mannerj “ Is it thus that you behave your- 
felf in my uncle’s bufinefs ? I will take care that, as foon as I get to Sogno, you fiiall 
be fure to be deprived of your government.” The Mani began to excufe. himlelt, 
affirming that he had affigned me a fufficient number of watermen, and that, if I were 
not gone, it muft have been their fault. Coming to an anchor afterwards about mid¬ 
night in the port of Pinda, my boat’s crew fled, not giving me an opportunity to re¬ 
turn their kindnefs. I then landed, and went ftraightway to our convent. Next morning 
the count, with a greater attendance than ordinary, came to fee and welcome me home. 
As foon as I faw him, 1 broke forth into thefe words, “ Did not I tell Your Excellency, 
that if I could not well accomplifli my million by land, I would do it by water ? 
"When he, without anfwering me a word, fell down immediately on the ground to kifs 
my feet, which he would needs do, though 1 hindered him all I could, and my bre¬ 
thren that were then prefent much wondered at it. Being much alhamed of what he 
had done, I prefently lifted him up, and we afterwards ftepped afide to difcourfe of the 
particulars of my expedition. I acquainted His Excellency with what had paffed be- 
iween me and Don John Simantamba, concerning the reftoring of Chiovachianza. He 
feemed very well pleafed with the news, and laid, that was what he had moft defired. 

I then advifed him to re-eftabliili Don Garcia, who at that time lived within his domi- 
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nions. Which counfel of mine he readily agreed with, having been all along hitherto 
forced to maintain him at his own charge, and contrary to his inclinations, only through 
policy. As foon as our private difcourfe was at an end. Father Andrew da Pavia, one 
of the two miffioners that I had left behind me, told me, that there was a Dutch fliip 
ready to fet fail for Loanda, and that, if I thought fit, I might take that opportunity 
to carry fo much good news to our fuperior there, and the governor. To which I an- 
fwered, that 1 did not much care to go fo quickly to fea again, defiring rather to repofe 
myfelf till the return of the fmack from Loango, according to my promife given the 
commander thereof. Hereupon Father Andrew undertook himfelf what I refufed, and 
in order thereto took leave of the count that very minute. Making this voyage in a 
Dutch Ihip, which are commonly pretty good failors, he returned to us again in lefs 
than a month's time. Having brought the news to the governor, he faid, he embraced 
him heartily, and told him, he could never have wilhed for any thing better, fince 
the way would probably be now opened to Congo, to the great benefit of the 
Portuguefe. 

In confirmation of this I mull further add, that when I was going a fecond time to 
Sogno from Loanda, as I was taking leave of the governor, he earneftly recommended 
to me to procure leave from the count for the Portuguefe to trade with his dominions. 
When the farmers of the King’s revenue that flood by, anfwered, “ A free trade with 
Sogno can fignify little or nothing to us, that country being like a large tree, where 
nothing is to be met with but branches and leaves; when a voyage to Congo would 
furnifh us not only with leaves, but fruit. 

Lobo, the late governor of Loanda, whilft he was in office, acquainted the royal 
chamber, that he defired to have the crown of Congo in his poffeffion but whatever 
diligence was made ufe of for that purpofe, it could by no means be found. Then he 
commanded a new one to be made of filver gilt, to the end that when the Conghefe 
ambaflador came for it, he might have it ready to give him. The King of Portugal 
coming to the knowledge of the crown's being loft, writ both to the bifhop and go¬ 
vernor, that they fhould make it their bufinefs to find out in whofe hands it was laft, 
and punifh him as if he had ftolen it. Father Andrew, through the fhort warning he 
had of his journey, was not able to give any account when the Conghefe ambaflador 
was to arrive; but afterwards, at the return of the fmack from Loango, I going to 
Loanda in it, acquainted the governor that it would be in the month of Auguft. Au- 
guft came, yet no ambaflador appeared, which made us miffioners not a little concern¬ 
ed, having given out every where that he would certainly come then. 

A little after, meeting with fome Negroes newly come from Congo to this city, they 
informed us that they had met the ambaflador on the road with a great retinue^ The 
Sognefe ambaflador being like wife in this city at that time, to congratulate the bifhop’s 
accefs to the bifhopric, had information that he was flopped by the Duke of Bamba’s 
orders, as he came through his dominions, that prince having been always an enemy to 
Congo, on account of his pretences to that crown, founded on his defcent from Donna 
Anna, one of the before-mentioned rival-queens. The Portuguefe were fatisfied with 
his fending, and all things had taken effe£L, but for fome troubles that enfued : for the 
new governor was about making war on the Queen of Singa, who had deftroyed a ter¬ 
ritory belonging to the Portuguefe with fire and fword, and carried away the Sova, or 
lord of it, and his wife into flavery. 

Amongft other fervices done the King of Portugal, by Lewis Lobo the former 
governor of Loanda, one was, that he laid the firft foundation of a communication with 
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Congo, and rendered that kingdom dependent upon Portugal, as likewife made a crown 
for the’ Kin^ thereof at his own proper cofts. The crowning of this King we did not 
doubt ffiortly to efteft, notwithftanding what had happened, efpecially fince Father An¬ 
drew da Pavia was negociating earneftly about it. 

Whilft this was in agitation, the Father lupenor, with the relt ot us, did all that in 
us lav to promote the replanting of Chriftianity in Cacongo, calling in to our afiiftance 
the governor himfelf, and the Royal Chamber, who were fo well affefted to our propo- 
fals that they told us, that whatever fmall benefit they coyld propofe to themfelves by 
traffic with this kingdom, vet would they affift us to their power in the introducing of 
Chriftianity there; and that the firft Clips they had at liberty ffiould be employed in 
that million. The new governor was extremely diligent in furthering this affair, and 
the bifliop rather more than he. I told them that not only Portuguefe but likewife 
Italian priefts would be neceffary to alienate the minds of that people from jealoufies and 
fufpidons. To the fame purpofe I had formerly writ to the then vice-fuperior, bather 
lofeph Maria da Bufetto, when I was fent for by the Kmg of Cacongo, and he “ ;u * * ent 
mv laid letter to the facred college. Our Father fuperior likewile had ddpatched my 
fecond letters to the fame college, which 1 fent to him on the fame account. 

Matters being thus difpofed, a certain head of a convent m this city, having been 
fully informed by Ferdinand Gomez of the King of Cacongo’s inclinations to embrace 
the Chriftian faith, refolved to take the talk of preaching it to him upon himleli for 
this end he gave out, that he had received orders from his fupenors to transport himielf 
Caninda, well knowing that I could not go by reafon of an infirmity I then laboured 
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under' ' He alfo procured letters from our fuperior, to recommend him to our convent 
at Sogno where he was confequently very courteoully received. 1 hence he fent a Por- 
tueuefe prieft, his companion to Cacongo, enjoining him to Ipeak with the King. 
Without this perfbn he could never have had any hopes ot the fuccefs of Ins million, 
Heine not at all fkilled in the Conghefe language, which this prieft Ipoke very well. 
He neverthelefs could not obtain the fpeech of the King, which earned him to write to 
him in his fuperior’s name; but getting no anfvver, he began to defpair: whereupon 
returning back, they both came again with fhame to Loanda ; 

Afterwards Father Andrew da Pavia took upon him to write to the Hid King, hgm- 
fving to him that he would come and baptize His Majefty, whenever he ffiould pleafe 
to appoint him. It was reported about this time that all foreign nnffioners were to de¬ 
part by order of the King of Portugal, and that all our convents were to be lurrendered 
to thole fa bad report for us Capuchins, as you ffiall hear more hereafter) ot the afore- 
faid order. Whereupon the aforefaid fuperior, though he did not well care that Pavia 
ffiould co, yet that he might prepare the way for him, and build a convent there, he 
earneftly preffed him to it. At Pavia’s arrival the King fent him word, that he cou d 
not content to fee him, having formerly given his promife to me whom he expefmd; 
and that with me he looked not only for an exercife o* the facred mimftry, but likewife 
for trade and commerce, by means of a merchant I was to bring along with me to fettle 

in his dominions for that purpofe. . . f „ ,. . . - . 

Among all the kingdoms which I have feen in this part of Ethiopia, none pleafed me 
fo much either for commodioufnefs or profit, as this of Cacongo; which good qualities 
inclined not a few befides myfelf to be defirous of going thither. -The commodiouinefe 
of it confiits in its lying between three ports much frequented by ftrangers. The fir it 
and mod famous of thefe is that of Loango, the fecond that of Capinda, and the third 
and laft that of Cacongo itfelf, but which is not very tecure. This kingdom tor the 
moll part is flat, with an air indifferently wholefome, and a foil not unfruitful, by realon 
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of frequent fhowers, and the mould being generally black, whereas in other parts of 
Ethiopia it is either fandy or chalky. The inhabitants of this country, confidering they 
have been bora pagans, are more courteous and humane than of dinary; and though 
they are infidels, they cherilh and refpeft our priefts. Whilft the plague was amongft 
them, they burnt their idols, faying, “ If they will not help us in fuch a misfortune as 
this, when can we expert they ffiould ?” This paffage I heard whilft I was in Sogno : 
and it grieved me extreniely that I had not opportunity to go, and further fuch good 
motions in them for their fouls’ fakes. Thus much for Cacongo, and its inhabitants. | 

I muft now give fotne fliort account of the kingdom of Angola, though I have been 
only perfectly acquainted with the provinces of Dante and Bengo. 

Before we proceed, let us ftop awhile in the city of Loanda, where I have been 
three times, once upon bufinefs, and the other two times I lay there a great while fick. 
To fpeak only of what I know, Loanda is the metropolis, not only of this, but of all 
other neighbouring kingdoms that belong to the Portuguefe. Here refides the bifliop 
of Congo and Angola, together with a chapter of about eight or nine canons. The 
governor of this city precedes all others in any of the Portuguefe conquefts in Ethiopia. 
Here are three convents of religious perfons, viz. one of Jefuits, another of bare-foot 
Carmelites, and a third of friars of the third order of St. Francis. As to thefe two laft, 
the Carmelites have a million out of the city in the faid kingdom, where at prefent lives 
a fecular prieft, through the great fcarcity of regulars. Among the Jefuits there was a 
famous miffioner, adorned with many good qualities, and a virtuous life, who travelling 
about indefatigably into all parts of the kingdom, to throw down and grub up the idols 
and trees that the pagans worlhipped, was thought to have been made away by fome of 
thofe people. Here is likewife a houfe of our order, where our Father fuperior refides, 
who is thence to fupport the miffions by the charity of the good people there. Our 
church here is more than ordinarily frequented on account of its being dedicated to the 
glorious St.Anthony of Lilbon, fo called by the Portuguefe; as likewife that there are 
Several martyrs bodies kept in it, which have been tranfported hither from Rome, ft 
is a royal chapel, and has two congregations of the Rofary, allowed by the Dominicans 
who have no abode here. Here three times a week is fung a third part of the Rofary, 
and three times more throughout the year difcipline is ufed. The brotherhood has 
built a chapel eight fquare, with a large cupola of an extraordinary height; which 
being a thing uncommon here, is extremely admired. Under it there is a vault for 
burial, which is not cuftomary in the other churches. This vault was firft built for the 
body of Father Francis Licodia, a bare-foot friar of the province of Syracufe, who died 
fome time before my arrival here. A great concourfe of people afiifted at his burial, 
his death having been proclaimed throughout the city by boys. The people’s devotion 
was fo remarkable at his funeral, that though a prodigious whale was caft afliore at that 
time, yet did it not in the leaft raife their curiofity. The Jefuits, with whom we enter¬ 
tain an affeftionate correfpondence, put him under-ground, and Father Ribera of the 
fame convent preached his funeral fermon. This Father was zealous in breeding up 
children in the fear of God; for he had got a great company of white boys, whom he 
habited like Capuchins, teaching them the principles of the Chriftian religion a-days, 
which they repeated and fung over a-nights. Of thofe in my time I found to the num¬ 
ber of fixty, though Father Francis was dead. While I was here, this good perfon’s 
body was difcovered on account of burying our fuperior. Father John da Romano, in 
his vault. His corpfe was entire in the coffin; on the lid of which his picture was 
painted to the life. When it was opened, fome body out of zeal took out two of his 
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^ccthj and the point of his hood. How extremely devout thefe citizens are towards our 
bleffed patron St. Francis, is fitter for another pen to exprefs than mine. 

AJi I can fay is, that without carrying our wallet at our back, which is not here the 
cuftom, we rather abound with neceffaries than want them, in fuch manner, that he that 
has a mind to beftow his charity upon us, mail fend it betimes or he will have it back 
again- Thefe good citizens not only fupport our convent in this city, but likewife feve- 
ral other millions into divers kingdoms, otherwife we could not be able to fubfifl. 
1 rue it is, we endeavour to make lome return of what is rare in thofe places. 

To give farther inftances of the goodnefs of this people, I will add a word of the 
governor. When we came hither, we found Don John di Sylva in poffeffion of the 
government of this kingdom, who lhewed fo entire an affeftion towards us, that what¬ 
ever memorials and petitions we prefented to him, he forthwith granted and figned, 
fcarce reading them. It happened that a certain prieft of his own nation coming to aik 
a favour of him on account of a friend, the governor would by no means grant It. 
Whereupon the prieft broke out into thefe words : C£ You fcarce read the petitions of 
the Capuchins who are ftrangers, but beftow favours on them ; and to us your coun¬ 
trymen you deny all we aft.” To which Sylva replied, “ I do neither open nor read 
the Capuchins petitions, becaufe I am well affured they will afk nothing but what is fit 
for me to grant; and befides, what they require of me on other peopled accounts, I 
know well to be done merely out of charity, and without any expectation of a return 
from thofe they oblige.” The fame favour we found with the late bifliop, and the pre¬ 
lent. And to conclude with this matter, I will here tell you a ftory of the aforefaid 
Father Francis: iwo fellows going to be hanged, Father Francis moved by mere cha¬ 
lky, told the governor, that in cafe he would pardon one of them, he would fuffer death 
in his (lead, I he governor anfwered, that if he would be as good as his word, one of 
them fhould prefently be unloofed and fent away; and if he could find another would 
do^ the like good office for the other, they fhould both be freed though they were great 
offenders. But though this proffer was made on Father Francis’s fide, none would 
appear on the other; fo that one muft unavoidably die for want of a friar to releafe 
them. When they came to the place of execution, the governor fent to take the hal¬ 
ter oil from rather Jrancis’s neck, when he was diipofed to die, and knew nothing of 
any mercy defigned him ; and if Father Leonard de Nardo his companion would have 
done the fame, they had both efcaped, but for want of it one was hanged. 

Let us now come to the cuftoms and manners both of the Portuguefe and ftrangers 
ihat live in this city* 1 hey are of thr^e forts : Firft, thofe that come merely on account 
of God s fervice, and for no worldly intereft, though thefe are but few. The fecond 
fort are fuch as come to command or trade there, who are many. The third kind 
are likewife no fniall number, though nothing comparable to the foregoing, and they 
are thofe condemned perfons that are fent hither by courts of juft ice, amongft which 
the fpiritual courts fend feveral defcended from the Jewifli race, which are named by 
the citizens New Chriftians ; thele are kept from coming to the facred functions for 
feveral reafons, amongft which one is for a crime frequently praftifed by them, which 
I fhai! forbear to name for fear of offending charte ears. Notwithftanding this, thefe 
people are the greateft frequenters of churches, and give the moil liberally to our con¬ 
vents and poor. 

The women being bred among Blacks, fuffer themfelves to be fo much perverted, 
that they fcarce retain any thing white about them except their ffiins; but be this tpokea 
with a refervatiou of the good of that fex, whereof there are feme few. T^e worfer 
fort take upon them to lord it over their hufbands, infomuch that if they will not live 
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according to their fancies, they do all they can to drive them out of their houfes, or 
elfe humble them fo far, as never to go out nor take their pleafure in their net, and 
under their umbrella, according to cultoin. But Hill the worft is, that while they are 
under this confinement, they choke for want of water, this city having none frefh but 
what comes from an iiland about two days journey diftant. This makes good the faying 
of the wife man. Melius ejl habitare in defer to, quam cum ?nuliere rixosd; ** It is better 
to live in a defer t than with a fcolding wife.” Like wife in eating the wife and the (he 
Black generally ftarve the hufband j upon which occafion I hear him, methinks, to 
cry out with the poet, 

O conjux, male grata fed, male grata marito* 

Sola tub, conjux, ckdlta deli ci is. 

Some of thefe women keep their hufband’s clothes from them, out of a pretence that 
they do not belong to them alone, but to their family in general. The law here is that 
what comes by the mother defcends to'the daughters, and that becaufe the fons have where¬ 
withal to maintain them by marriage. When the maids are marriageable, if their mothers 
carry them to church, they are faid to do fo to fell them, and therefore for the moll part they 
keep them clofe. When they are married, they alfo generally keep themfelves up for 
one reafon or other, either on account of being big with child, heat, wet-weather, or 
the like. When they come to be old, they do not care for being feen for fear of dif- 
covering their wrinkles. The better fort go to take the air in their nets, with a carpet 
thrown over them, and attended at lealt by twelve perfons: two of thefe carry the 
net, and two more bear umbrellas on each fide, and eight Mocamas (Negro waiting- 
maids), four of which hold each a corner of the carpet, and four walk before to fpread 
the carpet to kneel on when their miftrefs goes into the church. Whenever there is 
any ftage-play, or tilting, the women, all without exception, go to it even though they 
were fick. On Holy-Thurfday they always walk on foot, and without attendance, which 
they never do at any other time. To obviate fuch diforders. Father Paul da Verefe, 
and our fuperior, obtained of the bilhop that mafs fhould be faid in three different 
churches, viz. in the cathedral, the parifli by the fea-fide, and thirdly in our church, 
two hours before day; at which great numbers aififfed, which was continued in my 
time. At laft a certain perfon happening to be killed coming out of a fufpicious 
houfe, feme ill people took thence an occafion to get this pious and good cuftom 
fuppreffed. 

Of the Mulattoes, born of a White and a Black, whereof there are great numbers 
here, I can never fay enough. They hate the Negroes mortally, nay even their own 
mothers that bore them, and do all they can to equal themfelves with the Whites; 
which is not allowed them, they being not permitted to fit in their prefence, 

. The Mulatto women wear no fmocks nor petticoats, and have only a piece of cloth 
girt under their arms ; but this is neverthelefs to be meant of fuch as have no known 
fathers. The Mulattoes wear ftockings and breeches, and become commonly either 
priefts or foldiers, above which condition they never rife. It was no fmali trouble to 
me to obferve, that wherever thefe Mulattoes were born, they were prefently defigned 
for priefts. I here are great numbers of them, who not knowing how they came into 
‘•he world, or whether they are defcended from Jews, cannot be expe&ed to be able 
to ’.nftruct others. To remedy this diforder therefore, the new bilhop brought orders 
from Rome, that none fhould be difpenfed with as to their irregularity. Of this thefe 
Mulattots believing us Capuchins to have been authors, by reafon that we had fre- 
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quently preached againft thefe abufes, they bore us a mortal ill-mil, neverthelefs it has 
never hitherto been in their power to do us any harm, 

Thofe among thefe people that are foldiers, and travel about the kingdom, exaft as 
much fervice and refpeft from the Negroes as the Whites, caufing tbemfelves to be 
carried in nets ; and if it fo happened that the Sova or Mani (governor) be not imme¬ 
diately ready to provide them with people for their fervice, or do not treat them as 
they require, they will prefently draw their fwords, and take whatever they can find 
in this governor’s houfe, though they are going, not about their King’s, but their own 
bufmefs. If perchance they have occafion to eat on the road, they take whatever 
eatables they can meet with, without thanking the Negro they have them from; and 
if he fhould happen to murmur but in the lealt at their injuftice, inftead of making 
him fatisfaclion, they will pay him with baftinadoes and blow's. 

Others that turn Pomberos (buyers of Haves), and go up and down in the country 
for that purpofe, commit a great many unjuflifiable aftions, amongft which this one 
feems to me molt unpardonable: they will lie with the Negro-women, and get them 
with child ; and feme years afterwards returning that way, will take thofe very children 
they have fo got from their mothers, under pretence of better educating them in the 
city of Loauda ; but inftead thereof, at a certain age, do fell or barter them away for 
fuch commodities as Haves are wont to be exchanged for, and thereby grow rich by 
trading in their own flelh and blood. A barbarous cuftom in truth, and not fuffered 
amongft Chriftians, efpecially where Chriftianity is in its infancy, as it is in thefe parts. 
This is the reafon likewife why the pagans do not come in falter to be converted, be* 
caufe they obferve how many ill a&ions the Mulattoes are guilty of, and yet go on- 
punilhed* 

To prevent in fome meafure this bad cuftom, the governor in my time forbad the 
Mulattoes to trade any more this way, and ordered, that if they had a mind to travel 
any whither, they Ihould pay for the carriage, both of tbemfelves and their baggage, 
affirming, that if they went on the King’s bufmefs, they would infallibly be paid again ; 
but if on their own, they ought to reft fatisfied with the expence. By thefe means 
this mifchief was for a while difcontinued. 

But this abufe would not have been fo much if it had lain only among the Mulattoes; 
the Whites alfo had their £hare in it, and traded like the others in their own flelh. 
This comes to pafs when their black miftrefs brings them forth a child, and being of 
that hue it is naturally a Have, which coming afterwards accidentally to offend, is 
forthwith fold according to cuftom : but the worft is, this is done upon the fmalleft 
offence, and without any regard to nature or relation. 

A father had two daughters, the one a widow, the other a marriageable Mulatto ; 
having a mind to marry the latter, he took away the other’s goods, and all fhe had to 
give with this Mulatto : the widow in my hearing faid, cc I will not difpleafe my father, 
let him do what he pleafes, I will never oppofe him; but when he dies I will fell 
his daughter, becaufe Hie is bom of my Have, and thus without trouble or conteft will 
recover what is taken from me,” giving her father to underftand as much in a civil way. 
In fttort, unlefs the father declare one of thefe to be his lawful fon or daughter, they 
are ever looked upon as flaves. 

As to the Negroes which inhabit this city and kingdom, except fome few that are 
free as being natives, they are all flaves to the Whites: fome are fent to the Arimi 
(farms) about one or two days journey off from the city, as to Bengo and Dante, 
wliich are well watered with rivers, when the other provinces are almoft parched up 
for want of rain, and confequently not fit for tillage. The way of manuring the ground 
here is this : they caft up the earth with fpades into a ridge, leaving thereby a furrow 
vol. xvi* Q Q on 
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on either fide, into which, when the rivers are well filled by rain from the mountains, 
they cut their banks and let in the water: after it has remained there fome time, and 
the earth is pretty well moiftened, they let it out again into their canals, and clofe up 
their banks. When this is done, after a little while the earth becomes proper for their 
feed, which, when fown, after three months time is fit to be reaped. Others of thefe 
Haves are fent to filhing, whereby their mailer maintains his family, and fells what he 
has more than fufficient for that purpofe. It is not to be imagined what a great quantity 
of filh they have in thefe feas, and how cheap they are to be bought. A great Pro¬ 
vidence truly! for otherwife it would be almoft' impoffible to fubfift here, efpecially in 
this city. 1 mull confefs in all my travels I never met with the like, though I have 
read in Peter Ccbero’s voyages, written in Spanifti, that he had been in a country 
bordering upon a river wherein there were fuch great abundance of filh, that the in¬ 
habitants dried and made bread of them, bones and all. Upon thefe filh the Blacks 
generally live altogether, whereof the Whites eat foraetimes, efpecially a-nights, affirm¬ 
ing they are much eafier to be digefted than flelh. Although thefe filh have not that 
pleafant tafte which ours in Italy have, yet are they neverthelefs well enough liked by 
the inhabitants for want of knowing better. 

Thefe flaves are likewife employed in building, which is commonly very flow. 
Whenever any of their matters have a child bom, a houfe is begun, and goes on no fatter 
than that child grows. I fpeak this of thofe Whites that are able to build a houfe for 
every child they have. The plaifter here is made of fea-ffiells, whereof there are great 
quantifies on thefe Ihores. They have furnaces of much the fame make with ours, 
wherein they bum the faid fhells, which make as white and good lime as ours. 

Many of thefe flaves do the office of barbers, wherein they are more expert than 
the Whites, and that not only in the ufe of the fciffars and razor, but likewife in that 
of the lancet to open a vein. In fhort, fome follow one trade, and fome another ; and 
when they have no bufinefs to do for their matters, they are hired out at fo much a week 
or month, the profit whereof goes to their matters; fo that he that has moft flaves here 
is always accounted the richett man. 

The current coins here are the Maccutas, being certain pieces of ftraw-cloth of about 
the largenefs of a lheet of pafte-board each, and which are equivalent to our brafs 
money in Europe. Thofe that correfpond to our filver are the Intagas, being pieces of 
thick cotton-cloth, and of about the bignefs of two large handkerchiefs, and worth 
about eighteen-pence of our money. They have another fort of money called Folingas, 
of cotton likewife, but of a finer fort, and like that which feamen ufe to tie about their 
waifts: thefe are worth three Huttings and fixpence each. Thofe coins that are of 
greater value, and anfwer to our gold, are the Birami, made of fine linen, whereof 
each parcel goes for feven Huttings and fixpence or eight Huttings. No brafs, filver or 
gold coins, are made ufe of either by foreign merchants or others in thefe countries. 

From the great variety of flaves of different nations in thefe countries mutt needs 
proceed the like variety and difference in humours and cuftoins; and, although they 
are all Chriftians, yet I obferved that the law of God was not fo religioufly obferved 
amongft them as it ought to be ; for that they feemed to me to perform the duties of 
their religion more out of fear of their matters that had inftru&ed them, than out of 
any value they had for divine worffiip. The fhe-ilaves are commonly guilty of a fault, 
which is partly occafioned by the white women, who, not caring to be deprived of 
their Moccamas, will not fuffer them to marry, and therefore they fteal from their 
tniftreffes to maintain men to fattsfy their brutal appetites. If they happen to become 
with child, no (hame is imputed either to them or their niiftrefles. For our parts, 
we do all we can to prevent it, and fome ladies fay upon this occafion, that they cannot 
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be always a looking after their ihe-blacke; and if any of them chanced to be now and 
then with child, they conceived it no great matter of harm: neverthelefs we often have 
them chaftifed both in public and private for thefe and the like faults, and afterwards 
force them to marry the perfon that had debauched them. But O what pains do we 
take to bring them to it, and how many ridiculous arguments and reafops do they bring 
to excufe themfelves from this duty and reftraint! 

There are thofe among thefe Haves that, after they are thus married, will exchange 
their wives with each other for a certain time, alledging, in cafe of reproof, that they 
are not able to eat always of the fame difli. Thofe of the women Iikewife, that live 
out in the country in their mailer's farms, will hire each of them a man, upon condi¬ 
tion that he lhall not leave them till they have a child by him, though they are to main¬ 
tain him all the while he is with them. It is mighty ridiculous to obferve that the wo¬ 
men here, contrary to the cuftora of other nations, buy and fell, and do all other things 
which the men ought to do, whilft their hulbands ftay at home and fpin or weave cot¬ 
ton, or bufy themfelves in fuch other effeminate aftions. Thefe women alfo are fo jea¬ 
lous of their hulbands, that if they fee them but fpeak to any other women they are 
prefently in a flame, and make the place ring where they fo difcover them. The 
bilhop ordered, that all mailers of Blacks ihould oblige them to perform the Eafter- 
duty under pain of forfeiting a certain quantity of wax for every one, obliging them to 
bring the certificate of their receiving and confeffing to their mailers, and then all to¬ 
gether to the curate. Thefe, becaufe they are often involved in the immediate occafion 
of fin, make ufe of a crafty deceit to extort abfolution from their Father-confeffor: 
which is, that the firfl day of Lent the men part from the women, leading achallelife 
for the prefent, and then appearing before the priell, tell him they have left off their 
lewd courfes, and promife never to return to them. A week or a fortnight after Ealler 
they go about till they are provided with one to iatisfy their lull all the year, without 
having any more to do with thofe they forfook before confeflion. 

Let us come now to the death and burial of thefe people, who being of fo many 
different nations, and the remains of the pagans, differ Iikewife in their rites and cere¬ 
monies. As to the manner of their deaths, that may be gueffed at by their lives, ac¬ 
cording to the proverb, Qualis vita, finis ita. As for what relates to their burials, I 
have been an eye-witnefs, that in the kingdoms of Cacongo and Angoij they do not 
bury any of their relations, till all the reft of the kindred be gathered together, though 
that be foinetimes many days in aceomplilhmg: being once met, they begin the cere¬ 
mony with feveral fuperftitious actions, as killing of hens, with the blood of which 
they befprinkle the houfe of the deceafed both within and without, and afterwards 
throw the carcafes of the faid fowl upon the top of the houfe, affirming, that thereby 
they prevent the foul of the dead perfon from coming to give the Zumbi to any of the 
future inhabitants. The word Zumbi, in the language of the country, fignifies an 
apparition of the deceafed perfon, they being of opinion, that to whomfoever it lhall 
appear, that perfon wilt prefently die. This perfuafton has been fo deeply rooted in 
the minds of thefe poor ignorant people, that the imagination alone oftentimes brings 
them to their ends. We have feen feveral accidents of this kind, infomuch that a per¬ 
fon that was before very well in health, lhall of a ludden die miferably through the 
impreffion of thefe vain delufions. Thofe that furvive affirm, that the dead perfon had 
fummoned him that died, efpecially where there had been any difference betwixt them 
whilft both were living. 

The ceremony of the hens being ended, they proceed to lamenting over the dead 
perfon; and if it fo happens, that any amonglt them be not able to weep naturally, 
they have recourfe to art by holding Siliquallro, or Indian pepper to their nofes, which 
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caufes the tears to flow plentifully, which, without weeping, they fuffer to trickle down 
their cheeks as faft as they pleafe. When they have howled and wept for fome time, 
they all of a fudden pals from forrow to mirth, feafting heartily at the expence of the 
perfon that is neareft akin to the deceafed, who all that while lies unburied in the 
houfe. When they have fully fatisfied their ungodly guts, they foon forget their de¬ 
ceafed friend, and never think of him more: then the drum beats, and they go from 
the table to dancing, and fo the ball begins : when one company is weary, another be¬ 
gins, and not only the kindred, but likewife any others are admitted to dance. After 
they have done dancing, they retire into appointed places, where, being locked up to¬ 
gether in the dark, they pra&ife all manner of abominable pleafures, alledging, that 
at fuch a time it is lawful for them to intermix with each other at liberty. This found 
of the drum feems to be the devil’s fummona to affift at thefe execrable ceremonies, 
and which thefe people run to with a more than ordinary inclination. It is almolt 
impoflible for the mothers to hinder their daughters, and lefs poflible for mailers to 
prevent their Haves, who will break down walls, or force iron-bars to come at them. 
As foon as this is done, they apply themfelves to fuperftitious and idolatrous practices, 
and fo from one to the other for fome time. When any matter of a family dies, his 
principal wife expofes herfelf to all that have a mind to enjoy her; on this condition 
neverthelefs, that none offer to fpeak the leaft word in her chamber. 

That thefe abominations are practifed among pagans is not to be wondered at; but 
would to God that thefe Tumbi (funeral ceremonies) were not ufed among fome de¬ 
praved Chriftians, not only in the kingdom of Angola, but even in Loanda itfelf. At 
the time of my refiding here I was told, that not far out of this city fuch enormities 
were committed. Our fuperior, accompanied with one only companion and fome trufty 
perfons, immediately ran to prevent them; but being by night (the propereft time for 
thefe hellifli practices) he met with {he guards, who, well knowing that it was not our 
cuftom to go out of the city at that time, unlefs upon account of doing God fome fer- 
vice, prefently ottered themfelves to accompany them, which, being rc-fufed by our fu¬ 
perior, they perfifted in their refolutions, alledging that otherwife fome hurt might hap¬ 
pen to him, and therefore they went along with him. Being arrived at the place where 
thefe ceremonies were performing, the foldiers, to the end they might the better take the 
offenders, ranged themfelves about the walls, which conlifting only of mud and flakes, 
they eafily broke down, hooping and hollowing like mad while they were doing it. The 
wicked wretches, that were not few in number, perceiving their walls broke down, and 
their houfe furrounded, immediately betook themfelves to flight, leaving only the wife 
of the deceafed behind, who, being obliged by her infernal prieft not to flir nor fpeak, 
was eafily taken, and by the governor afterwards, who very well knew what fhe and her 
company had been doing, ordered to be publicly whipped through the city. 

In Maflangano, a garrifon of this kingdom, fo many Hones were hurled at a com¬ 
panion of mine for endeavouring to oppofe thefe people in their wicked ceremonies, 
that he very narrowly efcaped having his brains beat out by them. 

When any great lord, or confiderable perfon dies, the pagans are accuftomed to 
fpread the way where the corpfe paffes with leaves and branches. He mutt likewife be 
carried in a ftraight line to his grave; and therefore if any houfe or wall happened to 
hinder his paflage, it is immediately pulled down. To fhew themfelves kind to the 
dead, they are commonly very cruel to the living, flmtting up both together in a tomb 
with meat and drink, to the end (fay they) that the dead lord may want for nothing 
in his grave: in this they imitate the tyrant Mezentius King of the Tyrrhenians, who in 
Virgil is faid to join dead and living people together, till the ftench'has brought them 
to one condition. 
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The Giaghi offer up human facrifices to the dead, as they do likewife oftentimes to 
the living, when they can fuppofe the perfon they intend to honour to have occafion for 
affiftance either in war, or any other urgency. 

One of our fathers having underftood that within a certain fepulchre of a great perfon 
among thefe pagans, there were two people immured alive, went thither in great hafte 
to free them from their infernal and noifome dungeon, but found to his great grief that 
they had fome time before perilhed. But the wickednefs of thefe people fometimes 
goes further; for at the death of any of their friends they have been accuftomed to 
kill one of their flaves, to the end that he may go and ferve them in the other world: 
to this fm they will moreover add a lie ; for when we accufe them and get them corrected 
for fo doing, they will excufe themfelves and pretend innocence, affirming they know 
nothing of the matter, even though we had never fo plain proof of it. An inftance of 
this follows: — One of our order having been advifed that a poor Negro was juft 
going to be facrificed as a viftira to his dead mafter, this father immediately ran to 
the wife of the deceafed perfon to prevent it, who perceiving her villany was dif- 
covered, though flie at firft denied it, yet afterwards confeffed it, and gave orders to 
have thofe inhuman proceedings ftopt. In my time alfo there were feveral of thefe 
wicked actions done, but the perfons concerned in them always found fo many ffiifts 
and fubtle evafions to conceal their offences, that we could never proceed methodically 
againft them in order to bring them to puniffiment. Now if thefe things are praftifed 
among Chriftians, how can we expeft they ffiould be omitted among thofe Negroes 
that have fcarce heard of the name of Chriftianity. 

The burial-places among the Pagans are for the mod part in the fields, with fome- 
thing or other placed over them, according to the quality of the perfon that is buried: 
fome have a long and ftraight horn of I know not what beaft fixed over them; others 
have a large heap of earth raffed upon them; fome have an earthen platter or pipkin, 
or any other veffel made of earth, fet over them; others make harbours over their 
graves, with a thoufand fuperftitious interlacings and interweavings that are performed 
by their wizards: they do not make ufe of a coffin, cheft, or any other wooden thing 
to put the corpfe in, but wrap it up in good cotton linen fewed clofe together, and 
adorned without-fide with feveral fuperftitious fooleries, being at an expence fuitable 
to the quality of the perfon deceafed. As for the poorer fort, they make ufe only of a 
fort of ftraw-mats, after the mode of the country, to wrap their dead bodies in. 

Within the dominions of Sogno every city and province has a certain peculiar place 
with a crofs in the middle, where thofe that have not fatisfied the Eafter-command, or 
that die before they are confeffed, are buried by themfelves, without the miffioners 
concerning themfelves therein. But as for thofe who have received all the facraments 
before their deaths, and have been found to have religioufly obferved the Iaft Lent, 
they are allowed Chriftian burial, without its being any manner of charge to them. 
Alio during their licknefs, and after they are confeffed, we frequently furniffi them 
with refrefhments out of charity, fuch as confections of tamarinds, a fruit of the 
country, and the like, both cooling and cordial juleps. Befides this, we have feveral 
Haves belonging to our church which are Ikilled in phlebotomy, furgery, phyfic, and 
what not, who all do what lies in their power to recover thefe people when lick, or 
out of order : this we take care is done for them gratis, to the end they may have no 
occafion to run to. the wizards for help. For thofe that are poor and old, fatherlefs, 
lame, blind, or the like, there is an hofpital built near to our convent, where both 
their fpiritual and temporal wants are fupplied by us as often as there is found occafion, 
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or that it confifts with our abilities. This is a charity which has not a little promoted 
the increase of Chriftianity in thefe parts. 

Let us conclude fpeaking any farther of the Tambi, or funeral rites among the 
pagans, with a paflage that happened fome years fince in Benin, a kingdom lying ^ on 
the back coafts of Africa, and towards Guinea, being very near the equinoctial line. 
Father Francis da Romano, fuperior in the kingdom of Ouueri, and Father Philip da 
Figuar, being both here on a miffion, they endeavoured to difturb a certain abomina¬ 
ble facrifice accuftomed to be performed every year to the devil, for the benefit, as 
they alledged, of their dead anceftors. This facrifice fometimes confided of above 
three hundred men, but at prefent there were only five to die, yet thofe^ all of the 
better fort. Thefe miflioners, under the conduft of a certain Negro their friend, came 
to the third mclofure capable of holding many hundreds of people: here perceiving a 
great multitude gathered together dancing and finging to divers inftruments of their 
mufic, they clapped themfelves down in a private place, the better to obferve what they 
were going to do. This place happened to be that where they kept the knives defigned 
to perform fo inhuman an action. Not being able to conceal themfelves long, they 
were quickly difcovered by thefe wicked wretches, who, coming towards them leaping 
with great indignation, they foon drove the poor fathers out of the place they had fa 
taken poffeflion of. Father Francis hereupon was fo little difmayed, that crowding 
boldly through the thickeft of the Negroes, he was not afraid to reproach their King 
of unheard-of cruelty: fome courtiers hearing this, immediately flew upon him, and 
beating and ufing him very unmercifully, tore him out of the crowd; when clofmg 
up their ranks again, they performed their inhuman facrifice. Afterwards they gave 
their fathers to underftand, that it was their King’s pleafure that they fliould forthwith 
depart his kingdom. Which command they being not very ready to comply with, 
the next morning they fet upon them again, with intention to have killed them } which 
they neverthelefs did not do, by reafon they were informed by two of the courtiers 
there prefent, that the King would have them brought alive before him. Going there¬ 
fore courageoufly to the palace, they were notwithftanding admitted to . no other 
audience but ftripes and reproaches in great plenty; and afterwards told, in reviling 
terms, that it was the King’s exprefs order that they fhould forthwith be gone out of 
his dominions. Notwithftanding which, great numbers of thefe infclent Negroes flew 
upon them like fo many hornets, and hurried them away to a-noifome prifon. Here 
they remained no lefs than three months, being buffetted, fcoffed, and fcorned at all 
the while. At laft^ not contented with this ill ufage, they fold them for flaves to the 
Hollanders ; who, taking more pity upon them than thefe infidels had done, fet them . 
alhore not long afterwards, fafe and found, in the Prince’s Ifland. Hence they writ 
to the facred college to inform them of what had happened to them; but were 
anfwered, that the church had already martyrs enough, and but two milfioners in that 
kingdom, and therefore they Ihould not for the future expofe themfelves fo much in 
its fervice, but proceed warily among thofe new converts. 

Another perfecution was undergone with cheerful countenances, and undifturbed 
fouls, by two other friars in the ifland of St. Thomas, in their journey to the kingdom 
of Ouueri, contiguous with that of Benin, in both of which there were new millions 
eftablilhed, and the Father-fuperior, at that time Father Francis da Monteleone, lived 
in the aforefaid ifland. The vice-fuperior. Father Angelo Maria d’Aiaccio, of the pro¬ 
vince of Covfica, together with Father Bonaventura da Firenze, having but juft fet 
footing in the kingdom of Ouueri, they were very courteoufly received by that King. 
This prince was better bred than ordinary, having been brought up amongft the Por- 
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tuguefe whofe language he was an abfolute mailer of, and could befides write and 
read a’qualification unufual among thefe Ethiopian princes. Ahnoft at the fir ft fight 
of the King, the vice-fuperior broke out into thefe words: « If Your Majefly does 
defire to have me to continue within your dominions, you mult lay your injunaions 
on your fubjeas, that they embrace the holy ftate of matrimony, according to our 
rites and ceremonies; and moreover, that whereas now the young men and women 
vo naked till they are marriageable, I defire Your Majefty to command that they may 
SU go covered.” To which the King anfwered, that as to what related to his fubjeas, 
he would take care they fhould comply with his requeft; but as for himfelf, he could 
never content to do it, unlefs he were married to a White, as fome of his predeceffors 
had been- But what White would care to marry with a Black, even though he were 
a crowned head, efpecially among the Portuguefe, who naturally defpife them - Never- 
thelefs the pious Father, trading in God’s providence to promote his own glory, gave 
no repulfe to the obftinate monarch, but teemed to approve of all he laid. I o bring 
this good work to effea, he immediately departed, taking his way towards the ifland ot 
St Thomas, lituate under the equinoftial line, and reckoned one of the nine countries 
conquered by the Portuguefe in Africa. There he made it his bufmefs to enquire after 
a White woman that would marry a Black that was a crowned head. Whereupon he 
was informed that there was one in that ifland, though of mean condition, whofe 
poverty and meannels were neverthelefs ennobled by a virtuous education, and a comely 
perfonage. Notwithftanding he was told that this woman was proper for the purpofe, 
yet had he not the courage to fpeak to her uncle about her, under whofe care and pro¬ 
tection file was ; but contriving how to bring about his defign, with a lively faith in 
God, one day while he was faying mate, he turned himfelf about to the aforelitid per- 
fon, conjuring him, in the pretence of all the people, in the name and for the fervice 
of the moft high God, not to deny him one requeft, which was, that he would let his 
niece marry the King of Ouueri, which would greatly contribute to, if not totally 
effedl, the converfion of that kingdom. At the hearing of this, the good man being 
wrought upon by the pious miffioner’s reafons, could not prevent weeping, and bowing 
down his head, as a token of his content. . 

The young lady, not long afterwards, having fir ft taken leave of her relations, fet 
out with fome few Portuguefe, and the miffioner, for the aforefaid kingdom. 

Being juft entered the confines, fhe was joyfully and univerfally fainted by the people 
for their Queen, having triumphal arches raifed to her, and feverai other demonftra- 
tions of joy paid her by the inhabitants. 

Bein-r arrived at the King’s palace, fhe was received by that monarch like another 
Rachel^by Jacob, Efther by Ahalhuerus, or Artemifia by Maufolus ; and afterwards 
married by him, after the Chriftian manner, thereby giving a good example to his 
fubjefts, who foon forfook their former licentious principles, and fubmitted to be re- 
ftrained by the rules of the gofpel, that is, were all married according to the rites and 
ceremonies of the church. 

After four years million into thefe parts, the aforefaid two Fathers tranfported thein- 
felves into the ifland of St. Thomas, partly to proceed further in the duties of their 
office, and partly to oblige the King, who commanded it. This good intention of 
theirs”, it teems, the devil envied, for he raifed up a certain ecclefiaftical perfon there 
agamft them, who extremely envied our two miflioners. This perfon had been accuf- 
tomed, before their arrival, to go every fix months to the kingdom of Ouueri to 
baptize that people, which brought him in the profit of a Have a month, and another 
from the King, in confideration of his charge and trouble; but now finding himfelf 
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deprived of this gain for four years, he, together with others not well affected to 
religion, raifed the crueleft perfecutiqn againft thefe poor Fathers that could pofiibly 
have been thought on. He accufed them to the governor of the ifland for enemies to 
the crown of Portugal, and that they travelled about thofe countries with falfe pafles; 
and moreover, that to his knowledge, and in his hearing, they had debauched the 
minds of the King and Queen of Ouueri, and befides held correfpondence with the 
enemies of the Portuguefe dominions. All this the governor heard patiently, yet did 
not immediately refolve to have thefe innocent Fathers feized; whereupon one of thofe 
that had accompanied the Queen to Ouueri, faid to him, “ Take care, my lord, of 
what you do, left, apprehending thefe apoftolical millioners, you create a difference 
between the crown of Portugal and the fee of Rome. We are much obliged to thefe 
holy men for raifmg our country-woman to a crown.” The governor would not med¬ 
dle with thefe holy men, but ordered them to be fent to Loanda, where there were 
likewife great complaints made againft them by the aforefaid prieft and his adherents. 

Hence they were fent to the tribunal at Liibon, where, being declared innocent, in 
that they had fufficient authority from the crown for what they had afted, their accufers 
were cited to appear to make good, if they could, their allegations; which not being 
able to do, the chief calumniator, the ecclefiaftic, fled to Brazil, and the others to 
other places for proteftion. 

Father Bonaventura da Firenze, on account of his great indifpofitions, returned to 
Italy; but Father Angelo Maria directed his courfe anew towards the ifland of St. 
Thomas, where, having performed the part of a good mifiionary, and a good Chriftian, 
teaching by his exemplary life what his tongue omitted, he returned after fome time to 
Lifbon, and died there. Until our coming into this part of Ethiopia, thefe kingdoms 
had not feen the face of any other miflioner; and every time any flap came to anchor 
in their harbours, the natives would aik the feamen if they had any Capuchin on 
board. And if they were anfwered that they had not, then would they fly into a 
paflion, and cry out, « Muft we then always lead our lives thus like hearts, and never 
have any priefts come to teach us better ?” 

Whilft I was at Loanda, they writ to our fuperior. Father John da Romano, to fend 
them fome fpiritual labourer. He fent their letter to thefacred college, who writ back, 
that for the prefent Father Monteleone fhould go to the ifland of St. Thomas, and 
build a convent there, to the end that whenever any miflioners came thither, they 
might the eafier tranfport themfelves into thefe kingdoms. If there were miflioners 
fufficient fent, efpecially from the facred college, and the apoftolic fee, I dare be pofi- 
tive they would find the converfion of this part of Ethiopia eafy enough, the people 
thereof confeffmg already, that they believe the fucceffor of St. Peter to be a molt holy 
perfon, and one that cannot err ; and confequently thofe that are fent by him are like 
him, and therefore they have no fufpicfon of the Italians, which would not be in 
refpea of other nations, in regard to their political ftate. This happinefs, peculiar to 
our nation, gives us authority to go in our habits into their innermoft receffes which 
priefts of other countries would not be permitted to do. Neverthelefs the devil the 
author of all ill, does oftentimes work fo by his minifters, that he gives us lome dif- 
turbance, which, notwithftanding, fignifies little or nothing, great numbers bavin? 
been in few years converted here. If I Ihould fay myfelf, that I have done that good 
office for thoufands and thoufands, I am fare I Ihould not lie; for I can be pofitive 
that of men, women, and children, I have baptized no lefs than thirteen thoufand! 
and caufed very many to marry. The ffiort time I did this in, will be the lefs won¬ 
dered at, if the great numbers of people here be confidered ; and that, as I have faid 
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■before in another place, one of our order alone baptized upwards of fifty thoufand. 
Alfo, Father Jerom da Montefarchio, of our province of Naples, (whofe painful travels 
and pood qualities have already been made known to the world by another hand,) told 
me himfelf, before his death, that within the fpace of twenty years continuance in thefe 
parts, he baptized above one hundred thoufand perfons, and amongft the reft, the 
King’ or rather Duke of Congobella, tributary to the King of Micocco, together with 
his nephew, and feveral other perfons of quality. # 

That thefe fort of people have been given to idolatry, and the eating of man s Seth, 
I cannot deny j but then I mult affirm, that they readily embrace Chriftianity, and 
reap the fruit of it, as may appear by what happened to me. Our interpreter had a 
certain black Have, a very ftrong fellow, but blind and obftinate to the good advice 
was given him by his mafter to abjure paganifm, and embrace the Chriftian faith. His 
anfwer, in defence of his principles, was. That the elephant never eats fait, (fo they 
call baptizm in their language,) and yet he became fat and large, and lived a long 
while. It feems the holy baptifm, in their dialea, is called Minemungu, which is as 
much as to fay, to feafon the bleffed fait. If any one Ihould alk, if fuch a one were 
a Chriftian or a Pagan; if a Chriftian, they would anfwer. He is a Chriftian, for 
he has tailed of the fait that has been bleffed by the prieft. You muft obferve, that it 
any of thefe had been baptized with water alone, he would not have been very well 
fatisfied. Now this Have fpoken of before, happening to be grievoufly fick, I went to 
vifit him, and ufmg a great many fpiritual arguments to him, found it not difficult to 
convert him. He yielded to my propofals, and was baptized, to the great fatisfaftion 
of his mafter, as well as himfelf, and afterwards married to a Chriftian woman there 
prefent. The third day after, he died, changing his flavery in this life for a glorious 
liberty in the other. 

To fay that the Negroes, and efpecially Giaghi, are always obftinate and perverle, 
and man-eaters, is not to be made an objection againft them, becaufe our Saviour fays, 
« Thofe that are well do not ftand in need of a phyficianand the worfe the diftem- 
per, the more need of cure. This will appear by the only inftance of the converfion. 
of the Queen of Singa: this Queen, with the greateft part of her people, was con¬ 
verted by the great pains of Father Anthony Laudati da Gaeta of our order ; the man¬ 
ner whereof was told me by a Portuguefe captain that was prefent when it was done. 
He laid, the Queen and the aforefaid Father Anthony were Handing together dif- 
courfing, when all of a fudden the friar thus belpoke the Queen ' ‘‘ Madam, when I 
behold fo many large and fruitful valleys, enriched and adorned with fo many cryftal 
ftreams, and defended from the injuries of weather by fuch high and pleafant hills, all 
under Your Majefty’s command, I cannot forbear being fo bold, as to a Ik you who 
was the author of all thefe ? "Who fecundated the ground, and afterwai ds ripens the 
fruit ?” To which the Queen, without the Ieaft hefitation, readily anfwered, « My 
anceftors.” « Then,” Replied the Capuchin, « does Your Majefty enjoy the whole 
power of your anceftors ?” “ Yes,” anfwered ffie, “ and much more, for over and 

above what they had, I am abfolute miftrefs or the kingdom of Matamba.” I he pious 
friar hearing this. Hooped to reach a flender ftraw that lay upon the ground, and haying 
taken it up, cried to the Queen, “ Madam, pray do me the favour to caufe this to 
hang without holding in the air.” The Queen turned away her face, and looked fcorn- 
fully at a requeft fo infignificant and inconfiderable. The friar reinforced his petition, 
earneftly entreating Her Majefty to comply with his defires; whereupon proffering to 
put it into her hand, flie let it fall. Father Anthony ftooped again to take it up, but 
the Queen being the more nimble of the two, got hold of it before him : ** The rea- 
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fon,” quoth the friar, “ why the ftraw fell was, becaufe Your Majefty did not com 
mand it not to fall; -but now be pleated to order it to hang of itfelf, without help, in 
the air.” She did fo, but it would not obey. Whereupon the zealous friar broke out 
into the following expreffions: “ Be it known to Your Majefty, O Queen, that your 
anceftors have no otherwife been authors of thefe fair fields and fprings, than you are 
of the fupport of this ftraw j but that the great Creator of heaven and earth, Chrilt 
Jefus, the only Son of God, and the fecond Perfon of the Trinity, whofe image you 
have here upon this crucifix, made thofe and all things elfe, that is, was the firft caufe 
of all.” Then the Queen humbled herfelf, and bowing her royal head, fubmitted to 
own the truth, embracing the holy faith, wherein flie not long after died; and which 
ihe had before received in her younger days, but apoftatized from it. 

The Ethiopians are not fo dull and ftupid as is commonly imagined, but rather more 
fiibtle and cunning than ordinary, as may appear by what happened to a certain French 
lea-captain at Mina, on the coaft of Africa, which he told me himfelf, and was confirmed 
to me by a Portuguefe of the ifiand of St. Thomas, who was an eye-witnefs of it. This 
captain failing along the coafts where the mines are, and thinking to exchange his mer¬ 
chandize for gold, was unfortunately made a prize by a Hollander, who feizing his fliip, 
and putting the feamen in irons, carried their captain, under a ftrong guard, alhore 
before the governor, who for a welcome ordered him to a clofe prifon, loaded with 
irons, and to be looked after by about thirty ftrong Blacks, where he expe&ed nothing 
but death. The chief of thefe Negroes perceiving the prifoner to bear fo manfully 
what was fo wrongfully offered him, by an earneft and ftedfaft look on him, difcovered 
both his pity and concern for fo great injuftice done him. At laft, being encouraged 
by the gravity and modefty of his countenance, which promifed a great deal of pru¬ 
dence and difcretion, he approached him, and faid to him, w Since you have done no¬ 
body any harm, and your enemies have behaved themfelves immoderately rigorous to¬ 
wards you, not only in imprifoning, but likewife in depriving you of your goods and 
life, I offer myfelf, led thereunto by a principle of abhorrence of fuch aftions, to free 
you,” The captain taking heart at this proffer of the Negro’s, anfwered him ; “ If 
thou haft courage fufficient to deliver me from death, and conduct me in fafety to my 
fhip, I will in recompence reward thee with whatever thou canft alk. But how,” con¬ 
tinued he, “ is it poffible for me to have fo good fortune, when there are fo many ap¬ 
pointed to look after me ?” “ Leave that to me,” replied the Ethiopian, “ for 1 do 

not doubt but I lhall be able, by the help of fix of my companions whom I have already 
engaged, to carry you off fafe to your Ihip. The way I have propofed to do it is, by 
making the reft of my companions dead drunk with good wine, which will gwe us that 
are your friends a liberty to a£t as we pleafe.” He was not long afterwards as good as 
his word, and the fuccefs of his endeavours anfwered his expectation. The captain 
looked upon his deliverer to be rather an angel fent from heaven to his afliftance, than 
a black Ethiopian. As foon as they were got out of the prifon, they made all the hafte 
they could, direfting their fteps all that night through thick woods and unfrequented 
paths, till at length they got fafe to the port. The Negro went aboard the fliip, where 
he acquainted the Dutch guard, that the governor had fet at liberty both the captain 
and his crew, and, therefore, advifed them to free their prifoners from their fetters, and 
fet them at liberty. The Hollanders immediately obeyed this order, giving credit to 
what word the Negro had brought them, he having been always looked upon for an 
honeft fellow j and, receiving a fmall reward, departed. 

The captain feeing himfelf mafter of his fhip, returned his unfeigned thanks to hea¬ 
ven for his prefervation, and then fetting open all his chefts, offered his preferver what 
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recompence he would have: all which the Negro refufed, alledging that what ferviee 
he had done him, was wholly on account of his being a man of honour, and in com* 
miferation of his condition, and not out of any intereft or advantage which he propofed 
to himfelf thereby ; and further, that if he pleafed to accept of his and his companions 
ferviee, they would follow him wherefoever he went* If that be your intention,” 
replied the obliged Frenchman, “ let us fet fail and be gone, and I (hall always endea¬ 
vour to proportion my gratitude and acknowledgments to your merits.” This faid, the 
feamen did not weigh their anchors, but cut their cables, and, hoifting fail at the fame 
time, to avoid falling afrefti into the Hollanders’ hands, flood their courfe diredly for 
France. The great civilities (hewed both to this Negro and his companions throughout 
the whole voyage, are not to be exprefled : the feamen would often compliment them, 
and efpecially their chief, calling him their deliverer. When they came to land, the 
captain’s relations and friends (trove which fliould oblige thefe Blacks molt. When 
they had been about three months afhore, the Negroes advifed the captain to freight his 
fhip anew with fome rich merchandize and curiofiries, and to fail towards a place called 
Chinea, where they could conduct him to a port not fubjeft to the Hollanders, and 
known to them, where he might gain what profit he pleafed without any danger. Who 
now could have miflrufted the prefervers of their lives? The captain therefore con- 
fidering of the propofal, and knowing it to be as they had told him, the place they 
named being below the mines, freighted his fhip accordingly, and fet fail again towards 
the eaftern coafls of Africa. Coming to an anchor in the ifiand of St, Thomas to take 
in frefh provifions, where the wind and current are always fair for Chinea or Mina, he 
made what hafle he could to put again to fea: at his ftrft coming out, he had a very 
gentle gale, but flood ready again!! the trade or fettled wind came up, which the Portu- 
guefe call Viracao, which there riles and falls every fix hours with the tide. Then 
Spreading their fails, the mariners, except the pilot, fteerfman, and another perfon, toge¬ 
ther with the fubtle Negroes, who watched for fome ill purpofe, fell aileep. One of 
thefe Negroes fet himfelf to cutting of wood, to the end that with the noife of the ax 
he might drawn what the others intended to do. The others knocked out the brains of 
four of the feamen, together with the pilot, and their defigns were to have murdered 
all; but as Providence would have it, the captain hearing of what had happened by 
means of a little boy, fnatching up a cutlafs and two brace of piftols, and finding the 
door bolted without, he was forced to get out at a port-hole; when he came upon deck, 
and faw fome of his men lying dead, and others defending themfelves, he called out to 
wake the reft of the feamen, and then falling on, foon difpatched four of the Negroes, 
amongft whom was their chief, whofe head was inftantly cut oft', and his body fent to 
feed the fharks. The three that remained, having firft confefled, that their plot was to 
have murdered all the (hip's crew,and afterwards to have runaway to their own country 
with the veffel, boafting what a trick they had put upon the Chriftians of Europe, paid 
the merit of their folly, for they were immediately hanged up at the yard-arm. This 
happening in fight of the ifiand of St. Thomas, the people from the ftiore fired upon the 
(hip to know the occafion of it; but the captain hanging out a white flag, fent his boat 
alhore to acquaint them how he had been ufed by the Negroes, which extremely fur- 
prifed both the iflanders and fome others that heard it; but they more efpecially won¬ 
dered how thofe fubtle Blacks could harbour fo ill a defign fo long. The captain fur¬ 
ther told me, that after this he would needs go to Sogno to fee the river Zaire, and try 
if he could thereby get into the kingdom of the Abyffinians belonging to Prefter-John* 
He was informed that that river, by reafon of the great number of ifiands in it, and the 
feveral canals and rivers that run into it, was not at all fafe for great (hips to fail in: he 

r r 2 neverthelefs 


MEROLLA’s VOYAGE TO CONGO. 


308 

neverthelefs was refolved to venture to fatisfy himfelf in what he had propofed. Being 
obliged to pafs by die kingdom of Angoij, which lay on the other fide of the river, the 
inhabitants thereof, perceiving a ihip coming along with fnch people on board as they 
had never feen or heard of before, fent out a canoe to them to tell them they mull come 
and anchor in Capinda, a port of the faid kingdom. And likewife having further un¬ 
der flood, that they were going to make difcoveries up the river, they let them know, 
that if they would comply with their requeft, and come to harbour in their port, they 
lhould thence be conduced in their difeovery, and buy as many Haves and as much 
ivory as they pleafed. But above all things they advifed them not to touch upon Sogno, 
affi rming that people were enemies to the Whites, and not many years before had made 
a great daughter among them. The captain, to fatisfy thefe people, left a boat laden 
with goods with two mariners in it, and failed away. The Negroes carried them up 
into the country, and divided the merchandize among theinfelves. Fifteen days paft, and 
no news was heard of the faid two feamen, nor even of any trade or traffic fettled by 
their means, and yet the Negroes gave good words, and went daily aboard the fhip to 
preferve a good correfpondence, drinking and caroufing at the captain's expence. At 
length the Mani or governor of Capinda coming on board himfelf, accompanied with 
five or fix followers, the French captain on a fudden caufed them to be feized and clapped 
under hatches in irons, threatening that unlefs the two mariners with their merchan¬ 
dize were fpeedily reftored, he would not only carry them away for flaves, but likewife 
as many others of that kingdom as he could meet. We Capuchins perfuaded the count 
of Sogno to do the captain juftice, who, upon the apprehending the Mani and his com¬ 
panions, recovered the feamen and part of the goods. To fatisfy for the reft, the An¬ 
goij were ordered to pay twelve flaves; which not coming, the captain fet fail with the 
feven he had got, putting the eighth aihore to conduct the twelve flaves affigned to Sog¬ 
no, where he traded for three hundred flaves, whom he carried to fell in the ifland Hif- 
paniola. The captain himfelf told me he was extremely pleafed that he had got a 
Negro governor to prefent to his King clothed after the fafliion of that country. 

By this relation the reader may perceive that the Negroes are both a malicious and 
fubtle people, and I likewife muft allow that they fpend the moft part of their time 
in circumventing and deceiving; yet I cannot allow, that becaufe they are a ftubborn 
foil, they muft be left uncultivated j being of fo perverfe a nature as they generally 
are, they require the greater application of inftru&ion. But this ftill is to be faid for 
them, that when you come once to eradicate their vicious principles, they feldom or 
never return to their ftate of damnation again. 

Grievous no doubt are the fufferings of the miffioners in thefe parts, whether you 
confider the length of their travels, their frequent want of neceffaries, the various 
climates of the countries they pafs through, the fuffocaring and infupportable heats, 
efpecially to us Europeans, who fry within our woollen clothes, the travelling over rocks 
and frightful precipices, the often fleeping upon the bare ground, the being perfecuted 
by wizards and fuch fort of wretches, and fomerimes by bad Chriftians f and laftly, 
the lofmg fo much blood as we are fain to do to preferve our healths, and a thou- 
fand other inconveniences in life, which cannot be here enumerated ; all which are 
neverthelefs pleafing to thofe who undergo them on account of its being for God’s 
fake they fufter, who being a remunerate animarum, both can and will reward them. 

As to my return from Africa, it was truly through mere neceffity, and at which I 
was not a little concerned, when I confidered that 1 muft leave fo much work undone 
behind me, and whereof thofe poor kingdoms have fo much need to conduit them in their 
way to heaven. My departure was principally occafioned by my illnefs, but had I 
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recovered my health in Brazil whither I was going, as I propofed to myfelf, my inten¬ 
tions were to have returned once more to Ethiopia; but my recovery proved fo very 
flow, and I found myfelf fo exceedingly weak, that I laid all thofe thoughts afide. 
Arriving not long after at Bahia, the principal city of Brazil, I was for a fhort time 
entertained very courteoufly in a French convent of our order, whofe friars ufed their 
utmoft diligence to procure me a good captain to tranfport me fick as I was to Lilbon. 
They firft fpoke to a countryman of theirs, and who offered to carry and provide me 
a convenient cabin becaufe I was fick, but I muff go as a paffenger, and not as chaplain, 
and that becaufe he would not fubmit to the laws of Portugal, which make it a crime 
for any Ihip to fail without one. I told him, as I had formerly done the other captain 
at the beginning of my voyage to Africa, that if he would needs exclude me from the 
duties of my funftion, I mull neceffarily refufe his offer, being willing to earn my diet 
and paffage, and fa we parted. I was afterwards requefted by the governor of Maffan- 
gano, who came with us from the kingdom of Angola, and from whom I had received 
feveral civilities in our voyage, to go along with him to Portugal; I thankfully accepted 
his offer, and in three months’ time, in company of a fleet of twenty-eight fhips laden 
with tobacco and fugars, by the afliftance of a favourable wind and good weather, we 
reached the height of Lifbon. 

It being almolt night before we got near the port, but three of our fhips could get 
in, viz. that I was in, the Frenchman, and another, the reft being to keep out at fea all 
that night, and the greateft part of the next day, by reafon the tide was againft them. At 
day-break the phyfician came on board us three, to fee what ftate of health we were in ; 
but before he approached, the Frenchman thinking it had been a cuftom-houfe Felucca, 
went to hide a certain quantity of tobacco he had in his powder-room, but through a 
fatal mifcarriage letting a fpark from the candle fall on one of the barrels, the powder 
took fire and blew up the poop of the fhip, whereby the water flowing into the reft of 
the Mattered veffel, it funk in a trice; none of the people that were in her efcaped, 
but only fuch as could fwim, and they made Ihift to get to lhore, or eife were taken up 
by boats. If this fhip had not funk as flie did after fhe was blown up, what damage 
might fhe not have done us that were very near her! Having obferved the great 
efcape I and iny fellow-voyagers had, I fell on my knees, and returned my unfeigned 
thanks to the Moll High for our prefervation, and efpecially in that I happened not to 
go in that unfortunate ihip. This accident was reported about among the vulgar to 
have been a judgment on the faid fhip for not having a chaplain on board her. 

At length we landed, which we had no fooner done, but I and Father Francis da 
Pavia, a chaplain in another fhip, and my companion all the way from Ethiopia, fell 
down on our knees again to return heaven thanks for our fafe arrival in Portugal; we 
then went immediately to wait on the King, who being gone that day out of the city 
to vifit the Infanta his daughter, we were fain to defer that intention. At his return 
His Majefty being informed of our defigns, and having fcarce alighted, fent prefently 
for us: but the meflengers not finding us in the city, came to our convent, where they 
met us and gave us to underftand, that we might go to the court whenloever we pleafed, 
the King being very defirous to fee us. We loft no time, but immediately repaired to 
court, and were admitted to audience. 

The King's countenance was extremely pleafing, and his reception of us very friendly, 
Handing out of refpeft to us with his hat all the while in his hand ; he kiffed our 
habits, and then began to fpeak of our order and million, and efpecially of us Italian 
miffioners, for whom he faid he had a very particular refpeft, having been often in¬ 
formed how much good we had done, and did daily for God’s fervice; and that 

although 


^HOLLA'S VOYAGE TO CONGO# 


310 

although it was tfue that he had forbid any foreign prieft to exercife their funftion 
within his conquefts in thofe parts, yet he did by no means defign to exclude his Italian 
Capuchins thereby* Thefe words he fpoke not only once, but repeated as often as 
any opportunity offered in difcourfe. 

I muft not forget the civilities fliewed me here by Signior Nicolo Bonacurfi, a gen¬ 
tleman of Florence, who took me from our convent at Lifbon to tranfport me to Leg¬ 
horn, proffering me withal a neceffary fubfiftence for the whole voyage. Herein never- 
thelefs the captain of the fhip oppofed him, telling me that I fhould eat at his table: 
but Signior Nicolo notwithftanding would not be refufed the fending a fervant along 
with me to wait on me, which I muft own the fellow did with a great deal of obfequi- 
oufnefs and diligence. Signior Nicolo would alfo have hired a Felucca to carry me to 
Naples; which I refiifmg, he recommended me to the Marquis Pucci at Leghorn, to 
the end that he might fee me provided with neceffaries for my farther voyage to Genoa, 
whither I was bound. We not long after fet fail, and arrived at Leghorn in a fhort 
time, whence in a few days I went on board a fhip called the Holy Rofe, and with a 
profperous gale foon got to Genoa. As we were going to enter the port about mid¬ 
night, the wind all of a fudden chopped about full in our teeth, forcing us back to 
fea again. About break of day, while we were making for the mouth of the bay to 
get in, a French mao of war was juft coming out, who perceiving us failed, made up 
to us, keeping to windward; her captain as he came nearer hailed us to fend our 
boat on board, but ours taking little or no notice of him failed on ; whereupon the 
Frenchman came up to the windward of us again, giving us to underftand, that being 
we were a man of war like himfelf, he was obliged by an exp refs order from his King 
either to force us aboard or to fink us. At the hearing of this, all our fhip’s company 
were extremely concerned, and that efpecially becaufe the day before, at the difcovery of 
Genoa, we had difcharged all our cannon, except thirteen, which we referved to falute 
the holy crofs in the faid city. Our mufquets likewife were all laid up in the gun¬ 
room, and our feamen had put on their beft clothes to go afhore j neverthelefs, laying 
afide all fear or delay, two of our officers got ready what arms they had, and ranged 
both paffengers and feamen, except only thofe that were quartered at the aforefaid great 
guns, on the decks, in expeftation of the enemy's being as good as his word, fince we 
had abfolutely refufed to comply with his commands. What a buz and rumour was 
to be heard every where then amongft the armed foldiers and feamen 1 For my part 
I almoft thought I was in hell, and which put me in mind of that verfe of Virgil's in 
his fixth iEneid, 

—-Stridor frrri, tra&seque catena*. 

At length to prevent what inconveniences might have enfued fo ralii an engagement, 
the French captain fent his brother on board us to fee who we were, who coining near 
us, and perceiving what preparations we had made for a fight, and moreover hearing 
from us that we were Genoefe, cried out, “ To what pur pole are all thefe warlike 
preparations, fince there is peace between us and Genoa ?” We anfwered him, that 
at fea we ought always to be on our guard againft accidents we might meet with, and 
for aught we knew his fhip might be no French man of war, becaufe it was a common 
thing to put out falfe colours. He then demanded what number of men we had on 
board, having perceived a great many on the deck ; we told him we were four hun¬ 
dred, and in truth we were fo many. At laft he acquainted us, that he had orders 
from his matter to demand all Frenchmen he could meet with, except merchants, on 
board any veffel whatever, and defired to know if we had any fuch among us ; 
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fearch was made, and all that were found delivered immediately, except a drummer 
who hid himfelf, fo that much time was fpent before he could be found, but at laft he 
went with the reft. This done, the Frenchman departed peaceably, and left us to 
purfue our entrance into the port, which we immediately did, and being fafely got in, 
caft anchor before the city. 

It might have proved a more than ordinary damage to us, had we engaged this French 
veflel, by reafon that over and above a great quantity of merchandize of different kinds 
which we had on board, we had likewife above a million and a half of money belonging 
to merchants, as alfo a great deal of uncoined and unwrought filver. Our Ihip carried 
befides all the money that had been colleded that year in Spain by the commiffary of 
the croifade, as likewife feveral other funis given in charity towards the canonizing of 
two faints at Rome# 

As I obferved fome things in my way through the city of Lifbon when I went to 
Congo, fo I cannot help taking notice here of another particular which I heard there as 
I came back: it was about a law made by the King of Portugal concerning excefs in 
apparel. It feems the French merchants had before been accuftomed every year to 
introduce new fafbions in clothes after their own fancies, and drefling babies in them, 
to expofe them to the view of the people, who prefently bought up thofe garments, and 
fo had a new fafhion every year, whereby the fellers were enriched, and the buyers 
impoverifhed; fcrthat moft of the coin of Portugal fell into the hands of the French; 
to prevent the exportation whereof, the King raifed the value of it# But this he was 
neverthelefs difappointed in, for the French merchants obferving what had been done, 
raifed the value of their goods proportionably, and the people were fd far infatuated, 
that they were refolved to have them whatever they coft them. The King feeing this, 
publiflied another proclamation to prohibit his fubjefts the wearing of any filk, gold or 
filver, and withal commanded them to confine themfelves to bays, or fucli fluffs as were 
the manufacture of the country, prohibiting alfo foreign hats and (lockings. And the more 
to incline his fubjefls to the obferving of this law, he himfelf firfl fet them an example. 
As for what filk, gold or filver the church required, he ordered certain commiffioners 
to procure what was neceffary for that purpofe from Venice, and elfewhere, but which 
was to be fealed to prevent any greater quantities being imported# By thefe means 
fuperfluous expences have been wholly banifhed this kingdom and its couquefls; and 
if other nations would take example by them, luxury would not be fo rampant, nor 
vice fo triumphant. More might be faid upon this fubjeft, but I fear I have fufficiently 
tired my reader already, and therefore fhall here conclude the relation of my voyage 
into fouthern Africa, 
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AN APPENDIX to the Voyage to Congo, &c* 

A Letter from the King of Congo to the Author , upon his arrival at the Port of Ango ij 
Written in Portuguefe, and thus in EnglifI)* 

The Superfcription* 

To the very reverend Father, Father Jerom da Sorento, a Capuchin and Apoftolic 

Miffioner, whom God preferve* 

Moft reverend Father, 

I RECEIVED Your Reverence's kind letter, with a great deal of joy and fatisfaftion for 
the favour Your Reverence has done me. Having underftood your fafe arrival at Ca- 
pinda, I was very glad of it, and do befeech God always to preferve you in the like 
ftate of health for the future, to the end that we the unworthy fervants of God may 
reap the benefit of it For my part I fhali ever be ready to obey all Your Reverence's 
commands as your fpirltual fan, as will likewife your fpiritual daughter Donna Potenti- 
ana my mother. We both earneftly defire to our power to fhew our readinefs to ferve 
you* Moft reverend Father, I have comprehended all Your Reverence writ to me, 
extremely well ; but, O my Father, I know not how I fhali be able to be fufficiently 
thankful to God for his mercy, in promifing me the fight of your loving countenance! 
Come then fpeedily and perfonally to the affiftance and relief of thofe poor fouls that 
defire to receive benedifUon from your facred hands. It is moft true what I tell you, 
for our fouls are all on fire to fee Your Reverence as they ought; and therefore, moft 
holy Father, haften Your Reverence's journey, purfuant to your promife by your mef- 
fenger, that we may receive you with joy and feftivals. I conjure you, proftrate at your 
holy feet, as an apoftolic miffioner and fon of the bleffed St- Francis, to hearken to my 
words. I befeech you, let me hear from Your Reverence from Loanda, for I have 
feveral important matters to communicate to you, which will extremely contribute to¬ 
wards the increafe of Chriftianity* For this purpofe, I feat my favourite Garzia Mi¬ 
chael to wait upon and conduct Your Reverence to my palace* He will bring a Have 
along with him, whom I beg Your Reverence to accept, though but an inconfiderable 
prefent. I fhali trouble Your Reverence with no more j God preferve you, and I 
humbly recommend myfelf to your holy facrifices. 

Your Reverence's. Son, the Prince of Congo, 

t Don John Emanuel Gritho, 

Who treads on the hon in the kingdom of his mother* 

Lemba, Feb* 22* 1688* 

I believe I fhali not greatly difpleafe my reader, if I add here the cuftoms of thefe 
Ethiopians in their eating and drinking at feafts, which they commonly celebrate with 
great numbers, and at night. A great company being got together, they fit round in 
a ring upon the ureen grafs; which having done, a large thick round wooden platter is 
placed in the midft of them; this platter is called by them Malonga: the eldeft of them, 
whom in their language they call Maculuntu, or Cocolocangi, is to divide and difpenfe 
to every one his portion, which he performs with that exaftnefs, that if there happen 
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to be a bit better than ordinary, that is likewife divided proportionably among the com¬ 
pany. By thefe means there are no complaints or murmurs to be heard amongft them, 
but every one is contented with What is allotted him. When they drink, they make 
ufe of neither cups nor glaffes, to the end that every man may have what is judged 
fufficient for him and no more. The judge of this is the Maculuntu, who holds the 
Moringo, or flalk, to the perfon’s mouth that drinks; and when he thinks he has 
drank fufficient, he pulls it away. This is practifed all along even to the end of the 
feaft. That which feems ftrangeft to me is, that if any perfon whatfoever, man or 
woman, great or fmall, though not known to them, happens to pafs by where the guefts 
are eating, he or fhe thrufts into the ring, and has an equal fhare with the reft, with¬ 
out the trouble of making any compliment, or fpeaking a word. If this ftranger 
happens to come after the portions are allotted, then is the carver to take fomething 
from every man’s mefs to make up a fhare for him. If it fo chance that many un¬ 
invited guefts come, they all have the aforefaid liberty, and may eat and drink as freely 
as if they had been invjted. When the travellers perceive the platter empty, they rife 
up and go their ways without taking any leave, or returning thanks to the company. 
And though thefe ftrangers have never fo great plenty of provifions along with them 
of their own, as it very often happens they have, yet do they forfake their own for 
that of thefe people. Another thing I much wondered at is, that they never afk thefe 
intruders any queftions, as whence they come, whither they go, or the like, but all 
matters pafs with fo great filence, that one would think that they therein imitated the 
ancient law arifong the Lochri, a people of Achaia, reported by Plutarch, which im¬ 
ported that if any one demanded of another what was done, what was faid, or the 
like, the perfon that aiked thofe queftions was to pay a fine. Locrenfmm lex qua ftquu 
pcregre recurfus rogabat, Nunquid navi, eum mulfdd afficiebat. Plut. de Curiofit. 
iaudanda. 

It has happened to me, that being about to entertain feme perfons that had been 
ferviceable to me, at dinner-time I obferved the number of my guefts greatly increafed; 
whereupon afking who thofe new-comers were, they anfwered, they did not know ; 
which caufed me to reply, “ Then do ye allow of thofe to eat with ye, who have had 
no fhare in your labour ?” To which all the anfwer I could get from them was, that 
it was the cuftom fo to do. 'Phis charity of theirs feemed to me fo commendable, that I 
ordered their commons to be doubled, being not a little pleafed to find fo great love and 
amity even amongft pagans. If the like good cuftom were pra&ifed amongft us, we 
fhould not have fo many poor indigent wretches die in the flreets, and other places, 
merely for want, as there almoft daily do in all countries. 

If this cuftom of theirs be fo well worthy of commendation, anbther they have no 
lels deferves blame, that relates to their behaviour towards thdr wives j who being 
enjoined to work in the fields till noon, whilft their hufbands enjoy themfelves at 
home, are obliged at their return to get all things ready for dinner; and if they 
happen to want any thing, they muft dther buy it out of their own money, or barter 
clothes for it according to the cuftom; I fay out of their own money, or otherwife at 
their expence, by reafon that the wives here are obliged to find their hufbands with 
meat, and they are to provide wine and clothes for them. Dinner being got ready, 
it is firft fet before the hufband as mafter of the family, who fits *k>wn alone to table, 
while the wife and children wait diligently about him to ferve him in what he wants. 
When he has eat as much as he can, the remainder comes to the wife and children, who 
may fit down if they pleafe; yet they generally ftand, looking upon it to be their 
duty fo to do. But if after ail the hufband has a mind to eat the whole dinner, he 
may do it, and nobody can call him to account. I having aiked feveral of thefe people, 
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why they did not admit their wives to fit with them at table; they anfwered me, that 
women had a portion given them to that purpofe, and that they were born to ferve and 
obey the men: which perhaps they would not have iaid, if they had known what the 
poet Claudian affirmed, that women were bom to keep up the race of mankind, and 
not to be Haves to men. 

Nafcitur ad fruit dm mulier prolernq; futuram. Claud, in Eutkop. i. i. v. 330. 

Thefe are good things for travellers, to eat free-coft at other peoples’ tables; but 
fomerimes it happens that many are eaten and devoured theinfelves by a fort of ferpent 
as big as a beam, which they meet in the road in their way to Singa, which by look¬ 
ing on them only kills and confumes them. A perfon that was affaulted by one of 
thefe prodigious ferpents, happened by a lufty ftroke of a fcymitar, to cut him in 
two. The monfter having been thus cruelly ufed, and yet not killed, being you may 
imagine not a little enraged, lay upon the catch among the thick bulhes, to revenge 
itfelf on its enemies; and foon after two travellers happening to come by, it imme¬ 
diately crawled out, wounded as it was, and feized upon them, devouring them almoll 
whole. The neighbours thereabout hearing what had happened to thofe two men, 
refolved to fally out in a numerous body upon this maimed monfter ; which they not 
long afterwards did, but could never meet with it. At laft a Portuguefe captain taking 
a confiderable number of men along with him, armed with mufquets, fet forth in 
fearch of the ferpent; but not difcovering it, prefently he let all the company march 
on before, and ftaid himfelf behind a little. The ferpent perceiving him alone, con¬ 
fiding in his remaining force, crept out of his hole to leap upon him; the affrighted 
Portuguefe cried out at the fight of it, and moll of the people that were gone before, 
returning in great hafte, fent fo many bullets into the monfter’s body, that they foon 
difpatched it, after it had been the death of fo many unfortunate paffengers. 

From the death of this monfter, I proceed to fpeak of the fufferings of two of our 
miflioners, caufed to be dragged by the count of Sogno, and then expelled his 
dominions. Thefe two Fathers were, Father Andrew da Buti, and Father Peter da 
Seftola. The then count's name was Don Pedro de Caftro, who fending for them 
into his prefence, and they obeying his commands, he thus fpoke to them; “ How 
comes it to pafs. Fathers, that amongfl the pagans there is rain enough and to fpare, 
and we Chriftians have had not the leaft drop? What can the caufe of this be, and 
whence does it proceed ?” The people affirmed that the want of rain proceeded from 
fome relifts Father Andrew had by him, and that they could expeft none as long as 
he kept them. The count upon this immediately commanded him to throw them 
away, and that if, during all the next day there was not fome rain fell, both he and his 
companion muft look to themfelves, and expeft to be very ill-ufed. At that time the 
fky was extremely clear, and fo continued till about midnight; when all of a fudden 
the heavens began to be overcaft, and the clouds poured down fo plentiful a ihower, 
as was fufficient alone to prepare the earth for feed. Notwithftanding this, which had 
happened through the foie prayers of the two miflioners, the count not caring to have 
them any longer within his dominions, ordered them to undergo the oath of Chilumbo, 
to prove that they were innocent; but they thinking fuch a trial the molt diabolical 
that could pollibly be imagined, abfolutely refufed to fubmit to it; whereupon they 
were immediately feized, and molt inhumanly mifufed, dragged about, and all they 
had taken from them. He that was handled worft was Father Buti, who died not 
long alter of his hurt in the kingdom of Binquella the place of his miffion. This rela¬ 
tion is to be found conhrmed by Father Cornelius van Wouters, a Dutch Francifcan 
mar, who affirms it as an eye-witnefs. 
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The Explanation of feme few Conghefe Words infer ted in this Work , and made Englijh for 

the Eafe of the Reader . 


AC GALA, a man, 

Afina* a dead corpfe. 

Agariaria, a fort of wood and fruit that 
ferves to relieve a pain in the fides. 
Alacardo, a fmaller fort of crocodile, 
Alcatrici, birds each as large as two hens. 
Aliconde, a fort of exceeding large hollow 
tree. 

Almefega, a tree which diftils a liquor like 
unto frankincenfe, 

Bada, a kind of unicorn, 

Baia, the city of San Salvador, or St. 

Saviour in Brazil. 

Bicoma, a fort of nutmeg-tree, 

Birame, cotton-cloth that goes current for 
money. 

Bolungo, a fort of oath, or way of trial 
among the wizards* 

Boma, a very large kind of ferpent. 
Bonghi, or Libonghi, a fort of money. 
Bordoni, plants fomewhat like vines. 
Caboccos, children born of a White and a 
Brazilian. 

Cacchio, a bunch of fruit as large as a 
man can carry* 

Cacazumbu, a wizard. 

Candoua, a boat, 

Capafik, a wild cow. 

Cappaiva, a tree which yields oil, 
Cambemba, the devil. 

Cafciu, a fruit like an apple. 

Cazacaza, kidney-beans. 

Chegilla, precepts to'%e obferved, impofed 
on children by parents. 

Chicheras, a fort of tree with leaves of a 
drying nature. 

Chigongo, a fort of phyfical purging wood. 
Chilumbo, another oath or manner of trial 
among the wizards. 

Chinfu, a pot or pipkin. , 

Chlfecco, wood of a cooling nature. 

Cocco, the palm-fruit. 

Cocalocangi, the oldeft of the company 
that carves at meals. 

s s 


Colas, a red fruit which is to be eaten 
before one drinks. 

Copras, a fort of venomous ferpents. 
Concas, hen-parrots. 

Dongo, all forts of flefli or fifli, 

Donno, a fort of fruit that fmells like 
cinnamon. 

Evanga, a prieft. 

Eguandi, the mother, 

Emba, a fort of palm-tree that yields oil. 
Embambi, a ferpent which kills with its 
tail. 

Embetta, a fort of palm-wine exceedingly 
refrefliing. 

Embuchi, a kind of mufical infirumenfcs. 
Engulamafi, a fyren or mermaid. 

Engulo, a wild-boar, 

Enguffu, a parrot. 

Eutaga, cloth girt about the wailt. 

Fuba, millet-flower, 

Fumd, tobacco, 

Ganga, a fort of luperftitious oath or trial. 
Giaghi, a people who praftife forcery more 
than ordinary, 

Gnam, a great root that is eaten. 
Guaiavas, a fruit like a pear. 

Gum, eating. 

Impallanche, beafts with long wreathed 
horns. 

Impatnguazze, wild-cows, 

Incubik, a goat, 

Inzangd, a fpade. 

Mabocche, plants like unto orange-trees. 
Maccacchos, monkeys or apes. 

Maccutas, fort of ftraw-cloth which goes 
current for money. 

Macoluntu, the oldeft in the company 
that carves to the reft, 

Mafucca, a governor, 

Malonga, a wooden platter. 

Mamao, a fruit like a melon, 

Maneba, a fort of palm. 

Mandioch, a root whereof flower is made 
for bread, 
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Mangas, a tree whofe boughs hang down 
to the ground, and take root again 
therein. 

Mani, a lord or governor. 

Manimiincu, baptifm. 

Mafa, water. 

Maffamambala, the great millet. 
Maffamambuta, Indian wheat. 

Mattari, Hones. 

Melaffo, palm-wine. 

Melaffo Manputo, grape-wine. 
Migna-Migna, a tree good againft poifon. 
Mifangas, glafs-coral. 

Modello, a garment. 

Molecchcs, a general name among the 
Negroes. 

Mondelli, white. 

Moringo, a flafk. 

Muana, a fon or daughter. 

Muccacamas, Negro waiting-maids that 
wait on the Portuguefe women. 

Mulatto, one bom of a White and Negro 
woman. 

Ncaffa, a fort of tree. 


Ncocco, a kind of large beaft. 
Neubanzampuni, wild nutmegs. 

Ngamba, a fort of little drum. 

Nicefl, a fruit with a crucifix marked in 
the middle of it. 

Nfambi, a kind of wind-mufic. 
Oluchuche, an oath among the wizards. 
Pompero, a buyer of ilaves. 

Pompo, a market-place. 

Quilumbo, a market. 

Sagoris, little apes or monkeys. 

Somacca, a fmall ihip or fmack. 

Soua, lord of any place. 

Surfu, the hen. 

Tambi, funeral ceremonies for dead rela¬ 
tions. 

Toto, the earth. 

Tubarcos, inhabitants of Brazil. 

Tuberone, a filh not unlike the (hark. 
Tubia, the fire. 

Zabiambunco, God. 

Zacre, a large fpaeious river. 

Zerba, an animal like unto a wild male. 
Zimbo, money of (hells. 
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THE 

STRANGE ADVENTURES 

OF 

ANDREW BATTEL, of leigh, in essex, 

SENT BY THE PORTUGUESE PRISONER TO ANGOLA, 

WHO LIVED THEBE, AND IN THE ADJOINING REGIONS, NEAR EIGHTEEN YEARS.* 


Andrew Battel, his Voyage to the River of Plate , who, being taken on the Coaft of Brazil , 

was fent to Angola. 

I N the year 1589, Abraham Cocke, of Liraehoufe, began his voyage toward the 
river of Plate, with two pinnaces of fifty tuns each - the one was called the May- 
morning, the other the Dolphin* We failed from the river Thames the 20th of 
April, and the 26th of the fame month we put into Plymouth, where we took in fome 
provifion for the voyage- The yth of May we put to fea, and with foul weather were 
beaten back again into Plymouth, where we remained certain days, and then proceeded 
on our voyage: and running along the coaft of Spain and Barbary, we put into the 
road of San ft a Cruz, and there fet our light-horfe-man together, which we carried in 
two pieces ; Abraham Cocke made great account thereof, thinking that this boat Ihould 
have made his voyage. This done, we put to fea, and running along the coaft of 
Guinea, we were becalmed, owing to our being fo near the coaft. 

Here our men fell fick of the fcurvy, in fuch fort, that there were very few found } 
and being within three or four degrees of the equinoftial line, we fell in with the 
Cape de las Palmas, where we had fome refreflnng, wherewith our men recovered* 
The people of the Cape de las Palmas made much of us, faying they would trade with 
us; but it was but to betray us, for they were treacherous, and were like to have taken 
our boat, and hurt fome of our men. From this cape, we lay fouth-weft oft, but 
the current and the calms deceived us; fo that we were driven down to the ifle of 
St* Thomas, thinking we were farther off to the fea than we were j and being in dif- 
trefs for wood and water, we went in on the fouth end, between San Tome and the 
iflands Das Rolas, where we rode very fmooth, and with our light-horfe-man went 
afhore, thinking to have watered, but we found none in the ifland; here we found 
great ftore of plantains and oranges. We found a village of Negroes, which are fent 
from San Tome, for the Portuguefe of San Tome to ufe when their Haves be fick or 
weak, to fend them thither to get their ftrengtb again, for the iflands are very fruitful; 
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and though there be no frefli water, yet they maintain themfelves with the wine of the 
palm-trees. Having refrefhed ourfelves with the fruit of this ifland, we burned the 
village; and running on the eaft fide of San Tome, we came before the town, but we 
durft not come near, for the cattle fhot at us, which hath very good ordnance in it. 

Then we lay eaft by fouth of the main, and in twenty-four hours we had fight of the 
Cape de Lopo Gonfalves: and being within three leagues of the faid cape, we cad 
about and flood again toward the ifland of San Tome, and turned upon the weft fide 
of the ifland ; and coming to a litde river, which runneth out of the mountains, we 
went on fliore with our light-horfe-man, with fix or feven butts to fill with water. But 
the governor had embodied one hundred men of the ifland; and when we were on 
fhore they came upon us and killed one of our men, and hurt another: wherefore we 
retired to our boat, and got aboard. 

Then Abraham Cocke determined to fetch the coaft of Brazil, and lay weft-fouth- 
weft into the fea: and being fome fifty leagues off, we fell into a fcull of dolphins, 
which greatly relieved us, for they followed our Ihip all the way, till we fell in with 
the land, which was about thirty days; and running along the coaft of Brazil, till we 
came to Illha Grande, which Hands in five degrees fouth ward of the line: we put in 
between the ifland and the main, and hauled our ftiips artiore, and walhed them and 
refreflied ourfelves, and took in frefli water. In this ifland are no inhabitants, but it is 
very fruitful. After being here about twelve days there came in a little pinnace, which 
was bound to the river of Plate, which came to water and get fome refrefhment: and 
prefently we went aboard, and took the Portuguefe merchant out of the pinnace, who 
told Abraham Cocke that within two months there Ihould two pinnaces come from the 
river of Plate, from the town of Buenos Ayres. 

From this town there come every year four or five Caravols to Bahia in Brazil, and 
to Angola in Africa : which bring great treafure, and which is tranfported over-land 
out of Peru into the Plate river. Then Abraham Cocke, defirous to make his voyage, 
took fome of the Dolphin’s men into his Ihip, and fent the Dolphin home again, 
which had not as yet made any voyage. This Portuguefe merchant took us to a place 
in this ifland where there was a banilhed man, who had planted a great many plantains, 
and told us, that we might, with this fruit, go to the Plate river, for our provifions 
were almoft all fpent. 

With this hard allowance we departed from this ifland, and were thirty-fix days 
before we came to the Ifle of Lebos Marinos, which lies at the mouth of the river 
Plate. This ifland is half a mile long, and has no frefli water in it, but abounds in feals 
and fea-morfes; fo much that our light-horfe-man could not get alhore for them, without 
beating them with our oars. The ifland is covered with them. Upon thefe feals we 
lived about thirty days, lying up and down the river, and were greatly diftreffed for 
want of other food. We then determined to run up to Buenos Ayres, and with our 
light-horfe-man to take one of the pinnaces that rode at the town. When being fo high 
up the river at the town, we had a great ftorm from the fouth-weft, which drove us 
back again, and forced us to ride under Ifla Verde, that is, the Green Ifland, which 
lies in the mouth of the river on the north fide. 

Here we were in fuch a diftrefling condition for want of provifion, that we gave over 
the voyage, and came to the northward again, to the ifland of St, Sebaftian, lying 
under the tropic of Capricorn. There we went alhore to catch fifh, and fome went up 
into the woods to gather fruit, for we were almoft all familhed. There was at that 
time a canoe full of Indians, that came from the town of Spiritu Sanfto. Thefe 
Indians landed on the weft fide of the ifland, and came through the woods, and took 
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five of us, and carried us to the river Janeiro, After this misfortune, our captain 
Abraham Cocke went to fea, and was never heard of more. 

After we that were taken had remained four months in the river Janeiro, one Torner 
and I were feat to Angola in Africa, to the city of St, Paul, fituated nine degrees to 
the lbuthward of the equino&ial line. Here I was foon taken out of the fhip, and put 
in prifon, and afterwards fent up the river Quanfa, to a garrifon town, a hundred and 
thirty miles up that river. After having been there two months, the , pilot of the 
governor’s pinnace died, and I was commanded to take her down to the city, where I 
foon fell ill, and lay eight months fo. Here I was much hated, becaufe I was an Eng- 
lifhman. But being at length recovered, Don John Hurtado de Mendoza, who was 
then governor, commanded me to go in a pinnace to a place called Zaire, on the 
river Congo, to trade for elephants’ teeth, wheat, and palm-tree oil- This place is 
fifty leagues from the city to the northward \ at the mouth of the river is an ifland, 
called ifle Calabes, which had at that time a town in it. Here we laded our pinnace 
with elephants’ teeth, wheat, and palm-tree oil, and then returned again to the city. 

His trading on the Coaji ; Offer to efcape , Imprifonment: his fending to Elambo^ and Bahia 

Das Vaccas : many f range Occurrences* 

THEN 1 was fent to Longo, which is fifteen leagues to the northward of Zaire, and 
carried fueh commodities as are fit for that place ; fuch as long glafs-beads, round blue 
beads, feed beads, and looking-glaffes; red and blue coarfe cloth, and Irifii rugs. 
Here we fold our cloth to great advantage, getting at the rate of three elephants’ teeth, 
which weighed on an average one hundred and twenty pounds, in exchange for one 
yard of cloth. We bought a great quantity of palm-cloth, and elephants’ tails. In a 
little time we laded our pinnace. With my fuccefs in this voyage the governor was 
much pleafed, and promifed me my liberty, if I would ferve him. In this manner I 
continued trading in his pinnace on the coaft for two years and a half. 

About that time there came a veffel from Holland to the city, the owner of which 
promifed to carry me away ; and when they were ready to depart, I went fecretly on 
board, but I was betrayed by fome Portuguese, who belonged to the veffel, and fetched 
on (hore by the fergeants of the city, and put in prifon, where I lay in irons two 
months, expecting the governor would have me put to death ; but this expeftation 
was changed into a feptence of baniftunent for life to the fort of Maffmgano, to ferve 
in the conqueft of thofe parts. Here 1 led a wretched life for the fpace of fix years, 
without any hope of ever feeing the fea again. 

In this fort were fome Egyptians and Moors, who like myfelf were banifhed here. 
To one of the Egyptians I opened my mind, by telling him it were better to venture 
our lives to effect our liberty, than to live in luch wretchednefs here \ he feemed as 
willing as myfelf to make the trial, and likewife told me he would get ten of his com¬ 
panions, three Egyptians, and feven Portuguefe, to join us, 1 hat night we all met, 
and having taken the bed canoe we could find, went down the river Coanza; and 
having proceeded as far down as Mani Cabech, which is a little lordlhip in the pro¬ 
vince of Elarnbo, we went on fliore with our twelve mufquets, powder, and Ihot- 
Here we funk our canoe that it fiiould not be difcovered where we went on fhore. We 
made a little fire in the wood, and roafted fome wheat we had brought from Maffan- 
gano, which was all the provifion we had* 
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As foon as it was night we purfued our journey, and travelled the hole night and 
the next day without any water to quench our thirft; the fecond night we were not 
able to proceed, and were fain to dig and fcrape up roots of trees and fuck them to 
keep life in us. The third day we met with an old Negro, who was travelling to Mani 
Cabech j we bound his hands behind him, and made him lead us the way to the lake 
of Cafanfa j and continued to travel the whole day in extreme heat till we came to the 
Banza, or town of Mani Cafanfa, diftant about twelve leagues from the city of St. 
Paulo* Here we were forced to afk for water, but they would not let us have any ; on 
which we determined to make ufe of our fire-arms to obtain it; which they perceiving, 
called their lord Mani Cafanfa, who gave us fome water and fair fpeeches, defiring we 
might ftay all night, but as this was only to betray us, we immediately departed, and 
got to the lake of Cafanfa, where we refted that night. 

The fourth night we came to the river which is tow r ard the north, and palled it with 
great danger, for there are fuch a quantity of crocodiles in this river, as make it dam 
% gerous for a man to come to the river fide where it is deep. The fifth night we came 
to the river Dande, and had travelled fo far to the eaftward that we found ourfelves 
near the Sorras, or mountains of Mantbangono, where a chief lives who makes war 
againfl the King of Congo, to whofe territory we were going. Here we paffed the 
river, and refted half the night: and being about two leagues from the river, we met 
with fome Negroes, who afked us where we were going ; we told them to Congo ; they 
faid we were going wrong, and that they were Mafficangos, and would take us to 
Bamba, where the chief of Bamba lived. We went about three miles with them, but 
perceiving by the fun that we were going wrong, would go no farther that way, and 
turned back to the weftward, on which they flood before us with their bows and arrows 
ready to ftioot ,at us. But we being determined to pafs through them, difcharged fix 
mufquets together on them, which killed four, and fo furprifed the reft that they 
retired very precipitately. Neverthelefs they turned back, and followed us four or five 
miles, and hurt two of our companions with their arrows* The next day we came 
to the borders of Bamba, and continued travelling all that day. At night we could 
hear the forge of the fea. The morning of the feventh day, we faw the captain of the 
city purfuing us with horfemen, and a great number of Negroes. Hereupon the feven 
Portuguefe being terrified, hid themfelves. The four Egyptians and myfelf thought 
to have efcaped, but they followed us fo faft that we were forced to take fhelter in a 
little wood, where they foon difcovered us and fired a volley of (hot at us, which made 
us difperfe. 

Finding myfelf all alone, I bethought myfelf that if the Negroes Ihould catch me 
in the woods they would kill me, wherefore thinking to do better with the Portuguefe 
and Mulattoes, I came out of the wood with my mufquet charged, making' little 
account of my life. The captain knowing we had been twelve, called to me and faid, 
“ Fellow-foldier, I have the governor's pardon, if you will fubmit you {hall receive no 
hurt." I with my mufquet ready, anfwered him, that I was an Englifhman, and had 
ferved fix years at Maffangano in great mifery; and travelled in company with the 
Egyptians and Portuguefe, but was now alone \ 44 and rather than be hanged, I will 
die here amongft you.” On which the captain came up to me and faid, ^ M Deliver 
thy mufquet to one of the loldiers, and I proteft, as I am a gentleman and a foldier, 
to fave thy life, for thy courageous behaviour,” whereupon I gave up my mufquet 
and fubmitted. 

The captain then commanded all the foldiers and Negroes to fearch the woods for 
the others, with orders to bring them out alive or dead. They foon found them, and 
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brought them cut. Then they took us to the city of St. Paulo, where the three 
Egyptians and I lay three months in prifon, with collars of iron round our necks, and 
great bolts on our legs, and in other refpefts were very hardly ufed. 
b About this time the governor fent four hundred men, that were banilhed out of 
Portugal, up into the country of Elambo. About this time I was, by proclamation 
made through the city, banilhed for ever to the Wa, and fent with thefe men to So- 
wonfo, who is a lord that obeyeth the Duke of Bamba; from thence to Samanibanfa, 
and afterwards to Namba Calamba, who is a great lord that refilled us ; but we fet fire 
to his town and burned it, after which he not only fubmitted but brought three thou- 
fand warlike Negroes to us. From thence we went to Lollancango, a little Ioid who 
oppofed us {foully, but was at length obliged to fubmit; from thence we went to 
Combrecaianga, where we remained two years, during which time we were often en- 
.raoed m wars with the neighbouring ftates, which at length we brought to fubmit. 
We were now fifteen thoufand ft rang, and with this force marched to the Outeiro, 
or mountain of Ingotnbe; but fir ft we burned all Ingafia, which was his country, 
and then we came to the chief town of Ingombe, which is half a day’s journey to 

lord came upon us with more than twenty thoufand bows, and did us great 
damage ; but returning their aifault with our fire-anns, we made great havock amongft 
them, whereupon he retired up into the mountain, and lent one of his captains to our 
general to fignify that the next day he would obey him. Accordingly the next day 
he entered our camp in great pomp with drums, Petes, and Pongoes or Waytes, and 
was royally received bv us. Here he made great prefents, by which he greatly enriched 
our general, and thofe with him. On the top of the mountain is a great plain very 
fruitful in palm-trees, fugar-cancs, potatoes, and other things; befides great quan¬ 
tities of lemon and orange trees. In this place is a tree called Engeriay, which bears 
a fruit as big as a Pome-water, and contains a ftone which is a remedy for the windy 
cholic, which was not known to the Portuguefe. Here is alio a river of fielh water 
that fprings out of the mountain, and runs through the town; After haying ftaid here 
five days we marched up the country, continuing to bum and deftroy lor the fpace of 
fix weeks ; and then returned to Engombe again with a great quantity of Haves, Iheep, 
and goats, befides a great many Margarite-ftones which pafs as current money through 
the country. Here we pitched our camp, a league from this pleafant mountain, and 
remained there twelve months. Here 1 received a Ihot in my right leg, and many 
Portuguefe and Mulattoes were carried to the city to be cured. 

The governor then fent a frigate to the Southward, with fixty foldiers, among which 
number I was one, with ail kind of commodities. We turned up to the fouthward, 
till we came into twelve degrees, where we found a fair Tandy bay. Here the people 
brought us cows, Iheep, wheat, and beans; but we did not flop long here, but went 
to Babia das Vaccas, that is the Bay of Cows, but which the Portuguefe call Babia 
-de Torre, becaufe it has a rock like a tower. Here we rode on the north fide of the 
rocks in a fandy bay; and during our ftay, bought a great number of cows and fheep, 
which latter are much bigger than our Englilh Iheep. We likewife purchaied fome 
copper; alfo a kind of fweet wood called Cacongo, which the Portuguefe much 
dteem; and alfo a great quantity of wheat and beans. Having laden our bark, we 
fent her home, but fifty of us ftaid on Ihore, where we made a fmall fort of rafters of 
wood, as a fafeguard againlt the treachery of the people, who are not to be trufted. 
In the’ courfe ofSeventeen days, we had collefled five hundred head of cattle. Soon 
after, the governor fent three lhips'to take us and our cargoes to the city. 
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Iii this bay many fhips may ride with fafety, and xefrefh. The Portuguefe carracks 
have of late failed along the coaft, and come to the bay of this city to water and refrefh 
themfelves. I he people are called Endallanbondos, who being under the reftraint of 
no taws, are very treacherous; which makes it very neceflary for thofe who deal with 
them to be very much upon their guard. They are fuch great cowards, that thirty or 
forty men may go up the country and drive down whole herds of cattle, without any 
danger of oppohtion from them. We purchafed the cattle with blue glafs-beads of 
about an inch long, which are called Moplndes, and paid at the rate of about fifteen 
of them for one cow. 

This province is called Dombe, and has a ridge of high Sierras or mountains, that 
ftretch from the mountains or Sierras of Cambambe, in which are mines lying along 
the coaft, fouth and by weft. Here is alfo a great quantity of fine copper, but they 
work no more than they want for themfelves. The men wear Ikins about their 
middles, and beads about their necks. 1 hey ufe bows and arrows, and darts of iron. 
They are beaftly in their manner of living. 

Their women wear a ring of copper about their necks, which weighs fifteen pounds at 
the leaft, about their arms little rings of copper, that reach to their elbows, about their 
middles a cloth made of the Infandie tree, which is neither fpun or wove, and on their 
legs rings of copper that reach to the calves of their legs. 


Dtfcoyery of the Gagas, their Wars, Man-eating; overrunning Countries: his Trade 
with them, betraying , efcape to them, and living with them, with many frame Ad¬ 
ventures: and alfo the Rites and Manner of Life obferved by the Jagges or Gagas 
which no Chrijiian but this Author could ever be acquainted with before . 

IN our fecond voyage, turning up along the coaft, we came to the Morro, or cliff 
of Benguela lying in twelve degrees of fouth latitude. Here we faw a mighty cape 
of ition on the fouth-fide of the river Coua * and being defirotis of knowing what they 
were, we went on fhore in our boat, and prefently there came to the number of five 
hundred of them to us to the water-fide. On our aiking them who they were they 
told us they were the Gagas, or Gindes, that came from the Sierra de Leon, and 
paffed through the city of Congo; and travelled to the eaftward of the jrreat citv of 
Angola, which is called Dongo. The great Gaga,,their general, came down to the 
water-fide to lee us: for he had never feen any white man before. He aiked where 
fore we came; we told him we came to trade upon the coaft: on which he bid us 
welcome, and invited us to come on fhore with our merchandize. In the courfe of 
ieven days we laded our fhips with the Haves we purchafed, which did not coft us more 
than a rial ’each* which in the city would be worth twelve millie-revs. 

Being ready to go away, the great Gaga requefted us to lend him our boat to take 
him and his men acrofs the river Coua, for he was determined to overrun the realm 
of Benguela which lay at the north-fide of that river, to which we confented, and 
went with him to his camp, which was entrenched with pales of wood. We had 
homes and other accommodation provided for our reception. 

The nest morning before day, the general had his Gongo, which is an mftrument of 
warlike a bell, founded, and made an oration with a loud voice, accompanied with 
fuch courageous and vehement fpeeches, as could hardly be expetfed among fuch 
heathen people, declaring that he would deftroy the Bengueias: which fpeech had fuch 
an effect on the people, that they immediately took to their arms and marched with him 
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to the river-fide, where he had provided Gigangos; fuch was their ardour that the 
general was obliged to ufe force to reflrain it and keep them back. We carried over 
eighty men at a time, and with our mufquets beat off rhofe who attempted to oppofe 
our landing, in which attempt feme were flain : and about twelve o’clock all the Gagas 
had got over. 

Then the general commanded all his drums, Tauales, Gongos, and other warlike in- 
ftruments, to ftrike up, and give the onfet, which was made with fuch vehemence, 
that the Benguelas were forced to give way and turn their backs. A great num¬ 
ber were flain, and the reft, including women and children, made captives. Their 
leader the Prince Hombyangymbe, with more than a hundred of his chief's, were 
killed, and their heads prefented to the great Gaga. The dead bodies were eaten; 
for thefe Gagas are great cannibals and man-eaters. 

They then took poffeffion of the country, and fettled in it. We traded with them 
live months, by which we were great gainers. But they were not contented to ftay in 
Benguela, though they were in want of nothing but palm-wine, for here there grow' 
no palm-trees. 

At the expiration of five months they marched towards the province of Bainbala to 
a great lord who is called Calicanfamba, whofe territory is five days’ journey up the 
country. In the courfe of thefe five months we made three voyages to the city of 
St. Paul, but on our return the fourth time we found they had left it. 

But being unwilling to reap no benefit from our voyage, we refolved to go up the 
country after them. For this purpofe fifty of us went on Ihore, leaving our Ihip riding 
in the bay of Benguela to wait for us till our return. After marching two days up the 
country, we came to a great lord called Mofarigofat, where we found the firft town we 
came to had been burnt by the Gagas, after having plundered it. To this Mofarigofat 
we fent a Negro we had bought of the Gagas to fay that he was left with us to take us to 
the camp. He bid us welcome through fear of the great Gaga, but delayed the time 
till the great Gaga had left his country. He then began to ufe delays to detain us, in 
hopes of making us ufeful to him in his wars : for never having feen any white people 
before, nor fire arms, he was in hopes from what he had heard, with our afliftance to 
make himfelf very powerful. Finding ourfelves thus fituated we confented, and by 
our means he overcame all his enemies, and returned to his town again, where we de- 
fired him to let us go away; but this he refufed except we would promife to return, 
and in the mean-time leave a white man with him as a fecurity. 

The Portuguefe and Mulattoes being defirous of getting away, it was propofed to 
caft lots who fhould ftay; but many of them would not agree to it. At length they 
concluded to leave me, being a fingle Engliftiman, which, through neceffity, I was 
obliged to comply with. They left me a mufquet, powder, and fhot; promifing that 
in two months they would come back, and bring a hundred men to affift him in his 
wars, and to trade with him; but all thefe promifes were only made to get out of 
his hands, for they were all afraid of being detained as prifoners. Here I remained 
till the two months were expired, at the end of which time the others not returning I 
was very hardly ufed. 

The chief men of the town were for putting me to death, but the lord of the town 
would not confent to it, ftill hoping the others would return. Some time after I was 
given my liberty: for fome time I went from place to place fluffing for rnyfelf as well 
as I could ; but fearing they might at iaft put me to death I ran away, purpofing to 
endeavour to find my way to the Gagas camp. 
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Having fet out anti travelled the whole night, the next morning I came to a large 
town fituated in a thicket. I was taken before the Lord Cafliil, followed by a great 
concourfe of people who had never feen a white man before. Here I found fome of 
the great Gagas men, whom I was very glad to fee. 

The name of this town is Cafliil; it is fo overrun with Alicondo, cedar, and palm- 
trees, that the ftreets are darkened by them. In the middle of the town ftands an 
image the fize of a man; it ftands about twelve feet from the ground ; and at the feet 
of this image is a circle of elephants’ teeth, pitched into the ground : and upon thefe 
teeth are placed a great quantity of the fculls of men which are killed in the wars, and 
offered to this image: at the feet of it palm-wine and goat’s blood are poured as an= 
offering. This image is called Quefango. The people have great belief in it, and 
fwear by it; and think, when they are ill, Quefango is offended with them. In many 
other parts of the town were fmall images with elephants’ teeth piled over them. 

The ftreets of the town were paled with palm-canes in a very orderly manner; 
The houfes were in the form of a bee-hive, and hung infide with mats very curioufly- 
wrought. On the fouth-eaft fide of the town was a Mokefo, which had more tham 
three tons of elephants’ teeth piled over it. 

Being in fear of my life here, I left the town in company with the Gagas men, and: 
travelled with them two days, at the end of which we eatne to Calicanfamba, where 
the great Gaga lay encamped. He bid me welcome to him. Among thefe cannibals- 
I was willing to ftay, hoping they might travel io far to the weft ward till we Ihould 
come to the fea again, and be able to make my efcape from them by means of fome 
veffel. They remained here four months, having great abundance of cattle, corn, 
wine, and oil: continually triumphing, drinking, dancing, and eating men’s ftefh; 
this laft was a forrowful fight to me. 

At the end of the four months they marched towards the Sierras or high mountains 
of Caihindcabar, which have large mines of copper in them: in their way they 
plundered and took every thing they liked. From thence they proceeded to the river 
Longa, which they paffed, and fettled themfeives- in the town of Calatigo, where they 
remained five or fix months. From thence they went to the province of Tondo, and 
came to the river Gonfa, and marched on the fouth-fide of it to a lord that was called 
Makellacolonge, not far from the great city of Dongo. Here we paffed over very 
high mountains, and found it very cold. 

Having now fpent fixteen months among thefe cannibals, they marched to the weft- 
ward again, and going along the river Gonfa, or Gunza, we came to a lord called 
Shillambanfa, uncle to the King of Angola. They burned his chief town, which, ac¬ 
cording to their manner, was very fumptuoufly built. This place we found very plea- 
fant and fruitful, and in it faw great quantities of peacocks, flying among the trees as 
well as other birds. The old Lord Shillambanfa was buried in the middle of the town, 
and had an hundred tame peacocks kept upon his grave: which peacocks he gave to 
his Mokefo, and they were called Angello Mokefo, that is, the devil’s or idol’s birds, 
and were accounted as holy things. There was great quantity of copper, cloth, and 
many other things laid upon his grave, according to the cuftom of the country. 

From this place we marched to the weft ward, along the river Coanza, and came 
right to the Sierras or mountains of Cambande, or Sierras de Prata, where there is 
a perpendicular water-fall, which makes fuch a noife as to be heard at thirty miles, 
diltance. We t-hen entered the province of Cafama, and came to one of the greatell 
lords, who was called Langere. He obeyed the great Gaga, and took us to a lord called' 
Cafoeh, who was a great warrior, who had about feven years before overcome the 
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Poftuguefe, and killed eight hundred of them and forty thoufand Negroes who fided 
with them. This.lord courageoufiy withftood the Gagas in a great battle they fought 
the firft day ; after which we made a fconce or fence of trees after the manner of the 
country. We remained at war four months with thefe people. I was fo highly efteem- 
ed by the great Gaga on account of the execution I did with my mufquet, that I 
could have any thing I delired of him: and when we went out to battle, he would 
give charge to his people to be as careful of me as poflible, in confequence of which 
orders they would very often carry me in their arms to fave my life. In this place we 
were within three days journey of MafTangona, before-mentioned, where the Portuguefe 
have a fort. 

There were in the Gagas camp twelve captains, the firft called Imbe Calandola their 
general, a man of great courage. He makes war by enchantment, and takes the devil’s 
counfel in all his exploits, to whom he is continually making facrifices, by which 
means he knows, or at leaft pretends to know, what fliall come to pafs. He believes 
his death will only happen in battle. They worlhip no images, but make ufe of certain 
fuperftitious ceremonies. He has very ftridt laws for the government of his foldiers, 
for thofe who ftiew themfelves cowards by turning their backs to the enemy are put 
to death, and their fiefli eaten. On the eve of a battle the general, mounted on a 
fcaflbld, makes a warlike oration which encourages his people very much. 

It is the cuftom of thefe people wherever they pitch their camp, though it be but 
for one night, to built a fort or barricade with wood, one part of the army being em¬ 
ployed in cutting down trees for that purpofe, which the other carries away and erefts 
the fort with. This fort is ere&ed in a circular form with twelve gates to it, and each 
gate guarded by one of the twelve captains, with his foldiers; and in the middle of 
the fort is the general’s houfe, well entrenched round about. They build their houfes 
very clofe together; and their bows, arrows, and darts, ftand out of doors; and on 
any alarm they run to their arms. Pi very company at their gate keep very good watch 
in the night, beating their drums and Tauales. 

They tell of a river lying to the fouthward of the bay of Vaccas that has great quan¬ 
tities or gold in it, of which they have gathered a great deal from the fand which the 
heavy rains walh down; with lbme of this gold the handles of their hatchets were 
ornamented, thefe ornaments being carved with copper ; they even call the ornaments 
copper, not Teeming to make much account of the gold. 

They like no country but that which abounds in palm-trees, of the fruit and wine of 
which they are great lovers. From the palm-trees they alfo have their oil. They take the 
wine in a different manner from what the Jambandos do, who have a way of getting to 
the top of the tree without touching it, and draw the wine from thence in bottles. 
Thefe trees are about fix or feven fathoms high, and have no leaves but at the top. 
But the Gagas cut the trees down by the roots, which lay ten days in that manner 
before they yield any wine, at the end of which time they make a fquare hole in the 
top and heart of the tree ; from whence they draw a quart morning and evening, 
during the fpace of twenty-fix days, when the tree dries up. 

When they fettle in any country, they cut down as many palm-trees as will ferve 
them for a month ; and then as many more, fo that in a fhort time they impoverifh 
the country, which they then quit, for they ftay no longer in a place than it will afford 
them the means of living ; they then leave it and feek a-frefli place. In harveft time 
they feek out the moft fruitful part of the country, reap the corn, and take the cattle j 
for they will neither low nor plant, nor be at the trouble of bringing up cattle for 
themfelves j depending on war for a fupply of what they want. When they come to 
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any country they cannot overcome the firft day, they build their fort, and remain a 
month or more quiet, the general holding it for a maxim, that by doing fo he injures 
the inhabitants as much as if he made war on them, infomuch that many times the 
inhabitants of the country will come and attack them at their fort ; on which occafions 
the Gagas will not only defend themfelves bravely, but egg the others on for the fpace 
of two or three days. At length, when the general thinks he has a good opportunity 
of returning the attack, he will previouily fend fecretly out a thoufand or more of his 
men to lay in ambulh; then the Gaga marches out with his remaining force, as it were 
to attack their town, which the others perceiving march out to attack him; on which 
the Gaga, by the found of drums, &c. orders thofe in ambufcade to attack the enemy 
in the rear, who finding themfelves thus unexpectedly attacked behind, generally be¬ 
come an eafy prey to the fuperior addrefs and courage of the other party. The conl'e- 
quence of which is, the country becoming an eafy prey to the victors. 

The great Gaga Calando has long hair, embroidered with many knots full of Bamba 
{hells of a very rich fort, and about his neck a collar of Mafoes, another fort of (hells 
found upon that coaft, and which are fold among!! them at the rate of twenty {hillings 
a {hell: and about his middle he wears Landes, which are beads made of oftriches’ 
eggs, befides a palm-cloth as fine as filk. His body is carved and cut in various marks, 
and every day anointed with the far of human beings. He wears a piece of copper 
acrofsliis nofe, two inches long ; and likewifein his ears. His body is always painted 
red and white. He has twenty or thirty wives who follow him when he goes abroad; 
one of them carries his bow and arrows, and four others his cups with drink; and 
when he drinks they all kneel down, clap their hands, and fmg. 

The women wear their hair tied, and ftuck full of Bamba-ihells ; and are anointed 
with civet. They draw out four of their teeth, two above, and two underneath ; this 
they reckon an addition to their beauty, and thofe of them who do not do this are 
loathed by the reft, and not allowed to eat or drink with them. They wear great 
quantities of beads about their necks, arms, and legs; and about their middles,*fijk. 

The women are very fruitful, but they enjoy none of their children, for as foon as 
a woman is delivered, the child is immediately buried alive; fo that thofe people have 
no children of their own. But when they conquer a town, they take the boys and 
girls of thirteen or fourteen years of age, and bring them up and adopt them as their 
own: but the men and women they kill and eat. The boys they train up to war, and 
hang collars about their necks as a mark, which is not taken off till the wearer has 
proved himfelf a mail by bringing an enemy’s head to the general; then the collar is 
taken oft' and he becomes free, and is called Gonfa, or foldier : this makes them not 
only courageous but defperate, in order to become free and reckoned men. In the whole 
camp there were but twelve natural Gagas, and thofe were their captains ; and four¬ 
teen or fifteen women. It is about fifty years or more, fince they came from Sierra de 
Leon, their native country. Their camp is compofed of fixteen thoufand ftrong or 
more fometimes. 

. w hen the great Gaga Calandola undertakes any great enterprize againft the inha¬ 
bitants ot any country, he makes a facrifice to the devil, in the morning before fun- 
rife, in the following manner: —- He fits on a ftool, with a man witch on each fide of 
him, with forty or fifty women {landing round him, holding in each hand a Zeueras, 
or wild-horfe s tail, which they flpurilh, finging at the fame time: behind them are a 
great number of Petes, Ponges, and drums continually playing. In the midft of them 
is a great fire, on which is an earthen pot with white powders in it, with which the 
men-witches paint the great Gaga’s forehead, temples, acrofs the belly, and breaft. 
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during which operation they make ufe of (long ceremonial and enchanting fpeeches 
In this manner they continue till fun-fet, when the enchanters or witches bring the 
great Gaga’s Cafengala, which refembles a hatchet, put it into his hand, and bid him 
be ftrong agamfl his enemies, for his Mokefo is with him. Then a male child is 
brought which the great Gaga kills; then four men are brought before him, two of 
which, as it happens, he alfo kills; and the other two he orders to be killed 5 outfide 
the fort. 

When they bury the dead, they make a vault in the ground with a feat in it; the 
dead body has his hair ornamented, his body walhed and anointed with fweet powders, 
and his belt apparel put on, and is brought in this maimer between two men and 
placed on the feat in the vault, as if he were alive. He has two of his wives put with 
him with their arms broken, and then the vault is covered up. In this manner the 
inhabitants are buried, and have the greateft part of their goods buried with them; and 
every month there is a meeting of the kindred of the dead man, who mourn and fmp 
doleful fongs at his grave for the fpace of three days; they kill goats, and pour the 
blood, and palin-tree wine, upon the grave. They ufe this ceremony as long as any 
of the kindred of the deceafed be alive. Thofe who have no kindred think themfelves 
unhappy when alive, becaufethey iliall have none to mourn for them after their deceafe. 
Thefe people are very kind one to another when in health, but in ficknefs abhor each 
other, and thofe in health will have no communication with the fick. 

At length the mcn-witchea ordered me away, becaufe I was a Chriftian ; for the 
devil had ordered it fo. On this occafion, five cows were ordered to be killed within 
the fort, and five without, with a like number of goats and dogs, and the blood of 
them fprinkled on the fire; then the flefh of them is eaten with great feafting and 
triumph. And this ceremony is ufed many times by a(J the captains of their arniy. 

I found means to get to the afore-mentioned Portuguefe, with fome merchant-ne¬ 
groes who came to the camp to buy flaves. 


His Return to the Portuguefe ; Invafiom of divers Countries ; Abufe ; Flight from them, 
living in the Woods feveral Months ; his Jlrange Boat , and coming to Loango, 

HAVING left the Gagas, I came to Mafiangano, where the Portuguefe have a gar- 
rifoned town. In this town was a new governor, named Sienor Juan Continbo, who 
had orders to get poflelfion of the mountains of Cainbamba, in which were mines. To 
perform this fervice, the King of Spain had allowed him feven years’ cuftom, of all 
the flaves and goods that were carried thence to the Weft-Indies, Brazil, or elfewhere; 
on condition that he fhould build three caftles; one at Demba where the fair-mines 
are, another in Cambamba, where the falt-mines are, and the third in Babia das Vac- 
cas, or the Bay of Cows. This gentleman was fo bountiful at bis arrival, that his 
fame was fpread though all Congo, and many Mulattoes and Negroes came voluntarily 
to ferve him. After having been about fix months in the city, he marched to the O11- 
taba of Tombe, and there fhipped his foldiers in pinnaces, and went up the river Confa 
or Coanza, and landed at the Ouraba of Son go, fixy miles from the fea. This lord 
Songo is next to Demba, where the falt-mines are, which contain fuch quantities of 
l'alt, that the greateft part of the c-mtry is clear fait, free from any earth mixed with 
it. It lies under the furface of the earth about three feet like ice: they cut it out in 
blocks of about a yard long, and carry it up into the country, and is the belt com¬ 
modity that can be taken to traffic with. 
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Ilere the governor ftaid ten days, and fent a pinnace to Maffangano, for ail the beft 
foldiers that were there, ihe captain of the caftle fent me down among a hundred 
foIdlers. ^ I was taken notice of by the governor, who ufed me very well, and made me a 
ferjeant in a Portuguefe company. He then marched to Machimba, from thence to 
Cauo, and then to Malambe, a great lord. Here we ftaid four days, and were joined 
by many lords. From thence we marched to a mighty lord called Auyoykayongo, 
who flood in his defence with an army of more than fixty thoufand men. The two 
armies gave battle, and theviclory remained with us. We made great (laughter among 
them, and took all the women and children captive, and got poffeflion of the town 
in which we fettled, finding it very pleafant, and full of cattle and provifions. At the 
end of eight days our governor fell fick and died, leaving a captain to command in his- 
room. 

After having remained here about two months, we marched towards Cambamba, 
which was three days’journey, and came right againft the Sierras de Prata, and palled’ 
the river Coanza, over-ran the country, and built a fort by the river-fide. Here I 
ferved two years. They opened the filver-mines, which yielded but a fmall quantity 
of filyer. The new governor was very cruel to his foldiers, fo that all the volunteers 
left him, which prevented his proceeding any farther. About this time news was 
brought by forae Jefuits that the Queen of England was dead, and that King James 
had made peace with Spain. On which I prefented a petition to the governor, who 
confented I (hould return to my native country; as he and his train were going to the 
city of St. Paul, I went with them. 

The governor left five hundred foldiers in the fort of Cambamba, which they ftill 
hold. I then went with a Portuguefe merchant to the province of Bamba, and'from 
thence to the Onteiro or city, ftanding on a mountain of Congo, from thence to Gon- 
gon and Balta; where we fold our commodities, and after an abfence of fix months 
returned to the city again ; from whence I purpofed to have taken (hip for Spain, and 
from thence home to England. But the governor retraced his word, and ordered me 
to be ready in two days to go on another expedition to Auyoykayongo. As this go¬ 
vernor had ferved his three years, and another was expeded every day, I determined to 
abfeflt myfelf till the new governor’s arrival, ancl then return ; as every new governor on 
his arrival makes proclamation for all defer ters and others to return with free pardon 

That night I left the city with two Negro boys I had, who carried my mufquet, five 
pounds of powder, a hundred bullets, and what little ftore of provifion I could col left 
By the morning I had got about twenty miles from the aty, by the fide of the river 
Bengo. Here I flayed fome days, and then palled the river, and came to the river 
Dande, lying to the northward on the way to St. Paul, with the intention of hearing 
news from thence, for which purpofe I fent one of my Negroes to enquire of thofe 
who pafled about the new governor, who brought me word to a certainty that the 
new governor (hould not come this year. I was now put to my fhifts, whether I 
would return to the city and be hanged, for I had run away twice, or conceal myfelf 
,n the woods. I determined on the latter, and lived in that manner a month, between 
the rivers Dande and Bengo; I then went again to Bengo, to Mani Kafwea, pafled 
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of wild beafts, in any part of Angola. Near this lake I 

r, roebucks, &c. which I killed with my mufouet, and dried 

“I 1 1 IHb -rl J"l, I I I n JL Tr*. _ _ _ I . f* 1 * _ 


dried flelh, fuch as deer, 
the flelh as the favages do, upon a hurdle three feet from the ground, making under- 
neath a great fire, and laying upon the flelh green boughs which keep the fmoke and 
heat of the fire down and dry it. I made my fire with two little flicks as the favages 
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do. Sometimes my Negro boys procured me fome Guinea wheat from the inhabitants, 
in exchange for pieces of dried fiih. The lake of Cafanza abounds with filh of various 
forts; I have taken up a fiih called Somb, which fkipped out of the water on fliore, 
four feet long. Thus, after having lived fix months on dried filh and flelh, and feeing 
no likelihood of an end to my fufferings, I endeavoured to hit upon fome means of 
getting away. 

In this lake are many iflands full of trees called Membre, which are as light and as 
foft as cork. Of thefe trees, by the help of a knife I had of the favages, I made a 
Jergado in the fafhion of a boat, nailed it with wooden pegs, and railed it all round 
to prevent the fea wafhing me out, and with a blanket I had I made a fail, I likewife 
made three oars for rowing. Thus equipped, my two Negroes and I ventured our- 
felves upon the lake, which is eight miles over, and rowed to the river Bengo, and 
going down twelve leagues with the current to the bar, which is dangerous to pafs, 
owing to the roughnefs of the fea ; but having palfed it fafely, rowed into the fea, and 
failed along the coaft, which I was very well acquainted with, intending to go to the 
kingdom of Longo lying to the north : paffing the night at fea, next day I faw a 
pinnace failing before the wind from the city. When we came clofe together I found 
the mafter of her to be one of my old friends, and meffmates. He was bound to San 
Thome, and out of friendlhip took me in, and fet me on fliore at the port of Longo, 
where I remained three years, and got into great favour with the King, owing to my 
killing him deer and wild-fowl with my gun. 

Of the Province of Engoy , and other Regions of Loango, with the Manners and Cufloms of 

the King and People. 

FROM the point of the Palmar, which lies at the north fide of the river Zaire, is the 
port of Cabenda five leagues northward, where many fliips water and refrefh. This 
place is called Engoy, and is the firfl province of Longo. It is full of woods and 
thickets. Seven leagues northward of this, is the river Cacongo j a very pleafant and 
fruitful place. Here is a great quantity of elephants’ teeth: and a boat of ten tuns may 
go up the river. 

The Mombates carry on great trade here, pafiing the river Zaire in the night, it 
being then calm; and take great quantities of elephants* teeth to the town of Mani 
Sonna, and fell them at the porf of Pinda to the Portuguefe or other ftrangers. 

Four leagues from Cacongo is the river of Caye, or Longo Leuges. The town of 
Caye is one of the four feats of Longo *. and then the Angra, or Gulf das Almadias. 
In this gulf or bay are a great number of canoes and fifliermen, owing to the fea being 
fmoother here than on the coaft. And two leagues northward is the port of Longo, 
which is a Tandy bay, in which a fliip may ride within mufquet-fliot of the fliore, in four 
or five fathom water. 

The town of Mani Longo is three miles from the water-fide, and Hands on a great 
plain. The houfes of the town are built under palm and plantain trees. The ftreets 
are very wide and long, and always kept clean fwept. The King refides on the weft 
fide, and in the front is a plain, where he affembles his people, on occafions of feaft- 
ing, making war, &c. From this plain runs a very wide ftreet in which is held a 
market every day. 

Their merchandize confifts of palm-cloths of various forts; cattle, filh, fowls, wine, 
oil, and corn. Here is alfo very fine logwood for dying, the root of which is reckoned 
vol. xvj. u c the 
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the beft for that purpofe; alfo Molangos or copper. They have fikewife great ftore 
of elephants’ teeth, but thefe are not fold in the market. The King has ten great 
houfes, but is never leen but in one, which he comes to in the afternoon. This houfe 
is very large, and at twelve o’clock is full of his great men. They fit upon carpets on 
the ground. . Geinbe the laft King never ufed to fee or fpeak to people till night: but 
the prefent one on the contrary does it by day. He paffes ntoft of his time with his 
wives. When he has entered the lioufe and is feated on a fort of throne, they clap 
their hands, and falute him, faying, in their language, “ Byane, Pembie, Ampola, 
Moneya, Quefinge!” 

On the fouth-iide of the King’s dwelling is a row of houfes in a circular form, where 
his wives live; within this circuit no man dares enter under pain of death. In this 
place he has a hundred and fifty wives or more. If any man be found within the cir¬ 
cuit of this building, even fpeaking to a woman, they are both brought to the market¬ 
place and their heads cut off, their bodies quartered, and lie expoled one day in the 
market-place. Geinbe the laft King had four hundred children by his women. 

When the King has a mind to drink, he has a cup of wine brought; he that brings 
it has a bell in his hand, and as foon as he has delivered the cup to the King, he turns 
* his face from him and rings the bell, on which all prefent fall down with their faces to 
the ground, and continue fo till the King has drank. This would be a dangerous 
ceremony for any ftranger, not acquainted with the law, to be prefent at, which law is, 
that whoever fee the King drink fliall die. The King’s own fon, a boy of twelve years 
old, having inadvertently feen the King drink, immediately the King ordered him to 
be finely apparelled and feafted, after which he ordered him to be cut in quarters, and 
carried about the city; with a proclamation that he had feen the King drink. His 
eating is much in the fame ftyle, for which he has a houfe on purpofe, where his 
victuals are fet upon a Benfa or table : which he goes to, and Units the door ; when he 
has done, he knocks and comes out. So that none ever fee the King eat or drink. For 
it is believed that if any one fhould, the King fhall immediately die. 

The King is honoured among them as though he were a God : and is called Sambee 
and Pango, which mean God. They believe he can let them have rain when he likes; 
and once a year, in December, which is the time they want rain, the people come to 
beg of him to grant it to them, on this occafion they make him prefents, and none 
come empty handed. He then appoints a day, when all the chiefs of his kingdom 
come to this meeting with all their troops, dreffed and appointed as they are when they 
go to war. When they are all come, the King comes forth into a fpacious place, where 
a carpet of fine enfacks, wrought like velvet and about fifteen fathoms in circuit, is 
fpread; and upon this carpet a feat raifed about a fathom from the ground. Then 
one of the chiefs comes forward with his bow and arrows, and fhews his Ikili in the 
ufe of them, and then has feme merry conceit or jell to play off to the King, kneeling 
at his feet feme time; for which the King thanks him. The reft of the chiefs do the 
fame thing. After which the King commands his Dembes or drums, fome of them 
fo heavy that a man can hardly carry one, others not fo large, to ftrike up. He has 
alfo great Pongos, which are his waiters, made of the largeft elephants’ teeth, hollowed 
and fcraped thin, which play alfo; and all together make a moft hideous noife. After 
they have paffed fome time in this manner, the King rifes and ftands upon his throne, 
taking a bow and arrows, and lets fly up in the air ; there is then great rejoicing for 
the reft of that day in hopes of having rain, which fometimes happens. I was prefent 
once at this ceremony, and as it happened they had abundance of rain the lame day, 
which ferved to confirm the people in their fuperftitious belief. 
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Sometimes there happens, though very rarely, to be born in this country a white 
child of Negro parents; when this is the cafe, the child is prefen ted to the King, and 
is called Dondos: thefe children are brought up and initiated in the my Aeries of witch¬ 
craft, and are always with the King. Of thefe are compofed the King’s witches. No 
one dares offend or meddle with thefe Dondos, in fuch awe do the people ftand of 
them ; and at market or elfewhere they may take what they pleafe without payment. 
The King of Longo has four of them. 

The King is alfo a witch, and believes in two idols which are in Longo; the one is 
called Mokefo a Longo, and the other Checocke. This laft is a little black image, 
and Hands in a little houfe at a village called Kinga, at the landing-place of Longo. 
The houfe in which the former is kept {lands in the high-way, and thofe who pafs by 
clap their hands as a mark of adoration or belief in the image. Craftfmen, filhermen, 
and others, make offerings to this idol, that it may be propitious to them in their under¬ 
takings. This Checocke comes fometimes in the night, and haunts fome even of his 
beft friends; fometimes a man, fometimes a woman, or a boy, whichever it happens 
to be, is frantic for fome hours; and whatever the frantic perfon lays, is fuppofed to 
be the will of Checocke, and upon this occafion there is a great feafting and dancing. 

At Kinga there is another Mokefo called Gomberi, which is a woman’s name, and 
is kept in a houfe where an old witch lives, who is called Ganga Gomberi, which 
means the prieft of Gomberi. Here once a year a feaft is made, and Ganga Gom¬ 
beri fpeaks from under-ground. I have alked the Negroes what it is, who have told 
me that it is a ftrong Mokefo that is come to abide with Checocke. 

The children of this country are bom white, but change their colour in two days’ 
time to a perfe& black. Tor example, the Portuguefe who dwell in the kingdom of 
Congo, have fometimes children by the Negro women, and many times the father is 
deceived, thinking when the child is bom it is his, but within two days it proves the 
child of a Negro man, which is a great difappointment to the Portuguefe, for they 
rejoice very much when their children turn out to be Mulattoes, even though they be 

baftards. „ , _ , . , 

The town of Longo {lands in the middle of the four governments, and is governed 
by four chiefs, which are fons of the King’s fitters; for the King s fons never come to 
be Kings. The firft is Maui Cabango, the fecond Mani Salag, the third Mani Boek, 
the fourth Mani Cay, who is to be King, and has his court and train as a prince. 
Immediately on the death of the King he aflumes the dignity, when Mam Boek takes 
his place, Mani Salag that of Boek, and Mani Cabango that of Salag. All thefe wait 
to be King in their turn. The mother of thefe princes is called Mani Lombo, and 
looked on as the firft woman in the kingdom. She chufes a hu&and, and when tired 
of him puts him away, and takes another. Her children are highly honoured; and 
people, as they pafs them, clap their hands, which is the higheft mark of refpeft in the 
country* Thefe governments confift of fine champzun ground, full of corn and fiuit. 
The people make a great quantity of very fine and curious palm-cloth. 3 hey are 
never idle, for even as they go along the ftreets they make caps of needle-work. 

Two leagues from the town o{ Longo, at a place called Longeri, the Kings are 
buried. It is encompaffed round with elephants’ teeth pitched in the ground like a 
paling, and is ten roods in compafs. 

They fuffer no white man to be buried in the land, and if any Portuguefe or other 
White who comes here in the courfe of trade, dies, his body is carried in a boat two 
miles from the fliore, and thrown into the fea. There was a Portuguefe gentleman 
who came to trade with them, and had a houfe on the fea-fliove; this gentleman died 
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and was fuffered to be buried; at the end of about four months after, which was in De¬ 
cember } it not happening to rain, their Mokefo told them it was owing to the Chriftian 
having been buried amongft them, and ordered his remains to be taken up and thrown 
into the fea; and three days after it rained, which circumftance ferved to confirm their 
belief in the devil. 


Of the Provinces of Bongo, Calongo, Mayombo , Manikefocke, Matimbas ; oftbe Ape - 
monfter Pongs , their Hunting , Idolatries ; and divers other Olfervations. 

TO the eaftward of Longeri is the province of Bongo, bordering on Mococke, the 
great Angeca is King of this province. In it is great quantity of iron, palm-cloth, and 
elephants’ teeth, alfo great plenty of corn. To the north-eaft is the province of Cango, 
fourteen days’ journey from the town of Longo. This province is very mountainous, 
and rocky; very woody, with a great quantity of copper. The elephants’ teeth of 
this place are of a fuperior quality, and in fuch great quantities that the people of Lon¬ 
go fetch a great deal from thence. 

Three leagues to the northward of Longo is the river Quelle, on the north fide of 
which lies the province Calongo. It is an open champain country, with the greateft 
part of it under tillage, and produces great plenty of corn, likewife very fine honey. 
In it are two fmall villages, which ferve as marks to diftinguilh the port of Longo! 
Fifteen miles northward lies the river Nombo. This river is fo Ihallow that there is 
no navigation on it. This province towards the eaft borders upon Bongo; and to the 
north on Mayombo, which is nineteen leagues from Longo, along the coaft. 

The province of Mayombo is fo overgrown with wood, that one may travel twenty 
days in the fhade, without being the Ieaft incommoded by fun or heat. They have no 
tillage or grain of any fort, nor any kind of tame cattle or fowls, the people living on 
the flefh of elephants, which they very much efteem, and other wild beads ; plantains 
a great variety of roots, which are very good, and nuts; they are well fupplied with 
filh. Two leagues to the fouthward of Cape Negro, which is the port of Mayombo 
is a large fiindy bay. Sometimes the Portuguefe lade logwood in this bay: into it runs 
a large navigable river named Banna; the navigation of which is fometimes impeded 
by a bar. In it are many inhabited iflands. The woods are fo infefted with baboons 
monkeys, apes, and parrots, that it is dangerous to venture alone among them. Here 
are alfo two kinds of monitors common to thofe woods. The largeft of them is called 
Pongo in their language, and the other Engeco. The Pongo is in all his proportions 
like a man (except the legs, which have no calves), but are of a gigantic fize. Their 
faces, hands, and ears are without hair. Their bodies are covered, but not very thick 
with hair of a dunnilh colour. When they walk on the ground it is upright with 
their hands on the nape of the neck. They fleep in trees and make a covering over 
then- heads to Ihelter them from the rain. They eat no flefli, but feed on nuts and 
other fruits; they cannot fpeak, nor have they any undemanding beyond mftinft 

When the people of the country travel through the woods, they make fires in the 
night, and in the morning when they are gone, the Pongos will come and fit round it 
till it goes out, for they do not poflefs fagacity enough to lay more wood on. Thev 
go m bodies, and kill many Negroes who travel in the woods. When elephants h-n 
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then clubbed lifts and fticks, that they are forced to run away roaring. The grown 
Pongos are never taken alive, owing to their ftrength, which is fo great that ten men 
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cannot hold one of them. The young Pongos hang upon their mother’s belly, with 
their hands clafped about her. Many of the young ones are taken by means of fhoot- 
ing the mothers with poifoned arrows, and the young ones hanging to their mothers, 
are eafily taken. 

The Morombes hunt and kill many little beafts with their dogs ; thefe dogs cannot 
bark, they have wooden clappers about their necks, by the nozfe of which they are fol¬ 
lowed, The huntfmen have Petes or whittles, with which they call their dogs. The 
dogs in all this country are very fmall, with pricked ears, and for the moft part of a 
red and dun colour. The Portuguefe maftiff, or any other dog that barks, is greatly 
efteemed 3 1 have known one to be fold for thirty pounds. 

In the town of Mani Mayambo is a Fetiffo called Maramba, which ftands in a high 
bafket, fhaped like a bee-hive, and over it a houfe which they call his religious houfe. 
In him they believe, and keep his laws, and carry his reliques about with them. He 
and others of the like fort are witches, and make ufe of their witchcraft for hunting 
and killing elephants, recovering fick and lame people, forecafting favourable or unfa¬ 
vourable journeys. By this Miramba are all murders and thefts tried, for in this country 
they fometimes bewitch one another to death. And when any one dies, his neighbours 
are brought before Maramba 3 and fhould it be a great man that has died, the whole town- 
is fummoned to appear. When they come before Maramba, they kifs and clafp him 
in their arms and fay 3 Emeno eyge bembet, Maramba 3” that is, “ I come to be 
tried, O Miramba.” And if any one be guilty, he immediately falls down dead ; an 3 
if any one of them who had fworn has killed any one, though it had been twenty years 
back, he immediately falls down dead. And fo it is in any other matter. From this 
place to as far as the Cape de Lopo Gonfalves, the people are all alike fuperftitious, I 
was twelve months here and faw many die in this way, 

Thefe people are circunicifed, as they are through all Angola, except the kingdom 
of Congo, who are Chriftians. And thofe that will be fworn to Maramba, come to the 
chief Gangas, which are their priefls, or men-witches 3 as well as boys of twelve years 
of age, and men and women. The Gangas puts them into a dark houfe, and there 
they remain certain days upon very hard diet3 after this they are all let abroad, and 
commanded not to fpeak for certain days, what injury foever might occur to them 3 
thus they fuller great hardfhips before they are fworn. Laftly, they are brought before 
Miramba, and have two marks cut upon both their fhoulders, like a half-moon 3 and 
are fworn by the blood that drops from them, that they will be true to him, A certain 
kind of meat, alfo filh, and many toys, are forbidden to them. And if they eat any of 
this forbidden meat, they prefently ficken and never recover. All of them carry a 
relique of Maramba in a little box and hang it about their necks, under their left arm. 
The lord of the province of Mayoinbo has the enfigns or colours of Maramba carried 
before him wherever he goes, and on fitting down it is placed before him 3 and when 
drinking his palm-wine, the fir ft cup is poured out at the foot of the Mokefo or idol; 
and when he eateth any thing whatfoever, the firft piece he throws towards his left 
hand with enchanting words. 

From Cape Negro northerly, lives a great lord called Mani Seat, who has the 
largeft ftores of elephants’ teeth of any lord in the kingdom of Lon go 3 then his people 
prattife, nothing elfe but how to kill elephants, and two of thofe Negroes with their 
darts eafily kill an elephant. Great ftores of logwood are found here. 

There is another lord towards the eaft who is called Mani Kefoch; he refides eight 
days’journey from Mayambo, Here I was with my two Negro boys, to buy elephants* 
hair and tails, and in a month I bought twenty thoufand, which I fold to the Fortu- 
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guefe for thirty flaves, and all my charges in the bargain. From this place I fent 
one of my Negro boys to Mani Seat with a looking-glafs; he efteemed it much, and 
fent me four elephants’ teeth (very great), by liis own men; and defired me to caufe 
the Portuguefe, or any other Ihip, to come to the northward of Cape Negro, and he 
would by fires appoint a landing-place, for there was never yet any Portuguefe or other 
ftranger in that place. 

To the north-eall of Mani Kefoch, area kind of little people called Matimbas; who 
are no bigger than boys twelve years old, but are very thick, and live only upon flefh, 
which they kill in the woods with their bows and darts. They pay tribute to Mani 
Kefoch, and bring all their elephants’ teeth and tails to him. They do not enter the 
houfes of the Marambas, nor fuffer them to come where they dwell. And if by 
chance a Maramba, or people of Longo, pafs where they dwell, they forfake that place 
and go to another. The women carry bows and arrows as well as the men, and walk 
fingle in the woods to kill the Pongos with their poifoned arrows. 1 have afked the 
Marambas, whether the elephant Iheddeth his teeth or not, and they faid no. But 
fometimes they find thofe teeth in the woods, but they find bones alfo. 

When any man is fulpe&ed for an offence, he is carried before the King, or before 
Mani Bomma, who is a judge under the King. And ii he denies matters, not to be 
proved except by their oath, then this fufpefted perfon fwears thus :—They have a kind 
of root which they call Imbando; this root is very ftrong, and is fcraped into water. 
The virtue of this root is, that if they put too much into the water, the perfon that 
drinketh it cannot avoid urine : and fo it ftrikes up into the brain, as if he was drunk, 
and he falls down as if he was dead. And thofe that fall are counted guilty, and are 
punilhed. 

In this country none on any account dieth, but they kill another for him: for they 
believe they die not their own natural death, but that fome other has bewitched them 
to death. And all thofe are brought in by the friends of the dead whom they fufpecl; 
fo that there many times come five hundred men and women to take the drink, made 
of the forefaid root Imbando. They are brought all to the high-ftreet or market¬ 
place, and there the mailer of the Imbando fits with his water, and gives every one a 
cup of water by one meafure; and they are commanded to walk in a certain place till 
they make water, and then they are free. But he that cannot urine prefently falls 
down, and all the people, great and fmall, fall upon him with their knives, and beat and 
cut him into pieces. But I think the witch that gives the water is partial, and gives to 
him whofe death is defired the ftrongell water, but no man of the bye-ftanders can per¬ 
ceive it. This is done in the town of Longo, almoft every week throughout the year. 

Of the Zebra and Hippopotamus.—The Portuguefe Wars in thofe Parts .— The Fijbing , 

Grain, and other things remarkable. 

IN this kingdom there is no kind of tame cattle but goats j no other caftle will 
live here. Oxen and kine have been brought hither, but they prefently die. Hens 
in this place do fo abound that one may buy thirty for the worth of fixpence in beads. 
Pheafants, partridges, and wild fowls are plentiful. Here in-land lives a kind of 
a fowl bigger than a fwan, and they are like an heron, with long legs and long necks, 
and is white and black, and has in its breaft a bare place without leathers, where it 
ftrikes with the bill. This is the right pelican, and not thofe fea-birds which the 
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Portuguefe call pelicans, which are white and as big as geefe, and thofe abound in this 
country alfo* 

Here is found the Zevera or Zebra, which is like an horfe ; but its mane, tail, and 
ftreaks of divers colours down its fides and legs makes a difference* Thefe Zebras 
are all wild and live in great herds, and fuffer a man to come within {hot of them, and 
let Ihoot three or four times at them before they run away, 

Moreover there are great numbers of fea or river-horfes, which feed always on the 
land, and live only by grafs, and they are very dangerous in the water* They are the 
biggeft creature in this country except the elephant; they have great ftrength in the 
claws of their left forefoot, and have four daws on every foot like the claws of an ox* 
The Portuguefe make rings of them, and they are a good remedy for the flux* 

The Portuguefe make war againft the Negroes in this manner. They have from 
Congo a nobleman, who is known to be a good ChrifHan and of good behaviour ; he 
brings with him out of Congo fome hundred Negroes as his followers, This Macicango 
is made Tandala Or general over the black camp $ and has authority to kill, to put 
down lords, and make lords, and has all the chief doings with the Negroes* And 
when any lord comes to obey ; firft, he appears before the Tandala bringing him pre- 
fents, in flaves, kine, and goats* Then the Tandala carries him to the Portuguefe 
governor, and prefents two Haves to the governors page before he goes in* Then he 
mud have a great gift for the governor, which is fometimes thirty or forty flaves and 
cattle befides* And when he comes before the governor, he kneels down and daps 
his hands, and falls down with his face on the ground, and then he rifes and fays: “ I 
have been an enemy, and now I proteft to be true, and never more to lift my hand 
againft you*” The governor then calls a foldier who hasdeferved a reward, and gives 
the lord to him. This foldier fees that he has no wrongs, and that the lord acknow¬ 
ledges him to be his mafter; and he maintains the foldier, and makes him rich, Alfo 
in war he commands his mailer’s houfe to be built before his own; and whatfoever he 
has taken that day in the war, he fhares with his mafter. So that there is no Portuguefe 
folder on any account, but he has his Negro Sova or lord. 

They ufe upon this coaft to fifh with harping-irons, and wait upon a great fifh that 
comes once a day to feed along the fhore, which is like a Grampus, He runs very near 
the fhore, and drives great fkulls of fifh before him ; and the Negroes run along the 
fhore, as faft as they are able to follow him, and ftrike their harping-irons round about 
him, and kill great (tore of fifh, and leave them upon the fand dll the fifh has done 
feeding j and then they come and gather their fifh up. This fifh will many times run 
himfelf on ground, but they will prefently fhew him off again, which is as much as 
four or five men can do. They call him Emboa, which is in their fpeech a dog, and 
and will by no means hurt or kill any of them. Alfo they ufe in bays and rivers, 
where fhoal water is, to fifh with mats, which are made of long rufhes, and they make 
them of an hundred fathoms long* The mats fwim upon the water, and have long 
rufhes hung upon one edge of the mat, and fo they draw the mat in compafs, as we 
do our nets* The fifties, fearing the rufhes that hang down, fpring out of the water, 
and fall upon the mat that lies flat on the water, and fo they are taken. 

There are four forts of corn in Longo: the firft is called Mafanga, and it grows 
upon a ftraw as big as a reed, and has an ear a foot long, and is like hemp feed. The 
fecond is called Mafembala j this is of great increafe, for of a kernel fpring four or five 
ears, which are ten feet high, and they bear half a pint of corn a-piece. This grain is 
as big as tares and very good. Thirdly, they have another that grows low like grafs. 
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and is very like milliard-feed ^ this is the bell* They have alfo the great Guinea wheat* 
which they call Mafiimpota \ this is the ieaft efteemed* 

They have very good peaie, fomewhat bigger than ours ; but they grow not as ours 
do* For the pods grow on the roots underneath the ground 5 and by their leaves 
they know when they are ripe. They have another kind of peafe, which they call 
Wandos; this is a little tree; and the firft year when planted, it bears no fruit, but: 
after it bears fruit three years, and then it is cut down. 

Their plantain trees bear fruit but once, and then are cut down ; and out of the root 
thereof fpring three or four young ones. 

They have great ftores of honey, which hangs in the Elicandy tr^es. They gather 
it with an hollow piece of wood or cheft, which they hang in the top of the tree, and 
once a year it is full, by fmoke rewarding the laborious creatures with robbery, exile, 
and death. 

This Alicunde or Elicandy tree is very tall and exceeding great; feme as big as 
twelve men can fathom, fpreading like an oak \ fome of them are hollow, and from the 
liberal fkies receive fuch a plenty of water, that they are hofpital entertainers of thoufands 
in that thirfty region. Once have I known three or four thoufand remaining at one of 
thofe trees, and thence receiving all their watery provifions for twenty-four hours, 
and yet not empty. The Negroes climbed up with pegs of hard wood (which the 
Elicandy tree being fofter eafily received, the fmoothnefs not admitting other climbing), 
and I think that fome one tree holds forty tuns of water. This tree affords no lefs bounti¬ 
ful hofpitality to the back than belly, yielding (as her belly to their bellies) her back 
to their backs ; excepting that this is better from the younger trees, whofe tender 
barks being more feafonable for difeipline, are foundly beaten (for man's fault, whence 
came the firft nakednefs), whereby one fathom cut from the tree, is extended into 
twenty, and is prefently fit for wearing, though not fo fine as the Inzanda tree yields. 
This tree yields excellent cloth from the inner bark thereof, by like beating. Of their 
palm-trees, which they keep with watering and cutting every year, they make velvets, 
fatdns, taffatas, damafks, farcenets, and fuch like; out of the leaves cleanfed and 
purged, drawing long even threads for that purpofe. They draw wine, (as it is 
laid) from the palm-tree; there is another kind of palm-tree, which bears a fruit good 
for the ftomach, and for the liver moll admirable. 

One crocodile was fo huge and greedy, that it devoured an Alibamba, that is, a 
chained company of eight or nine flaves. I have feen them watch their prey, haling in 
general man or other creatures into the water. 
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NEW AND ACCURATE DESCRIPTION 

OF 

THE COAST OF GUINEA , 

DIVIDED INTO 

THE GOLD, THE SLAVE, AND THE IVORY COASTS. 

CONTAINING 

A GEOGRAPHICAL, POLITICAL, AND NATURAL HISTORY OF THE KINGDOMS 

AND countries: 

WITH A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF THE RISE, PROGRESS, AND PRESENT CONDITION OF ALL 
THE EUROPEAN SETTLEMENTS UPON THAT COAST, AND THE JUST MEASURES 
FOR IMPROVING THE SEVERAL BRANCHES OF THE GUINEA TRADE. „ 

Written originally in Dutch by William Bos man. Chief Faftor for the Dutch at the Cattle of 
St. George d’Etmiua. And now faithfully done into EngJUfli.* 


THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

1T Is a common cuftom among authors, to uffier in their writings with a Preface ; which 
L forne look upon as a mere ornament of no great importance, and others a? a neceffary 
appendage, both for fetting forth the fobjeft, method, and defign of the performance, 
and for giving the reader an opportunity to know the qualifications of his author : and 
it is the latter of thefe that I here join with. 

The world is at prefent fo overltocked with books, that it is altnofl impoffible to 
bring any new thing to light, unlefs another new world were difcovered ; the countries 
and people in all parts of the world, being already defcribed by various authors. But 
it was an ancient faying among the Romans, that Africa always produces fomething 
new; and, to this day, the faying is very juft; for the coaft of Guinea, which is part 
of Africa, is for the inofl: part unknown, not only to the Dutch, but to all Europeans, 
and no particular defcription of it is yet come to light; nor, indeed, any thing, but a 
few fcraps fcattered in books written upon other fubjefts, mofl of which are contrary 
to truth, and afford but a forry fketch of Guinea. 

Being a lover, from my youth, of the defcriptions of travels and voyages, and ac¬ 
counts of foreign countries, 1 quickly took a diflafte at fuch authors as palmed prcca- 
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nous reports upon the world for certain truths; and, having never dirred out of their 
native country, take all for truth that is handed to them from abroad, and recommend 
it as fuch to the world : in imitation of Aridotle, who, being ordered by Alexander (as 
the dory goes) to write of the nature of animals, grounded and completed his perform¬ 
ance upon the report of every traveller he could meet with. In thofe days, when the 
world was not fo well known as it is now, that fort of writing might go down : but now¬ 
adays a man of fenfe will fcarcely venture upon it, confidering that his advances will be 
compaffed by a variety of travellers, and where he departs from what they find to be 
the real truth, he will be expofed for a fabulous author. In this country of Holland, 
we have had particularly two fuch writers in the lalt century, who fet forth many books, 
and are now fo well known by the bulkinefs of their writings, and the manner of their 
performances, that it is needlefs to fay more of them than this, that the world does 
them juftice enough if they credit but one .half of what they write upon foreign fub- 
jefts, without derogating from what credit is due to their works that relate to our own 
country ; for which fubjefl they are very well qualified. I could not forbear oppofing 
them upon fome heads, and publilhing the truth of what they have mifreprefented; 
and, in fo doing, I reckon I have done fome fervice. And if they are fo touched with 
my freedom as to take, me to talk (according to their threats), I am well affured that at 
lead they fliall not fix any falfehood upon me. I had always a longing defire to go and 
fee what I read of in books; and, during my fourteen years day upon the coad of 
Guinea, I had an opportunity of fatisfying my defire, there being few or fcarcely any 
places upon the coad, where l have not daid for fome time, and can now fpeak of 
with experience. 

And while I thus gratified my own curiofity, I confidered that man was created not 
for himfelf alone, but likewife to ferve his neighbour ; and that the fined things lofe 
their greated fplendour by being fmothered in the bread of one man : upon this con- 
fideration, I reckoned myfelf bound to impart to my countrymen what I have beheld 
with pleafure; and that the rather, that I was defired fo to do by my very good friend 
to whom the enfuing letters, are addrefled. Though my friend’s demand was contrary 
to my inclination, yet I cheerfully complied with it; only I had fome wandering re- 
fleflions upon the reafons alledged in my fird letter, particularly that of my unpoliflied 
way of expreffing myfelf. But confidering I do not publilh this for a piece of confum- 
mate rhetoric, but only to fatisfy thofe who are curious in this way, I hope to be ex- 
cufed. My foie defign is to gratify thofe who are moved with the fame curiofity that 
influenced me, or may hereafter have an opportunity of being concerned on the coad 
of Guinea ; to gratify them, I fay, with a didinft account of the difpofition and con- 
ditution of thofe countries, and, the various opinions that prevail there. This is my 
aim, and I hope I fliall in fome meafure compafs it. In fine, if what I have here pub- 
Iifhed can be of the lead ufe, I dial! reckon myfelf richly rewarded for my pains. 

At fird I had contrived this work, fo as to divide it into five books, treating of fo 
many feveral fubje&s. The fird, of the difpofition of the Gold Coad; its extent, 
divifion, fertility, and the employment or livelihood of the inhabitants. The fecond, 
of the inhabitants in general; their genius, cudoms, manners, religion, government, 
and habitations, with what relates thereunto. The third, of the trade of the coad ; 
how it is carried on by the Dutch Company and the other Europeans, and how the 
Negroes a£l their part in it. The fourth, of the animals of the country; whether 
wild or tame, as quadrupeds, reptiles, infeas, and fowl, befides the filh, the plants, 
ana the frmts. a he fifth* of the kingdoms of Ladingcour* Coto, the two Popos, and 
10 the 
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the charming country of Fida: with a conclufion, defcribing a coafting voyage per¬ 
formed by me in the year 1698. 

But fince, having the opportunity to fend the whole matter of the above-mentioned 
five books, in feveral letters to my very good friend, I chofe to alter the divifion, and 
draw it all up in twenty Letters, including in each as much as the conveniency of time 
allowed- To thefe twenty letters there are two more annexed, which were wrote to 
me by two perfons in our fervice, and relate to the countries where they were employed, 
and where 1 had never been. This new divifion, I hope, will not be unacceptable to 
the reader, in regard that every letter ftill prefents him with fomething that is new. I 
muft own it pleafes me better than the firft. 

For fome time after I begun this work, I was much troubled that there was not a 
man on the coaft that could draw and defign : but after I had gone a great way in it, 
there came one to the coall that was verfed ill that art, upon which I immediately fet 
him to work, upon drawing all the forts (Dutch, Englilh, and Danifli,) to the eaffi of 
Elmina; and, for his greater conveniency, I made the journey with him inyfelf, being 
fent by our general upon affairs relating to our trade. The animals, which upon my 
order were brought to us, he drew by the life; and the forts he drew with a juft re¬ 
gard to perfpeftive. But death, which fpares no man, vifited my draughtfrnan, juft 
when we were ready to take another journey to the weft of Elmina. In a few days 
time he was well and dead j and fo leit me provided only with the half of what I de- 
figned, there being no other draughtfinan on the coaft. 

I have purpofely affefted brevity, otherwife I could have drove out to a bulky vo¬ 
lume : but, confidering that it is tedious and naufeous to dwell long upon one thing, I 
prefume the reader will be thereby gratified. 



A DESCRIPTION, OF GUINEA. 

LETTER I. — Treating of the Gold Coajl in general , and the Country of Axim in parti¬ 
cular, the Settling of the Dutch and Brandenburghers there , the imprudent Cpnduft of 
the latter upon this Coaft; of Rio de Cobre , and the unhappy Accident that happened 
to a Fort there. 

Sir, 

yOUR agreeable of September ift 1700, was feafonably handed to me by Captain 
1 N.N., by which I am perfeftly fatisfied, that, through your diligence and con- 
dudf, my affairs are brought to a happy iffue. The leaft I can do, is to thank you, 
with affurance that I will flip no opportunity of making the belt returns I am capable 
of in requital of fuch unufual fervices: indeed I am very unfit to do it in the way you 
oblige me to; you exaa from me an accurate defeription of this country, and though 
bv my long refidence here, 1 am, or at leaft ought to be in fome meafure acquainted 
with it yet there are feveral reafons which I might alledge in excufe; among which 
no fmaU ones are, that my infufficiency and unpoliflied way of exprefling myfelf renders 
me uncapable to reprefent things in their juft propriety and connexion; but what I have 
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yet to offer requires my more ferfous confideration, whether, being aflually in the fervice 
of our Weft India Company, it is confiftent with my duty to difcover the ftate of their 
affairs; being very dubious on this head, 1 could have heartily wifhed you would have 
fpared me this heavy talk, fearing it was what might contribute to make you, as well 
as myfelf, uneafy. But at laft, reflecting on your friendftup, and the obligation receiv¬ 
ed, I foon ftepped over thefe and all other difficulties, and am refolved to endeavour 
your latisfaction, upon promife that your ufual good-nature will excufe my incorreft 
ftyle; and reft affined, that, however I fucceed, a fincere intention to oblige you to 
the urmoftj is never wanting. 

Returning to yours, I find your curiofity expends itfelf primarily to that country 
where your nephew was laft placed by the general: in anfvver to which, be pleafed to 
take the following account.—This country, called Axim, is cultivated and abounds 
with numerous, large, and beautiful villages, all extraordinarily populous; fome of 
which are fituate on the fea-lhore, and others farther on the main land; the moft con- 
fiderable aniongft the former lie under the Brandenburghian and Dutch forts, of which 
the latter is by much the bell. 

Our fort here is obliged for its prefent name of St. Anthony to the Portuguele, who 
were its firft mailers; but Anno 1642, were driven from this and feveral other places 
by our countrymen: and indeed, formerly the Portuguefe ferved for fetting-dogs to 
lpring the game, which, as foon as they had done, was feized by others. But to return 
to our fort, which was not great, but neatly and beautifully built as well as ftrong and 
conveniently fituated: it is provided with three good batteries, befides breaft-works, 
out-works, and high walls on the land fide, as well as a fufficient quantity of guns * 
and if it were well ftored with provifions, might hold out againft a ftrong army of the 
natives. 1 am heartily forry I cannot fend you a draught of it, becaufe the mam artift, 
who was about it, died before it was half finilhed ; for which reafon you are not to ex! 
peft fo much as a Iketch of any fort weft of Elmira, but the drawings of thofe eaftward 
are at your fervice. 

You cannot be ignorant that your nephew is made principal faftor by Mr. N.N. 
who is intrufted by the Company as well as the general, with an abfolute power "over 
that whole country; the inhabitants being reduced to that entire lubjedion, that they 
dare not refufe, but are firmly bound to ferve the fador to the utmoft with what the 
country affords; nor dare they decide any judiciary cafe without his cognizance he 
being a fort of chief juftice appointed to punifli even the chief of the Negroes, accordin’ 
to the cuftom of the country; but of their laws I intend {if I live long enough) a more 
particular account. But at prefent, before I proceed any farther, I ffiall prefent vou 
with a finall Iketch of the Guinea Coaft, efpecially that called the Gold Coait, and what 
is pofleffed either by our own countrymen, or other Europeans. 

Guinea is a large country, extended feveral hundred miles, abounding with innumer¬ 
able kingdoms, and feveral commonwealths. 

Several authors have reprefented Guinea as a mighty kingdom, whofe prince by his 
yictorioumefs had fubdued numerous countries, and erefted their whole extent of land 
into one mighty kingdom, which he called Guinea : how great this miftake is, I hope 
to evince to you ; fince the very name of Guinea is not fo much as known to the natives 
here, nor the imaginary Guinea monarchy yet to be found in the world. 

I he Gold Coart being a part of Guinea, is extended about fixty miles, beginning 
with the Gold River three miles weft of Affine, or twelve above Axim, and ending 
with the village Ponm, feven or eight miles eaft of Acra. b 
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1 atn unwilling to detain you with a description of the traft of land betwixt Affine 
and R10* or the river Cobre, about a mile above our fort; fince the trade of that place 
is at prefent fo mconfiderable that it is very little frequented* though nine or ten years 
ago its commerce was in a fiouriihtng (late; but lince the golden country of Affine 
(from whence gold was brought thither) was conquered* and almoft devaluated, the 
Dinckimrafe traffic has run at a low ebb,’ and the little gold dull which is brought thi¬ 
ther is either fophiflicated or of very fmall value: wherefore I fhall fleer my courfe 
along the Gold Coaft, and without confidering the rank of precedence, take them fairly 
as they lie in my way, and deferibe them as well as the compafs of a letter will permit. 

The countries from the Aneoberfian River to the village Ponni, are eleven in num¬ 
ber, viz, Axim, Ante, Adorn, Jabi, Commani, Fetu, Saboe, Fantyn, Aeron, Agonna, 
and Aquamboe ; each containing one, two, or three towns or villages, lying upon the 
fea-fhore, as well under, as betwixt the forts of the Europeans; their greateft and mod 
populous towns being generally farther on land. Seven of thefe are kingdoms, go¬ 
verned by their refpeftive Kings ; and the reft being governed by fome of the principal 
men amongft them, feem to approach nearer to commonwealths; but I fhall give you a 
more particular account of them hereafter, and in order thereto at prefent begin with 
Axim; which, as the notion of power runs here, was formerly a potent monarchy, but 
the arrival of the Brandenburghers divided the inhabitants, one part of them putting 
themfeives under the protection of the new comers, in expectation of an eafier 
government and loafer reins, in which they were not mi (taken, as the confequence 
evinced; but the other part, which were the mod honed and leaft changeable, ftajd 
under our government. But if we take a view of this country before this time, we Xhd.ll 
find it to be extended fix miles in length, computing from the mentioned Rio Cobre, 
(Ancober, or the Serpentine River, fo called by the Portuguefe, from its intricate wind¬ 
ing and inlandjcourfe of twenty miles) to the village Boefwa, a mile weft of our fort, 
near the village of Boutry. 

The Negro inhabitants are generally very rich, driving a great trade with the Euro¬ 
peans for gold, which they chiefly vend to the Englllh and Zealand interlopers, not- 
with (landing the fevere penalty they incur thereby; for if we catch them, their fo 
bought goods are not only forfeited, but a heavy fine is laid upon them : not deterred 
I fay by this, they all hope to efcape; to effedt which, they bribe our (laves (who are 
fet as watches and fpies over them) to let them pafs by night; by which means we are 
hindered from having much above an hundreth part of the gold of this land. And the 
plain reafon why the natives run this rifque of trading with the interlopers, is, that their 
goods are fometimes better than ours, and always to be had one third part cheaper; 
whereby they are encouraged againft the danger, very well knowing, that a fuccefsful 
eorrefpondence will foon enrich them* 

Thefe interlopers are feveral of them fitted out by private merchants in Holland to 
drive this trade; which is in elfefl, to rob the Welt India Company of the advantage of 
their Placaat or patent obtained from the States-General, which empowers them to 
trade on this coaft, exclufive of ail others; and of punching all offenders againft this 
right with the lofs of life and goods ; all their fhips, in cafe they feize them, being free 
prize; but though in my time we have taken feveral of them, the law has not been 
rigoroully put in execution, but we generally content ourfelves with making examples 
of feme of the ring-leaders in terrorem ; and when they are feized, feme one or other 
of the Company’s officers find it their intereft to let them flip through their fingers. - 
But not to accufc any body, fince every one hath his frailty, let us return to the inha¬ 
bitants of Axim, whom we find mduftrioufly employed either in trade, fifliing, or agri¬ 
culture,, 
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culture, and that is chiefly exercifed in the culture of rice, which grows here above all 
other places in an incredible abundance, and is tranfported hence all the Gold Coaft: 
over. The inhabitants in lieu returning full fraught with millet, jammes, potatoes, and 
palm oil y all which are very rare here, for the foil is naturally moift, and though fit to 
produce rice, and fruit trees, doth not kindly yield other fruits. 

But having already hinted fomething relating to the Brandenburghers, it will not, 
I hope, be tedious to particularize a little on their prefent ftate. Their principal for- 
trefs is not above three miles eaft of our fort St. Anthony, and is called Frederics- 
burgh; it is fituate on the hill Mamfro near the village Pocquefoe, and is handfome and 
reafonably large, ftrengthened with four large batteries furnifhed with forty-fix pieces 
of ordnance, but too flight and fmall; the gate of this fort is the moil beautiful on all 
the coaft, but proportionably much too large for the ftru&ure, fo that the garrifon feems 
to have an equal right with the burghers of Minde, to the advice that they fhould keep 
their gate clofe fliut for fear the fort fhould run away. On the eaft fide it hath a 
beautiful out-work, which deprives the fortrefs of a great part of its ftrength, where¬ 
fore it would be eafily gained if attacked on this fide; befides which, the greateft 
fault in this building is, that the breaft-works are built no higher than a man’s knee, 
and the men thereby are continually expofed defencelefs to the fliot from without; 
which is no fmall inconvenience in wars with the Blacks, for no perfon can come upon 
the batteries, but the Negroes eafily reach him with a mufquet-fhot: for the reft, the 
building part is not to be obje&ed againft, and is provided with a great many fine 
dwellings within. 

The commander-in-chief of this fort, and indeed of all the poffeflions of the Bran¬ 
denburghers on this coaft, con filling of two forts and a lodge, takes the title of 
direftor-general under His Ele&oral Highnefe of Brandenburgh and his African com¬ 
pany. For fome time paft their commanders and fervants, except common foldiers, 
have been moft part Dutch, who in imitation of our nation have always aimed at an 
ablblute dominion over the Blacks; but never could yet accomplilh their end, being 
hitherto hindered by their inteftine diffenfions and irregularities, or the villainous nature 
of their Negroes, who, having moftly fled from us on occafion of crimes committed by 
them, have taken refuge under them. 

In the time of my refidence here I can remember feven of their directors j the firft, 
John Nyman, an Embdener, a man of found judgment, good fenfe, and great expe¬ 
rience, who difcharged his office with the greateft fidelity and good conduct, by which 
means he quitted this country with a great deal of honour, and left a very good name 
behind him: he was fucceeded by John and Jacob Ten-Hooft, the father and fon, who 
both acquired a large lhare of reputation, and kept their fubordinates in due decorum, 
efpecially the fon, who by good-nature and a civil addrefs gained the affe&ion of the 
Blacks, and had every body at his devotion: by which means he eftablilhed the Bran- 
denburghian affairs in a much better condition than any before him; and as they never 
had a better governor, fo it is very much to be doubted, they will repent the time when 
they removed him, and appointed Gylbrecht van Hoogveldt in his place, who before 
had been factor in our fervice at Axim, where he treated thofe under him fo ill, that 
General Joel Smits and the council were obliged to difcharge and fend him from the 
Coaft, as incapable of their fervice. However, being now commander-in-chief, to 
reconcile himfeli to the oftended Negroes his old enemies, he granted them feveral 
firanchifes and privileges, which ferved not only to leffen the power of the Branden- 
burghers, and lay the' firft foundation of their ruin, but after a ftort government the 
Europeans and Blacks jointly rofe againft him; and after trying him, difcharged him 
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once more the government and Coaft; choofing in his place one John van Laar, an 
Anabaptift, who was found to have a much better talent at drinking of brandy than at 
bufinefs; and took fo little care of the public, that all went to ruin ; and he himfelf was 
timely removed by death, to make way for John Vilfer his fucceffor, a perfon, who 
wanting even common fenfe, was therefore incapable of that truft. Shortly after his 
elevation, his fador at Acoda was killed by the Negroes, which he having neither fuf- 
ficient conduct nor power to revenge, they continued their unbridled outrages at the 
expence of the lives of feveral of his Europeans; and laftly, ieizing his perfon, they 
carried him into the inland country, and after miferably breaking almoft all his limbs, 
and fattening abundance of ftones about his body, drowned him in the fea. This 
barbarous murther was varioully talked of here: but all agree that the Europeans 
under his command confented to, and abetted it; and forne affert it was done by their 
order; and Adrian Grobbe (chofen by the Negroes) his fucceffor, is generally charged 
with the greateft Ihare in this crime; if he is innocent I hope he will clear himfelf, but 
if guilty, may heaven avenge it on him and his accomplices; for it hath very per- 
nicioufly weakened the power of all the Europeans on this Coaft, and Idled them 
with apprehenfions not altogether groundlefs, that if this bloody fad efcapes unpunilhed, 
nobodv is here fecure of life. It hath already fo enflaved the Brandenburghets, that 
I very much doubt whether ever they will regain the mattery, for the Negroes having 
once got the upper hand will fufficiently lord it over them. 

I could not help imparting to you this event, equally ftrange and deteftable; to 
which I was indeed the rather induced, becaufe as you are perfedly acquainted with 
all the European trade of the Embden company, fo you may take an opportunity of 
informing them how their affairs have been managed here for feme years paft. But 
taking leave of this fort, let us take a ftep two miles and a half eaftwards below 
Cape Trefpuntos, where we find another Brandenburghian fort at Acoda called Do¬ 
rothea ; which by order of our fuperiors was amplified and delivered to them about 
eleven years paft j fince which they have very considerably ftrengthened and improved 
it. It is a houfe covered with a Hat roof, on which are two fmall batteries and hall 
curtains, upon which they have planted feveral light pieces of cannon; it is indeed 
furnifhed with a fufficient number of rooms and conveniendes, though but flightiy 

built and fomewhat crowded. _ 

Betwixt Maufro and Acoda, the Brandenburghers, in 1674, built another fort-houle 
at the village Tacrama, in the middle of Cape 1 refpuntos. Their^ general s. defign 
was to build a fort here to preferve and defend the adjacent watering place in their 
power. Upon the whole, the keeping of this lodge and the two former forts hath 
been fo very expenfive to them, that I atn of opinion they will not haftily augment 
their charge by undertaking any new building. 

The Brandenburgh affairs having infenfibly fwelled this letter to a larger bulk than 
I intended, and obliged me to defer my defigned account of the vegetables of the coun- 
try of Axini to another opportunity $ and that I may not cloy you at once, I mail con¬ 
clude only with a defeription of the above-mentioned Snake River 9 or river of Ancober* 
which laft name it takes From the country it runs through. 

This river is too pleal'ant to be flightiy paffed over, and as I have already told you, 
is a mile above our fort St. Anthony ; its mouth is very wide, with fo (hallow water, 
that I queftion whether it is paffable with a boat, but a little farther it grows deeper and 
narrower; after which, in feveral miles no obfervable alteration appears. How far its 
inland courfe extends I Cannot inform you, though I have travelled above three fmall 
da vs’ voyage upon it, and found it as pieafant as any part of the Guinea coaft, not ex- 
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cepttng Fida itfelf; each of its banks being adorned with fine lofty trees, which afford 
the moft agreeable fhade in the world, defending the traveller from the fcorching 
-beams of the fun. It is not unpleafant to obferve the beautiful variegated birds, and the 
Iportive apes, diverting therofelves on the verdant boughs all the way. To render 
it yet more charming, having failed about a mile up, you are entertained with the view 
of a fine populous village, extending about a quarter of a mile on its weftern fhore j 
of fuch villages hereabouts are a great number, which together make up three feveral 
countries, of which, the firft fituate next the fea, is called Ancober (whether the river 
be obliged to the country, or the country to the river for its name, I fhall not deter- 
mine); the fecond next occurring land is Abocroe, and the laft Eguira, The firft 1 
obferved was a monarchy, and the other two common-wealths. Several years pad we 
had a fort in the country of Eguira, and drove a very confiderable trade there ; for 
befides the afflux of gold thither from all foreign parts, the country itfelf affords fome 
gold mines; and I remember when I had the government of Axim, a very rich one 
was difcovered; but we loft our footing there in a very tragical manner, for the com- 
mander-in-chief of the Negroes, being clofely befieged by our men (as fame reports), 
fliot gold inftead of bullets, hinting by figns that he was ready to treat, and af terwards 
trade with the befiegers: but in the midft of their negociation he blew up himfelf and 
all his enemies at once, as unfortunately as bravely putting an end to our fiege and 
his life, and like Sampfon revenging his death upon his enemies. To compafs his 
defign, he had encouraged a Have by promifing him new clothes, to ftand ready with 
a lighted match, with which he was to touch the powder when he faw him ftamp with 
his foot, which the filly wretch but too punctually performed undifcovered by any but one 
of our Company’s flaves, who obferving it, withdrew as filently as timely, being only left 
alive to bring us the news; and fince we could get no better account, we were obliged 
to believe this; it being but too certain that our fort, to the coft of our director and 
fome of our enemies, was blown up. This being enough for the firft time, be pleafed 
to fufpend your curiofity till the next opportunity, when you fhall not fail of a farther 
account from, yours, &c. 


LETTER II.— Defcribing the Antefe Country about Boutry, the Englijh and Dutch 
Forts there , and the Englijh 4heir fraudule?itly •vending falfe Gold ; the Beauty of the 
Antefe Country and the River Boutry , the Oyjlers which are there produced ; the 
Dutch and Englijh Forts at Zaconde and the Country adjacent; of the Village Chama, 
and the Dutch fort there , together with the Jabife and Adonife Land , and the River 
Chama , with a Reprefentation of the Cruelty of the Jabife General. 

Sir, 

I HOI E that mine of the 15th ■ will reach youm due time , but the fhip which 
carries it being bound for Fida to take in flaves, and after that to touch at Curacao 
before it ftands its courfe homewards, I cannot expect that it fhould reach Holland in 
lefs than a year ; and the ftiip that brings this, fleering direftly to Europe, will arrive 
much fooner j wherefore, to take off the uneafinefs of the delay, I here fend you a 
tianfciipt of my former, wiihing the contents may meet your favourable reception. 

Having deferibed Axim in my firft, I fhall begin this with an account of Ante, its 
next adjoining neighbour, to which I fhall add as much as time and convenience will 
permit. The country of Ante, or as the natives call it, Hante, begins with the village 
23 oef\va, two miles below, or eaftward of Acoda$ though we may very well take in, 

and 
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mid begin with Acoda itfelf, it being at prefent fubjefit thereto. For feveral years this 
country was divided into the Upper and Lower Ante, Antim, already defcribed, being 
accounted the former, and that we are about to defcribe efteemed the latter. It was for- 
merly very potent and populous, being inhabited by a martial and praedatory people, 
who very much annoyed us with frequent onfets ; but with continual wars with thofe 
of Adorn and their other neighbours, they are fo enfeebled, that no footfteps of their 
priftine glory are left. But of them more particularly hereafter. 

At Dikjefchoftt, properly called Infuma, the Englifli built a fmall fort, anno 1691, 
after they had feveral times difputed the ground with the Brandenburghers, who feme 
time before had fet up their eleftor’s flag there ; though at laft, not finding it turn to 
any great account, they quietly yielded it to the Englifli, who advanced fo leifurely that 
it was but finiftied in fix years; after all which it was fo inconfiderable and flight, that 
it hardly deferved the name of a fort. I have often heard the Englifli themfelves com¬ 
plain of it; for befides that it is not a place of good trade, the Negroes thereabouts are 
fo intractable, fraudulent, villainous and obftinate, that the Englifh cannot deal with 
them; for if they have recourfe to violence in order to bring them to reafon, they are 
alfo oppofed by force, and that fo warmly, that thefe five years pad they adventured 
to befiege them in their fortrefs, and were very near taking it; at laft, they obliged 
the Englifli to their terms, without allowing them to exercife any power over them, 
and hence proceeded an alliance fo ftria betwixt them, that they jointly agreed to cheat 
all the {hips that came to trade there, by putting fophifticated gold upon them, a fraud 
which they have frequently prattifed, as they did about three months paft upon two 
fmall Englifh fliips (one of which was laden to the value of one thoufand feven hundred 
pounds fterling - ), for all which, themafter received only falfe gold, fo that he loft his 
whole voyage at once; nor did his companion fuft'er much lefs, and what raoft furprifed 
them was, that they received it as well from the Whites as the Negroes. They 
applied themfelves to the Englifli chief governor on the coaft, defining they might 
have their goods returned, or good gold in exchange for the falfe; but to complain to 
him, was to go to the devil to be confefled; for he, participating in the fraud, would 
by no means help them. This cheat is become fo common, that it daily happens ; but 
that the Whites have always a hand in it I dare not affirm} however I am very fure, 
that this place deferves the name of the falfe mint of Guinea, of which every trader who 
comes to the coaft ought to be warned; for the making of falfe gold is here fo com¬ 
mon, that it is publicly fold, and become a perfedt trade : the price current befog fo 
my time about a crown in good gold for two pounds fterling of falfe. 

About a mile and a half from this knavilh place, at the village Boutry, commonly 
called Boutree, is another fmall ill-fliaped fort, fttuate on a very high hill, built in an 
oblong form, and divided into two parts ; ftrengthened (if I may fo fay) with two 
inoffenfive batteries, upon which are planted eight fmall guns. This is very impro¬ 
perly called Batenftein, for it much better deferves the name of Schadenftein (Bate 
fignifyfog profit, and Schade lofs), in regard we have for feveral years loft much 
more than we got by it. At the foot of this hill is the village Boutry, which is in¬ 
differently large and populous, inhabited by a people who trade very fair with us, as not 
participating of the villainous nature of thofe of Infuma. 

Exactly four miles lower we meet with the village Zaconde, where we have a fmall 
fort called Orange. A mufquet-fhot from hence is the remains of an Englifh fort 
about as large as ours, of which more hereafter. Upon walking through the country 
of Ante, reckoning from Acoda to a mile and a half below Zaconde, where it ends, I 
oount it about eight or nine miles long. Its pleafant fituation is become fo famous 
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by Mr. Focquembourg’s defcription, which adventures to compare it with the country 
of Cleve, that, leaving the truth of his comparifon to the decifion of thofe that have 
feen both, I fhall only in purfuance of my defign inform you, that this country, as 
well as all the gold-coaft, abounds in hills, all enriched with extraordinarily high and 
beautiful trees; its valleys betwixt the hills are wide and extenfive, proper for the 
planting of all fort of fruits, and if they were as well cultivated as watered, would fup- 
ply half the coaft with eatables. The earth produceth, in great abundance, very good 
rice, the richeft fort of millet, the grain of which is red, jambs, potatoes, and other 
fruits, all good in their kind ; nor is the foil in the lealt deficient in fruit-trees. The 
fugar-canes grow here more and larger than any where elfe; fo that I am not without 
hopes that a fuccefsful plantation may in time be here fet on foot. For wine and oil, 
the palm affords what excels in quantity as well as quality. In fhort, it is a land which 
yields its manurers as plentiful a crop as they can wilh, being befides very well fur- 
nifhed with all forts of tame as well as wild hearts; but the laft fatal war betwixt the 
Anteans and Adoniians hath reduceth it to a miferable condition, and ftript it of moft 
of its inhabitants : befides which, the miferable few left behind are fo difpirited, that 
they fhelter themfeives under our fort near Boutry, leaving the greatest part of the 
land wild and uncultivated. It is, indeed, deplorable to fee it at prefent, and refledt 
on its former flourifhing condition in the years 1690 and 1691. Before the war, I 
being then an afliftant, had an opportunity of walking to Boutry and through this 
country, when it regaled the eyes with the pleafant profpect of numerous villages well 
peopled, a plentiful harveft and abundance of cattle; infomuch that a foldier who 
could very hardly live on his fubfiftence-money in other places could fare delicioufly 
here on the half: and if there be any difference in places, wilh refpeft to their health- 
fulnefs, I fhould prefer Boutry before all the reft: for during my ftay there, it was 
obfervable that fewer died there in proportion to the number of people and time than 
any where: and I dare affirm, that if the fame care was taken upon the whole coaft as 
there, Guinea would foon lofe its dreadful mortal name. 

I had almoft paffed over the moft charming part of the whole Antefe land, betwixt 
Acoda and Boutry, being watered by a frefli river which runs by our fort to the inner 
part of the land, planted with high trees on both fides; which, wide as it is, is over- 
ffiadowed by the leaves. I have by frequent experience found this river navigable three 
miles from the fea-fhore ; but though it reacheth farther, the violent water-falls, which 
pour down from the rocks into the river, render it unpaffable beyond. It affords 
great plenty of fiffi, notwithftanding the incredible number of crocodiles it is peftered 
with, which mull neceffarily devour vaft quantities. 

In my defcription of Rio Cobre I mentioned the great multitude of apes there; but 
this country is fo full of thefe unlucky animals, whofe only talent is mifchief, that one 
would be apt to think that this was properly their kingdom, or grand rendezvous. 

If my memory doth not deceive me, you are a very great lover of river-oyfters; be 
pleafed therefore to make a trip hither, and I will engage you fhall be fatisfied with 
them at the expence only of the trouble of gathering them, and in lefs than an hour’s 
time I will undertake to lliew you one hundred thoufand growing on the trees: pray 
do not be furprized, you have before now heard of Soland geefe, and Chinefe fiffi 
which change into fowl j perhaps you will tell me you believe neither, and per¬ 
haps I am of your mind, yet all this {hall not prevent my account how oyfters grow 
here. On each fide of the river grows a fort of trees, great and finall intermixed, 
whofe branches Ihoot direftly into the water (thofe which remain above its furface 
being withered and dry), while the former become immediately leaved with finall 
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oyfliers, at firft about the bignefs of fhell-fnails, but in a very fliort time grown to their 
mature fize. 

I remember to have mentioned the Englifli and Dutch forts at Zaconde: they were, 
indeed, about fix years pad in being, but the trade at fo low an ebb, and the officers 
of each fort fo jealous of the other, that they both lived in miferable poverty, at the 
expence of both the Englifli and Dutch Companies. Not long after, the Englifli 
fortrefs was burnt and deftroyed by the Antean Negroes; its chief commander and 
fome of the Englifli being killed, and the reft being plundered of all their own and the 
Company’s goods; and at prefent the out-walls only are left ftanding, by which, 
though very little to our advantage, we are left the mailers of this place. ^ Indeed, laft 
year” we traded confiderably here for a large quantity of gold, which the Englifli under- 
ftanding, made feveral attempts to rebuild their fort, but were always obftructed by the 
Antean Negroes. 

Before the war, betwixt Adorn and Ante, this Zaconde was one or the fineft and 
richeft villages, as well in money as people, upon the whole coaft: but the Adomefe 
conquerors entirely burnt and deftroyed it. The few flight dwellings which are here 
at prefent were built fince, and others are daily building, fo that ere-long, it may 
grow to be an indifferent village ; but to re-inftate it in its flourilbing condition requires 
feveral years. 

I have formerly mentioned the pleafantnefs of the Antefe country, but then came no 
farther than a little below Boutry. But the land for two or three miles round about 
thefe forts is not lefs agreeable than the former ; befides that, here and behind Toco- 
rary, a mile weft of Zaconde, the valleys are fo much finer, that it is impoffible for 
imagination to conceive any thing more charming. I have here feen a large plain fo 
plentifully and properly adorned with lofty trees and woods, as if dame Nature had 
defigned to Ihew her mailer-piece here; and between the rows of trees the paths were 
all covered with white fand, in which were obfervable the foot-fteps of thoufands of 
harts, elephants, tigers, wild-cats, and other forts of beafts. In fliort, this place is fo 
very plentiful that it is impoffible to walk here without raptures. 

The village or town of Tocorary, or rather the fort which was there, hath from 
time to time had feveral European inafters: but it is now fo ruined, that no vifible 
remnants of it are left. The Englifli, Dutch, Brandenburghers, Swedes, and Danes, 
have all had their turns in pofleffion of it. In 1665, the Englilh were drove from 
thence by De Ruyter, they having before got pofleffion by eland eftine means: but of 
this vou may be further informed in Brand’s life of De Ruyter. Since that time it hath 
yet once changed mailers, but fell at laft into our hands ; and fince I came hither, our 
traffic was tranfacted in a Negro’s houfe; but that not meeting with its defired fuccefs, 
we abfolutely quitted the whole: and the town was fo deftroyed and burnt in the war 
bv the Adomefe, that it is at prefent inhabited by a few inconfiderable people only. 
But taking leave of the Antefe country for the prefent, let us turn towards the town 
Chama, in the way to which, is Aboary a village, near which we had a lodge for 
feveral years ; but it being found to conduce more to the advantage of thofe who were 
placed there than the Company’s, it was quitted as an unneceffary charge. The town 
Chama is moderately large and well peopled, but its inhabitants fo miferably poor, that 
I do not believe they have any like them on the Gold Coaft. Our fort here is about 
the fize of that of Boutry ; very finall, but a little longer: it hath four fmall batteries, 
and juft as many guns as the forenamed place, and was called (as it is at prefent ) St.Se- 
baftian’s by the Portuguefe, from whom we took it. In our wars with England, it was 
in a manner levelled with the ground, being only encompafl’ed with palifadoes, which 
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the Englifh perceiving, thought it would be no difficult matter to drive us from thence 7. 
and accordingly, in conjunction with the Jabifhians, attacked us: but found fo vigorous 
and unexpected a refiftance, that they were obliged to lofe their labour, and return to the 
place from whence they came, ever fince which we have enjoyed it without the leaft 
interruption. 

A little behind our fort the Jabifh land begins, and extends itfelf a few miles towards 
the inland part of the country : but I fliall only defcribe that part fituate on the coaiL 
It is at prefent but a fmall diftrift, and not very potent, though the firft kingdom 
which occurs in our defcent from the higher country. Its King is fo great a prince, 
that I fhould confider very ferioufly before I fliould give him credit for the value o£ 
ten pounds fterling in goods, for fear he fhould not be able to pay me; it is, indeed, 
true, that he, and his lubjefts, if I may fo call them, make fo confiderable an advan¬ 
tage of the planting and felling of millet yearly, that they would foon become rich if 
their too potent neighbours did not continually fleece and keep them under, which they 
are not able to prevent. 

The Chamafcian River, or Rio de St. Juan, called by the Negroes, Boflum Pra, 
which they adore as a God (as the word Boflum fignifies), takes its courfe from our 
fort, paffing by the Jabifhian and Adomefe country, as well as that of Juffer, and 
thence (if we may credit the Negroes), extending itfelf about one hundred miles in 
land. It is a fmall matter Iefs than the river of Ancober, but wide enough, and hath 
the advantage of being fo laid, that loaden boats may conveniently come into it from 
the fea, if the pilot be but fo careful as to avoid a rock near its mouth, which the failors 
call the Sugar; for elfe they are liable to be fpfit, as it hath feveral times happened 
during my refidence there, and fome have been loft, efpecially if the fea happened to 
turn, or was rough. This river is very advantageous to us: for befldes tile frefh water 
with which our fhips ftore themfelves, it furnifhes the caftle with fuel for the kitchens 
and ovens, as alfo with wood necefiary for fmall fliipping; fo that, indeed, the river is 
really more ufeful to us than the fort itfelf ; and without the former I do not believe we 
fliould long keep the latter. For befldes that the commerce here is not confiderable, 
and the keeping the fortrefs very expenfive, we are continually plagued with a villain¬ 
ous fort of Negroes, amongft which thofe of Adoin are none of the beft ; whofe 
country I have before told you, ftretcheth itfelf along by th? river, and contains feveraL 
ifiands in the midfl of the faid river, adorned with fine towns and villages: and, in¬ 
deed, what hath fur prized me mod in this country, is the wonderful fituation of the 
Adomefe territories; for we find they are extended?along both the rivers Chama and 
Ancober, which are reckoned above fixteen miles diftant from each other on the 
ftrand; fo that this land mult be very large, and feems to go up the river Chama in a 
ftraight line, and then turns with a narrow flip of land to Rio Cobre. But to proceed, 
it is governed by five or fix of the principal men, there being here no King. One of 
thefe is fo potent, that he can, as it is faid, carry the King of Jabi upon his horns. 
This republic, or commonwealth, or rather common plague to mankind (as being an 
affembly of thieves and villains), if it could be unanimous, would be able to raife a 
powerful army to the terror of their neighbours. Anno 1690, they jointly began a 
war againft the Antefe, which continued three or four years, till they had alniofl ruined 
the country and people; who yet will not fubmit to them, but continue to bid them 
defiance. 

They alfo were at war with the three nations on the river Ancober a few years paft ; 
whom they obliged to buy a peace at the price of a large fum of gold. 
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In thefe expeditions they had a Negro for their general, who was of a nature fo vio¬ 
lent for war that he could not live in peace; but as greedy of wars as he was, no en¬ 
gagement fcarcely happened with thofe of Ante and the river, in which he was not 
obliged to his heels for his fafety ; fo that if his companions had been no better foldiers 
than himfelf, he had foon been flopped in his career: and yet the other governors dare 
not difpleafe him, he being the richeft of them all in money and men. 

This Anqua, for fo he is called, is more deteftably bloody and barbarous than any 
Negro I have met with on the whole coaft, nor is his name ever mentioned without 
horror. 

This barbarous monfter having in an engagement taken five of his principal Antefe 
enemies, anno 1691, he wounded them all over; after which, with a more than 
brutal fury, he fatiated, though not tired himfelf, by fucking their blood at their gap¬ 
ing wounds; but bearing a more than ordinary grudge agamft one of them, and not 
contented with the mentioned favage cruelty, he caufed him to be laid bound at his 
feet, and his body to be pierced with hot-irons, gathering the blood that ifliied from him 
in a veflel, one half of which he drank, and offered up the reft unto his god. In 
this manner doth this mercilefs bloody wretch treat his conquered enemies; and no 
wonder, for if opportunity be wanting to exercife his cruelty on them, his own fub- 
jeCts always fupply their place; for his infatiable thirft after blood muft one way or 
other be fatisfied. In the year 1692, when he took the field the fecond time againft 
the Antefe, 1 went to give him a vifit in his camp, near Chama; he received me very 
civilly, and treated me very well, according to the cuftom of the country: but whiltt 
he and I tvere diverting ourfelves together, a frefli opportunity offered itfelf for the ex¬ 
ercife of his brutilh cruelty ; which was only a Negro obferving that one of his wives 
had a new-falhioned coral on, and taking a part of it in his hand to look on, without 
taking it off her neck ; which flie, not thinking any hurt, freely permitted him to do. I 
fhould here inform you by the way, that thefe Negroes allow their wives all honefl 
liberty of converfation, even with their Haves. But Anqua fo refented this innocent 
freedom, that as loon as I was out of the camp, he caul’ed both wife and Have to be 
put to death, drinking their blood, as he ufed to do that of his enemies. For fuch 
another trivial crime, a little before, he had caufed the hands of one of his wives to 
be cut off; after which, in derifion, he ufed to command her to look his head for 
vermin, which being impoflible with her flumps, afforded him no fmall diverfion. I 
might, indeed, have l'pared this account of his fell brutality till I come to treat of the 
nature of the Negroes; but his inhuman barbarity being unparalleled among all 
the Guineans, and being upon the defcription of his country, I thought this place as 
proper; and that the rather, becaufe I am not at prefent furnilhed with other, matter. 
But to return to our defcription. The natives here are very powerful and. rich.; as 
being fuuate in the pafs which the inland-dealers muft come through in order to traffic ; 
by which means they have a very good opportunity of enriching themfelves by trade. 
Befides, they have "feveral gold-mines in their country, one whereof was dilcovered 
about three years pall. The riches of thefe countries confifting in gold, and the great 
numbers of people have fo puft them up, that thofe who deal with them, ought to be 
endowed with a more than ordinary difcretion. 

The foil is very good and fruitful in corn and other productions of the earth;; which: 
it affords in fuch plenty, that, befides what ferves their own neceffities, they always- 
expofe large quantities to fale. Here are competent numbers of cattle both tame and 
wild, and the river abundantly ftores them with fiffi, fo that nothing is indeed here 
wantin' 1 ' that is necellary to human fubliftence*. 
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This, Sir, is all I can inform you of relating to the countries of Jabi and Adorn, with 
which I fhall conclude this letter, and always remain with refpetl, yours, &c. 


LETTER III. — Containing a Defcripiion of the Country of Commany - of our , and the 
Englijh Fort there. — A Relation of the War betwixt our Company and the Kingdom of 
Commany , and its original Caufe. — A Defcripiion of the Cajlle of Elmina ; and , to 
conclude this Letter , of the Town of that Name. 

Sir, 

OUR defcripiion of the Gold Coaft leads us at prefent to the kingdom of Commany, 
which borders upon Adorn and Jabi; but as I am juft beginning according to my 
former method, I feafonably recolleft a letter of yours, wherein you feem iiirprized 
at the war betwixt our Company and thofe of Commany. I find you are mifutformed, 
you defire I Ihould fet you right. This part of your letter I formerly purpofely 
omitted, anfwering, that at that time it was not convenient to reveal fume fecrec in¬ 
trigues ; and I am ftill fo far of the fame mind, that I had much rather you would 
excufe me, than oblige me to difguft fome men whofe good name and reputation I 
ihall always handle very tenderly. But fince you have my word that I will conceal 
nothing from you, I Ihall represent the whole affair, as it appears to me and others 
here upon the fpot, who I think ought to be well acquainted with it; if we have a 
wrong notion of it, a proper time will difcover it. 

Before I begin my intended relation I Ihall inform you, that the country of Com¬ 
many extends itfelf five miles long by the fea-fide, reckoning from the river of Chama 
to the town of Mina; and it is about as broad as long. In the middle of it, on the 
ftrand at little Commany or Ekke-Tokki as the Negroes call it, we have an indifferent 
large fort, built by Mr. Swerts in the year 1688, called Vrendenburgh; and a mufquet- 
Ihot or two from thence the Englifh have a very large fort, of which more hereafter. 
Our fort is a fquare building, ftrengthened with good batteries, on which thirty-two 
guns may be conveniently placed, there being fo many ports in the breaft-work for 
them. It is large enough for fixty men to live in; though at prefent there are not 
near fo many, and but twenty guns; notwithftanding all which it is fufficient, not only 
to defend itfelf againft, but to repulfe a great number of Negroes; as was found by 
experience, anno 1695, when 1 commanded there. Our enemies attacked us by night- 
I had but a very forry gairifon, not full twenty men, half of which were not capable 
of fervice: and yet 1 forced them to retire with lofs, after a fight of five hours. It 
was wonderful, and no fmall fign of divine protedion, that we loft but two men in 
this action; for we had no doors to moft of our gun-holes, and the Negroes poured fmall 
foot on us as thick as hail; infomuch that thofe few doors which were left to fome gun- 
holes were become like a target which had been foot at for a mark, and the very Itaff 
which our fiag was faftened on, though it took up fo little room, did not efcape foot- 
free. You may imagine what cafe we were in, when one of them began to hack our 
very doors with an axe: but this undertaker being killed, the reft Iheered off. The 
general to whom I had reprefented my weak condition, advifed two foips to anchor be¬ 
fore out fort, in order to fupply me with men and ammunition: Peter Hinken, the 
captain ot one of thefe veffels, endeavouring to execute the general’s order, the day 
bcioie I was attacked, lent his boat full of men with orders to come to me : but they 
were no fooner on land than the Negroes fell upon them fo furioully, even under our 
cannon, that they killed feveral of them, which though I faw I could not prevent; 

for 
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for attempting to fire upon the enemy with our cannon, I found them all nailed: of 
which piece of treacherous villainy, according to all appearance, my own gunner was 
the actor, whom I therefore fent in chains to the general (at our chief place of refi- 
dence), who fwore that he would punilh him exemplarily j but inftead of that he 
foon after not only fet him at liberty, but preferred him to a gunner’s place of 
greater importance* 

For this reafon I was forced to be an idle fpeftator of the miferable flaughter of our 
men, not being able to lend them the leaft affiftance j and if the Negroes had at that 
inftant ftormed us, we were in no pofture of refiftance. But they going to eat, gave 
me time to prepare for the entertainment I gave them, as I have before told you. 
Here I cannot help relating a comical accident which happened: going to vifit the 
pofts of our fort, to fee whether every body was at their duty, one of the foldiers 
quitting his pod told me, that the Negroes, well knowing he had but one hat in the 
world, had malicioufly fhot away the crown, which he would revenge if I would give 
him a few grenadoes. I had no fooner ordered him two, than he called out to the 
Negroes from the breaft-work in their own language, telling them he would prefent 
them with fomething to eat; and kindling his grenadoes, immediately threw them 
down amongft them ; they obferving them to burn, crowded about them, and were at 
firll very agreeably diverted; but when they burft, they fo galled them, that they had 
no great ftomach to fuch another meal. 

But now to come to the Commanian war, upon which, fince our whole welfare 
feems to depend, you mull not think me tedious if I am very particular; it being 
impoffible for you to comprehend or form any notion of it without you are thoroughly 
informed of its original fource. Wherefore I lhall look back as far as the government of 

your very good friend- (defiring you not to be difpleafed, if I mention foine dif- 

agreeable particulars; for I affine you that I will not tranfgrefs the leaft tittle beyond 
the naked truth). lie found this place in a flourifhing condition and in peace, though 
not firmly eftabiifhed therein. But long-fighted obfervers could eafily difcern the coals 
of difcord kindling amongft the Commanians, which was ready to burft out into an 

open war upon the leaft occafion, as indeed they had done in Mr.-’s time, if not 

prevented by his fervant, who was brother to the King of Commany. But Mr.- 

being gone, and the mentioned fervant not only excluded out of all negotiations, but 
ill-treated befides ; the Commanians only wanted a pretext of breaking with us to put 
their defigns in execution. The year 1694 afforded them their wifhed opportunity: 
for forae miners being fent to us from Europe, they were ordered to make an eflay at 
a hill fituate in Commany about half a mile above our fort Vrendenburg, that moui*- 
tain feeming to be well placed for their purpofe, and withal promifing to reward their 
pains. 

This hill was at that time dedicated to one of their gods, though there was fcarcely 
ever any talk of any fuch thing before; but this was only a pretence that they made 
ufe of to declare war againft us. The miners began their work, but in a few days, 
apprehending nothing, they were aflaulted, mil'erably abufed, robbed of all they had, 
and thofe who were not nimble enough, kept prifoners for fome time. We imme¬ 
diately complained of this ill-nfage to the King of Commany, who was villainous 
enough to remove the blame from his own door, and fix it upon one John Kabes, a 
Negro, who lived near our fort, and with whom we always traded very confiderably ; 
urging that he had done it in revenge for the ill-treatment he had met with from our 
former governor or chief commander. That this was only a feigned excufe was very 
evident j for the mentioned Negro was fo arrant a coward, that he durft not have 
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ventured on an attempt fo dangerous without the King’s exprefs command. But the 
King was refolved to break with us, and becaufe he could find no better excufe made 
ufe of this, 

Mr.- ■, without any farther enquiry, refolved to go to Cominany in perfon, in order 

to take fatisfaftion of John Kabes for the injury; to which purpofe he took forne of 
the forces of Elmina along with him ; and being come to Commany, he immediately 
detached a party to John Kabes’ village, who came out to meet them, leading a Iheep 
to prefent to Mr.-, and clear himfelf of what he was accufed : but feeing the El¬ 

mina forces fall upon his goods without giving him any warning, and begin to plunder, 
as great a coward as he was he put himfelf into a pollure of defence, and our people 
finding he was refolved to fell his effefts as dear as he could, the fkirmifh began, and 
fome on both fides were very well beaten. 

After this all our affairs run at random. It fhewed the King of Commany our 
private, and John Kabes our profeffed enemy ; who, to revenge the injury done him, 
invited the Englifh into Commany, giving them a dwelling-place about a mile from 
our fort in one of his fak villages ; refolving lo fettle them with the firft opportunity 
in the old ruined fort that they formerly pofl'efled, which foon after fucceeded according 
to his wifh. For the Englifh are fo well fortified there, that it will be impoffible to 
remove them unlefs in time of war: for their fort is as large, and hath four batteries as 
well as ours; befides which, it hath alfo a turret fit to be planted with guns, from which 
they may extremely incommode us, confidering that they have more and larger cannon 
than ours; in fhort, we are there likely to have a nice bone to pick. What injury 
this neighbourhood hath already done our trade, every one knows who is acquainted 

with this coaft; as alfo how eafily it might have been prevented. But Mr.-was 

too fiery to think fedately, or hearken to wife counfels; and contrary to all reafon, he 
defired nothing fo much as war, and the honour he hoped to get thereby, vainly pro- 
mifing himfelf that he fhould fucced as well as Mr. Swerts in 1687, who intirdy conquered 
and fubje&ed the Conmianians, after they had in the war loft their King and feveral of 
the greateft men in their kingdom. The gentleman I am fpeaking of defigned the 
fame, not confidering the difference between the fortune and fuccefs of the one and 
the other : notwithftanding all which I dare aver that he might have fucceeded if he 
had not been deluded by the too great opinion he had conceived of himfelf and his 
followers, and his too contemptible thoughts of his enemies; for he hired an army of 
Jufterians and Cabeflerians for lefs than 5000 1 . llerling, which were twice as ftrong as 
that of Commany, and confequently might have fubdued them. But he was ready 
enough to imagine, that with this force he could eafily conquer not only Commany, 
but all the coaft: and accordingly, very impudently threatened the Fantynefe and 
Saboefe, that after he had corrected the Commanians, he would give them a dif- 
agreeable vifit. Thefe two nations, well knowing how confiderably they were indebted 
to us, which, if they endeavoured to pay otherwife than by their" continual villainies, 
was not owing to their want of will, but power ; they foon embraced this favourable 
opportunity in joining their forces with thofe of Commany ; to fupport which, they 
believed it their unqueftionable intereft; and by this means they became ftronger than 
our auxiliaries. A iufficient proof of this is our firft unfortunate battle in which we 
loft.all our auxiliaries, and the money they coft us. This fight was much more bloody 
1 C t ^f n atives ufually are ; for the greatefl; part of the men wettiHTed were 

killed, and the relt taken prifoners, by which we were reduced to a miierable eflate 
not knowing what meafures^ to take, as having made the moft potent nations of the 
country our enemies. And indeed we fhould never have been able io have made anv 
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frefh attempt, if the enemies themfelves had not feafonably played an opportunity into 
our hands by their inteftine divifions. The King’s brother Teoki-Ankan (the prefent 
Kin g of Commany) came over to our fide, and was in a fhort time ftrengthened by 
the Adomians and other auxiliaries; which occafioned a fecond engagement, fo warm 
on both tides, that the victory was long dubious, till at laft it feemed to incline on our 
fide fo far, that our army fell greedily to plunder; which being obferved by Abe-Tecky 
the Commanian King (who excelled all his contemporary Negroes in valour and con¬ 
duct, and had hitherto kept himfelf out of the fight and laid us this bait), he unex¬ 
pectedly marched towards us with frefh forces, who had their mufquets turned the 
wrong way in order to deceive us; which took fo good effect, that we, taking them for 
our friends, continued our greedy courfe of plunder, till the King came upon us, and 
his men turning their mufquets fired fo brilkly at us, that they diverted us from the 
prey, and obliged every body to fave his life as well as he could: thus leaving the 
Commanians a fecond complete victory, thofe who could efcape, made the belt of 
their way to our fort. 

Thefe were two pernicious lofies, the greatell part of which undoubtedly ought to 

be charged on Mr,-, for, had he been fo prudent as to conceal his refentment 

againfl the Fantyneans and Saboans; and, inftead of irritating them, gained them by 
a bribe, as he afterwards was obliged to do, though in vain, I do not believe they 
would have concerned themfelves for the Commanians j by which means, after he had 
(which was very feafible) extirpated the Commanians, he might with the fame force 
have reduced the Fantyneans and Saboans to reafon. 

Our aflairs continued in this pofture till Mr.-expiring, left the government to his 

fucceffor, Mr.-, who, as new lords generally occafion new laws, finding we loft by the 

war, by advice of thofe whom the Company had entrufted, prudently refolved, if poffible, 
to put an end to the war, and accordingly brought the Commanians to fo good a temper, 
that we foon became friends; they not only obliging themfelves to make good the da¬ 
mage we had fuftained, but becoming as zealoufly engaged in our intereft as the pof¬ 
ture of affairs could encourage us to hope : and it was very much to be wifhed, for the 
advantage of our Company, that the peace could have continued, which would have 
confiderably advanced our trade, and 1'pared the large fums we were obliged to diftmrfe 
in the following war. But the Englifh here envying our happy conclufion of the war, 
and fearing it would not much conduce to their advantage, contrived methods to break 
the peace. The means which they chiefly hit upon, and praCtifed, were to poffefs the 
King, that, confidering his two victories, he ought rather to alk than give fatisfac- 
tion, which they reinforced by inculcating our weak condition and bis ftrength ; urg¬ 
ing, that we were not in a pofture to act oftenfively again, but would be obliged, not 
only to entreat, but to buy a peace of him, which would furnilh him with an oppor¬ 
tunity of forcing his own conditions upon us. 

The King bemg not only a Commanian by birth, and confequently of their tur¬ 
bulent humour, but fufficiently elevated by his paft victories, foon liftened to the Eng¬ 
lifh advice of breaking with us. To which he was encouraged by their affurance, that 
they would make his caufe their own, and accordingly fupply him with all proper ne- 
ceflaries : upon which, he renewed his old courfe, and did as much inifchief as ever. 
This we patiently fuffered for fome time, vainly expecting relief from fair means; but 
the longer we depended on them, they ferved only to augment his outrages, and oblige 
us to have recourfe to forcible means, which were now become abfolutely neceffary to 
preferve our character amongft the reft of the nations of this country j and accordingly 
we began to think of warmer meafures. And, in conjunction with other perfons pro- 
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per to be confulted, it was refolved to bring a confiderabie force into the held, which 
fliould, to make fliort work at once, be able to chaftife the Commanians ; for this end, 
we were of opinion, that as the Fantyneans lived now in amity with us, it would be very 
eafy to gain them to our fide, and, by that means, enable ourfelves to tame the King of 
Commany on occafion. We treated with them accordingly, and at laft:, in confxderation of 
the value of nine hundred pounds fteriing, to be paid to them, they obliged themfelves 
to fight the Commanians till they had utterly extirpated them. We now thought our¬ 
felves very fecure, daily expefting the Fantyneans to take the field ; but here the Eng- 
lifh qualhed our defign, and, in order to keep their word with the King of Commany, 
or at leaft to throw an obftacle in our way, one of their governors went from Cabo- 
cors to Fantyn, and prevailed with that people, for exactly the fame fum as we had 
before given them, to Hand neuter; which being only oppofed by the Braffo, they 
foon difpatched him out of the way, fubftituting immediately another in his room. To 
one who knoweth how common and trivial a crime perjury is amongft the Negroes, it 
will not appear incredible, that they fliould rather Hand ftill for one thoufand eight 
hundred pounds than for nine hundred. Thus our hopeful negotiation ended with the 
irrecoverable lofs of our money. 

The Commanians, for this reafon, growing more arrogant, began to infult us more 
than ever: to remedy which, we agreed with the Adomians to aflift us for lefs than 
five hundred pounds, but they falling out about the divifion of the money, as well as 
the Acaniftians and Cabefterchians (who were alfo by contraft obliged to our aflift- 
ance), agreed only not to ftir one foot from home. Being thus difappointed, we caft 
our laft anchor, and agreed with the Dinkirafchians for the fum of eight hundred 
pounds to take our fide, but were herein fo unhappy, that they, falling into a war with 
their near neighbours, were obliged to negleft our caufe to defend their own country : 
they indeed were yet fo honeft as to return our money, except only a fmall quantity 
which ftuck to the fingers of their meffengers ; we alfo got back the greateft part of 
what we had given to the Adomians, but could not recover the leaft part of what the 
Fantyneans had got of us. Being in this defperate condition, we left no means unattempted 
to redrefs ourfelves, though in vain, for we were cheated on all fides. We thought of 
making an honourable end with the King of Commany, but how to compafs that we 
could not imagine j fearing, as the Englifli promifed, we fliould be obliged to beg a 
peace, which had certainly happened, if at this critical junfture a better and more ho¬ 
nourable way had not offered itfelf. The before-mentioned brother of the King of 
Commany, who, for fome piece of villainy (as it is reported), had, together with his 

wife and children, been fent as flaves to Suriname by Mr.-, but, declared free by 

the Company, were brought hither again. Upon his arrival, we employed him to 
found whether his brother was moft inclined to war or peace, by which means we 
found, that he being tired with the former, would be very willing to accept the latter: 
making ufe of this opportunity to our entire fatisfaftion, we concluded a peace upon 
very honourable and good terms; neither fide defiring more than a fettled and lafting 
peace, as it had undoubtedly been, if an accident as unexpected had not interrupted 
it; for we had but juft begun to relifli the pleafure of our new tranquillity, and learned 
to prefer a profperous eafe before a pernicious war; when the Englifh here being dif- 
gufted at it, or growing jealous that the King would adhere too clofely to us, we being 
ms old friends, and ftiake them off, or for iome other unknown reafon, they murdered 
him, in a manner efteenied barbarous by all Europeans, when he came to divert him- 
feli amongft them, and make merry with them j thus ungratefully rewarding the fe¬ 
ver al years fervice he had done them, 
to 
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This barbarous a&ion occafioned a great alteration on the coaft. The Commanians, 
hitherto fo ftri£Uy allied to the Englilh, became their moll inveterate enemies, refolv- 
ing, at any rate, to revenge their King’s death: Tecki-Ankan, on the contrary, be¬ 
came their greateft friend; and, having a hand in his brother’s murder, he fled from 
us and Iheltered himfelf amongft the Englilh, and agreed with them to fall upon the 
Commanians with the firft opportunity: they invited us to join with them, but that 
was refufed, we not being obliged to enter into a war on their account, and having too 
long found how fatal a war is to our commerce. They, however, went on with their 
defign, hiring the Negroes of Saboe-Acany and Cabes-Terra, with which auxiliaries 
Tecki-Ankan came into the field, and engaged the Commanians with filch ill fuccefs, 
that, notwithftanding the number of his men was quadruple to theirs, yet he was to¬ 
tally routed. The Commanians owed this fignal victory to their general, Amo-Tecki, 
a Negro, who in valour equalled, if not exceeded, their murdered King. 

Notwithftanding we had been hitherto perfectly neuter, the Negro general fent a 
civil meffage to our governor, together with feveral of the Ikulls of his vanquiflied 
enemies, in token that he had refolved to live and die in the fervice of the HoJlariu'Srs ; 
his meffenger was civilly received, and after thanks and prefents to the general, dif- 
miffed. Were I obliged to determine concerning this a&ion, I mull own that we had 
then the faireft opportunity in the world to obftruft the Englilh, and refent their former 
injuries, if we had quitted Tecki-Ankan as he deferted us, and joined with the Com- 
manians againft them. But here was a Remora in the way: for one of the greateft 
villains of this country being then broker to the Campany here, had fo gained the ear 

of Mr.-our governor, that he looked upon all other advice as pernicious. This 

favourite, whether encouraged thereto by intereft, or prompted by an inveterate hatred, is 
uncertain, was continually buzzing ftories in the governor’s ears, in order to irritate him 
againft the Commanians. They, in the mean-time, difcerning his carriage, where it 
was likely to end, were not afraid to offer us fome injuries ; by which means Akim (fo 
the broker was called) gained his end ; fo he had now fome arguments to offer for be¬ 
ginning a war againft them, and fucceeded fo well with Mr. —— , that, without con- 
fulting or imparting it to the council, he refolved upon an action equally perfidious and 
deteftable; which was to attack the Fetuans, a people fubjeft to the Commanians, 
contrary to the common faith of nations, when they came under our protection to 
market with their goods: accordingly this was barbaroufly put in execution, and they 
robbed of all they brought, fome ot them killed, and eighty made prifoners. Pray, 
Sir, be pleafed to judge impartially; Was not the law of nations herein violated in the 
higheft degree ? I cannot ',help believing it was ; and that His Excellency cannot an- 
fwer his afting in this manner, without the advice or knowledge of the council. Had 
they indeed confented to this bafe action, he might, as a pretext, have atledged, that 
thefe of Fetu were juftly punilhed, becaufe they murdered fome women of Elniina as 
they were palling by them ; though it is very improbable, becaufe the Fetuans pro- 
tefted themfelves innocent of this faft, and kept up a good correfpondence with us; 
nor is it to be imagined they dutft fo far injure us, or offer luch a piece of villainy, or 
that, after that, they ftiould fearlefs and defencelefs come to our market to vend their 
commodities, is what can never be believed by unprejudiced perfons. But feveral 
boldly affirmed, that the above-mentioned murder of the women was committed by the 
contrivance and command of Akim himfelf and Tecky-Ankan; defignedly to lay it to 
the charge of the Commanians, in order to ferve as a fpecious pretext to juftify our 
breaking and interrupting all commerce with them. Whether this be true or falfe 
Heaven only can determine; but it is certain, that the gentlemen of the council, 
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though they refehted it as an abominable action, were not willing to difcover their fen- 
timents when paft, becaufe the blame muft neceffarily fall upon Akim, whom they knew 
to be villain enough to revenge himfelf at the expence of their lives: for which reafou 
they palled over it in filence. 

By thefe unwarrantable practices our trade at Elraina was immediately Hilled, and 
the Commanians and Fetuans were become our profeffed enemies; which fo animated 
the Englilh, that inllead of making peace with the Saboans, the ftrongelt of the two 
they ftrengthened themfelves to the utmoft, and once more engaged the Commanians 
who with their fmall force behaved themfelves fo well, that they had certainly got the 
day if their general had not been obliged to retire out of the army by a wound he re¬ 
ceived ; which fo confounded them,that after they had began to put their enemies to flight, 
upon milling their commander, they betook themfelves to their heels in the utmoft dif- 
order, leaving Tecki-Ankan and his followers an entire victory; their general and feve- 
ral of the moll confiderable amongft them being killed and taken prifoners. By this 
fuccefs Tecki-Ankan became King of Commany, and we, as well as the Englift, had a 
lhare of advantage by it; though we might, if other meafures had been taken, have 
done ourfelves much more confiderable fervices; but, not to lay down uncertainties for 
undeniable truths, all men, whilft they are men, are liable to frailties, and the managers 
of this affair had their frailties as well as others. Thus I have faid enough of the Com- 
manian war, and its true fource, by which you may be the better enabled to fpeak of 
it on occafion, and though 1 have left blanks for the names of our governors, you 
cannot be ignorant who is there intended; I have alfo handled the whole as tenderly as 
was poffible without prejudice to truth ; and, what is faid to the difadvantage of Mr. ' 
ought rather to be aferibed to his miftaken opinion of his favourite Akim, than to any 
ill intention; but if you alk how he became fo fond of him, it is reported, that before 
he was preferred to the government, this wretch ferved him with a fidelity uncommon 
amongft the Negroes, which tinftured him with foch a fettled good opinion of him 
that he never could believe any thing againll him. However it was, it is certain, that 
his fond affeCtion to this villain was by him abufed only to enrich himfelf, and render 
his matter's government odious to all people; and thus he is liable to be injured who 
repofeth too much confidence in any one man, and defpileth the good intentions of 
others to ferve him. 

I ftiall fubmit this relation to your impartial judgment, and return to the end 
Commany. Three little miles below our fort Vredenburg, at the village or town 
Mina,, is fituate the caftle of St. George d’Eimina, fo famous throughout the world • u 
takes its name from the town, but why the Portuguefe, who were its baptizers gave it 
this name, I cannot determine, for no gold mines are found for feveral miles about it * 
but if I may guefs, I am apt to think it was becaufe here they found a great affluence 
of gold from all parts; which feeming juft as if it came immediately from the mines 
might probably induce them to give it this name, which it hath ever fince kept I can’ 
not pretend to inform you exaftly when they began to build the caftle, but can only 
tell you, that we took it from them in 1638, and it is indeed juftly become famous ; 
for to fpeak but the bare truth of it, for beauty and ftrength it hath not its equal upon 
the whole coaft. It is built We, with very high walls, four good batteries within, 
and another on the outwork of the caftle; on the fide towards the land it is adorned 
with two canals, cut in the rock on which it ftands, which are always furnifhed with 
ram or.frefh water, fufficient for the ufe of our garrifcn and fhips: befides which, we 
have within the caftle thiee very fine cifterns, holding feveral hundred tuns, to preferve 
1 am-water, fo that we are in no great danger of wanting that neceflary element. Upon 
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the eaftle are placed-heavy brafs-guns; befides, the lower battery is filled with 

iron pieces, which are daily fired by way of falutation to fhips, and on luch like occa- 
fiions. There is room for a garrifon of above two hundred men in this eaftle, as well 
as for feveral officers befides, all which may be fo conveniently lodged, that they would 
have no reafon to complain. 

Under, or before this eaftle, is the town of Mina, called by the natives Oddena; it 
is very long and indifferently broad; the houfes are built with rock-ftone, in which it 
differs from ail other places, they being ufually only compofed of clay and wood. 
About fifteen or fixteen years paft it was very populous, and eight times as ftrong as at 
prefent, the inhabitants being then very terrible to all the Negroes on the coaft, and 
fuch as could, under a good general, fucceed in great undertakings; but about fifteen 
years paft, the fmall-pox fwept away fo many, and fince, by the Conlmanian wars, to¬ 
gether with the tyrannical government of feme of their generals, they have been fo 
miferably depopulated and impoveriflied, that it is hardly to be believed how weak it is 
at prefent, it not being able to furnifh out fifty armed men without the help of the fervants 
of the Europeans; and there is no place upon the whole Gold Coaft without feme of the 
Negroes of Elmina, lor fome of them, who were friends to the Commanians, fled to 
them, but molt of them from the tyranny of their governors, and our above-mentioned 
Akim, who only kept them as Iheep for flaughter. When I firft came upon the coaft, 
I have frequently told five or fix hundred canoes which went a fifhing every morning; 
whereas now fcarcely one hundred appear, and all the people fo poor, that their tnilerable 
cafe is very deplorable, efpecially if we refleCt upon their former condition: fo that 
indeed, it is highly necefiary that a governor Ihould quickly be fet over them; who, 
by mild ufage, would foon recall the deferters, efpecially if he were fo prudent as to 
banilh, or at leaft cramp Akim, fo that he Ihould not be able to go far inland, where 
he hath, at our coft, made himfelf fo many friends, that he would certainly do more 
mifehief. This is what I ara of opinion would fucceed well if put in praftice, and j 
heartily wifli it for the good of our company, and all the poor people of the village ; in 
which hope and expectation I conclude, &c. 


LETTER IV. — Containing a Defcription of Fciu, and our Fort, together with the chief 
Place of Refidence of the Englijh, and another Fort there ftuated.—A Defcription of 
Saboe, and Fort Naffaw there; of Fantyn and the Places poffejfed by us, and the Englijh. 
The great Power and perverfe Nature of the Fantynean Negroes, by which we, as well 
as the Englijh, fuffer very much. 


Sir, 

I WROTE to you-my laft, which, though it met with a tedious pafiage, I hope 

did not prove difagreeable when it reached your hands, and fince I lent that, I am 
honoured with yours of the 2.4th, brought to the coaft by a Zealand interloper. I can¬ 
not help obferving, that, pulhed on by a very inquifitive genius, you not only make ufe 
of all opportunities of writing to me, continually urging me to purfue my defcription of 
the coaft; but are always putting me in mind ol aniwering by the fame fliip. But my 
very good friend, do not you know that I am forbidden the receiving of any letters 
from, or delivery of any to fuch Ihips. 1 dare fay you think there is no difference what 
fhip brings the letter, if it be right delivered j well, to tell you the truth, I do not think 
the difference very great, and provided our company be not injured, I cannot fee any 
crime in it; wherefore you may be allured that I lhall flip no opportunity, and if you 
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pleafe to continue the fame care, the opportunities here, and in Europe, are fo frequent, 
that we may be enabled, by the continual interchange of letters, to be always informed 
of each other’s welfare. 

From my former three, which in all probability you have received before now, you 
found that I am free enough, and confequently need not be alked twice: but to gratify 
your defire as effectually as I can, I fhall begin where I broke off my laft, at the caftle 
of Elmina, and fo continue my defcription. 

Below, or next our caftle, and by the village Mina, runs a fmall river inwards to¬ 
wards the country, for about half a mile, the water of which, according to Monfieur 
Focquenbrog, is ten times falter than the falteft brine or pickle: though I have, in the 
months of May and June, found it as frefh as rain-water: perhaps becaufe in thefe 
months the rains are fo great, and the waters fall off the circumjacent hills into t his 
river, as fwiftly as a tide from the fea, fo that this place is very convenient for water¬ 
mills, the ftream fo running, that it would eafily turn a mill. But what Mr, Focquen¬ 
brog affirms of the faltnefs of this river, mull be underftood in very dry feafons: for 
the foil hereabouts being very nitrous, and the river very {hallow, it is probable enough 
that the fea-water in this river may be fooner congealed into fait by the fun, than in 
the main fea, which the inhabitants have alfo obferved: for they boil this water into 
fait, by which they gain confiderably. This river feparates the country of Commany 
from that of Fetu. Near this, and in Fetu, is fituate upon a high hill, called St. Jago, 
our fortrefs of Conraadsburg, which is a beautiful quadrangular fort, ftrengthened, as 
moft of ours are, with four good batteries, befides four leffer, which it hath in the out- 
wall that encompaffes it. In fhort, here is cannon enojjgh, and the fort is fo ftrong, 
that if it were well ftored with provifions, and well garrifoned, it would do very good 
fervice: it has an indifferent high tower in the middle, which only adorns the building, 
but from the top affords a moft beautiful profpedl of the circumjacent land and ocean, 
as well as ufefully ferves to difcover {hips feven or eight miles diftant at fea. 

Before any fort was built upon St. Jago, that hill was of great fervice; it was from 
thence we chiefly obliged the caftle of St. George to furrender, for our cannon planted 
there perfectly commanded the caftle; wherefore we ought to be nearly concerned for 
the defence and prefervation of this fort and hill; for thefe once loft, the caftle of 
St. George could not hold out long, and accordingly therefore as much care is always 
taken of this as the caftle itfelf, there being always an enfign left there with a good 
garrifon under his command. St. Jago being in Fetu, I fhall here acquaint you that 
that land is forty miles long, and about as broad: it begins, as I have told you above, 
with the hill St. Jago, or the Salt River, and ends below the Danifti Mount, palling 
by Cabocors. This country was formerly fo powerful and populous that it {truck 
terror into all its neighbour-nations, efpecially that of Commany, which it fubjedeJ to 
its government. But it is at prefent fo drained by continual wars, that it is entirely 
ruined, _ and altnoft owns the Commanians its mafters, the King of Fetu nor his nobles 
not daring to ftir without the permiffion of the King of Commany; the greateft caufe 
of which is, that in the Commanian wars Fetu was divided, part of it adhering to the 
Commanians, and part to our fide, and fome of each being killed they fuft'ered a double 
lofs, and were very much diminiihed in the laft battle, fo that you may very well con- 
jefture they cannot be very numerous ; nor indeed are there enough to give this fine 
country its proper tillage, though it is lb fruitful and pleafe nt that it may be compared 
to Ante. _ Frequently upon walking through it before the laft war, 1 have feen it 
abound with fine well-built and populous towns, fo agreeably enriched with vaft quan¬ 
tities of corn and cattle, palm-wine and oil, that it was not a little pleafant to obferve; 

but 
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but what was moll charming was, that it was fo covered with fmooth ftraight paths, 
and trees ftanding fo thick together, from Elmina to Sim be (a village about a mile and 
a half up the Fetuan country), that I have been fheltered both from fun and rain. 
The beautiful lofty trees on the hills, and frefh rivers in this country, do not a little 
adorn it. In Ihort, this land very well deferves its fituation fo near our chief place of 
refidence. 

The inhabitants all apply themfelves without any diftin&ion to agriculture; fame fow 
corn, others prefs oil and draw wine from the palm-tree, with both which it is plenti¬ 
fully ftored. About three miles on foot, or two long ones by fea from this place, at 
the town of Ooegwa, or according to others, Cabacors, which is a cape bearing out 
at Tea, is the Englilh chief fort, which next to that of St. George d’Elmina is the largeft 
and moil beautiful on the whole coall; within, it is well furnifhed with fine and well- 
built dwelling-places j before it they have alfo built a high turret to feeure the fives of 
the people of the town, in cafe of an invafion of hoftile Negroes. The fort is ftrength- 
ened with four very large batteries, befides a fifth, on which are planted thirteen pieces 
of heavy cannon, and thefe being pointed at the water-pafiage, can eafily prevent any 
fliips of their enemies’ anchoring in that road ; befides which, a great rock lies juft 
before the fort, fo that it is impoffibte to Ihoot at it from the fea. 

The worft of all is, that here is generally but a very weak garrifon; one part of 
which (I mean the foldiers) confifts of fuch miferable poor wretches, that the very 
fight of them excites pity. They look as awkward and as wrifled as an old company of 
Spaniards; the reafon of which is, partly, that they greedily entertain thofe who quit 
or defert our fervice ; which they will never deliver over to us out of a miftaken mercy, 
thereby freeing them from their deferved puniftiment. And though by firm promifes 
and mutual agreement, we have frequently and interchangeably obliged ourfelves not 
to countenance or entertain any defeners from each other, but on the contrary to fend 
them home in irons, yet they have once more broken the articles ; and notwithstand¬ 
ing that thofe who run away from us are chiefly fottilh wretches, yet they are very 
welcome to them; the Englilh never being better pleafed than when the foldier fpends 
his money in drink, efpecially in punch; a liquor made of brandy, water, lime-juice 
and fiigar, which make altogether an unwholefome mixture. Some of the agents 
make a confiderable advantage of felling this liquor by their emifiaries under-hand { 
for the foldier pays double its value, and thofe who fpend but a little money that way, 
are fure to be very well beaten, they taking no care whether the foldier at pay-day faves 
gold enough to buy vi&uals, for it is fufficient if he have but fpent it in punch; by 
which exceflive tipling and forry feeding, moil of the garrifon look as if they were 
hag-ridden. This is a fault which fome greedy agents will not corredt, becaufe they 
would lofe too much by an alteration. 

It is very well known that you are a learned phyfician, but I cannot tell whether 
you are of Mr. Bontekoe’s opinion, who ventures to fay that moll men Ihorten then- 
days by an irregular way of living, but this muft be candidly interpreted: however, 
you under ftanding this belt, I fhall leave it to you to determine ; but if our mentioned 
author means fuch irregular lives as the Englilh live here, I Ihould make no difficulty 
to declare for his doftrine. It is incredible how many are confumed by this damnable 
liquor (pardon the expreffion), which is not only confined to the foldiery, but fome of 
the principal people are fo bigotted to it, that I really believe for all the time I was 
upon the coaft, that at leaft one of their agents, and factors innumerable, died yearly. 
So that if the ftate of health in Guinea be computed by the number of Englilh which 
die here, certainly this country mull have a much more unhealthful name in England, 

than 
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than with us ; and to tell an Englifliman that their illnefs proceeds from their debauches 
in this liquor, would fignify jufi as much as to inform them that the exceffive eating of 
flelh (of which they are fuch great lovers) is very prejudicial to human bodies. But 
enough of this. 

Under the Englilh fort is the before-mentioned town, which was formerly well peo¬ 
pled ; but this, as well as all the others, has fuffered very much in the Camraanian 
war; befides that the multiplicity of Englilh interlopers hath continually ftript it of its 
inhabitants ; for when they come hither, they always take fome of them with them to 
Fida, to affift them in buying of Haves; after which, they liking the place, live there, 
and feldoni remember to come home again, fo that at prelent the village is half wafted, 
and the houfes are in a ruinated condition. 

Behind this town the Englilh have a large tower, upon which are planted fix pieces 
of cannon, and garrifoned 1 believe with about as many men. This doth, or Ihould 
ferve, as they fay, to keep the Negroes of the town in awe, as well as defend them 
from all other Negroes their enemies, that come from the in-land country ; but in my 
opinion, it is a perfeft unneceffary charge, their caftle being fo high that it will eafily 
perform that office alone. 

Under the Englilh fort is a houfe, not unlike a fmall fort, with a flag on it and fome 
cannon; this is inhabited by an Englilh Mulatto, by name Edward Baiter, who hath 
a greater power on the coalt than all the three Englilh agents together (in whom the 
chief command of the coaft is veiled jointly); who, by reafon of their Ihort flay here, 
are fo little acquainted with the affairs of this coaft, that they fuffer theinfelves to be 
guided by him, who very well knows how to "make his advantage of them : he is 
become fo confiderable that he can raife a large number of armed men, fome whereof 
are his own Haves, and the reft freemen that adhere to him ; fo that his intereft is at 
prefent fo great that he is very much refpe£led, honoured and ferved by the principal 
people about him; and whqever defigns to trade with the Englilh, muft Hand well 
with him before he can fucceed. This Mulatto pretends to be a Chriftian, and by his 
knowledge of that religion, which he hath acquired by the advantage he hath of reading 
and writing, might very well pafs for one; but his courfe of life is utterly contra¬ 
dictory, for though he is lawfully married in England, he hath above eight wives and 
as many miftreffes. But this the Englifii muft not take for diffioneft or irreligious, 
fince moll of their chief officers or governors follow the Mulatto’s example pretty 
clofely, for I believe that two of the prefent agents have about fix. 

Upon the Danifli Mount (fo called becanfe the Danes poffeffed it before the Englilh), 
is another Englilh fort, of which they boaft as much as we do of ours of St. Jago, but 
without the lead reafon, for it lay four years more like a defolate country cottage than 
a fortrefs, its Ihattered walls being mended with clay, and its houfe within covered 
with reeds, as thofe of the Negroes; and if I were an utter ftranger to the flovenlinefs 
of the Englifli, I Ihould admire why they are fo carelefs of a place of fo great an im¬ 
portance; for if an enemy becomes mailer of this hill, and plants but fix pieces of 
cannon there, he is confequently mailer of Cabacors alfo, it lying fo far at his mercy 
that he may from hence level it with the ground'; and yet it continued in this ridiculous 
condition all the lall war, and might eafily have been taken by twelve men; and 
really we cannot help wondering here to fee the Englifli regard nothing fo much as 
enriching themfelves at the expence of their mailers. 

But at laft, it feems, fome well-meaning officer has informed the gentlemen of the 
African Company in England, of the wretched ftate of this fortrefs; for in the year 
1699 exprefs orders came to repair and put it in a pofture of defence; and ever fince 

they 


BOSMAN’s guikea. 3® 1 

they have been rebuilding of it, having entirely pulled down the old one. The agents 
r.bliP'pd me with a fight of the model, purfuant to which that already fimfiied is built, 
as the whole is intended; and by this I perceive they do not defign to take up a large 
compafs of ground ; but when finilhed it will be fo ftrong that no fort on the coaft will 
be comparable to it. The form of it, and the natural ftrength of the hill, which they 
intend to cut deep, fo that but one accefs to it fliall be left, will render it fo ftrong, 
hat if well ftored with provifions, and well garrifoned, it cannot be taken without great 
S.„ltY ; which will be yet augmented if we confider that the enemies, being unac- 
cuftomed to the air, and apprehenfive of the natives, can hardly befiege it: they who 
would have it muft take it by furprize, for I dare engage when it is fimlhed the Enghffi 
may fafely depend on it: but the building advances fo flowly, that heaven knows when 
S 2 will be. But to leave theEnglifli to ftiift for themfelves, and to come to our defcnp- 
dnn of Saboe which begins at the bottom of this hill, and ends about half a mile below 
Mourfee being in its whole extent along the Ihore hardly two miles long, and about 
Se as broad! From the Danifh Mount it is about a little half mile to Congo where 
we formerly had a fine done houfe, divided and fituated upon two hillocks where our 
Sr was planted, of which there is only a fmall remainder left, fuffiaent to prove our 
propriety; and ndeed we cannot expecft any other advantage by building m this place 
thS to keep out other Europeans ; for if any of them Ihould iettie here, they might 

Saboe is about equal in power with Commany, and ik inhabitants exaflly as great 
being obliged !o blame theit King, next the Enghlh for the nnfcarmge of 
ourdefign^gainll Commany. For this ignominious wretch, under pretence of being 
moderator betwixt the Coinmanians and ns, abided us feveral times by dilatory and 
fraudulent means, which, though tee plainly faw, yet we were afraid to refent toft, 
i^ltod rf a fei^d friend, we Ihould make him our profefled enemy; and for tbs 
W e r °e obliged, not only to pafs by his mean-fpinted frauds unobferved, but 

fomeuincs aUij^o make ^ ; n t abidance, com, jamines, potatoes, and 

other fruits of the earth i with which, and palm-oil, about an hundred Canoas ate 

^t b £^ufil^“^tods our for. Nadaw b„U. by on, 

r 1„« Thirh w s out chief place of refidence when the Portuguefe had Elmina ; and 

S’if HrinT^Tnot in being, we needed not to be alhamed to own .to for our 

Srf fort! It is almoft fquate, die from being fomewhat the broadeft ; it is proved 

2 ?batteries and eighteen pieces of cannon; the walls are higher than thofe of 
with four battenesanaug ^ whofe coaft . the curtain takes in the two lea-bat- 

any fort, except Elm. , F ^ that we ra ; g h t eafily make foch a battery as 

renes, an 's o p . ^ut its greateft ornaments and conveniences are the four 

the Engliui have at ^bocors. out g fort next Elmina, which is our 

N The'village Mouree, lying under it, is not fo large as Elmina, but more populous; 
thp rreiteft part of its inhabitants are fifhermen, who go out every morning W or 
the gre, P j upon t heiv return, are obliged to pay the fifth lifh as a 

SSK 2 TK governs this town. This fort of toll we yet referve at three 
toll to our tacto , b ch and Elmina, by reafon we have conquered thefe 

Mouree. Nether Entopesns luxe thwp, 
VOire X^. ^ A 
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cullar prerogative, nor do any of them exercife fuch a fovereign authority over their 
Negro fubje&s as we; which is indeed chiefly their own fault, and, by their means, 
we have alfo loft fome of our former power. 

Before I leave Saboe, I mull; inform you, that its natives have been longefl: known 
to our Company, whofe directors have feen two of their ambaffadors at Amfterdam, 
though fo long ago, that I know nothing of their reception or their errand to Holland; 
of both which the prefent King is as ignorant as niyfelf. 

I defigned to have ended this letter with the Saboan county, but having time enough 
on my hands to defcribe the Fantynean land, I Ihall take this opportunity to do it. 
This country borders on the weft of Saboe, the Iron Mount, half a mile below Mouree, 
being its extremity: this hill is about a quarter of a mile long, and hath on its higheft 
part a charming walk fo thickly {haded with trees, that the light is obfcured at noon¬ 
day. From the foot of this hill Fanryn extends itfelf about nine or ten miles along the 
fea-fide, being alfo fome miles broad. 

The Englifh have a fort in this country, befides three lodges, as we have a fort here 
alfo. The firft Englifh flag which offers itfelf to our view in our defcent, is at Inge- 
nifian, where the entire garrifon conlifts of one whole Englifh-mc«, who lies here : Is it 
poflible for him to preferve the honour of the flag P 

Half a mile below this, at Annamabo, the Englifh have a fmall, but very neat, com¬ 
pact fort; near which, the road is always full of Englifh fhips. This place would 
afford a confiderable gold and flave-trade, if the Englifh interlopers did not carry it 
very near all, and the Zeland interlopers are fure to make ufe of what opportunity the 
others leave. 

The Englifh here are fo horribly plagued by the Fantynean Negroes, that they are 
fometimes even confined to their fort, not being permitted to ftir out. And if the 
Negroes diflike the governor of the fort, they ufually fend him in a Canoa in contempt 
to Cabocors; nor are the Englifh able to oppofe or prevent it, but are obliged to make 
their peace by a prefent. The town Annamabo may very well pafs for the ftrongeft on 
the whole coaft, affording as many armed men as the whole kingdom of Saboe or 
Commany; and yet in proportion but a fifth part of Fantyn. 

If the Fantyneans were not in perpetual civil divifions, the circumjacent countries 
would foon find their power by the irruptions into their territories. Befides that this 
land is fo populous, it is very rich in gold, flaves, and all forts of neceffaries of life ; 
but more efpecially com, which they fell in large quantities to the Englifh fhips. This 
great opulency has rendered them fo arrogant and haughty, that an European who 
would traffic with them 'is obliged to ftand bare to them. 

Here is no king, the government being in the hands of a chief commander, whom 
they call their Braffo, a word importing leader. He is a fort of chief governor, and 
has the greateft power of any in the whole land, but is fomewhat clofely reftrained by 
the old men, who are a fort of national counfellors, not unlike fome European parlia¬ 
ment, afting perfectly according to their inclinations, without confuting the Braffo ; 
befides thefe, every part of Fantyn hath alfo its particular chief, who will fometimes 
fcarce own himfelf fubjeft to the Braffo, who hath the ineffe&ual name of fupreme 
power. 

The inland inhabitants, befides trading, are employed in tillage and drawing of palm- 
wine: of which they have a fort here called Quaker (which fignifies the fame as in 
Englifh), from its extraordinary exhilarating qualities, which are experienced by thofe 
who take large draughts of it j it is fold at double the price of the common fort, and 
fo greedily bought up, that there is feldom enough for the demand. 
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The Negroes of Fantyn drive a very great trade with all forts of interlopers, and 
that freely and boldly in the fight of both nations; I mean the Englifh and Dutch, 
neither of them daring to hinder it: for if they Ihould attempt it, it would ruin them 
there, we not having the leaft power over this nation. There are, I believe, four 
thoufand filhermen in this country. 

But to proceed on our journey ; about half a mile farther, we come to Adja, a vil¬ 
lage, where, as well as formerly at Annamabo, we had a fort, till by treachery we 
were forced out of it by the Englilh, who being jointly engarrifoned with our men, 
treated them in a barbarous and cruel manner. The Englilh have planted their flag 
upon a Negro’s houfe here, and their Company hath one faflor here to buy millet of 
the Eantyneans for their flave-lhips; but he finding 'greater profit in trading with the 
interlopers, can fpare his mailer’s fhips but a finall fhare. 

A little lower, juft at the village, juftly called Little Cormantyn, Hand sour fortrefs 
Amfterdam, the chief refidence of the Englilh, till they were driven from thence by 
Admiral De Ruyter, anno 1665. This fort being fufficiently large, is ftrengthened 
by three finall and a fine large battery, containing twenty pieces of cannon. The go¬ 
vernor fet over this fort is a chief faflor, as that of Mouree. A moderate charge 
would very much improve this fortrefs; but the commerce of the place not being fuf- 
ficient to bear the expence, it is better to let it alone. This village is fo finall and wretch¬ 
edly poor, it is not worth our thoughts. But Great Cormantyn, a town which lies a 
cannon-fhot below our fort upon a high hill, is fo large and populous, that it very well 
deferves the name of great: all the inhabitants, befides mercantile traders, are filher- 
men, amounting to the number of feven or eight hundred, and fometimes one thou¬ 
fand. From this place the country of Fantyn reaches feven or eight miles on the lhore, 
being all the way replenished with finall villages, very pleafant to obferve in palling by 
in a Canoa. 

At the end of Fantyn, the Englilh, two years pall, planted another flag, and began 
to build a fort; whether their expectations were not fatisfied, or they could not agree 
with the Negroes, is uncertain, but at prefent they are endeavouring to remove all 
the materials from thence, which the Negro commander-in-chief hath hitherto hin¬ 
dered ; and how it will end, time mull dilcover. 

From what I have faid, you may be informed what places the Englilh and we poflefs 
in Fantyn, both of us having an equal power, that is, none at all. For when thefe 
people are inclined to it, they Ihut up all the paffes fo ctofe that not one merchant can 
poflibly come from the in-land country to trade with us, and fometimes, not content 
with this, they prevent the bringing provifions to us, till we have made peace with 
them. They have a hank upon us, we having formerly contracted to give them a 
good fum of ready money, befides 300 guilders for every one of the Company’s Ihips 
which for the future Ihould bring any goods hither, in confideration of their aid in the 
taking Fort Amfterdam, and other auxiliary affiftance : but in this contra# it was par¬ 
ticularly ftipulated, that flave-lhips Ihould be excepted from paying any thing; notwith- 
flanding which they are now become fo unreafonable, that they will make no difference 
between flave-lhips and others, obliging us equally to pay for all; and all our reraon- 
ftrances that it is contrary to the treaty are wholly ineffeaual, for if we will live at quiet, 
we are always obliged to humour them. They alfo extort a good fum from the Eng¬ 
lilh yearly; in fliort, they treat us both alike. But having faid enough for this time, 
I defire you to accept the repeated affurances of my fervice, &c. 
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LETTER V. — Defcr'ibing the Country of Acron, and our Fort there ; Agonna, and the 
Englifh Fort there ; and lajily , the great Kingdom of Aquamboe, and the Eng/ijh , 
Danifh, and Dutch Forts in it; together with feme remarkable Events in that Country . 

Sis, 

MY lalfc of the 27th-concluded with Fantyn. 1 he yet undefcribed remainder 

of the Gold Coaft contains the three following kingdoms, viz. Acron, Agonna, and 
Aquamboe. The firft whereof borders on the Fantynean country and in the middle 
of if, at the village Apam, in the year 1697, we began to build a fmall fort, or rather 
houfe, now fortified with two batteries : to this we have given the name of Fort Leyd- 
faamheyd, i. e. Patience, becaufe we met with fufficient opportunity of exercifmg that 
virtue in building it, by the frequent oppofitions of the Negroes. Our chief faftor 
there, by the deadnefs of trade, and the depraved nature of the inhabitants, is fo per¬ 
plexed, that he hath enough to do to keep his temper. I never was fo deceived in my 
expectation as by thefe Natives ; they appeared fo well at firft, that by my advice the 
building of this fort was very much expedited, but l foon enough repented of it. Upon 
the two batteries are eight pieces of cannon, but its greateft ftrength and ornament is 
derived from a fine turret before it. 

The village which lies under it is very little, and formerly, as well as now, only in¬ 
habited by fifhermen. But this place, as well as all Acron, is very conveniently 
lituated for trade ; and if the natives were more tradable, might in few years become 
a populous town. Acron, as I told you, is a kingdom; but its King under the pro¬ 
tection of his principal fubjeds, efpecially his nephew and general: this is a moll 
pernicious villain, whofe favage humour occafioned all the differences we have had, 
and the oppofition we have met with here. I have feveral times difcourfed with him, 
and though I could not dilcover any capacity in him that be was a man of the leaft 
judgment, yet the whole council turns upon and centers in him. The reft of the 
chiefs are all very good men, and are not for pufhing on war. The King, who is 
about feventy years of age, is an extraordinary good-natured man, with whom I have 
often been very merry : he is thought to be the rieheft prince in ready-money on the 
whole coaft (except the King of Aquamboe), and yet I have obferved him fo meanly 
robed, that all he had about him was not worth half a crown. 

The people of Acron feklom or never enter into war ■, for having chofen the 
Fantyneans for their protedors, none dare injure or attack them; by which they have 
a very good opportunity of tilling their land in quiet; and they accordingly hufband 
their time and ground fo well, that every year produceth a plentiful harveft, a great 
part of which crop they difpofe of to other countries. Harts, hares, partridges, phea- 
fants, and other wild-fowl and quadrupeds are here in great abundance, and very good. 
About three or four months paft, three or four friends and myfelf had the diverfion of 
taking a hare in a manner not very common. Behind our fort, which is built on a 
hill, is a vale about a mile fquare, where there were abundance of hay-cocks; here, 
about twilight we met a young hare, that, being purfued by my dog, took refuge in a 
hay-cock ; in which, though we made a diligent learch, we could not find him, till at 
lait burning the hay-cock, to our mighty furprize, we found the hare fitting under the 
allies of the hay unhurt, and carried her alive with us to Elmina. From this accident, 
and the vaft quantities of hares, I queftion not but a good pack of exquifite hunters 
would have very good fport here. 
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Acron is divided into Little and Great Acron. Little Acron is that which we have 
defcribed: Great Acron is further in-land, and its government is a fort of republic, if 
not anarchy; and though thefe are two countries, and have no dependance on each 
other, yet they live in perfect amity. 

A little below our fort a fait river takes its courfe in-land about a mile, which abounds 
both in fifli and fowl, and is confequently very pleafant. 

About a mile further eaftward, in the country of Agonna, is a very high hill, called 
Monte de Diable, or Devil’s Mount; to whom it is often prefented by the feamen, be- 
caufe being very high, they often fee it at a diltance, long before they can reach it, 
when the wind is contrary. This hill is reported to be enriched with vail quantities of 
gold ; of which it is alfo affirmed, that the Agonnafian Negroes, after violent fhowers, 
gathered it to a conliderable value, the rain having waflied it off with the fand. This 
year one Mr. Baggs died at Cabocors, who was agent for the Englifh, and entvuffed 
with a more ample commiffion than any of his predeceffors, or the three together who 
ufed to govern, had been charged with for feveral years. This ex ten five commiffion, 
if we may believe the Englifh, was given him by the directors of the African Company, 
becaufe he had informed them of, and promifed to dig gold, or gold ore, out of this 
hill, and fend it over to them. To this purpofe he brought all manner of neceffary 
inftruments along with him. But I am certain if he had purfued his defign effectually, 
the Agonnafians would have treated him and his men as ill as the Commanians did us; 
which, 1 believe, his fucceffors will wifely confider. 

Agonna begins with or about this hill, and is at prefent, as it hath for fome time 
pall, been governed by a woman, with as much courage and conchift as other countries 
are ruled by men. I do not remember any other kingdom among the Negroes where 
the fupremacy defcends to females as well as males. This governefs is fo wife, that to 
keep the government entirely in her own hands, fhe lives unmarried. But that (he may 
not remain a perfect ftranger to the foft paffion, fhe generally buys a brifk jolly flave, 
with whom file diverts herfelf; prohibiting him, on forfeiture of his head, to in¬ 
trigue with any other woman: and when the youth has loft his charms, or her paflion 
palls, he is exchanged for another, though fome will not allow' her fo honourable as 
to be fatisfied with one at a time; if flic fhould, it would difcover a natural chaftity 
and virtue, ft nee, checked by no religion or law, fhe is fo perfectly m iff refs of her 
favours, that fhe may confer them on whom fhe pleafeth without Fear or fcandal. 

About the middle of Agonna the Englifh built a fmall fori in the year 1694 ; it is 
covered with a flat roof, and hath four batteries, fo large that a man may eafily leap 
over them without a flick; and the guns are of a proportionable bignefs, one of them 
difeharging a half pound ball: in fhort, it is like our forts at Boutry, Zaconde, 
Chama, and Apam, and theirs at Dickjefchoof, a fort which wants another to defend 
it. The adjacent village, by fome called Wimba and others Simpa, is about as large 
as other villages commonly are, chiefly inhabited by filhermeu, and very agreeably 
fituated amongft trees. Trade is here at as low an ebb as at .Apam; but when the 
wars in the in-land country come to an end, both places will be found well fituate for 
commerce. 

Agonna furpaffes Acron in largenefs, power, and riches; though in fertility and 
pleafantnefs they are very near equal, only the former is adorned with a beautiful large 
frefh river, which both the Englifh and Negroes affirm to abound as plentifully with 
oyfters and other fifli, and all forts of apes, as any on the whole coaft. Having not 
obferved it myfelf, I am obliged to relate this on report. 

We 
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We come next to the laft country on the Gold Coaft, namely, that of Aquamboe; 
the greateft part of which is fituated in-land ; but I fliall defcribe it among the kingdoms 
of the coaft, becaufe we have a daily and confiderable traffic with them ; and their King 
extends his power over the Negroes of the coaft above twenty miles; and notwithftaiid- 
ing thefe are governed by feveral Kings, I fliall venture to add them to his territories, 
he equally exercifmg an unlimited fovereignty over them and his own fubjeas. His 
arbitrary defpotic power occafions the proverbial faying, that there are only two 
forts of men in Aquamboe, of which the King and his friends are one, and their flaves 
the other; fo that he wants no other attendants than thofe of his own houfe. 

The Aquamboe Negroes are very haughty, arrogant, and warlike; their power is 
alfo very terrible to all their neighbouring countries, except Akim : the nations under 
their power are miferably tormented with the daily plundering, or rather robbing 
vifits, the Aquamboan foldiers make them, they not daring to oppofe them in the leaft, 
for fear the King, who never fails feverely to revenge his foldiers’ quarrels, Ihould hear 
of it. Some time paft the Aquamboan government was adminiftered by two, viz. the 
old and young King, though the latter is excluded on pretence of his minority, by 
his father’s brother, affifted by his own mother, fo that the uncle reigned in conjunc¬ 
tion with his father. This double hierarchy was found extremely prejudicial to the 
fubjefts, who were fure to fuller from the one as well as the other tyrant; till the year 
1699, *when the old King dying, the young one eftablilhed himfelf folely on the throne, 
utterly excluding the other, and reigning at prefent. The old King was a man of a 
wicked abjeft temper, and an inveterate enemy to the Europeans; and though he re¬ 
ceived from the Englilli, Danes, and us, an dunce of gold, in recognition of the 
liberty given us by his predeceffors to build in his dominions; yet he horridly plagued 
us, and that in fo unreafonable a manner, that if he did but fancy any of us had injured 
him, he was fure to oblige us all three to fatisfaftion, by fliutting up the paries fo 
clofely, that not fo much as a Angle merchant could get to us: fo that it is not to be 
doubted but his death hath, and will contribute to the advancement of the European 
trade here; the prefent King being a more intelligent and rational Negro, as well as 
a friend to the Europeans, efpecially the Hollanders; which plainly appeared in his 
dangerous illnefs, that his country-phyficians could not cure, for then he confidently 
entrufted himfelf in our hands, coming in perfon to our fort with a few of his attend¬ 
ants, and refided there for fome time, being roughly enough handled by our barber, but 
luckily almoft cured: his diftemper being of that nature, that he cannot expert to be 
entirely freed from its effefts; and he is accordingly at prefent not only incapable of 
procreating children, but of the enjoyment of any of his wives; of which he hath a 
large number. 

Excefiive venery in his youth occafioned his indifpofition; his wives who endeavoured 
to reftrain him he rewarded with broken heads, though he hath too late fufficiently 
repented of it j and it is indeed a pity, for he is a clean well-fliaped Negroe, and in the 
flower of his age. 

In the time of the old King, we were very defirous to build a fort, and accordingly 
begun it at the village Ponni, at the end of the Gold Coaft. But when our fliip with 
building materials arrived at Acra, being informed that Ado was gone with his army 
againft the enemies, for fear the old King Ihould too much impofe on us, we defifted; 
in which we were very fortunate by reafon we Ihould only have put ourfeives to unne- 
ceffary expence, for at this'time we find the trade not fo confiderable as was pretended, 
and that a lodge with a man or two are fufficient: wherefore, without a very great 
alteration of the pofture of affairs, I do not believe that a fort will ever be built there. 

I have 
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1 have before hinted to you, that we, as well as the Englifli and Danes, have a fort 
at ^ cra . a n which three may be reckoned amongft the beft forts on the coaft. Steering 
our courfe ealhvards, the firft we meet with in our way is that of the Englifli, which 
is a well-built fquare fort, with four batteries ; its walls high and thick, eipecially on 
that fide towards us fomewhat thicker than ordinary: it is furniflied with twenty-five 
pieces, the greateft part of which are fo finall and flight, that if they fliould be attacked 
they would do very well to exchange them for twelve good heavy guns. This, like all 
the Englifli forts, is very meanly garriibned, as if it were fuflicient to build forts, fur- 
nilh them with cannon and neceffary provifions, without men, in which the Englifli are 
every where deficient; and it were well if others did not follow too clofeiy their exam¬ 
ple, But of that no more at prefenr, not doubting but thofe whom it concerns will in 

time amend that fault. . , 

Within cannon-fhot below this, lies our fort Creveceur; how proper it is for the 
refidence of a chief governor, the trade thereabouts will decide. This fort furpaffes 
the Englifli in largenefs and good guns, though about equal in ftrength, except only 
that our walls are thinner than theirs, and consequently cannot endure fo great a fhock; 
and indeed it is to be wifhed that we may live in peace with that nation, for if it fliould 
happen other wifi?, both have here a convenient opportunity of continually exchanging 
very rough and warm falutations. 

Exactly a cannon-fhot below ours Hands the Danifh fort Chriftiaanfburg ; the only 
one they have on this coaft, which was taken from them by the Negroes, anno 1693, 
when they entirely ftript it and kept it for fome time. This misfortune of the Danes 
was occafioned by the death of feveral of their gamfon; and though we could not 
but bemoan their hard fate, yet it was really diverting to obferve what work the Negroes 
made with the fortrefs; their commander Afiammeni dreffed himfelf in the Danilh 
governor's habit, and caufed himfelf to be complimented by that name; in ading 
which part he occafioned feveral very comical fcenes; he thundered at all the Englifli 
and Zcalandifh interlopers by way of falute with his cannon, as it there would never 
be an end of the powder, and remained in pofieflion of the fort till two Damfli fhips 
arrived on the coafl, when, by means of a very confiderable prefent to the King of 
Aquamboe, but more efpecially by our interceffion, it was re-delivered to them ; which 
fervice they afterwards as bafely as ungratefully rewarded, but they were no gteat 
gainers by it; for to garrifon their fort, they were obliged to leave their fhips fo poorly 
manned, that they became a prey to the pirates in the fight of Guinea. 

This fort would be too ftrong for the united force of the Enghlh fort and ours. It 
is a fquare building, ftrengthened with four batteries, and to the beft of my memory 
twenty guns. It appears very beautiful, and looks as if it were but one continued 
battery, as it is really in effecl; for the roof being entirely flat, the cannon may con¬ 
veniently be planted on all parts of it. . , 

It is now time to proceed to the more in-land part of Aquamboe. Though the 
Englifli, Danes, and we have forts here, yet out authority ts very fmall, and confined 
within our own walls, fo that the forts only ferve to defend ourfelves; for if we fliould 
make any attempts on the Negroes, they would certainly end in our deftrudion. 

Each fort hath its adjacent village, diftinguifhed by its particular name, though the 
ceneral one is Acra, the name of this country, which was formerly a kingdom, whole 
^habitants were conquered by the Aquamboans, and driven to a place called Little 
Podo which at prefent contains the remainder of the great kingdom of Acra. 

It murht be reafonably conjedured, that the three feveral companies trading here, 
might be apt fo to clalh with one another that it might be fatal to the whole commerce* 
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but experience proves the contrary; for here is fiich great plenty of gold and Haves, 
that no one is in danger of wanting his fhare, and each is Hocked with commodities 
which the other hath not, which very often tends to the promotion of trade. 

At this place alone fomethnes more gold is received than on the whole coaft befides j 
and its traffic would be yet enlarged, if the Negroes of Aquamboe and Akim could 
agree, as they generally are at difference, the latter pretending a feudal right over the 
former, and fubfequent thereto, demanding an annual tribute of them, which the 
Aquamboans will by no means fubmit to ; as knowing very well that a conceffion 
of that nature may in time coft them their whole country. But the King is fubtle 
enough to know how by fair words and prefents to fow diflenfions betwixt the 
governing men of Akim, and thereby preferve his dominions in peace and a profpe- 

rous trade. _ „ 

Having formerly hinted the extent of this country, I ffiall now add, that the king 
and his nobles, or rather favourites, are fo very rich in gold and Haves, that I am of 
opinion this country fingly poffeffeth greater treafures than all thofe we have hitherto 
defcribed taken together : the chief employments of the inhabitants are merchandize, 
agriculture and war; to which laH they are particularly addi&ed. 

Though the foil is fufficiently fertile, yet they commonly fall fliort of provifions 
*■ towards the latter end of the year, and are accordingly obliged to fetch them from _ 

other places. t .. 

They do not trouble themfelves with fifliing, nor with the boiling of fait, though this 
country affords a vaH plenty of it; that they leave, to the Coaff Negroes, who are either 
bom here, or come from other places hither to live, and are very numerous and ferve 
to people feveral fine towns ; thefe, not content with fifliing and the preparation of fait, 
drive as confiderabie trade with foreign fhips as thofe of Axim and Tantyn. The num¬ 
ber of Haves fold here at leafl equals what are difpofed of on the whole coaft (Annama- 
bo not excepted) ; this country being continually in war with fome of the circumjacent 
nations, who are very populous, and from w'hom they take a vafl number of prifoners j 
mofl of which they fell to the Europeans. 

If 1 have before talked of Negroes w'ho followed the wars, you mufl not from thence 
infer that they make that their whole employment: no, it is but one part I affure you, 
and all the Negroes in general are foldiers as long as the war continues, if at leafl they 
are but able to buy arms, or their matters bellow any on them ; and the war ended, 
each applies himfelf to his particular calling: but if there happens to be any of fuch a 
turbulent nature that they cannot live out of the camp, they go to ferve in the 
neighbouring wars; and thefe are in a ftridler fenfe called foldiers. Amongft the 
filhermen there are very few foldiers, for they living upon the fhore and under our 
pr teftion, are not frequently attacked by enemies, and therefore are feldom furnilhed 
with arms. 

Having run through the whole Gold Coaft; I lhall now', fir, allow you time to 
entertain yourfelf with its defcription, defigning in my next to inform you of the in-land 
countries whence the gold is brought to the coaft, as far as they have fallen under 
my cognifance : in the mean-time, 1 hope what I have already done hath afforded you 
fome fatisfattion j in which expectation 1 remain, fir, yours, &c. 


LET- 


B OSMAN *S GUINEA. 


3% 


LETTER VL — Treating of the Countries where the gold is digged; the cruel Wart and 
utter DefiruBion of fame of them. — The Negroes Manner of fearching for Gold. — 
The feveral forts of Gold. —• How falfe Gold is bought, and how detected. — Of Gold 
Weights: and, laftly, a Reflection concerning the digging of Gold; that it is feafihle 
to be done more fuccefsfully and to a better Advantage by the Europeans. 

Sir, 

BE pleafed to accept this as a performance of my promife to defcribe thofe coun¬ 
tries from whence the gold is brought: to which 1 fliall add, the manner how gold 
is found or digged; the feveral fpecies of it, and the weights it is weighed by: an 
account of the falfe gold, and whatever elfe falls under that head. 

The firft country which produceth gold is Dinkira, fituate fo far in-land that our 
fervants are commonly five days in going from Elmina to it, and from Axim it is above 
ten days journey; not fo much on account of its real diftance from either place, as 
becaul'e of the badnefs of the roads, to a degree which frequently obliges them to go 
double the compafs of ground, that would otherwife be neceffary ; and that the Ne¬ 
groes either cannot or will not help. 

This country, formerly reftrained to a fmall compafs of land, and containing but an 
inconfiderable number of inhabitants, is, by their valour, fo improved in power, that 
they are refpe&ed and honoured by all their neighbouring nations; all which they 
have taught to fear them, except Afiante and Akim, who are yet ftronger than 
they. 

They are poffeffed of vaft treafures of gold, befides what their own mines fupply 
them with; either by plunder from others, or their own commerce; in which they 
are abundantly more expert than any other Negro: befides which they have three 
countries in fubje&ion to them ; each of which produces fome, though not fo much 
gold, viz. Walla, Encaffe, and Juffer; each of thefe borders upon one another, and 
the laft upon Com many. The gold of thefe countries, their own, and what they 
brought from other parts, fatisfied the demand of the whole coaft from Axim to Za- 
conde, about three years paft, during the Commanian wars : but fince our peace with 
the Commanians, the roads being free and open to the merchants, the diftance of feveral 
places from them, makes them not travel farther at prefent than to Chama, Commany, 
Elmina, and Cabocors: wherefore the higher coaft is not extraordinarily fupplied with 
gold; for though there are fome countries betwixt Dinkira and them which have gold 
mines; to inftance, in Eguira and Adorn, befides Abocroe and Ancober, which alfo 
have a fmall {hare; yet all added together will not amount to a quantity fufficient to 
fupply all the upper forts. In the year 1694, I heard the Brandenburghers complain 
that they could not receive two marks of gold in a whole month’s time ; nor did we 
fare much better in our forts, trade being extremely dull at that time. 

The gold which is brought us by the Dinkirans is very pure, except only that it is 
too much mixed with Fetiches, which are a fort of artificial gold, compofed of feveral 
ingredients; among which fome of them are very oddly Ihaped: thefe Fetiches they 
call, in moulds made of a fort of black and heavy earth, into what form they pleafe; 
andthis artificial gold is frequently mixed with a third part, and fometimes with half 
filver and copper, and confequently lefs worth, and yet we are peftered with it on all 
parts of the Coaft; and if we refute to receive it, fome Negroes are fo unreafonabfo 
that they will undeniably take back all their pure gold: fo that we are obliged fome¬ 
times to fuffer to fiiuffle in fome of it. There are alfo Fetiches caft of unalloyed 
voL. xvi. 3 B mountain 
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mountain gold; which very feldom come to our hands, becaufe they keep them to 
adorn thetnfelves: fo that if ever we meet with them, thofe who part with them are 
obliged to it by neceflity, or they are filled with the mentioned black heavy earth; 
with which the imfkillul are liable to be bafely cheated, receiving inflead of gold fre¬ 
quently half the weight in this fort of earth. 

By what hath been faid, you may imagine how rich and potent the kingdom of 
Dinkira was. But a few months pall it was fo entirely deftroyed, that it lies at prefent 
defolate and waite. Certainly it cannot be unpleafant to inform you how fuch a fata! 
and hidden dell ruction fell upon this fo potent a land, as well as whence their ruin 
proceeded; which I am obliged to take from the report of fome of the Negroes; and 
the event hath given me fuflicient reafon to believe they told truth. 

Dinkira, elevated by its great riches and power, became fo arrogant, that it looked 
on all other Negroes with a contemptible eye, efteeming them no more than its Haves ; 
which rendered it the objeft of their common hatred, each impatiently wilhing its 
downfall; though no nation was fo hardy as to attack it, till the King of Afiante, in¬ 
jured and affronted by its governor, adventured to revenge himfelf on this nation in a 
fignal manner. 

The occafion of which was this: Bofiante, the King of Dinkira, a young prince, 
whofe valour was become the admiration of all the Negroes of the Coaft, fent fome 
of his wives to compliment Zay, the King of Afiante; who not only received and en¬ 
tertained them very civilly, but fent them back charged with feveral very confiderable 
prefents to exprefs his obliging refentment of the grateful embaffy: and being refolved 
to return his obligation, he iome time after fent fome of his wives to compliment the 
King of Dinkira, and affure him of the great efteem he had for his perfon. Thefe 
Ambafladreffes were not lefs fplendidly treated at Dinkira, being alfo loaded with 
prefents; but the Kiug call a wanton eye upon one of them; and hurried on by exor¬ 
bitant loft, gratified his brutal defire: alter lariating of which, he fuffered her, toge¬ 
ther with the reft, to return to their country, and their injured hufband, who was 
inlormed of this afiront: but he took care to make the King of Dinkira fenfible, that 
he would not reft till he had walhed away the fcandal in his injurious blood. After he 
was made fenfible of the King of Afiante’s refolution, knowing very well whom he had 
to deal with, he heartily wiflied he had not been guilty of the crime; but fince it was 
done, he offered him leveral hundred marks of gold to put up the injury. The 
enraged Prince, deai to all fuch offers, prepared himfelf for a vigorous war, by railing 
a ftrong army, in order to make a defcent on Dinkira ; and not being fufficiently ftored 
with gunpowder, he bought up great quantities on the Coaft. The Dinkirans being 
foohfli enough to affift him themfelves, fuffered his fubje&s to pafs with it uninter¬ 
rupted through their country, notwithftanding they knew very well it was only de- 
figned for their deftruftion. Whilfl he was making thefe preparations, the King of 
Dinkira died; which might encourage a belief that the impending cloud of war would 
blow over. Whether the governors of Dinkira were too haughty to implore a peace 
i t aa» in ^- Ured Zay ’ or lle mitigated by the enemies of that country, is uncertain : but 
a i , imi " ovea % perfilled in his purpofe of utterly extirpating the Dinkirans. 
And about the beginning of this year, being completely ready, he came with a terrible 
army into the field; and engaging the Dinkirans, who expected him, he beat them; 
but lighting them a fecond time, he entirely defeated them. The Negroes report, 
that m the.e two battles above a hundred thoufand men were killed: of the Negroes 
of Akim only, who came to the affiftance of the Dinkirans, there were about thirty 
ihoufand killed ; betides that a great Caboceer of Akim, with all his men, were cut 
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off. What think you. Sir ? Thefe are other forts of battles than are ufually fought 
betwixt ihe Kings here; who, if they ffiould oblige all their fubjetts, even the lame, 
decrepit and blind to come into the field, could not raife fuch a number. The 
plunder after this viftory took up the Afiantines fifteen days time, as is faid, but 
perhaps largely enough; that Zay’s booty alone amounted to feveral thoufand marks 
of gold, as is affirmed by one of our European officers, who was fent on fome em- 
baffy to Zay, and fays he had feveral times feen the treafure. This meffenger of ours, 
who is now in the Afiantean camp, hath orders to take an exadl account of what he 
hears and fees there; of which I wiffi I had a tranfcript, which I doubt not would 
furnifh fome extraordinary matter: but to defer this to another time. Thus you fee 
the towering pride of Dinkira in afhes, they being forced to fly before thofe, whom 
they not long before thought no better than their Haves, and themfelves being now 
fold for (laves. We have not yet received the particulars of this whole affair; but this 
account of it coming 10 hand, I thought fit to impart it to you. 

Next Dinkira, we come in order to ibe defcription of Acanny, whofe inhabitants, 
long before the Diukirans, were famed for great traders; and brought the gold of 
Afiante and Akim, together with fome of their own, hither to market: and that 
which they vended was always fo pure and fine, that to this day the bed gold is called 
by the Negroes, Acarnii Sica, or Acanny gold. They ufually came in company with 
the inhabitants of Cabefterra, a country between them and Saboe, with their goods 
to Elmina, Cabocors, Mouree, Annamabo, Cormantim, and as far as the Engliih 
village Simpa. Their gold was never mixed with Fetiches, like that of Dinkira, and 
therefore much more valuable; but they were very troublefome to deal withal, though 
not fo peevifh and pofitive as thofe of Dinkira, and always obliged us to comply with 
their own humour : but for three years pad we have not much reafon to complain of 
them, they not having traded for much: for they, on what account I am ignorant, 
falling out with the Dinkirans, were fo beaten that all their governing men, and no fmall 
number of the inferior people, were killed and taken prifoners; to redeem which out of 
llavery, they were obliged to drip themfelves of all they were poffeffed of in the world; 
by which means they were reduced to the utmod poverty and inability to defend them- 
feives: but the Dinkirans themfelves being now ruined, as well as they, and having 
declared for the King of Afiante, perhaps thefe may recover fome of their ancient 
ludre. 

Akim is the next in our way, which furni flies as large quantities of gold as any 
land that I know; and that alfo the mod valuable and pure of any that is carried from 
this Coaft : it is eafily didinguiflied by its deep colour. Acra at prefent carries away 
the, greateft part of this metal from hence; and from the Acrians alfo we have it 
very good and pure, without Fetiches or Kakeraas. Having feveral times heard that 
Akim was an extraordinary large country, I once took the opportunity of alking fome 
of the Akimefe how many days journey their country was; they replied, that very few 
natives knew how far it extended in-land towards the Barbary Coad ; which, according 
to what they told me, was incredible. This country, for as far as it is known to us, 
was formerly under a monarchical government; but the prefent fucceflbr being yet but 
young, and betraying but too palpable ftgns of a cruel nature, hath not been able to 
make°himfelf mader of the whole land, but is obliged to be content with a part: for 
the governing men of the kingdom, fearing he will prove a great tyrant, to redrain 
him, have taken a part of the adminiftration into their hands: fo tiiat it is a lort of 
commonwealth, which proves very well for Acanny and Aquamboe; for if the govem- 
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meat became monarchical, no divifions would arife amonft them, and they would be at 
leifure to prey on their neighbours. 

We have always efteemed the three mentioned countries the rich eft in gold, but 
that there certainly are feveral more is undeniable. Afiante is a convincing proof of 
this, which being but lately known to us, we find to afford more gold than Dinkira ; 
alfo Ananfe, a country fituate betwixt Afiante and Dinkira, as there are undoubtedly 
many more, with which we are yet utterly unacquainted. 

Awine mull not here be forgotten. I take it to be the very firft on the Gold Coaft, 
and to lie far above Axim. From the inhabitants of this country we formerly ufed to 
receive large quantifies of fine and pure gold; and they being the civileft and faireft 
dealers of all the Negroes, we traded with them with a great deal of pleafure, but the 
Dinkirans, who would lord it over all their neighbouring nations, fubdued this ; fince 
which time we have not received much gold of them. In the conqueft of this land, 
the Dinkirans made a brave and obftinate refiftance, and had no doubt been fubdued 
themfelves if the natives of Awine could have been unanimous; for the Dinkirans in 
one battle with a governor of theirs loft above two thoufand men, and left the men¬ 
tioned governor fuch an abfolute victory, that there was not a Angle perfon left to 
carry the news to Dinkira, they being all killed with poifoned arrows, which the 
Awinefe know very well how to ufe. Upon this defeat the Dinkirans got together a 
large army, which the victorious Awinefe underftanding, fent to his country-men for 
farther affiftance j inftead of which he met with nothing but derifion, they accufing 
him of cowardice; and replying, that he was able to beat the Dinkirans, but if he 
was beaten then it was their turn to come and fight them man by man. Thus fighting 
one againft one they loft their country and themfelves entirely, almoft in the fame 
manner that the Chinefe were conquered by the Tartars, whereas if they would have 
united they might eafily have beaten the Dinkirans. 

From what I have faid you may colled, that the gold is brought to us on the coaft 
from in-land countries j and from the little that hath been hinted, you may alfo imagine 
how they are fituated. I cannot inform you better, becaufe the Negroes cannot give 
any certain account of them, nor do any of our people go fo far: wherefore, I muft 
beg of you, my good friend, to be contented, and turn your eyes to what I fhall pre- 
fent you concerning the gold itfelf. 

There is no fmall number of men in Europe who believe that the gold-mines are in 
our power; that we, like the Spaniards in the Weft Indies, have no more to do but 
to work them by our Haves: though you perfectly know we have no manner of accefs 
to thefe treafures, nor do I believe that any of our people have ever feen one of them: 
which you will eafily credit, when you are informed that the Negroes efteem them 
facred, and cqnfequently take all poffible care to keep us from them. But to come 
nearer the fubjeCt: this illuftrious metal is generally found in three forts of places: 
firft, the belt is found in or betwixt particular hills, and the Negroes apprehending 
where the gold is, dig pits, and feparate it from the earth which comes out with it. 

The fecond place is in, at, and about fome rivers and water-falls, whofe violence 
wafheth down great quantities of earth, which carry the gold with it. 

The third is on the fea-lhore, where (as at Elmina and Axim), there are little 
branches or rivulets into which the gold is driven from mountainous places, as well as 
to the rivers j and after violent fhowers of rain in the night, next morning thefe places 
are fure to be vilited by hundreds of Negro-women naked, except a cloth wrapped 
about them to hide what modefty obligeth. Each of thefe women is furniihed with 
large and fmall troughs or tray, which they firft fill full of earth and land, which they 
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waih with repeated frefli water, till they have cleanfed it from all its earth ; and if 
there be any gold, its ponderofity forces it to the bottom of the trough; which if they 
find, it is thrown into the final! tray, and fo they go to walhing it again, which opera¬ 
tion generally holds them till noon : feme of them not getting above the value of fix- 
pence, feme of them find pieces of fix or feven Ihillings, though not frequently, and 
often they entirely lofe their labour. Thus the digging of pits, the gathering it at or 
about the rivers, and this laft mentioned manner, are all the ways they know to come 
at gold. 

The gold thus digged or found, is of two forts, one is called Dull-gold or Gold- 
dull ; which is almoft as fine as flower, and is the bell, bearing alfo the greatell price 
in Europe : the other fort is in pieces of different fixes, fome being hardly the weight 
of a farthing, others weighing as heavy as twenty or thirty guineas, though of the lall 
fort not many occur. The Negroes indeed tell us, that in the country, pieces as heavy 
as one or two hundred guineas are found. Thefe lumps or pieces are called Mountain- 
gold, which being melted, touch better than dull-gold; but the multitude of fmall 
Hones which always adhere to them, occafion a great lofs in the melting, for which 
reafon gold-dull is moll elteemed. Thus much of the good and pure gold, and now 
to touch upon the falfe. The firft fort is that mixed with filver or copper, and call 
into fetiches, of which I have before hinted : thefe fetiches are cut into finall bits by 
the Negroes, about the worth of one, two or three farthings. It is a common pro¬ 
verb, ** That you cannot buy much gold for a larthing,” yet even with that value in 
gold you may here go to market and buy bread or fruit for your necelfities. The 
Negro-women know the exaft value of thefe bits fo well at fight, that they never are 
miftaken; and accordingly they tell them to each other without weighing, as we do 
coined money. They are here called Kakeraas, the word exprelfing fomething of very 
little value, and the gold itfelf is indeed very little worth: for we cannot fell it in 
Europe for above forty Ihillings the ounce, and yet it paffes current all over the coall; 
and our garrifons are paid their fubfiftence-money in it. And for this they may buy 
all forts of edibles of the Negroes, who, mixing it with other gold, bring it to us again; 
and as foon as received, the clerks are ordered to pick it out of the other with which 
it is mixed; fo that this fluff' feems to pafs backward and forward without the leaft 
diminution, notwithftanding large quantities of it are annually fent to Europe by the 
French and Portuguefe, befides what we ourfelves fpend: but the Negroes making 
them fafter than we export them, they are like to continue long enough. 

The Negroes are very fubtle artills in the fophifticating of gold : they can fo neatly 
falfify and counterfeit the gold-dull and the mountain-gold, that feveral unexperienced 
traders are frequently cheated, and by bought experience are taught how to know 
gold. Some pieces are call by them fo artificially, that quite round for the thicknels 
of a knife they are very fine gold, and the vacancy filled up with copper, 01 peihaps 
iron. This is a new-invented cheat of theirs; but the common falfe mountain-gold is 
a mixture of filver, copper, and a proportion of gold, extremely high-coloured, which 
very much facilitates the cheat: for being obliged to receive one or two pounds at a 
time wherein the pieces happen to be very numerous, we cannot touch every one, 
and it looking fo well, caufeth it to pafs unfiifpefted. Another fort of falfe gold is 
alfo frequent amongft them, which is nothing elfe than a certain powder of coral, 
which they call and tinge fo artificially, that it is impoffible to diftinguilh it by any 
other difference than that of the weight. Of this powder they alfo make gold-dull, 
but chiefly of the filings of copper, to which they give a very good tinaure; though 
all the falfe tin-red gold in a month or two entirely lofes its luftre, and then we begin 
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to find that it is falfe : in which we are happier than in thofe pieces covered over with 
gold ; for they remain as we receive them, without any alteration, and confequently 
that cheat is the moll dangerous. - 

If you are defirous to know how it is poffible to avoid the reception of falfe gold, 
efpeeially if offered at night or morning, the methods we take are, firft, if it is in 
large pieces, to cut them clear through with a knife, which immediately difcovers what 
it is : if the piece be final I, like mountain gold, lay them upon a (tone, and beat them 
with a hammer ; and if made of coral, they will crumble into fmall parts ; but fup- 
pofing it Hand beating, you may afterwards try them with your knife; but in the fmalleft 
bits and duft gold, this method is not practicable, though we have a tolerable way of 
diftinguifhmg the coarfe from the fine; which is done by putting it into a copper bafon, 
and winnowing it with the fingers, and blowing it very (Irongiy; by which means the 
falfe gold will fly away, and the true fall into and continue in the bafon : upon repeating 
this trial three or four times, the falfe is eafily feparated from the good. 

It affords us matter of diverfion to obferve, that raoft of the raw inexpert people 
(efpeeially fea-faring men) who come hither, always bring aqua-fortis along with them 
to prove gold ; but if thefe men remembered the common proverb, that there is no 
gold without drofs, they would foon grow weary of their weak proof, and follow the 
methods above-mentioned. 

The fign by which they pretend to diftinguilh the falfe from the true gold is, that 
after they have put it into a glafs or earthen veffel, they pour aqua-fortis upon it; 
which, if it be falfe, difcovers it by its ebullition; and if mixed with falfe gold, by 
turning green. A miferable trial indeed ! which they will foon be convinced of: for 
example, if they take the value of four pounds in gold, a feventh, eighth, or tenth 
part of which is falfe, and pour their aqua-fortis upon it, let them, I fay, obferve whe¬ 
ther their aqua-fortis doth not produce the fame effect, though in lefs degree, as it 
would if the whole mafs were falfe; for which reafon their proof is very uncertain, 
and the more impracticable, becaufe the operation is too tedious, and befides very pre¬ 
judicial to trade, to refufe the good gold on account of an eighth or tenth part being 
falfe. I can affure you, that the prefent times will not admit of fuch ufelefs n : cenefs. 
Wherefore the mentioned proof, by winnowing with the copper bafon, being fufficient 
to defend us againft falfe gold, is much to be preferred before melting it with aqua¬ 
fortis, and being at the trouble of drying it again; which the Negroes that have good 
gold would fcarce fuffer. 

Having treated of gold at large, I am now obliged to fay foinething concerning the 
gold weights, which are either pounds, marks, ounces, or angels. In Europe, twenty 
angels make one ounce, though here but fixteen go to an ounce : here are alfo Pefoes 
and Bendoes; the former of which contain four angels, and the latter two ounces ; as 
four Bendoes make one mark, and two marks one pound of gold, computed according 
to the common value, exactly fix hundred and fixty gilders ; though this at feveral 
times difl'ers in proportion, its worth depending on its goodnefs, and its riling and 
falling in Europe. Notwithftanding all this, we conftantly here reckon three marks of 
pure or good gold worth one rhouiand gilders, and confequently judge of the other 
weights in the proportion which they bear to this cjuatitity* We nfe here another kind 
of weights, which are a fort of beans, the leaft of which are red, fpotted with black, 
and are called Dambas ; twenty-four of them amounting to an angel, and each of them 
reckoned two Ihver weights : the white beans, with blackfpots, or thofe entirely black, 
are heavier, and accounted four (liver weights; thefe they ufually call Tacoes; but 
there are fome which weigh half or a whole gilder j but thefe are not efteemed certain 
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weights, but ufed at pleafure, and often become inftruments of fraud. Several have 
believed that the Negroes only ufed wooden weights, but it is a miftake, all of them 
having call weights, either of copper or tin, which, though divided or adjufted in a 
manner quite different to ours, yet upon reduftion agree exactly with them. 

My thoughts being taken up in defcribing the weights, I forget to inform you how 
the gold is digged or found. I would refer to any intelligent metallift, whether a vaft 
deal of ore mull not of neceffity be loft here, from which a great deal of gold might 
be leparated, for want of ikill in the metallic art; and not only fo, but I firmly believe 
that large quantities of pure gold are left behind ; for the Negroes only ignorantly dig 
at random, without the leaft knowledge of the veins of the mine. And I doubt not, 
but if this country belonged to the Europeans, they would foon find it to produce much 
richer treafures than the Negroes obtain from it; but it is not probable we fhall ever 
poffefs that liberty here, wherefore we muft be content with being fo far mafters of it 
as we are at prefent: which, if very well and prudently managed, would turn to a very 
great account, of which I wifh you no fmall fhare, and mylelf a long continuance of 
life to fpend in your fervice, &c. 

LETTER VH. .— Containing a Computation how much Gold is annually exported from 
this Country ; to what Places it is tranfported ; and the Divijion of the Trade with 
the Negroes .— What Officers are appointed in our Service ; and the Names of other 
. Employments : together with a general Lift of the whole : and , laftly , by way of Con- 
clufion, a Defcription of the Government of the Coaft , and of the Council or Ajfembly 
of Counfellors. 

Silt, 

MY Iaft treated of the in-land countries from whence the gold was brought; how it 
was digged; its feveral forts ; the falfe gold, &c. To purfue our fubjeft yet farther, 
as I have told you whence it is brought, it is but neceffary I fliould inform you whither 
it is carried, and how much is yearly brought to the coaft. As for the laft, I dare 
affirm it as a real truth, that they not only can, but do yearly, in time of peace, de¬ 
liver the quantity of feven thoufand marks of gold. This is a large fum; but it is 
divided amongft fo many, each being fure to get fome, that the whole is foon dif- 
pofed of. The moft juft calculation of the divifion that I can poffibly make, is as 
follows: viz. 

Marks. 

Our Weft India Company yearly exports.1500 

The Engliffi African Company - - - - - - - 1200 

But this is to be underftood of fuch years in which the commerce of both 
Companies happens to be very brilk ; and I do not believe our Company 


hath, for feveral years paft, carried off above the half of this quantity. 

The Zealand interlopers are fure to carry off as much yearly as our Company : 

Namely, 1500 

The Englifli interlopers about -.1000 

But the laft have, for two or three years paft, purfued this trade fo vigoroufly, 
that they have exported above twice that quantity. 

The Brandenburghers and Danes, in time of peace, both together, about 1000 

The Portuguefe and French together, at leaft, about .... 800 


Which makes 7000 
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I fay of the lafl at leaft eight hundred marks, and it is really true; for the Portuguefe 
come on this coaft, on pretence of felling their American commodities, viz. Brazil 
tobacco, brandy, and rum, and are befides as richly laden as the interlopers them- 
felves, which is not to be wondered at; for they buy their lading, take their men on 
board, and fit out their (hips in Holland : nay, to be fhort, they are frequently fitted 
out at the expence of Dutch merchants, wherein the lews have no fmall hand, they 
knowing how to obtain a Portuguefe pafs : and thefe fhips, when they come here to 
this coaft, pafs for downright Portuguefe. How uneafy this mult needs be to an honeft 
officer in the Company’s fervice you may eafily imagine, when a factor, who com* 
mands one of our forts, lhall receive certain advice, that feveral of the Negroe mer¬ 
chants are coming down, well-ftored with gold, in order to lay it out with him, and 
that ere he arrives, is met by a Portuguefe or interloper; who, by felling cheap, fweeps 
a great part, if not all their gold, whilft we fit ftill with our goods on our hands, as if 
they were vifited by the plague. I do not tell you more than I have, to my forrow, 
experienced. 

Thus I have made a rough calculation of the quantity of gold, which thofe who 
underftand the affairs of the coaft will, I doubt not, be pleafed with; but thofe un¬ 
acquainted with this trade, may, perhaps, think I have computed wrong: if I happen 
to fee thefe gentlemen, I lhall civilly defire them to correft my computation; which no 
one having yet attempted, it is imparted to you for your fatisfa&ion, and to the bell of 
my knowledge as near the truth as I could bring it. 

According to our reckoning then, there is brought hither and carried off exaQly 
twenty three tun of gold, reckoning three marks to one thoufand gilders. But, as i 
told you, above all, this account fuppofeth a profperous time when the paffes are all 
open, and the merchants can pafs fafe and uninterrupted; but when the Negroes are 
at war with one another, I do not believe that half this quantity is Slipped off; and of 
this fmall quantity the interlopers know very well how to come by their /hare. And 
fuppofing our Company hath one fifth of the whole, yet when trade is low they cannot 
get by it, but muff make up the deficiency by trading to other coafts: but I hope, ere 
long, a way will be difcovered of profperoufly advancing our trade here, to the dif- 
advantage of the interlopers, which I cannot think very difficult; it confifting only in 
fixing a good government on the coaft, and taking care in Holland that their fhips be 
laden with good commodities, and proper for this place. However, I defire you would 
not from hence expeft a particular of what merchandizes are moft vendable here; or 
that I fliould acquaint you with the ftate of trade here; that would be utterly incom¬ 
patible with the faithful fervice I owe our Company, I not knowing whether this Letter, 
by fome unaccountable mifcarriage, may not light into the hands of the interlopers, 
who know very well how to ufe it to their advantage : and indeed they fufficiently rob 
the Company of the right which the ftates have given them on this coaft; fo that none 
of us ought to help them to further opportunities. Wherefore be pleafed to fatisfy 
yourfelf with an account in general, that to trade on this coaft, about a hundred and 
fifty feveral forts of commodities are neceffary. 

In my third letter you have been informed that the caftle of St. George d’EImina is 
our chief place on this coaft, and that the general, principal governor, chief fador, 
and chief fifcal refide there ; before this caftle alfo do all our fhips which come from 
Lurope calf anchor and unlade; and we have accordingly very fine warehoufes fitted 
for their reception.. This great ftorehoufe is entrufted to the charge of our chief 
factor, and is lometnnes worth a very confiderable futn $ and from hence all our other 
forts are iupplied with their defixed commodities* I would not have you conceive that 
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we fet up a market with our wares, or fend any of them to be fold without our forts : 
no, that is not our hufinefs; but the Negroes come daily to our caftle, or fort, with 
their gold ; for which, after it is weighed, effayed and purified, they receive our com¬ 
modities ; none of which ever go out of our warehoufes before they are paid for, and 
if the factor will give any credit, it is on his own account, and he is confequently 
liable for the value to the Company, that they may not thereby differ; nor can he 
charge the prefents made to the Negro merchant to their accompt: but they, indeed, 
fuperadd a certain advance to all their factors; from which they are not only enabled 
to make prefents to the Negroes, but may be befides confiderable annual gainers 
thereby, and this is done to encourage them to the more diligent fervice. Befides, the 
Negroes having neither carts, waggons, horfes, nor any other way to carry the bought 
commodities to their in-land dwellings than by men, for about two or three hundred 
pounds value in iron, copper, or tin, have occafion for the affiftance of fifty men: now 
whether there be not an advantage to be made of this by our men I leave you to 
judge, though the money got thereby is hardly enough earned, they being obliged 
for it to climb over hills and pafs very bad ways. Thofe who come from the inward 
part of the country to traffic with us are chiefly flaves: one of which, on whom the 
mailer repofes the greated trull, is appointed the chief of this caravan: but when he 
comes to us, he is not treated as a Have, but as a very great merchant, whom we take 
all poffible care to oblige, as very well knowing that he being a peculiar favourite of 
his mailer, may at pleafure go to the Englilh, Danes, and Brandenburghers, as well 
as come to us; for which reafon we pay him double the refpeft we lhould give his 
mailer. - , 

Having heard what Negro chapmen we have to deal with, now let us confider what 
officers and fervants are by the Company appointed on the other fide; and how many 
degrees of riling we have on the coaft. I flatter myfelf that this will not prove dis¬ 
agreeable to you, becaufe it will afford a profpeft of what preferment your nephew- 
may arrive to if he deport himlelf well. 

Firft of all, here are the foldiers with their commanders; out of which formerly the 
bed qualified for merchandize and the pen were chofen to ferve the Company as 
affillants; by which means one with whom you and I are very well acquainted, hath 
found opportunity to advance himfelf to almoft the highell poll here. But for ten or 
eleven years laft pad this hath not happened ; becaufe the gentlemen of the Com¬ 
pany finding that not only thofe qualified, but fuch as were utterly incapable and idle 
drunkards, were promoted, have ordered for the future no foldiers lhould be preferred 
to the affidants places; they may become corporals, ferjeants, or officers, and dand 
fair for all offices amongd the train of workmen or in the fea-fervice; but an alfidant 
may, in procefs of time, be promoted to the government of the whole coad. . 

The office of afiidant is the lowed among thofe concerned in trade or writing ; the 
falary appointed for this fervice is fixteen guilders per month, and twenty guilders more 
for board-wages: his fird dep to preferment is that of under-commiflary or under- 
fa <5tor, with a falary of twenty-four guilders per month. By thefe fub-fa£tors mod of 
the gold is received *, for which they are accountable to the faflor, or chief factor, or 
him to whom the trade of the place is entruded in chief, who is alfo accountable to the 
Company ; the general accompts of the whole coad being kept at Elmina, where there 
is alfo a warehoufe-keeper, who hath all nioid goods, as wine, beer, and brandy, &c. 
all edibles, as flelh, peafe, beans, oats, kc. under his keeping, and is entruded with 
the fale of them: fo that when a chief-faftor or factor obferves that his fub-fa£lor or 
warehoufe-keeper is inclined to extravagance, he is obliged to watch him very 
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narrowly ; for all that the Company fuffer by him, the factor is obliged to make good: 
of which in lefs than four years paft we have a freih example, that one of my brethren, 
not unknown to you, in fuch a cafe was obliged to make good about feven or eight 
hundred pounds, which he had not in the leaft fquandered. Thus a faftor who hath 
fuch fort of men under him ought to look after them very carefully, or he may be ruined 
at once: it is true, indeed, that he hath his remedy againft the guilty perfon; but 
what can that avail if he hath neither effects or money ; which it rarely happens that 
any of thefe men have, for I do not believe that thofe who -can live on their means in 
Holland will ever come to fuch a country as this; nor is it very probable that their 
friends in Europe will make fatisfadion for their follies; fo that the factor’s laft refuge 
is to bring the offender to condign corporal puniffiment, which will not in the leaft 
contribute to his re-imburfement. Wherefore, as I faid before, his bell way is to look 
clofe after them, and ftop them in the beginning of their extravagancies. 

Out of the above-mentioned under-commiflaries, the oldeft in fervice, or the beft 
qualified, are chofen conuniffaries or factors to refide at and command our out-forts, 
and take care of the trade there; with a falary of thirty-fix guilders, befides an 
allowance of ten guilders for a fervant or two, and twenty guilders board-wages per 
month, befides the certain before-mentioned advance on the trade. 

The oldeft and molt experienced of thefe factors is promoted to Mouree and Cor- 
mantyn, his falary being raifed to eighty guilders per month; fuppofing that upon 
being chofen by the council here, he be confirmed by the Company : who, not with¬ 
out good reafon, have retained the fupplying thefe important polls to themfelves; as 
they have alfo that of the chief faCtor of Elmina, or the fecond perfon upon the coaft, who 
hath a falary of one hundred guilders per month. Thefe chief faCtofS have alfo the fame 
advance on merchandizes and board-wages, as the other factors; befides which the 
fecond perfon hath ten guilders per month allowed for a fervant, and the general’s or 
governor-general’s table is at his fervice. The choice or confirmation of thefe chief 
faCtors being referved to the Company, that upon the death of the governor, or fecond 
perfon, they may have others ready, of whofe fidelity they are very well fatisfied, to 
i'upply their places; and the chief factor of Elmina having fatisfactorily difcharged 
that office three years, he may, if favoured by fortune, happen to be advanced (if 
it falls vacant) to the highefl poft of governor general, who is entrufted with the Com¬ 
pany’s authority over the whole coaft; of which he is director-general, with a falary 
of three hundred guilders per month, and a large perquifite advantage in whatever is 
traded on account of the Company on the whole coaft: fo that when commerce is in a 
fiourifliing condition here, his poft is very advantageous. 

Till within thefe two laft years, the chief fa&ors of Mouree and Cormantyn had alfo 
the advantage of the Have trade of Fida and Ardra, which turned to fome account, and 
was indeed more advantageous to them than the gold trade; the commerce there being 
at fo low an ebb, that without the mentioned flave-traffic they could not live up to the 
port which the dignity of their polls required, without fuffering by it. But fince fome 
ill-meaning men have prepoffeffed the directors of the Company in prejudice of them, by 
urging that by this means they became too rich; for which reafon they have thought 
fit to entruft the flave-trade to the mailers of the Ihips which they fend hither: the 
confequence of which time will difcover ; but for my part I do not expeft they will find 
it conduce much to their intereft, for the commanders of Ihips, though very expert 
in all fea-affairs, yet being unacquainted with the Negroes, will not be able to fucceed 
very well; befides that fome of them are of fuch a boorilh nature, that they hardly 
know how to preferve the honour of the Company amongft the Negroes. I would not 
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here be underftood to fpeak of them all, for there are feveral men of very good parts 
amongil them : but the difference occafioned by this new practice will clearly appear 
with refpecl to the other Europeans trading hither; and I cannot believe it will turn 
to the advantage of the Company. But of this enough ; befides the officers employed 
in the trade on this coaft, there are the following offices : 

Firft, the chief fifcal, whofe falary is fifty guilders, and ten guilders per month for a 
fervant, befides the liberty of the general’s table. Though the fifcal’s falary feems 
very fmall, yet his perquifite profits, if he is diligent, are very large; for all the gold 
or commodities unlawfully traded for on the coaft is forfeit; of which his ffiare is one 
third part, whether the goods in queftion belong to Europeans or Negroes ; befides 
a third part of the fines fet upon the latter, and the forfeiture of wages inflicted on any 
offending officers or fervants by the governor and council: all which put together 
amount to a confiderable fum. Next the fifcal, the book-keeper-general takes place, 
whofe province is to keep the great books, and the counter-parts of the accounts of all 
our forts or lodges on the coaft; or in Ihort, to take care of all the Company’s 
accompts in this country : his falary is feventy guilders, befides ten guilders per month 
for his fervants, and for a free table is allowed twenty-five guilders more. He is gene¬ 
rally affifted by an under-book-keeper, whofe falary is thirty guilders per month, and 
two affiftants. ' Next him is the book-keeper or accomptant of the garril'on, whofe title 
fufliciently explains his office, and his falary, equal to a fub-fa£tor’s, is twenty-four 
guilders, though factors have thirty-fix guilders; fo to make amends he hath the 
power of felling by auftion the effects of all perfons who die upon the coaft, for which 
he is allowed five per cent, ad valorem ; he is alfo commonly helped by an affiftant. 
Sometimes here is alfo a fecretary, whofe falary is fifty guilders per month, and under 
him he hath three or four affiftants, but in my time we contented ourfelves with an 
under-fecretary, and the above-mentioned number of affiftants. 

The laft and moft contemptible office is that of under-fifcal, commonly called by us 
auditor, though in his walks, informer, as he really is no better; his falary is twenty 
guilders per month, and to his ffiare falls alfo a tenth of all forfeitures; his perfon is 
had in utmoft contempt by all, yet to honour him as much as poffible he takes place 
of all the fub-fa&ors, as the fifcal (who alfo is not the more loved on account of his 
office) doth of all the chief-faaors, nay, even the fecond perfon on the coaft, though 
by the governor’s leave that place not only belongs to the chief-fa£tor of Etmina, but 
to thofe of Mouree and Cormantyn. 

Having run through our temporal Hate, we now come to our fpiritual preferments, 
which are but two, the firft a minifter, with a falary of one hundred, the fecond a 
clerk, with that of twenty guilders per month, befides which, the firft hath ten guilders 
per month allowed for a fervant, and a place at the governor’s table. What do you 
think, fir, do not we pay our clergyman pretty well ? I will affure you if you think we 
live licentious lives, you are in the wrong, for we are very religious ; we are obliged to 
go to church every day, on forfeiture of twenty-five ftivers, except on Sundays and 
Thurfdays, when the forfeiture for omiffion is doubled. But I know you will reply, 
this is a forced fervice of God, and confequently not always accompanied with the 
moft fincere intentions; and to confefs the truth it is not much better, for were not 
the reftraint laid upon us, feme would rather pay a vifit elfewherc than to the church. 

Thefe being all the officers and fervants we have on the Coaft, befides workmen or 
labourers and foldiers, they are commonly ranked as follows : 

The direCtor-general: — The preacher always next the director : — The fifcal: — 
The chief-factor : — Two or three chief-faCtors befides. 
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Seven or eight faftors: — Nine or ten fub-fadors: — Eighteen or twenty affif- 
tants: — (The number of thele varies daily, fo that there are fometimes more, and 
feveral times lefs of each.) 

A Warehoufe-keeper— Accomptant or book-keeper-general : — Under-book- 
keeper : — Accomptant or book-keeper to the garrifon : — Clerk of the Church : — 
An auditor or informer. 

There not being in all upon the whole coaft fixty perfons, one third of which are 
affiftants, you may eafily conclude that any perfon who comes hither in the faid aflif- 
tanant’s place, and behaves himfelf well, upon the death of fome of his fuperiors, 
cannot mifs being preferred to a good poft ; but how the greateft part behave them- 
felves, and what fort of lives they lead, will perhaps be more proper for another place. 
And therefore to conclude this letter, I fliall only inform you how, and by whom this 
coaft is governed. 

The government or diredion of the coaft is principally veiled in the diredor-gcneral 
as the fupreme ruler, from whom all governors of the out-forts receive their commands, 
and fubordinate to whom they are obliged to ad, they not being empowered to tranfad 
any important affairs without his knowledge and entire confent; but difficult affairs, 
or thofe of greater importance, are cognizable to, and ought to be laid before 
the affembly of counfellors, or council compofed of the diredor-general; the fffcal, 
in other things befides criminal cafes; the chief-fadors; the enfign or banner- 
bearer, and fometimes the accomptant-general, who jointly make up the council: to 
which are added the factors of the out-forts as occafional or extraordinary counfellors. 
In this council every member is freely permitted to offer his thoughts on what is in 
debate ; but a wary man will be apt to obferve which fide the governor is inclined to, 
and not eafily be perfuaded to thwart him, whatever he thinks, left he Ihould fall 
under his difpleafure: this was fo well obferved during my flay here, that I believe 
there were very few refolutions of the council, which were contrary to the governor’s 
opinion: it is no very hard matter to believe this, fince fome refped is due to him, 
and befides, many have found their accompt by this fort of compliance, not thinking 
themfelves obliged to enquire whether it agreed with the intereft of the Company or 
not j it was fufficient that they ferved themfelves; the Ibirt being nearer than the coat 
(according to the proverb), they could not fee any great harm in it. But though this 
is their opinion, I have always had other fentiments, though 1 have been fometimes 
reftrained from exprefling them for reafons which I {ball hereafter give you. I have 
often fmiled at the glittering title of the “ Council of the North and South Coaft of 
Africa,” which you and others frequently give us, efpecially when I confider that we 
are nothing lefs, and though we have all the name have none of the power. I doubt 
not but you and molt in Europe take us for a regular and well-managed council, and 
that nothing is tranfaded without our confent. Alas ! my good friend, how are you 
miftaken ! but if you would be informed how far the name and real thing agree, it is 
neceffary you be firft informed that a diredor-generai is a perfon who governs all others 
from the higheft to the low eft on the coaft with an arbitrary power; who may at plea- 
fure oblige his inferiors to fubmit to his will, contrary to all reafon: and to go yet 
farther, he can difcharge them their offices and fend them off the coaft, without giving 
the leaft reafon for fo doing. Such a diredor as I have defcribed, coming into the 
council, and firmly refolved to carry the thing to be debated ; I would fain know who 
dare take the liberty to oppofe him, knowing how dear it may coft him, unlefs he be 
backed by others, which he hath no great reafon to exped: wherefore every man 
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rather choofeth to comply with a yea brother, than by contradicting the governor, to 
incur his difpleafure, and do the Company no manner of fervice. 

But if you afk me why a director, refolved to take no advice, but abfolutely follow 
his own inclinations, doth ever fummon a council; I anfwer, firft, that the directors 
of the Company may be informed that he did fo, not knowing the ufe he made of 
that affembly. Secondly, when offenders are to be punifhed with capital or corporeal 
punifhments ; that not being other.wife to be done than in form of law. And thirdly, 
for the government of the coaft, which is refolved and fettled in the council, and left 
when any thing happens wrong the governor fhould want an excufe, he now being able 
confidently to alledge that he aCted by the advice of the whole council, by whom it 
was alfo fo refolved, though their real opinions were at the fame time as different from 
their fuffrages as eafl and weft. 

In fhort, the council is of no other real ufe than to participate of the governor's 
faults, and to fhelter him from being anfwerable for them. Thus it clearly appears 
that it is impoffible for the Company's affairs to fucceed under an an ill governor: 
wherefore, for the intereft of die Company, I hope that its directors will for the future 
diminiih the governor’s power, charging him exprefsly to regulate himfelf more by the 
advice of the council; which, when the directors pleafe to do, I cannot doubt of feeing 
a more regular government on the coaft, and all affairs managed with more juftice and 
difcretion. 

Now you are juftly informed of! the nature of our council, would you defire to be a 
member ? 1 believe not; and for my part X affure you, that I would rather quit the 
honour to obtain a liberty of being in reality a counfellor, inftead of bearing the name 
only. Yours, &c. 

LETTER VIII. — The Infalubrity of the Coaft ., the Author's Opinion from •whence it 
proceeds. — The Difference bet-wixt the prefent and former Seafons. — Some Infiances 
of-violent Thunders , and the Damage occafioned by them. 

Sm, 

YESTERDAY I fealed my laft to you, on fufpicion that the fhip would fail laft 
night: but they being ftaid by an unavoidable obftacle one day longer, and I at pre¬ 
fent at leifure, I have dedicated this day to your fervice in committing the following 
lines to paper, which pleafe to honour with your perufal. 

The Guinea Gold Coaft is fituate about the fifth degree of nothern latitude, from 
which you may eafily infer that we live in a fcorching air, though not fo bad as is 
reported : for it is become too cuftomary for men in their relations rather to add than 
to diminiih. Several who have lived fome years here with me, muft own, as well as I, 
that in the months Oftober, November, December, January, February and March, 
the heat is very violent here, but it is not fo hot in the fix remaining months, but that 
it can be eafily borne without the leaft inconvenience : I have known the time when we 
could as well have endured a fire, if we had not been afliamed, as in Europe about 
September; befides, the whole year is here refrefhed with cool evenings, fo that he 
that hath lived here ten years, and confequently his body become opener than in Hol¬ 
land, will not be apt to complain very much of the heat. 

The unwholelomenefs of this coaft, in my opinion, feems chiefly owing to the heat 
of the day, and coolnefs of the night; which hidden change I am induced to believe 
occafions feveral contrary effects in our bodies, efpecially in thofe who are not accuf- 
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tomed to bear more heat, than cold, by too haltily throwing off their cloaths tq cool 
too fall. 

The fecond and greateft caufe which I can find is, that the Gold Coall, from one end 
to the other, fo greatly abounds with high mountains, in the valleys betwixt which, 
every morning, a thick, limiting, and fulphurous damp or mill rifeth, efpecially near 
rivers or watry places; which mill fo fpreads itfelf, and falls fo thick on the earth, that 
it is almolt itnpoffible to efcape the infection while we are falling, and our bodies more 
fufceptible of it than the natives. This fog happeneth mod frequently in the ill feafon 
of the fix months, which we here call winter, but more efpecially in July and Augull; 
wherefore we are more leized with ficknefs in that time than in the good feafon, or 
fummer. The flench of this unwholefome mill is very much augmented by the 
Negroes’ pernicious cullom of laying their filh, for five or fix days, to putrify before 
they eat it; and their eafing their bodies round their houfes, and all over their towns; 
and if this odious mixture of noifome flenches very much affects the Hate of health 
here, it is not to be wondered, fince it is next to impollibility, not only for new comers, 
but thofe who have long continued here, to preferve themfelves entirely from its malign 
effeils. The great difference betwixt the European air and this, is fo obfervable, that 
few come hither who are not at firJl feized by a ficknefs which carries off a great 
many, and that chiefly becaufe we are fo wretchedly unprovided with what lliould com¬ 
fort and nourilh thefe poor men ; for we have no help to have recourfe to but corrupted 
medicines, and unlkilful phyficians, they being only ignorant barbers, who bring 
feveral into the utmoll danger of their lives: whereas, nature is llrong enough, by the 
affiltance of good nourilhing diet and reltoratives, it might probably recover the pa¬ 
tient. But, alas! how Ihould he be able to get them ? For our medicines, as 1 have 
before told you, are moll of them fpoiled ; and for food, what is here to be gotten for 
the common people, befides filh and a dry lean hen ? And, indeed, were he able to 
pay for better, here is nothing proper for a weak llomach ; for all the oxen or cows, 
Jheep and hens, are dry, lean, and tough: fo that a found man, not to mention an 
infirm one, hath enough to do to eat them. So that the bell, befide proper phyfic, 
that the poor lick can get here, are culinary vegetables and fpoon-meats j the director 
and the chief fadtor are abundantly furnilhed with the former, but they are not in 
every-body’s reach. 

There are feveral who would fain perfuade us, that our men’s ficknefs here is owing 
to their own mifmanagement; urging that they might very eafily prevent it by a regu¬ 
lar life, and carefully avoiding all excelles in eating and drinking; but experience con¬ 
vinces us of their millake, for we daily fee the moll temperate and regular men feized 
with dangerous and too often mortal difeafes. 

But it is indeed to be owned, that fome people here occafion their own ficknefs, 
though that cannot be faid of all. If thefe men were more careful of their healths, 
it is more than probable that fo many would not ficken and die here yearly as now do; 
but thefe rafli and inconfiderate wretches no fooner receive their pay, than (if not al¬ 
ready indebted that fum) they lavifh it out in palm-wine and brandy; both which, 
taken in excefs, are very pernicious: which is not the only inconvenience, for fpend- 
ing their money thus idly, they do not allow themfelves fufficient to buy neceflary 
food ; the defeat of which they are then forced to fupply with bread, oil, and fait, or 
at bell with a little filh; fo that it is hardly to be expefted that thefe men Ihould be 
healthful. This is the common courfe of life which the ordinary people here lead; 
and it were to be wifhed that their example was not followed by their foperiors; ex- 
ceffive drinking being here too much in vogue; and the larger their falary is, the 
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greater their thirft appears to be, and confequently the Iefs regard had to the kitchen* 
Some are alfo very lucky if their pay be not attached, and they entered into bonds as 
deep as their prefent and future falary will fatisfy j or what is worfe yet beyond all this, 
in hopes only that their relations will fatisfy it: all which eats like a canker ; and yet 
they are by ufe fo bigotted to drinking, that it would be impoffible to keep them from 
it by blows; and to make the quicker work, they are as zealous votaries to Venus as 
to Bacchus, and fo wafle the fmall portion of ftrength left them from tippling and the 
ill air, and then adieu health, and foon after life itfelf. But it is, indeed, convenient 
it fhould be fo \ another wants his place- If men lived here as long as in Europe, it 
would be lefs worth while to come hither, and a man would be obliged to wait too 
long before he got a good poft, without which nobody will eafily return rich from 
Guinea, the chief perfons there being the only people who can lay up any thing, and 
they not near io much as is reported of them* However the money we get here is 
indeed hardly enough acquired: if you confider we flake our belt pledge, that is, our 
lives, iu order to it. 

But to return to the unhealthfulnefs of this country: — Some here diftinguifh be¬ 
twixt one place and another, and I am fomewhat inclined to their opinion: if they 
choofe thofe places where the wind blows continually and very frefh, and where the 
Negroes occafion the leaft flench, they are undoubtedly the moft healthful; and as 
fuch, I fhould prefer Boutry and Zacondee in the firfl place* 

How unwholefome lbever this country is, yet we find very few of the natives afflicted 
with any diftemper; which yet is not much to be wondered at, fmce their being 
born in this air, and bred up in the flench, are not liable to be infected with the one 
or the other* The national difeafes here are the fmall-pox and worms ; by the former 
of which, in thefe thirteen or fourteen years time, thoufands of men have been fwepfc 
away $ and with the latter, they are miferably afflicted in all parts of their bodies, but 
chiefly in their legs, which occaflons a grievous pain, which they are forced to bear 
till they can get the worm quite out, that being fometimes a month. The manner 
which the artifrs take to get it out is this: as foon as the worm is broken through the 
tumour, his head commonly firfl making its way, after they have drawn it out a little 
way, they make it fell to a Hick, about which they every day wind a fmall part of it, 
rill continuing this tedious method they have entirely wound out the whole, and the 
patient is freed from his pain. But if the worm happens to break, they are put to a 
double torture, the remainder part of the worm either rotting in the body, or breaking 
out at fome other place. The Negroes are moft afilifted with thefe worms; but 
though the Europeans are but feldom troubled with them, yet they do not efcape them 
entirely. I have feen feme Negroes who had nine or ten of them at once, with which 
they were inexpreflibly tormented* This worrn-difeafe is frequent all the coall over $ 
but our men are moft tormented with it at Cormantyn and Apam, which perhaps may 
be occafioned by the foul water which they are obliged to drink there. If you 
would know the length of thefe worms, Monfieur Focquenbrog obligeth you with a 
pathetical defeription, by which you are informed that they are fome of them an ell 
Jong, and fome as long as pikes, and have not the patience to flay till the man is dead, 
but feize him alive. 

In the country of Ante feveral Negroes are afflifted with ravenous appetites, which 
is thought to proceed from their drinking a fort of palm-wine called Crifia. 

The natives are very much to be pitied, that being fhot, cut, or otherwife wounded 
in their wars, they neither know nor have any other way of cure than by green plants, 
which they boil in water and foment the part with that decoction, which proves effectual 
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in fome cafes; thefe vegetables being endowed with a wonderful fanative virtue. . But 
others either not knowing the fimples, or being ignorant how to prepare them aright, 
apply their fomentations in vain : whilft the wound gangrenes, and at beft turns to a 
running, which continues the whole life. Thofe feized by the venereal diftemper are 
alfo incurable, except they happening to be near our fort fall into our barbers* hands; 
who, for a good large fum of money, cure them. 

Befides the above-mentioned diftempers, moft of the Negroes live healthful lives, but 
feldom arrive to a great age: the reafon of which, owing to my ignorance, 1 dare not 
pretend to aflign. It is obfervable that there are feveral grey-headed people, who look 
as if they were old, but indeed are not fo; this, perhaps, may be owing to their too 
early and exceffive venery, by which they fo enfeeble themfelves, that a man of fifty 
fa good old age here), feized by any ficknefs, generally leaves this world. Nature’s 
dictates are very early underftood here; and children of eight or nine years know very 
well how the world is propagated, and before twelve they generally reduce their know¬ 
ledge into practice: fo that it is next to an impoflibility to meet with a maid at marriage¬ 
able years. The inhabitants for that reafon, to fecure a maidenhead, marry young, 
and perhaps then have it juft as fecure as a handful of flies ; for the young children 
hearing daily fuch difcourfe as is not very proper for their ears, and which is the com¬ 
mon converfation of the Negroes, feldom have patience till they come to years of 
maturity. 

It will not be labour loft to fay fomething concerning the winter and fummer, or the 
good and bad time, as it is called here ; and the great alteration of weather, which I 
have obferved here in the fpace of ten years. The fummer is accounted to begin with 
September, and continue the five fubfequent months, and the winter takes up the re¬ 
maining fix months in the year, and is fub-divided into two rainy, two mifty, and two 
windy months: but the feafon alters fo much from year to year that - we have in a 
manner left off reckoning them; the fummer comes fometimes a whole month earlier 
one year than another, and the fame is alfo obferved of the miff and rain. In Ihort, 
they come fo confufed and uncertain, that it is impoffible to make any calculation of 
them. 

Formerly, when I firft came to the coaft, fummer and winter fucceeded alternately, 
exactly at a certain time, and the latter was much feverer than at prefent. The rains 
were fo violent, continuing for feveral days fucceflively as if the country were to be 
drowned, and we expefted a fecond deluge; but at prefent are not either fo violent 
or fo frequent. Axim, which is but twenty miles from Elmina, is generally more 
moiftened with rains than any place upon the whole coaft: and I did not a little 
wonder when I was firft placed there, that the rains continued fo long ; for alking one 
of our military officers how long it commonly lafted, he told me above eleven months 
and twenty-eight days in a year, and confequently every leap-year was bleffed with one 
whole day of fair weather : but though the officer ftretched a little, yet it is undeniably 
true, that it rains here at leaft half the year ; for which reafon only rice and trees can 
grow, the other fruits being deftroyed by too much wet. 

It is furprizing to obferve that the ftorms or travadoes, as they are here called, are 
in a few years fo very much Ieffened ; and fince I am to fpeak of the winds and thun¬ 
der here, I fliall firft take notice how violent the wind ufed to blow here. You may 
be informed by Monfieur Focquenbrog, that when he was here, fuch a great and 
fudden ftorm arofe, that the fhips at fea durft not fail with full fail, for fear of being 
overturned or fplit againft the rocks or Ihores: but at prefent here is not the leait 
reafon to be afraid; for though we are fometimes attacked by violent travadoes, or 

ftorms 


bosman's guinea. 385 

dorms of thunder, lightning, and wind, yet they do not come upon us either fc fud- 
denly or forcibly as to occafion any very remarkable damage. 

In feme old papers of the dire&or Valkenburg concerning the coad, I found that at 
Ehnina, in the year 1651, there was fuch a terrible thunder, which fo affrighted every 
body that they thought the world was at an end : the gold and filver was melted in the 
bags, which remained untouched; and their fwords broken in the fcabbards, without 
the latter being perceivably Tinged, as well as feveral ftrange accidents which then 
happened : but the paper being worm-eaten I could not didinclly read it, only 1 per¬ 
ceived that they were in difmal apprehenfions for their gunpowder, the thunder feem- 
ing mod violent where that was. 

About 1691, when I was at Boutry, there was fuch a fierce and boiderous dorm 
in the country of Ante, that hundreds or rather thoufands of trees were either thrown 
down to the ground, or bladed by lightning. The Hake which fupported our flag 
was fhattered into fplmters from top to bottom, and yet remained Handing, but fo torn 
afunder, as if one or two hundred duffels had been driven into it in order to fplit it. 
The Negroes, in the fame terrified condition with us, being of opinion that the force 
of the thunder is contained in a certain done, after the dorm was over, brought one, 
which they ridiculeufly believed had fo Hiattered our flag-pole : but no wonder they 
were of that opinion, for in Europe, where we think we are better informed, feveral 
people do not much differ from them. But what I have obferved of the effects of 
thunder, is fufficient to convince me that it is impoflible they fliould be caufed by a 
Hone ; nor is there any natural reafon for it, and with fupernatural things I have 
nothing to do, but had rather believe it the effects of a violent compreffion of air ; but 
the manner of its operation l leave the naturaliHs to determine* 

Not long after, a like accident happened to one of our fhips cruizing before Axim, 
very much injuring its main-mad and boltfprit. 

In 1693 or 1694, the thunder broke all the drinking-glaffes of the faftoris chamber, 
and railed up his child with the bed under it; both which it threw fome feet diftant, 
without the lead hurt done. What do you think, fir ? was it poflible for a Hone to do 
this ? I believe not. 

Not long after this, the Englilh fort at Acra was fo roughly handled by the thunder, 
that its walls were left fhattered with holes even to the powder-room, and fome pewter- 
porrengers were melted into a lump : it is eafy to imagine with what terror they were 
druck when they found it come fo near their powder. 

When I had the government of Mouree, one of the turrets was rent feveral feet by a 
clap of thunder; and my condable being lodged there, affirmed in the morning he 
had received a violent fhock on his arm without any farther injury ; however, I was 
in great danger ; for having the day before removed my powder, I had caufed two or 
three thoufand pounds of it to be brought into the garret, where it lay when the dorm 
began ; but I could not be eafy till it was carried to a fafer place, however before that 
could be done I was in no final! eonfufion. 

From what I have related, you may collet! what fort of weather we were formerly 
accu domed to ; which fo feldom happens at p refent, that in the fpace of three or four 
years we have not obferved any thing extraordinary of that nature to happen. 

The difference betwixt the heat and cold formerly and at prefent, is alfo very great \ 
for the heat has been here fo excdJive in dimmer-time, that we feemed to have dog- 
days as well as in Europe ; but now it is become more moderate and fupportable : the 
cold w'as aifo then fo fierce in the nights, that we were perfuaded it froze, and in reality 
we were not much in the wrong, for the earth, which ufually is very moid by reafon 
vm. xvr. 3 t> of 


bosman’s guinea. 


386 

of the clew, was on the contrary dry and appeared whitilh. Some of my predeceffors 
affirmed, that coming into their accompting-houfe in the morning, they foond their 
ink frozen: the truth of which I will not determine, but only hand it to you as I re¬ 
ceived it. 

But this I affure you, that we have felt nights fo cold about September, that they 
made us fhake, as I told you before. The prefent winters are indeed cold, but not fo 
feyere as formerly, though they continue longer ; for we have two thirds, or at leaft 
half of the year winter : which while I am writing I believe you begin to think of, and 
I wifli it may happen to you in due l’eafon, and be fo mild as not to give you the leaft 
uneafinefs, but afford you as much pleafure as is poffible to be wilhed by. Yours, See. 

LETTER IX. — Of the natural D if portion and Manners of the Negroes on the Gold 
Coqft ; that they are very fraudulent and crafty, idle, and carelefs: — Of their 
Clothing , Education of Children , and Compliments: — Their courteous Reception of 
Vifdants ; and their Manner of vijiting amongfl the great Men: — Of their manual 
Arts ; Navigation, Tiffing, and Agriculture; — The Difference of Languages on the 
Gold Coajl: — Their Nobility; how many Degrees of Preference atmngjl them.: — 
Their carelefs ill-contrived way of Building, and making their Roads : — Their mufical 
Injlruments : — They have no Beggars amongfl them, only thofe ffamelefs ones who do 
not want. — A Defcription of the Mulattoes. 

Sir, 

YOURS of the 24th, reached me in very good time. But my prefent intended 
fubjeft is likely fo to over-charge this, that for want of room I ffiall be obliged to defer 
anfwering yours till the next opportunity, when I prornife not to fail. 

I defign to treat of the natural temper of the natives j and if this letter doth not fwell 
to an unufual bulk, I ffiall be at a lofs to do juftice to my fubjeft: wherefore I muft beg 
your excufe for crowding fo many things into one letter fo im methodically, for you are 
prefented \Vith them as they occur to me j and fo, fir, be pleafed to accept them. 

To begin. The Negroes are all without exception, crafty, villainous and fraudu¬ 
lent, and very feldom to be trufted, being fure to flip no opportunity of cheating an 
European, nor indeed one another. A man of integrity is as rare among them as a 
white falcon, and their fidelity feldom extends farther than to their matters: and it 
would be very furprifing, if, upon a femtiny into their lives, we fhould find any of them 
whofe perverfe nature would not break out fometimes, for they indeed feem to be born 
and bred villains ; all forts of bafenefs having got fuch fure footing in them, that it is 
impoffible to lie concealed, and herein they agree very well with what authors tell us 
of the Mufcovites. Thefe degenerate vices are accompanied with their fillers, floth 
and idlenefs, to which they are fo prone that nothing but the utmoft neceffity can force 
them to labour: they are befides fo incredibly carelefs and ftupid, and are fo little 
concerned at their misfortunes, that it is hardly to be obferved by any change in them 
whether they have met with any good or ill fuccefs. An inftance of which is, that 
when they have^ obtained a victory over their enemies, they return home diverting them- 
felves with leaping and dancing : but if on their fide they are beaten out of the field, 
and utterly routed, they yet feaft and are merry, and dance, and can cheerfully fport 
arouna a grave. In ffiort, profperity and adverfity are no other wife diftinguiffiable in 
them than in the c loathing and (having of their head, of which more hereafter. Mon- 
fieur 1* ocquenbrog’s defcription of them is undeniably true, when he informs us that 
they feaft at graves, and if they ffiould fee their country in flames, would cry out “ let 
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it bum,” and not fuffer it in the leaft to interrupt their Tinging, dancing and drinking : 
that they are equally infenfible of grief or neceflity. Ting till they die, and dance into 
the grave. 

This defcription is fo pertinent, I believe it cannot be mended in fo few words. It 
is true indeed, that they very greedily heap up money and goods, to which their minds 
are ftrongly inclined : but after that they fet fo fmall a value, upon them, that if they 
meet with a very great lofs, you can never perceive it by their carriage, it never robs 
them of an hour’s repofe; and they are no fooner at their refting place, but like the 
beafts, they fleep perfectly undifturbed by any melancholy refleftions : fo that the advice, 
not to take care for the morrow, feems defigned more peculiarly for the pra&ife of 
thefe men. 

Their young are extraordinarily vain, and defirous to pafs for perfons of quality, 
though perhaps but Haves; notwithftanding which they mighty carefully adorn their 
bodies, and are very fine in their way. 

But now let us fee how they manage the affairs of drefs. The fafhiom of adorning 
their heads are very various; forne vrear very long hair curled and platted together, 
and tied up to the crown of the head; others turn their hair into very fmall curls, 
moiftening them with oil and a fort of die, and then adjuft them in the fhape of rofes ; 
between which they wear gold Fetiches, or a fort of coral here called Conte de Terra, 
which is fometimes of a quadruple value to gold, as alfo a fort of blue coral, which we 
call Agrie, and the Negroes Accorri, which being moderately large, is fo much valued 
that it is generally weighed againft gold. They are very fond of our hats, never think¬ 
ing they pay too much for them. Their arms, legs and waift are adorned with gold, 
and the above-mentioned forts of coral. Their common habit is made of three, or four 
ells of either velvet, filk, cloth, Perpetuana, or feme fort of ftuff; and feveral have 
this fort of habit or Paan, as they call it, made of fifty forts of ftuff. This they'throw 
about the body and roll it up into a ftnall compafs, and make it faft ; fo that it hangs 
from the navel downwards, covering the legs half w'ay: about their arms they alfo 
wear ornamental rings made of ivory, gold, filver, &c. and about their necks, firings 
or chains of gold, and coral amongft their above-mentioned drefs ; and 1 remember to 
have feen feveral of thefe firings or chains worth above one hundred pounds fterling. 
But thefe are the jewels, and they who want them are no company for thofe who have 
them. 

The Manceroes, or youth, do not drefs themfelves fo pompoufly ; but the Coboceros 
or chief people are as meanly and plainly habited, choofing rather to pafs for poor than 
rich men. They wear only a good Paan, a cap make of hart’s (kin upon their heads, 
and a ftaff in their hands, like the old lfraelites, and a firing or chain of coral about 
their heads: and this is the drefs they daily appear in. 

The commonalty, fuch as wine-drawers, fifhermen, and fuch like, are very poorly 
habited ; feme with an ell or two of ferry fluff, others with a fort of girdle only drawn 
through between their legs, and wrapped about them juft to hide their nakednefs; to 
which the fifhermen add a cap made of harts 1 fkins or rufhes, though moft of them 
endeavour to get an old hat of the failors, which ferves them in hot as well as cold 
weather. The men here are not fo very much addicted to ftuiiptuous attire ; but pride 
even amongft the favage, as well as in the Netherlands and all Europe over, feems to 
have eftabiifhed its throne amongft the female fex : and ac, dingly the women's drefc 
is richer than the men's. Ladies plat their hair very artful!) nd place their Fetiches, 
coral and ivory with a judicious air, and go much finer than le men. About their 
necks they wear gold chains and firings of coral, befides ten or twelve fmall white firings 
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of Conte de Terra and gold ; about their arms and legs alfo they are plentifully ftored 
therewith, and they wear them fo thick about their waift, that their nakednefs would 
be fufficiently covered thereby if they wore no clothes $ and the rather becauie they 
always have a garter or rather girdle* Perhaps Mr* Conftantyn Huygens thought of 
our black miftrelfes, when he advifeth the men to two, and fome women to three gar¬ 
ters ; and if ftockings were in fafhion here, three garters would be foon thought as 
neceffary as one is now : but this by the by. To return to our Negro ladies : on the 
lower part of their bodies they wear a Paan, which often is three or four times as long 
as that of the men: this they wind around their waift, and bind it on with a fillet of 
red cloth, or fomething elfe about half an ell broad and two ells long, to make it fit 
clofe to the body, both ends of the fillet hanging out on their Paan, which in ladies 
of quality is adorned with gold and filver lace : on the upper part of their body they 
caft a veil of filk or fome other fine fort of fluff, whilfl their arms are beautified with 
rings of gold, fiiver and ivory* Thefe female Negroes, I can allure you, are fo well 
Ikilled in their fafhions, that they know how to drefs themfelves up fufficiently tempt¬ 
ing to allure feveral Europeans; but their greateft power is over thofe who make 
no difference betwixt white and black, efpeeially when the former colour is not to be 
found. 

Having done with their clothes, let us fee how they educate their children, with 
which the men never trouble themfelves in the leaft, nor the women much indeed : the 
mother gives the infant fuck for two or three years ; which over, and they able to go, 
then it is. Turn out, brutes : if it be hungry fhe gives it a piece of dry bread, and fends 
it abroad wherever it pleafes, either to the market, or to the feadide to learn to fwim, 
or any where elfe: nobody looks after it, nor is it any body’s bufinefs to hinder its 
progrefs* Thefe children are as well contented with dry bread, as ours with all man¬ 
ner of delicacies ; they neither think of nor know any delicacies, nor are their mothers 
troubled with them, but do' their bufinefs undifturbed : when, on the other fide, if our 
children can but go alone, we are"continually perplexed with thoufands of fears of 
fome or other ill accidents befalling them. 

Child-bearing is here as little troublefome as the men can wiffi ; here is no long 
Jyingdn, nor expensive gofliping or groaning-feafts, I once happened to be near the 
place where a Negro woman was delivered of two children in the fpace of one quarter 
of an hour ; and when fhe feemed moft uneafy, I found it was not fufficient to urge any 
fhrieks or cries from her, but the very fame day I faw her go to the fea-fide to wafli 
herfelf without ever thinking of returning to her bed : and indeed moft women are,here 
equally eafy in this particular, though it happens (but that is very feldomj that a 
woman is obliged by illnefs to keep her bed fome days. Here is no provifions made 
for linen or any neceffaries for the new-born infant, and yet all its limbs grow vigorous 
and proportionate as in Holland, except only that they have larger navels than ordinary 
with us ; but this is the mother’s fault. If child-bearing were in all particulars lb ealy 

in our country, --but no more of this, left you Ihould tell your lady, and fhe bring 

the Dutch women about my ears, and it is not very advifeable to anger them. But to 
return to our fubjeft j the child is nofooner born than the prieft (here called Feticheer 
or Confoe) is fentfbr, who binds a parcel of ropes and coral and other traffi about the 
head, body, arms and legs of the infant; after which he exorcifes, according to their 
accuftomed manner, by which they believe it is armed againft all ficknefs and ill acci¬ 
dents *■) and doubriefs this is as effectual as if: done by the Pope hinifelfi By this you 
may obferve what power the priefts have over evil fpirits \ but when I come to defcribe 
the marriage and married lives of the Negroes, I fhall prefent you with fomething more 
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concerning child-bearing; and at prefent proceed, only informing you that thefe ropes 
and trafli ierve the children mftead of clothes, commonly till they are feven or eight 
years of age 5 at which period they pride themfelves in a neceffary lappet of half an ell 
of fluffs, 

if the father isji fiflisruiEm or liufljaiidman, <md the child a. malej he breeds liini up to 
his avocation very early; and the child now beginning to find that he muft foon fhift 
for himfelf, he is fure to fecure all that a convenient opportunity will give him leave 
againft that rime, which his parents never contradift. 

f have hinted with what forry and how little food the Negroes content their children ■ 
which would hardly be poflible if they fared delicioufly themfelves- But they are not 
guilty of this fort of intemperance, but live rather too foberly, two-pence a day being fuffi- 
cient to diet one of them. Their common food is a pot full of millet boiled to the con- 
fiftence of bread, or in Head of that, jambs and potatoes ; over which they pour a little 
palm-oil, with a few boiled herbs, to which they add a (linking fifh. This they elteem 
a nice difh, for it is but feldom they can get the fifh and herbs : as for oxen, flieep, 
hens, or other flefli, they only buy that for holidays; of which more in another place! 
.The Negroes are not fo fparing in their diet becaufe they do not defire better food, of 
which we have fufficient proof when they eat with us, for they are then fure to fatiate 
themfelves with the bell at the table, at that rate, as if they were laying in for three 
days. Nor is it for want of money that they live thus, but only out of pure fordid 
coveto ufnefs. 

1 have been fometimes of opinion that they thought all dear things unwholefome. 
The diet I have deferibed, is that of the commonalty ; nor do the rich fare much 
better : they allow themfelves a little more fillr, and a few more herbs. But for an 
extraordinary dilh they take filh, a handful of com, as much dough, and feme palm- 
oil, which they boil together in water, and this they call Mallaget; and is, I can alfure 
you, a lordly entertainment amongft them ; and, to fpeak truth, it is no very difagree- 
able food to thofe who are ufed to it, and is very wholefoine in this country. 

Though the Negroes eat fo poorly and fo little, they drink the more, being great 
lovers of flrong liquor; and let the world go how it will, they muft have brandy in 
the morning, and palm-wine in the afternoon; and lie that hath one penny in money, 
thirfteth after three pennyworth of drink, which is welcome to them night and day ; 
and we are forced to give ft rift orders to our men to watch our cellars at night, for 
they know too well how to get at them. They are fo befotted to ftrong liquors and 
tobacco, that you may equally entruft bacon to a cat, as either of them within their 
power. The women are as guilty of this vice as the men; and, as if it were a virtue, 
their children are taught it at the age of three or four years. 

The falutarions and civilities of the Negroes claim a place here, as being remarkably 
peculiar. Upon accidentally meeting each other, the falutarion is pulling off the hat' 
or cap, or uncovering the head, amongft thofe Negroes who converle with us ; but the 
in-land people do not efteem the uncovering of the head for any fign of refpeft. Next, 
they afk after each other’s welfare, but not like our manner, by enquiring after one 
another’s health ; but the firft queftion is, “ How did you Deep ?” to which the reply 
is, “ Very welland the other returns the queftion to the firll, who, if he hath flept 
well, tells him fo. From whence we may obferve, that the Negroes conceive good 
found deep ro be the meft neceffary prefervative of health. When one Negro is 
vifited by another, he takes his gueft by the hand, and nipping his two middle fingers 
together, lie bids him welcome: this is the ceremony in ufe, if this be his firft vifit: 
but if he hath been there before, and is returned again, he exprefleth his welcome by 
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telling him, “ You went out and are returned,” intimating they wifii him good fortune; 
to which he anfwers, * £ I am come againand this pafleth current on both fides for 
refined civility. They are very obligingly civil, when they receive vifits from a perfon 
who lives in another country. ' As foon as the compliments are paffed, the wife, or a 
fhe-flave, brings water, greafe or ointment, to walh and anoint the ftranger, herein 
agreeing with the ancient times, who were accuftomed to waih and anoint the feet of 
their guefts. 

The vifits of kings, and thofe of the bell rank, are accompanied with feveral odd 
ceremonies: for inltance, when a lord or king of a town is advanced very near to, or 
reaches that king’s town he intends the honour of a vifit to, he difpatches one of his 
attendants to compliment and adviie him of his coming; who, on the other fide, is 
fure to fend back a meffenger of his own, with his ambaffador, to compliment and 
allure him of a hearty welcome. While they are on their way, the king or general 
ranges all his foldiers in battle-array, in the market-place, or before his palace ; thefe 
being frequently about three or four hundred men, who fit down, expecting the 
approach of their gueft ; who, to exprefs his Hate and grandeur the moll effectually, 
takes care to advance but liowly, and is attended by a great number of armed men, 
who, leaping and dancing, alfo make a difmal military noife. 

Having at lall reached the place where the other fits expe&ing him, he doth not 
make diredly towards him, but detaches all his unarmed people of falhion to prefent 
their hands, by way of falutation, to the other’s men, that are next or around him, 
as well as to himfelf: after all which, at lall, the two kings or generals, armed with 
Ihields, make their mutual approaches; and if the vifitant be of higher rank than 
himfelf, or he defigns to honour him with an extraordinary reception, he embraces 
and bids him welcome three times fuccefiively: but if his vifitant be below him, he 
welcomes him by barely thrice prefenting his hand to him, and filliping his middle 
finger, which is done in three lucceffive advances; which being ended, the guelt and 
his attendance fit down oppolite to the other, expecting him to come and welcome him 
and his followers, which is alfo foon after done, with three circular advances; after 
which he returns to his place and fits down, fending perfons to falute and welcome the 
reft of his vifitant’s troop, to alk after their health and the intent of their coming, 
which the chief generally anfwers by meffengers of his own. Thefe mutual ceremonies 
frequently lall an hour or two, or till the entertainer rifes and obliges his gueft to go 
into his houfe, where he is prelented by the king and the great men of the town with 
Iheep, fowl, jammes, or whatever is agreeable; and thus ended this tedious falutation, 
which I have fpent too much time in defcribing; but I hope you will not be tired with 
it, for in order to abridge it I have omitted feveral circumilances. 

In the beginning of this letter, I told you the Negroes were very idle, and not eafdy 
prevailed on to work, as well as that they had yery few manual arts ; all which, indeed, 
are employed chiefly in the making of wooden or earthen cups, troughs, matting of 
chairs, making of copper ointment-boxes, and arm-rings of gold, filver, or ivory, 
with fome other trafh. Their chief handicraft, with which they are beft acquainted, 
being the fmithery; for with their forry tools they can make all forts of war-arms that 
they want, guns only excepted, as well as whatever is required in their agriculture and 
houfe-keeping. They have no notion of fteel, and yet they make their fables and 
all cutting inftruments. Their principal tools are a kind of hard ftone, inftead of an 
anvil, a pair of tongues, and a fmall pair of bellows, with three or more pipes, which 
blow very ftrong, and are an invention of their own. Thefe are mod of their arts, 
befides that of making of Fetiches, which I have before informed you of j but their 
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moft artful works are the fine gold and filver hat-bands, which they make for us, the 
thread and contexture of which is fo fine, that I queftion whether our European artifts 
would not be put to it to imitate them : and indeed if they could, and were no better 
paid than the Negroes, they would be obliged to live on dry bread. 

You mull not take it ill that this letter is filled up with a medley of all forts of fub- 
jefts ; that, according to our proverb, “ I jump from the ox to the afs for I ufually 
write what firft occurs to my memory. Having once mentioned their navigation, 
which is not very confiderable, I fliall acquaint you they ufe a fort of boats called 
Canoas, the largeft of which are about thirty foot long, and fix broad : from this fize 
they go down to the fmalleft fort, which are about thirteen or fourteen foot long 
and three or four broad; the biggeft of thefe being capable of carrying a reafonable 
merchant-man’s boat lading; we generally ufe them in the tranfportation of our 
goods from place to place: they are rowed in proportion to their fixe, by two, three, 
five, feven, nine, eleven, or fifteen rowers; which, when they exceed two, muft 
always be an odd number, becaufe they are obliged to fit in couples, and an odd one 
is requifite to (leer, Inftead of oars they ufe a fort of paddle, made like a fpade, 
having a handle about the fame length; with which paddling the water, with an under¬ 
hand ftroke,-they keep the Canoa in a very fwift courfe. With the lead fort of Canoas, 
with two or three men in each, they generally go a filhing, which leads me to their 
fi filing-tackling, confiding of great and finall hooks, alfo harping-irons, which they 
ufe when they have hooked a great fifli: they are befides fumifhed with calling as 
well as other large nets, which laft they plant in the fea over-night, and draw them in 
the morning, when they are frequently full of all forts of fifh; but if a fword-fifh, 
or any other fuch rough gueft happens to get in the net, it is fure to be tom in pieces 
with the fword’s fnout; but this damage is eafily prevented, if the Negroes are 
timely informed of it; for they go two or three Canoas in company, well furnifhed 
with harping-irons; and confidering they greedily eat this fort of fifli, if they can but 
take him, he makes amends for two or three broken nets. 

I fliall here fay nothing of their agriculture, not only becaufe I have already touched 
upon it, but by reafon I hope for a better opportunity of treating that fubjeft. 

Though the Gold Coaft is not extended above fixty miles in length, yet we find 
there feven or eight feveral languages, fo different that three or four of them are 
interchangeably unintelligible to any but the refpeaive natives. The Negroes of Jun- 
more, ten miles above Axim, cannot underftand thofe of Egira, Abocroe, Ancober, 
and Axim : there is indeed a vaft difference in their languages. That of Axim is a 
very diiagreeable brutal found ; that of Ante very different from it, though not much 
more beautiful; but more lhocking is that of Acra, not having the leaft fimilitude with 
any of the reft. The other Coaft Negroes, thofe of Aquamboe only excepted, generally 
underftand one another ; but the in-land Negroes is by much the pleafanteft and moll 
agreeable; I mean thofe of Dinkira, Akim, Acanny, and Adorn; this difference is 
eafily difcernible to a perfon but the leaft acquainted with their languages, and appears 
as that betwixt Brabanders and foreigners: and if the Negroes, whom we daily con- 
verfe with, who live about our forts, expreffed themfelves as agreeably as the others, 
it would be no difficult matter to learn their language in two or three years, which we 
find at prefent we can fcarce do in ten, at leaft not in any fort of perfection, Some 
of us amongft which I dare reckon myfelf, have made fuch a progrefs, that we 
underftand the greateft part of it, though we can hardly hit the pronunciation. The 
found of fome words is fo ftrange, that though we have often endeavoured to ex- 

nrefs them with our European letters, yet we have never been able to do it; and the 
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Negroes can neither write nor read, and confequently have no nfe of letters, which 
renders it impoflible for us to trace their faults. Dr. Dapper, who never was here, 
hath adventured to exprefs their words; which, though I may pretend to fome know¬ 
ledge of their languages, I dare not attempt, being affured I fliall not fucceed much 

better than he. , 

Could the Negroes, as I have faid, either read or write, we ihould be able To learn 
their tongues fpeedily, by obferving the letters which ex prefled each thing ; but having 
no other affiftance than the bare found, I think it is folly to attempt farther. Where¬ 
fore, fir, I hope you will expect no more on this head. 

I remember to have met with fome hints in a certain author tending to a defcription 
of feveral rfoble families; but in all the time of my refidence here, I have not been 
able to difcover what fort of people thefe were who put any value upon the nobility of 
families: I fhall not take up much of your time in enquiries what dilference there is 
betwixt one Negro and another, or why one is more efteemed than another; for if I 
Ihould dwell ever fo long on this fubje&, the refuk is, only the richeft man is the moll 
honoured, without the leaft regard to nobility. 

I have obferved five degrees of men amongft the Negroes j the firft of which are 
their kings or captains, for the word is here fynonymous. 

The fecond, their Caboceros, or chief men; which reducing to our manner of ex- 
prefiion, we Ihould be apt to call them Civil fathers; whofe province is only to take 
care of the welfare of the city or village, and to appeafe any tumult. 

The third fort are thofe who have acquired a great reputation by their riches, either 
devolved on them by inheritance or gotten by trade. And thefe are the perfons which 
fome authors have reprefented as noblemen ; but whether they are in the right or not, 
fhall hereafter plainly appear. 

The fourth are the . common people employed in the tillage of wines, agriculture and 
fifliing. 

The fifth and laft are the Caves, either fold by their relations, taken in war, or come 
fo by poverty. 

Thefe five being the only degrees which are to be found amongft the Negroes; let 
us enquire by what means they arrive at any of the three firft. 

Firft, the dignity of king or captain in moft of thefe countries, defcends hereditarily 
from father to ion, and in defeft of ilfue to the next male-heir; though fometimes fo 
much regard is had to his riches in Caves and money, that he who is plentifully ftored 
with thefe, is often preferred to the right heir. 

The inauguration of a king is not clogged with many pompous ceremonies; for 
coronations and coronation-oaths being here equally unknown, the new king is Ihewn 
to the people, and fometimes carried through his territories ; and the whole affair ter¬ 
minates in one merry day: but in cafe of competitorfhip, when two pretend to that 
dignity at the fame time ; for confirmation of the loyalty of their followers, each pre¬ 
tender obliges his refpective party to an oath of allegiance j without this happens all 
things run very fmoothly, fome offerings only made, as ufua-1 here on all folenm 
occafions. The principal men or Caboceros are commonly limited to a fet number; 
but fome of them dying, and the vacancies not filling, when upon affembling together 
they find their number too fniall, they chofe out ot the commonalty perlons well ad¬ 
vanced in years to compleat their number (for y^png men are feldom admitted into 
this honourable aflembly), who are obliged to exprefs their gratitude to their electing 
brethren by a prefent of a cow and fome drink j alter which they are lawfully admitted 
and confirmed. The cuftom of Axim obliges the candidate for this dignity to be a 
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■native of that country living at Axiin, at leaft keeping a houfe there, inhabited by one 
of his wives, or fome of his family, and fometimes refiding there himfelf; which is 
fomewhat like our being obliged to keep fire and light to preferve our right of citizens 
in Holland. If there be one alone, or feveral, he or they are all brought to our fort 
and prefented to ourfaftor, with a requeft that they may be admitted into their fociety ; 
who, if he hath nothing to object againft him, adminifters an oath to him on the Bible, 
obliging him to be and remain true to the Nether landers, and to aid and affift them 
to the utmoft of his power againft all their enemy’s whatfoever, whether Europeans 
Or Negroes, and deport himfelf on all occafions as a loyal fubjeft: after which he takes 
an oath, not unlike the former, refpecting his own nation ; both which oaths are con¬ 
firmed by an imprecation, ** That God would flrike him dead if he fwore contrary to 
his intentions, or doth not keep his oath j” in farther confirmation of which the Bible 
is held to his brealt and laid on his head, which are the ceremonies ufed to render the 
oath obligatory: this done, the faftor having regiftered his name, acknowledges him a 
member of their afiembly, and admits him to all the rights, privileges, and advantages 
appendant thereto; and having made the due prefems to his brethren, he is a Caboceer 
during his life. In other places on the coaft the election of a Caboceer is fomewhat 
different; but it being fo well regulated at Axim, I fliall content myfelf with defcribing 
that only. 

The third fort of Negroes are thofe enriched either by inheritance or trade; who, to 
acquire a reputation and great name amongft their fellow-citizens, buy about feven 
fmall elephants’ teeth, which they make into blowing-horns j upon which they caufe 
their family to be taught all fort of tunes ufual, according to the extravagant courfe 
of the country: which, when they have learned, they inform all their relations and 
acquaintance that they intend to fliew their blowing-horns publicly, that they may 
come and make merry with them for feveral days together ; whilft they, their wives, 
and flaves appear with as much pomp and fplendour as is poffible, borrowing gold and 
coral of their friends to make the greater Ihow, and diftributing prefents amongft them: 
fo that this extravagant ceremony becomes very expen five. This initiatory feftival 
being over they are free to blow upon their horns at pleafure, which none are per¬ 
mitted who have not thus aggrandized themfelves; but if they are inclined to divert 
themfelves are obliged to borrow them. How contradictory is the courfe of things in 
this world! in fome places men are obliged to beg hard and make intereft for horns, 
whilft they come home to the houfes of others as unexpefted as undefired. 

A Negro thus far advanced in honour, ufually makes himfelf mailer of fir ft one and 
then another fiiield : of which he makes a fhew as public and pompous as that of the 
horns ; and is obliged to lie the firft night with all his family in battle array in the 
open air, intimating that he will not be afraid of any danger or hardfhip in defence of 
his people. After which he pafles the next and the remaining days of the feaft, which 
are generally about eight, in fhooting and martial exercifes, as well as dancing and all 
forts of mirth; himfelf, his wives, and family being as richly dreft as they poflibly 
can; and all that he hath in the world expofed to public view, and removed from 
place to place. But this feftival is not fo expenfive as the former; for inftead of 
making prefents, as ufual in that, he here on the contrary receives very valuable pre- 
fents; and when he defigns to divert himfelf, or go to the war, he is permitted to 
carry two fhields : a favour not allowed to any who hath not thus qualified himfelf. 

Thefe are the nobility which authors boaft of on this coaft; but that in reality they 
are not fo is plain, becaufe no perfon can ennoble himfelf, but muft be fo by birth, or 
by creation of another: in which they are both deficient; for by birth they are only 
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flaves, and confequently widely diftant from nobles, and they owe their advance only 
to themfelves and their money; their port of honour here being always open to him 
who is rich enough to bear the expence, Befides, in other places nobility engages 
thofe honoured with it firmly in the public fervice of their King or country; which 
thefe are not the leaft concerned for, applying themfelves to nothing but trade * but if 
any are foud of having them gentlemen and noblemen, I Ihall let them remain fo. 
And it will not a little redound to my honour, that I have for feverai years fuccefiively 
been waited on by one of thefe noblemen in the capacity of a footman, without having 
the ieaft refpeft to his nobility. 

The fourth and fifth fort need no other account to be given of them, than that they 
are common people and flaves. 

Thyfe blowing-horns naturally lead me to a defcription of the mufical inftruments 
with which they divert themfelves. But 1 fliall firfl inform you that the Negroes, in 
building their villages, have not the leaf!: regard to the pleafantnefs of the htuation. 
With us, indeed, it is ufual, and is doubtlefs very reafonable to put a high value 
upon a fine profpefl: and pleafant walks; but thefe lumpifh wretches frequently choofe 
a dry and difagreeable place to build on; negle&ing at the fame time well-planted hills, 
charming valleys, and beautiful rivers; which they have in great abundance, and 
ferve them for no ufe nor afford them any diverfion. They are full as indifferent and 
negligent in the making of their roads, they being generally as rough and perverfe as 
the people themfelves: a road which need not to be above two miles in length, fre¬ 
quently becomes three by its crookednefs and unevennefs; and though they have been 
often made fenfible of this inconvenience by us, and a very little trouble would mend 
them, yet they will not alter them; the way once made mufl ftill remain, though it 
leads them twice as far out of the way. 

Their mufical inftruments are various, and very numerous; but all of them yield a 
horrid and barbarous fhocking found; the chief of them are the mentioned horns, 
made, as I have already told you, of finall elephants’ teeth ; though not fo very final! 
but fome of them weigh betwixt twenty and thirty pounds, and others more: to 
adorn thefe they cut in them feverai images of men and beafts; and that fo finely that 
it feems to be done literally in obedience to the fecond commandment: for, indeed, it 
is difficult to difcera whether they are moft like men or beafts ; at the lower end of 
thefe horns is a piece of rope coloured black with hen’s or fheep’s blood, and at the 
final! end is a fquare hole ; at which by blowing they produce a fort of extravagant 
noife; which they reduce to a fort of tone and meafure, and vary as they pleafe: 
fometimes they blow upon thefe horns fo well, that though it is not agreeable, yet it is 
not fo horrid as to require a whole bale of cotton annually to flop one’s ears, as Focquen- 
brog has it. ^ 

Their fecond fort of inftruments are their drums, of which there are about ten 
feverai forts, but moft of them are excavated trees, covered at one end with a fheep- 
fkin, and left open at the other, which they fet on the ground like a kettle-drum, and 
when they remove it they hang it by a firing about their necks : they beat on thefe 
drums with two long flicks, made hammer-fafhion, and fometimes with a ftraight flick 
or their bare hands, all which ways they produce a difinal and horrid noife : the drums 
being generally in confort with the blowing of the horns, which afford the moll charm¬ 
ing a es mu fie that can be imagined : to help out this they always fet a little boy to 
ftrike upon a hollow piece of iron, with a piece of wood, which alone makes a 
nolle more deteftable than the drums and horns together. 
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Of late they have invented a fort of fmall drums, covered on both fides with a fkin, 
and extended to the fliape of an hour-glafs ; the noife they afford is very like that our 
boys make with their pots they play with on holidays, with this difference only, 
that thefe have iron rings, which makes fome alteration in the found. It would be 
ridiculous to tire you with all the inftruments of the Negroes; I foal! therefore take 
leave of this fubject, by defcribing the belt they have, which is a hollow piece of 
wood, of two hands-breadth long, and one broad; from the hinder-part of this a flick 
comes crofs to the fore-part, and upon the inftrument are five or fix extended firings; 
fo that it bears fome fort of fnnilitude to a fmall harp, or, if you will, is not very 
unlike the modern Greek mufical inftruments, and affords by much the moft agreeable 
found of any they have here. Having faid enough on this fubjeft, let us turn ourfelves 
to another. 

What is moft commendable among the Negroes, is, that we find no poor amongft 
them who beg; for though they are never fo wretchedly poor, they never beg ; the 
reafon of which is, that when a Negroe finds he cannot fubfift, he binds himfelf for a 
certain fum of money, or his friends do it for him; and the mafter to whom he hath 
obliged himfelf, keeps him in all neceflaries, fetting him a fort of talk, which is not in 
the leaft flavifh, being chiefly to defend his mafter on occafion, and in fowing time to 
work as much as he himfelf pleafes. So that, as I have before told you, here are no 
beggars obliged to be fo by poverty ; but fhamelefs beggars, without the leaft neceflity, 
are fo plentiful, that they all undiftinguifhably deferve that name: a king himfelf is 
not afhamed to beg, and that for fuch mean things as he might buy for one penny 
or two-pence j they are fo fcandaloufly importunate, that it is impoffible to get from 
them without giving them fomething. 

Though I have been tedious in this, I hope ybu will pardon it; for I muft own my 
Itch of fcribbling is not yet over, and I cannot help giving you an account of a won¬ 
derful and extraordinary fort of people, I mean the Tapceyers or Mulattoes, a race 
begotten by Europeans upon the Negro or Mulatto women. This baftard ftrain is 
made up of a parcel of profligate villains, neither true to the Negroes nor us, nor in¬ 
deed dare they trufl one another; fo that you very rarely fee them agree together. 
They aflume the name of Chriftians, but are as great idolaters as the Negroes them- 
felves. Moft of the women are public whores to the Europeans, and private ones to 
the Negroes ; fo that I can hardly give them a character fo bad as they deferve. I can 
only tell you, whatever is in its own nature worft in the European and Negroes, is 
united in them; fo that they are the fink of both. The men, moft of which are 
foldiers in our fervice, are cloathed as we are, but the women prink up themfelves in a 
particular manner: thofe of any fafhion wear a fine fhift, and over that a fhort jacket 
of filk or fluff, without fleeves, which reaches from under the arms to their hips, 
fattened only at the Ihoulders: upon their heads they wear feveral caps, one upon the 
other; the uppermoft of which is of filk, plated before and round at the top, to 
make it lit fait; upon all which they have a fort of fillet, which comes twice or thrice 
around the head. Thus dreffed, they make no fmall Ihew: on the lower part of their 
body they are cloathed as the Negro-women are; and thofe who are poor are only 
dittingu I (liable by their drefs, they going naked in the upper part of their body- 

The whole brood, when young, are far from hand fome, and when old, are only fit 
to fright children in their beds. If a painter were obliged to paint envy, I could wifti 
him no better original to draw after than an old Mulatto-woman. In procels of time 
their bodies become fpeckled with white, brown, and yellow fpots, like the tigers, 
w hich they alio refembie in their barbarous nature; but I lhall here leave them, for 
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fear it may be thought that I am prejudiced by hatred againft them ; but fo far from 
that, that there is not a Angle perfon who hath any thing to do with them, but he, 
mult own they are not worth fpeaking to. Well, as difagreeable as it is to be obliged 
to fuch company,- I have this fatisfaction, that it cannot be fo irkfome to me here, as 
it will be agreeable to me to tell you in a few months, viva voce, how much I am 
yours, Sc c. 


LETTER X. — Dcfcribing the feverat Religions of the Negroes ; their Opinions of a 
Deity, and different Sentiments concerning the Creation of Man. — Manner of folemn 
/wearing on feveral Occaftons ; the Manner of ajkmg Quejlions of their Idol, how it is 
managed, and the Frauds of their Priejls on that Account; bow , and on what Orca¬ 
dians^ public and folemn Exercifes of Religion are here enjoined ; every private Perfon 
hath his particular falfe God, and Holidays which he appoints in honour of that; the 
Offerings to it. — Which would be the mojl effectual Way to convert the Negroes to 
Chrifiianity . — Of their forbidden Meats. — Their Opinions concerning their falfe Gods 
the Reward of Good and Evil . — Of Murder and Adultery , £s fc. wherefore amongst 
them. — Various Opinions of a future Life . — Miraculous Priejls living in the in-land 
Country. — What the Negroes think of Devils, Conjurors and Apparitions ; how they 
ejehl Devils. — Only two Fcffivals among them. — The Difference betwixt fortunate and 
unfortunate Days . — They are very fuperjliiious ; an In/lance thereof 

Sir, 

MY lafl was very long, and if I treat the fubject largely, this will not be much 
fhorter. For the religion of the Negroes, of which I defign to fpeak, will afford mat¬ 
ter enough for a book alone, by reafon of the numerous and different forts of it ; for 
there is no village or town, nay, I had almofl faid no private family which doth not 
differ from another on this head ; but not thinking it worth while to recount all the 
various opinions, I fiiall therefore pafs them over, and only fpeak of their public reli¬ 
gion and worfliip, in which they alnioft all agree. 

Alnioft all the Coaft Negroes believe in one true God, to whom they attribute the 
creation of the world and all things in it, though in a crude indigefted manner, they 
not being able to form a juft idea of a Deity. They are not obliged to thenifelves nor 
the tradition of their anceftors for their opinion, rude as it is, but to their daily con- 
veriation with the Europeans, who from rime to time have endeavoured to implant this 
notion in them. There are two reafons which confirm me in this feuriment; firft, that 
they never make any offerings to God, nor call upon him in time of need ; but in all 
their difficulties they apply thenifelves to their Fetiche (of which more hereafter), and 
pray to him for fucceis in their undertakings: the fecond is, the different opinions of 
feme of them concerning the creation j for a great part of the Negroes believe that man 
was made by Ananfie, that is, a great fpider: the reft attribute the creation of man to 
God, which they affert to have happened in the following manner: they tell us that 
in the beginning God created black as well as white men; thereby not only hinting, 
but endeavouring to prove, that their race was as foon in the world as ours j and to 
beftow a yet greater honour on themfelves, they tell us that God having created thefe 
two forts of men, offered two forts of gifts, viz. gold, and the knowledge or arts of 
reading and writing, giving the Blacks the firft ele&ion, who chofe gold, and left the 
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knowledge of letters to the White*. God granted their requeft, bat being incenfed at 
their avarice, refolved that the Whites ffiould for ever be their mafters, and they obliged 
to wait on them as their flaves. Others again affirm, that man at his firft creation- was 
not ffiaped as at prefent ; but that thofe parts which ferve for the diftin&ion of fexes iff 
men and women, were placed more in view, for the convenience of propagation : What 
think you, fir, is not this a ridiculous notion ? Would it not be very obliging to the Turks 
to fometimes gratify their bcftial appetites with women in an unnatural manner, not to 
mention their Sodomy with men, 

I have found very few Negroes of this fentiment; but having afked thole who are 
its after tors, when the lhape of men was altered to its prefent ftate ; they replied, tliar 
God had done it out of refpect to modefty, when the world became fo well pebpled that 
the prefent lhape was fufficient to preferve the race of mankind. Others on the Gold 
Coaft would perfuade us that the firft men came out of holes and pits, like that at pre¬ 
fent in a great rock on the fea, near our fort of Acra. But it is time to flop my hand, 
for if I mould particularize all their notions concerning the creation, the moon and 
ftars, inftead of being Ihort I ffiould grow infupportably tedious. I /hall only tell you, 
that Father Kitchen would not find it very difficult to perfuade them that the planets 
are peopled, or at leaft the moon ; for they have already difcovered a fellow beating 
a drum in her. 

I promifed juft now to explain the word Fetiche, which is ufed in various fenfes. 
Fetiche or Boilum in the Negro language, derives itfelf from their falfe God, which 
they call Boffum. Are they inclined to make offerings to their idols, or defire to be 
informed of fomething by them, they cry out. Let us make Fetiche ; by which they- 
exprefs as much as “ let us perform our religious worfhip, and fee or hear what out? 
God faith.” In like manner, if they are injured by another, they make Fetiche to 
deftroy him in the following manner : they caufe feme victuals and drink to be exorcifed 
by their Feticheer or prieft, and featter it in feme place which their enemy isacsuftomed 
to pafs; firmly believing, that he who comes to touch this conjured ftuff ffiall certainly 
die foon after. Thofe who- are afraid of this, coming to fuch places, caufe themfelves 
to be carried over them, for it is- the wonderful nature o£ this exorcifed traffi, that then 
it does not in the leaft afteft the perfon, nor can it at all affefl: thofe who carry him,, oj 
any body elfe befides him. So that though the art of poifoning is a favourite peculiar 
to the Italians, yet they have always found themfelves obliged to endanger the innocent 
to come at the guilty, and never yet could hit on fo diftinguiffiing and difcreet a poifon 
as this of our Negroes; though I muft confefs l like that of the Italians fo little, that 
1 had rather walk over all that the Negroes can lay for me, than have any thing to do 
with theirs. 

If they are robbed, they make ufe of much the fame means for the difeovery and con¬ 
dign punfthment of the thief: they are fo obftinately bigotted to this opinion, that if 
you fliould produce a hundred inftances of its impotence, it would be impoffible to alter 
their fentiments, they having always fomething ready on which to charge its contrary 
fuccefs. If any per fen be caught throwing this poifon, he is very feverely puniffied, 
nay, fometimes with death, though it be oil the laft account of thieving, which is here 
freely allowed. Obligatory fwearing they alfo call making of Fetiches; is any obliga¬ 
tion to be confirmed, their phrafe is, “ let us as a farther, confirmation make Fetiches." 

* The Negroes believe that there is no gold in any other countries befides their own ; and that no 
Blacks have any knowledge of the art of letters $ nor have they any notion of the extent of the world but 
what they recoiled from our informations. 
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When they drink the oath-draught, it is uiually accompanied by an imprecation, that 
the Fetiche may kill them if they do not perform the contents of their obligation. Every 
perfon entering into any obligation is obliged to drink this fwearing liquor. When any 
nation is hired to the affiftance of another, all the chief ones are obliged to drink this 
liquor, with an imprecation, that their Fetiche may puniffi them with death, if they do 
not affift them with utmoll vigour to extirpate their enemy. But oaths on this occafion 
are fo frequently taken and broken, that they themfelves have no great opinion of 
them ; befides, they have found out a way to abfclve themfelves from their oaths, take 
the money of thofe who have hired them to the affiftance, and act direttly contrary to 
their obligation; for having entered into this folemn engagement or oath, in the pre¬ 
fence of their prieft, they doubt not in the leaft but that it is in his power to free them 
of the obligation. This, you will be apt to fay, looks a little like the papacy ; but 1 will 
affure you it is in reality, as 1 have reprefen ted it. But of late years fome Negroes 
are fo refined, that before they take their contraftory oaths, they oblige the prieft to 
fwear firft, and drink the oath-draught, with an imprecation, that the Fetiche ffiould 
puniffi him with death, if he ever abfolved any perfon from their oath without the 
unanimous confent of all interefted in that contract. Oaths taken in this manner are 
generally kept unviolated and punctually performed. If you alk what opinion the Ne¬ 
groes have of thofe who falfify their obligations confirmed by the oath-drink, they 
believe the perjured perfon ffiall be fwelled by that liquor till he burfts ; or if that 
doth not happen, that he {hall fliortly die of a languifliing iicknefs: the firft punilhment 
they imagine more peculiar to women, who take this draught to acquit themfelves of 
any accufation of adultery; and if I may be allowed to make a comparifon, this drink 
feems very like the bitter water adminiftered to the women in the Old Teftament by way 
of purgation from the charge of adultery. Thus, in the defcription of the religion of 
the Negroes, I find myfelf infenfibly fallen upon their oaths; but fince even that is a 
part of religious worffiip, I have fome excufe for purftiing that fubjeCt yet a little 
farther. If any perfon is fufpe&ed of thievery and the indictment is not clearly made 
out, he is obliged to clear himfelf by drinking the oath-draught, and to ufe the impre¬ 
cation, that the Fetiche may kill him if he be guilty of thievery. The feveral ways of 
taking oaths are fo numerous, that I ffiould tire you as well as myfelf with a repetition 
of them: wherefore I ffiall content myfelf with adding only one efteemed the moft 
folemn and obligatory, which is only ufed on important occafions, and is in the follow¬ 
ing manner: 

Each prieft or Feticheer hath his peculiar idol, prepared and adjufted in a particular 
and different manner, but moft of them like the following defcription: ■— They have a 
great wooden pipe filled with earth, oil, blood, the bones of dead men and beafts, 
feathers, hair, and, to be ffiort, all forts of excrementitious and filthy tvaffi, which they 
do not endeavour to mould into any ffiape, but lay it in a confided heap in the pipe. 
The Negro who is to take an oath before this idol, is placed dire&ly oppofite to it, 
and affis the prieft the name of his idol (each having a particular one), of which being 
informed, he calls the Fetiche by its name, and recites at large the contents of what he 
defigns to bind by an oath, and makes it his petitionary requeft that the idol may puniffi 
him with death if he 1 wears faifely; then he goes round the pipe, and ftands ftill and 
iwears a fecond time in the fame place and manner as before, and fo a third time like- 
wile - <mer which the prieft takes fome of the mentioned ingredients out of the pipe, 
with which he touches the fwearer’s head, arms, belly and legs, and holding it above 
his head, turns it three times round ; then he cuts off a bit of the nail of one finger in 
€ach hand, of one toe of each foot* and fome of the hair of his head, which he throws 
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into the pipe where the idol is lodged: all which done, the oath is firmly obligatory. 
But to turn to another fubjeCt. 

When the Negroes defign to begin a war, to drive a bargain, to travel, or attempt 
any think of importance, their fir£t bufinefs is to confult their falfe god by their prieft, 
concerning the event of their undertaking, who very feldom prophefies ill, but gene¬ 
rally encourages them to hope for profperous fuccefs; which they take on his word, 
not doubting the iffue in the leaft, and obfequioufly perform all the prieft’s commands, 
which generally oblige them to offer up Iheep, hogs, fowls, dogs and cats to their 
idol; or at other times perhaps, cloaths, wine and gold; by which the prieft is fure 
to be the greateft gainer, for he fweeps all to himfelf, only prefenting garbage and the 
excrements of the flaughtered facrifice to his god to divert himfelf withal: and thus, 
befides the money given him, he makes a fiiift to pay himfelf very well out of the 
offerings for his final I trouble. 

If the prieft is inclined to oblige the querent, the queftions are put to the idol in his 
prefence, and generally in one of the two following methods: — The firft way is by a 
bundle of about twenty fmall bits of leather, in the middle of which they bind fome 
trafli of the fame nature with that they fill the mentioned pipe j fome of thefe ingredients 
promife good fuccefs, and others threaten the contrary. This bundle the prieft fttuffles 
together feveral times, and if thofe which prefage a good iffue happen to come fre¬ 
quently together, he affures the querent that his undertaking {hall end well. But it is 
here to be obferved that the dexterous prieft can, by flight, make which he pleafes of 
the leathers come together ; and that if he ever gives them an unlucky or difeouraging 
anfwer, it is only to extort more offerings from them, on pretence of appeafing the 
incenfed god, but in reality to redouble his own perquisites. 

The fecond way of confulting their idols, is by a fort of wild-nuts; which they 
pretend to take up by guefs and let fall again: after which they tell them, and form 
their predictions from the numbers falling even or odd. In fliort, the priefts, who 
are generally fly and crafty, encouraged by the ftupkl credulity of the people, hare 
all the opportunity in the world to impofe the groffeft absurdities and fleece their purfes; 
as they indeed do effectually. For if the event confutes their prefage, they never 
want an excufe; the facred rites were not carefully performed, this or that part of it 
was flubbered over or omitted, the God is therefore enraged, and it is for that reafoa 
the affair hath fucceeded fo crofsly. This is glibly fwallowed. The prieft is never ac- 
cufed of falfehood ; if the whole land be ruined, his reputation remains fecure and 
untouched: but if by chance his auguries come to pafs, there is not in the world a 
wifer cr holier man, and he is fure not to want his reward. 

Public general religious exercifes of a whole nation or town are cuftomary on 
account of unfeafonablenefs or unfruitful weather in floods, or a great drought: when 
the chief of the town or nation affemble and advife with the prieft what courfe is mod 
proper to remove the prefent public calamity; and what they order is immediately 
ridiculoufly commanded or forbidden through the land by a public crier; and who¬ 
ever dares prefume to aCl contrary to this order, is fure to incur a large pecuniary 
penalty. When their fifhery is at low ebb, they make offerings to the fea: but this 
generally happens about Auguft or September, when experience tells them that a vaft 
quantity of fifli is commonly taken, and yet this is always believed an effeCt of the 
offering. 

Almoft every village hath a fmall appropriated grove, where the governors and chief 
people frequently repair to make their offerings; either for the public good, or for 
themfelyes. Thefe groves are efteemed facred, no perfon prefuming to defile them, 
. J pluck,. 
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pluck, cut, or break oft any branches of trees; who, befides the accuftomed punifli- 
ment, is not willing to lay himfelf under an univerfal malediction. 

Each particular perion hath his peculiar falfe god, which he or fhe worships after 
their maimer, on that day of the week on which he was bora. This they call their 
Boflum, or in their Portuguefe Sancte-Day, on which they drink no palm-wine before 
fun-fet: they are habited all in white, and as a fign of purity fmeared with white 
earth. Moll: of the Negroes, efpecially the principal, have befides this another weekly 
day fandtified to their Fetiches. On thefe days they kill a cock, and fometimes, if 
they are rich, a fheep, which they offer up to their God in words alone; for they 
immediately fall upon it and tear it to pieces with their fingers; taking it for granted, 
that it is fufficient to fay it was killed for him: and as he hath none of it, fo the owner, 
when a Iheep is killed, on this account, hath the leaft fhare of it; for his friends and 
acquaintance fall like a dog upon a fick cow, each as greedly as narrowly watching 
his opportunity of feizing a piece, which goes immediately to the fire, foul or clean it 
is no great matter, they are not very nice: the guts they cut into finall pieces, and 
fqueezing out the excrement with their fingers, they boil it together with the lungs, 
liver, and hearts, with a little fait and Ma lager, or Guinea-pepper, without wafhing 
it from the blood. This they call Eyntjeba, and it is efteemed the greateft delicacy 
that can be drafted up. 

If it was poftible to convert the Negroes to the Chriftian religion, the Roman 
Catholics would fucceed better than we mould, becaufe they already agree in feveral 
particulars, efpecially in their ridiculous ceremonies; for do the Romanilts abftain one 
or two days weekly from flefh ; thefe have alfo their days when they forbear wine; 
which, confidering they are very great lovers of it, is fomewhat fevere. The 
Romanifts have their allotted times for eating peculiar forts of food, or perhaps wholly 
abftaining from it,- in which the Negroes out-do them; for each perfon here is for¬ 
bidden the eating of one fort of flefti or other; one eats no mutton, another no goat’s- 
flefh, beef, fwines-flefli, wild-fowl, cocks with white feathers, &c. This reflraint is 
not laid upon them for a limited time, but for their whole lives: and if the Romanifts 
brag of the antiquities of their ecclefiaftical commands ; fo if you afk the Negroes why 
they do this, they will readily tell you, becaufe their anceftors did fo from the begin¬ 
ning of the world, and it hath been handed down from one age to another by tradition. 
The fon never eats what the father is reftrained from, as the daughter herein follows 
the mother’s example j and this rule is fo ftrictly obferved amongft them, that it is im* 
poftible to perfuade them to the contrary. 

I have already informed you of the fignification of the word Fetiche, that it is chiefly 
ufed in a religious fenfe, or at leaft is derived from thence: before I proceed to inform 
you how they reprefent their gods, I fhall only hint that all things made in honour of 
their falfe gods, never fo mean, are called Fetiche: and hence alfo the artificial gold 
mentioned in my fixth letter derives its name. 

How their gods are reprefented to them, or what idea they form of them, I never 
yet could learn, becaufe, indeed, they do not know themfelves : what we are able to 
obferve is, that they have a great number of falfe gods; that each man, or at leaft 
each houfe-keeper, hath one; which they are perfuaded narrowly infpefts their courfe 
of hf e ) and rewards good, and punifties wicked men ; but their rewards confift in the 
multiplicity of wives and flaves, and their punifhments in the want of them ; though 
the inoft terrible punifhment they can imagine is death, of which they are terribly 
afraid: and, indeed, it is this which inflames their zeal in religious affairs, and occa- 
|ions their abftinence from forbidden meats and drinks, fearing they Jhould die if they 
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but once tailed it. Murther, adultery, thievery, and all other fuch like crimes, are 
here accounted no fins, becaufe they can expiate them with money; which they cannot 
do in any other mifdeeds, which Hill remain charged to their account. Mr. Frederic 
Cojet, defcribing the opinions of the inhabitants of Fonnofa, relates the fame concern¬ 
ing them. 

Their notions of a future Hate are different; moll of them believe that immediately 
after the death of any perfon he goes to another world, where he lives in the fame 
character as here, and makes ufe of all the offerings of his friends and relations made 
here after his death: but they have no idea of future rewards or puniffiments, for the 
good or ill actions of their paft life; except fome of them, who take it for granted, 
that the deceafed are immediately conveyed to a famous liver, fftuate in the in-land 
country, called Bofmanque : (fuppofing this to be taken in a fpiritualfenfe, becaufe it 
vifibly appears that the body is left with them). It is here their god inquires what 
fort of life they have lived : have they religioufly obferved the holy-days, dedicated to 
their god, abftained from all forbidden meats, and inviolably kept their oaths; they 
are gently wafted over the river, to a land abounding in all kinds of happinefs, not 
unlike Mahomet’s Paradife: but if, on the contrary, the departed hath finned againft 
any of the mentioned rules, his god plunges him into the river, where he is drowned 
and buried in eternal oblivion. 

Others are perfuaded, that, after death, they are tranfported to the land of the Blacks 
or Whites, and changed into white men: this is fomewhat like the metempfychofis of 
Pythagoras, and ferves to hint how much more honourable they account the white 
men beyond themfelves. 

The in-land Negroes inform thofe Blacks who live amongft us, that a great Feticheer 
or prieft lives in a very fine houfe far in-land j of which they relate nothing but 
miracles: they affirm, that the winds and weather are at his command, and that he 
can change them at pleafure; that though his houfe is without any roof, yet it is 
always ffieltered from rain j that he not only knows all things paft, but can as accu¬ 
rately foretel all future events as if they were prefent before his eyes, and cures all 
forts of diftempers: in fhort, he knows fo much, and does fuch wonderful things, 
that Father Marcus Avianus would be obliged to ftand bare, and was indeed nothing 
compared with him. His countrymen aflert, that all thofe near his abode mu ft 
appear before and be examined by him; upon which, if they are found to have led a 
good life, he fends them away in peace to a happy place: but if on the contrary, he 
kills them a fecond time with a club made on purpofe for that ufe, and placed before 
his dwelling-place, that it may always be ready at hand. From hence you may eafily 
infer, whether this Negro is not incredibly reverenced and efteemed by his country¬ 
men ; and, indeed, they look upon him as a fort of deim-god: fo llily hath this 
arch-cheat infinuated this great opinion of himfelf into the minds of his neighbours, 
that (this being no old ftory, he at prefent living) they every day relate frelh miracles 
of him. 

By this you may fee, that the conjurors and miracle-mongers are no ftrange things 
amongft the Negroes; they firmly believe in them, but in a different manner from our 
European ridiculous opinionifls ; who are perfuaded no conjuror can do any feats with¬ 
out the help of the devil: for, on the contrary, the Negroes do not doubt but that 
it is a gift of God, and though it is in reality a down-right cheat, yet they, ignorant 
of the fraud, fwallow it as a miracle, and above human power; but that the devil 
may not in the leaft participate of the honour, they afcribe it all to God : and, for my 
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part, if there were any men endowed with fuch fupernatural qualities, I fliould cer¬ 
tainly agree with the Negroes in aferibing it to God, and not to the devil. 

Since we are got on this fubject, I mult not forget to inform you that the Negroes 
believe that there is a devil, and that he frequently does them a great deal of mifehief: 
but what authors write, that they pray and make offerings to him, is utterly falfe. If 
I miftake not, I have read in Oliver Dapper, that the Negroes never eat or drink, 
without throwing feme portion of it to the earth for the devil; but this is a great 
miftake; it is true, indeed, that before they eat or drink, they are accuftomed to throw 
away fome, but this is not for the devil, they won't oblige him fo far ; it is for their falfe 
god, or fometimes for their deceafed friend. 

The devil is annually banifhed all their towns with abundance of ceremony, at an 
appointed time fet apart for that end. 1 have twice feen it at Axim, where they make 
the greateft flir about it. This proceffion is preceded by a feaft of eight days, accom¬ 
panied with all manner of finging, fkipping, dancing, mirth, and jollity: in which 
time a perfect lampooning liberty is allowed, and fcandal fo highly exalted, that they 
may freely fing of all the faults, villanies, and frauds of their fuperiors as well as in¬ 
feriors, without punifhment, or fo much as the Ieaft interruption ; and the only way 
to flop their mouths is to ply them luftily with drink, which alters their tone imme¬ 
diately, and turns their fatirical ballads into commendatory fongs on the good qualities 
of him who hath fo nobly treated them. 

On the eighth day, in the morning, they hunt out the devil with a difmal cry, all 
running one after another, throwing of excrements, ftones, wood, or any thing they can 
come at, as thick as hail, at Satan’s pofteriors. When they have driven him far enough 
out of town, they all return; and thus conclude their eight days divine or rather 
diabolical fervice. From hence we may obferve, that they believe there are more 
devils than one, becaufe he is driven out of above one hundred towns at the fame 
time. And to make fure that he doth not return to their houfes, the women wafli and 
fcour all their wooden and earthen veflels very neat, to free them from all uncleannefs 
and the devil. 

The Negroes of Ante alfo drive out the devil in the fame manner : but thefe poor 
wretches are tormented with a worfe devil, though they call him a god. This is a 
giant, one fide of his body being found, the other rotten, which if any perfon do but 
^touch be dies immediately (which I believe without the lead fcruple). This over¬ 
grown devil, or god (for the difference is not very great), they endeavour to appeafe 
with eatables \ to which purpofe thou fan ds of pots or troughs of victuals are continually 
found {landing throughout the whole Antefe country j fo that he mult have a worfe 
than canine appetite if he hath not his belly full. 

' They ftedfaftly believe the apparition of fpirits and ghofts, and that they frequently 
difturb and terrify fome people : fo that when any, but more efpecially any confider- 
able perfon dies, they perplex one another with horrid fears, proceeding from an 
opinion that he appears for feveral nights fucceflively near his late dwelling. 

They have no other folemn times or feftivals, beiides that when their harveft is com- 
pleated, which we call their Fair, and that of banifhing the devil. 

Excepting what the Negroes have learned of the Europeans, they have no notion 
of the divifions of the year into months and weeks; but reckon their time by the 
fliining of the moon; whence they likewife colleft when it is proper to fovv: but that 
they have long been acquainted with the divifion of months into weeks and days, feems 
very probable to me, by reafcn each day of the week has its proper name in their lan¬ 
guage. Their fabbath falls on our Tuefday, but in Ante, like that of the Maho¬ 
metans, 
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-metans, on Friday ; and differs from other days no otherwife, than that no perfon is 
then permitted to fifh: bat all other works are allowed without the leaff interruption 
as fredy as on other days. * ' 1 

The in-land Negfoes divide time in a very ftrange manner, into lucky,and unluckv • 
m tome countries the great fortunate time lafts nineteen, and the leffer (which is diffe 
rent from the other) leven days; and betwixt thele are feven ill or unfortunate davs 
which is a lort of vacation to them, for then they do not travel, till their land or un 
dertake any thing of confequence, but remain altogether idle. The inhabitants of 
Aquamboe are more bigotted in this particular than any of the reft : for befides that 
they will not refolve concerning any affairs on thefe days, they will not willingly accept 
any prefents made them, but fend them back again, or at leaft caufe them to be kept- 
in a certain place apart until the lucky days come, ' * 

Who fiift lettled this diftinclion of good and bad days, I cannot determine ; nor do 
I believe any perfon can : all that I can conjecture of the reafon of them is, that, perhaps 
iome leading man amongft them might have been fortunate on the one, and unfortunate 
on the other; upon an obfervation of which he might refolve to form it into a rule to 
which he would adjuft the remainder of his life, and that others confequently following 
his example, it grew firft into a cuftoin, and afterwards into a law. 

. The inhabitants of one country differ very much from thofe of another in this par¬ 
ticular : this nation accounting their happy days at one time, and that fixing them at 
another; whilft the Coaft Negroes do not trouble themfelves therewith in the leaft but 
believe all times alike* * 

On the Gold Coaft the natives are not in the leaft acquainted with imaee-worfhin but 
at Arbra there are thoufands of idols. & ^ 

Believing I have fufficiently enlarged on the religion of the Guineans, I fhall take 
leave of that fubjedt; and to fill up a finall vacancy in this letter, juft hint fomething of 
their ftiange iuperftition, nothing uncommon ever happening 'which is not attributed 
to fome miracle or another: of which I could tire you and myfelf with inftances, that 
happened lince I have been here; but to avoid that, I fhall content mvfelf with one 
initance ol a thoufand. 

, November 16 ^ 8 , the King of Commany, formerlv our utter enemy, was 
killed at Cabocors by the Englifh ; a few days after which our chief, faCtor at Ehnina 
happened to die, to the great grief of the Negroes, who all unanimoufly agreed, that 
the before-mentioned King of Commany had called him to the Elifian fields; and 
that fince he had no opportunity when alive to fend any of our chief men thither, he 
had taken this opportunity after his death of obliging one to follow him, out of re- 
vCTige, and that we might have the lefs reafon to triumph, on occafion of his death. 
Thus far and farther extends their horrid fuperftition; but we Ihall leave them and 
it as impoflible to be feparated, and conclude this with my hearty refpeft to vourfelf 
and lady, &c. 
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LETTER XI. — Of the Government of the Negroes, which by reafon of the final/ Power 
•ve/led in the Caboceroes is very loofely and irregularly managed . — The Difference be¬ 
tween monarchical and republican Government — What fort of Govermient that of Axim 
is ; how their Courts of Jujlice are held , and how Jujlice is di/iribated ; what Credit 
is to be given to Evidences. — The extenfive Authority of our Fahlor at Axim. — Pu- 
nifhments of Murther and Thievery. — RcfpcEl of Perfons thought no Injufiice, and 
wherefore. — Stealing of Men and Cattle Jeverely punched. — The Office of Judge re¬ 
dounds very much to the Advantage of our Factor at Axim , as appears by a farther 
Explanation. — The unjuji Way of recovering Debts, which is two or threefold ; Wars 
arife from hence ; the Reafons which fometimes engage them in a M ar, which is very 
cheap ; The military Force of the Negroes living on the Coqft near the Sea is very incon - 
fiderable: their Cowardice in Battle ; their Manner of fighting ; of their plundering ; 
the Authority of their Priejls in War ; their ufital Arms ; Power and Prerogative of 
their Kings ; they live in no great State, nor are in the leaf reverenced; their Reve¬ 
nue ; the Poverty of feme of them ; Education of their Children very mean. — The Office 
cf a King or chief Perfon. _ 

Sir, 

YOUR obliging letter, dated the 4th of October, was very welcome, and fo fpeedily 
brought to me by the fhip the Flying Dragon, that from hence only fhe might very 
well deferve that name; though I could wilh on other occafions {he were not found 
fo fwift; for when our Company’s {hips are juft at her heels, inftead of the two wings 
the painter has beftowed on her, fhe feems rather to have four by her expedition, fhe 
being no fooner difeovered but fhe gets out of fight; well, however, if we cannot catch 
her, may God grant her a fafe paffage rather than fhe fall into the enemy’s hands. 

It is with a great deal of fatisfaction I am informed that you have received and are 
fo well pleafed with my letters, treating of this Coaft, and that you like that part de¬ 
scribing the Commanian wars fo well as to thank me for my trouble, and earneftly defire 
that I will impart what is yet wanting to complete the defign, to excite me to which 
you all along praife my endeavours. This is what indeed might prevail upon a perfon 
of a humour different from mine ; but I am too confcious of my own imperfections to 
be ignorant how far the complimental commendations your civility bellows, belong to 
me, and am not in the Ieaft moved by them ; but if you would urge me to proceed, 
you ought to ufe no other arguments than that it is your defire, and the obligations I 
have to you are the moll prevalent which can be offered. This I am writing, as a proof 
of my zealous inclinations to ferve you, fince I am not in hafte likely to obtain another 
opportunity, is like to take in as much matter as would fill one and a half or two 
letters. 

Our prefent fubjeCts are, the government, adminiflration of government, and wars 
of the Negroes; each of which 1 {hall but imperfe&ly touch upon, becaufe the two 
, former will naturally fall in on fome future occafions, and the laft you have already 
had a fpecimen of in the relation of Com many ; and to conclude this letter, I defign to 
fiiow you the Guinea Kings in their brighteft luftre and glory. 

The government of the Negroes is very licentious and irregular, which only proceeds 
from the lmall authority of their chief men or Caboceroes, and frequent wars are 
©ccafioned by their remifs government and abfurd cuftoms. 
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The difference betwixt the adminiflration of the government of monarchies and com¬ 
monwealths is here very great. Of the former, the power and jurifdiction being veiled 
in a fingle perfon, l fhall not fay much at prefent; but fhall only fpeak of the republicsj 
amongft which that of Axim and Ante feeming the- moft like regular, I fhall reprefent 
them as inftances of the reft; though indeed the bell of their governments and methods 
of adminiflration of juftice are fo confufed and perplexed, that they are hardly to be 
comprehended, much lefs, then, are they to be expreffed with any manner of connexion 
on paper. 

The government of Axim confifts of two parts, the firft whereof is the body of 
Caboceros, or chief men; the other the Manceros or young men. All civil or pub¬ 
lic affairs which commonly occur are under their adminiftration; but what concerns 
the whole land, and are properly national affairs, as making of peace and war, the 
raifing tributary impofitions to be paid to foreign nations (which feldom happens), that 
falls under the cognifance of both parts or members of the government: and on thefe 
occafions the Manceros often manage with a fuperior hand, efpecially if the Caboceros 
are not very rich in gold and Haves, and confequently able by their affiltance to bring 
over the other to their fide. 

Their diftribution of juftice is in the following manner : — If one of the Negroes 
hath any pretenfion upon another, he doth not go empty-handed ,1 but loaded with 
prefents of gold and brandy (the latter of which is here of a magnetic virtue), and 
applies himfelf to the Caboceros; after the delivery of which he Hates his cafe to them, 
defiring they will difpatch his caufe with the firlt opportunity, and oblige his adverfary 
to an ample faiisfaftion. If they are refolved to favour him highly, a full council is 
called immediately, or at fartheft within two or three days, according as it is molt con¬ 
venient ; and after having maturely confulted, judgment is given in his favour, and 
that frequently as direflly oppofite to juftice as to any other reafon than the received 
bribe. 

But on the contrary, inftead of favouring, are they incenfed againft the plaintiff, or 
have they received a larger bribe from his adverfary, the juftell caufe in the world can¬ 
not proteft him from judgment againft him; or if right appear too plainly on his fide, 
to avoid an enfuing feandal, they will delay and keep off a trial, obliging the injured 
perfon, after tedious and vain folicitations, to wait in hopes of finding jufter judges 
hereafter, which perhaps does not happen in the courfe of his life, and fo of confe- 
quence the fuit devolves upon his heirs as an inheritance; who, whenever an opportunity 
offers, though thirty years after, know very well how to make ufe of it; as I myfelf 
have feveral times had fuch caufes come before me, that one would be apt to think it' 
were impoffible they fhould remember fo long, confidering they want the affiltance of 
reading and writing. 

It fometimes falls out that the plaintiff, or perhaps the defendant, finding the caufe 
given againft him contrary to reafon, is too impatient to wait to have juftice done him, 
but makes ufe of the fir ft favourable one of feizmg fuch a quantity of gold or goods as 
is likely to repair his damage, not only from his adverfary or debtor, but the firft which 
falls in his way, if at leaft he does but live in the fame city or village ; and what he 
poffeffed himfelf of, he will not re-deliver till he receive plenary fatisfaflion, and is at 
peace with his adverfary, or is obliged to it by farce. If he be ftrong enough to defend 
himfelf and his capture, he is fore to keep it, and thereby engage a third perfon in the 
fuit on account of the ieizure of his effefts for fccurity, who hath his remedy on the 
perfon on whole account he hath fuffered this damage; fo that hence proceed frequent 
murders, and fometimes wars are thereby occafioned, but of this more hereafter. 
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But if the fetitence of the Caboceros be juft, or the caufe come to our fort to be 
■decided in prefence of our factor, the difpute is amicably concluded by adjuging it 
againft him who the evidence prove is in the wrong, and it is found has not a fufficient 
plea to offer in his defence to clear himfelf of it: but if on the other fide he can clear 
himfelf by witneffes, he is difcharged; and if neither of the parties have any evidence, 
the accufed clearing himfelf upon oath is difcharged ; which, if he cannot do, he is 
liable to have judgment paffed againft him to pay what is charged on him, provided 
that the plaintiff has given in his charge upon oath, which he is always obliged to do. 

The oath of purgation is preferred before the oath of accufation; for if the plaintiff 
prove his complaint by two, or but one witnefs, the defendant is not allowed to fwear. 

This frequently occafions foine very ill accidents, perjury being no new thing among 
the Negroes; and he that is injured this way, is fure to watch all opportunities of re¬ 
venge. But this Injuftice very feldom or never occurs any where but at diftant and 
far‘in-land places, where our factors can take no cognizance of it: but all fuits arifing 
amongft or near our forts, are determined by the lenience of the factor and the Ca¬ 
boceros, and fo remain decided for ever, their judgment being ftriftly obligatory, and 
admitting of no appeal but to the director-general, in cafe the factor and Caboceros 
have been mifinformed in the caufe, which fcarcely ever happens; fo the Negroes pay 
the fine they are condemned in with the utmoft willingnefs. What thefe fines are, and 
how proportioned to crimes, I fhall immediately inform you. 

Thus you fee, when a law-fuit is begun, we can end it without the affiftance of 
attornies or counfellors, in a much fhorter time, and perhaps with as much juftice, as 
where thofe gentlemen are moft employed ; though I muft own that the caufes here 
are feldom fo difficult and puzzling as to require the advice or affiftance of council; for 
the caufes, plantiffs, defendants, and judges, are equally fimple, and upon a level; fo 
I leave to your judgment whether this is to be commended or blamed. 

As to the ufual penalties: fir ft, murder is punifhed two feveral ways ; one is by the 
death of the murderers, and the other by a pecuniary mulct, which again is of two 
forts, with refpeCt to the free, and thofe who are not fo; that is, the free-born and 
the Haves. 

It is very feldom that any perfon is here executed for murder, if he either hath any 
effects himfelf, or hath any rich friends to pay the appointed fine. 

If anybody kill a free-born Negro of Axira, and the murder is to be remitted by a 
fine, the old ufual fum of five hundred crowns is demanded of him, though the whole 
demand is feldom paid, the murderers generally getting fome abatement, according as 
the relations of the murdered perfon ftand affected, for it is at their choice to be con¬ 
tented with as little as they pleafe, and them only he is obliged to agree with; quite 
contrary to what a certain writer affirms, viz. that the fines accrue to the King, which 
is fo falfe, that he has no pretence to the Ieaft fliare, unlefs he hath been affiftant in 
the getting of them, when, indeed, he is paid for his trouble only. 

The mentioned five hundred crowns is to be underftood of a common free Negro, 
but on account of a confiderable perfon I have known the fine augmented to ten times 
that ium; which, indeed, ihould not fuflice, there being too many that would willingly 
give five hundred crowns to remove a chief man out of the way; wherefore the fine, 
m this caie, is left to the difcretion of tlje judges. 

. °l a ^ aV ? * s ufuaI1 y ^ nec ^ fix-and-thirtv crowns, but it is in this cafe as 

ia » “ the murderer ftand hard he obtains an abatement of the injured perfon, 

xhiq ieIdoni gets above a chain or firing of gold of above thirty-two crowns* 
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But if a murderer cannot pay his fine, he is obliged to give blood for blood, and is 
accordingly executed in a miferable and cruel manner; for they do in a fort kill him a 
thoufand times, by cutting, hacking, pricking, or running hiin through the body, and 
fhooting him, or whatever elfe they can invent to torture him, unlefs our factor fends 
for him out of their hands, and orders his crime to be punifhed by ft riking oft'- his 
guilty head. Next to murder, thievery and adultery is moft feverely punifhed, but at 
prefent we fhall only touch on the former, referving the latter for another place. 

Robbery is commonly punifhed by the reitoration of the ftolen goods, and paying a 
fine; in the adjudging of which, particular regard is had to the value of the ftolen 
goods, the place where and by whom the faft is committed: for example, one is fined 
twenty crowns, befides what he hath ftolen, and another for robbery, every way equal, 
fhall be fined one hundred or more, and that without the leaft injuftice, I mean ac¬ 
cording to their ancient municipal cuftoms, of which a factor, who fits in judgment, 
ought not to be ignorant, left, according to his own opinion only, he pronounces an 
improper fentence. Refpett of perl'ons in the adminift ration of juftice, is not here 
looked upon as the leaft injuftice, though the beft effect of this is, that the rich are 
commonly more feverely handled than the poor, which they think reafonable on two 
accounts: firft, the rich were not urged to it by neceflity; and, fecondly, they can 
better fpare the money; for nobody is here fined above his ability, unlefs, by an accu¬ 
mulation of crimes, he hath given occafion thereto, and then he is fent into flavery. 
This is the true reafon why a difereet Negro, though he is rich, will always pretend 
poverty, left he or feme of his relations, falling into the hands of the judges, fhould 
be too hardly ufed on that account. 

The Healing of men is punifhed with rigid feverity, and fometimes with death itfelf; 
and they are equally fevere againft the ftealers of cattle, as hogs, Iheep, &c. And 
herein they agree with our opinion, for the dumb beaft cannot defend itfelf, nor call 
any to its affiftance. They will rather put a man to death for ftealing a fheep, than 
killing a man, more efpecially in thofe places where they are free from any fubjeftion 
to the Europeans, who generally punifh it by a pecuniary mulfl: only ; whether it be 
that they are not fond of blood, or that they love the profit which accrues to them 
thereby, that I leave to you to determine, fince I have before informed you that the 
Negroes under our government had rather it fhould be atoned by a fine, but not ex¬ 
torted by avarice inftead of juftice. And, according to this rule, I fquared my conduft 
in my judge’s office, of which I ffiall hereafter give you an inftance. 

All fines which occur at Axim are paid into the factor’s hands, who diftributes them 
to the injured perfons, firft deducting his fee,, which not many years paft was very con- 
fiderable, but not long fince was dimmifhed by a certain gentleman,* and the factor 
ftri&Iy ordered not to demand more than eight crowns for the decifion of the moft 
important fuit which fhould come before him ; and not only that, but if offered, he 
was commanded to refute it; an order really too fevere, to hinder another’s doing 
good, and not permit him to receive and ufe his juft perquifites at pleafure. This 
gentleman pretended thereby to fhew his tendernefs to the Blacks, but myfelf and 
feveral others were of another opinion; its true fource was pure envy, which would 
not fuffer him to let any of the officers of the Company, his fellow-fervants, to get 
any thing, nor indeed any but himfelf, of which his continual management with the 
Blacks was but too convincing a proof: forrif he himfelf decided any caufe for them, 
or fined them for any crime, he was not content to be paid eight crowns only, but, 
on the other hand, fometimes enhanced the price to fome hundreds ; and I believe the 
A vim factors, finding this law fo exorbitantly broken by its maker, have not the leaft 
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regard to it: nor are they in the wrong, for it dire&ly clafties with the old municipal 
cuftoms of the country; and for my part, if it had been made before my coming into 
that office, I fliould not have taken much notice of it; but by a&ing confonant to their 
ancient ui’ages, have gained the affeaion of the Blacks more than by following any 
innovation; and this very law-giver, on the contrary, by unjuft: management and his 
exorbitant avarice, was only expofed to their implacable hatred and inveterate curfes. 
But enough on this head : I fliall next {hew what are the perquifites which accrue to 
the faftor at Axim, by the exercife of his judicial office. 

For inftance, if a Negro be fined one hundred crowns for a crime, the fa&or’s {hare 
is two-thirds, and the affembly of Caboceros have the remaining third. But on ac¬ 
count of murder, robbery, or the forcing the payment of debts, three-fourths of the 
whole are the complainant’s, and the remainder belonging to the factor and the Cabo¬ 
ceros, is divided according to the mentioned proportion of one-third to the Caboceros, 
and two-thirds to the factor, which render it much more advantageous for the faftor to 
be judge here than in our own country, fuppofmg our European judges to aft honeftly; 
what they get by unlawful means, as I am ignorant, I do not defire to be better 
informed. Thefe judicial fees are, or at leaft before this order were, paid very freely, 
without the leaft fcruple by the Negroes; even thofe for whom the factor had got in 
a debt, were very well contented to pay one-fourth part of the whole receipt, and this 
was as firmly fettled as the price of bread at Amfterdam. 

I fhall, according to my promife, by way of digreffion, infert a relation of a caufe 
depending when I was fadlor at Axim. In the country of Ancober, which hath 
long been fubjeft to Axim, lived two Caboceros, both confiderable men, who for 
feveral years had been engaged in a difpute, each pretending that the other was born 
his flave, and by inheritance he had an inviolable right over him ; this was a very per¬ 
plexed caufe, each of them feemed to back his pretence with reafon, and a proof de¬ 
duced from many years pall; infomuch, that the Caboceros of Ancober found them- 
felves puzzled how to decide it; and both parties being agreed to plead the caufe before 
me, and expert my determination; not that they thought me wifer than their country¬ 
men and honourable council, but only that it might be ended by my power; accordingly 
it came before my judgment-feat, and though I patiently fpent one whole day in hear¬ 
ing the caufe, yet I allure you, at the end, I was juft as wife as at the beginning, each 
of them confirming his pretenfion by fo many witnefles, and feeming to have fo much 
right of his fide, that I could not tell whom to give it for. But, however, to put an 
end to this litigious fuit, I alked them if they were both contented to fubmit to my de- 
cifion; to which he freely confenting, I fpoke to them in reconciling terms, alluring 
them that all which they pretended, on each fide, feemed reafonable; wherefore it was 
impoffible to decide which of them was in the right, the proper witnefi'es of this caufe 
being all long fince dead, and that all the evidence they had brought was not valid, it 
being only by hear-fay, and the merits of the caufe confequently forgotten : having 
thus prepared them as cautioufly as I could, and obferved that they both feemed to 
agree to it, I made difficulties of deciding the difpute, by telling them that before they 
went out of my fort it was my requeft they Ihould be perfectly reconciled, and own 
each other for free-men; and that he who mould ever pretend that the other was his 
flave, fhould be liable to a fevere fine. 

They both feemed very well fatisfied with this determination, embracing each other, 
and vowing an eternal friendfhip: and the more eftettually to convince me of their 
fatisfaftion, they each of them made me a very good prefent for putting an end to 
their quarrel; and, indeed, I really believed all was forgotten and forgiven. But two 
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or three months afterwards one of them hired two ruffians to mur ther the other in his 
own houfe, which they did by {hooting him through the head: at which I being very- 
much incenfed, confidering it as a thing of dangerous confequence by no means to be 
fuffered in a well-governed commonwealth, as we fay, but to be exemplariiy punifhed 
in order to deter others from fuch practices, fent fome of my principal officers to An- 
cober With orders to have the murtherers delivered over to me, that I might bring them 
to condign punifhment: but they boldly anfwered them, that they were not fubjeCt to 
their matter, and that he might exercife his authority where he had jurifdictionp This 
angered me yet worfe, for by this not only myfelf but the authority of the Company 
was affronted and diminifhed; to keep up which nothing ought to be negleCted* Upon 
which I foon refolved to go to that country, accompanied with fome of our people, 
and being gotten about three miles from our fort, I found about five hundred armed 
Negroes, imagining, I fuppofe, the fight of them would terrify me: but on the con¬ 
trary, as foon as the mutual falutations were palled, I afked them why they denied and 
affronted the authority of the Company, and did not confider what mifchief it would 
pull down on their heads: to which they anfwered* that they were belied, for they 
never pretended to forfeit the protection of the Hollanders, or withdraw their obedience, 
fince the former was fo advantageous to their country. Having thus far received fa- 
tisfaCtion, I demanded the murtherers to be delivered to me in order to their puaifh- 
ment; but this they pofitively denied, but told me, perhaps they would punifli them, 
themfelves. Upon this I took my leave of them and was going away, but threatened 
them withal, that from this time forward 1 ffiould believe they all had a hand in the 
murther, and that I would certainly fecure all of their countrymen I could get into my 
power, and punifli them as murtherers: this had fuch a good effeCt, that they imme¬ 
diately confulted together, and fent fome of their people to defire me to give them a 
little rime to confider of my demand, upon which they would bring me an anfwer. I 
ftaid about a quarter of an hour; after which they brought me the malefactors 
fettered, only defired me that I would not be too hafty in punifhing them, but only 
ftay till they were all prefent, which I promifed them ; and returned with the criminals, 
very well fatisfied with my expedition. 

Scarce three days after, all the chief men of Ancober came and Ihewed themfelves 
before my fort, requefting that I would acquaint them how I intended to punifh the 
murtherers ; they were anfwered, by beheading them. And to ftrike a great terror, I 
caufed the executioner with his inftruments to appear. Upon which they fet up a 
difmal lamentation, and begged that I would, in compliance with the cuftom of their 
country, fuffer the crime to be atoned with money: though I defired nothing more, 
yet I ftood off as though I was not to be perfuaded to that until the relations of the 
murthered perfons, who were already appeafed, came and defired me, and what was 
moft perfuafive, offered me the whole fine: this was what I aimed at; but, however, 
to fhew myfelf as generous as they, I was fatisfied with half the fum, and fo we were 
both very well contented, and the criminals, who were the children of confiderable 
people, were fet at liberty* This I have related at large, to fhew you how we manage 
ourfelves here to keep up our authority and refpeCt; which is fo confiderable, dial 
no Negro is permitted, without leave of the faCtor, to decide any caufe, upon forfeiture 
of all that is thereby gained. In my time a Negro came to defire me to get him a 
debt, which I promifed, and performed accordingly; but the debtor, who was no 
very good friend of his, informed me that this debt was contracted by lying with the 
others wife, and appointed to be paid by the Caboceros. The plaintiff coming fot his 
money, I afked him if he did not know that it was all forfeit, he having ended tm 
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affair without my knowledge; he frankly confeffed that it was, and begged I wonid 
give him but one fourth part of it; but finding hint fo moderate, f gave him half j 
for which he very fubmiffively thanked me, and went away very joyful. 

This is intended to prevent the Negroes having any opportunity of forming any do- 
figns in oppofition to us, or to our difadvantage. 

But to return to where I left off: at feveral places on the Coaft, debts are recovered 
in a very unjult and villainous manner, efpeciaily in thofe places where we have 
little or no power, or in foine of the kingdoms. A rafcally creditor in thofe places, 
inftead of alking his money of his debtor, and fummoning him before the judges in 
cafe of refufal, feizes the firft thing he can meet with, though of fix times the value 
of his debt, without any regard who is the proprietor, who, when he comes to alk for 
it, is told that he muft go to fuch a perfon, who is his debtor, and mall pay him for it: 
and this nobody can hinder, fo he goes immediately to alk the other for money for his 
goods. This is very extravagant jultice, the firlt creditor has fix times the value of 
his debt, and if the fecond is as unreafonable as the firft, and affirms that he would 
not part with his goods for a lefs price, the creditor is obliged to give him full fatif- 
faftion, in imitation of an old Roman law; by which, if any perfon was injured in 
his honour and reputation, the injurer was obliged to pay fuch a fum as the injured 
Ihould fwear he would not fuffer the damages for lefs, if left to his choice. It is true, 
indeed, this courfe is generally taken in cafe of fmall debts : but, however, the poor 
wretch that is the debtor, is fometiraes obliged to pay a Ihilling for a debt of one penny 
in proportion. T. his is not to be oppofed, for the creditor is more potent than he, and 
is upheld in it, perhaps by the King, or the great ones: this happens daily; and 
feveral men are thereby enriched upon a poor eftate ; and this here bears the name 
of juftice; but in my opinion it is abominably diftorted. Some Negroes have yet 
another way to force money out of people: which is, that one of thefe infolent fellows 
goes to a perfon, and tells him that he hath received fuch damage by his fon, ne¬ 
phew, Have, or fomebody elfe depending on him; for which he comes to alk fatif- 
faftion of him, threatening him that elfe he will murther or forely wound him or Ihoot 
fomebody elfe at his coll; and if this villain have courage enough to put it into exe¬ 
cution, as I have twice fcen it happen, the other mull fuffer the fame as if he had 
done it. 

Befides their accullomed diftribution of juftice above defcribed, they have yet a 
very odd fort of juftice, which is under the direftion and adminiftration of the Man- 
ceros, who have ereaed a fort of judicial fociety in every confiderable village, whofe 
province it is to adjudge all trivial crimes that fhall appear before them, and of thefe 
the Negroes are very frequently guilty; I mean beating, curfrng, or reviling one 
another: upon which the perfon who thinks himfelf injured, applies to the Manceros 
much in the following terms, viz. fuch a perfon hath injured me, I fell or furrender 
him to you ; punifli him according to his defert. Upon which thefe gentlemen with 
utmoft diligence take him into cuftody, and after a very fuperficial enquiry into his 
crime, lay a fine of feme crowns upon him; which if he feems unwilling to pay, as 
being umufUy impofed on him, they not having heard what he had to fay in his de¬ 
take up as much goods or 
unwilling, forced to pay; 
in palm-wine and brandy. 
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that if thefe idle judges have nothing to do the whole day, and confequently get no 
money to make them drink ; their time is only fpent in contriving to bring in fome- 
body on one pretence or another in order to furnifh them with liquor. 

The confultations with the Caboceros in conjunction with the Manceros principally 
relating to war, we fhall at prefent touch upon. 

When they are defirous of entering into a war, on account of ambition, plunder, or 
to aflift other countries already engaged in a war, thefe two councils confult together: 
but otherwife the greateft part of their wars are chiefly occafioned by the recovery of 
debts, and the difputes of fome of the chief people among them. I have formerly 
hinted fomething on this fubjett, with promife to proceed farther on it. 

The firmed peace of neighbouring nations is frequently broken in the following 
manner:—One of the leading men in one country hath money owing him from a per- 
fon in an adjacent country, which is not fo fpeedily paid as he defires; on which he 
caufes as many goods, freemen, or flaves to be feized by violence and rapine in the 
country where his debtor lives, as will richly pay him: the men fo feized he claps in 
irons, and if not redeemed fells them, in order to raife money for the payment of the 
debt: if the debtor be an honeft man and the debt juft, he immediately endeavours 
by the fatisfa&ion of his creditors to free his country-men: or if their relations are 
powerful enough they will force him to it: but when the debt is difputable, or the 
debtor unwilling to pay it, he is fure to reprefent the creditor amongft his own country¬ 
men as an unjuft man, who hath treated him in this manner contrary to all right, and 
that he is not at all indebted to him: if he fo far prevails on his countrymen that they 
believe him, he endeavours to make fome of the other land prifoners by way of re- 
prizal; after which they confequently arm on each fide, and watch all opportunities of 
furprizing each other. They firft endeavour to bring the Caboceros over to their party, 
becaufe they have always fome men at their devoir; next the foldiers: and thus from 
a trifle a war is occafioned betwixt two countries, who before lived in amity, and con¬ 
tinues till one of them be fubdued; or, if their force be equal, till the principal men 
are obliged to make peace at the requeft of the foldiers; which frequently happens, 
efpecially about fowing time, when all the warriors defire to return to till the ground ; 
for in ferving in the war without pay, and defraying all expences out of their private 
fortunes, they quickly grow tired; efpecially if they get no advantage of, and confe¬ 
quently no plunder by the enemy. 

When the governors of-one country are inclined to make war with thofe of another, 
perhaps on account that they make a better figure in their manner of living, or that 
they are richer; fo that thefe have a mind to fome of their effe&s : then they affemble 
together, in conjunction with the Manceros, who alfo give their advice, and being 
young, and puft up with hopes of plunder, are eafily induced by the perfuafions of 
the Caboceros; and the joint refolution is no fooner formed than every one prepares 
for war ; and being got ready, make an irruption into the deligned country, without 
giving the leaft notice or declaring war, urging much the fame reafons with a prefent 
European potentate, “ It is My royal will and pleafure, and for My glory.” And 
thus they kill and pillage each other. The injured nation, to revenge this perfidious 
breach of peace, if not powerful enough of itfelf, hires another to aflift it for lefs than 
2,000k fterling; for which price the beft are here to be had, well armed and ap¬ 
pointed for an engagement: fo that, indeed, war is not here very dear, though at this 
cheap rate you cannot imagine the armies fo formidable that are hired for fuch trivial 
wages: but plunder is their chief aim, inftead of which they often get good ftore of 
blows, which prove all the perquifites to their mentioned wages. Thefe wages they 
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divide amongft the Caboceros and the Manceros; but the former manage the affair 
fo cunningly, that the latter have not above four or five findings each, or perhaps half 
that fum; for the leading men are fure to adjuft the account fo well in favour of 
themfelves, that a mighty refidue is not likely to be left to make a future dividend. 
But as for the plunder, though particularly appropriated to-defray the expence of the 
war in the firfi place, and the remainder to be divided, yet every man feizes the fir it 
part thereof he can lay hold on, without any regard to the public : but if no booty is to 
be come at, the Manceros, like cats that have wet their feet, make the heft of their 
way home, not being obliged to flay longer than they themfelves pleafe. Each is 
under a particular chieftain in a fort, though he can command only his Haves ; a free 
Negro not owning his authority, or fubmitting even to their kings, unlefs compelled 
by their exorbitant power, without which they live entirely at their own pleafure : but 
if their leader is difpofed to march up flrll towards the enemy, he may, but will not, be 
followed by many. 

War, as I have twice before told you, is not fo expenfive as in Europe; our four 
years war with the Commanyfchians (except the damage done to our trade) did not 
coll us in all fix thoufand pounds fterling: for which fum we had fuccefiively five 
nations in our pay. But I have formerly treated this lubject fo largely, that I need not 
fay any more of it at prefent. 

A national offenfive war may very well be managed herewith four thoufand men in the 
field ; but a defenfive requires more. Sometimes the number of what they call an army 
does not amount to more than two thoufand. Erom whence you may infer of what 
force the monarchies and republics on the coaft are, Fantyn and Aquamboe only ex¬ 
cepted ; the firlt of which is able to bring an army of twenty-five thoufand men," and 
the latter a much larger. But the inland potentates, fuch as Akim, Aiiante, &c. are 
not to be reckoned amongft theie, they being able to overrun a country by their nume¬ 
rous armies ; though I cannot inform you any otherwife concerning thofe people, than 
what by hints we leam from the Negroes, who are not always to be believed. But as 
for the monarchies fituate near us, I dare affirm, that though each of the two contending 
armies were compofed of five or fix feveral nations, they would not together make 
twenty-five thoufand men j upon which account, joined to their cowardice, very few 
men are killed in a battle ; and that engagement is very warm which leaves one thou¬ 
fand men upon the place j for they are fo timorous, that as foon as they fee a man fall 
by them, they run for it, and only think of getting fafe home. In the laft battle be¬ 
tween the Commanyfchians and thofe of Saboe, Acanni, Cabes-Terra, and two or three 
other countries, I do not believe that one hundred men were killed, and yet the Com¬ 
manyfchians drove their enemies out of the field, and obtained a complete vidory. 

They are very irregular in their engagements, not obferving the leaft lhadow of 
order; but each commander hath his men clofe together in a fort of crowd, in the 
midfl: of which he is generally to be found ; fo that they attack the enemy man for 
man, or one heap of men againft another; and fome of their commanders feeing their 
brother-officer fijrioufly attacked, and fomewhat put to it, choofe rather to run with the 
hare than hold with the hounds, and that frequently before they had ftruck one ftroke 
or Hood fo much as one brufh ; and their friends whom they left engaged certainly fol¬ 
low them, if in the lead preffed, unlefs fo entangled with the enemy that it is not for 
%vant of good vull if they do not j but if no opportunity offers* though againft their 
■will, they get the reputation of good foldiers. 

In fight the Negroes do not Hand upright againft one another, but run /looping and 
liftoung, that the bullets may fly over their heads. Others creep towards the enemy, 
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and, being come clofe, let % at them; after which they run away as fall as they can, 
and, as if the devil were iure of the hindmoft, get to their own army as foon as poffi- 
ble, in order to load their arms and fall on again. In Ihort, their ridiculous geftures, 
Hooping, creeping, and crying, make their fight more like monkeys playing together 
than a battle. 

The booty which the commonalty chiefly aim at are the prifoners and ornaments of 
gold, and Conte de Terra ; for fome, efpecially the in-land Negroes, are fo fimple as to 
drefs themfelves in the richeft manner poffible on thefe occafions $ wherefore they are 
frequently fo loaded with gold and Conte de Terra, that they can fcarcely march. 

Common prifoners who cannot raife their ranfom, are kept or fold for Haves at plea- 
fure: if they take any confiderable perfon, he is very well guarded, and a very high 
ranfom put upon him ; but if the perfon who occafioned the beginning of the war be 
taken, they will not eafily admit him to ranfom, though his weight in gold were offered, 
for fear he fhould in future form fome new defign againft their repofe. 

The moll potent Negro cannot pretend to be infured from flavery, for if he ever 
ventures himfelf in the wars, it may eafily become his lot; he is confequently obliged 
to remain in that Hate till the fum demanded for his redemption is fully paid, which 
withal is frequently fet fo high, that he, his friends, and all his intereft, are not fuffi- 
cient to raife it; on which account, he is forced to a perpetual flavery, and the molt con¬ 
temptible offices. Some amongfl them are fo barbarous, that finding their hopes of a 
high ranfom fruftrated, they pay themfelves by cruelly murdering the wretched 
pril'oner. 

Wars betwixt two defpotical Kings, who have their fubje&s entirely at their com¬ 
mand, are of a long duration, and frequently lafl feveral years fucceffively, or till the 
utter ruin of one of them ends the difpute. They frequently lie a whole year encamped 
againft each other without attempting any thing, a few diverting fkirmifhes excepted : 
only againft rainy weather they each return home without molefting one another. 

Though this is chiefly owing to their priefts, without whofe fuftrage they are not 
eafily induced to attempt a battle; they advife them againft it, under pretence that 
their gods have not yet declared in favour of them; and if they will attempt it notwith- 
ftanding, they threaten an ill iffue: but if thefe crafty villains obferve that their army 
is much ftronger than the enemies, and the foldiers well inclined to fighting, they al¬ 
ways advife to attempt it; though with fuch a cautious referve, that if it fucceeds con¬ 
trary to expectation, they never want an excufe to bring themfelves off: the com¬ 
manders or foldiers have done this or that thing, which they ought not to have done; 
for which reafon the whole army is punifhed. In Ihort, let the event prove how it 
will, the prieft is infallibly innocent, and his character always maintains its own re¬ 
putation. 

I doubt not but I have fufficiently enlarged on their ridiculous wars, if I have not 
dwelt longer on them than they deferve; wherefoire I ffiall relate the events which 
happened in my time, and apply inyfelf to the defcription of their military arms. 

The chief of thefe are mul'quets or carabins, in the management of which they are 
wonderfully dextrous. It is not unpleafant to fee them exercife their army5 they handle 
their arms fo cleverly, difcharging them feveral ways, one fitting, the l'econd creeping, 
or lying, &c. that it is really to be admired they never hurt one another. Perhaps you 
wonder how the Negroes come to be furnifhed with fire-arms, but you will have no 
reafon when you know we fell them incredible quantities, thereby obliging'them with a 
knife to cut our own throats. But we are forced to it; for if we would not, they might 
be fufficiently ftorcd with that commodity by the Engltffi, Danes, and Braudenburghers; 
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and could we all agree together not to fell them any, the Englifh and Zealand interlopers 
would abundantly lurniln them: and fince that and gun-powder for fome time have 
been the chief vendible merchandife here, we lhould have found but an indifferent 
i.iade without our ihare in it. It were, indeed, to be wiflied that thefe dangerous 
commodities had never been brought hither, or at leaft, that the Negroes might be in 
a Ihort time brought to be content with i'omewhat elfe in their room: but this in all 
appearance is never likely. 

Next their guns, in the fecond place are their fwords, Ihaped like a fort of chopping- 
knives, being about two or three hands broad at the extremity, and about one at the 
handle, and about three or four fpans long at moll; and a little crooked at the top. 
Thefe fabres are very ftrong, but commonly fo blunt that feveral ftrokes are neceffary 
to cut off a-head : they have a wooden guard, adorned on one fide, and fometimes on 
both, with fmall globular knobs, covered with a fort of Ikin, whilft others content 
themfelves with bits of rope frnged black with the blood of flieep or other cattle, with 
the additional ornament of a bunch of horfe-hair, amongft people of condition thin 
gold plates are ufual: to this weapon belongs a leather-fheath almoft open on one fide; 
to which, by way of ornament, a tiger’s head, or a large red ihell is hung ; both 
which are valuable here. _ Thefe fabres they wear when they go out at their left hip, 
hanging in a belt, which is girt about their waifts for that end, or ftuck in their Paan! 
which is round about their bodies, and comes betwixt their legs, that they may run 
the fwifter; befides which, they are begirt with a bandalier belt, with about twenty 
bandaliers. _ They have a cap on their heads made of a crocodile’s Ikin, adorned oil 
each fide with a red (hell, and behind with a bunch of horfe-hair, and a heavy iron- 
cham, or fomething elfe inflead of it, girt round their head. Thus appointed, with 
their bodies coloured white, our heroes look liker devils than men. 

1 heir other weapons are firfl a bow and arrow $ but thefe are not much in vogue 
amongft the Coaft Negroes, thofe of Aquamboe alone excepted, who are lb nicely 
dextrous in (hooting, that in hare-hunting they will lodge their fmall fine arrows in 
what part or the hare’s body is defired. Thefe arrows have feathers at their head and 
are pointed with iron. The Negroes of Awinee ufually poifon them ; but on the Coaft 
that pernicious cuftom is not praSifed, nor do they fo much as know what poifon is 

Next foUow the Affagay or Haffagay, as fome call them, which are of two forts- 
the fmaller forts are about aFlemilh ell, or perhaps half an ell longer, and very llender 
and thele they call as darts ; the fecond, or larger fort, are about twice as long and 
large as the former, the upper part pointed with iron like a pike; fome of them are 
covered for the length of one fpan or two, though in all manner of lhapes. The Affa¬ 
gay ferves them inftead of a fhbre, that having their fliield in the left hand, they mav 
the more conveniently dart the Affagay with the right, for they have always fomebody 
or other to carry them after them. 1 3 

Lafl of all are their Ihields, which ferve only as a defenfive covering of the body 
and not to the offending any perfon. 1 have feen Negroes wonderoufty dextrous in foe 
manageinent oi_ thefe ftnelds, which they hold in their left hand, and a fabre in foe 
’ u nd p aym £ W1 5 h both > the y P u * their body into very ftrange poftures, and fo 
fh‘ l ^ V uT thei V felTes Wlth the Ihield, that it is irapoflible to come at them. Thefe 
S W W S a l abOUt f r.°[ five fo0£l0n S’ ^ three broad, are made of ofiertl 
fome nf tfipm i coverec ^ tvith gold leather, tigers’ (kins, or fome other materials; 

m l0 h T ? e3Ch COrner m the middle broad thin copper-plates 
t0 Ward f t 2 ^ the % ht Affagayes, as well as foe bloVs of the 

.Are, if they are good, though they are not proof againft a mufquet-ball. 


I think 


bosman’s guinea. 


4 *J 

I think thefe are all the weapons ufed amongft the Negroes, without I fhould tell 
you that fome of them alfo are poffeffed of a few cannon; it is indeed true, but they 
ufe them in a very flovenly manner. The King of Saboe hath a very fmall number, 
with which he has been in the field, but he never made ufe of them. Some of them, 
after once firing them, have fuffered the enemy to take them, as it happened to the 
Commanyfchians; after which, thofe who took them were ignorant of the ufe of them ; 
fo that thefe monarchs’ cannon only ferves to fhoot by way of compliment and falu- 
tation, of which the Blacks are very fond. 

Promifes create a debt; and at the beginning of this letter you have my word that 
it fhould conclude with the grandeur of their Kings; in purfuance of which, let us fee 
wherein it confifts. 

The extent of their territories is fo fmall, that forae of them have not more land 
under their jurifdiction than a fingle captain or bailiff of a village, and bear the fame- 
name accordingly amongft the Negroes : for before the arrival of the Europeans in this 
country, no higher title was known amongft them than that of captain or colonel, with 
this only difference, that the one was appropriated to a country, but the other to a vil¬ 
lage. But fince their converfation with us, they, or rather we, make a diftin£tion 
betwixt a king and a captain. The firft word by which it was expreffed, was Obin or 
Abin, which fignifies captain in our language, but they always underftood by it a com¬ 
mander of a country, town, or nation, for our matters of fhips generally afliime the 
fame title; and by the fame appellation would alfo be applied, without any diftinc- 
tion, to our direftor-general and chief of forts, if we did not better inform the natives 
of the difference. Kings are obliged in this country to preferve their power by dint of 
force; wherefore the richer they are in gold and Haves, the more they are honoured 
and efteemed ; and without thofe, they have not the leaft command over their fubjects ; 
but on the contrary, would not only be obliged to pray, but pay their underlings to 
execute their commands. But if the goddefs Fortune has endowed them with a rich 
lliare of treafure, they are naturally cruel enough to govern their people tyrannically,, 
and puniih them fo feverely in their purfes for trivial crimes, that they cannot forget it 
all the remainder of their lives; and this is done with a feeming colour of juftice; for 
the King, having any thing to charge on another, delivers the matter into the hands of 
die Caboceros, and lubmits it to their decifion; who, knowing his mind, are fure to 
aggravate the crime as much as poilible, and take care that their judgment be confonant 
to his royal will and pleafure. 

The Kings in their dwellings, or, if I may fo call them, courts, do not diftinguiflu 
thenffelves by keeping any ftate. There is no guard at their palace-gates, nor anybody 
to wait on them; and when they ftir abroad in their town, it is very feldom they are 
attended by any more company than two boys, one of which carries the fabre, the 
other the ftool or chair; and if they are met in the ftreets, they are about as much 
complimented as a cobler amongft us, whom we hardly beftow a hat upon, if we know 
him to be fuch. The meanefl Have never ftirs one ftep out of the way on their ac¬ 
count. But on the contrary, if they are going to pay a vifit to any perfon in another 
town, or are to be vifited by fome confiderable man, they always take care to fliew 
their grandeur, and on fuch occafions are always accompanied with armed men; feveral 
fhields are then carried for their ufe, and an umbrella above their heads, that the gen¬ 
tleman’s fkin be not darkened by the fun : their wives are then finely dreffed with gold 
and other rich ornaments, and have a long firing of gold and Conte de Terra, or coral, 
hung about them; though in their towns they and all their wives are fo wretchedly 
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habited, that their cloaths are foraetiines not worth one Chilling, nor fufEcient to diflin- 
guilh them from the meanell Have. 

Thefe great Princes are fo miferably covetous, that there is not one of their fubjefts 
fo poor, from whom they would not catch at a prefent. Hence it is, that Their Ma- 
jefties’ kitchens are not much better furnifhed than thole of the common Negroes; 
bread, oil, and a little (linking fifh makes up their bill of fare, and water is their 
drink for the greatefl part of the day ; in the morning, if they have it, they drink 
brandy; and in the afternoon, palm-wine: in one word, their manner of living is 
indiltmguifhable from the meaneft amonglt them. 

At the time when the palm-wine comes from the in-land country, they go in the 
afternoons altogether, viz. Haves and all as companions, to the public market-place, 
where they fit down and drink very fociably; every one that pleafes, bringing his own 
ftool, adds himfelf to the croud: here they tipple till they have even burft the lice on 
their head ; but when they are a little warmed, and their thirlt fomewhat flacked, they 
drink like Caboceros, whole bumpers and pints ; for the calabafh, out of which they 
drink, holds a pint, quart, or fcmetimes a pottle, which, when they come to be merry, 
is half or perhaps quite filled, which they let to their mouths to drink, draining to 
about two-thirds through their beards in order to fall to the ground, making by that 
means a fort of rivulet of wine on the place where they fit, and this is efteemed a great 
piece of magnanimity. The Europeans (amonglt whom I do not pretend to be lingu¬ 
lar) are very good at this fport ; but it is well for them it is not Rhinilh or French wine, 
for that would be too expenfive; and here, for four or five fliillings, they may get 
drunk and throw away large quantities. 

When thefe drunken brethren come together, they are as impertinent and noify as 
the Smoufe or German jews at their fynagogue at Amfterdam; but you mull not ima¬ 
gine the difcourfe to turn on ferious fubjeds or Hate affairs, not in the leaft, it is gene¬ 
rally rank bawdy, of which they are fo full, that it continually runs over; and though 
the women come amongll them, this is no reafon for interrupting the difcourfe, for 
they are always ready to bear their part, being very richly furnifhed on this head ; nor 
is it ever thought fcandalous for them to difplay this fprt of talent. In Ihort, this is a 
perfect babbling and fcolding-fchool, where each perfon freely gives his neighbour his 
own, as they call it; but in a much better manner than in Europe, where railing is the 
bufinefs of the private entertaining rooms, for here the perfons exclaimed againft are 
prefent, and confequemly may vindicate themfelves: but hold, I fhall run too far; it 
is fit, I tell yon, that though the Kings live thus in common with their Haves, yet on 
very flight occafions they frequently give them broken heads, from which thofe only 
are excepted who have acquired a reputation amongfl the people; and indeed I have 
obferved that fome of thefe (laves had more authority than their mailers ; for having 
long exercifed a command over their mailers’ dependents, by their own trading, they 
are become pofleflors of fome Haves themfelves, and in procefs of time are grown fo 
powerful, that their patrons are obliged to fee with their eyes only ; and what is yet 
more, it is not feldom that they fo obftinately oppofe their mailers, that they will not 
be appealed by any other means than a prefent. 

A King here is always very ready to be hired to the affiltance of any of his neigh¬ 
bours in their wars, becaufe the greateft part of the money agreed for fells to his lhare - 
after the receipt of which, he is not much concerned whether the promifed afliftance 
be punctually ready at the appointed time or not; it he has received the gold it is 
enough, he always knows how to fetisfy his cuftomers with one lie or other; in which 
they are fo iiibtle, that they will, unobferved, defraud even thofe who are very w e ll 
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upon their guard- Though this is an advantageous fort of trade, they are yet more 
fond of being mediators betwixt disagreeing nations ; for on this account they get 
money from both parties, and keep the breach open as long as pofiibly they can, in 
order to get the more money from each* It is upon thefe incomes that they chiefly 
fubfift, for their revenue is very inconfiderable. It is indeed true, that they impofe a 
toll on all goods palling through their country ; but the collectors being always fome 
of the principal men amongft them, make fure of the largeft fhare of it, and colleCt 
fo well for themfelves, that the King has very little of it. In a word, he is obliged to 
fubfift on exorbitant fines, fraudulently extorted from his fubje&s, or on the manual 
labour of himfelf and flaves: wherefore thofe Kings are unfortunate who have but few 
flaves, and confequently are not very rich or potent. I have known fome of thefe fo 
poor, that they had neither money nor credit to command a bottle of palm-wine to treat 
their vifitants. Hence you may colleft how rich and potent thefe wrens of Kate are 
(as Monfieur Doudyri calls them in his Mercury). But perhaps being already tired 
with this account of the pomp and grandeur of their wives, Haves, and houfehold, as 
well as themfelves, you would gladly be informed how the illuftrious princes and prin- 
ceffes, their royal offspring, are educated* I have formerly given you fome general 
hints concerning the Negro children ; it is then fuff dent to affure you, ,that I never 
could obferve the leaf! difference in this particular betwixt the royal and common edu¬ 
cation, The princes being arrived at years of maturity, to get an honeft livelihood, 
either plough the land or draw palm-wine, which 1 can allure you they are not afhamed 
to carry to the market themfelves in order to fell it; but if they are not employed in 
thefe occupations, it is in fomething elfe equally confident with their charafter ; from 
whence, in procefs of time, they afcend the royal throne of their anceftors* If you 
reflect on this, it will fome what abate your wonder, how hufbandmen, fhepherds, or 
potters, as Agatliocles was, ftould ever wear royal crowns, as hiftoriesinform us: it 
daily occurs here ; nay, what is yet more, the throne is often filled with thofe who, 
when young, have ferved ns as foot-boys, or in a meaner capacity; wherefore you 
may imagine we cannot be brought to have a very great efteem for thefe potentates : 
no, I can affure you the meaneft of our factors thinks better of himfelf than one of 
thefe kings : and indeed his authority is much more confiderable, if we confider him 
to exereife that of the director-general and council, in whole name he adts ; but leaving 
that as it is, I had rather refer you to Monfieur Focquenbrog than fay any more 
of our grandeur- 

As for the ladies, the princeffcs, perhaps you will be apt to think them too tender 
for the fatigues of agriculture \ no, not in the leaft, they mull alfo lay their hands to 
■ the plough ; but if it happens that one of thefe illuftrious ladies is too haughty to (tain 
her high birth by working like a Have, fhe generally takes up a trade more likely to 
maintain her genteelly, which requires no more than tv hat madam Nature has liberally 
bellowed on her; and if Ihe does not get fo much as the ladies of her profeffion in 
Europe, Ihe has not fuch extravagant wants as they, and is confequently very well 
fatisfied* Several of thefe are married in their young days, without the leaft regard to 
high birth or family, every body pleafmg themfelves in their choice; for a marriage 
between a King's daughter and a Have is not at all thought difproportionate, but is 
indeed fomewhat better than for a King’s fon to marry a Have, which daily happens; 
iince the common proverb, that the children follow the mother, is here palled into an 
unalterable rule, and confequently the iffueof the former (viz, the princefs married to 
a Have) are free, and thofe proceeding from the latter, flaves* Thus you have a view 
of the whole royal family : it remains now that I fliould give you fome account of the 
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great officers under the King, which confifl of Braffoos or enfigns, Sabre-bearers, 
Tie-ties, that is, public criers or proclaimers, attendants on their wives, horn-blowers 
or trumpeters and drummers : which offices the following lines will elucidate. That 
of Braffoo I have already explained to be a fort of marfhal, who is to charge firil in 
battle, which if he have but courage enough he always does. The fecond are the 
fabre or fword-bearers, of which thefe monarchs have generally about four. Whether 
thefe agree with the antient armour-bearers, I cannot certainly tell, though I believe 
them very near alike. This, whatever you may think of it, is no mean poft; for the 
gentlemen to whom it is entrulled, fometirnes become honoured with the character of 
ambaffadors to foreign courts •, though, to do juftice, that more properly belongs to the 
Tie-ties or public criers, who are alfo made ufe of on this occafion, and fent by their 
matters on national errands to friends or enemies, their caps being an effectual free-pafs 
every where, fuppofing them to be fent by their mailer, but other wife they cannot pro¬ 
tect them ; they being in effect not unlike our European trumpeters in time of war. 
Each town hath one or two of thefe officers to cry what is flrayed, loft or ftolen ; and 
to proclaim the orders made by the governors or Kings : befides all which, when fitting 
in council, they are obliged when the voices run too high and confufed, to cry out. 
Tie-tie, or Hearken, from whence the name of their office is borrowed. They wear 
a cap made of a black ape’s fkin, whofe hair is about one finger’s length, and in their 
hands they have a bunch made of the hair of an elephant’s tail, and finall rufhes ; with 
which they defend their mafter from the flies. The fourth and laft as well as moil con- 
liderable officers, are the attendants on the King’s wives; their chief province is to take 
care that no ftrangers pluck the fruit of their matter’s orchard: though I am apt to 
think when thefe happen to be tolerably handfome fellows, that they make better ufe 
of their polls, than their mafter of his propriety. They are alfo entrulled with all the 
King’s treafury; of which they carry the keys, for they are not trailed to any befides them, 
and confequently they are the only perfons who after the King’s deceafe are able and 
obliged to give an account of his treafury. Befides thefe, our monarchs have no other 
officers. But 1 ought alfo to inform you that they are not Kings alone who are thus 
ferved, but every principal man has the fame fort of officers to attend him, being 
herein equal with the King; or if he is very rich, perhaps he will out-vie him. 

I dare fay you will not complain that this is too lhort; if its lengh is not tirefome it 
is well; I have only the importance of the fubjefl to plead : in lhort, that it prove agree¬ 
able, is the wifli of yours, &c. 

LETTER XII. — Of the Negroes’ Manner of marrying; the Bride brings no Fortune, 
and the Bridegroom but a very /mail one; Wedding-Charges very eafy; how many 
Wives they have ; what Work they do , and the Idlenefs of the Men ; Merchants’ Wives 
live the bef; feme drive a Trade with their Wives ; the particular Subtlety of the 
Women ; Fines for lying with another Man’s Wife , and how the Caufe is fried. — Mar¬ 
ried People have no mutual Propriety in Money or Goods , nor does the one inherit any 
Fffedls of the other , nor do the Children inherit their Parents’ Goods. —How the Right 
of Inheritance devolves. —- Adultery is feverely punifhed in the in-land Country , each 
Perf on there being chiefly his own Judge ; Wives not permitted to punijh their Hitjbands 
for Adultery; fruitful Women honoured and rcfpeBcd ; ridiculous Ceremonies on a young 
Woman j being with Child thefrjl time ; what Name they give their Children ; won¬ 
derful Separation of the Women of Ante when they have borne ten Children ; menfnmts 
IVomen unclean, — Circumtifion ufual amongst them; a ConjcBure from whence they 
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derived that Cuftm ; of the unmarried ; early Marriages ; why Women remain Imgefi 
unmarried; Multitude of Women; common Proftitutes initiated to Trade; how highly 
they arc valued, if found; unmarried Women are Whores, though not allied fo* a 
Defcription of the common Whores of Ardra. 

SlK, 

MY former treated of wars and the arts of deftru&ion, and in this I ihall touch upon 
a fubjeft which fupplies the devaluations the other makes ; that is, I Jhall inform you in 
the firft place how the marriages go here, and of every thing naturally falling under 
that head. Marriage here is not overloaded with ceremonies, nor have they any notion 
of a previous courtfhip to bring on a match j here are no tedious difputes on account 
of marriage-fettlements, but if a Negro fixes his eye upon a young woman (virgin I 
fcarcely dare fay), nothing is more requifite than to apply to her father, mother or near- 
eft relations, and afk her of them, who very feldom deny a requeft of that reafonable 
nature, if it be but the Ieaft agreeable only to the daughter. 

If the young woman is marriageable, he takes her home with him, but if yet too 
young, he leaves her fome time with her parents, which fome are not very willing to, 
for reafons hereafter to be told. The bride brings no other fortune than her body, 
nor does the man want much ; it is fufficient if he has enough to defray the expence 
of the wedding-day, which confifts of a little gold, wine, brandy, a iheep for the rela¬ 
tions, and new cloaths for the bride, which are proportioned to the circumftances of 
the bridegroom, who keeps a very exaft account of every thing he bellows on the 
bride or her friends, that if Ihe ever comes to be fo far dilgufted at him as to leave 
him, he may demand all again, which Ihe or her friends mult pay to the utmoft exafl- 
nefs, together with the wedding charges. But if he puts her away, the account is 
fettled, and he has no pretence to demand any thing of her or her relations, unlefs he 
produce very good reafons why he left her : in which cafe the mentioned dilburfements 
moil be refunded. 

The wedding-day is not accompanied with feafting and jollity; the bride is fome- 
what extraordinarily dreffed for feveral days fucceffively with fine cloaths, gold and 
other ornaments, which are frequently borrowed or hired on thefe occaiions; not 
unlike thofe in Holland, who, to render their funeral feafts the more fplendid, adorn 
themfelves with other’s feathers. Each man marries as many wives as he pleafes or is 
confiftent with his circumftances, though they feldom exceed twenty, but are com¬ 
monly contented with a number betwixt three and ten, and thofe who would appear 
very great, complete the mentioned number of twenty. Moll of thefe wives are obliged 
to till the ground, plant Milhio or Jummes, or otherwife work for their hulbands, and 
to take care that he finds fomething to eat when he comes home; the bell of winch is, 
that they can very cheaply fatisfy him : whilft the man only idly fpends his time in im¬ 
pertinent tattling (the women’s bufinefs in our country) and drinking of palm-wine, 
which the poor wives are frequently obliged to raife money to pay for, and by their 
hard labour maintain and fatisfy thefe lazy wretches their greedy thirft after wine. 
Though others are not quite lo beaftly, particularly the traders in palm-wine, and fifher- 
m&i; the former of which fell palm-wine, and the latter either go out to fifli, or 
hire themfelves to us to row according as opportunity offers} and thefe keep houfe the 
moll peaceably and pafs the moft reputably through the world. 

1'hofe who are rich, have two wives perpetually exempted from labour ; the firft of 
which is the oldeft and principal wife, here called La Mu Here Grande, or the chief 
woman ; to whom the houfe-keeping and command over all the reft is entrulled. The 
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fecond is fhe who is confecrated to his god, and thence called BofTura, of whom he is 
very jealous, and fo much enraged if any man kifles her, that if he could do it privately, 
he would fo feverely punifli her that /he would not be able to ferve him fo again; but 
as for the remainder of his wives, he doth not w r atch them fo narrowly, efpecially if he 
can get any money by them. 

Thefe Boflums are /laves, bought with defign to be confecrated to their god, and 
therefore generally none of the mod difagreeable. With thefe they lie on their birth¬ 
day or night, and that day of the week dedicated to their god ; it is on this accounr 
that they efteem their fortune better than that of other women. 

The principal merchants’ or traders’ wives are the happieft, becaufe not obliged to 
much labour out of the houfe, and they are well provided for by their hulbands. 

Several Negroes are fo brutal that they marry many wives only to get a good living 
by them, and to wear gilt horns. Thefe give their wives full order to entice other 
men to lie with them ; which done, thefe /he-brutes immediately tell their hufband, 
who knows very well how to fleece the amorous fpark. It is inexpreflible what fub- 
tleties thefe Phsedras ufe to draw men, but efpecially ftrangers, into the net; to thofe 
they will pretend they have no hu/band, and are yet unmarried and free. 

Others, whofe admirers very well know they are married, the better to allure them 
to their embraces, will promife, and if required, fwear eternal fecrecy; but moft of 
them keep their words like women, and are fure not to tell their hu/band before they 
fee him ; and indeed it would fall very hard upon them if their hulband came to the 
knowledge thereof by any other means, which is fome excufe for their difdofing their 
lover; it being highly reafonable and a natural law, that a woman /hould further 
the intere/t of her hu/band ; fince by this means they avoid the danger of pumfhment, 
which they ought to expect from their hulbands for concealment. 

The fine for lying with another man’s wife amongit the common people is about 
four, five or fix pounds fterling; but the rich muffc bleed a greater fum, efpecially if 
he has lain with a confiderable man’s wife; on which occafion it coils a hundred 
pounds or two. 

Thefe caufes are very accurately pleaded and defended before the courts of judicature. 
I, during my relidence, a fled the part of a chief judge on this occafion above one 
hundred times. "You know that to deny is the firft rule in law, and the Negroes are 
fo well /killed in this, that they commonly deny the accufation the firft thing they do, 
and oblige their accufers to confirm it by evidence, which the woman being moft capa¬ 
ble of, is obliged to appear in full affembly, and difplay the whole action in its moft 
natural broad terms and colours, with all its attending circumftances of time, place, 
how the criminal deported himfelf, and what he gave her : in a word, without forget¬ 
ting the leaft particular. What think you, fir, is nGt this a rare trial, and very proper 
for the ears of thofe old gentlemen of which this affembly or court is compofed ? Efpe- 
cially confidering that befides all this, fometimes the accufed urges in his defence, that 
it is true that he was indeed juft ready to perpetrate the charged crime, but timely thinking 
of the confequences, withdrew without reducing his intentions into action. In anfwer 
to which, the lady is obliged to declare all particulars, and to give all po/fible proofs 
of his completing the fa£t, infomuch that both flick fo clofe to their aflertion, which 
they back with fo much probability, that the old men are perplexed what fentence to 
give without putting the man to his oath, and if he forfwears it, he is clear ; but if 
he refufes that, fentence paffes againfl him, fince on thefe occalions there are not many 
witneffes. 
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Married people here have no community of goods* but each hath his or her parti¬ 
cular propriety ; the man and his wife generally adjuft the patter together* fo that they 
are to bear the charge of houfe-keeping* while the cloathing of the whole family is at 
his foie expence. 

On the death of either the man or the wife* the refpefHve relations come and 
immediately fweep away all* not leaving the widow or widower the leaft part thereof* 
though they are frequently obliged to help to pay the funeral charges. 

Some Negroes* befides wives* have alio their concubines* which they feveral times pre¬ 
fer before their wives* and take more care of them ; but their children are deemed illegi¬ 
timate* and are not reckoned amongfl the relations. 

If a Negro has a child by his flave, whether married to her or not* his heir will look 
upon it and keep it only as a Have, on which account thofe who love their flaveswill 
take care to make their children free with the ufual ceremonies before they die: after 
which they are in every particular treated as free perfons. 

The children they have by their wives are indeed legitimate* but all along the Gold 
Coaft never inherit their parents* effects* except at A e ra only. The el deft fon* fup- 
pofmg the father a king or a captain of a town* fucceeds him in his office only ; but 
bolides his father's fhield and fabre, he has nothing more to pretend to ; fo that it is 
here no manner of advantage to be defcended from rich parents* unlefs (which feldom 
happens) paternal love obliges them to beftow fomewhat on their children in their life¬ 
time* which mu ft be very privately done* otherwife the relations, after their father’s 
death* will oblige the children to return it to the utmoft farthing. 

The right of inheritance is very oddly adjufted ; and as far as I could obferve* the 
brothers and filler's children are the right and lawful heirs, in the following manner. 
They do not jointly inherit* but the el dell fon of his mother is heir to his mother’s 
brother or his fon* as the eldell daughter is heirefs of her mother's filler or her 
daughter: neither the father himfelf* or his relations* as brothers, fillers, See. have any 
claim to the goods of the defunct* for what reafon they cannot tell: but I am of opi¬ 
nion that this cuftom was introduced on Account of the whoredom of the women* 
herein following the cuftom of fome Eaft Indian Kings* who (as authors fay) educate 
their filters' fon as their own* and appoint him to fucceed in the throne* becaufe they 
are more fure that their fillers' fon is of their blood than they can be of their own ; 
for being obliged to trull a woman no way related to them* if fhe commit adultery* the 
child may be entirely eft ranged from their blood. 

In deficiency of the mentioned heirs, the brothers or fillers take place ; but if none 
of them are in being* then the neareft relation to the mother of the defunft comes in* 
But their account of this fubjedl is fo perplexed and obfeure* that hitherto no Euro¬ 
pean has been able to obtain a clear description of it, as I am certain they never will; 
notwkhflanding that the Negroes are fo accurately perfcQ: in it* that they never com¬ 
mit any error on this head; not but that great difputes arife fometimes amongll them 
on this occafion; but thefe are never owing to their ignorance who is the heir; but 
happen from the next heir's being too potent in men and arms* and therefore ilretching 
beyond the due bounds of inheritance. 

I have already told you how many wives the Negroes marry ; and herein they place 
the greatefl glory and grandeur* as their riches confill in the multitude of Haves, 
though they frequently conduce to their ruin* becaufe every man is obliged to make 
good the injury which his flave does ; if he is guilty of theft or adultery* his mafter is 
obliged to pay the fine impofed for his crime. 
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The Negroes are alfo refponfible for their fons, nephews, and other relations; though 
in this cafe the relations help each other by a mutual contribution, each giving fome- 
thing towards it according to his circumftances ; which, if hi fhould not do, the criminal 
would be condemned to death or llavery. 

Having at large defcribed the marriages of the Coaft Negroes, let us fee how the 
in-land Negroes behave themfelves in their marriage-hate, and what puniihment they 
infli£t on adultery j fince freed from any fubjection to the Europeans, they are more 
fevere on this occafion. 

He who debauches a Negro’s wife here, is not only generally entirely ruined, but 
his relations often fuffer with him : for if the injured perfon be a rich and great man, 
he is not contented with ruining the malefa&or only, but will not be quiet till he hath 
removed him out of the way. If the guilty perfon is a have, his death is undeniably 
determined, and that in the moll cruel manner that can be devifed, betides a fine laid 
upon his mailer; and the inen here detefling the foregoing fordid manner of trading 
with their wives ufual on the Coaft, a woman caught in adultery is alfo in great danger 
of her life, unlefs her relations pacify the enraged hufband with a large fum of money. 
But fhe who lies with her hufband’s Have is infallibly condemned to death, as well 
as the Have her paramour : befides all which, her relations are obliged to pay a fum to 
her hufband. 

Every confiderable Negro is in this cafe for the moft part his own judge ; and is he 
too weak alone to avenge himfelf, he calls his friends to his affiftance, who readily 
lend him their helping-hand, each being fure to get fomething of the compenfation 
which occurs. 

Thefe Negroes are richer than thofe who live amongft us; and therefore a perfon 
guilty of this crime is punifhed with utmoft feverity. I have heard of fines amounting 
to above five thoufand pounds fterling paid on account of adultery. Befides Acra, 
Apam, and Coromantyn, there are very few places on the Gold Coaft where I have 
not lived, and I do not remember in any of them ever to have met with a Negro who 
was pofieffed of fo large a fortune ; or with any King but what, after having fold all he 
had in the world to raife fuch a fum, would find himfelf not able to do it: but when 
I talk at this rate, I would except the King of Aquamboe, and according to report 
alfo him of Acron j which two being joined, pofiefs more gold than all the reft 
together. 

It is undeniable that jealoufy is always accompanied with love; thefe two paffions 
being fo infeparahle, that though they produce contrary effects, yet they feetn in reality 
but the fame thing. But however jealous the Black women are of their hufbands, yet 
they have no latisfaflaon to pretend to, if their hufbands, by diverting themfelves with 
other women, rob them of their right; their only remedy is to wean him from this 
vice, by agreeable, fcft and tender means; for none of them, befides his chief wife, 
dare pretend to chide him for it: Ihe, indeed, when opportunity offers, will charge 
him feverely on that account, and threaten him that if he purfues that courfe flie / will 
leave him : "but this mull be when the man is in a good humour, otherwife he won’t 
take it very well. 

Before I advance any farther, I ought to inform you, that all I impart to you con¬ 
cerning the in-land Negroes, is not the refult of my own obfervation, I never having 
been at thofe places; but is only collected from the relation of the Negroes that come 
from thence : but they are fuch people, that in this and other things I dare aflure myfelf 
of the truth of what they fay. However I do not hand it to you as my own. 
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Each wife is fare to do her beft to pleafe and charm her huiband, in order to be 
preferred above the reft in his love. 

The wife, who is fo fortunate as to be big with child, is very much refpefted by her 
huiband, and waited on; befides which, if It is the firft time, rich offerings are made 
to the falfe-god, to obtain her fafe delivery. The ceremonies ufed on occafion of a 
woman's being big with the firft child, are very foofifli and ridiculous. As foon as 
they find themfelves pregnant, they are brought to the fea-fhore in order to be wafhed; 
though before file can get thither, {he is followed by a great number of boys and girls, 
who fling all manner of dung and filth at her in her way to the fea, where fhe is ducked 
and wafiled clean. Why this is done I cannot tell, unlefs it be becaufe they vainly 
believe that if it is omitted, the mother, the child, or fome of the relations, will cer¬ 
tainly die foon after. 

As foon as the child is born, and the prieft has confecrated it, if above the common 
rank, it hath three names bellowed on it (though always called by one) ; the firft is 
that of the day of the week on which it is bom ; the next, if a fon, is his grand¬ 
father’s ; if a girl, her grandmother's name \ though this is not ftridly obferved by 
the Negroes, feme of them giving their own, or the names of fome of their relations 
to their children: after which, their names increafe with their years: has any perfon 
behaved himfelf valiantly in the war, he obtains a name derived from thence, as he 
doth by killing a chieftain of the enemies: does he kill a wild ravenous beaft, he gets 
a new name by it. But it would be a day’s work to recite all their names, and the occa- 
fions of them \ it is fufficient to tell you, that the number given to fome men amounts 
to twenty; the chief of which, and by which he is moft honoured, is that given him 
when they are drinking palm-wine together in the market-place. The common name 
by which they are called, is one of thofe given them at their birth. Some are called 
after the number of children that their mother has borne, as the eighth, the ninth, or 
tenth child j but this is only when the mother has borne above fix or feven children. 

In the country of Ante, if a woman has borne ten children, fhe is obliged to be 
feparated from her huiband, and live in a folitary hut, remote from all the reft of man¬ 
kind, for the fpace of a whole year, where fhe is carefully furnifhed with all necef- 
faries of life; after the expiration of this term, and the performance of all cuftomary 
ceremonies, fhe returns to her hufband, and lives with him as before: this is a cuftom 
fo particular, that I do not know any nation befides where it is in ufe; and why it is 
praOifed here I am alfo ignorant, unlefs it be grounded on fome fuperftitious opinion, 
that it will defend them from fome evil. 

When the cuftom of women is upon the female fex, they are not only efteemed un¬ 
clean, and feparated from their huiband, but they are not fuftered to go into another 
man’s houfe, at leaft to lodge, and are confequently obliged to remain in a fmall hut 
near their father’s or hufband’s houfe. 

The children are not circumcifed any where on the Gold Goaft, but at Acra. But 
whence the cuftom of holding women unclean, and circumcifing the children, fhould 
be derived from, I own I cannot tell; to carry it up as bights the Judaic times, feems 
to me too far ; though feveral Europeans favour this affertion, urging, that the Negroes 
ftill retain feveral laws and cuftoms which favour of Judaifm, as that laft mentioned, 
the honouring of the moon at fhe time when the Jews begin their feftival, the marrying 
of their brother’s wife, and feveral more, which feem the fame in effect, as well as 
the names, of which here are feveral which occur in the Old Teftament. But all this 
cannot, in the leaft, incline me to their opinion 5 I fhould be more eafily perfuaded 
that they had all thefe from the Mahometans, whole religion is a mere rhapfody of 
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Chriftianity, Judaifm, and Heathenifin ; which, extending itfelf from one country to 
another, might probably reach hither: this conjecture being confiderably ftrengthened 
from the natives of Adra and Fida, their being cuftomed to trade feveral hundred miles 
in-land, till they come to the Barbary eoaft, and not improbably to the Moors country. 
Which being granted, it is not unnatural to fuppofe they may have learned and brought 
home fome fragments of their religion. — 

But to return to our fubject. Several of each fex here live unmarried, at leaf! for 
fome time, though commonly the number of Angle women exceeds that of Angle men, 
and that for reafons hereafter to be told ; and yet very few Negroes die, unlefs it be 
very young, unmarried. The men marry as foon as they can raife mosjey to defray 
the'wedding charges, which, being fo very inconfiderable among the common people, 
they get a wife very foon. The children of the chief or rich people, whofe relations 
are Inclined to it, and want no money, are frequently married before they become ac¬ 
quainted with the dillin&ion of fexes : further, feveral families, willing to be more 
nearly allied, interchangeably marry their children as foon as they are born, without 
any other ceremony than the agreement of parents on both Ades. 

The reafons why the women here continue longefl unmarried, is, Arfl, becaufe that 
they live a more free life than when married, being now at perfect liberty to admit the 
embraces of any or feveral men, if they pleafe. Thefe fort of women generally marry 
amongft common people, and feldom content themfelves with their hufbands alone. 

The fecond reafon is, the valt multitude of women; their number much exceeds 
that of the men, which obliges them to Hay till they are alked. Though this long 
waiting becomes lefs irkfome, becaufe it is no manner of fcandal to flay their appetites 
as often as they think fit; nor are they therefore rudely accounted whores; but on the 
contrary, are always thought as fitting to be thofe for wives as any other ; and accord¬ 
ingly, in their turn, get hulbands as well as the reft. 

In the countries of Egnira, Abocroe, Ancober, Axirn, Ante, and Adorn, are feveral 
women who never marry, and who only are called whores, being regularly initiated in 
that trade, and fet apart for it. 

Each of the above-mentioned towns has two or three of thefe miferable wretches, 
according to their largenefs. The money that they get they bring to their mailers, 
who return them fo much out of it as is neceflary to fubfift them in cloaths and 
necefiaries. 

Thefe women are very miferable, when they have caught any venereal infection, 
from which they feldom efcape long free ; for proftituting themfelves as well to the 
unfound as found, they are in continual danger; and being once feized by th3t dif- 
ternper it mull take its courfe; for it feldom happens that any-body is touched with 
any concern for her, not fo much as her own mailer, to whom the belongs ; for as 
foon as the gain begins to ceafe, they withdraw their hands, and never frT much as 
take the leaft care of her; and thus thefe unhappy creatures come to a miferable end. 

But as long as they are found, and in their flower, they are in very great efteem : 
and it is impoflible to afflift a land or town more feufibly than by feizing thofe creatures. 
For example, if our faclor at Axim have any difpute with his lubordinate Negroes, no 
way will more effectually bring them to reafon than by taking one of thefe whores 
into cuftody, and confining her in the fort; for as foon as this news reaches the Man- 
ceros ears, they go with flying fails to the Gaboceros, and earneftly defire them to 
give the lacdor fatisfaftion, that they may have her fet at liberty again ; urging as a 
reafon why they requefl it in luch a prefiing manner, that during their imprifonment 
fchofe men who have no wives will be put to the utniofl neceflity for a woman, and be 
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prompted to run the danger of lying with men’s wives. This I can allure you of the 
truth of by my own experience, having had more than one proof of it; for at one 
rime fecuring five or fix Caboceros, and at the other two or three whores, I found 
hardly any-body befides their own relations concerned for the former; but on account 
of the other, the whole village came upon their knees j and every-body, though he 
had no particular intereft in it, was very much concerned for their liberty. 

. The countries of Coinmany, Elmina, Fetu, Saboe, Fantyn, &c. have none of thefe 
whores, and yet there is no want of unmarried women, and they without any diftinc- 
tion, than that of being too young, are alrnoft all whores, though they indeed do not 
bear that name. 

In Fida and the country about it, and in all the land of Fida, is a very great plenty 
of thefe whores, and at a cheaper price than on the Gold Coaft, In Fida I have foen 
a vail multitude of huts, not above ten foot long and fix broad, placed near the great 
roads throughout the whole country, in which thofe women are obliged to ply at their 
appointed days in the week. It is cuftomary for fome of the moll confiderable and 
rich Negro ladies, when lying upon their death-bed, to buy fome of thefe foreign fe¬ 
male Haves, and make a prelent of them to the public} which thefe tender-hearted 
gentlewomen take for a great work of mercy and charity, as fome people in Europe do 
the buying mafl’es for the fouls in purgatory. 

Thus L have detained you a tedious while on the marriages of the Negroes, and 
expofed to your view all our venereal warehoufes, and all their contained ftores. 


LETTER XIII. — How the Negroes deport themfelves to the ftck ; they do not depend 
on medicinal Remedies alone , but make Offerings to their Gods on account of the fick ; 
what thefe conjljl of; their Gratitude to Pbyfcians, which they frequently change , and 
renew their Offerings. — The Slaves alfo make Offerings for their European Majlers , 
and the Mulatto Women for their Htifbands ; which is like-wife approved by fome Euro - 
peans ; their ttfftal Remedies, which, though they feem contradiilory to the Ends for 
which they are adminijlered, yet frequently fuccced. — The great Efficacy of green Ve¬ 
getables in Dfcafes, and even in Wounds .— The Enquiry after the Caufe of any Per- 
fnis Death ; their Oucffwns put to the dead, and their fa/fe God, with the Refponfes ; 
an Accident on that account which bcfel one of the Author's Servants. — The Affertion 
offome who affirm that the Negroes aft Advice of the Devil, confuted ; and a Relation 
bow their Ouejlions to the Dead are managed . — The Jhaving of the Women on occafion 
of the Death of their Iiujbands ; cleanfmg the dead Body. — A Defcription of their 
Manner of burying the Dead ; pompous Funerals of the principal People. — How they 
preferve the Corpfe from rotting feveral Months above Ground. — Living Men facri- 
feed for the Dead; the Cruelty attending that Ciiftom, as the Author himfelf has 
obferved. — Their building of a Hut on the Grave ; and the Opinion of fome Writers 
on that fubjehl contradicted. — The funeral Ceremonies renewed one Tear after the 
Deceafe . — The Negroes very deftrous to be buried in their own Country , or at leaf 
that their Bones may be brought thither ; and how that is managed, 

Sut, 

THE letters which I have fent you fmee thofe you have already received of mine, 
are five in number : treating of, iff. The infalubrity of this country, and wherein 
it confifts. 2d, Concerning the nature of the inhabitants at large. 3d, Of their 
religion. 4th, Of their government, wars, power of their Kings: which is followed 
VOL. XVI. 3 I ' b y 


bosman's guinea. 


446 

by the fifth and laft, treating of their marriages, &c. I hope yon have received fome 
of them before now, and that the remainder will follow in due time: but for fear any 
fliould unhappily miicarry, I herewith fend you the copies of them. 

Death being the period of all human affairs, I ihall conclude my defcription of thefe 
nations with a fliort difcuflion of that fubjefl:, after which you will not be troubled with 
any more than three letters from me ; one, concerning the wild and tame quadrupeds- 
of this country j thefecond, of the fowls, infefts and fifties ; and the laft, of vegetables:' 
unlefs I can think of any other thing, and then you may be fure not to fail of it. 

But to return to our defign. Let us examine what cuftoms are ufual amongft the 
Negroes on occafion of ficknefs, death and burying. 

Any Negro falling fick here is diligently enough attended, in proportion to his cir- 
eumftances : for, as I have formerly hinted, they are all very much afraid of death; 
in which they are not much in the wrong, confidering that but-once to die, is for ever 
to be buried in oblivion. Actuated by this principle, they leave no means uneffayed. 
which may contribute to the extending the thread of life to as great a length as poflible: 
and had they the fame notion of the three fetal filters as the amient Greeks, I doubt 
not but thefe would have been the goddeffes to which the greateft part of their offer¬ 
ings would have been directed. 

In ficknefs (in which they agree with all the reft of the world), they firft have 
recourfe to remedies ; however, not thinking them fufficient alone to preferve life and 
reftore health, they apply their falfe and fuperftitious religious worlhip, as more effectual 
to thofeends; and what contributes to the promotion of this cuftom, is, that he who here 
afts the part of a doftor, is alfo a Feticheer or prieft, who confequently does not find 
it very difficult to perfuade the patient’s relations that he cannot be recovered without 
fome offerings made to the falfe god in order to appeafe him; and they being ftrongly 
bent to fuperftition, and immediately ready to follow the prieft’s advice, accordingly 
defire him to enquire of their god what he would pleafe to have.. The prieft to be fure 
is not negligent in this affair, where the profit accrues to him, but as foon as poffible 
puts his cheats in practice; and after his pretended enquiry, he informs them that they 
muff; offer a Iheep, hog, cock, dog, cat, or whatever iie likes bell; which fometimes 
may be gold, cloth, drink, and other fuch like good things befides, which are always 
proportioned to the ability of the perfon to be ferved ; for that alters the meafure of 
thefe cheats, who always confider whether the man be in condition to bear this charge ; 
and herein they are indeed to be preferred to fome Romifh priefts, v/hofe undiftinguifli- 
ing exorbitant price of foul-maffes ruins feveral families. 

Whatever the prieft requires, the Negroes freely part with ; and he knows to what 
ufe to put it. If the patient lhortly after recovers, either by virtue of nature’s kindly 
afliftance, or the efficacy of the medicines adrainiftered, the prieft - or doftor is fure 
not to remain unrewarded ; for whatever Mr. William Godfchalk-van-Fokkenbrog may 
pretend, that when cured, the fight of the doftor and the devil are equally welcome to 
them ; they on the contrary are very far from ingratitude on thefe occafions. 

And indeed his fenfe, turned quite contrary, is rather true of them,, they being no 
fooner recovered, but they extol their phyfician up to the heavens. 

But does the difeafe increafe, and the patient grow worfe, frelh offerings are made, 
which are more expeniive than the former.; fo that thefe continue till the patient is 
reftored to his priftine health, or dies. 

It frequently happens that one phyfician is difeharged with a good reward, and another 
called in his ftead, who begins a-new, and knows very well how to make his advantage 
of his patient’s misfortune. 
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Kis fir ft bufinefs, juft like the phyficians in Europe, is to condemn his predeceffor’s 
'method, and decry him as an ignorant pretender; upon which new and very expenfive 
'offerings are to be made ; for this new comer, fearing the fate of him in whole place he 
came, endeavours to make as great advantage as is poffible in his time; to this end he 
makes ufe of fuch cunning frauds, that our Europeans, though bad enough, would be 
put out of countenance by them. But pray, fir, do not take this to be aimed at you ; 
110, it cannot touch the honeft phyfician, and fuch I take you for. 

This change of phyficians fometimes happens twenty times or more fucceffively, and 
at a continual and greater charge than with us ; the Negroes are fo ftrangely bigotted 
to thefe offerings, that they feveral times force the priefts to make them. 

The boys, which are either Haves or fervants to the Europeans, if they think they 
have a good mafter, will, as foon as he is feized by the leaft indifpofition, without his 
knowledge, go to the priefts to make offerings for him that he may recover his health ; 
and accordingly we have found upon the beds or in the chambers of fome of our prin¬ 
cipal people, fome things confecrated or charmed by the prieft, laid there on purpofe 
to defend their mafter from death; and becaufe they know we are always difpleafed at 
it, they always do it in private, and conceal it fo well, that it is impoffible for us to 
difcover it before the perfon is dead, and they have had no time to remove it. 

The Mulatto women (of whom I have formerly faid fomething), who would fain pais 
for Chriftians, than which they are nothing lefs, are extravagantly addifted to this 
ruperftition; if one of them is married to, or kept by an European, who loves and pays 
her well; if he falls fick, flie never fails to make rich offerings to the prieft, wittrmuch 
warmer zeal and ftronger reliance on the fuccefs of them than the Negroes themfelves: 
but what is mod deplorable and deteftable, is, that here are even fome Europeans, who 
not only think favourably of, and believe this idolatrous worfhip effefhial, but infti- 
gate their fervants to it; and are Iikewife grown very fond of wearing fome trifles 
about their bodies, which are confecrated or conjured by the prieft. 

The chief medicaments here in ufe, are firft and more efpecially lemon or lime-juice, 
Malaget, otherwife called the grains of Paradife, or the Cardamom, the roots, branches, 
and gums of trees, about thirty feveral forts of green herbs, which are impregnated 
with an extraordinary fanative virtue. 

The remedies ufed here frequently feem pernicious in the cafe wherein they are given, 
and yet are found very fuccefsful, as an inftance of which, pleafe to take one of the 
moft common medicaments. 

In cafe of a violent cholic, they give to drink morning and evening for feveral days 
fucceffively a good calabafh of lime-juice and Malaget mixed, and in other difeafes full 
as contradictory ingredients. But this is out of my province to talk of thefe things: 
wherefore I (hall rather leave it to you and others, better judges than myfelf; and only 
add, that how contradictory and improper foever thefe medicines may feem, yet I have 
feen feveral of our countrymen cured by them, when our own phyficians were at a 
lofs what to do. 

The green herbs, the principal remedy in ufe amongft the Negroes, are of fuch 
wonderful efficacy, that it is much to be deplored that no European phyfician has 
yet applied hunfelf to the difcovery of their nature and virtue ; for I do not only ima¬ 
gine, but firmly believe, that they would prove more fuccefsful in the practice of 
phyfic than the European preparations, efpecially-In this country, becaufe before they 
reach us they have loft all their virtue, and are moftly corrupted: befides which, our 
conffitution is in fome meafure changed here by the climate; and therefore this country- 
remedies, in all probability, are better for our bodies than the European. 
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Thofe who are to come to this country, may, if they pleafe, endeavour to explore 
thefe plants; for my part I fiiail here take my leave of them, with 'only informing 
you, the better to evince the ftrange efficacy of thefe herbs, that I have feveral times 
obferved the Negroes cure fuch great and dangerous wounds with them, that I have 
ftc>od amazed thereat. 

After all the above-mentioned methods have been tried and prove ineffeftual, and 
the patient expires, this furniihes his relations with frelh bufinefs j they are now to 
enquire into his death, or why he would die: for though it is probable and apparent 
that he died a natural death, occafioned either by ficknefs, extreme old age, wounds, 
or fome mortal di(temper, this will not fatisfy them in the leaft; it mull certainly pro¬ 
ceed from fome other caufe, according to the proverb, “ Death is never without a 
caufe which is no-where in the world better believed than here. Immediately the 
prieft and the relations mud enquire whether the deceafed was ever perjured in his 
life ; if he was, they believe they have difcovered the caufe of his death, which was a 
punifhment to the perjury : but if he be found innocent of this, the next inqneft to be 
made is, whether he had any powerful enemies, who may have laid Fetiches in his 
way, which might occafion his death (thefe Fetiches I have before deferibed ) y upon 
which fometimes fome of his enemies are attacked and examined very clofely ; and if 
he has been accudomed to fuch practices, though never fo long pad, he will hardly 
come off with a whole Ikin. 

1 cannot here pafs by what happened to myfelf eight years pad, when I was at 
Axim * I was advifed, in order to the advancement of the Company’s trade, to fend a 
inedbnger to the King of Dinkira; in purfuance of which, I fent one of my fervants 
with a handfome prefent to him, who received him and the prefent very civilly, and was 
very- well pleafed with both. The Brandenburghers had alfo fent one of their young 
men with a prefent to him at the fame time $ whom this King received, as well as his 
prefent, with very great marks of friendihip, he defiring to live in a good underdand- 
ing with the Europeans. Both thefe fervants waited at this prince’s court, expecting 
that he by the firft convenience diould difpatch them both to their mafters ; but after 
redding there in expectation about fix weeks in vain, he died : which accident expofed 
their lives to the utmoft danger ; for the relations of the deceafed, ridiculoufly fuppof- 
ing they had occafioned his death, feized and bound them j after which they made 
enquiry by their priefts whether the prefents they brought were not poifoned or con¬ 
jured : but thefe cheats were at this time fo honeft, that in appearance, according to 
their religious rites, they pronounced them innocent and declared them free; upon 
which they were immediately releafed, and delivered from their dreaded death, and 
afterwards difpatched back to us with prefents. By this you may fee how we fall into 
danger here in this country, without the leaft: reafon to fufpeft or fear it. But now to 
return where I left off. 

If there be no fufpicion of poifon, then enquiry is made if his wives, children, and 
other peifons about him, and his Haves, have attended him with due care, or been 
liberal enough in their offerings: but if no deficiency can be here found, and confe- 
quently the caufe of the perfan’s death is yet undifeovered ; then they have recourfe to 
the moft common and Iaft refuge, which is always at hand; the man died becaufe he 
was deficient in the performance of his religious rites j which we have already deferibed 
at large. 

Then the prieft goes to the dead perfon, and alks him why he died : if you afk who 
is the refponfor, I believe that Simon de Ures, who always brings the devil in for a 
*hare of the play, as very frequently converfing with men, would fay, or rather fwear, 
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that he, in the ffiape of the deceafed or their falfe god makes the anfwer: but if you 
would have my fentiments, I really believe the dead, the devil, and the falfe god, are 
all three equally dumb, and therefore uncapable of anfwering: but the true anfwerer 
is the roguifli prieft himfelf only ; who informs the relations as it belt fuits his interefts, 
that his god and the dead have made fuch anfwers; which to be fure, as before, are 
thofe which agree bell with their ends, and feetn to have the greatefl appearance of 
truth. This decifive anfwer of the pried paffes for unqueftionable truth j and accord¬ 
ing to what he fays they always adjuft their affairs. 

But now I remember, that I have found it in a certain author, or rather more than 
one, laid down as a pofitive affertion, that the Negroes in doubtful cafes di refill y apply 
themfelves to the devil and alk advice of him, governing themfelves according to his 
anfwer: but on my own experience, I can allure you that it is utterly falfe and 
groundlefs; and what is moll commendable in them, is, that they do not defire fuch 
a near acquaintance with the devil; and all their queftions of moment in time of need, 
are addreffed to their falfe god, or rather in effect to their priefls, without ever fo 
much as thinking of the devil or his attendants; much lefs in hidden or doubtful 
cafes do they alk advice of him, or oblige themfelves to fquare their affairs to the rule 
of his anfwer. 

The cuftomary queftions to the dead are put in feveral manners: for inftance, fome 
men take the dead body in prefence of the prieft upon their lhoulders; and then it is 
alked, ** Did you not die for fuch a caufe ?” If he did, the men who hold him, 
by 1 know not what hidden impulfe, are obliged to incline the body towards the 
querent; which is taken for an affirmative anfwer: otherwife they (land Hill. 

As foon as the fick perfon is expired, they fet up fuch a difmal crying, lamentation, 
and fqueaking, that the whole town is filled with it; by which it is foon publilhed that 
fomebody is lately dead: befides which, the youth of the deceafed’s acquaintance 
generally pay their lafl duty of refpeft to him, by firing feveral mufquet-lhot. 

If the deceafed be a man, his wives immediately fhave their heads very clofe, and 
finear their bodies with white earth, and put on an old worn-out garment; thus ad- 
jufted, they run about the flreet like mad women, or rather Ihe-furies, with their hair 
hanging upon their cloaths; withal making a very difmal and lamentable noife, con¬ 
tinually repeating the name of the dead, and reciting the great actions of his pall life: 
and this confuted tumultuary noife of the women lafts feveral days fucceffively, even 
till the corpfe is buried. 

If a principal man is killed in battle, and his companions have no opportunity, by 
reafon of the continuance of the war, to fecure, hide, or bury his body (for the funeral 
rites mull be performed in their own country), his wives are then obliged in all that in¬ 
terval, to be in mourning, and a fhorn head. 

A long time after, perhaps ten or twelve years, as opportunity offers, the funeral 
ceremonies are renewed, with the lame pomp and fplendour as if they had died a few 
days pall: on which occafion alfo his wives again put on their mourning, cleanfe and 
adjuft themfelves as before. 

Whilft the women are lamenting abroad, the neareft relations fit by the corpfe, 
making a difmal noife, waffling and cleanfing themfelves, and farther performing the 
ufuaJ ceremonies: the diftant relations alfo afi'emble from all places, to be prefent at 
thefe mourning rires ; he that is negligent herein being fure to bleed very freely if he 
cannot urge lawful reafons for his abfence. 

The town’s people and acquaintance of the deceafed come alfo to join their lamen¬ 
tations, each bringing his prefent of gold, brandy, fine cloth, Iheets, or ibmething 
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•elfe; which, it is pretended, is given to be carried to the grave with the corpfe ; and 
the larger prefent of this nature any perfon makes, the more it redounds to his honour 
and reputation. 

During this ingrefs and egrefs of all forts of people, brandy in the morning and 
palm-wine in the afternoon are very brilkly filled about; fo that a rich Negro’s 
funeral becomes very chargeable: for after all this, they are richly cloathed when put 
into the coffin; belides which feveral fine cloaths, gold Fetiches, high-prized corals, 
(of which I have feveral times fpoken ), Conte de Terra, and feveral other valuable 
things are put into the coffin to him, for his ufe in the other life, they not doubting but 
he may have occafion for them. 

The value and quantity of his coffin furniture is adjufted in proportion to what the 
deceafed left his heir, or perhaps to the heir's conveniency. All this being over, and 
the relations and friends met together, after two or three days the corpfe is buried ; 
before which a parcel of young foldiers go, or rather run, continually loading and dif- 
charging their mufquets, till the deceafed is laid in the ground : a great multitude of 
men and women follow without the leaft order, feme being filent, others crying and 
fhrieking as loud as poffible, whilft others are laughing as loud ; fo that all their grief 
is only in appearance. 

As foon as the corpfe is in the ground, every one goes where they pleafe, but molt 
to the houfe of mourning, to drink and be merry, which lalls for feveral days fuccef* 
lively ; fo that this part of the mourning looks more like a wedding than a funeral. 

They fometimes keep a King, or a very great perfon, a whole year above ground ; 
and to prevent putrifaftion, they lay the corpfe upon a wooden utenfil, like a grid-iron, 
which they put over a very gentle clear fire, that by flow degrees dries it: others inter 
their dead privately in their own houfes, though they give out that they preferve the 
corpfe in the former manner, and that in due time they will fee the funeral rite^folemnly 
performed. The day being come, when the King is to be publicly buried, public notice 
thereof is given, not only to the people of his own nation, but other countries, which 
occafions fuch a vaft concourfe as is really furprifing, each being curious enough to 
come to fee the funeral folemnities, and it is certainly very well worth while; fince, on 
this occafion, every-body is as richly habited as poffible, and one may fee more pomp 
and fplendour in one day, than at other times in feveral years. 

In fuch funerals as thefe, feveral flaves of the deceafed are killed and facrificed on 
his account, in order to ferve him in the other world ; as are alfo fome of his wives 
and efpecially the Bolfums, or thofe which he in his life had dedicated to his falfe god, 
being one of his wives, and one of his principal fervants: but what is mod abominable, 
is, that feveral poor wretched men, who, through age or inability, are become inca. 
pable of labour, are fold on purpofe to be made victims in thefe accurfed offerings. 

It is a moft deplorable fpectacle to fee thefe miferable creatures killed in the moft 
barbarous manner in the world; what with hacking, piercing, tormenting, &c. they 
endure a thoufand deaths. 

It was not without the utrnofl horror that I faw eleven perfons killed in this manner j 
amongft which there was one, who, after having endured a great deal of exquifite 
torture, was delivered to a child of fix years of age, who was to cut off his head, 
which it was about an hour in doing, not being ftrong enough to wield the fabre. 

Thefe human facrifices are in ufe amongft thofe Negroes who are not fully fubject to 
our government, and liye very diftant from our forts j but where we have any au¬ 
thority we do not ftiffer them, though they will privately remoye to other places, in order 
to perpetrate this villany. 
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. The Negroes generally build a fmall cottage or hut, or elfe plant a little garden of 
Tice on the grave, into which they throw feveral' worthlefs goods of the deceafed, but 
not houfehold fluff or other valuable moveables, as authors would have it: there is no 
fuch cuftom at prefent % and, I believe, if I can judge of their nature, never was in 
ufe, unlefs in the days of Methufalem, which is a little too far for either they or me 
to look. 

At Axim, and; other places, they place feveral'earthen images on the-graves,, which 
are wafhed one year after the funeral; when they renew the funeral- ceremonies in as 
expenfive a manner as at the interment itfelf. 

The Negroes are ftrangely fond of being buried in their own country; fo that if any 
perfon dies out of it, they frequently bring his corpfe home to be buried, unlefs it be- 
too far diftant, in which cafe they bury him there; and if he have any friends or ac¬ 
quaintance there, they cut off his head, one arm, and one leg, which they cleanfe,. 
boil, and carry to his own country, where they are interred with frefh foleinnity, as- 
creditably as fuits with the circumftances of the defun£1. 


LETTER XIV. — Befcribing the tame and wild Quadrupeds ; and jirfithe tame, was. 
Bulls , Cows , Sheep, Goats, Hor/es, Ajfes, Hogs, Dogs, Cats, Rats, and Mice: 
after having treated of the Nature of thefe, the Author paffes to the tame feathered 
Kind, as Hens, Ducks, Turkeys, and Doves : after which he comes to the wild Beajls, 
—A complete Defcription cf the Elephant, and fme Writers on that Subject charged 
with Errorsof the Buffaloes, Tigers, Wood-hounds or wild Dogs , Caymans , wild 
J Boars;: feveral Sorts of Harts , Hares , Porcupines, Hedge-bogs,. Sluggards , wood or 
wild Rats, Boutecs, Civet-cats, wild Cats , Mufi Mice, Berbes, Squirrels, Kokeboes, 
Legntotes, Arompos ; feveral Sorts of Apes, various Kinds of Lizards, Salamanders ; 
and a large Account of the CamcUon, extruded from Monfteur de Bruyn’s Travels ; 
with the Difference betwixt thofe of Africa and thofe of Smirna .- 

Srn, 

PURSUANT to my promife in my laft, to give you a defcription of the animals of 
this country, I intend in this to treat of the four-footed beads and tame birds; the 
infects and wild fowl being referved to another opportunity. 

Beginning to deicribe the animals of this country, the firft which offer themfelves to- 
our view amongft the tame kind, are the horned cattle, fuch as the bulls, oxen, cows,- 
goats, &c. Dinkirka, Afiante, Akim, and other in-land countries, abound with 
great numbers of thefe; but by reafon of the diftant fituation- of thefe places, only a 
few bulls and cows are brought to the coaft : but at Axim, Pocquefou, Elmina, and’ 
Acra, great quantities are bred, and more efpecially at or about Acra, becaule the 
opportunity is there very convenient to bring- them from the countries of Aquamboe 
and Lampii 

in all other places of the Gold Coaft we only find bulls and cows, for the Negroes 
arc ignorant of the way of gelding bullocks into oxen. At Axim thefe cattle have 
indifferent good pafture,. and accordingly thrive and fatten very well, as alfo amongft 
the Brandenburghers at Pocquefou and Acra; but at Elmina and the circumjacent 
country, they are always dry and lean* and confequently do not prove very delicate. 
This is the only place, by reafon of the Negroes ignorance, where the cows are milked 
but they yield fuch a quantity of wretched milk, that twenty or thirty are fcarce fuffi- 
cient to fupply the direAor-general’s table- 
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Thefe are fb very light and fmaJI, that one of the belt cows, in her full growth, doth 
not weigh above two hundred and fifty pounds, though by their bulk they might rea- 
fonably be thought to weigh one half more } but all animals in this country, whether 
human or irrational, however they may be indifferent large, yet are very light, which 
I am apt to think proceeds from their forry food, which, inftead of a firm, produces 
only a fpongy, loofe, and tough fiefh ; hence all their beef is of an ungrateful tafte; 
notwithftanding all which, about twelve pounds llerling is commonly given for one of 
thefe beafts. 

The calves, which might reafonably be expected to be good, are but very indifferent, 
by reafon of the poor milk they fuck from the cows \ fo that both beef and veal prove 
here but very forry meat. 

There are great numbers of flieep, if I may fo call them, all over the coaft, but 
yet they are very dear. Thefe fort of cattle are fhaped like ours in Europe, from which 
they differ only in fize, being not above half as big: they have no wool, but that 
want is fupplied with hair; fo that here the world feems inverted, for the flieep are 
hairy and the men wooly; that excrement in the Negroes being more like wool than 
hair. 

Our mutton here does not bear the Ieaft fimilitude to that of Europe, this being very 
dry, infomuch that a nice eater will very feldom eat of it, and the common people, 
who are not very good at diftinguiflilng taftes, are obliged to forbear it, becaufe 
their purfes will not reach it. Well, let them be as bad as they will, the price is 
generally about feven or eight and twenty lhillings flerling. If any perfon is a great 
lover of mutton, he may improve to a tolerable degree, by gelding a young ram, and 
fattening him with fried barley meal; after which, though he is not comparable to 
European mutton, yet a curious palate may juft bear it. 

Goats are here in innumerable abundance : they differ from thofe in Europe chiefly 
in fhape, being very finall, but much fatter and more flefhy than the flieep; for which 
reafon fome men prefer them, efpecially the he-goats, which, gelt young, in a fhort 
time grow bigger and very fat; the price of a full-grown goat is here about twelve or 
thirteen fhillings Englifh money. 

I cannot omit a ridiculous opinion of the Negroes concerning the goats: they tell us, 
and alfo believe themfelves, that in the beginning of the world there was a certain 
goddefs, who ufed to anoint herfelf with odoriferous ointment and oil; which the he- 
goats perceiving, applied themfelves to her, defiring that fhe would pleafe to anoint 
them with the fame ointment, which fhe feemed to confent to; but, indeed, inftead 
of the odoriferous, defignedly took a box of {linking ointment, with which fhe 
anointed their bodies, whence they fmell fo ftrong to this day. The he-goats, knowing 
no better than.that it was the true unguent, were very well pleafed with it, and 
their breed continuing in the fame opinion, whenever it rains, fly always to fhelter 
themfelves fomewhere, left the water fliould wafh off their delicious fcent. What 
think you of this, fir ? Dare you affirm that beafts, in former days, did not fpeak, after 
fuch convincing proof as this ? 

You muff not expert that their horfes fliould be like Sejanus’s horfe, or Alexander’s 
Bucephalus: and as their riders have no reafon to fear the accident occafioned bv the 
former, fo they muft not expetft the courage of the latter. They are fomewhat 
more like the northern horfes in fize, though nothing near fo well fhaped. On the 
Coaft we have none, but there are great numbers in the in-land country; they are very 
ill-fliaped : their heads and necks, which they always carry downwards, are very like 
thofe of an afs; they go as if they were falling, and will not ftir forwards, unlefs 
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forced on by blows, without which they would move but very flowly : they are fo very 
low, that a tall man, fitting upon their backs, may very near touch the ground with 
his feet: but I fhall fay no more of them. 

There are alfo affes enough here, which are fomewhat higher than the horfes, and 
in their kind handfomer. We formerly had three or four on the fhore, but they do 
not live long, for want of good feeding, as I fuppofe. I do not find that the Negroes 
ufe them to carry burthens, but only to ride upon; for which purpofe, indeed, they 
are as good as the horfes here. 

Nor is there any want of hogs in the leaft; but thofe bred by the Negroes, are really 
worth nothing, the flelh is fo flaggy and the bacon fo forry; but thofe which we fatten 
ourfelves may pais for tolerable ones, though they are not comparable to thofe of 
Fida ; which, for the delicacy of the tafte and firmnefs of their bacon, are not only as 
good as the European but better : a hog of ninety pounds weight is here fold for about 
three pounds fterling, notwithftanding they are fo indifferent as I haye told you. 

To complete our tame quadrupeds, I fhall touch upon their dogs, cats, rats, &c. 

The Negroes are great lovers of dogVflefh ; hence it is, that thofe who bring a dog 
here may fell him dear enough, the Negroes willingly giving a flieep for him, if any 
thing large, and fome will add foraething to-boot, in order to put him into their bark¬ 
ing or dog-fchool; out of which they fell their puppies at the deareft rate. They pre¬ 
fer dog’s-ilefh for their eating to that of cattle, and accordingly efteem a meal of that 
the beft treat they can take or give. 

In procefs of time our dogs alter ftrangely here their ears grow long and ftiff, like 
thofe of foxes, to which colour alfo they incline; fo that in three or four years they 
degenerate into very ugly creatures; and in three or four broods their barking turns 
into a howl. 

The cats are alfo efteemed ufeful by the Negroes, but I never found that they eat 
them, unlefs forced thereto by neceffity, as fome of our flaves, being under confine¬ 
ment, often kill and eat of them, if they can catch them; but we do not find that 
the cats are fubjeft to change like the dogs; on the contrary, they continue the fame. 

To augment the plagues of this country, it is peltered with fuch prodigious numbers 
of rats and mice, but efpecially of the former, that they are not a little formidable, 
and do us no fmall injury, gnawing and ftealing all they can come at. 

Taking our leave of the quadrupeds, it is now fit we fay fomething of the tame 
fowl, whofe fpecies are fo few, that they will not take up much time; they confifting 
of hens, ducks, turkeys, and pigeons, the tw'o latter being in our hands ; for that the 
Negroes have not any. 

The molt common are the cocks and hens, and therefore deferve the firft place: 
they are in great plenty all over the coaft, in time of peace ; for in war-time, as if thefe 
animals were refolved to have no fhare in the public calamity, there is fcarce any of 
them to be had - 7 and the proverbial advice of our Boors, “ Take care of your hens, 
the foldiers are coming,” feenis to be very well followed here ; for, as in time of peace, 
four of them may be bought for about four fhillings and fixpence; fo in war-time, it 
is well if we can get two for that price. 

At Axim thefe fowls are very fat and good, though fmall; but about EJinina and 
other places of the Coaft, they are fo dry and clean, and contain fo little flefli, that a 
good ftomach would require fomething elfe to make up a meal, after eating three of 
them. * 

Next are the ducks, which have been but few years known on this Coaft. I cannot 
tell from what country they were brought } but they have no manner of affinity with 
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thofe of Europe, not indeed are they much like them; being one half larger, and of 
another colour, commonly white, or black, white and brown mixt. The drakes have 
a large red knob on their bills, almoft like the turkeys, only it does not hang fojoofe, 
but firmer, and is very like a cherry : thefe ducks ought to be eaten young, for if they 
are old they are tough and infipid. 

There are no turkeys amongft the Negroes, but a few kept here for the direftor- 

eeneral; and their llefh is no very great delicacy. 

We have great number of pigeons at fome of our forts, all which are of the common 
fpecies of field or wild-doves; which, when young, afford thole who love them a good fort 

of food 

° Thefe are all the tame animals which I find in this country; our next talk is to con- 

fider the wild beafts. it.. . 

It is but reafonable that I fhould begin with that wonderful beaft the elephant, who 

is endowed with fo many different, good and remarkable qualities, that, to rob him of 
the firft place among the beafts, is a piece of injuftice. I fhall not recite a great many 
particulars concerning him ; either becaufe I cannot relate them upon my own obferva- 
tion, or that feveral have done it already : befides which, fome authors have allowed 
themfelves to tell us feveral very ffrange and ill-digefted ftories concerning its copula- 
tion, pregnancy, bringing forth its young, its age, changing its teeth, and ieveral other 
follies; and it is not without reafon that I call them fo. For, as far as I can learn, no man 
in the*world ever faw how they engendered, nor can tell how long they go pregnant, 
in what feparable places they caft their young, or whether they change their teeth or 
not. Thefe are all wild gueffes, of which we can get no information by tamed ele¬ 
phants, and, therefore, this knowledge mud come out of the woods; but how they 
come to converfe fo long with thefe wild beafts there as to obtain fuch an accurate ac¬ 
count of them, I can fcarce believe any-body, except good old Pliny can pretend to it. 
The famous writer concerning all forts of books and hiftories, fays, according to my 
beft remembrance, in one of his books, that Pliny has long fince been a fabulous 
writer; but that, at prefent, feveral of his relations have been confirmed by the difc 
coveries of judicious travellers. 

None, I believe, will deny that Pliny defcribes fome things truly ; but, on the other 
fide, is, beyond contradiaion, wild, groundlefs, and falfe. The fore-mentioned famous 
author has frequently been too credulous on account of what he hath heard or read con¬ 
cerning foreign countries, as a great many examples in his works clearly prove; which 
is no fmall fault in an author ; for, in my opinion at Ieaft, it feems inconfiftent with 
a good writer, to lay down as truth all which he can get by hear-fay of other countries, 
for he ought firft to confider, whether the relater of fuch ftrange things ever had a 
good opportunity of being well informed concerning them. But this carries me wide 
from my fubjeft; we ftiall let Pliny alone, and return to the elephant, whom we find 
here in Africa to be a beaft of twelve or thirteen foot high, and, confequemly, much 
lefs than thofe in Eaft India, fince the writers concerning that country affure us, that 
its height there amounts to more cubits: befides this difference, they do not differ in 
their nature or fhape from thofe in other places. 

Thefe beafts prove very prejudicial to the fruit-trees, efpeeially orange-trees. Bananas, 
and another fort of figs; of the laft of which, they eat both fruit and ftem. 

The Negroes alfo affirm, that the elephants, meeting any people in the woods, never 
offer any violence to them ; but that, if the foot levelled at them miffes, they grow 
very wild. But I have obferved dire£Uy the contrary of one of them in our garden at 
Elmina the laft year, of which I have enough to relate to fill a whole letter ; wherefore 
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I beg your patience till I have difpatched this and two more, when I intend to entertain 
you with an entire hiftory of our elephant and tiger-hunting; not doubting but that 
account will afford you fomething uncommon and agreeable ; wherefore fufpend your 
curiofity fo long, and permit me at prefent to recite what the Negroes and others affirm 
on their own knowledge, that they follow men into the water, where they put them 
into no fmall fright by their purfuit. At Rio de Gabon, four, five, and more ele¬ 
phants have frequently puffed by me and my company without offering us any injury, 
but we were not courageous enough to prefent them with a few bullets, though very 
well ftored} for they are very difficult to be killed, unlefs the ball happens to light be¬ 
twixt the eyes and the ears j to which end, the bullet ought to be iron alfo. Their 
Ikin is as good proof againft the common mulket lead-balls, as a wall j and if they hit 
the mentioned place, becomes entirely flat. 

The country here where the greateft number of elephants are found, is chiefly that 
before we come at the Gold Coaft, and is, from the multitude of their teeth which are 
there traded for, properly called the Tooth, or Elephants’ Tooth Coaft, extending to 
the Gold Coaft, and takes in the country of Awine, Jummore, Equira, Abocroe, 
Ancober, and Axim, feveral elephants being daily killed in the faid places ; and the 
wilder and lefs inhabited the lands are, the larger quantity of elephants and wild beafts 
are found. 

Ante alfo doth not want thefe beafts, there being not only in the in-land country 
multitudes of them Ihot, but befides that they come daily to the fea-ftiore, and fo near 
our forts, that they are in fight of our people, and do a great deal of mifchief. 

In the traft of land betwixt Ante and Acra, there are a few, though not fo many 
as in the former countries, becaufe this place hath long been reafonably well peopled, 
except the country of Fetu, which, for five or fix years paft, hath lain almoft wafte ; 
wherefore there is a much larger number of elephants there at prefent than formerly. 

A great part of the country about Acra lying wafte and uninhabited, a great quan¬ 
tity are annually killed here. In the year 1697, one of an uncommon magnitude was 
killed near Acra, juft by our fortrefs, and no doubt but that he was at Ieaft full-aged, 
his two teeth weighing two hundred and twenty pounds; from which you may infer that 
he was not very light himfelf. 

In Ardra and Fida there are none, though in my time one was there killed, and the 
Negroes affirmed it was what had not happened in fixty years before - r for which rea- 
fon, I believe he had accidentally ftrayed from fome other country; for the in-land 
countries of Benin (which borders on Ardra), Rio de Calbary, Camerones, and feveral 
other adjacent countries, are fo incredibly overcharged with thefe beafts, that it is to 
be admired how the inhabitants live there. 

The vaft numbers of teeth traded for in thefe countries, clearly evince the great 
abundance of elephants here; but whether all thofe are taken from flaughtered 
elephants, or fome of them are found in the woods, or elfewhere, I cannot determine : 
though I am apt to think that here they come by them both ways ; from whence it 
ihouid feern that, as fome tell us, the elephants change their teeth; but this is utterly 
contradifled by the great difference betwixt the teeth tfiemfelves, fome of them weigh¬ 
ing one, two, or three pounds, and others progreflively heavy, till they amount to 
above one hundred pounds weight: nor is it in the leaft probable, that a folid body, com- 
nofed of fuch hard fubftance as elephants’ teeth, can, in about twenty years’ time, 
^row from one to a hundred pounds weight: how this happens to encreafe, I rnuft own 
f am ignorant. But I have dwelled too long on this fubjerft ; it is now time to take 
leave and turn to a beaft, which, though vaftly different, yet, in fize, refembles the 
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elephant moft of any here: I mean the Buffel or Buffalo, which is to be found all 
over Guinea, but in fuch fniall numbers, that fcarce one is feen in three or four years; 
but fmce I lhall have an opportunity to fpeak of a place where they more abound, I 
(hall fay no more of him at prefent, than that their flefh is very good meat, and leave 
the reft to that opportunity. 

Tigers, not very unlike the Buffaloes in fize, though they very much differ in favage 
fiercenefs, are here incredibly numerous, of four or five forts, which differ as well in 
their fize as fpots. Whether leopards and panthers are a fpecies of tigers, 1 will not 
venture to determine, fince I have not yet met with anv-body who could herein fads- 
fa£toriIy inform me. Turning to Pliny, I found him fo ignorantly miftaken, that [ 
am refolved, in my defeription of animals, not to name him. The Negroes diftinguifh 
the tigers by feveral names, but how to tranflate them into our language, I cannot tell: 
wherefore, palling over the feveral fpecies of them, I lhall only inform you, that they 
are all favage, fierce, voracious beafts, by means of which, daily tragical accidents 
happen. 

They fpare neither man nor beaft; but as long as they can fatisfy their appetites with 
the flefh of brutes, they will not make any attempts on mankind ; but that being de¬ 
ficient, the firft of human fpecies that comes in his way is certainly dead. But of this 
more hereafter; fo I fhall at prefent only tell you, that however fierce this beaft is, the 
young ones may be brought up fo tame that you may play with them, as with a dug or 
cat: like the laft of which they are bearded. 

I have feen about eight of thefe tame tigers brought up at Elmina, of which the 
dire&or-general has at prefent two; but 1 have obferved that in all of them their fell 
nature returns in time upon one occalion or another; and that, though never fo tame, 
they are not to be milled without great circumfpeftion. 

Next the tiger in fiercenefs is the jackall or wild dog; which is moftly found about 
Acra and Aquamboe, though there are fome now alfo hereabouts. This beaft is fo 
bold, that it feizes and devours whatever comes in its way, whether man or beaft, fuch 
as cows, hogs, Iheep, &c. 

At night they come under the walls of our forts at Acra to feize our hogs, or fnatch 
a Iheep out of the ftall; by which means feveral of them are caught in the following- 
manner : — Our garrifon lay feveral well-loaded mulkets with the lock covered with a 
fmall box, to which a cord is faftened with a piece of mutton, and fo placed, that they 
no fooner attempt to feize it than the rirufket goes off; and they, in the reward of their 
thievery, get three or four bullets in the head. This expedient feldora miffes, if due 
care be taken in laying of the mulkets. 

The Cayman, better known by the name of crocodile, claims the next place in our 
defeription of rapacious beafts, for fo I call the crocodile alfo, not becaufe I have ob¬ 
ferved him to be fo ; not having ever heard, during the whole time of my refidence 
here, that they devoured cither man or beaft; but becaufe I have both read and be¬ 
lieve feveral relations of their voracious fiercenefs. 

All the rivers in this country are -peftered with vaft Ihoals of them, efpecially at 
Lama and Boutry; at the latter of which I have feen fifty in one day, and ainongft 
thefe fome that I gueffed to be about twenty foot long. 

The crocodile is already deferibed by feveral authors; wherefore I lhall only add 
what they have forgotten or omitted. Their bodies are covered with fuch a hard Ikin 
and fquare lcales, that it is impoflible to kill them with a mulket-ball; and the caps 
which the Ivegioes make of it are as hard as bone, and cannot be cut through with 
one ftroke ol a hanger, being very like the land tortoife-ihell. Their bellies are fofter, 

6 which. 


BQSMAX’S GUINEA* 


N 437 

which, therefore, they do not frequently expofe to danger j fo that they can hardly be 
foot dead at any other place than their heads. On very hot days, when the fun ftiines 
very warm, great numbers of them lie bafking on the banks of the rivers ; and as foot! 
as they perceive any men near-hand, they fteal towards the rivers and plunge them- 
feives into them with great violence, immediately flickering themfelves under water, 
Thefe creatures do not feern fwift enough to run after, and overtake men, who are fly¬ 
ing from them by land, fuppofmg them not to fleer a crooked courfe to avoid them, 
though it may be poffiblej I fliould not much fear them on land, any more than I 
fhould trull them in the water, though, indeed, I never heard any mifchief they did 
there. 

Their colour is dark brown, and they may pafs for very ugly beafts. 

And as for their crying, and other fubtleties to catch men, 1 believe it as much as the 
Jews do the Gofpel, 

The fierce wild boars are reckoned among the rapacious beafts ; and, indeed, thofe 
in Europe very defervedly: but here on the Gold Coaft we have very few, and thefe 
not near fo wild as in Europe. I have feveral times eaten of them here, and found 
them very delicious and very tender meat, the fat being extraordinarily fine. 

Next thefe voracious beafts we come to a milder fort of wild beafts; amongft which 
I fhall firft treat of the harts; with which fpecies this country moft plentifully abounds, 
they being found aU along the Gold Coaft in incredible numbers, efpeeially at Ante and 
Acra, where we fometimes fee droves of one hundred together. 

The Negroes tell us that thefe beafts are fo fubtlc, that in all marches they detach one 
of their number as a fen try to watch whether any man be near, and advertife the reft ; 
for the truth of which 1 will not be obliged, but remember to have read fomething of 
that nature of thofe of other countries* 

There are about twenty feveral forts of thefe beafts here, fome as large as fmaJl cows, 
others no bigger than flieep, cats, &c.; moft of them are red, with a black lift on the 
back, fome of them red beaudfully ftreaked with white. All of them are very good 
to eat, but more efpeeially two forts, which we alfo efteem very delicate* The firft 
fort are of a pale moufe colour, and, though they are both of one fpecies, yet they 
differ fomewhat in their fliape j the feet of one being a little higher than thofe of the 
other, though the beafts are both of the length of about two feet. 

There is alfo a fort not above half fo big, of a red colour, which are extraordinarily 
beautiful creatures } they have fmall black horns and little legs, indifferent long in pro¬ 
portion to their bodies, but fo very fmall, that fome of them are not bigger than the 
fmall part of a tobacco pipe; one of which 1 have fent you fet in gold for want of 
drawing, and, therefore, hope your favourable acceptance. 

There is a hart about four foot long, of a fiender fliape j his feet are very long j he 
hath a long head and ears, is of an orange colour ftreaked with white. 

Thefe harts are fwifter of foot than moft men know, but that fort of which you have 
the foot are extraordinarily fwift, and ftrangely agile in leaping for fuch fmall creatures ; 
fome that we have caught I have feen leap over a wall of ten or twelve foot high. The 
Negroes call this the King of harts. 

At Apam, Acra and Eida, there is a fort of hares not unlike ours, which plentifully 
abounds at thefe three places \ but with reference to this I have fufficiently detained 
you in my letter deferibing Ardra. 

Here are alfo porcupines, but no great number, or at leaft very few of them are 
brought to us. They grow to the height of two, or two foot and a half, and bite fo 
lharply, that no wooden work can withftand them. 
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I once put one of them into a fat, not doubting but I had very well fecured him, but 
in one night’s fpace he eat his way through, and that at the middle where the ftaves 
were moil bent outwards. 

This beaft is fo daring, that he ventures to attempt the large!!, and moil dan¬ 
gerous fnake; of which more hereafter. When he is provoked, he flioots his quills 
(which are about two ipans long), at both man and beatt, with fuch violence, that if 
they happen to hit on a board they Hick in it. The Negroes and fome Whites highly 
value its flolh as very nice food. , 

1 have here alfo feen a fort of creatures not unlike our hedge-hogs, only they cannot 
roll themlelves as ours are accuHomed to do. 

There is a creature, by the Negroes called Potto, but known to us by the name of 
fluggard, doubtlefs from its lazy fluggilh nature; a whole day being little enough for 
it to advance ten fteps forward. 

Some writers affirm, that when this creature has climbed upon a tree, he doth not 
leave it until he hath not only eaten up the fruit, but the leaves entirely, and then de- 
fcends fat and in very good cafe, in order to get up into another tree; but, before his 
flow pace can compafs this, he becomes as poor and lean as it is poflible to imagine; 
and, if the trees be high, or the way any thing diflant, and he meets with nothing on 
his journey, he inevitably dies with hunger, betwixt one tree and the other. Thus it is 
reprefented by others, but I will not undertake for the truth of it, though the Negroes 
are apt to believe fomething like it. 

This is fuch a horribly ugly creature, that I do not believe any thing befides fo very 
difagreeable is to be found in the whole earth; its fore feet are very like hands, the 
head ftrangely difproportionately large; it is of a pale moufe colour, but it was then 
very young, and his Ikin yet fmooth j but when old, as I faw one at Elmina in the 
year 1699, it is red and covered with a fort of hair as thick let as flocks of wool. 1 
know nothing more of this animal, than that it is impoffible to look on him without 
horror, and that he hath nothing very particular but his odious uglinefs. 

There are a fort of beafts which lurk in the fields here, like rats, but bigger than 
cats; we call them wild rats. They are continually amongfl the fowed corn, and do 
a great deal of damage. 

Their flelhis by fome Europeans and the Negroes held a great delicacy; and, indeed, 
nothing hinders its palling for fuch but its difagreeable afpetft and fhocking name, 
which create fome averfion in the eater: but thofe who can Hep over this, like it ex¬ 
traordinarily well; and to remedy as much as poflible its ugly figure, fome cut off the 
head, feet, and tail, before they bring it to the table ; and then it certainly paffes on 
thofe who do not know what it is, for a very grateful dilh; for they are fat, tender, 
and very agreeable. 

There is alfo another fort of wild rats, which are chiefly found at Axim ; they are 
as long as the former, but their bodies are very llender, and they are' otherwiie called 
Boutees: very few befides the Negroes eat thefe. They do an incredible deal of da¬ 
mage to the ftores of millet and rice, that the Negroes have laid up in their houfes j 
and in one night fpoil more fowed corn, than it is poflible for one hundred domeftic 
rats to do; for they are not content to fatiate themlelves, and carry off fome with them, 
but they befides fpoil all where they come. 

Here are three or four forts of wild cats; of which the Civet-cat is one; which at 
prefent is fo well known in Holland, that I need only acquaint you that they are brought 
to be fold to us very young, and then we give about eight or nine Ibillmgs fterling 
for one. 

A large 
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A large {hare of trouble and careful attendance is requifite to breed them up: their 
food is pap boiled or made of millet, with a little flelh or fifh. They produce civet 
when even very young; of which that of the males is better than that of the females, 
becaufe the latter cannot avoid urining into the civet bag, which fpoils it. 

I can fay nothing particular of the remaining wild cats, but that they are fpotted 
like tigers, and are as fierce, doing a great deal of mifchief amongft the hens where 
they can come at them. 

I have feen very fmall mice, which afford a pleafant and odoriferous mulky fcent, 
but cannot find that they have any bags like the civet-cats; which inclines me to be- 
lieve that the pleafant odour proceeds from the fkin. 

Here are yet three or four forts of fmall quadrupeds; the firfl of which is a kind of 
cat, only its fnout is much fharper, and the body is fmaller, and fpotted like the civet- 
cats. The Negroes call it Berbe, and the Europeans Wine-bibber, becaufe it is very 
greedy of palm-wine. 

The fecond fort are not much bigger than a domeftic rat; of a red and grey colour,- 
mixed with fmall white fpecks in their hair j the tail being of long hair, fo fpeckled, 
and about three fingers broad; fo that it very agreeably may reach from behind to 
their head : thefe are alfo called Wine-bibbers, though the name of fquirrel would fit 
them better. 

The third fort, when full-grown, are about as big again and red. This is a very 
mifchievous creature, and bites very violently; and flies at man and beafl without 
any diftindtion, if driven thereto by neceffity. ft is called Kokeboe, and is a cruel 
perfecutor of cocks and hens, though not in the fame manner as Mr. Focquenbrog 
informs us. 

They have no need of fuch fubtilty, being fwift enough to catch the hens and 
ftrong enough to carry them off when they have them. I have had feveral, but never 
found any of them with red buttocks, though I have diligently enough examined- 
them. 

What Focquenbrog fays farther, concerning this animal, I dare not confirm; not 
only becaufe I have not found it fo myfelf, but never yet faw the European or Negro 
who agreed with him. 

The remaining beaft or beafts, for there are more than one fort of them, we are here 
fo little acquainted with, that I {hall pafs them over without any defeription, and en¬ 
deavour to give you an account of an amphibious animal, that lives as well in the 
water as on land; this is the Leguaen: it is ffiaped almoft like a crocodile, but feldom 
exceeds four foot in length'; its body is black fpeckled, with round fort of eyes, and 
the fkin very tender. lie injures neither man nor brute, the hens only excepted} 
among which he fomerimes makes a great {laughter. Several Europeans eat their flelh, 
and all unanimoully agree that it is much finer meat than cocks or hens. 

There is an animal who keeps in the woods ; his body is long and {lender ; to which 
is joined a long tail; at the end of which is a hairy fort of brufii: he is of a pale 
colour, fomewhat inclining to brown; his hair is long and thin. The Negroes call 
him Arompo or Man eater, becaufe his food is dead men, to come at which he greedily 
grubs out the earth of their graves, as if he had notice of fome perfons there hid. 

The Negroes report that having dug to a dead body, he does not immediately fall on 
it, bur goes round it feveral times; to what end I cannot tell; bur they explain it, 
that he thereby hints the unlawfulnefs and a certain fort of impoflibility of feizing 
another man’s goods, without doing fomething, or giving himfelf fome trouble on that 
account firft. 
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The myfterv of this is not hard to unravel. I am apt to think that this beafl is 
feized with a fear natural to all brutes; and therefore only looks round about to fee if 
there be any man likely to force his prey from him. 

It is time we fay foraetliing concerning the apes, which are here above one hundred 
thou fand in number, and of fo many various fpecies, that it is really wonderful as well 
as it is impoffible for me to defcribe them all; wherefore I fhall only touch on fome 
them. 

The firft and mofl common fort, are thofe we call Smitten, of a pale moufe colour, 
and grow to a wonderful fize. I have myfelf feen one of five foot long, and not 
much lefs than a man; they are very mifchievous and bold. It feems incredible 
what an Englifli merchant here affirmed to me for truth j that behind the Engliffi fort 
at Wimba, (where there is a terrible number of thefe apes ; that are fo bold, that they 
will attack a man, as he related,) amongft others they fell upon two of their Company’s 
Haves, which the apes had overpowered, and would have poked out their eyes, if they 
had not been timely refened by fome Negroes; for they, to complete their defign, had 
gotten fome flicks ready. 

You, as well as myfelf, are at liberty what credit to give to this ftory. But, indeed, 
thefe are a terrible pernicious fort of brutes, which feem to be made only for mifehief. 

Some of the Negroes believe, as an undoubted truth, that thefe apes can fpeak, but 
will not, that they may not be fet to work; which they do not very well love : this is 
their opinion of them. 

As the former fort of apes are very ugly, fo the next are exactly like them, only 
four of them put together would not be fo large as the other; and their bell quality 
is that they are fo docile that they will learn whatever they are taught. 

The third fort are very beautiful, and generally grow to the height of about two 
foot; their hair is as black as pitch, and above a finger’s length: they have a long 
white beard; whence they are called bearded little men, or bearded monkeys. Of their 
{kins are made the Tie-tie’s caps; mentioned in another letter of mine. The Negroes 
■ fell thefe monkeys to one another for about eighteen or twenty {hillings; and when 
they bring them to us, we do not refufe them at that price. 

There are, befides this, two or three forts of monkeys, each alike handfome, but 
one half lefs than the other, with fliort hair of a mixed colour, partaking of grey, 
black, white, and red: and for the mofl parr they have a white breaft and beard. 
But hold, inftead of a fheet or two of paper, I could fill a whole book in deferibing the 
various forts of apes; which I cannot think worth while, and fo had rather difpatch 
this fubjeft out of hand; only informing you, that of the finaller apes there are not 
above twenty forts : all which are very fine; but what is mofl unhappy, fo extraordi¬ 
narily tender, that it is very rare that we can rear any of them, much lefs bring them 
io Europe. 

I mull yet add, that their thievifii nature, which feems to come into the world with 
them, is common to all of them; and I have feen them go very fubtilly to work in the 
Sealing of millet and fruit: in each paw they take one or two flalks of millet, as 
much under their arms (if I may fo call them), two or three in their mouths; and thus 
laden they march away, continually leaping upon their hind legs; and if they are pur- 
fued, diey hold that in their mouth fall, but throwaway the reft, that it may not hinder 
them in their flight. 

But their carrying fo much Milhio or millet together, is not to be compared to 
their nice curiofity in Healing it; for eve. j ftalk of millet they pluck is narrowly 
examined; and if they do not like it, they throw it away and pull another: fo that 
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this delicacy of theirs, occafions more damage than their thievery. And now I lhall 
bid the apes farewell. 

Here are every where thoufands of lizards; efpecially all along by the walls of our 
forts; whither they come in quell of food, which chiefly confifts in fpiders, worms, 
flies, and other fuch like. There are various fpecies of them ; fome of the largeli 
having a tail about a foot long, and a hand broad; of a dark colour, and half their 
head red: the reft are about the fame fize, and differ only in colour. 

They are almoft all of them ugly and that to a Ihockiug degree, except thofe that 
follow, which may pafs for fomewhat more tolerable. 

Thefe are chiefly a fort about half as big as the other, and are green; next to 
which is another fort one half lefs than the laft ; they are of a grey colour, and creep 
all up and down our chambers, cleanfing them from all fmall vermin: thefe we call 
falamanders. 

That the lizards forewarn men againft fnakes and other venomous creatures, I be¬ 
lieve to be as true as that the falamanders continue alive in the fire: unlefs one would 
affirm that this report is owing to the antipathy betwixt the falamander and the fire, 
that being much of the coldeft nature of all the lizards; and this opinion I could 
eafily fubferibe to, at leaft for fo long till fuch are found, which according to the 
ancients live in the fire. 

To conclude this letter, I fhall add two fmall animals; which former times have 
prefented us with large, but very wild accounts of. 

The peculiar natural colour of the one is green fpeckled with grey; and the other 
green, and fire-colour and grey mixed together. Thefe animals are very rare, and 
deferve a more particular defeription. 

Several have already undertaken it, but amongft them all I like none better than 
Father N. N. and Monfieur Cornelius de Bruyn in his travels in Afia. What he hath 
told us I mufl entirely confirm, without being able to add any thing; thefe here being 
exactly of the fame nature with thofe he deferibes: wherefore, not being able to pre- 
fent you with a better defeription, I fhall give it you in his own words, fomewhat 
abridged. 

“ Whilft I,” faid he, “ with great fatisfafrion, not much encumbered with the 
preffmg neceffities of life, paffed my time at Smyrna, I had an opportunity of getting 
fome cainelions into my hands; and being curious to difeover how long they 
would live, 1 commonly kept four of them in a large cafe, and fometimes let them 
run loofe in my chamber, and frequently brought them into the great hall of the houfe, 
where the wind breezed through from the fea-fide, when they feemed brifker than 
before, and opened their mouths to imbibe the frefh air. 

“ It is firmly afferted by naturalifts, that thefe creatures live on air : and, indeed, ex¬ 
perience confirms it in fome raeafure $ for I never faw mine eat or drink any thing 
except a few flies ; of which hereafter. 

“ It is alfo true, that they frequently change their colour; I have myfelf feen their 
colour alter three or four times in half an hour, without any colour being thereabouts j 
which I foon drew both in miniature and oil-colours. 

“ The colour which they chiefly.change to, is a very fine green fpotted with yellow, 
as beautiful as any pencil can exprefs it; fometimes alfo it is fpotted with brown fpots: 
and thus is the whole body adorned, tail and all. Sometimes, they change to a brown 
colour like that of moles. 

“ Their ordinary colour is grey, or rather pale moufe colour; the (kin very thin and 
almoft tranfparent: they moftly change to a lizard colour. But as to their changing 
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to the colour of all things, which are placed near them, experience has informed me 
that the naturalifts are here in the wrong, for they do not change to red, nor ieverai 
other colours; though I muft own that I have obferved fudden changes in them on 
that account. 

ct J never could keep them alive above five months, and moft of them die in four. 
I was very curious to know what their inteftines confuted of: wherefore I opened one ; 
in which I found feme eggs, about as big as thofe of fmall birds, being all joined 
together as if in a thread, but no guts or any thing elfe. The tongue was the moft 
remarkable of all, being as long as the whole animal. With this they catch flies, as 
they tell us ; which is done in the following manner : — The camelion holds himfelf 
very ftill, and when a fly comes in his way, he darts out his tongue with utmoft 
fwiftnefs, grafps them with the flharp point of it, and draws them in; to which purpofe 
his large wide mouth, which he opens, is very convenient. 

« If this beaft is defirous to defeend from any height lower, he very carefully ad¬ 
vances, firft one foot and then the other; which are afterwards followed with the fame 
caution by the hind feet, his tail curling about one thing or other in the meanwhile ; 
by which he can hold fall; which continues as long as he finds any affiftance by it, and 
then falls flat to the ground. Their march is very flow. 

« Some would have it that the camelion moftly keeps his mouth open ; but I have 
very feldoin oblerved it, and fcarcc ever when I did not carry them to a place where 
they could have the pleafure of imbibing the air; then, indeed, they ftretched their 
mouths wide open, and difeovered by their motion and frequent changing their colour, 
the pleafure they were fenfible of. Their eyes are round, very black, and obfervably 
fmall; but what is moft remarkable, is, that they can direct one of them to one fide, 
and the other to another: fo that at once they can look upwards and downward.” 

Thus far Monfieur de Bruyn ; to which I ihall only add the difference which I have 
obferved betwixt thofe of Smyrna and this country; which chiefly is firft, that they here 
live as many years as Monfieur de Bruyn fays months: but then we put them in a 
garden upon one of the trees; upon which they continue fitting fome time before they 
defeend. They have all'o feveral times been fent to Europe, and got over alive. 

The fecond difference is, that I have not obferved any of thefe here with their mouths 
open, and confequently have not feen the tongue or fly-catching; which yet does not 
difengage me from believing Monfieur de Bruyn: but on the contrary, 1 take it for 
undoubted truth what he fays on that head; for his defeription being fo exaft, it is pro¬ 
bable enough that he obferved it. 

In all other particulars they entirely agree; fo that 1 neither can nor will fay any more 
of them, than that Monfieur de Bruyn might better have compared their eggs to thofe 
of lizards, than of fmall birds; for 1 have obferved in all quadrupeds and creeping 
animals which do not bring forth their young, but lay eggs, for inftance, lizards, 
camelions, leguanes, fnakes, and tortoifes; that their eggs are not covered with any 
hard Ihell, but rather with a thick flelh, which is’pliable and weak. What do you 
think, fir, is not this letter fairly lengthened ? I think it is : wherefore it is high time 
to end the fame; having at prefent nothing more than that I am with all my heart. 
Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XV. — Treating firfi of the feathered Kind", viz. of two Species of Pheafonts. 
Partridges, wild Ducks of two Sorts, Turtle-doves, Crooked Bills, Snipes, and other 
edible though unknown Birds ; of Crown-Birds, beautiful green Birds , blue and white 
Herons, Portuguefe *, Eagles , AlY« ; certain River-Bird, very fine ; Crown-Birds 
on the Gold Goajl ; Pokkoe, a large Fowl fo called by the Negroes, mid valued for his 
Uglinefs ; as alfo another about the fame Size, but handfomer — Of four Species of 
granivorous Birds ; a finall beautiful River-Bird, Parochites, Parrots, Star-birds +. 

— Of Frogs and Toads , fame of which arc very large . — Of the great Numbers and 
various Sorts of Snakes, fome of which have two Heads : of Scorpions ; a Sort of 
Scolopendria, or many footed Worms, ami feveral other Species of hifetls. — Of Bees. 

— Multitudes of Ants, and their Jlrange Nature. — Of the feveral Sorts of Fiji), as 
Brazilian Cod, Jacks, Plaice, Flounders ; a Fifh called Sifie Pampker by the Negroes ; 
C — coverer, and feveral other large Fiji); feveral Sorts of Bream, Stompneufcs or fat 
Nofes, Boardrnanetjes or Pouts, Mackerel, Safer, Abaci, Ray, Soles, Dabs, Lobfcrs, 
Crabs, Prawns, Shrimps, Sprats, Karmou, Mullets and Batavia ; alfo three voracious 
Fijhes, viz. Noordkapers , Sword-Fijhes, and Hays or Reqidens. 

Sir, 

IN my laft having at large deferibed the wild quadrupeds and tame fowl; it remains 
that I fhould treat of birds, reptiles, infects, and fifh. 

To begin our account of birds, with thofe which are edible; 1 Avail bellow the 
firfi place" on the pheafant: of which vafl numbers are Found about Acra, in the pro- 
vince of Aquamboe, in and about Apam in the Acrafe country5 being extraordinarily 
beautiful, and about the fize of a hen ; their feathers fpeckled with a bright blue and 
white, encircled with a fky-coloured ring about their necks, about two fingers broad, 
and adorned with a very fine black tuft on their heads : in a word, it is as beautiful a 
bird as nature furniflieth among the terreflrial fpecies, and next to gold (which I always 
efleem the moft precious) is the moft charming rarity that Guinea produces. 

There is a bird which we here call the Fidafe pheafant, becaufe they are moft fre¬ 
quently obferved in that country, though they are befides fometiines caught on the 
Gold Coall. 

This bird is aimoft as big as the former, though not near fo beautiful. His body is 
grey and white, a little fpeckled with blue: his head is bald, and covered with a hard 
callous fkin, which is all over knotty: his bill is yellow j from whence to the head 
grows out on each fide a red jollop. . 

To the pheafants it will be proper to add the partridges; of which there is a vaft 
quantity all over the Gold Coaft, though we have no great numbers of them to eat, 
by realon of the want of lportfinen: but at Fida they are as plenty as can be defired, 
and at a very Low price; and when in feafon are very good food. 

Nor do we want wild ducks, which are here very delicate, and only differ from 
thofe in Europe by being fomewhat fmaller. 

There are here two forts of them ; of the firft of which, during the whole time of 
my refidence on the Coaft, I have feen but two, which were fliot by the dire dor's 
trumpeter: in fhape and fize they were not unlike other ducks ; but they were of a 
very beautiful green colour, with fine red bills and feet: their colour was fo deep anil 
charming, that if they had been alive and to be fold, I lhouldnot have boggled to have 

* Bird* fo called by the Hollanders. f In Dutch Stier or Sterrogd. 
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given ten pounds fterling for them. It is remarkable that before nor fince that time 
none of that fpecies have been feen. 

And for about four months pah, I have feen but one of the fecond fort; which was 
alfo lhot by one of the garrifon, and yvas ftiaped like the former: his feet and bill were 
yellow, and his body adorned with an equal mixture of green and grey; but not near 
fo fine as the former. 

There are here two, or rather three fpecies of turtle-doves; the firft are fmall, of a 
bay colour, and eat very well, being much tenderer than the fecond, which are of a 
much brighter colour: the third fort, being as tough and large as thefe, are of a very 
beautiful green; their bills and feet are yellow; they have a few red feathers, and their 
eyes are encircled with large white fpeckled rings j fome of which are intermixed with 
blue. 

There is a very large rock above our fort at Axim, two or three mufquet-fhot from 
the ramparts j which is very thick grown with underwoods, where thoufands of thefe 
two laft forts of turtles harbour, and by reafon the rock is fo clofely covered with 
thofe plants, we can catch but very few ; for if we Ihoot them, and they fall down, 
they are never found. Every evening, they come there to rood:, and in the morning 
take their flight in quell of food. 

Crooked-bills and feveral forts of fnipes are very common here; feveral of them 
prove good food, but moll are fo tough that they are not very much valued. 

We have here alfo multitudes of all forts of large and fmall birds, which are lhot 
and eaten; but befides that we are unacquainted with them, they are not diftinguifhed by 
any particular names. 

As for thofe which are not edible, but are only kept for beauty and rarity (fuppofing 
them to be caught), of the moil'common there are feveral at Fida, and in the whole 
country of Ardra, and alfo few at and about Acra. 

Their legs and body are about the fize of a Itork, and they are called Crown-birds, 
from the great yellowilh tuft or crown intermixed with fpeckled feathers, ftrutring like 
hogs’ briftlfer with which their heads are adorned: their bodies are chiefly covered 
with black feathers, and their wings furnifhed with large, red, yellow, white, and 
black quills: their heads are beautified with purple fpots, half a thumb’s breadth on 
each fide, and the forepart of their head is very clofely covered with a perfect black 
downy fort of feathers ; which at a diftance feems to be black velvet. 

Thefe birds feem to be in great efleem in Europe, fince we are inceflantly folicited 
by fome gentlemen to fend them over : and 1 have been told that they prefumed to 
prefent one of them to the King of England, who was alfo pleafed to accept of it. 
But, for my part, I cannot perceive any fuch extraordinary beauty in them ; for befides 
their head and neck, there is nothing very rare; the reft of their body being rather dis¬ 
agreeable than fine. 

But the bird of which I havefent you the draught, on the contrary, is not lefs beau¬ 
tiful than rare; for though moft of the other birds are to be found all over the coaft, 
I never law this any where but at Apam, where I am apt to think there are great num¬ 
bers of them; becaule fending out two days fucceffively, in a fliort time i had one 
brought me fhot dead ; for otherwife they are not eafily taken. 

T Jj e F are T 7 3:ke a P arrot > having exactly fuch a bill, which is dark yellow : the 
breaft and whole under part of their body is of a very fine green colour; the upper 
part, grey, red. Iky-colour and deep blue, very agreeably intermixed : the head, 
neck and tail, which are all green, render this bird very charming; the feathers rife 
on his head lute a comb $ he hath large eyes, above and below which are two of the moft 
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beautiful red rays that can be imagined. To conclude, this bird is not to be paralleled 
for beauty. 

Here are two forts of herons obfervable, the blue and the white ; both which we 
might have placed amongft the edible fowl, fmee feveral here eat them. 

In thefe parts is alfo an unknown bird, as big in the body as a goofe, moftly white, 
which we call Portuguefe, which is alfo eaten by fome few. 

Nor are eagles wanting here, fuch as are in Europe, or at leaft not very different 
from them. 

Here is alfo another ravenous bird on the coalt, very like a falcon, and though but 
a little bigger than a dove, yet he is lo bold and ftrong, that he attacks and flies away 
with the largeft chickens. 

The third fort of birds of prey on this coaft, are the kites ; thefe fteal all they can 
difeover and carry off, befides chickens, whether flefli or fifli; and that fo boldly, that 
they frequently feize the latter in the hands of the Negro-women as they are going 
along the ftreet or fitting in the market. 

There is a fowl which harbours near lakes and rivers, and may very well pafs for 
a fine bird; he is about as large as a chicken, the upper part of his body black or 
brown, fpeckled with white, and the under, either deep yellow or red; he hath alfo 
a tuft of fpeckled feathers rifing like a comb ; and his bill in proportion to his body is 
extraordinarily thick and long. 

I have prefented you with-a Fedafe crown-bird, and wifli I could alfo fend you a 
draught of the fort found-on the Gold Coaft, and then you would obferve a great diffe¬ 
rence, it being twice as fine, and of ten various colours, as green, red, blue, (ky- 
colour, brown, black, white, &c. and what is very obfervable, they have a long tail, 
out of which the Negroes pull the feathers to wear on their heads. We call them 
crown-birds, becaufe fome have a beautiful blue, and others a gold-coloured crown or 
tuft on their heads. Monfieur Focquenbrog mentions peacocks that he faw at the river 
Boutry, which can be no other than thefe birds, for here are no peacocks on the Coaft. 

There is a bird, which though ugly enough may be efteemed rare; for I dare aver 
that the whole world doth not produce his like; he is exaftly of the fize of a goofe, 
his wings are extravagantly long and broad, covered with dark-coloured feathers ; the 
under part of his body is overlpread with alh-coloured feathers, if I may fo call them, 
for it is really difficult to diftinguilh them from hair : under’ his neck he hath a crop 
or maw about a fpan long and as thick as a man’s arm, which looks like a red Ikin; 
in this he hoards his food, as the monkeys do in their Alfoaches. His neck, which is 
pretty long, and the red knob in the nape, is furnifhed with feathers as well as the 
under part of the body; his head, in proportion to his body, is much too large, and, 
excepting a very few hairs he hath, is very bald ; his eyes are large and black, his bill 
extraordinarily thick and long; his food is fifh, of which he devours as much at once 
as would fuffice four men ; he catches the fifli thrown to him very nimbly, and throws 
them down whole into his crop. He is a great lover of rats, which he alfo fwallows 
whole, and which we have often obliged him to vomit; for as he runs on the out- 
wo. ks of the caftle, to divert ourfelves, we caufe him to be brought above; when, as 
though he defigned us a fervice, he brings up a half-digefted rat out of his crop and. 
lays it at our feet. 

It is agreeable enough to fee a little boy, or our dogs fet on him, upon which he 
will very ftrangely arm himfelf for oppofition, pecking and ftrikmg them with his bill 
very artificially, and they repulfing him, which was like two pieces of wood ftruck 
againft each other, or a pair of fnappers- 
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Thefe being all his good as well as bad qualities, I leave you to judge whether he is 
handfome or ugly, though I cannot doubt but you will declare him the latter: the 
Negroes call him Pokkoe. 

Another bird is in fize fomewhat like the former, though Ins neck is much longer. 
When he Hands on his feet and ilretches his neck upwards he is much above a man’s 
height. Our people fliot him by the river of Apam, and we found his feathers black, 
white, red. Iky, and feveral other colours intermixed all over his body j his eyes are 
large and yellow. This is all I have to obferve of him; he may very well pafs for a 
fine bird: his name is equally unknown to me and the Negroes. 

Of another the bill is long and lharp, his body chequered with yellow and light 
blue feathers; a black femicircle about his neck, a long tail com poled of yellow, blue, 
and black feathers, and a few feathers on his head. 

There is a bird lhaped like the former, and of the fame fpecies, from which he 
chiefly differs in that his bill is thick, fliort and black; the under part of his body 
black, his back of a beautiful yellow, and his feet as well as bill black. 

There is alfo a bird not very different from the firft in any thing elfe except that 
grey and yellow are intermixed araongft his feathers; he hath a lharp bill, and in pro 
portion to his fize, extraordinarily long feet and claws. 

Another bird is not above half fo big as the preceding, and lhaped almoft like a 
fparrow; his colour renders him very beautiful, his head and breafl being as black as 
jet, his wings and feet grey, the reft of his body of a bright red, and it is indeed pity 
we cannot keep thefe birds alive. 

But one far exceeds all the other in beauty : he always harbours about the rivers, 
fattening himfelf with finall filh. His wings and the upper part of his body are entirely 
blue, fomewhat inclining to lky-colour, as are alfo the feathers of his neck, which are 
pretty long, and the tuft on his head ; his breaft is of a dark yellow, mixed with feme 
blue and red feathers; his feet and bill of a bright red, and very thick and long. 

Of another granivorous bird, the breaft, the under part of his body and neck, is of 
a reddilh yellow; his head is entirely black, except a beautiful yellow fpot on the fore 
part, tlie upper part of his body and wings are black, and his tail is compofed of black, 
yellow and red feathers intermixed. 

Another, about as big again as the former, hath a beautiful red breaft and under part 
of his body ; the upper part of his body, wings and tail, as black as pitch, and the 
upper part of his head of a bright yellow. 

The fmall parrochites, or Guinea fparrows, are like thofe in Europe; we have here 
vaft numbers of the fame fpecies, without the leaft ditference, which are alfo called 
fparrows, for what reafon I cannot tell. 

The whole coaft, but more efpecially the lower part of it, as Moure, Cormantyn, 
Apam and Acra very plentifully abound with thefe birds ; they are of a green colour, 
mixed with a beatiful red, and feme of them have alfo a few yellow and black feathers. 
Their bill, like that of parrots, is red and crooked. 

They are very beautiful little creatures, and daily, or whenever opportunity ofiers, 
we fend great numbers of them to Holland, where they bear a good value. We gene¬ 
rally buy them here at the rate of a Rix-dollar per dozen, but moft of them commonly 
die in their paflage to Holland, notwithftanding which, a certain author hath adven¬ 
tured to tell us that they live thirty, forty, or more years, but that muft be once on 
a time, for at prefent of one hundred that we fend over, fearcelv ten furvive. 

We have parrots all over the coaft, but not many, and moft of them come from far 
in-land countries, lhofe of Benin, Calbary, and Cape Lopez, are here moft valued, 
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becaufe Far-fetched, though their admirers are not aware that they are much older than 
thofe we catch here, and confequently not fo docile; but thefe men, like ladies, admire 
what comes from afar. 

All the parrots here on the Coaft, as alfo on the promontory of Guinea, and the 
mentioned places, are blue. 

It would be to walh an ^Ethiopian, or at lead an unneceffary talk, to fay much con¬ 
cerning thefe birds, fince they are fo common in Holland, that they are there much 
lefs e(teemed than here, and bear a lefs price alfo; for I believe very few in Holland 
would give three, four, or five pounds fterling for a babbling parrot, which is very fre¬ 
quently done here. 

Thefe, fir, are all the birds which I can recoiled, but you mult not thence infer, 
that there is no greater variety of fpecies : on the contrary, I dare aver, that thefe do 
not amount to a fifth part of what I have feen, to pafs by thofe which never occurred 
to me. « 

But I mull have patience till I hear what anfwer you pleafe to fend to my requeft : 
wherefore, to conclude this difcourfe of birds, I (hall yet add one, of which I remem¬ 
ber to have read wonders : his feathers are reprefented like liars, his voice as loud as 
that of a bull; and we are told that, when the Negroes are travelling, if they hear 
him on the left hand, they quit their intended journey, and return home: how far this 
relation agrees with truth, I leave you to judge. 

This bird is about twice as big as a fparrow; his feathers are not in the lead; like 
liars, though indeed he hath a few fmall fpecks, which they will fo conftrue j but, if 
that be allowed, there are a great many liar-birds in the world. 

His voice or lowing is hollow and piercing ; but, to compare him to that of a bull, 
is to affert, that a bell of one hundred pounds will give as great a found as that of ten 
thoufand weight. 

As to what concerns the third part of the account of him, I have not much to offer 
again ft it; for as the world, with refpefl to human life, is liable to a perpetual change, 
and what at prelent is one thing, may, in one hundred years, be altered to another ; 
fo I can eafily believe that the Negroes were formerly fuperftitious enough to put a ftop 
to their travels and return home upon hearing this bird on the left hand, fince at pre- 
fent they do not take it for a good omen; but now they never break off their journey 
on that account, unlefs it be feme extraordinary bigots, with which all parts are ftored ; 
but from them no rational character can be drawn. 

Having faid enough of this bird, and the whole feathered kind, I Ihall, in the next 
place, fay fomething of reptiles, and whatever approximates to that fort of animals: 
but firit of the toads. 

Toads and frogs are as numerous here as in Europe, the laft being alio of the fame 
fize ; but the firit are not only in as great abundance, and fliaped like ours, but they 
are, in feme places, of a terrible largenefs. 

At Adja, an Englife village, betwixt More and Cormantyn, I have feen feme as 
broad as a common table-plate. When I firft faw them, I took them for lund-tortoifes. 
of which we have alfo feme here; but was loon convinced of my error by their leaping. 
The Eng life faflor told me, that a vail number of them harboured about that place. 
They differ from other toads only in largenefs, which renders them very hideous. 

The toads here, as well as in other places, are mortal enemies to the fnakes, and we 
have been eye-witneffes of feveral engagements betwixt them. 

Here are great quantities and variety of fnakes, feme whereof are hideoufly great; 
the largeft of thofe taken in my time here was twenty foot long, though in-land I be¬ 
lieve 
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lieve there are yet much bigger; and we have frequently found in their entrails not 
only harts and other hearts, but men aifo. 

Moft of them are venomous; but the following are fo to an extraordinary degree, 
and therefore very dangerous. Thefe are fcarcely a yard long, but about two fpans 
thick, and variegated with white, black, and yellow. 

I was once in the utmoft danger of my life by one of thefe ferpents; for as I fat at 
Axini by a rock, which was overgrown with trees and under-woods, one of tliefe poi- 
fonous animals was got very near me, when, by a great chance, I was aware of him 
juft time enough to efcape the imminent danger. 

The fnakes infeft not only the woods, but the dwellings of the Negroes, and even 
our forts and bed-chambers, where I have often killed them. 

Several perfons befides myfelf have feen a dead fnake with two heads; whether 
both were ferviceable to the body, as feme affirm, iince the fnake, as I told you, was 
dead, I could not determine; nor could I obtain any fatosfadlory account from the 
Negroes. 

We have a referve of fome of their ikins ftuft and kept; one of which is fourteen 
foot long, and within two foot of his tail hath two claws; which helped him to erea 
himfelf and contributed to his more expeditious march. His head is like that of a pike, 
and flocked with much fuch another row of teeth. 

One fnake is about five foot long ; as thick as a man's arm, variegated with black, 
brown, yellow, and white flreaks, very agreeably mixed. 

The moll curious part of this reptile is his head, which is very broad and flat. He 
injures neither man nor heart, any otherwife than by a very fmall horn, or rather tooth, 
which irregularly from the upper jaw ftrikes through his nofe, and is white, hard, and 
ffiarp as an awl; and the Negroes going barefoot very often infenfibly tread on them, 
by reafon that when thefe creatures meet with any repaft, they fo fatiate rhemfelves* 
that they hill into fuch a found fleep, that it is no fmall noife that can awaken them ; 
wherefore they are very eafily taken or killed, 

Next to this fetpent is a laige fcorpion; this is aifo furmffied with fuch claws and 
feet, and their whole bodies covered over with long hair. 

Very few are ignorant how pernicious this animal is to mankind. Some of them 
have a fmall bladder full of poifon, of half a finger’s breadth- at the end of their tails 
which they fpurt out when they ftrike either men or heart ; and this is unavoida¬ 
bly fatal. 

The fcorpions, in my opinion, ought to be reckoned amongft the number of infefls 
as well as the Millepedes, or Hog-lice, which are called Centepees by the Portuguefe’ 
and are here found to be prodigioufiy numerous ; and though their fling is not fo dan¬ 
gerous as that of the fcorpions, yet it is certain it occafions a very fharp pain for three 
or four hours ; after which it ceafes, without leaving the leaft relick of uneafinefs. 

_ No place in our ports is free from thefe vermin; the longefl of which are about a 
fpan ; they are flat and red interceded like other worms, having two fmall horns or 
rather claws, with which they ftrike. The feet are on each fide of the bodv and are 
thirty or forty: their exad number I cannot inform you of. 

If I ffiould treat of all our infeas, and deferibe each fpecies of them: fuch as the 
bees, crickets caterpillars, grafhoppers, and above twenty forts of worms, ants, and 
beetles, I fhould fill two quires of paper; in order to which 1 fhouid want nothing but 
a petted knowledge of that fubjgd. 6 

I wiffi Mr.Leeuwenhoeck, that great naturalift, had opportunity to do it; for I 
believe he would meet with more rarities here than in all other parts of the world. I 
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have fent you herewith, as a fpecimen, a box-full, containing above a hundred of the 
mod: rare fpecies of them; be pleafed to reft contented with them, and a defcription of 
a couple of infers which I have not there fent; and firft of the bees. \ 

The excellence of the Guinea honey is very well known to many; here are pro¬ 
digious quantities of that as well as wax about Rio de Gabon, Cape Lopez, and 
farther in the gulf of Guinea; both which we have alfo on the Coaft, though not in 
fuch plenty. 

Confidering the ftrange nature of the ants, thofe enemies to man and beaft, I cannot 
avoid treating of them at large. 

Thefe vermin make nefts about twice the heighth of a man, of the earth, which they 
turn up in fields and hills; befides which they build large nefts in high trees: from 
which places they fometiines come to our forts and chambers in fuch prodigious 
fwarms, that they frequently oblige us to quit our beds in the night-time \ they are 
ftrangely rapacious, and no animal can ftand before them. They have often in the 
night attacked one of my live Iheep, which I have found a perfect fkeleton in the 
morning, and that fo nicely done, that the beft mafter of the difmembering art could 
not fucceedfo well, it being impoflible for human hands to have done it fo artificially. 

It is but one of their diverfions to ferve chickens and other fowl in this manner; nay, 
as fwift as the rats are, they cannot efcape them, and it is pleafant to obferve that as 
foon as one of them affaults a rat he is inevitably gone ; for attempting to run away he 
is attacked by feveral others, till fo many fall upon him that they overpower him, and 
they are fure not to leave him till they grow to a body ftrong enough to remove him to 
a fafe place. 

Really if one confiders the practice of thofe vermin, it would prompt one to con¬ 
jecture that they had a fort of language current amongft themfelves; for I have feveral 
times placed a worm or beetle where only one or two of thefe ants were, who imme¬ 
diately departed and returned in a minute, bringing with them above a hundred, and 
if they were not enough, in a moment more were called : after which they feize their 
prey, and march off with it in good order, all mutually afiiftiflg each other in the 
carriage of the burthen, 

Thefe pifmires are of various forts, great and finall, white, black and red; the fting 
of the laft inflames to a great degree, and is more painful than that of the millepedes ; 
the white are tranfparent as glafs, and bite fo forcibly, that in the fpace of one night 
alone, they can eat their way through a thick wooden cheft of goods, and make it as full 
of holes as if it had been (hot through with hail-lhot. 

That the ants have a king, which is as large as a Crey-filh, as Monfieur Focquen- 
brogis pleafed to tell us, is what I do not know, and confequently dare not aver. 

Having thus, in my opinion, particularly enough treated of the animals which fly in 
the air as well as thofe on the earth, it remains only to finilh this letter in running 
through thofe who inhabit tbe fea and rivers. 

The want of flelh and other neceffary provifion in this country renders the fea con- 
fiderable as the principal fupport of human life, without which it were impoflible to 
fubiift here; for not only the Negroes, but molt of the Europeans live only on fifli, 
bread and palm-oil. So that it is a very great happinefs, and particular providence of 
God, that the fea and rivers here feem earneftly to conteft which (bail produce the beft 
fifli. 

Both afford very good and delicious fifli, the principal of which I fliall here exem¬ 
plify. Firft, the fea here produces a fifli as large as our common cod, which is here 
called Brazilian cod, being extraordinarily fat and delicate; after which follow — 
vol. xvi. 3 M The 
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The Jacks or Pikes, great and final], which in their feafon are very fat and good, and 
not fo hairy as in Holland, 

Here are alfo plaice and flounders; and though the firft but feldom appears, yet 
the fecond are extraordinarily plentiful, though neither fo thick nor fo good as ours in 
Holland, from which they alfo vifibly differ in fhape* 

There is another fort of fmall flat fifh here, which in delicacy furpaffes all the reft 
on the coaftj thefe fiffi are here called Pifie-pamphers: which are alfo followed by 
another as flat, but rounder. 

Here are Half-Koords, Corcoados, Giltheads, and other large fifh, as black and 
white Carabins, which are cheap and good food for the meaner fort of people# 

Here are bream in very great plenty, of three or four forts ; two of which efpecially 
are very fat and delicate, which are commonly called Jacob Evertxen and Roojeud* 
Amongft the middie-fized fifh, are firft the flat-nofes, fo called from dieir very flat 
fhouts ; they tafte like our haddock. 

The fecond fort, which are much lefs, are a fort of Pouts, called by the Dutch 
Baardmanneties, from their hairs like a beard hanging at their chops. 

We have Sometimes mackarel, though but very few are caught; but vaft fhoals are 
taken of the Saffer or kingVfifh, as the Dutch call it; which in their feafon are extra¬ 
ordinarily fat and good, tafting like eels; gutted and dried, they are eaten inftead of 
falmon. 

Amongft the fmall fifh, the firft which occurs is the Aboei, fomewhat like our 
trout, but much firmer and more delicate, they are taken here by thoufands# 

Ray or thorn-back, both great and fmall, are here very good and in prodigious plenty# 
Soles and dabs are here extraordinary, the firft exceeding ours in Holland* 

Nor is here any want of lobfters, crabs, fhrimps and prawns ; we have alfo thoufands 
of two forts of fprats, great and fmall, both which are very fat wlien in feafon, though 
the former fo ftringy, that they are not much efteemed ; but the lail are very agreeable 
food, and very good either pickled like herrings or dried like red-herrings, both which 
ways we yearly preferve great quantities* 

The river-fifh, befides rhofe which come out of the fea and ftay in rivers, are of 
three forts : firft, Carmou, a white fifh, the largeft of which fpecies are about three 
quarters of a yard long, and of the thicknefs of a man's arm ; they are fo far from 
being too lean, that they would be very delicious if not too fat and oily# 

The fecond is the mullet, which differs from the former only in that it is lefs and 
hath not fo thick a head, but it is full as good food as the other. 

The rivers produce a third fort of fifti here called Batavia, the largeft of which are 
indifferently good, if they do not tafte muddy, which they are very apt to do: fome 
of us have (though very erroneoufly) taken them for perch, which they are not in the 
teaft like* 

# I could fpecify feveral other fifh, but I content myfelf with touching upon the prin¬ 
cipal fpecies, and affuringyou that a lover of fifh, as 1 reckon myfelf, may here meet 
with full fatisfa£tion ; he may make a fatiating filh-meal at five or fix-pence charge; 
and a foldier, or thofe who cannot afford to run fo high, may eat their fill at half that 
price^ I would be here under flood to fpeak of the general courfe of the market, for 
fometimes there is at leaft one half difference as well in the price as goodnefs, and it is 
really very melancholy to fee how the miferable meaner fort fubfift when there is no 
fiffi, which commonly happens in the ill-weather, or winter, as it is here called for 
at other times one fort of fifh or another being in feafon, there never is any want-. 

However 
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However I fliall yet add a defeription of three fpecies more, that are found cn this 
coaft; which by reafon of their rarity I cannot omit. 

The firft and largeft are called there and elfewhere by the Dutch Noordkapers; I 
fliall fpeak more particularly of thefe in another place, and at this r time only hint that 
on the Coaft in fine weather, when the fifhermen are in the beft of their caption, thefe 
fifli come towards the Ihore, and, as the Negroes allure us, fo frighten all the filh, that 
they immediately take their flight, and even the next day not a filh is to be feen in 
the fea, fo that they doubtlefs purfue them very clofely. 

The fecond are the fword-filh, fo called by reafon of the flat bone, about a yard or 
an ell long, and a hand's breadth, which they have at the end of their fnout: this 
bone is furnilhed with about feventeen, nineteen or more lharp teeth, about a finger's 
length, on each fide, and moftly rugged, and one more on one fide than the other. 
He is feven, eighr, nine and fometimes ten foot long, though he is alfo extraordinarily 
thick. How thefe fifli wage war againft whales and other very large filh, I cannot 
inform you ; for I fliall not fay any thing tending that way, becaufe I never faw any fuch 
thing, nor have been at the place where any of thefe Ikirmiflies have happened; and 
out of an apprehenlion that I fhould never return, I am not very folicitous to vifit them, 
efteeming it much better to flay at home. 

The third fort are Hayes or Requiens, by fotne (though utterly wrong) named fea- 
dogs, for they are not in the lead like them." They are very thick as well as very long, 
fome of them betwixt twenty and thirty foot; their head is broad, flat, and their fnout 
very (harp-pointed ; as to the reft they are very ugly. This filh is the Negro’s bell 
and moll common food. They are daily taken on the Gold Coaft in great Ihoals. The 
Europeans never eat them, by reafon of the toughnefs of their flefli; to remedy which 
the Negroes lay them a rotting and (linking feven or eight days, after which they are 
greedily eaten as a delicacy, and a great trade is driven in this commodity to the in-land 
country. 

The Haye doth not fpawn like other fillies, nor lay eggs (as the tortoife does), but 
calls its young in the manner of quadrupeds. 

Thefe filh do no manner of damage on the whole Gold Coaft; but at Fida and 
Ardra, where the flave-trade is managed, they are extraordinarily ravenous, and in 
my opinion fiercer than the moll voracious animal in the world. 

If any perfon fall over-board, he is infallibly dead, unlefs (which very feldoni happens) 
none of thefe filh are near, or he is immediately helped. 

When dead Haves are thrown over-board, 1 have fometimes, not without horror, feen 
the difnial rapacioufnefs of thefe animals ; four or five of them together (hoot to the 
bottom under the Ihip to tear the dead corpfe to pieces, at each bite an arm, a leg, or 
the head is fnapped off", and before you can tell twenty they have fometimes divided the 
body amongll them fo nicely that not the lead particle is left, nay, not fo much as any 
of the entrails; and if any one of them happens to come too late for his lhare, he is 
ready to eat up the others, and they attack one another with the greatell violence in 
the world, and mounting their heads and half their bodies above the furface of the 
warer, they give one another fuch forcible blows that they make the fea around to 
tremble. 

When the Haye feizes his prey, he is obliged to turn himfelf on his back, becaufe his 
mouth is placed far behind and low, wherefore he cannot come at any thing upwards. 

When we fometimes take one of thefe filh and haul him on board with a rope, we 
are always obliged to keep at a diftance; for befides his lharp teeth, he llrikes with 
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his tail, which is prodigioufly ftrong, and whoever comes near him lofes either to arm 
or a leg, or at leaf! hath it broken to pieces. 

I take the reafon why they do not fall on mankind on the Gold Coaft to be, that 
they can here eafily fatiate themlelves with fmaller filh, which is wanting at Ardra and 
Fida, wherefore rather than ftarve they devour human bodies, which I am apt to think 
relifh very well, fince when our fliips depart from thofe places, they fometimes follow 
them for three weeks or a month, waiting for more flaves to be thrown over-board. 

Notwithftanding the rapacious cruelty of thefe filh, yet fome perfons told me as a 
certain truth, that at Cape Vert, where they are ravenous enough, it happened that 
one of our mafters, either by misfortune or neceffity (I forget which), was over-board, 
and not being able to fwim very well, was in danger of drowning, but that a Haye, in 
the very lucky minute, foftly caught him by the leg, and carried him on board one of 
our fliips. If this be true, it is a greater miracle than Arion’s engaging the dolphin 
by his melodious harp to waft him fafe to fhore, fince the Haye faved the man without 
any inducement: but to believe this to be true, requires a ftrong faith $ notwithftand¬ 
ing that, to engage me to it, the very man, the particular day and place are named ; but 
two reafons ftrongly oppofe the truth of this ftory ; firft, the innate cruelty of this fifli; 
fecondly, that whilft on his belly he cannot take any hold ; fo that he muft have lain 
on his back ere he could have feized this mailer, after which he muft have fwam in 
that pofture. But you will fay perhaps that in his youth he had learned to fwim on his 
back (as our boys commonly do), in order to practice it upon occafion. What Ihall 
I fay, my friend ? Nature is very ftupendous in her operations ; let us leave this ftory 
there; and as to the reft be allured that I paflionately defire always to remain, fir, 
yours, &c. 


LETTER XVI. — Treating of Trees and other Plants ; as firft of the Palm-trees , and 
their Fruit , and other Properties :—Of four Sorts of Palm-Wine. — Of Cocoa, trees, 
wild Cocoas or Pahnetos. — Oranges and Lemon-trees ; their Numbers and Virtues, and 
ivhere^ abound moft. — A copious Defcription of the Papai-tree, and its Fruit ; alfo of 
the 1 ree called Pifang , diftinguijhed into Pakovens or Pacyuovens and Pananas. — 
What Sort of Fruit the Cormantyn Apples are, and why fo called. — Of Pomegranates 
and •vinous Grapes .—• Of federal forts of wild Trees , fome of which are very high and 
large ; amongst others' the CapoUtrees, why fo called. — Where Wood fit for fine Works 
is produced. — Of the Fruits of the Earth ; andfirft of the Corn, or the greater or Mir 
Sort of Milhio or Millet, Rice , Jambcs and Potatoes : — Of all Sorts of Peans;—A large 
Defcription of Ananas j concerning which fome Authors arc contradicted: — Of Water- 
Melons, a very fine Fruit. — Of Malagueta , otherwife called the Grains of Paradife, 
or Guinea Pepper. — Piement, Tarragon and Jinking Tobacco ; of which the Negroes 
are great Lovers. — Of the Manner of boiling their Salt. 

Sih, 

THIS lhall only difeharge the promife of the former, to fay fomething concerning 
the trees here and their fruir, as well as the com and plants of this country : in which,, 
to avoid all circumlocution, as the cocoa in the Eaft Indies, by way of excellence, is 
numbered among!! the firft trees, fo, with equal ijuftice, the palm claims the pre-emi¬ 
nence here; fince, with the help of bread and filh, it fubfifts moft of the people on the 
Vtoaitt 
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The firfl produce of this tree is its nuts; which roafted when young tafte very de- 
licioufly, and when old are covered with a red hulk or fhell, black on the hinder-part, 
and contain the palm-oil, which is obtained by contufion and exprefiion, as that of olives. 
This oil is naturally red, but if kept fome years turns white; it is a little naufeous firfl 
to new comers here, but for him that is ufed to it, is no defpicable fauce; befides that, 
it is very ftrengthening and healthful, and I am inclined to prefer it in feveral dilhes 
before oil of olive. 

After the oil is expreffed, the pulp ferves the Negroes for a delicacy, and if kept till 
old is extraordinarily good to fatten hogs, and render their flefli very firm. 

The fecond fruit it yields is the wine itfelf: to obtain and draw off which, when the 
trees are old enough to be cut, they are bereft of all their branches, and rendered en¬ 
tirely bare; in which condition having remained a few days, a little hole is bored in the 
thickeft part of the trunk, into which is inferted a fmall reeden pige; and through that 
the palm-wine drops into a pot fet under to receive it; but it diftils fo flowly, that in 
twenty-four hours fcarce a pottle of wine iffues from one tree. In this manner, pro¬ 
portionable to the goodnefs of the ground in which the tree is planted, it yields wine 
for twenty, thirty, or fometimes more days; and when it hath almoft run its laft, they 
kindle a fire at bottom, in order to draw more wine with the greater force. 

This wine being drank frelh (or under the trees, as our phrafe runs here,J is very de¬ 
licious and agreeable, but withal fo Itrong, that it unexpectedly fteals to the head, and 
very fpeedily intoxicates. But that which the peafants bring daily to the fhore is not 
worth much, becaufe it is impoverilhed and adulterated ; and I believe it is not fo much 
coveted by the meaner fort and the Negroes for its agreeable tafte as its inebriating 
quality, with which it is plentifully endowed, though very much vitiated by a pretty 
large mixture of water. 

The tree thus drained of its wine, is fit for nothing but firing j but when green, its 
leaves are ufed to make ropes, nets, and other neceffary things. 

There are four forts of this tree; each of which hath a particular name: we have 
already fpoke of the right and genuine palm-wine. 

The fecond fort of palm-wine is drawn in no country befides that of Fantyn, and is 
called Quaker ; for what reafon I have already informed you in another letter. This 
fort exceeds the other fomewhat in pleafantnefs of flavour, and very much in ftrength; 
half fo much of this as of the other being a dofe fcarcely to be carried off; and the trees 
from whence it is drawn are not above half as big as the right palm-trees. 

The third fort is drawn at Ancober, Abokroe, Axim, and Ante, though but in very 
fmall quantities at the laft ; and goes by the name of Pardon: fo that you may eafily 
believe no villany here can be committed fo great, but that pardon is eafily attainable, 
if the perfon be in the good graces o'f the god Bacchus. 

This wine, though of a very diflerent, hath yet as pleafant a tafte as the former, but 
not fo ftrong. 

Thefe trees are not cut, but the wine is drawn out of them whilft growing, as the 
Suri is drawn out of the cocoa-tree in the Eaft Indies; with.this difference, that after 
the wine is.there drawn oft', the trees remain alive ; whereas they here wither and dry : 
the reafon of which is I believe, that in India they do not draw off all the wine at once, 
but leave a remainder for nourifliment to encourage the farther growth of the tree; 
whereas here they force out the laft drop : whence the tree, utterly deprived of all its 
moifture, mu ft needs entirely wither and die. 

The fourth kind is produced in the countries of Ante, Jabi, and Adorn ; and is of a 
very different flavour from all the other three, and utterly void of all manner of 
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ftrength; but when drank frefli, taftes like milk; and nine or ten hours after it is 
drawn is not fit to be drank, nor is it good for any thing: this is called Criilia. 

1 he Negroes report, that drinking much of this wine caufes the virile member to 
grow to a large fize ; which is indeed credible, by reafon that the Negroes are in no 
place on the Coaft fo fubjeft to this dillemper as in the mentioned countries. The wine 
is drawn from thefe trees as already you have been informed the Pardon is that is 
whilit growing. 

The trunk of the palm-tree is in circumference about an ordinary man’s height 
and about as tall as he alfo. That called Quaker is not above half fo big. Both llioot 
their branches upwards ; fame of which are in length twenty foot or above. Thefe 
branches, called here and elfewhere Bamboos, are ufed for covering of houfes, for 
hedges, and on feveral occafions. On each fide of thefe Bamboos grow fmall Ion? 
flips, which are their leaves. ° 

„ The Pardon-trees grow like the cocoa-nuts, though on a much thinner ftalk. The 
Criflia-trees grow alfo in the fame manner, though they very remarkably differ in 
height and thicknefs of the trunk, this not exceeding the fourth-part of the height of 
the Pai don-tree; and out of every plant of this fort fhoot generally four, five, or 
more italks, from all which wine is drawn. 

1 he perfect mature age of a palm-tree is ten, twelve, or more years ; and then but 
ten, fifteen, or at mofl twenty gallons of wine are drawn off; notwithllanding which 
this wine daily comes in fuch prodigious plenty to the fhore, that it is really to be won¬ 
dered at; and from hence we may naturally infer that there muff be many thoufands 
of thefe trees growing in this country, or the wine will food be at end. An anchor 
of five gallons is commonly fold for about two {hillings and three-pence Englifh money ; 
though at fome rimes and places it is one half cheaper than at others. 

Next the palm, the cocoa-tree ought indifputably to take place. How beneficial 
thefe trees are to mankind, is known to many, and may be feen in feveral defcrimions 
uf Ealt India voyages. But here, through the ignorance of the Negroes, no other 
advantage refults from them than the fruit, I mean the nut; the kernel of which, as 
well as the enclofed milk, is very pleafant to the tafte. 

rJf ef VT- h ? 0t U l in ^country to the height of thirty or forty, and fomeriroes 
hfty foot; their branches and (lo called) leaves, are like thofe of the palm, excepting 
thatdiecocoa-hranches are not fo long, or fit for the ufes the other a!re employed in. 
hefe trees bear then fruit m the fourth or fifth year, and live fifty years and longer. 

whlh\ Wl dC °T ree rN 0th i, ei ' WlfeCaHed P alm ' trees > grow alfo here, and bear a fruit, 
^n!?tV V Ver l feW u the E . ur °P eans eat > though the Negroes do. This tree is very 
much thicker than the genuine cocoa, efpecially in the middle, where it is of a fur- 

pn mg greatnefs ; and what adds to the oddnefs of the figure, is, that the top and 

the tree, and is called Palm-cabbage, becaufe it hath a fort of cabbagy tafte 
a ™ country of Axim are vaft quantities of fweet as well as four oranges : the fweet 

bUt th fS arden of Zimina, which is extraordinarily full of them, hath 
fome which for agreeable tafte fall very little fhort of thofe of China. 

fieur FocqienbrT n hnJh S h there t'VP ^ ° T u° ° ran S e - trees i notwithllanding Mon, 
he river Bomrv Saver > that the y S row in g^t multitudes along 

abfolutely miftaken ’ for 1 ha ™ W times failed 

there e,e? Zy! -hereTe/fet fadK EfflS “ ^ T" 1 ' he N<!5ro “ T 
mentioned river-fide. " ^ h ‘ U near OUr forts ’ but not one on the 
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Lemon-trees, which are here called Brambas, grow all over the Coaft, efpecially 
at Moure, where they are prefled; and which place, if the feafon be not unufually 
dry, is able annually to deliver above two hundred aums of lime-juice. About twenty 
or twenty-five fhillings Englifh money is the price of an auin of lime-juice, or pickled 
finall lemons. 

The Guinea lime-juice and pickled lemons are too well known and efteemed in 
Holland to require me to infill any longer on that head. 

Some authors have faid a great deal concerning the Papay-tree, but without due 
examination: we are told that they have neither branches nor leaves, and that it does 
not grow above man’s height, &c. But to refute thefe and fome other opinions that 
are cherifhed, I need only defcribe the true and natural fhape of this tree. 

His trunk, being feveral foot thick, is compofed of a fpongy wood, or rather root, 
which it moll refembles: it is hollow, and may very eafily be cut through the middle 
with a hatchet. The fruit at firfl grows at the top of the trunk, without any branches; 
but as the tree grows older it Ihoots out branches alfo towards the top, which refemble 
young flocks; on which the fruit alfo grows. At the very top of the trunk, and of 
the mentioned branches, fhoot other finall fprigs almoft like reeds, a little crooked and 
hollow; and at the extremity of thefe fprigs grow very fine broad leaves, frequently 
cleft, not very unlike vine-leaves, excepting the fize only. 

Some papay-trees run up to the height of thirty foot, which is confiderably more than a 
man’s height. The fruit, or what is properly called the Papay, is about half as big 
as the cocoa-nut, of an oval fhape, green without and white within ; but with age they 
turn very red within, and abound with numerous white kernels, which are the feed 
from whence they are produced. The papays tafle rather worfe than better than 
pompions. 

There grow multitudes of papay-trees all along the Coaft ; and thefe are of two forts, 
viz. the male and female, or at leaft they are here fo called, on account that thofe- 
named males bear no fruit, but are continually full of bloffoins, confifting of a long 
white flower; the female alfo bears the fame blofTom, though not fo long, nor fo- 
numerous. .... ' 

Some have obferved, that the females yield their fruit in greateft abundance when- 
the males grow near them : you may, fir, believe what you pieafe; but if you do not, 

1 fhall not charge you with herefy. 

So much hath already been written concerning the Pifang-tree, which is divided into 
Bakovens and Banantes or Bananas, that it ( feems hardly worth while to detain you 
on that head any longer, than to confirm what others have faid, as that its fruit, efpe¬ 
cially the Bakovens, are very good; that they bear in a year, though but once in all, 
for then the ftock is cut off; and from the root there fhoot out five or fix frefh flocks; 
fo that this plant may pafs for a perpetual almanack, as being indeed endlefs. 

The ftock of thefe trees, if they deferve that name, grow to once and a half or 
twice man’s h eighth. Thofe who are of opinion that the leaves of this tree were the 
leaves with which our firfl parents covered their nakednefs, are not fo much out of 
the way, partly becaufe thefe leaves are long and broad enough for that end, and- 
partly by reafon they are called Fig-leaves, and thefe trees bear the name of Indian 
figs; though I mult own befides that they are very -unfit for cloathing or covering, 
for a touch of the finger makes a hole in them: wherefore they would hardly ferve a 
live body. 

Here are alfo feveral other fruitful trees, but their fruit is not only unknown to us, 
but eaten by very few: wherefore I fhall- fay very little concerning them. And firft, 
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we have here a fort of fruit, like our two forts of plums, blue and white, in fhape as 
well^as colour j but they are not very well tailed, as being very fweet, mealy 
and dry. 

But I ought not to forget the Cormantyn-apple (fo called, becaufe it moll plentifully 
abounds in that country), which is as big as a walnut, with its green hulk on ; its rind 
is yellow, fomewhat inclining to red: in the core are four large, flat, black kernels, 
which are furrounded by the pulp or the fruit itfelf ; which is red and white, and of a 
fort of fliarp, fweet tafte, but moll inclining to acid. It is a very agreeable refrefhing 
fruit, and very comfortable for the fick, efpecially thofe afflifted with the bloody flux, 
for it is very aftringent, and boiled with wine and fugar, is not only more ufefyl, but 
more agreeable than tamarinds. 

I have alio feen a few pomegranates in the gardens of Elmina and Moure ; but be¬ 
fore they come to maturity they rot or fall off; fo that*they fcarcely come to any¬ 
thing. 

I mull not pafs over the Mourefe vine ; Mourefe, I call it, becaufe, except that at 
Mouree, there is not one on the Coall. This produces grapes twice a year, commonly 
in Augull and January ; and would doubtlefs yield a vail quantity, if pruned in a pro¬ 
per manner and feafon by a Ikilful hand ; but being entrufted to an ignorant Negro, 
not half the grapes come to perfection, but wither or rot before they are half ripe: and 
it is farther to be feared that the vine itfelf, by this miferable lopping, will run to 
utter ruin. 

It yields a blue grape, which is fubftantial and very well tailed, and not fo juicy as 
ours in Holland : but I doubt not, if carefully looked after, but that they would be as 
good, if not better than the bed in Europe, fince they are already better than the Dutch 
ones. 

It is obfervable that vines will not grow any where here but at Moure, trials being 
made at Elmina and other places, but without any fuccefs. 

To the belt of my remembrance this vine was firfl planted by the Portuguefe, who 
brought it fil’d from Brazil feme years pad; and the fruit thereof is fo verv agreeable 
to the European inhabitants, that it is to be wilhed more could be planted and raffed at 
other places; for at prefent nobody is the better for it, except the faftor at Moure, the 
direClor-general, and the gentlemen at his table; and fcarcely one of one hundred that 
come here can obtain the favour of feeing it. 

Thefe are all the fruit-trees of Guinea, I mean that part called the Gold Coad: I 
™H next advance to the defeription of the wild trees* Before which, I cannot 
help taking notice oi another midake of Monfieur Focquenbrog : he was very much 
in the wrong to tell the world that at Elmina, and feveral miles adjacent, there grows 
neither leaf, grafs, nor tree. This is utterly falfe ; for befides the trees round about 
Elmina and on the hills, the banks of the frelli river, but half a mile didant, are fur- 
inflied with great numbers of fine lofty trees; from hence, and feveral other particu¬ 
lars, it plainly appears that gentleman was too partial in his defeription of this Coall. 
It is indeed true, that the country about Elmina is more bare of trees than other places, 
but not fo bad as to deferve fuch a wretched character. 

To return to my fubjeft, I aver, that the whole coad is filled with high and low 
trees ; and the charming fhady groves ferve to render the malignity of this place more 
[uppor at e ; and lo delight thofe who take their progrefs into the in-land country, that 
they oblige them entirely to forget the intolerable badnefs of the ways. 

r u- “V5 n^ e W ^ 1C ^ “ atura % g row U P iu fuch a furprifing maimer, as even art it¬ 
felf mud blufhing own, it could not have contrived any tiling like it; others grow fo 
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thick, and their fhady boughs are fo widely extended, that they form entire alleys, 
■which afford an amazing fatisfaftion to any who are inclined to take the pleafure "of 
walking. 

I remember to have formerly read in Olearius, and other writers, of trees large 
enough to Ihelter two thoufand men; and the tree of which Father Kirchen (a perfon 
that, in my opinion, Ihould advance nothing but truth) writes, that in its fruit or fliell 
(I think it was a chefnut), it could lodge a ihepherd and his whole flock, muft not be 
very fmall, but may very well pafs for a wonder in nature; but, after all, it is not in 
the leaft to be compared with the trees of this country* I have feen fome here that 
twenty, inftead of two thoufand, men, might ftand under, fuppofing them clofe to 
one another : and if thefe authors mean fo, I do not fcruple to believe them ; nor I 
believe do you. But, to pafs over this ; it is certain that here are extraordinarily high 
. and large trees, which may be concluded from the great canoes, of which I formerly 
wrote to you ; and, fince thefe boats mull be made of aftraight piece of wood equally 
thick all over, and that very few trees grow dire&ly fo, what I offer is not incredible, 
that the mentioned canoes do not amount to above half the bulk of the tree* 

I have feen fome of thefe trees fo high, that their tops and branches growing out of 
them were fcarcely to be reached by a common mufquet-fhot* They are here called Ca- 
pot-£ree$, becaufe on them grows a certain fort of cotton here called Capot; which is 
very proper for filling of beds, efpecially in this country, where feather-beds are much 
too hot* 

The wood of this tree is light and porous, and fcarcely fit for any other ufe than 
making of canoes. 

The tree which our countrymen, at the latter end of the fifteenth century, found on Ilha 
del Principe, or Prince Ifhrnd, which was four and twenty fathom in compafs, was, I doubt 
not in the leaft, this Capot-tree, There is alfo one at Axim, which ten men would 
have much ado to grafp ; not that the body of the tree is fo bulky, but that it is fo 
vaftJy extended by its prodigious fprouts, which clofely furround it. 

If we had any Romifh priefts in this country, we could give them fome of thefe 
branches to build them fmall oratories, and then the thorny prickles with which this 
tree is abundantly ftored, would ferve to correct and chaftife their unruly fleih, and fave 
them the charge of buying whips. 

But to let the priefts alone, and to return to our fubjeCt j we have here feveFal trees 
which furnilh very fine working wood. Pirft of all in the country of Ante, near the 
Brandenburgher fort Acoda, or Dorothea, and behind our fort Lydfaemheyd at Apam, 
is yellow wood ; of which very fine chairs and tables are made. At Rio de Gabon 
there is alfo red and yellow wood, very proper for the fame ufe, befides which, if any 
perfons applied themfelves to fell it, there is very good wood for the making of rudders, 
frnall mafts and other naval neeefiaries : and I am apt to think that here are good large 
maft-trees, or at leaft fuch grow here out of which they might be made, if not for 
great fliips, yet for barks, yatches, and other fmall craft. 

To complete this difcourfe of trees, I ought to tell you that the Negroes in all parts 
of this country, have feleCted and confecrated fome particular trees, under which they 
perform their religious worfhtp j which are generally fuch, in whofe production nature 
hath difplayed her greateft perfections. 

I have long fince treated concerning the Negroes* idolatry in this particular, wherefore 
it is unneceffary to repeat it here. But taking leave of the trees, I come next to the 
fruits of the earth ; amongft which, firft of the corn here called Milhio. 
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The large Milhio is by moll taken to be the Turkilh wheat, which is fo well known 
in Holland that it is not worth while to defcribe it. 

The Milhio is here lowed and reaped twice every year ; the firft harveft is generally 
in Augult, and the other at the latter end of the year, though but fmall; for the 
Negroes do not fow much againft this time, becaufe it is not reafonable to expert much 
rain, without which this grain will not come up well. 

It were to be wilhed that corn were to be produced in our country with as little trou¬ 
ble as here ; one, or at moll, two men can manure and plough as much land as one 
plough can turn up in Holland, befides which, the corn here very fpeedily takes root. 

When grown up, the ftalk is once and a half or twice man’s height; on which one, 
two, three, and fometimes four ears of Milhio grow, each of which contains about 
three or four hundred grains j fo that the millet here increafes vallly more than the 
European corn. 

When the millet is firft reaped, in time of peace a thoufand llalks may be bought 
for about a crown Englilh money, and in fome countries for about one third or fourth 
part lefs; the corn of thefe thoufand llalks, being feparated from the llalks, makes about 
five bulhels, which is a fack and a half. 

The grain of Milhio is white and red, the white is the moll beautiful, but the red 
is by moll people held for the bell. When this com is beaten fmall, and cleanfed from 
the bran, it makes indifferently good bread, but fomewhar heavy for want of yeaft. 
If the millet here were ground, bolted and baked like our corn in Europe, it would 
doubtlefs become very good bread; but wanting all thefe conveniences, and leaven 
being not ufed, the bread here is very clammy and heavy. This-lhall 1'uffice you for 
the great millet or Turkilfa wheat. 

1 he fecond fort of Milhio, called by the Portuguefe maize, is a grain like the corian¬ 
der-feed, and is made into bread as well as the other, and very much refembles our 
fighter fort of rye j it taltes very well, and is very nourilhing; it grows in the fame 
manner as the great Milhio, only tile ftalk is not lo thick, nor the ears covered with 
leaves as the other is, wherefore it is much more expofed to the granivorous birds than 
the larger, and is not fown near fo much as that, for which reafon it is one half 
dearer. 

The great, as well as fmall, Milhio is fowed all along the whole Coaft; but leaft of 
all at Axim; wherefore it is always dearefl there. The country of Ante, in fruitful 
years and time of peace, produces prodigious quantities; I have feen it bought and have 
alfo bought myfelf, one thoufand Hems or llalks for fix, feven, eight and nine Takoes, 
each Takoe amounting to about four-pence-farthing Englilh money, and a fack amount¬ 
ing at highefl not to two and twenty pence. Thus, corn, in time of peace, is the 
cheapeft of all provifions, but in war-time it fometimes riles to an incredible price; I 
have known a thoufand llalks fold for an ounce of gold, which is fomewhat lefs than 
four pounds fterling j to which the lazinefs of the Negroes, which is fo great that they 
feldoin fow more than what is like to be confumed that year, contributes very much, 
as alfo the great number of Englilh llave-lhips which yearly come to this coaft - for 
thefe not being fo well vidualled as we, they are obliged to buy Milhio, which yearly 
carries off many thoufand facks. 1 

This corn generally betwixt February and harveft, rifes from one crown to one pound 
fterling the thoufand Hems. 

Next the tillage of corn, follows that of rice, which is not common all over the 
Coaft; nor is there any, or at leaft but very little, on the Ihore of the Gold Coaft, any 
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more than at Axim or Ante ; but on the higher part of the Coaft, it grows in fuch 
prodigious plenty, that it is eafy to load a fhip with it, perfectly cleanfed, for one 
penny or lefs the pound; whilft at Axim, Ante, Abocroe and Ancober, the foul and 
unfilled bears about the fame price. 

It is no fmall happinefs for the Negroes of Axim that their foil is fo proper for rice, 
which in fome meafure foftens their want of Milhio. 

Next rice, by reafon of its great advantage to the inhabitants, is the fruit called 
Jammes. They grow under the earth like turnips, and are about two fpans long, and 
as much in the grafp or thicknefs. They fhoot out a long green leaf almofl like that 
of French beans, with little prickles. This leaf the Negroes fo order, that it climbs 
up flakes appointed for that end, and by it they can determine when the root is come 
to maturity, at which time they dig it out of the earth. 

It is fnow-white within, and is roafted or boiled and eaten by the Negroes, as alfo by 
feveral Europeans, as bread ; its tafte is not difagreeable, being much like that of our 
earth-nuts, and though not quite fofweet, is drier and firmer. 

In the country of Ante there grows abundance of Jammes, but Saboe is the country 
which produces them in greateft plenty; whence, when in feafon, they are fent by 
thoufands to feveral other places. Thofe who buy them at Moure, give about fourteen 
fliillings a hundred, and fell them again at other places to good profit. 

The fecond fubterraneous fruit here is called potatoes, which, like the Jammes, alfo 
fends forth a green leaf that runs along the ground, fome branches of which, cut off and 
planted in the ground, in a fhort time grow potatoes; but the Jammes never grow 
without fome of the fruit itfelf be planted. 

Thefe potatoes are of an oval fhape, commonly like the large long turnips with us; 
they, as well as the Jammes, are perfeftly white within, and boiled or roafled are alfo 
eaten for bread, efpecially at Fida, where they are the Negroes* ordinary diet. They 
are fweet, and eat much better than Jatnmes, tailing very much like our boiled 
chefnuts. 

The country of Saboe produces the greateft quantities of this fruit, and next to that 
the country of Ante; of which we may fay (confidering it as a part of the Coaft), that 
it wants nothing necelfary to' human life. 

It is told me as truth, that before the Portuguefe caine to this coaft, the Negroes 
fubfifted them ['elves with thefe two fruits, and a few roots of trees; they being then 
utterly ignorant of Milhio, which was brought thither by that nation. 

I am more flrongly induced to believe this, becaufe in the promontory of Guinea 
there are at this time countries where no Milhio, or at leaft very little, is cultivated, and 
the inhabitants live on the two mentioned fruits, but more efpecially Jammes. 

Thus, having defcribed the four fruits moft neceffary to the fupport of mankind, it is 
now proper to give an account what this country yields befides for food, which moftly 
confifts in feveral forts of beans ; the iirft of which are not unlike our garden-beans 
in figure and tafte. 

The fecond fort are a fize larger ; their cods are about three quarters of a yard long, 
and the bean of a bright red colour. 

The third fort are almoft like thofe fmall fpecies, called in Holland the Princefs’s 
beans, only they are of a deep red ; thefe are not only very good and nourifliing, but 
very fine food. 

All thefe beans grow like French-beans with us, either propt up, or creeping up 
by a hedge. 
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But thofe which follow, grow in a very different manner ; as firft, a fort of final! 
beans, here called Jojootjes, which, like the potatoes, run along the,ground, are enclofed 
in long Uender hulks, and when young and green are extraordinarily good eating. 

Here are alfo beans which grow on trees as big as goofe-berry bulhes in Holland,. 

, Thefe are Ihelled like green peas, fo that a large number goes to make up a diili; but 
they are neither fweet nor folt. 

Here is alfo another fort called Gobbe-gobbes, which grovv two together in a cod 
under the earth, and Ihoot out a fmall leaf above the furface of the earth ; thefe are the 
worft of all the forts of beans, and yet they are eaten by feveral. 

The fecond fort of fubte'rraneous beans have been known to us but a few years, and 
are called Angola beans, by reafon they were tranfplanted from thence to this place. 
Thev are a very agreeable fort of food, if fried, as we commonly do cheftmts. 

The laft fort, which alfo grow under the earth, are the bell of all; but indeed they 
can hardly pafs for beans, partly becaufe they do not grow in cods, and partly becaufe 
they are not eaten as the others are, fo that earth-nuts would be a more proper name 
for them j for they are eaten raw out of hand, and tafte not much unlike hazel-nuts. 
But they are commonly broken in pieces, foaked in water, and then fqueezed in a cloth; 
this liquor boiled with rice, every where in this country paffes for milk, and if helped 
with a little fugar, cinnamon and butter, it would not eafily be difcovered to be any thing 
elfe by thofe who are unacquainted with this dilh. 

Of fuch fruits as may fatisfy a delicate and luxurious palate, we have very few here. 
The Ananas are by many valued as an extraordinary fruit, and their nature and 
beauties have been at large deficribed : but for my part, not to" defpife it, I never could 
find the delicacy in it that is pretended. 

Notwithftanding which, I lhall take the pains to fpeak of it at large, that you may 
judge how far thofe are in the right, who have already written fo much concerning it. 

Befides Linfchooten and others, Simon de Vries, in his M Curious Obfervation on the 
wonderful Things of the Eall and Weft Indies,” has alledged feveral authors, but I need 
only give a plain and true account of the true nature, fhape, and properties and manner 
of growing of the Ananas, to lhow whether he is in the right or not. 

The plant fomewhat refembles the great houfe-leek, or Semper-vtvtm majus , which 
we fometimes find amongft the curious botanifts in Holland, from which it differs in 
the following particulars: the Ananas Ihoot their leaves (or that which is taken for 
them) upwards, being neither fo broad nor fo thick as the other ; befides which, the 
leaves are fumilhed with Iharp prickles on each fide, and are alfo of a deep yellow 
colour, and fomewhat inclining to green, whereas the Semper-vivum is of a very beau¬ 
tiful green. 

Betwixt the Anana’s leaves, before the fruit appears, grows a bloffom about as big 
as a man’s fill, which is very green, but adorned with an extraordinarily beautiful red 
. crown, and furrounded with final! leaves, that render it very agreeable to the fight. 
This bloffom by flow degrees grows into an Anana, which at firft is green, accompanied 
with yellow leaves, but in ripening, changes to a perfedh yellow ; and when we eat the 
Ananas, the mentioned leaves with which it is furrounded are cut off with the fliell. 
The crown, or at leaft a part of it, remains firmly fixed to the fruit, though changed to 
a yellowiih colour. Before, and round about the Ananas, fmall fprigs flioot out, which 
are planted to continue the fpecies of this vegetable. Thus much may fuffice for the 
plant. 

The Anana or fruit is about a fpan long, and about the fame thicknefs ; but as it 
happens to other fruits, fome are large and others fmall. 
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Moft of the authors De Vries cites, agree in the tafte of this fruit; to which I can 
eafily fubfcribe, taking the liberty to add, that though it may for a little while feem a 
delicacy, yet, if frequently eaten, it will foon naufeate. It proves moft agreeable and 
healthy when eaten with cinnamon, fugar and wine, like ftraw-berries, for it is too hot 
to eat alone; wherefore Monardus was miftaken in afcribing to them a cold quality, * 
when indeed it inflames to that degree, that its fliarp juice caufes thofe to fpit blood 
who eat them too freely. But though this fliarp hot juice forces blood from the throat 
and gums, yet that they are fo corrofive as to difiolve a knife that remains ftuck in it 
but half an hour, is fo ridiculoufly falfe, that if, inftead of half an hour, the knife 
remained a whole year, it would not be diffolved. It is indeed true, that the knife will 
be blunted, which alfo happens in the cutting of a citron, lemon, orange, Backoven or 
banana, and more efpecially the laft fruit, if it is not thoroughly ripe; fo that this 
acidity cannot juftly be appropriated to the Ananas only. 

I cannot quit this fubject without noting a grofs miftake of the before-mentioned 
'authors, Linfchooten firft tells us, that the Ananas grow a fathom above ground $ 
and others inform us, that they grow half under. But both are miferably in the wrong j 
this plant really not being above one foot and a half in height, and the ftalk half a foot; 
which together amount to two foot, which is far Ihort of a fathom and more, if they 
make it grow fo much under ground. 

All the pains I have thus far taken in the defcription of the Ananas, was a force I 
put upon my inclinations; and if any one pleafe to affert that this plant in Afia or Ame¬ 
rica is of a different nature, they are at liberty to do it; whilft I am abundantly fadsfied 
from travellers in both thofe parts of the world, that there is no real difference. 

Next the Ananas 1 fliall place the water-melons ; about which, though much the 
nobler and more agreeable fruit, I lhall not detain you fo long. The immature and 
yet fmall water-melon is white within and green without; but when ripe, its green coat 
is fpeckled with white, and its internal whitenefs fomewhat intermixed with red; and 
the more it participates of the latter, it is by fo much the riper and more agreeable; at 
which time, if eaten, it proves very delicious, watery, refrelhing and cooling. 

This fruit is lefs prejudicial to, and much more proper for a feverifli perfon than the 
Ananas. When green it is eaten as falad, inftead of cucumbers, to which it is not wholly 
unlike ; being alfo furniflied with fuch kernels, which when ripe are changed black, and 
are then fit to plant. 

The water-melons grow in the fame manner as cucumbers, but bear a different leaf. 
They are about twice as big as our melons, and if the Negroes were not too idle, this 
fruit would be very plentiful here; but at prefent they are only cultivated by fome of 
our chief officers, fo that the commonalty reap but fmall advantage thereby. They 
are iu their prime in July and Auguft, and in fruitful years we have them twice. 

Thefe are all our belt fruits in this country ; but that 1 may be able to fay that I have 
omitted nothing, whether good or bad, I fliall not pafs over the following fpecies. 

The firft of which is Malagueta, otherwife called Paradife-grains or Guinea-pepper; 
a fruit which is generally known. It grows on fhrubs in red fhells or hulks, which at 
a diftance afford a very pleafant profpe£t. Within thefe hulks is contained the Mala¬ 
gueta, feparated into four or five divifions, and covered with a white film. This Guinea- 
pepper grows alfo in a different manner, not unlike large grafs-reeds. 

Here'grows alfo a fruit on Ihrubs, which in tafte and figure refembles Cardamum; 
which I doubt not but it is. 

At Benin and in-land, there is pepper in figure like that of Eaft India. 
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1 he laft fort of pepper, called here Piment, and in Europe Span i fli -pepper, grows 
here in abundance on Ihrabs, almoft of the fame fize, though fomewhat lower, than our 
goofe-berry bulhes in Holland. 

1 his piment is of two forts, viz. great and fmall; both of which are firfl green, but 
afterwards change colour, the fmall to a beautiful red, and the large to a red and black; 
and are both very pleafant objects. 

This fruit is much hotter than common pepper, efpecially the fmaller fort, which is 
not above one-fourth part of the fize of the other ; in recompenfe of which the trees on 
which it grows are about fix times as high and wider extended than the other. 

Piment pickled in vinegar and lime-juice (but bell: in the laft) is valued by feveral as 
a good corroborative to the ftomach, and very wholefome. 

This country produces none of thofe green herbs common in Europe, except Tarragon 
and tobacco ; of both which here is great plenty, efpecially of the laft, which ftinks 
fo abominably that it is impoffible for one that is even not very nice to continue near 
the Negroes when they fmoke this devililh weed; which yet agrees very well with 
them. ° 1 

Some of them have pipes made of reeds, which are about fix foot long; to the end 
of which is fixed a ftone or earthen bowl, lo large that they cram in two or three 
handfuls of tobacco ; which pipe, thus filled, they without ceafing can eafily fmoke out; 
and they are not put to hold their pipe, for being fo long it refts on the ground. 

All the in-land Negroes take this tobacco, but thofe who live amongft us and daily 
converfe with the Europeans, have Portuguefe or rather Brazilian tobacco: which 
though a little better, yet ftinks to a great degree. 

. ® ot ^ the male an( j f ema i e Q f the Negroes are fo very fond of this tobacco, that they 
will part with the very laft penny which fliould buy them bread, and fuffer hunger 
rather than be without it; which fo enhances the price, that for a Portuguefe fathom 
which is much lefs than one pound of this trafli, they will give five fliiliings, or a gold 
quarter of a Jacobus. ° 6 

Let us therefore rather praife thofe ftnokers, my good friend, who take the noble 
Spanifii or Virginia tobacco; but as for thofe ftupid wretches who content themfelves 
with the Amorsfort weed, I heartily wifh, as a punifliment of their depraved tafte that 
during their lives they may never fmoke better than our Negroes, and Brazil on 
Sundays and holidays; yet under condition they be obliged to keep company with 

each other, and be bamlhed the company of genteel Trackers. But this by the 
way only, J 

The tobacco-leaf here grows on a plant about two foot high, and is of the length of 
two or three hands breadth, and the breadth of one, bearing a fmall bell-flower which 
when ripe turns to feed. ’ 

Jo conclude, I will add a fruit which grows In lofty trees, is rather larger than a 
wahmt, and furmlhed with much fuch a Jhell: the kernel is divided into feveral parts; 
or which Tome are red, others white. 1 7 

Not u onl l th , e Negroes, but alfo fome of the'Europeans, are infatuated to this fruit - 
we call it kool or cabbage, and the Negroes Boefi: it is chewed in the#mouth; and 
artei the juice is fucked out, the remainder is fpit out. 

Its tafte is very harfli and almoft bitter, and draws the chewer’s mouth almoft clofe* 
and its foie virtue is dmretick; but its admirers pretend it helps to relilh the palm-wine; 
though both reafons are not fufficient to engage me to the ufe of it. It is commonly 
eaten with fait and Malagueta. J 
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If I had been obliged to beftow a name on this wretched fruit, I fhould rather have 
called it the African Beetel or Anca, which would have been much properer than 
cabbage ; fince whatever I have heard concerning the Indian Beetel or Anca exaftly 
agrees with the tafte and virtue of this fruit. 

I might very well leave off here, as not confcious of any important omiffion in the 
defcription of the Gold Coaft of Guinea: but left you fhould accufe my performance, 
as fpiritlefs, infipid and faltlefs, I fhall make bold, in the conclulion of this letter and 
the whole defcription of the Gold Coaft, to fet as much fait before you as will flock 
you for houfe-keeping for one hundred years : what think you, is not that enough ? 

It is not to be imagined what vaft riches the Negroes get by boiling of fait; and if 
they were always or for the moft part in peace, thofe who follow that employment 
would in a fhort time amafs unweildy fums j for all the in-land Negroes are obliged 
to fetch their fait from the fhore ; from whence it is eafy to infer that it muft coft them 
very dear : wherefore the meaner fort are obliged to make ufe of a certain faltifh herb 
inftead of fait, which their purfes will not reach. 

Some miles in-land beyond Ardra, From whence moft of the Haves are brought, one, 
nay fometimes two flaves are fold for a handful of fait: fo that human flefh is there 
very cheap. 

The manner of falt-boiling is as follows:—Some boil the falt-water fo long in cop¬ 
pers till it comes to fait; but as this is the moft tedious, fo it is not the moft profitable 
way, and is pra&iced only where the land is fo high that the fea or falt-rivers cannot 
poftibly flow over them ; but at other places, where the fea or river-water frequently 
overflows, they dig deep pits to receive the mentioned overflowing water; after 
which the frefheft and fineft part of the water is dried up by the fcorching heat of the 
fun. I know this contradicts the hypothefis of a certain author, but he ought to know 
alfo that the ground being here faltifli and nitrous, a final! quantity of water will make 
better fait, and that quicker than a great deal; which renders this place the more fit to 
produce a great deal of fait in a fmall time. 

In other places they have fak-pans, where the fun dries up the water, fo that the 
trouble of boiling is unneceffary; no pains being required except that only of gathering 
it out of the mentioned pans. 

Thofe who are either unable or unwilling to buy copper-boilers, or when the fea- 
water requires fuch tedious boiling as would burn them; thefe, I fay, ufe earthen-pots, 
which they fet ten or twelve next another ; thus making two rows, being all cemented 
together with clay as if they had been done by a bricklayer; and under the mentioned 
pots is fomething like a furnace of fire, which is continually fupplied with wood. This 
is the moft laborious way and produces neither fo much fait, nor fo much expedition as 
the other. 

In all parts of this Coaft, except Acra, the fait is very white, but more efpecially in 
the country of Fantyn, where it almoft excels even fnow itfelf. 

Thus much for this time, and when another opportunity offers, perhaps I may pre- 
fent you with an account of the country of Ardra; though I will not allure you of any 
thing, but that I am really yours, &c. 
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LETTER XVII. — Which , by way of Supplement to the former , defcribes Jirfl a Snake 
taken at Axim, that was twenty-two Foot long ; alfo another not much lefs at Bouiry. 
— A flrange Engagement betwixt a Snake and two Porcupines at Moure. — Another 
Accident with a Serpent, which blinded an European with his Venom.—The Tigers here ; 
a Boy torn in pieces by them; — The Author's Tiger-hunting , and how he came to kill 
him at lafl . — A Defcription of the Jackals. — A remarkable Adventure with an Ele¬ 
phant killed at Elmina. — A Defcription of a certain Spider which the Negroes call 
Ananfe , and imagine that it created the firjl Man. 

SlKj 

IN my Former letters, I have feveral times promifed you to fpeafc more particularly 
concerning this or the other animal; and more efpecially our elephant and tiger- 
hunting. All which promifes this lhall difcharge; but firft of all I ain inclined to^fay 
fomething concerning the ferpents or fnakes. 

About eleven years paft the Negroes of Axim took and killed a fnake that was 
two and twenty foot long; which being opened, a full-grown deer was found in his 
entrails. 

About the fame time another was killed at Boutry, not much fliorter than the former ■ 
in whofe body a Negro was found. 

Some of my fervants once going to the country beyond Moure, found a fnake feven- 
teen foot long, and very bulky, lying about a pit of water, perhaps to divert himfelf; 
near which were two porcupines ; betwixt which and the fnake began a very fharp 
engagement, each fhooting very violently in their way, the fnake his venom, and the 
porcupines their quills of two fpans long, for with fuch they were armed. My men 
having feen this fight for a confiderable time, without being obferved by the furious 
combatants (in the heat of the battle), after having loaded their mufquets, let fly upon 
the three champions to fo good purpofe, that they killed them all, and brought 
them to Moure, where they were devoured by them and their comrades as a very 
great delicacy. J 

. Whilft our fort was repairing at Moure, the work-men perceived a great fnake be¬ 
hind a heap of ftones; to get him from thence they removed many of the ftones, fo 
that half his body was cleared ; a mafon, the forwardeft in this enterprize, laid hold 
of his tail, defigning to pull him out from betwixt the ftones, but finding that imprac¬ 
ticable, cut oft as much of his body as was in reach with his knife, and believing he 
had difabled him from doing any farther mifchief, without the leaft fhadow of fear 
removed the remainder of the ftones; but as foon as the inake was at liberty to turn 
himfelf, he clung about the mafon (who thought to have caught him in his hand) and 
fpit his venom all over his face; which proved fo forcible, that the fellow at that’ very 
inftant became ftark blind ; in which condition he remained fome days, but was at 
laft reftored to his fight. This I have frequently obferved, efpecially in Negroes who 
upon being ftruck by a ferpent have fwelled extremely, but foon affuaged and returned 
to their former eftate j fo that I am apt to think that the poifonous nature of fnakes is 
very different, the bite of fome being mortal, others only wounding, and that there 
are another fort which are as harmlefs as thofe of Fida. 

Of this laft fpecies is that which hangs in the direftor-general’s hall, which is four- 
teen toot long, and was taken in our garden at Elmina by an Ardrafe or Fidafe Have* 
with his bare hands without any flick or weapon, and by him fo brought alive into 
the cattle, We found at the lower part of his belly two claws like thofe of birds ; 
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which, I fuppofe, ferved him either to ere£t himfelf upright, or to leap. But of him 
enough, fince I have already faid fomething of him in my Iaft letter but two. Where¬ 
fore we fliall now apply ourfelves to the tigers, which here do the moil mifchief, and 
are extraordinarily fierce. Some years paft a boy that belonged to our faftor at Sa- 
conde, going but a little way from the factory was killed by one of them. 

At the fame time and place, a Negro going in-land with his hatchet in his hand to 
cut feme wood, met a tiger which fell upon him j but he being a dexterous fellow, fo 
well defended himfelf with his hatchet, that, after a long fcuffle, he conquered and 
killed the tiger j but did not come off unhurt, for his whole body looked as if fome- 
body had begun to flay him. 

In the year 1693 , when I commanded in the faid fort, fome of my Kabriets ("for fo 
we call fheep), as well as thofe of my neighbour the Englifli factor, were for feveral 
nights killed by a tiger, which at laft grew fo bold, that he came at three in the after¬ 
noon to the lodge, and killed a couple of flieep. I perceived him time enough, and 
aflifled by my gunner, two Englilhmen, and a party of Negroes all armed with good 
mufquets, I purfued him, and in a fliort time overtook him, though not fo foon but 
that he had opportunity to fly to a fmall thicket of under-woods, which we immediately 
befet; my gunner adventured into the thicket to find whereabouts he lurked, but in 
half a quarter of an hour came running back like a diftra&ed man, having left his hat 
and flippers behind him, after being alfo bitten ; but to his very good fortune, the tiger 
intending to have feized hint, was fo affrighted by the falling branches, that he gave 
him opportunity to make his efcape, and the tiger kept the wood. 

One of the Englilhmen, impatient at waiting fo long, refolved to march into the wood 
with his mufquet, if poflible to diflodge him ; the tiger, which was but too foon aware 
of him, fuffered him to approach clofe to him, upon which he fell upon him with 
extreme fury, feizing him with his feet by the fhoulder-blade, and fixing his teeth in 
his fide, and would, without doubt, immediately have torn him in pieces, if by crying 
out he had not drawn me with a party of Negroes to his afliftance j winch obliged the 
tiger to quit his prey : not with Handing which he was fo miferably handled, that he lay 
fenfelefs about half a day, which was partly occafioned by the venom of the bite, and 
partly by the fright. 

The Negroes were fo terrified at the ill-fuccefs of this enterprife, that, utterly bereft 
of all courage, each quitted his poll where he was appointed to watch, which afforded 
the tiger an opportunity of efcape, which he foon attempted ; but in his flight out of the 
thicket happened fomething very odd. 

The under-fadtor of the Englilh fort had long called out and promifed me (for this 
adventure happened juft under that fortj that he would come to my afliftance, and the 
very moment the tiger quitted the wood, being as good as his word, he came with his 
mufquet in his hand; but the tiger feeing him alone before him, made to him; upon 
which the, Englilhman, inllead of coming to us, ran as fall as his legs would carry him 
back towards their fort; but affrighted, and tired with hard running, he fell over a 
ftone about half a mufquet-lhot from home: the tiger had already overtook him, when 
we flood trembling at a diftance, imagining he would immediately tear him in pieces; 
but he coming up to him, inllead of attacking, turned from him and took his flight 
forwards in-land, foon getting out of our fight. 

I can give no other realon why he did not fall on the Englilhman, than that perhaps 
he was afraid of us who followed him with a great cry, if poflible to terrify him j for 
it was not practicable to flioot at him, by reafon he was too near the Englilhman, and 
we might as well have chanced to have hit the one as the other : or perhaps the beaft 
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thought he had honour enough by having his enemy under-foot, with which he being 
fatisfied, retired. 

Thus ended this chafe, and I do not defire fuch another, for I have feveral times been 
in danger that the Negroes by their random-fhot fhould hit me inftead of the tiger. 

This tiger was not hereby deterred from coming again fome days after and killing fome 
fheep, which provoked me to attempt another way to catch him that I had feen in the 
country of Ante. 

I caufed a parcel of very thick pallifadoes to be cut; of which I made a fort of cage of 
twelve foot long and four broad, covering it alfo on the top with pallifadoes, to bind which 
the firmer, I laid a thoufimd pound weight of ftone on it to prevent his breaking out above; 
then I caufed a double-plank door to be made for my cage, and in one of the corners 
I made a Idler cage, which took up one fourth of the room of the whole; in which I 
placed a couple of fmall hogs : after which I fet the door like our rat-traps, in fuch a 
manner that the tiger could not come in to feize the hogs without throwing it down and 
Jhutting himfelf in, when it would be impoffible for him to come at the hogs by reafon 
of the pallifadoes which fenced them in their little cage. 

This ftratagem fucceeded fo well that three days after I had finifhed my trap, I caught 
the tiger in it at midnight; but inftead of roaring, as I imagined he would, immediately 
he fet his teeth at work, if poflible to eat his way out of prifon, which he had certainly 
done if he had had but one half hour’s time; for he had foon rent the inner from the 
outer door, and eaten the pallifadoes half through when I interrupted him in his work; 
and not to dally with fruitlefs {hooting, I clapped the muzzle of my mufquet loaded 
with three balls betwixt the pallifadoes, at which he furioufly catched, and fo fumiihed 
me with a favourable opportunity to difpatch him at one fhot; by which 1 punifhed his 
thievery and murder. 

We found him about the flze of a common calf, well provided with large teeth and 
claws. 

This tiger-catching obliged us with a feaft of eight days; for by the cuftom of the 
Autefe country, he that catches a tiger, is privileged for eight days to feize all the palm- 
wine which is brought to the market, without paying any thing for it; which accordingly 
we did, and the whole mentioned eight days were fpent by the Negroes in fhooting, 
dancing, leaping, and all manner of public jollity. 

The country of Axim, but much more that of Ante, is full of tigers: they frequently 
in the night-time come not only under, but alfo into our forts, and do a great deal of 
taiifchief, making no difficulty of leaping over a wall of ten foot high. 

Before 1 leave phis fubject, I cannot help refuting the opinion of fome people, that 
the tiger is fo afraid of fire, that without any other, arms than that alone, it is poflible 
to drive him away. I was once of this erroneous opinion myfelf, but have been con¬ 
vinced of the contrary by experience: for after having received a vifit or two from a 
tiger, to affright him for the future, I kindled a great fire where the fheep uied to 
lleep in the night; but not fufficiently relying on that, I ordered five of my fervants to 
lie by the fire with loaded arms; but notwithftanding all this, the tiger came in the 
night and killed a fheep between my two lads, who were fallen afleep, and was moving 
towards the fire, when my fervants, awakened with the cry of the fheep, immediately 
flew up, intending to let fly at him, but he immediately ran away. 

From hence it appears that the tiger is juft as much afraid of fire, as the devil of the 
crofs ; and this accident confirms the report of the Negroes, that this beaft will never 
attack a man when he can comeat a beaft, for other wife he could more eafily have fallen 
on my two boys than a fheep. 
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"Next the tiger in fiercenefs, is the jackal or wild dog; of which I have already fpoken 
in the defcription of Acra. I had an opportunity of gratifying my curiofity with a fight 
of it in the year 1700 , when the prefent King of Commany’s fervants having {hot one, 
were fo civil as to bring it to the caftle : he was as big as a fheep, with longer legs i 
which in proportion to their fize were very thick; whence you may judge of his 
llrength: he was covered with lhort hair, which was fpotted j his head was very large, 
fiat and broad, provided with teeth, each of which was a finger’s breadth and more; 
fo that in all probability his greateft ftrength is lodged in his mouth and legs; joined to 
which he alfo hath terrible claws. 

I will here prefent you with an example of the fierce boldnefs of this brute, which 
happened at Acra; where one of thefe beafts by night boldly came into a Negro’s 
houfe, and took away a female Negro; which he flung upon his back, and held her 
fall; with one leg, intending to proceed on his journey with his prey halting upon three 
legs: but the cries of the poor captive awoke a parcel of Negroes, and brought them 
to her relief; which they foon effected, and found her only a little hurt by the claw 
with which he held her fall. 

I lhall now add fomething concerning the elephant; of which I have in one of my 
former letters told you that unprovoked he very leldom falls on mankind, but when 
urged to it falls on with wondrous fiercenefs. Both which I lhall here confirm by a 
couple of inftances; and lhew you how difficult it is to kill them. 

Beyond Axim a Negro that was accuftomed to the elephant-chace, and had killed 
feveral, endeavouring to {hoot at one, but miffing his fhot by a flalh in the pan, the 
elephant grew fo enraged, that he purfued, fet on him, and broke him and his mulquet 
to pieces. 

The fecond accident is more remarkable, and may ferve as an inftruftion to others 
that for the future they be not too rafli. 

In the year 1700 , in December at fix in the morning, an elephant came here to 
Elmina, walking eafily along the Ihore under the hill of St. Jago: fome Negroes were 
fo bold as to go againft him without any thing in their hands, in a fort to welcome and 
bring him in. He fufiered them to encompafs him, and very quietly went along with 
them to juft under the mount St. Jago : where one of our officers belonging to that 
hill, and a Negro which came down with him, fired on him immediately; and the 
officer’s ball hit him above his eye. This and the following Ihot which the Negroes 
poured on him were fo far from provoking him, that they did not move him to mend 
his pace in the leaft; he only feenied to threaten the Negroes betwixt whiles, but Hill 
let them alone. 

It was furprifing, when he threatened to fall on the men, to fee him prick up his 
ears; which were of a prodigious fize: however he went on, and laftly ilept into .our 
garden, expecting perhaps civiler treatment there. 

This extraordinary accident, and our own curiofity, drew the direClor-general and 
myfelf into the garden; and we were foon followed by fome of our people. We found' 
him Handing in the midft of the garden; where, before our coming, he had broke 
down four or five cocoa-trees; which number, either to divert hirafelf or lhew us his 
ftrength, he augmented with five or fix more in our prefence. The ftrength which 
he feemed to ufe in breaking down a tree may very fitly be compared to the force 
which a man exerts in order to knock down a child of three or four years old. 

Whilft he Hood here, above one hundred foot were fired at him, which made him 
bleed to that degree, as if an ox had been killed. During all which he did not ftir, 
hut only fet up his ears, and made the men apprehend that he would follow them, 
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But this fport was accompanied with a tragical event; for a Negro, fancying himfelf 
able to deal with him, went foftly behind him, catched his tail in his hand, defigning 
to cut a piece of it oft'; but the elephant being tiled to wear a tail, would not permit 
it to be Ihortened in his life-time : wherefore, after giving the Negro a ftroke with his 
fnout, he drew him to him, and trod upon him two or three times; and, as if that 
was not fufficient, he bored in his body two holes with his teeth, large enough for a 
man’s double fift to enter. Then he let him lie, without making any farther attempt on 
him; and flood ftill alfo whilft two Negroes fetched away the dead body, not offering 
to meddle with them in the leaft. 

From both thefe inflances it is fufliciently clear, that unprovoked they do not often 
hurt any body; but that they grow very fierce when fhot at and miffed doth not fo plainly 
appear, fince rhiselephant fuffered above three hundred fhot to be made at him, with¬ 
out any fign of being enraged or refiftance: but as the fame actions have not always 
the fame fuccefs, I lhould be loath from hence to advife any perfon raffily to fire at an 
elephant, fince this vaft number of fhot which were thundered at him were not fuffi¬ 
cient to fetch him down; and thofe who pretend thoroughly to underftand the ele- 
phant-ftiooting told us, that we ought to have fhot iron-bullets, fince thofe of lead are 
flatted, either by their bones or the toughnefs of their fldn. 

This feems probable; for after his death we found of the vaft quantity of fhot 
levelled at him very few had paffed the bone into his head. Some remained betwixt 
the fkin and the bone ; moft of them, more efpecially the fmall fhot, was thrown off 
by his hide as if they had been fhot againft a wall. The bullets were certainly too 
fmall, fince what the Englifh fa&or told me, was confirmed by others, that as he was 
in the river Gamby, in a canoe, he killed an elephant, which purfued him, with one 
fhot only. For to imagine that none of the balls hit him in the proper place is not very 
reafonable, fince in fuch a great number one muft hit right, as appeared after his 
death. 

After the elephant had killed the Negro (which happened not above fixteen paces 
from us), and had been about an hour in the garden, he wheeled about as if he intended 
to fall on us, which made all that were in the garden to fl^ each endeavouring to 
fecure himfelf by getting away; but the greateft part made to mount St.Jago ; think¬ 
ing, indeed, with reafon, that if they could reach that, they fhould be fafe: but the 
elephant followed nobody out of the garden, which was very fortunate ; for otherwife 
amongft fuch a number of people he had undoubtedly made a great flaughter, fince 
nobody by fwift running could have efcaped him; which I believe on horfeback is 
fcarcely to be done. 

We all flew out of the garden, as I have told you, through the fore-door, and the 
elephant took to the back-door; which, whether in his way, or whether it was too 
narrow for him to pafs, I cannot tell, but he flung the door, though a brick and half 
thick, a good diftance; which I had the good fortune to fee a good way off but 
could not obferve that to do that he very much exerted himfelf, but rather feemed 
only to touch it lightly. After which he did not pafs through the gap where the door 
had been, but forced through the garden-hedge, going very foftly by mount St. Jago 
towards the river, where he bathed himfelf in order to wafh off the blood with which 
he was befmeared, or to cool himfelf after the heat occafioned by fo much fliot. After 
having refreihed himfelf a little in the river, he came out and flood under fome trees 
where were fome of our water-tubs; where he alfo cooled himfelf, and broke them 
in pieces, as he did alfo a canoe which lay by them. Whilft the elephant flood here, 
the ihooting began to be renewed, till at lift he fell down; after which they imme- 
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dlately cut oft' his fnout, which was fo hard and tough that it coll; the Negroes thirty 
ftrokes before they could feparate it, which mull be very painful to the elephant, fmce 
it made him roar; which was the only noife I heard him make: after this he died 
under the mentioned tree; confirming the report of the Negroes, who tell us, that 
whenever an elephant finds his death approaching, if able, he always gets under a tree 
or into a wood. 

For the truth of which, though I will not be obliged to anfwer, it hath yet thrice 
happened at Ehnina : and at Gabon I found a dead elephant in a pleafant thicket j of 
which more hereafter. 

The elephant was no fooner dead, than the Negroes fell on him in crowds ; each 
cutting off as much as he could, fo that he furnilhed a great many as well Whites as 
Blacks with food enough for that day. 

He was not very large; his teeth not weighing above four and thirty pound. Thus 
we had the diversion to have a near view of an elephant, and to fee him partly exert 
his ftrength j and the pleafure had been much greater, if not allayed by the misfortune 
of the poor Negro, though it was his own fault. Hence we began to refled to 
what danger we had expofed ourfelves by venturing fo near the elephant; for had he 
but once grown furious, his rage would doubtlefs have coll feveral men’s lives, and per¬ 
haps we Ihould have fallen the firft, not being fo fwift of foot as the Negroes j befides, 
all making one way, we Ihould have been in the way, and obftruded one another’s 
flight. 

Upon this confideration we refolved never for the future to come fo near an elephant j 
to which I would not advife any man who hath the leaft tendernefs for his life. 

Whilft I am writing this, an accident that happened to me at Moure occurs to my 
memory j which obliges me to add what follows: — Going to my chamber at night in 
order to go to bed, I found an hideous great fpider againft the wall. On account of 
the ftrangenefs of the fpedlacle, I called my fub-fador, and both my affiftants to fee it. 
We found his body long, and his head fliarp, broader in the fore than hind-part, but 
not round as moft fort of fpiders are. His legs were as large as a man’s finger, ten in 
number, being hairy, and the thicknefs of a little finger. 

The Negroes call this fpider Ananfe, and believe that the firft men were made by 
that creature : and notwithftanding fome of them by converfation with the Europeans 
are better informed, there are yet a great number, that remain of that opinion; out 
of which folly they are not to be reafoned. This is the greateft piece of ignorance 
and llupidity that I have obferved the Negroes guilty of - 7 which I have once already 
hinted to you. 

Be pleafed, fir, to take this letter as a fupplement to the defcription of the Gold 
Coaft; on which fubjed you are to exped no more. And what refts is that you con¬ 
tinue always affined of, fir, yours, &c. 
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A DESCRIPTION OF TOE SLAVE-COAST. 

LETTER XVIII. — Which firjl treats briefly of the Country of Quahoe , -which is abun¬ 
dantly enriched •with Gold ; after that of the Kingdom of Ladingconr, and Country of 
Lampi, wbofe King and Subjects are fubmitted to the Obedience of Aquamboe: this 
Country affording very great Plenty of all Sorts of Cattle, — Of the Slave-trade there, 
— Agriculture and Fiffery .— A copious Defcription of Rio Volta .— The fmall Force 
of Lampi, or the Cotofe King ; and their continual Wars with thofe of Pope. — The 
Land is dry Sand , without Hills, and very barren. — Slave-trade there. — The In¬ 
habitants converflble and good-natured ; their Poverty ; they live chiefly by Robbery. — 
The Multitudes of Idols here. — A Defcription of Little Popo ; its Barrennefs ; of its 
Inhabitants, thofe which are banifhed Acra are good Soldiers t their War with thofe of 
Offra and Fida ; what paffed therein: they alfo live upon Spoil and Slave-trade ; their 
villanous Nature ; and fome Inflames of their Cheating: formerly a great Trade was 
driven at this Place. — Multitudes of Rats. — A Defcription of Great Popo, which 
was fubjebl to Fida, but is revolted from it; their Wars occafwned thereby, in which 
they were victorious ; Popo an Ifland; wants Proviflons; Slave-trade there; our 
Company formerly had a Lodge there ; Popo is accounted to be in the Country of Ardra ; 
where the Country of Fida begins ; the violent burning of the Sea before it, does a great 
deal of Mifchief ; fome Inflames of it ; the flrong Current before Fida flops the Ships ; 
pleafant Profpeh of the Entrance of that Country ; Extent of it; it is well cultivated 
and very fertile. — Defcription of Fida ; Nature of the Inhabitants ; their Civility as 
well to us as to one another ; their Compliments ; they are very laborious ; their Occu¬ 
pations ; Women*s Work; they eat and drink well; work for fmall Pl ages ; great 
Slave-trade there ; the Men marry many Wives, of which they are very jealous ; fevere 
Punifhment infliUed for lying with another Man’s Wife, especially the King’s, which 
mujl not be touched, and fome not permitted to be feen ; great Number of the King’s 
Wives, of which he fometimes fends away a good many, without his Number being 
diminifhed ; the Women not fond of being the King’s Wife ; the eldefi Son is foie Heir 
to bis Father’s EJlate as well as to his Father’s Wives*; the King married his own 
Daughter ; Multitude of Children here; thievijh Nature of the People here; fome 
Examples of it; their rich Cloathing ; red Colour prohibited to be worn by any not of 
the Royal Blood; convenient Habit of the Women ; all their Heads are fhorn ; great 
Offerings in time of Sicknefs ; they are extremely afraid of Death, which muft not be fo 
much as mentioned in Prefence of the King, or any of the chief Men ; an agreeable 
Adventure of the Author’s on that account; the Inhabitants of Fida make no Difline- 
tion of Time ; are natural Arithmeticians ; menflrueus Women utterly unclean ; their 
Circumciflon ; muftcal In/lruments ; they are great Gameflers. 

Sir, 

YOURS of the 25 th reached me in good time, and reading at the very firft your 
thanks, I flattered inyfelf that you were p leafed with the defcription of the Gold Coaft 
which I imparted to you; but going on I found myfelf miftaken, and that you would 
not be fo eafily fatisfied, but farther defire an account of thofe countries where our 
Company, and other nations, drive their flave-trade ; and that I might not want an 
employment, you add a fupplemental requeft, that I would lay the whole coaft of 
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Guinea before you. Well, my friend, was it not enough to fet me fuch a talk, but 
you mull alfo rally me, and acquaint me that idlenefs in this country is very prejudicial 
to my health ? which to prelerve, of confequence it is abfolutely neceflary to 'have 
fomething to do, as if I wanted employment befides this you have found me: if you 
think that any perfon of an aftive genius can want bufinefs here, I dare affure you that 
you will find yourfelf miftaken. kllenefs here, and I believe all the world over, is 
only the lot of thofe idiots which fcarce know either what they do, or wherefore they 
live : and to let you fee that I am none of thofe, I lhall anfwer your demand, by writ¬ 
ing you not only what I have myfelf obferved of thefe countries, but alfo whatever is 
confiderable in thofe places where 1 have never been, nor never defire to come, though 
I am not willing to be fecurity for the truth of all which I lhall fay ; but yet I dare 
aver, that the perfons from whom I have my informations are fo creditable, that I 
fliould freely rely on their words in things of much greater importance; and therefore 
believe that nothing prepofterous will be found in the relation. 

So as I have received my information, I lhall faithfully tranfmit it to you, without 
adding any thing of my own j but if their method difpleafe me, or difagree with what 
I have hitherto obferved, I lhall make bold to change it a little, and this is the utmoft 
alteration I iutend : and that you may know before-hand what countries they are which 
you will find defcribed, from the information of others, in the following recital, be 
pleafed to obferve, that the defcription of the country from Ardra, through the whole 
gulph of Guinea to Rio de Gabon, with the trafl: of land weft of the Gold Coaft, and 
from the Gold River to Cabo Monte, is not mine; but all the reft you may take for 
my own, no part of which is the refult of any thing but my own obfervation. 

This being, in my opinion, a fufficient advertifement, I lhall begin with a defcription 
of the remaining part of Guinea, through which I have travelled. 

Be pleafed to remember, that in my fifth letter I ended the whole Gold Coaft with 
the village of Ponni, though the gold is brought to us from the country a little lower, 
namely, out of Quahoe, which abounds with that metal, and is fituate beyond that 
tra£l of land; but by reafon of the fniall acquaintance I have with that country, as 
alfo becaufe its inhabitants go through Aquamboe to Acra, where they drive the 
greateft part of their trade, palling over this, I lhall confine myfelf to the fea-lide 
only, telling you withal the traft of land betwixt Ponni and Rio Volta is about thirteen 
miles long, being inhabited by the Negroes of Acra, Lampi, and Aquamboe. 

Thofe of Lampi have a King of their own, with the title of King of Ladingcour; 
though in reality he and his fubjefts (if they may be fo called) depend entirely on the 
King of Aquamboe, according to whofe will and pleafure he is obliged to regulate 
himfelf; for upon the leaft difguft, which he or his people give to thofe of Aquamboe, 
they are fo feverely punilhed that the remembrance of it remains for feveral years, 
which is yet ftyled a mild and merciful chaftifement; for whenever the King of Aquam¬ 
boe takes a fancy to it, he makes nothing of cutting them a foot fhorter, which punifh- 
ment they are forced to fubmit to without murmuring ; he having at leaft as defpotic 
a power over them as his own fubjeftp. 

The country hereabouts is indifferently populous and fertile, but extraordinarily ftored 
with cattle, as cows, hogs, fheep, befides chicken, &c. All which are here daily 
bought very cheap by the Blacks of the Gold Coaft, to tranjport to the Upper Coaft. 

The remaining trade of thefe people confifts in Haves, which are alfo bought up by 
the mentioned Negroes; but molt of them are tranfported hence by the Englilh, French 
and Portuguefe fhips. Sometimes the flave-trade here proves very advantageous, efpe- 
cially about the village Lay. 
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It fometimes happens that when the in-land countries are at peace, here are no Haves 
to be got; fo that the trade of this place is utterly uncertain, and it only ferves to touch 
at in our paflage this way, without depending on any thing from it. 

Befides trade, the inhabitants employ themfelves in agriculture and filhing; the firft 
of which proves reafonably profitable ; but the fifiiery, Specially that on the fea, turns 
to none, or at moll, but finall account; for the lhore here is very high and of very 
difficult accefs: wherefore it is fometimes unapproachable with finall canoes. But the 
want of fea-filh is here abundantly compenfated by the lakes or rivers, which are extra¬ 
ordinarily richly Hocked with filh. 

Rio Volta, probably fo called by the Portuguefe, by reafon of its rapid courfe and 
reflux, bounds this tratt of land. This is a fine wide river, difcharging its waters fo 
violently into the fea, that it is fometimes vifible three or' four miles from the lhore. 
How far this river extends its courfe in-land is to me unknown. The extraordinary 
rapid reflux into the fea, continually carries great numbers of trees along with it; 
which flicking fall: at the mouth of the river, occafion a very high burning of extraor¬ 
dinary violence, as well as lofty agitations of the waves : fo that this place is pafiable 
with canoes but twice in the year, and that is commonly betwixt April and November, 
the weather being then Hill upon the Coaft; which generally is juft before the rainy 
feafon, when confequently the reflux of the river is not fo fwift: but after the rains 
it is not poflible to perfuade a Negro to venture, though they are continually ufed to 
pafs in their boats along the lhore, which here, by reafon of the mentioned burnings, 
they cannot do. 

1 have four times paffed by this river on board of Ihipping, and each time fome of 
our people were fent aloft, that by difcerning the mouth of this river, they might fee 
whether we had pafled it or no; and they commonly called to us from aloft, that they 
faw its mouth, and that they were right before it, and at it, or a little way eaft or 
weft of it; which the mailers of the Ihips, through ignorance, and I, as well as they, 
firmly believed. * 

But in the year 1699, coming in a canoe from Fida, I caufed myfelf to be rowed 
as clofe to the lhore as poflible, and as the burnings would permit; but as curious and 
exa&.as we were in our obfervation, we could defcry no mouth, nor the leaft opening; 
but difcovered the truth of what one of my fervants (who had performed this journev 
by land), told me, that this river, at a finall diftance from the lhore, and throughout, 
is prodigioufly wide; but that weftward, it is thwarted by a whole traft of land, which 
leaves it but a finall opening or paflage ; and it is natural enough to believe, that by 
reafon of the widenefs within, and the violent reflux of this river, the ebb which 
✓ paffes this finall mouth mull be much ftronger than if this paflage were proportioned 
to the fize of the river: but enough' of this. 

. Mward of this river, the Cotofe country, by molt called the land of Lampi, be- 
ginneth. From this river to the village Coto or Verhou, is about fourteen Dutch 
miles; the village having formerly been the place of refidence of the King of Coto 
where I faw and fpoke with him in the year 1698. 

This kingdom is very inconfiderable in ftrength, which yet abates daily by its wars 
with Popo, that have continued for fome years fuccelfively; and they being pretty even 
in force, unlefs they make peace, their difpute is not like to be ended before one of 
them engages fome other country to their afliflance. But Aquamboe, who would keep 
them both on foot, takes care that neither be deftroyed, by fending afliflance of forces 
to the weakeft fide. 0 
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"When Aquamboe was governed by two chiefs, as I have formerly told you, thofe 
of Popo had a ftrong fupporter of the old, as they of Goto of the young King ; thus 
•each fide was continually fumifhed with Aquamboean props. 

But how it will go with them when the old King is dead, time will inform us. 
Thofe of X.ittle Popo, in 1700, watched their opportunity, and, furprizing thofe of 
Goto, fell upon them and obliged them to quit their country; but I doubt not but 
thofe of Aquamboe will Coon reiuftate them, and clap a bridle into the mouth of the 
Popoeans. 

The land of Goto is of a diredt contrary fort of nature to that of the Gold Coaft; 
for as the latter is full of hills, fo the former hath not one : but the foil is very flat, 
fandy, dry, barren, and void of all trees, except the palm or wild-cocoa ; of which it 
produceth a great number. This land is tolerably provided with cattle, at leait as 
many as are fufficient to fupply its inhabitants. 

River-filh is not wanting here, but they can get none out of the fea, by reafon of 
the violent burnings which extends from this place to Ardra, and farther along the 
whole Coaft. 

Their trade is that of flaves ; of which they are able fometimes to deliver a good 
number, but yet not fo many as to lade a fhip. 

I found the inhabitants here very good-natured and civil. I received feveral civilities 
from them, el'peeially from the King : when 1 told him, that after having accompliflied 
my merchandize at Fida, I deugned to return by land; he offered to come himfelf 
with his whole force to receive me on the borders of his territories, and to conduct me 
beyond Rio Volta in order to iecure me from any mifchief from the ftroiling robbers. 
I thankfully accepted this kind offer, and I fltould certainly have made ufe of it, had 
not thofe of Little Popo (who had alfo promifed to conduO me through the extent of 
their landj caufed me to be difl'uaded from it by their ambafladors, under pretence they 
were afraid I might be fet on by the robbers before they catne to me. 

This difluafive was very faint, and the faid ambafladors under-hand encouraged me to 
this land-tour, urging it as their private advice, which naturally difcovered their villany: 
which was that they defigned to inurther me on my journey, and confequemly have 
ftolen all my goods; beiides which, they would yet have cleared themfelves by urging 
that they advifed me againff going that way. 

I was on this account frightened from undertaking my intended tour j by which I 
fliould otherwife have difcovered fome particulars worthy your curiofity. 

But to return to the inhabitants of Goto ; in politics, religion, and economics, they 
very nearly refemble thofe on the Gold Coaft, except that I found here a vaft quantity 
of idol gods. Their language is moftly that of Acra, with a very fmall alteration. By 
reafon their trade is fmall, they are very poor; very few of them being rich. Their 
moft advantageous trade is taking a journey in-land and Healing men, which they fell 
to the Europeans, that come here with their fhips. This is the bell part of their fub- 
fiftence, and indeed all I have to fay of them. 

From Goto "to Little Popo is about ten miles ; the country being as the former, flat 
land, without either hills or trees, and extraordinarily fandy, even to luch a degree 
that all victuals there drelfed are continually full of fand, and not edible j of which I 
was very fenfible during iny three days continuance there: for the King richly 
enough provided me with victuals; but for the mentioned reafon I could not eat, but 
was forced, to fetch provifions from on board our fliip to keep myfelf alive. 

This vail quantity of fand, with which the whole land is covered, renders it fo barren, 
that the inhabitants are forced to be victualled by thofe of Fida, or at leait for the 
molt part. 1 
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The inhabitants here are the remains of the kingdom of A era behind our fort there; 
from whence they were formerly driven by the King of Aquamboe, Thofe who efcaped 
fettled here, where they may remain long enough ; for it is not probable that they will 
ever return to the poffefiion of their country. 

I have already mentioned their wars with thofe of Coto. They are not very populous; 
but on the other hand are very warlike. Not many years fince they had a brave 
foldier for their King, whofe name was Aforri, brother to the prefent King. This 
prince, on account of his valour, was very much feared and refpetted; but his greateft 
flock of'fame redounded to him when the Phidalgo of Offra rebelled againft the King 
of Great Ardra, his lord and mailer, whofe yoke he Ihook off, and befides killed our 
chief fadtor Holwerf. 

To revenge thefe accuiriulated crimes, the King of Ardra perfuaded King Aforri 
to come againll him with all his force ; which he did, and made fuch fhort work with 
thofe of Offra, that he conquered as foon as faw them; wafted their country, and 
delivered the offender into his fovereign’s hands : but not content with this vidtory, 
and pulhed on by the King of Ardra, he marched againft the people of Fida, and 
encamped in their country; but wanting powder, he delayed attacking the Fidafians, 
in expectation of having it fent him according to the King of Ardra’s promife; which 
he did not fail to do in large quantity under a good convoy : but the Fidafians, getting 
intelligence of it, fell upon the convoy with a very ftrong party, defeated it, and feized 
all the powder; which Aforri being informed of, and finding himfelf, for want of 
ammunition, not able to ftand againft his enemies, made a fpeedy as well as very fea- 
fonable retreat; for the Fidafians intended to have fallen on him with their whole 
force the next day, when he and all his army would probably have been very roughly 
treated. 

His enemies, informed of his flight, were not in the leaft inclined to purfue him; 
but on the contrary did not a little rejoice to find themfelves rid of fuch a dangerous 
enemy. 

Aforri being returned into his own territories, was-acquainted that his neighbours of 
Coto were ready to have aflifted Fida, if he had ftaid any longer in their country; 
which he fo highly refented, that with utmoft animofity he took the field againft them, 
and defiring nothing more than to come to a clofe engagement with them, he attacked 
them, though ftronger than himfelf, but they received him fo warmly, that they had 
quickly killed a great part of his army: upon this, furioufly enraged and defperate, 
and carelefs of himfelf, he flew amongft the thickeft of the enemy, where he was fo 
fur rounded that it was impoflible for him to return ; upon which, with feveral of his 
men, after a valiant refiftance, he was left dead upon the fpot. 

The prefent King, though more peaceable and mild, yet prudently revenged his 
brother’s death on the Cotofians, always attacking them in their weakeft condition 3 
which meafures he purfued fo long as to drive them out of their country. 

The inhabitants of Popo, as well as thofe of Coto, depend on plunder and the flave* 
trade ; in both of which they very much exceed the latter; for being endowed with a 
much larger ihare of courage, they rob more fuccefsfully, and confequently by that 
mea s mcreafe their trade : not with Handing all which, to freight a fhip with Haves, re* 
quires fome months attendance. 

In the year «697, in three days time I could get but three fiaves j but they affured 
me that if I would have patience for other three days only, they Ihould be able to 
deliver me one or two hundred. I leemed to approve their propofal, hut went on 
board under pretence of fetching fome goods afhore which they defired, and imme- 
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diately weighed anchor and fet fail for Fida; where I was informed that their incur- 
fions fucceeded fo well, that they returned with above two hundred Haves ; which, for 
want of other Ihips, they were obliged to fell to the Portuguefe. 

This nation is more than ordinary fraudulent and thievifh. It is their common 
practice to affure the merchant or factor that they have a flock of Haves, only to draw 
him on fliore ; which having done they never part with him without having fleeced him, 
and befides detained him feveral months. 

The Portuguefe are cheated by them more than any nation ; nofwithftanding which 
they cannot avoid trading with them ’by reafon they are loaded with fuch forry goods, 
that they can fcarcely get Haves any where elfe. 

In 1698, I found a Danifli fhip there, which was obliged to wait a longer time to 
deal for five hundred flaves, than I fpent in trading for two thoufand at Fida : during 
which time they met with fuch ample proofs of their villanous nature, that I do not 
believe any of that nation will venture thither again. 

A year or two before this, they dealt in the fame manner with an Englilh fhip, and 
befides cheated him of fome of his goods; but he coming thither again in my time, 
recovered his damages in the following manner : —As foon as he had dropt anchor 
before Popo, fome'of the great men, amongfl whom was the King’s fon, came on 
board him ; all which he clapped in the Bilboas: from whence he did not difcharge 
them till he was firfl re-imburfed and had obliged them to pay a fum befides. 

In the reign of this King’s brother, this nation was more eafily dealt with, for when 
he had done his bufinefs, he would not fuffer his fubjefts to impofe on the Europeans. 
In his time, one of our Company’s Ihips, in eleven days, dealt for above five hundred 
flaves, but that is not what is likely to happen again; for that nation is at prefent 
fo fraudulent, that undeniably every perfon that deals with them mult be more or lefs 
cheated. 

It is perfectly unneceffary to touch any further on the nature and cuftoms of thefe 
people, fince being originally inhabitants of Acra, in religion and government they 
do not much differ from their country-men. 

During my flay here, I found fuch an incredible number of rats, that I thought 
myfelf bound in charity to advertife the inhabitants to be upon their guard and deftroy 
thofe vermin, left increafing upon them they fhould in time drive them out of their 
country. 

Four miles eaftward from hence is the kingdom of Great Popo, whofe King was 
firft in fubje&ion to Fida, but the prefent King being fet upon the throne by the pre¬ 
fent King of Fida, in the room of his brother whom he had baniflied, in reward of 
the favours of the Fidafian monarch, he hath withdrawn his allegiance, and thrown 
off that yoke; at which the Fidafian was fo much enraged, that he raifed a great army, 
which he fent againft Popo, together with the affiftance and ammunition which he 
received from fome French Ihips that then lay before Fida, defigning nothing lefs than 
to extirpate them, which he was alfo encouraged to hope, becaufe the French Ihips 
likewife failed to fall upon that country by fea: but Popo being an ifland fituate in the 
midft of the river, both the French and Fidafians were forced to make ufe of floats to 
come at them ; and that nation had put itfelf in fuch a pofture of defence, that it not 
only received its enemies warmly, but after bleeding them, put them to flight, without 
the lofs of one man on their fide ; for they fired very brilkly out of their houfes, and 
unperceived of their enemies, by which means they killed a great number of French 
anti Fidafians, and fo difordered their forces, that throwing down their arms, they run 
over one another to make their efcape j and if the Popoeans had followed their vic- 
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tory, in ail probability not one Frenchman would have efcapcd alive, they not being To 
fwift as the Negroes. 

Since this fo unfuc'ceisful enterprife, the King of Fida hath not ventured on any frefli 
attempts with his own forces, but hath been endeavouring even to this prefent time to 
hire other nations to engage in the quarrel ; but though it hath already coil: him large 
fums, yet the only iuccefs he has met with is to be cheated on all fides; wherefore, 
much againit his will, he is obliged to fuffer the King of Popo in quiet poffeifion of 
his ifland. 

The inhabitants of Popo have fcarcely any dwelling places, befides the King’s village, 
which, as I have told you, is an ifland, and that fo thinly peopled, and fo infefted by 
the Fidafians, that they cannot cultivate their land quietly; wherefore they very fre¬ 
quently want provifions, and would be ftarved, if they were not furniihed with edibles 
from even the Fidafians, their greateft enemies, who continually run the rilk of 
capital punilhments, by reafon of the profit they find to accrue by victualling the 
Popoeans. 

The natives of Great Popo trade alfo in flaves, which, if no fliips come thither, 
they fell to thofe of Little Popo $ but their greateft gain is by the fifli, which they 
catch in their river, and trade with abroad. 

Some years paft we had a houfe or lodge here, but by reafon of the declenfion of 
trade, fmce the enmity betwixt Fida and Popo, after the death of our factor we left it 
and fmce that time we have not traded with them. 

This Popo is the firft place which can properly be reckoned to be in the country of 
Ardra: the Ardrafian language, with very fmall alterations, is here fpoken. The 
government alfo is here upon the fame foot, of which more in the defcription of Fida, 
where I fhall give you a fketch of it. 

Juft eaftwards of Popo, the country of Fida takes its beginning, and four or five 
miles lower is the road and port. This port is fo incommodious and dangerous, by 
reafon of the horrible burnings in the fea, that we cannot land here without running a 
great rilk; but in April, May, June, and' July, the fea burns fo violently, that, ac¬ 
cording to the proverb, he ought to have two lives who ventures. 

About this feafon, difinal accidents are very frequent here, great quantities of goods 
are loft, and many men drowned; for the fea-burning is fo violent, and rolls fo that 
a canoe full of people is over-turned, and the canoe fluttered into fplimers’ \ n a 
minute, by which means ail that are in it are in danger to be loft, except the rowers 
who, through their fkill in fwlinming, may perhaps fave themfelves. This over! 
turning of canoes happens every day- 

When I was here, in the year 1698, befides flaves, there were five men loft here • 
viz. a Portuguefe captain, a clerk, and three Englilh failors, befides two captains 
which were brought a-fliore for dead, and lived but a very little while after. " ^ 

This port hath colt me, or rather the Company, at feveral times, above two hun¬ 
dred pounds, and doubtlefs it mutt have been more expenfive to the Engtilh and others 
who have not fo good rowers- 7 

At this time of the year we are troubled with another inconvenience, which is a 
ftrong eaftern tide, which no boat or fhallop can item by rowing, but ’thofe in the 
boats are obliged to fet them along by flicking their pole in the ground : fo that what 
by one inconvenience or another we are detained here twice as lonn- as is neceflary to 
our flave-trade; but when our fatigue is over, and we are got on^fhore, we feem to 
have palled from hell to heaven, for having efcaped the apparent dangers of the fea 
aud dilcerning fuch beautiful meadow-ground about half a mile off, we cannot help 
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being over-joyed on the account not only of our delivery, but liketvife of the future 
pleasures this country promifes. 

For three feveral times I have lived here about three months, not that my merchan¬ 
dizing required fo long time; for reckoning one fiiip with another, I could dil'patch 
each of them in lefs than a month; and which is yet more, I have laden three in four¬ 
teen days ; but what obliged me to ftay was waiting for a yacht to carry me off, and 
preparing for my voyage. 

During my ftay here, I ufed all poffible means to difcover the length and breadth of 
this kingdom, but could never obtain a farther fatisfactory account than that its extent 
along the fea-fhore is about nine or ten miles; and in the middle, it reaches fix or 
fever, miles in-land; after which it extends like two arms, and in feme places is ten or 
twelve miles broad, and in others much narrower; fo that it is impoflible for me to 
oblige you with an exafl account of its breadth, but I hope we fhall not quarrel. 

It is," however, unqueftionably certain, that this country is fo very populous, that in 
one village alone, as the King’s, or any of his viceroy’s villages, for inftance, there 
are as many people as in a common kingdom on the Gold Coaft; and this land is well 
furnifhed with thefe large villages, befides innumerable fmall ones, which are obferv- 
able throughout the whole country, fome not above a mufquet-lhot from each other, 
for thofe who live out of the great villages or towns build and fettle where they pleafe ; 
fo that each family builds a finall village, which increafes as that multiplies. The great 
number of thefe villages, compofed of houfes which are round at the top, and en- 
compafl'ed with mud walls or hedges, together with the great numbers of all forts of 
beautiful and lofty-trees, which feem defignedly planted in exa£t order, afford the moft 
beautiful profpedt in the world; to render which the more charming and perfectly 
agreeable, not fo much as one mountain or hillock interpofeth to interrupt the view ; 
but the whole is a fort of infenfibly riling ground-, which is not difcovered till you 
have gone forwards an hour or two, when, turning back, your eyes are regaled with 
a profpedt of the moft charming place that imagination can reprefent; nor can I be¬ 
lieve that any country in the world can fhevv the like. Befides which, this land is 
covered with a beautiful verdure, compofed either of grafs or trees, and plentifully 
provided with three forts of corn, beans, potatoes, and other fruits, which grow fo 
clofely to each other, that in fome places a foot-path is the only ground that is not 
covered with them; for the Negroes - of this country are fo covetous, that no place 
which is thought fertile can cfcape planting, though even within the hedges which 
enclofe their villages and dwelling-places: and they are fo very greedy in this particular, 
that the very next day after they have reaped they are fore to fow again, without 
allowing the land any time for reft. 

The charms of this country have fo for tranfported me, that I have infenfibly paffed 
through it; but fince on account of its excellence (comparatively taken and confidered 
as on this Coaft), it deferves a very particular defcription ; I therefore defign to divide 
it into three heads, viz. firft, I fhall treat of the nature and manners of the inhabitants ; 
fecondiy, of their religion and government; and, thirdly, of the cattle and fruits of this 
country. 

As the firft will take up the remainder of this letter, fo the other two fhall be treated 
of each in a letter apart. But I defire you not to be tired if they all, but more efpe- 
ciallv this, happen to be fomewhat long; I fhall not grudge my pains in writing it; 
and if yon put too great a value on the time to read it, the remedy is eafy ; you may 
tear off what you will, and not wafte fo much time on it as to pcrule it. 

But 
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But as to my firft particular, I muft needs fay, that the inhabitants of Fida far ex¬ 
ceed all other Negroes (that I have had the opportunity of converfing with) both in 
good and bad qualities} as the following lines, if worthy your reading, will inform 

you : — * 

I mull own, that, from the higheft to the loweft, they treat us in the moll civil, 
obliging, and engaging manner in the world; and as all Negroes continually teaze 
us for prefents, thefe, on the contrary, never defire beyond a morning draught, and 
had rather give than receive. When we trade with them, they are very well pleafed 
that we acknowledge the fervices they have done us; but th'ey are incorrigibly fond of 
their ancient culloms, but this is fo reafonable that no perfon can deny them that 
privilege. 

They are fo civil to each other, and the inferior fo refpeflful to the fuperior, that at 
firft I was very much furprifed at it; for if any of them goes to vilit his fuperior, or 
meets him by chance, he immediately falls on his knees, and thrice fuccelfively kifles 
the earth, claps his hands, wilhes his fuperior a good day or good night, and congra¬ 
tulates him; which the other, either fitting or Handing, or vyhatever pollure he is 
found in, barely anfwers, with foftly clapping his hands, and wifhing the other a good 
day; and if he is extraordinarily civil, he faith, it is enough. All which time the 
former remains fitting or prollrate on the earth, till the other departs, unlefs his affairs 
call him away ; when, after begging leave, he retires, creeping on the ground; for 
it would be thought a great crime to lit upon a chair or bench in prefence of his 
fuperior. 

The like deference is paid by the younger to the elder brother, the children to the 
father, and the wives to their hulbands; none of which will deliver or receive any 
thing to or from his or her fuperior, brother, father, or hulband, otherwife than upon 
the knee, and with both hands together, which is a fign of yet greater fubjeftion; and 
if they fpeak to any of the faid perfons, their hand is always clapped before their 
mouth, that their breath may not offend the other. 

When two perfons of equal condition meet each other, they fall both down on their 
knees together, clap hands, and mutually falute, by wifliing each other a good day; 
which ceremonies are alio nicely obferved by their followers and dependants on each 
fide, which looks very agreeable. 

If a principal perfon happen to fneeze, all tbofe in their prefence fall upon their 
knees; and after having kiffed the earth, and clapped their hands, wilh him all hap- 
pinefs and profperity. 

When a perfon is prefented with any thing by his fuperior, having received it, he 
claps it in his hands, and after killing the earth, very fubmiffively returns thanks. In 
Ihort, the inferior here Ihews as much refpeft to the fuperior, as I believe is prailifed 
in any place of the ivorld; which is very different from the Negroes on the Gold Coaft, 
who live together without any diftindtion, like brute beafts: nor do they differ lefs 
from the mentioned Negroes in indullry, for whereas the Gold Coaft Negroes indulge 
themfelves in idlenefs as their favourite vice; here, on the contrary, men as well as 
women are fo vigoroufly induftrious and laborious, that they never defift till they have 
finifhed their undertakings; and are continually endeavouring after work, in order to 
get money. 

Befides agriculture, from which the King and a few great men are only exempted, 
their manufactures are fpinning of cotton, weaving of fine cloaths, making of cala- 
baffes, wooden veffels, Affagayes and fmithVware, and feveral other handicrafts, which 


BOSMAN*S GUINEA. 


479 


are in greater perfection here than on the Gold Coaft; befides which, they alfo have 
Tome which the other have no knowledge of. 

Whilft the men are fo diligently employed, die women are not idle; they brew, or 
rather boil beer, and drefs victuals, which they carry to market to fell, together with 
their hulband’s merchandize; fo that both men and women here are employed in 
getting of money, and each zealoufly Itrives to out-do the other. Hence it is that 
they live very fplendidly, and not as the Blacks on the Gold Coaft, who dare not 
think of a good morfel when it is dear; for thefe on the other fide, as well the 
higher as lower fort, eat of the beft that is to be gotten, as long as they have any 
thing to fupport it; and when that fails, they are upon the hunt to get more ; but to 
alk them to work with an empty belly, would be to knock at a deaf-man’s door ; on 
which account I think no man can blame them, fince it is but reafonable that they 
fiiould, before they begin, be fenfible for what they take pains. 

They work for l'mall wages, and the fervice which the meaner fort do us confifts in 
carrying our goods from the fhore to the King’s village, where our houfe is. This 
being about three miles, for every burthen of goods we commonly pay from eight to 
twelve pence, in proportion to the weight of it,; the price of each burthen being 
exaftly adjufted. From hence you may colled, that the men work very cheaply here; 
but they play an after-game, of which I fliall hereafter inform yon. 

With a burthen of one hundred pounds on their head, they run a fort of continual 
trot, which is fo fwift, that we Hollanders cannot keep up with them without difficulty, 
though not loaded with an ounce weight. 

Thofe who are very rich here, befides hulbandry, in which their wives and Haves 
are employed under them, drive a very confiderable trade, not only in Haves, but all 
other fort of commodities. 

They arefo diligent in the Have-trade, that they are able to deliver one thoufand Haves 
every month, if there are no ffiips at Jakin, which is fubordinate to Great Ardra, and 
fituate but three miles below Fida, which makes a very con fid erable alteration; for the 
King of Great Ardra, through whofe territories mod of the Haves are obliged to pafs, 
when the ffiips are there, to favour his own fubjefis, very commonly ffiuts up all the 
pafies to Fida by a very ftrict prohibition; upon which his fubjeds are obliged to deal 
by Health with thofe of Fida (againft whofe King he is an irreconcileable enemy), which 
yet they continually do, feeming not much -concerned at their Kings’ difputes. Not- 
withftanding which, trade doth not flourilh fo well as when the King of Ardra leaves 
commerce open betwixt his fubjeQs and thefe of Fida. 

The remaining cuftoms and manners of the natives of Fida, not affeaing their reli¬ 
gious vvorfliip, are very like thofe on the Gold Coaft, excepting only, as I have already 
hinted, that thefe exceed the other in all particulars of living ; for whereas the former 
content themfelves with one, two, three, and the moll considerable men,. with eight, 
ten or twenty wives; they have here forty or fifty, and their chief captains three or 
four hundred, feme one thoufand, and the King betwixt four and five thoufand. 

Molt of thefe wives ferve to till the ground, for their hulbands only; but the molt 
beautiful itay at home, where they are not yet excufed from working; befides which 
they are obliged to ferve and wait on their hulband. No rich Negro will fuffer any man 
to enter the houles where his wives refide. 

The men here are fo ftrangely jealous of their wives, that 0(t the lead fufpicion in 
the world, they fell them to the Europeans ; being in this particular very different from 
the Negroes of the Gold Coaft, who make no manner of fcruple of driving a public 
trade with their wives’ body. 
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The cuftom of this country is vaftly different from that; for if any perfonhere pre¬ 
fume to debauch another’s wife, if the injured perfon is a rich man, the offender mull 
not only die, but fuch a crime is, befides that, i'ufficient to plunge his whole family 
into flavery. 

If any perfon happen barely to touch any part of the body of one 'of the Jung’s wives, 
defignedly, or by the moft unforefeen accident in the world, his head, or at Ieaft his 
liberty, is thereby forfeited: he being, for a punifhment of his innocent crime, doomed 
to perpetual flavery. Wherefore all thofe whofe bufmefs lies near the King’s houfes, 
call out aloud that his wives may be informed there is a man thereabouts. 

For the fame reafon the King (as I have before hinted) is ferved by his wives In his 
houfe, not permitting any man to enter the walls thereof, unlefs to repair it, or do 
what the women cannot, upon which occafion the women are obliged to retire to 
another part of it. 

When the workmen are tiling or repairing the King’s houfe, they continually call 
out, that the King’s wives may, during that time, keep within; for if they fhould hap¬ 
pen to fee them only, it would be imputed to them as a crime. 

So when the King’s wives go to the field to work, as they do daily by hundreds, 
they are certain, whenever they meet a man, to cry out, :t Stand clear;’’ after which 
he either immediately falls on his knees or flat on the ground, and waits their palling 
by him, without prefuming fo much as to look at them. 

On account of the Ieaft difgull or trifle, the King fometimes fells eighteen or twenty 
of his wives, which doth not at all leffen their number, for three of his principal cap¬ 
tains, to whom the government of the feraglio is entrufted, daily fupply their places 
with frefli ladies j for whenever they fee a beautiful virgin, they immediately prefent 
her to the King, which none of his fubjefts dare prefume to refufe or contradict. 

When a ladyr is prefented to the King that happens to pleafe him, he does her the 
honour to lie with her twice or thrice; after which the is obliged to pafs the remainder 
of her life like a nun : for which reafon, the women are fo far from being greedy of the 
honour of being the King’s wives, that fome of them prefer a lpeedy death to fuch a 
jniferable life. 

About two years paft thefe captains endeavoured to bring him a beautiful young maid ; 
but flie not being very fond of a nun’s life, fled from them, and they purfuing her, fhe 
defpairing threw herfelf into a deep well, in which flie was ftifled. I leave her cafe to 
be determined by the ladies. 

_ Upon the father’s death, the eldeft fon inherits not only all his goods and cattle, hut 
his wives ; which he immediately holds and enjoyeth as his own, excepting his own 
mother ; for whom he provides a feparate apartment, and fuflicient fubfiltance, in cafe 
fhe cannot live without it. This cuftom obtains not only with the King and captains, 
but alfo amongft the commonalty. 

This prefent King married two of his own daughters : but they dying quickly after, 
and his brutal pleafures being of a Ihort duration, he imagines that the gods that way 
punifiied him for his crime; which hath drawn from him an oath never to repeat it for 
the future. To prevent temptation, in my time he married his only daughter to the 
Englifh Company’s factor here j and once talking very freely with him, I, in a jefting 
manner, impofed a fort of fine upon him for not having made me the firft offer of her! 
He willingly paid his fine, adding withal, that though his daughter was married, flie 
was yet at my fervice, if I defired her, fince one word was fuflicient to call her home. 
What think you, fir, are not this King’s daughters very cheap ? But die mifehief 
5 is. 
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is, that marrying a King’s daughter in this country is not very advantageous, otherwife 
I had not failed long fince to be happy that way. 

From fuch a multitude of wives, a great number of children may reafonably be 
expected. You may eafily believe this when 1 aver to you, I have l’een men that were 
fathers of above two hundred children ; but, however, to put it out of doubt, not 
only myfelf, but feveral others who have enquired into it, are afcertained of the truth 
of it in two inftances ; the firft of which is one of the King’s captains, that ferved us 
feveral years as an interpreter, whofe name is Agoei. 

I once afked him in prefence of one of our captains and my afliftant, how many 
children he had, having always obferved a good number with him; to which he, 
fighing, anfwered, that he had been fo very unhappy in that particular, as not to have 
many, and that he could not pretend to above feventy ; 1 alked him whether he had 
not had more that were dead ; he told me yes, about as many as were at prefent alive. 
And yet this man thought that both thefe numbers, making together one hundred and 
forty,' were but a very fmall number ; from whence you may guefs what number is 
fufficient to make a man rich, or welUltocked with children. 

The King, who was prefent at this converfation, allured me that one of his viceroys, 
a flirted by his fons and grandfons with their Haves, had repulfed a powerful enemy 
which came againft him. That this viceroy, with his fons and grandfons, could make 
out the number of two thoufand, not reckoning daughters or any that were dead, 
judge then, fir, whether, if a new world were difcovered, thefe men would not be fit 
to people it. 

If what I have told you is true, as I do not in the leaft doubt but it is, being con¬ 
firmed by the King’s affeveration in the prefence of all his principal men; and this whole 
country is fo prolific, it is not very furprifing that it is fo populous, or annually fells 
fo many Haves. 

Having detained you long enough on the head of the marriages of the Fidafians, let 
us now take a view of their dealing with, or keeping the goods of others. To this pur- 
pofe is what the King faid to me the firft time I came to Fida; His Majelly’s advice 
and character of his fiibjefts ran thus: — “ That his fubjeCts were not like thofe of 
Ardra and other neighbouring countries j which upon the leaft umbrage received from 
the Europeans would poifon them. This is,” continues he, “ what you have no rea- 
fon to fear here 5 but I advife you to take particular care of your goods, for my people 
feem to be born expert thieves, and will rob you of no more than they can come at.” 

1 was entirely fatisfied with this frank declaration of the King’s, refolving to be fo care¬ 
ful that their pilfering nature fliould not much redound to iny damage; but 1 reckoned 
without my hoft, for I afterwards found that they were the greateit and moft cunning 

thieves in the world. ... 1 

Except three or four of the moft confiderable men, all this nation, high and low, 
rich and -poor, are tainted with this vice. In fliort, not to exclude any body in the 
whole country, as I have before hinted, they are fuch expert thieves, that they obliged 
a French merchant to fay of them, that they underftood the art of thievery better than 
the cut-puries and pick-pockets of Paris. Would you know what extorted this character 
of that nation from him - r it was, that being ready to depart, he had packed up all his 
(roods in his pack-houl'e, to which he had alfo added a great number of chickens, de- 
ligiied for his voyage, refolving to ihip off all the next day ; but he was excufed that 
trouble, for when he came to his warehoufe next morning, he found neither goods nor 
fowl though the warehoufe was firm and dole, and well locked, fo that he could not 
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imagine which way the thievery had been a died j though I afterwards difcovered the 
trick at my coll. 

The Negroes of the Gold Coaft are very thievifh, but are not to be compared with 
thefe. 1 never faw a fhip here of what nation foever, that they have not robbed of 
goods to a confiderable value; for, as 1 have already told you, it being three miles 
from the King's village to the fliore, all which way we are neceflitated to make ule of 
thefe villains to carry our goods, they are hereby fumiflxed with the bell opportunity- 
in the world to play their part; of which there is no hindering them: though inftead 
of Argus you had a watchman with a thoufand eyes, they would yet deceive him ; and 
if we happen to catch them and reprehend them for it, they have aflurance enough to 
afk us, whether we can imagine that they would work fo hard as they do, for fuch 
fmall wages, without the liberty of ftealing. 

In my time the Englilh fewed up their fmall barrels of Boefies (the money of this 
country) in facks, thinking thereby to have fecured them from the pilfering fingers of 
the Negroes; but they were miftaken ; for as they were carrying them, on the way, 
they cut the facks of the barrels, and dug out their Boefies at the chinks of the barrel 
with an iron chiflel. They are acquainted with an hundred feyeral ways of ftealing, 
which would be too long to recite here. I lhall only add that no perfon can provide 
againft them; and if we complain to the King, we cannot expe£t any juftice, much 
lefs retribution. For though the King gives order to have the guilty fearched after and 
punilhed, yet no perfon dare inform, for fear of the King’s eldeft fon, who commonly 
fhares with, and confequently protects thefe villains. 

And if we fliould prefume to think, that when our goods are in the warehoufes, 
they are then in a fafe harbour, we fliould find ourfelves grofsly miftaken : at firft I 
was of that opinion, but having had ftolen from me, in one night’s time, above the value 
of fixty pounds fterling in goo'ds, I changed my opinion, believing that the only way 
to be free from their thievery, was to leave them and their country. I then found the 
locks of my warehoufe entire, and had very fafely kept the key ; fo that at firft I could 
not imagine which way the thievery was committed, but afterwards I difcovered the 
villany: I obferved that in the garret, which was thatched with reed and day or mud, 
to prevent firing, they had made a hole, and afiifted by a pole with a hook at the end 
of it, had drawn out my goods. 

But they had made fuch a large hole in the Frenchman’s warehoufe, that a man 
might pafs through it. In fliort, go how it will, they are fure to (teal fometliing; but 
having faid enough on this fubjett, it is time to think of fomething elfej and before we 
fpeak of their government and religion, we lhall give fome fliort hints on other fubjefts. 

The Negroes here are more richly cloathed than thole of the Gold Coaft, except in 
gold and filver, which they have not here, nor are they acquainted with its worth. 
They wear five or fix cloaths, all of different forts, one above the other, the uppermoft 
of which is eight or nine yards long, which they wrap very decently about their body. 
None are permitted to wear red except thofe of the royal family only. 

The women alfo wear a multitude of cloaths or panes, heaped one over another, each 
of which is % not above a yard and half a quarter long, or a yard and a half long, of 
which they buckle their two ends on their bellies. Thefe cloaths very clofely cover 
the pofteriors, but fit very loofe before, inforauch that if the wind blows a little frelh, 
what modefty obliges to cover is frequently expofed. 

The Negroes tell us that this falhion was the women’s invention, and grounded on a 
convenience which they found in it, as doubtlefs every mode is fome way or other 
ufeful. 
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It is odd enough to obferve that all men* women and children go with their heads 
clofely fhorn by a razor, and that without any covering in rain, wind, the fcorching fun, 
or be the weather how it will: and if it is certainly true that going with the head naked 
renders it very hard, I dare aver that the Negroes nUift be very hard-headed, fince 
they are always bare in that part; and hence it is, as well as from their beards being 
clofely Ihorn, that the old men feem younger than they really are- 

If the Negroes on the Gold Coaft, when feized by ficknefs, are very diligent in the 
ufe of medicines, and numerous offerings for the recovery of their health ; the Negroes 
here exceed them, efpecially in the laft, which is the employment of feveral whole days. 

The medicinal remedies are the fame with thofe on the Gold Coaft, but the offerings 
are very different: here each perfon referves a place under the open air, which is fet 
apart for that purpofe, and hedged about with reeds and other traftu In this confecrated 
place they continually faerifice in order to obtain health and profperity. 

They are fb very fearful of death, that they very unwillingly hear it mentioned, for 
fear that alone ftiould haften their end. No Negro in the whole country dare prefume 
to fpeak of death in prefence of the King or any great man, on penalty of undergoing 
it as a punilhiment himfelf. 

The firft voyage I made hither, being upon my departure, I aiked the lung (who 
owed me about one hundred pounds fterling), who fliould pay me in cafe of his death 
at my return ; all thofe prefent were perfectly amazed at this queftion ; but the King, 
who underftood a little Portuguefe, taking me right, and finding that I was ignorant 
of their cuftoms, fmilingly anfwered, that l ought not to trouble myfelf about that, for 
he fhould not die, but always live. I foon perceived that I had been guilty of feme 
folecifm in their manners, wherefore I took my leave and retired to my apartment; but 
withal a Iking the captains which followed me the reafon of their aftonUhment. They 
replied, that no perfon, on pain of death, dared prefume to fpeak of death itfelf fo pub¬ 
licly in the King’s prefence, much lefs talk of his own dying. I was then filent; but 
in my fecond and third voyage, growing more familiar with the King, and his before- 
mentioned great men, I have frequently ridiculed their vain fear of death ; and 
accuftomed them to it, fo that in time they began to laugh at it themfelves, efpecially 
the King (who is a very jolly fellow) when I frighted any of his captains with death; 
but no Negro will venture to open his lips on that fubjedh 

The Negroes live in a manner by guefs, making no manner of diftinftion of times. 
They have no feftivals, nor divifions of hours, days, weeks, months or years, but 
reckon their fowing time by moon-fhines, and very well know that every three days 
there is a great market. 

They are fo accurately quick in their merchandize accompts, that they eafily reckon 
as juftly and as quick in their heads alone, as we with the afliftance of pen and ink, 
though the fum amounts to feveral thoufands; which makes it very eafy to trade with 
them, and not half fo troublefome as to deal with other and much duller Negroes. 

I beg you would not be furprifed that I jumble my matter confufedly together, for 
not allowing myfelf time to digeft it; fo I defire you would pleafe to take it in good 
part, let it fall how it will: but if you defire what I write to be thrown into an accu¬ 
rate method, after you have received it, you have it in your own hands and power. 
But for the prefent, I can give you no further confolation, than that the glafs is almoft 
run out, and this letter is very near its conclufion. 

Menftruous women are efteemed fo unclean, that they are not permitted entrance 
into the King's, or other great men's houfes, on lefs penalty than death, or perpetual 
flavery. 
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The circumcifion of infants, efpecially the males, is here cuftomary; but if they 
be alked whence this cuftom was deduced, they readily anfwer, that it was traditionally 
handed to them by their anceftors, and they at prefent neither know the reafon nor 
fignification. 

I have juft hinted that the male-infants were circumcifed, in which you will perhaps 
think I am in the right, fince the cuftom is fcarcely practicable in the other fex : but I 
can allure you, fir, that fome girls are here liable as well as the boys. You, as a 
phyfician, need make no farther queftion on that head; and I refer the ignorant to 
what Mr. Arnold van Overbeck faith concerning the Hottentots at the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

The Negroes differ very much from each other in the circumcifion of children j fome 
do it at four, five, or fix, and others at eight or ten years of age. 

Their mufical inftruments are much better than thofe on the Gold Coaft, and they 
are alfo much modeller in the ufe of them, for in the time of mourning they never 
teaze you with the noife of them. 

They are very great gamefters, and willingly Hake all they are mailers of in the 
world at play ; and when money and goods are wanting, like the Chinefe, they ftake 
firlt wife and children, and then land and body. 

Not to detain you any longer, I {hall pafs by their mufical as well as gaming inftru¬ 
ments, and conclude this from him, who, at all times, and in all places, is, fir, 
yours, &x. 

LETTER XIX. — Which briefly treats concerning the Government of Fids; capital 
Crimes very rare here ; Punifhment of Murder, and of violating, otic of the King’s 
Wives ; other Crimes charged with pecuniary MuUds only. — The Oath of Purgation, in 
what Manner adminiftercd. — The Age of the King ,, his Temper, his Chamber of Audi¬ 
ence, domeftic Office, Revenue, and Receivers thereof; what Portion accrues to the 
King by the Sale of a Slave ; his Revenue which arifes from Fi/h, and his Cuftoms, 
how much on each Ship ; concerning the Captains ; the Riches of this Prince ; at what 
Charges he is obliged to live, and his great Expenses ; no Perf on permitted to fee the 
King eat, or know where he lodgeth, except his Wives ; his Prefents to the Europeans ; 
he is adored as a Demi-god ; bis Clouths, and Children, and the Nature of the latter ; 
how he came to the Throne; a barbarous Cuflom on occaflon of the Death of their 
Kings ; the King’s Commands executed by his Wives, whence a pleafant Adventure is 
related. — The Religion and Svperflition of the Fidaflans ; their Multitude of Idols, of 
which a Negro gave a very diverting Explication ; their Notion of the true God; 
their principal Deities ■ firfl of the Snake, to which great Offermgs are made, chiefly 
by the King ; the Houfe of their chiefefl God, where fltuate, of what Largenefs, and 
how found out ; Offerings formerly fent by the King to the Snake-houfe, but at prefent 
abolijhed, and why ; a large Account of the King’s Revenue on -account of the Snake’s 
Worfhip , which Cheat , though known to be fuch by the Negroes, yet for certain Reaflms 
they dare not oppofe it; he who injures the Snake condemned to the Flames ; the tragical 
Fate of fome Engliffi on that account; another which befel a GoldCoafl Negro ; Mul¬ 
titudes of Snakes in the Dwelling-places of the Europeans ; the Author paid for the 
imaginary boarding of a Snake ; thefe idolatrous Snakes do not injure Mankind; the 
Negroes cannot bear any Difcourfe againft the Snake ; how they behave themfelves , if 
by chance they happen to kill one of them ; a pleafant Adventure between a Hog and 
a Snake , which cojl the Lives of fome Hundreds of the former; the Trees arc the 
-■ fecond- 
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fet end-rate God.< oj ihe Natives of Fida ; the Sea- their third God ; m what Occafions 
the two lajl are honoured with Orifons and Sacrifices ; Priefis and Priefejfes in great 
EJheem ; the lafi called God's Children ; their great Authority; what the Fidafam 
think of diabolical Spirits , and Hell , in which Belief they have been long ftnce con¬ 
firmed ; Difcourfe betwixt a Fidafian Captain and an Augujiine Friar. 

Sir, 

IN my laft, dated-, 1 divided my defcription of Fida into three parts j of the 

firft of which, I therein treated at large j and the fecond, namely, their government 
and religion, I fhall difpatch in this ; but the firft part of this head affording nothing 
very particular, 1 lhall not detain you long on it. 

The government, for fo far as it relates to the country, or the war, is veiled in 
the King and his principal great men; but in criminal cafes the King aflfembles his 
council, compofed of certain perfons, opens the indictments to them, and requires 
each perfon to declare his fentiments, what punifliment the criminal deferves. When 
the verdict pleafes him, execution is accordingly done in purfuance to it; but if he 
diflikes it, he obliges the council to retire, and punilheth the malefactor according to 
his royal will and pleafure. 

Here are very few capital crimes, which are only murders and committing adultery 
with the King’s or his great men’s wives ; but the Negroes, as I have already hinted, 
being very fearful of death, are the molt careful people in the world how they incur 
that penalty. Notwithftanding which, from time to time, feveral venture fo far as to 
deferve that punilhment, of which I lhall give you fome inftances that happened within 
thefe five or fix years. 

The two firft are of two Blacks, both executed for murder in the fame manner, viz. 
they were cut open alive, their intrails taken out of their bodies and burned j after 
which, their corpfe were filled with fait, and fixed on a flake in the middle of the 
Market-place, where I faw them in iny firft voyage thither. 

About four years pall a Negro, who had been tardy with one of the King’s wives, 
being caught, was, together with the female accomplice of his crime, brought to the 
place of execution in the open field, where he was fet as a mark for feveral great men, 
by way of diverfion, to Ihow their lkill in darting the Affagays at him, by which this 
poor wretch was miferably tormented. After this, in the prefence of the offending 
lady, he was bereft of his molt criminal member, and after being obliged to throw it 
into the fire himfelf, they were both put into a deep pit, being firft bound hand and 
foot; then their executioners fet a pot of boiling water upon the fire, out of which 
they by degrees laved fome on the poor criminals till it was half out, upon which 
they poured the remainder on them all at once, and filling the pit with earth, buried 
them alive. 

Two years after this, a young man was taken, that had Ihut himfelf up in the King’s 
dwelling-place in women’s habit, and enjoyed feveral of the King’s wives; but at laft 
fearing a difeovery, they refolved to take their flight} and not contented with having 
cuckolded the King, they defigned to make up a good pack of the King’s goods, which 
might fubfift them in another country ; but they were catched, attempting the latter 
part of their enterprife, though not all, but only the Negro and one woman} and no 
torture infli&ed on the former, was fufficient to extort from him a difeovery of any 
more, fo fentence paffed to bum him with the woman. 

The Negro feeing the King’s wives fo very forward to bring wood to burn him, 
could not forbear laughing, thereby hinting that they were at prefent very diligent to 
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furmfli fuel for the execution of him with whom they had paffed many a night very 
agreeably; this he not only exprefled by his laughter, but publicly faid ; but would 
not accufe any of the guilty, for which reafon thefe two only were punifhed, who 
accompanied one another in life and death. 

From what I have faid you may obferve, that the King knows very well how to find 
out thofe who injure him; but in the affair of doing juftice to others he is fcmewhat 
deaf. 

The remaining crimes of the Negroes are modly compounded by a pecuniary mulct: 
which the King, without calling his captains to his affifiance, takes himfelf, except one 
of his favourites, named Captain Carter, who is judly called the King’s foul; fince 
without him he will not do any thing, though even of the leaft importance. This per¬ 
fon, in my time, was, as we here call him. Captain Blank, or the captain to whom the 
European affairs were all entruded. 

If any perfon here is accufed of any crime, and denies the fact, he is obliged to 
clear himfelf by Fetiches, as on the Gold Coaft; or otherwife (which is here very 
common), he is brought to a river, not far from the King’s court; to which is afcribed 
the ft range quality ©f immediately drowning all the guilty perfons which are thrown 
into it (contrary to the European manner of trying witches); but the innocent come 
clear out of it without any damage; fuppofing withal that they fave themfelves by 
fwimming: in which art all of them being very expert, I never heard that this river 
ever yet convifted any perfon; for they all come well out, paying a certain fum to the 
King ; for which end alone I believe this trial is defigned. 

The viceroys in their governments generally follow the fame rule, and condemn the 
malefaflors to pay a certain fum for their ufe. 

Having little more to fay concerning their government, I fhall now apply myfelf to 
the King’s houfehold and date. 

The prefent King is aged fome years above fifty, but as vigorous and fprightly as a 
man of five and thirty : he is the raoft civil and generous Negro that I have obferved 
among the black kind, and is never better pleafed than when we defire a favour of 
him. It would be very eafy to obtain whatever we afked of him, if a parcel of rafcally 
flatterers did not continually buzz lelfons of good hufbandry in his ears, not really out 
of kindnels to him, but only in order to draw to themfelves what by their frugal advice 
they prevent his bellowing on others: and I have obferved that he daily more and 
more hearkens to thefe fort of people ; for inftead of being kind to us, he is now fo 
obftinate and humourfome in his trading with us, that we fcarcely know how to deal 
with him: for at firft he left it to us what to offer, now, on the contrary, he will have 
every thing his own way; he will have the choicefl and vendible part of our merchan¬ 
dizes in exchange for his Haves, which falls very heavy on the merchant; for befides 
that; he is obliged to give him one-third, fourth, or fifth, at lead extraordinary for 
every Have; the bed goods being difpofed of, the remainder are not to be put off but 
to difad vantage : whereas if the King would be a little reafonable, as he was the fird and 
fecond time I was there, we could eafily difpofe of the whole cargo. 

This King’s train is fo very mean, that it is fcarcely worth mentioning, he being 
attended by none but his wives only. Once, or at mod, twice every year, he goes 
abroad, when he appears in a fort of fplendid retinue, more efpecially accompanied 
with his wives, who amount to above one thoufand ; each of which is d refled in the 
riched and mod fplendid manner. At this time all his mod beautiful wives, W'ho are 
always clofely enough fliut up, may be feen ; and with them a rich treafure of coral, 
which is worth even more than gold. In this progrefs he is not accompanied with fa 
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much as one man; but he before hand advertizes all his great men where he intends 
to divert himfelf, whither they go to wait for him, ftill taking care they keep far 
enough off his wives, as being allowed no greater favour than to fee them as they 
pafs by. 

The remaining part of the year the King remains in his houfe, indulging himfelf 
in no other diverdons than what his wives afford him, except when he goes to the 
place of audience, in order to be informed by his captains if any thing hath happened, 
or to impart his commands to them. Which being done, he goes to the place of 
audience appointed for the Europeans, to difcourfe with them concerning commerce. 
Where, when he and I had no other bufmefs, I have fpent many days in one fort of 
game or other (to all which, according to the genius of that nation, he is ftrangely 
addifted), we playing for an ox, hog, flieep, &c. but never for goods or money ; and 
I had always that advantage of him, that if I won, he immediately fent home my 
winnings: but, on the contrary, if 1 loft, he did not defire to receive my lofings. In 
this place of audience, there are two foot-benches, one broad covered with a cloth, 
and provided with an oval ftool, according to the cuftom of the country, this is for 
the King; and the other covered with mats for the Europeans to fit next the King and 
converfe with him, always bare-headed; not that they are ordered to do fo, but be- 
caufe they always find that he is pleafed therewith. Whenever we enter this place 
of audience, we are deftred to lay by our fwords, becaufe the King doth not like that 
any fhould appear armed before him. It is diverting enough to fpend a whole day 
with the King here ; for befides that he is very good company, he is continually enter¬ 
taining you with the bell that he has to eat and drink. 

No perfon is luffered to drink out -of the fame glafs or cup with the King, but he 
hath always one kept particularly for himfelf; and that which hath but once touched 
another’s lips he never ufes more, though it be made of metal that may be cleanfed 
by fire* 

When any of the Europeans eat in his prefence (which he is very fond of), the table 
is indifferently regularly furnilhed and ferved. All his great men or nobles lie proftrate 
on the earth around, as long as he is prefent, without daring to rife : and what the 
Europeans leave at their table is bellowed upon them, which they very greedily eat, 
whether they like it or not, and though they have ten times better at home; and were 
it not to affront the King’s diet, would not touch it. 

The polls or offices which this King bellows, are of three forts: firft, the viceroys, 
here called Phidalgoes or governadors, which compofe the firft date of the kingdom ; 
thefe in the King’s abfenee, and in their viceroyalties, command as arbitrarily and keep 
up as great Hate as the King himfelf. 

The fecontl are his chief-captains, here called grand-captains, though moll of them 
are withal viceroys over fome country or other. 

The third are the common captains ; of which there are a great number j and each 
of thele hath a particular character; he to whom the care of the market is entrufted, 
is captain of the market; by the fame rule another is captain of the flaves, a third of 
the Tronks or prifons, another of the Ihore. In ffiort, for every affair that can be 
thought of, the King hath appointed a captain overfee*. Befides which there are a 
great number of honorary captains without any offices ; for each of all which ports in 
proportion every perfon is obliged to pay the King a good fum of money, though he 
hath always the honour of bellowing it only out of his elpecial favour. 

This King’s revenue,- in proportion to his country, is very large; of which, I be¬ 
lieve he hath above one thoufand collectors, who difperfe themfelves throughout the 
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whole land, in all market-roads and paffages, in order to gather the King’s toll, which 
amounts to an incredible fmn; for there is nothing fo mean fold in the whole king¬ 
dom, that the King hath not toll for it: which, indeed, if all honeftly paid to him, 
would make him very rich ; but the gentlemen-colle&ors fo largely fleece it, that the 
King fcarcely receives one-fourth part of the whole. 

There are three principal collectors appointed over the flave-trade ; each of which 
is to receive a rix-dollar for the King’s toll, for every flave that is traded for : but thefe 
gentlemen, like the reft, agree under-hand with thofe who fell the (laves; fo that 
the King receives nothing of it: but with refpefi: to the (laves which are fold for 
Boefies (the money of this county), fomewhat better care is taken, for the fum con¬ 
tracted for is paid in the King’s prefence; out of which he receives three rix-dollars 
for every (lave : notwithftanding which care, though he is the leaft cheated, yet fome 
of his fubjects are fo fly as to fetch their money for their (laves by night, or at unfea- 
fonable times, and confequently cheat him; and on account that we have continual 
occafion to make ufe of them, we cannot deny them their money whenever they de¬ 
mand it. 

The exact half of all the fines and tolls in his viceroyalties accrues to him; but 1 be¬ 
lieve he would be very well fatisfied if he could but get one-fourth. 

There are two very large rivers at Fida : one of which runs by the two Popos, the 
other by Jackin : they are fo plentifully ftored with fifli, that the King’s toll out of 
each of them is worth one hundred (laves, which yet is not above half what the col¬ 
lectors receive. 

To the foregoing revenues of the King may be added that from each fhip which 
comes here to trade, reckoning one with another, either by toll, his own trade or 
cuftom, which comes to about four hundred pounds fterling; and fometimes fifty 
ftiips come hither in a year, though at other times not above half fo many : in fhort, if 
the King were not cheated, he would have a vaft income, and be a potent prince, 
confidered as one of this country Kings; but compared with the oriental or other 
Kings, he makes indeed but a wretched figure : but it goes here as all the world over, 
each officer deals no more than he can, and the offices feem only to turn to the 
advantage of the poffeffors, without the givers being much the better for them. 

But how great foever the King’s revenue may be, he hath occafion enough for it; 
for befides the large fums which he daily furnifhes for the deftruction of Popo, and to 
fubjefl: Oflra, befides thefe, I fay, and the necefiary expences of his houfeh'old, toge¬ 
ther with the rich offerings he is obliged to make to his idol-gods, he is daily obliged 
to keep four thoufand men, and to provide them with meat and drink; and though 
he doth not efteem his fob]efts more than his (laves, yet when he employs them he is 
obliged to pay them dear enough. 

His principal great men eat with him daily, or at leaft in his prefence, for no man 
is permitted to fee him eat, nor any woman befides his wives; which feems to me 
formerly defigned to create an imagination in the fubjects, that their Kings were fome- 
what more than men, and were to be refpe&ed and adored as gods; and that they did 
not, like other men, want the common fupplies of eating and drinking, though the 
King doth the Iaft before every-body. 

For the former reafon, and one more which I (hall mention, no perfon is permitted 
to know the King’s lodging-place. 1 once very innocently aiked his greateft minion. 
Carter, where the King lay at night; but he anfwered this queltion with another, 
which was, “ Where doth God lodge ? Juft as much is it poffible for us to know the 
Ring’s bed-chamber. ” 
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This, I am apt to think, is done to prefeirve a deep refpeft amongft the people ; and 
that upon a fudden onfet of the enemies, they ftioutd not immediately find the King, 
but that he may get time enough to fave himfelf by flight. 

Befides the above-mentioned expen ces, the King’s charge is very much augmented 
by his continual prefents to the Europeans; which, if he likes them and they receive 
them thankfully, are confiderable. 

Their tables are daily furniflied by him with fheep, hogs, fowl, beef, or what elfe 
can be gotten, together with bread, fruit, beer, and what thereto appertains, and all 
this in larger quantities than their people really want. 

The Hollanders were in my time extraordinarily well treated here, for the King pro¬ 
vided them better than all other nations, and frequently fent them a double portion j 
but fmce the captains of fhips have managed the trade here, I am informed our nation 
is treated by the King with very fniall diftin&ion ; for which thefe matters of fhips are 
folely to blame; for they, being utterly ignorant of the manners of the people, do not 
know how to treat them with that decency which they require; and the natives here 
being very judicious, have doubtlefs leflened their former efteem for them: upon 
which ground I dare prophetically aver, that they will certainly ruin the Have-trade 
here, and fo manage it that every body fhall be obliged to pay dearer for flaves than 
ufually. But having touched on this fubjeft in the feventh letter, I fhall quit it at 
prefent -, as alfa that I may not anger the failors, who fancy they underftand the flave- 
trade as well as we ourfelves; but fince I have fo often mentioned that commerce, I 
fhall defcribe how it is managed by our factors here. 

The firft bufinefs of one of our fa&ors \Vhen he comes to Fida, is to fatisfy the 
cuftoms of the King and the great men, which amount to about one hundred pounds 
in Guinea value, as the goods mull yield there. After which we have free licence to 
trade, which is publifhed throughout the whole land by the crier. 

But yet before we can deal with any perfon, we are obliged to buy the King’s whole 
flock of flaves at a fet' price; which is commonly one-third or one-fourth higher than 
ordinary: after which we obtain free leave to deal with all his fubjefls of what rank 
foever." But if there happen to be no flock of flaves, the feftor mull then refolve to 
run the rifle of trufting the inhabitants with goods to the value of one or two hundred 
flaves; which commodities they fend into the in-land country, in order to buy with 
them flaves at all markets, and that fonietimes two hundred miles deep in the country: 
for you ought to be informed that markets of men are here kept in the fame manner as 
thofe of beafts with us. 

Not a few in our country fondly imagine that parents here fell their children, men 
their wives, and one brother the other : but thofe who think fo deceive themfelves ; 
for this never happens on any other account than that of neceflity, or fome great crime : 
but moil of the flaves that are offered to us are prifoners of war, which are fold by the 
victors as their booty. 

When thefe flaves come to Fida, they are put in prifon all together, and when we 
treat concerning buying them, they are all brought out together in a large plain; 
where, by our chirurgeons, whofe province it is, they are thoroughly examined, even 
to the fmalleft member, and that naked too, both men and women, without the leaf! 
diftinftion or modefty. Thofe which are approved as good are fet on one fide; and 
the lame or faulty are fet by as invalids, which are here called Mackrons, Thefe are 
fuch as are above five and thirty years old, or are maimed in the arms, legs, hands, 
or feet, have loft a tooth, are grey-haired, or have films over their eyes; as well as 
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all thofe which are affe&ed with any venereal di (temper, or with feveral other 
difeafes. 

The invalids and the maimed being thrown out, as I have told you, the remainder 
are numbered, and it is entered who delivered them. In the mean-while a burning 
iron, with the arms or name of the Companies, lies in the fire; with which ours are 
marked on the bread:. This is done that we may diftinguifh them from the Haves of 
the Englifli, French, or others, (which are alfo marked with their mark) and to pre¬ 
vent the Negroes exchanging them for worfe; at which they have a good hand. 

I doubt not but this trade feems very barbarous to you, but fince it is followed by 
mere neceffity, it mult go on ; but we yet take all poflible care that they are not burned 
too hard, efpecially the women, who are more tender than the men. 

We are feldom long detained in the buying of thefe Haves, becaufe their price is 
eftabliftied, the women being one-fourth or fifth part cheaper than the men. The de¬ 
putes which we generally have with the owners of thefe Haves are, that we will not 
give them fucli goods as they alk for them, efpecially the Boefies (as I have told you, 
the money of this country), of which they are very fond, though we generally make 
a divifion on this head in order to make one fort of goods help off another, becaufe 
thofe Haves which are paid for in Boefies coft the Company one half more than thofe 
bought with other goods. The price of a Have is commonly —— 

When we have agreed with the owners of the Haves, they are returned to their pri- 
fon; where, from that time forwards, they are kept at our charge, coiling us two-pence 
a-day a Have, which ferves to fubfift them, like our criminals, on bread and water: fo 
that to fave charges, we fend them on board our Ihips with the very firft opportunity ; 
before which their mailers ftrip them of all they have on their backs, fo that they 
come aboard llark-naked as well women as men: in which condition they are obliged 
to continue, if the mailer of the fhlp is not fo charitable (which he commonly is) as to 
bellow fomething on them to cover their nakednefs. 

You would really wonder to fee how thefe Haves live on board j for though their 
number fometimes amounts to fix of feven hundred, yet, by the careful management 
of our matters of ihips, they are fo regulated that it feems incredible: and in this 
particular our nation exceeds all other Europeans; for as the French, Portuguefe, and 
Englifli flave-fliips are always foul and ltinking, on the contrary ours are for the moll 
part dean and neat* 

^ The Haves are fed three times a day with indifferently good victuals, and much better 
than they eat in their own country. Their lodging-place is divided into two parts; one 
of which is appointed for the men, the other for the women; each fex being kept 
a-part: here they lie as clofe together as is poffible for them to be crowded. 

We are fometimes fufficiently plagued with a parcel of Haves, which come from a far 
in-land country, who very innocently perfuade one another, that we buy them only to 
fatten and afterwards eat them as a delicacy. 

When we are fo unhappy as to be peftered with many of this fort, they refolve and 
agree together (and bring over the reft to their party) to run away from the fliip, kill 
the Europeans, and fet the veffel a-fhore; by which means they defign to free them- 
felves from being our food. I have twice met with this misfortune} and the firft time 
proved very unlucky to me, I not in the leall fufpefting it j but the uproar was timely 
quanted by the mafter of the fhip and myfelf, by caufmg the abettor to be fliot through 
the headafter which all was quiet. But the fecond time it fell heavier on another 
fliip, and that chiefly by the careleffnefs of the mafter, who, having Allied up the 
anchor of a departed Englifli fliip, had laid it in the hold where the male Haves were 
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lodged; who, unknown to any of the fhip’s crew, poffeffed thetnfelves of a hammer; 
with which, in a fhort time, they broke all their fetters in pieces upon the anchor: 
after this they came above-deck and fell upon our men ; foine of whom they grievoufly 
wounded, and would certainly have mattered the ftiip, if a French and Englifli fliip 
had not very fortunately happened to lie by us; who, perceiving by our firing a dif- 
trefs-gun, that fomething was in diforder on board, immediately came to our aflift- 
ance with chalops and tnen, and drove the flaves under deck: notwithftanding which, 
before all was appealed, about twenty of them were killed. The Portuguefe have 
been more unlucky in this particular than we ; for in four years time they loft four 
Ihips in this manner. 

Thus believing I have fufficientlv digreffed concerning the Have-trade, I mutt return 
to my fubjeft, which was the King of Fida. Who, I am obliged to tell you, is feared 
and reverenced by his fubjefts as a demi-god. None of his lubjedls, of what degree 
foever, as you have been already told, appears in his prefence otherwife than kneeling 
or prollrate on his belly: when they go to falute him in the morning, they proftrate 
thetnfelves before the door of his houfe, kifs the earth three rimes fucceffively, and, 
clapping their hands, whifper fome words tending to the adoration of the King. 
This done, they crawl in on all four, where they repeat the fame reverence. His 
prefence is fo awful to them, that with a fmgle word he makes them to tremble ; but 
as foon as his back is turned, they immediately forget their fear, not much regarding his 
commands, and always knowing how to appeafe and delude him with a lie or two. 

The King is very'magnificently cloathed in filk, or gold and fiber Huffs; but he 
is more efpecially dreffed better than ordinary when he goes to vifit any of the Euro¬ 
peans ; which he can eafily do unfeen of any, all their dwellings being built round his 
court, if it may be fo called. 

Our lodging here, which the King caufed to be built for me, is very large, con¬ 
taining three warehoufes and feven chambers, befides a beautiful court within adorned 
on each fide with a covered gallery* But the lodgings of the reft of the Europeans are 
very mean and inconvenient. 

The King’s children, befides the finall ones yet kept within doors, are four, viz. 
three fons and one daughter ; all which are very handfome, efpecially the eldeft, who 
is the molt beautiful Negro I ever yet faw in my life, but it is pity fo agreeable a body 
fliould be inhabited by fuch a villanous foul. Purfuant to his birth-right he is heir- 
apparent to the crown, but he is of fuch a fraudulent and perverfe nature, that it is to 
be hoped he will not fucceed; but if he doth, the land will fuffer very much. He 
hath hisemiffaries in all quarters, to fteal from the Europeans as well as Blacks ; and 
what is yet more, he doth not excufe even the King his father. He is exactly of the 
fame nature with the owls, which take their flight only by night; lor he never goes 
out of his houfe till the evenjjjg, when I have leveral times had the honour M be vifitetl 
by him. One reafon why he doth not go abroad in the day-time, isowing to his 
haughty temper, which will not allow him to fhew liimfelf to the commonalty; and 
the other is feveral times to avoid the neceflity of appearing in his father’s prefence. 

The King’s fecond fon is very like his father, to whom he is not inferior in all 
manner of civility, wherefore the great men make their court to him; and for this 
reafon I doubt not, but after the King’s deceafe, this realm will be engaged in a civil 
war, for the greateft number will endeavour to place the youngeft fon on the throne; 
which the ekleft, aflifted with foreign and domeftie force, will as vigoroufly oppofe. And 
if at that time, the Europeans happen to be able, they will aft very prudently in 
eftxjufinc the party of the youngeft brother, as they did in the cafe of the prefent 
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King, who, though the younger brother, yet by reafon of his natural goodnefs, was 
fixed by force on the throne by the Dutch, French, and Portuguefe, his elder brother 
being, by their means, driven out and banilhed the country, which is the principal 
reafon that he at prefent is fo fenfibly inclined to favour the Europeans. 

I cannot here omit the pernicious cuftom of this nation on occalion of the King’s 
death, which is no fooner publicly known than every perfon falls a ftealing, to as great 
a value of his neighbour’s goods as he can poiTibly come at, and that openly in the 
face of the whole world, without being liable to any punilhment, as though the death 
of the King put an end to all manner of reafon and juftice. This robbery is continued 
till a new King is confirmed in the throne, who, by public proclamation, forbids it, and 
he is immediately therein ftri&ly obeyed. And if the chief commanders cannot agree 
in the eftabliffiment of a new King, they, notwithftanding, to prevent the continuance 
of this diford er, tell the people that they have chofen a new King, and in his name 
publilh the before-mentioned proclamation. 

The choofing or confirming of a new King feldom continues long in difpute; for 
the eldeft fon no fooner hears of the King’s death, than he immediately makes his 
intereft amongft his friends, to take pofieffion of the late King’s court and wives; and 
fucceeding happily in thefe particulars, he need not doubt the remainder, for the com¬ 
monalty will not eafily confent that after that he /hall be driven from the throne : this 
feems fomewhat like Abfalom’s defign on his father David. To accomplifli this defign, 
the younger brother’s party are always careful enough that he is near at hand, in order 
to take pofieffion of the court. 

You cannot but remember that I have informed you of the multiplicity of the King’s 
wives, who are fometimes made ufe of by him as executioners of the fentences he 
pronounces againft offenders; which is only done by fending three or four hundred of 
them to the habitation of the malefactor, to ftrip his houfe, and lay it level with the 
ground; for all perfons being forbidden, on pain of death, to touch the King’s wives* 
they are enabled to execute his commands without the leaft interruption. 

Juft before my arrival at Fida, there happened fomewhat fo pleafant, that I cannot 
help imparting it to you: a Negro of my acquaintance, and who in procefs of time 
did me very confiderable fervices, being before-hand advertifed that he was accufed of 
a certain crime to the King, and that orders were iffued out accordingly to plunder 
and demoliffi his houfe j his time being too ihort to clear himfelf to the King, and 
being innocent, he refolved, inftead of flying from his houfe, according to cuftom, to 
remain at home and expert the King’s wives, who foon after came, and, contrary to 
their expectation, found him at home; upon which they commanded him immediately 
to retire, and not interrupt the execution of their orders; but inftead of obeying them, 
he had placed a heap of two thoufand weight of gun-powder juft by him, with which 
he, with terrible imprecations, threatened to fire and blow up himfelf, with them, in 
the air, if they came nearer him. They were fo far from liking this, that, dil'nially 
affrighted at his threats, they made the beft of their way back to the King, to acquaint 
him with their ili-fuccefs 5 but they were not fo expeditious but that the Negro was 
too quick for them, and fo handl'omely acquitted himfelf to the King, and brought 
fuch clear proofs of his innocence, that his fovereign declared him innocent; and 
thus, by a dextrous management and prefence of mind, he freed himfelf from immi¬ 
nent danger. 

But enough on this fubjeft, which I might eafily have paffed over in filence : it is 
now time to come to my promifed fubjefl:, the religion of the Fidafians. 

tot I have 
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I have already Informed you, that the greatefl crimes committed at Fida are generally 
compenfated by money; and what followeth, will convince you that their religion 
feems only founded on the fame principle, interefL 

Their religion Is fuperftitious, to a greater degree than any I ever yet heard of in 
the world ; for allowing the ancient heathens to value themfelves on thirty thoufand 
deities, I dare yet aver, that thofe of Fida may juftly lay claim to four times that 
number, 

I once aCked a Negro, with whom I could talk very freely, and whom I had alfo a 
good opinion of (being the fame who had the adventure with the King*s wives already 
related), I alked him, I fay, how they celebrated their divine worfliip, and what num¬ 
ber of gods they had ; he, laughing, anfwered, that I had puzzled him ; and allured 
me that nobody in the whole country could give me an exaft account of it ; “ For, as 
for my own part,” continued he, t4 I have a very large number of gods, and doubt 
not but others have as many.” And 1 telling him that only three gods were owned 
to me by the inhabitants, and deliring him withal to give me fome account of the reft, 
he obliged roe with the following anfwer, that the number of their gods was endlefs 
and innumerable : Ci For,” faid he, any of us being refolved to undertake any thing 
of importance, we fir ft of all fearch out a god to profper our defigned undertaking; 
and going out of doors with this defign, take the firft creature that prefents itfelf to 
our eyes, whether dog, cat, or the mod contemptible animal in the world, for our 
god: or perhaps, inftead of that, any inanimate that falls in our way, whether a Hone, 
a piece of wood, or any thing elfe of the fame nature. This new-chofen god is im* 
mediately prefented with an offering, which is accompanied with a folemn vow, that 
if he pleafeth to profper our undertakings, for the future we will always worihip and 
efteem him as a god. If our defign prove fuccefsful, we have difcovered a new and 
affifting god, which is daily prefented with frefh offerings; but if the contrary happen, 
the new god is rejected as an ufelefs tool, and confequently returns to his primitive 
eftate.” He went on in thefe following words, ** We make and break our gods daily, 
and confequently are the mafters and inventers of what we facrifice to.” 

This divine fervice is not new in the world, nor were the firft men ftrangers to it. 
But how thefe notions reached Fida, is what I dare not prefume to determine. So far 
the Negro. 

I was very well pleafed to hear this Negro talk in this manner concerning his country 
gods ; but having converfed with him for fome time, I obferved that he ridiculed his 
own country gods, for having in his youth lived amongfl the French, whofe language 
he perfectly underftood and fpoke, he had amongfl: them imbibed the principles of the 
Chriftian religion, and fomewhat towards a juft notion of the true God, and how he is 
to be worthipped ; to whom, and not to his country gods, he afcribed the creation of 
all things; wherefore he no farther concerned himfelf with the gods of his country, 
than as engaged t b it for quietnefs-fake, or to make his friends ealy, to whom he durft 
not reveal his opinion, fearing (what would certainly have happened) the falling into 
fome dangerous circumftances; for, as ftrong as his faith was, it was not arrived to 
that pitch as to oblige him to fuffer lofs of goods on that account; fo that we may 
juftly cry out, cc O l how weak was his faith !” 

It is certain that his countrymen have a faint idea of the true god, and afcribe to 
him the attributes of Almighty and Omniprefent; they believe he created the univerfe, 
and therefore vaftly prefer him before their idol-gods ; but yet they do not pray to him, 
or offer any facrifices to him; for which they give the following reafons: God, fay 
they, is too high exalted above us, and too great to condefcend fo much as to trouble 
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himfelf, or think of mankind; wherefore he commits the government of the world 
to their idols: to whom, as the fecond, third, and fourth perfons, diftant in degree 
from God, and our appointed lawful governors, we are obliged to apply ourfelves; 
and in firm belief of this opinion they quietly continue. 

Their principal gods, which are owned for fuch throughout the whole country, are 
of three forts: fir it, a certain fort of fnakes, who poffefs the chief rank amongft their 
gods. How would our countryman, Becker, author of The World Bewitched, divert / 
himfelf with the contrary opinions of the fons of Adam t For as we take the ferpent 
for the fatal deftroyer of the human-race, fo thefeof Fida, on the contrary, efteem him 
their fupreme blifs and general good. But this by way of parenthefis only. 

Their fecond-rate gods are fome lofty high trees, in the formation of which dame 
Nature feems to have expreffed her greateft art. 

The third and meaneft god, or younger brother to the other, is the fea. Thefe three- 
mentioned are the public deities, which are worlhipped and prayed to throughout the 
whole country j and each of thefe, according to their ridiculous perfuaiion, hath its 
particular province, like the officers of a King or Prince; with this difference only, 
that the fea and trees are not permitted to intermeddle with what is entrufted to 
the fnake; which, on the contrary, hath an influencing power over both the other, 
in order to correft them when they prove idle or lazy. 

They invoke the fnake in exceffively wet, dry, or barren feafons j on all occafions 
relating to their government and the preservation of their cattle; or rather, in one 
word, in all neceffities and difficulties, in wffiich they do not apply to their new batch 
of gods j and for this reafon very great offerings are made to it, efpecially from the 
King, who, on feveral occafions, by mitigation of the priefts, and the great men, his 
creatures and the priefts* tools, fend very rich offerings to the fnake-houfe. But I am 
of opinion, that thefe roguiffi priefts fweep all the mentioned offerings to themfelves, 
and doubtlefs make themfelves very merry with them. 

Thefe offerings are commonly compofed of money, fome pieces of filk or fluff, all 
forts of European and African commodities, all forts of cattle, and good eatables and 
drinks \ all which are fo frequently exacted from the King, that he fometimes grows 
tired and refufeth them. This I had once an opportunity of obferving j for finding 
him very much enraged, I made no lcruple to aik him, “ What had fo much difpleafed 
him ?” He very freely told him, “ That that year he had fent much larger offerings 
to the fnake-houfe than ufual, in order to obtain a good crop $ and that one of his 
viceroys (whom he Slewed me) had defired him afrefti, in the name of the priefts, 
who threatened a barren year, to fend yet more.’* To which he anfwered, “ That he 
did not intend to make any farther offerings this year; and if the fnake would not 
beftow a plentiful bar veil on them, he might let it alone ; for (faid he) I cannot be 
more damaged thereby, the greateft part of my corn being already rotten in the field.” 
I, fmiling, obferved, that the King would have added another prefent, if he could have 
hoped for any advantage by it; but to make offerings barely for another’s intereft, he 
was not very fond of; wherefore the petitioner was obliged to depart, without ob¬ 
taining his end, which went down but indifferently with him and the priefts, who had 
promifed themfelves another fort of fuccefs. 

The fnake-houfe, which I have fo frequently mentioned, is fituated about two miles 
from the King’s village, and built under a very beautiful lofty tree $ “ In which (fay 
they) the chief and largeft of all the fnakes refides.” He is a fort of grandfather to 
all the reft; is reprefented as thick as a man, and of an unnieafurable length. He 
jnuft alfo be very old, for they report that they found him, a great number of years 
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pall; when, by reafon of the wickednefs of the men, he left another country to come 
to them, at which, being over-joyed, they welcomed their new-come god with all ex- 
preffiblc figns of reverence and high veneration, and carried him upon a filken carpet 
to the fnake-houfe, where he is at prefent. 

This roguilh fnake probably had the fame freaks in his tail, which the old heathen 
gods were affefted with when they ran away from one country to another; wherefore 
they were fometimes obliged to bind their god-heads fall; of which thofe poor wretches 
who loft rite fnake were not aware, otherwife they might have flopped his journey. 
But wherefore do I fpend iny time in making reflections, fince I have more important 
fubjefts to handle. 

The Kings of Fida were formerly accuftomed to annual pilgrimages to the fnake- 
houfe, which was celebrated with great magnificence, and concluded with yet greater 
prefents: for the King not only made very rich offerings, but alfo beflowed very large 
prefents on the great men that accompanied him ; fo that this pilgrimage commonly 
coft him feveral thoufands. But the prefent King hath broken off this cuftom, which is 
accordingly grown in difufe for feveral years paft. In his laft tour which he made to 
the fnake-houfe, he was (as l am informed) accompanied by Monfieur Ducas, a 
French captain, who was ridiculous enough, to the fcandal of all Europeans, to drefs 
himfelf in tigers’ (kins and other fort of trifles, and lead the King in this equipage to 
the fnake-houfe. If this adion is true of him, it is worfe than that of Naaman the 
Syrian, who, hardly converted, afked leave to fupport his mafter in die houfe of Rim- 
jnon. But this is a digreffion very wide from our purpofe. 

The King then, as I have told you, doth not make this pilgrimage in perfon, but 
orders it to be done by forne of his wives, which does not prove near fo expenfive j and 
this I believe is the only reafon why he leaves it off. 

But as the fnake fervice proves very expenfive to the King, fo the revenue which 
he draws from thence is not inconfiderable. Annually from the time when the Maize 
©r fmall Milhio is fowed, till it grows up to man’s height, the King and prieft’s plough 
turns to a very great account to them ; for the people here, which do not fee much 
farther than their nofes, imagine that during this whole feafon the fnake or fnakes 
make it their bufinefs every evening and night to feize all the beautiful young women 
which pleafe them, and to make them diftra&ed; wherefore their parents or relations 
are neceffitated to caufe thefe girls to be brought to a particular houfe, built for that 
purpofe, where they are obliged to flay feveral months, as it is given out, to cure them 
of their madnefs; during which time the relations are obliged to furnilh them with all 
manner of neceffaries, and that fo plentifully, that the prielts can alfo handfomely fub- 
fift on it. 

The appointed time of their confinement being over, and being cured of the dif- 
temper with which they were never affiifled, they obtain leave to come out; before 
which they mud pay the charge of their cure and keeping, which is adjufted in pro¬ 
portion to the circum fiances of their relations; and, one girl with another, amount to 
about five pounds: and the number of young girls thus imprifoned rifes to feveral thou- 
fands, each confiderable village having a particular houfe appointed for that purpofe, 
and fome which are large being -provided with two or three. All the money which 
this trade raifeth, is commonly thought and believed to be for the priefts, in order to 
be made ufe of in their divine fervice. And though I doubt not but the priefts have 
their fhare, I am yet certain, that the King is fo far from fuffering by it, that he draws 
confiderable films from this cuftom. 
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The firft time that I came to Fida to trade, I was affured that as foon as a girl 
was touched by the fnake, ihe unavoidably run mad ; though it was but a fort of holy 
or religious madnefs, fuch as hath formerly been related of the Bacchantes, or thofe 
from whofe mouths the divine oracles proceeded. Yet I do not like thefe pious funs, 
for the perfcns pretending to be affetted with it, break and fpoil every thing which comes 
in their way; and inftead of religious are guilty of all manner of diabolical actions, 
which they never leave off till they are brought to the before-mentioned place. 

At firft, the people here ftrenuouily endeavoured to perfuade me that a fnake was 
able to fetch a girl out of the houfe and carry her off, though the faid houfe was fhut 
up ; which I eafily agreed to, provided the girl was but ftored with proper mftruments 
to open the locks. 

I would not reft till I had examined how this cheat is managed, notwithftanding 
which I Ihould never have difcovered it, if the before-mentioned Negro had not aifiited 
me, and obliged me with the following account of it, viz. That the priefts diligently 
obferve thofe young maids or women alfo which have never been affe&ed by the fnake. 
Thefe they firft attempt by promifes, or if they are not fuccefsful, oblige by threats to 
perform what they defire of them; which is, that being in the ftreet, and feeing the 
coaft clear of people on all fides, they fet on crying and raving with all their ftrength, 
as though the fnake had faft hold of them, and commanded them to go to the fnake- 
houfe. Before any perfon can come to their help, the fnake is vaniihed and the girl 
is mad ; which neceffitates her relations to follow the fnake’s orders. 

When thefe females come out of their mad prifon, the prieft lays his moft rigid com¬ 
mands on them, not to difcover how they were feized by the fnake, but to flick faft to 
the ftory that the fnake did it; and in order to clench thefe fevere prohibitions, and 
render them the more effectual, thofe who reveal thofe fecrets of the facerdotal empire, 
are threatened to be immediately burned alive. And indeed the priefts are cruel and 
potent enough to make good their threats, if they could find any women guilty. 

This Negro related a pleafant adventure concerning this confinement, which happen¬ 
ed betwixt him and one of his wives j who, by the mitigation of the priefts, one evening 
feigned herfelf diftrafted, breaking (according to cultom) every thing in pieces on 
which Ihe could lay her hands : but he very well knowing whence this diftemper pro¬ 
ceeded, gently took her by the hand, as though he defigned to carry her to the fiaake- 
houfe, but carried her indeed to the place of refidence of the Brandenburghers, who 
were then at Fida in order to buy flaves, where he offered her to fale. But when fhe 
faiV that he was in earneft, immediately freed from her madnefs, ihe fell upon her 
knees and aiked his pardon, folemnly promifing at the fame time never to be guilty of 
the like crime for the future; upon which he let her go free: and by this means Ihe 
was delivered from her madnefs, and he freed from the exceffive charge of her cure. 
This was a very bold attempt, for if the priefts had been informed of it, he had been 
a dead man. 

During my refidence at Fida, the King caufed his daughter to be feized by the fnake. 
(The confequence will juftify my charging him with it.) He caufed her to be carried 
to the fnake-houfe, and confined for l'ome time, though not fo long as is cuftoraary; 
but on her account all the other girls went out before their ufual time. 

On the day of her delivery, ilie was brought out in a very fplendid manner, and 
carried, with all the other girls which followed her, to the King's court; before which 
they were placed. She was naked except only a filk fcarf, which was paffed betwixt 
her legs, and richly adorned with Conte di Terra and Agrie, two forts of coral which 
I have already frequently mentioned. 
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Whilft fhe was here, fhe was guilty of all manner of extravagances, during the play¬ 
ing on feveral mufical inftruments ; which fort of madnefs the Negroes told me yet 
remained on her, more efpecially by reafon of her being enlarged before the expiration 
of her due time. 

Whilll file fat here, the moft confiderable people of the whole country crouded 
hither, each bringing his prefents, which they made to her ; and together amounted to 
a confiderable fum. Thefe gifts lafted three or four days fucceflively, becaufe it was 
impoflible for moft of the people to come near her the firft day ; fo that this young lady 
was treated in a quite different manner from her companions, who were all obliged to 
difburfe money for their delivery, whilft file on the other fide was a very confiderable 
gainer thereby. 

And if there are any Negroes who are very fenfible that all this is nothing but a pure 
cheat, yet to curry favour with the King and priefts, and for their own fecurity, they 
pretend ignorance, and fuffer it to pafs upon them for real truth ; which is indeed 
advifeable, for thofe who fhould oppofe it, would very much endanger thir lives. 

I was eye-witnefs to a dreadful inf lance of this. The laft time I was at Fida, a Negro 
bom on the Gold Coaft, who was called Captain Tom, lived at Fida; and by reafon 
of his good deportment and obliging nature, was promoted to the dignity of captain and 
interpreter to the Englifh. He being a ftranger to the religion of this country, had a 
wife of this nation, which fell mad and pretended to be feized by the ferpent ; but he, 
inftead of fending her to the fnake-houfe, clapped her in irons; which fo enraged this 
fhe-devil (different from the other in our former ftory), that fhe privately accufed her 
hufband to the priefts ; who, not willing to make any public attempts on him, becaufe 
he was a Gold Coaft Negro, who differed from them in religion, yet fecretly poifoned 
him in fuch a manner, that he did not quickly die, but immediately became fpeechlefs, 
and loft the ufe of all his limbs, which was worfe than dying. At my departure I left 
him in this miferable condition, fo that I know not whether he was ever cured or not. 
From which you may obferve, that throughout the world, it is very dangerous to dif- 
oblige the ecclefiaftics. 

This may fufftce concerning the frauds of the priefts on account of the fnake-worfliip. 

The reverence and refpect which the Negroes preferve for the fnake is fo great, that 
if a Black fhould barely touch one of them with a flick, or any otherwife hurt him, he 
is a dead man, and certainly condemned to the flames. 

A long time paft, when the Englifh firft began to trade here, there happened a very 
remarkable and tragical event. An Englilh captain being landed, fome of his men 
and part of his cargo, they found a fnake in their houfe, which they immediately killed 
without the lead fcruple, and not doubting but they had done a good work, threw out 
the dead fnake at their door; where being found by the Negroes in the morning, the 
Englifh, preventing the queftion who had done the lad, aferibed the honour to them- 
felves; which fo incenfed the natives, that they furioufly fell on the Englifh, 'killed 
them all, and burned their houfe and goods. 

This flruck fuch a terror into that nation, that for a long time they refrained coming 
hither, and traded at other places; but at laft coming again, the Negroes were 
accuftomed to fhow all Europeans that came thither fome fnakes, defirmg that they 
would not hurt them, by reafon they were their gods ; and this hath prevented all fuch 
accidents ever fince; fo that at prefent few Europeans come hither who are not adver- 
tifed of this fnake-worfhip. If an European fhould happen at this time to kill a lhake, 
I fhould very much doubt whether he would efcape better than the Englifh, except he 
could poflibly fly to the King immediately, andfatisfy him that it happened by acciuint, 
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not defign \ upon which, perhaps, he might atone his god-killing crime by a fine to 
the priefts, though I fiiould not be very willing to run fuch a hazard ; for on fuch 
occafions, the rabble, inlligated by the priefts, grow very outrageous j fo that it is 
fafeft carefully to avoid all things of this -nature. 

In my time, an Aquamboean Negro took a fnake upon his ftick, becaufe he durft 
Hot venture to touch him with his hands, and carried it out of the houfe without hurt¬ 
ing it in the leaft ; which two or three Negroes feeing, fet up the fame cry that is ufual 
on account of fire, by which they can, in a fmall time, raife the whole country, who 
flock to the place armed with clubs, fwords, Aflagayes and other arms, who would 
have foon difpatched this poor Negro, if the King, acquainted with his innocence, had 
not timely refcued him from the impending danger, by fending fome of his great men 
to Ihelter him: fo this tempeft blew over without any damage. 

By thefe inftances we are deterred from meddling with the accurfed gods or devilifh 
ferpents, notwithftanding that we are frequently molefted by them : fince in hot fun- 
fhine weather (as if they were lovers of darknefs), they vifit us by five or fix together, 
creeping upon our chairs, benches, tables, and even our beds, and bearing us com¬ 
pany in fleep; and if they get a good place under our beds, and our fervants out of 
lazinefs do not turn up our bedding, they fometimes continue there feven or eight days, 
where they have alfo call their young. 

But when we are aware of thefe vermin, and do not defire to be troubled with them 
any longer, we need only call any of the natives, who gently carries his god out of 
doors; but if they happen to be gotten to the joift, or any high place of the houfes 
(which are here but one ftory), without a ftrong influence over the Negroes, they are 
not to be removed from thence; wherefore we are frequently obliged to let them ftay 
there till they come out themfelves. 

A fnake once came over my table, on which I daily ufed to eat, where he continued 
fourteen days, and though whenever I rofe I could eafily touch him, yet I could not 
find any perfon that would venture to take him away. But I was very well paid for 
his flaying afterwards; tor fome of the great men of Fida dining at my table one day, 
we happened to talk concerning the fnakes, and my eye glancing towards that which 
was over our heads, I told them, that lince that fnake had not eat any thing in four¬ 
teen days, he muft a; laft certainly die with hunger, if he did not fpeedily remove his 
quarters. But one of iny guefts anfwered me (and the reft confirmed what he faid). 
that though I was not aware of it, undoubtedly the fnake knew how to come at his 
part out of the difties: I fo well remembered this, that next day, coming to the King, 
I told him in prefence of the feme perfons, that one of his gods had made bold, though 
uninvited, to eat at my table for fourteen days ; wherefore it was but reafonable that I 
fliould be paid for his board, otherwife I fliould be obliged to difeharge this bold in¬ 
truder my houfe. The King, who was always diverted with fuch fort of difeourfe 
told me, that I fliould let the fnake alone in his place, for he would take care to pro¬ 
vide for me as well as the fnake; and indeed, not long after I got home, a very fine 
fat ox was brought me from the King, in order to fatisfy for what the fnake had eaten. 
At the feme rate, I would willingly have boarded all the gods of the land : and I believe 
fliould not have loft much by the bargain. 

But what is beft of all, is, that thefe idolatrous fnakes do not do the leaft mifehief in 
tne world to mankind ^ for if by chance in the dark one treads upon them, and they 
bite or fting him, it is not more prejudicial than the fting of the millepedes. Where¬ 
fore the Negroes would fain perfuade us* that it is good to be bitten or flung by thefe 
fnakes, upon the plea, that one is thereby fecured and protected from the fting of 
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any poifonous fnake: but here I am fomewhat dubious, and ihould be loath to venture 
on the credit of their affertions, becaufe I have obferved, that the gods themfelves are 
not proof againft thefe venomous ferpents, much lefs can they protect us from their 
bite. We fometimes obferve pleafant battles betwixt the idol and venomous fnakes 
which are not wanting here ; and perhaps thefe combats arife from the venomous fnakes, 
finding that the others are fo reverenced and idolized, which they think the more 
unreafonable, becaufe they are armed with poifon, on occafion, which the others are 
utterly void of. 

You mull fuppofe thefe ratiocinations and arguments to take place in ancient times, 
when beads talked, of which thefe venomous ferpents retain only an irreconcilable 
enmity againfl: the other, and accordingly attack them whenever they meet them; 
but herein they fall ihort of their defigh, and that with a great deal of reafon ; for it 
would indeed feem very odd, that a god fhould be obliged to drike to fuch ill-favoured 
creatures as they are. But I can affure you that is not the reafon; for the venomous 
ferpents being larger, and armed with dronger weapons than the other, would, without 
any refpefl: to their godhead, foon be too hard for them, if they were not always affli&ed 
by a legion or two of their worfhippers, who punilh the infolence of the other, that 
prefumes to attack their deity, with certain death. 

The fpecies of thefe idol ferpents here, are dreaked with white, yellow, and brown; 
and the bigged which I have feen here, is about a fathom long, and the thicknefs of 
a man’s arm. 

Thefe gods are very great lovers of rats’ flelh, and I have with pleafure frequently ob¬ 
ferved their rat-chace; but when they have caught their prey, they have at lead an hour’s 
work before they can get him into their bellies; for if you were to fee them, they are fo 
narrow-throated, that you would think it itnpodible for them to get a rat down ; but I 
have obferved, that whild they are engaged on their prey, their throat extends itfelf. 

If one of thefe fnakes happen to be under the tiling of a houfe, and a rat paffeth by 
him, he cannot poffibly catch him, not being able to difengage himfelf quick enough. 
This the rats feem to know ; for I have above one hundred times on an evening feen 
them run by a fnake thus engaged, and even mock him, whild he impatiently hided, 
and employed all his force to loofen himfelf, in order to come at them, but too late, 
for by that time they were all gone. 

If we are ever tired with the Natives of this country, and would fain be rid of them, 
we need only fpeak ill of the fnake, after which they immediately dop their ears and 
mn out of doors. But though this may be taken from an European that they like; 
yet, if a Negro of another nation fliould prefume to do it, he would run no fmall 
rifque. 

In cafe a fire breaks out and one of thefe fnakes comes to be burnt, each perfon that 
hears it is fure to dop his ears, and give money ; thereby giving to underdaiid, that it 
is one of the mod diftnal and (hocking things that he can hear; and this money is to 
reconcile him to the burnt god, of whom he hath been fo carelefs. And they farther 
believe, that though the fnake is burnt, he will yet quickly return, to revenge himfelf 
on thofe who have been the occafion of his death. 

In the year 1697, my brother-faftor Mr. Nicholas Poll (who then managed the 
flave-trade for our Company at Fida) had the diverfion of a very pleafant fcene. A 
hog being bitten by a fnake, in revenge, or out of love to god’s flelh, feized and de¬ 
voured him in fight of the Negroes, who were not near enough to prevent him. 
Upon this the priefls all complained to the King ; but the hog could not defend him¬ 
felf, and had no advocate; and the prieds, unreafonable enough in theiF requed, 
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begged of the King to publilh a royal order, that all the hogs in his kingdom Ihouid 
be forthwith killed, and the fwiny race extirpated, without fo much as deliberating 
whether it was reafonable to deftroy the innocent with the guilty. The King’s com¬ 
mand was publiflied all over the country. And in purfuance thereto, it was not a 
little diverting, to fee thoufands of Blacks armed with fwords and clubs to execute the 
order j while on the other fide no fmall number of thofe who were owners of the hogs 
were in like manner armed in their defence, urging their innocence, but all in vain. 
The flaughter went on, and nothing was heard but the difmal found of Kill, kill, 
which coft many an honeft hog his life, that had lived with an unfpotted character to 
his dying day. And doubtlefs the whole race had been utterly extirpated, if the King 
(who is not naturally bloody-minded), perhaps moved to it by fome lovers of bacon, 
had not recalled his order by a counter one, importing, that they Ihouid leave off 
killing the hogs, with the addition, that there was already enough of innocent blood 
fhed, and that their god ought to be appeafed with fo rich a facrifice. You may judge, 
whether this was not very welcome news to the remainder of the hogs, when they 
faw themfeves freed from fuch a cruel perfection. Wherefore they took particular 
care for the future, not to incur the fame penalty. 

Next time that I came to Fida, I found by the dearnefs of thefe beafts, that there 
had been a very great daughter of them. Thefe forts of tyrannies are frequent under 
defpotical governments, where the priefts are joint matters. But not too fall, left I 
fhould flip from beafts to men. 

Hitherto I have been talking of the Fidafian chiefeft god, or rather gods, by reafon 
of their number: but the other being of lefs confequence will take up much lefs time. 
The trees, which are the fecond-rate gods of this country, as I have already informed 
you, are only prayed to, and prefented with offerings, in time of ficknefs, more efpe- 
cially fevers, in order to reftore the patients to health. And this they believe to be as 
properly the tree’s bufinefs as the fnake’s: but, however, the fnake muft not be for¬ 
gotten ; for they imagine, and that truly enough, that if he does no good, he will at 
leaft do no harm. And hence I believe this nation would be eafily prevailed upon 
with the Athenians to worlhip the unknown God, if they could hope for any benefit 
by it. Befides this, they have other imaginary remedies at hand to cure difeafes; 
fuch are their facrificing to feveral junior or inferior deities; as alfo the killing and 
eating part of a man, which was practiced two or three years paft, on account of the 
King s ficknels; befides which, they practice feveral other extravagances, too tedious 
to be repeated. The fea comes in for the leaft lhare of divinity. When it rages and 
hinders our bringing our goods on Ihore, when no Ihips have been there for a long 
time, and they impatiently wait for them; on thefe occafions, they make great offer¬ 
ings to it, by throwing into it all forts of goods. But the priefts do not much encou¬ 
rage this fort of facrificing, by reafon there happens no remainder to be left for them. 
The former King of Great Ardra once caufed a great quantity of thefe offerings to be 
made to the fea ; and when he was informed by his fubje&s (for he muft not fee tile 
fea himfelf), that they all availed nothing, he grew very angry, and fell into as 
wild a fury as Xerxes, who caufed the fea to be whipped, becaufe he had been fo un- 
fortunate upon it. 

Having no more to fay concerning thefe two deities, before I put an end to this letter, 
I lhafl obferve to you, who are the performers of their divine fervice here. 

iheir religious offices are here celebrated by men and women together, both which 
are held in fuch high veneration amongft the Negroes, that they are not liable to capital 
pumihment for any crime whatfoever $ notwithitanding which, the prefent King, with 
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the con Cent of his grandees, ventured to break in upon this cuftom, but not without 
great caufe, and a preffmg neceffity; for one of thefe villains was engaged with the 
King’s brother in a confpiracy againft the kingdom and the King’s life, for which that 
prince ordered both his brother and the prieft to be killed together. 

The women which are promoted to the degree of priefteffes, though fome of them 
perhaps were but Haves before, are yet as much refpe&ed as the priefts, or rather 
more, mfomuch that they pride themfeives with the diftinguifhing name’ of God’s 
children j and as all other women are obliged to a flavifh fervice to their hufbands, 
thefe on the contrary exert an abfolute fway over them and their effects, living with 
them perfectly according to their arbitrary will and pleafure; befides which, their 
hulbands are obliged to fhew them fa much refpe&, as they received from their wives 
before their becoming prieftelfes, which is to fpeak to, and ferve them upon then- 
knees. For this reafon the moft fenfible Negroes will neither marry a prieftefs, nor 
eafily confent that any of their wives be raifed to that honour. But if notwithftanding 
it happens, they muft not oppofe it; for if they did, they would be called to a fevere 
account for it, and looked upon as men who endeavoured to ftop the common courfe 
of divine worfhip. 

To conclude the fubjeft of their religion, I muft add, that they have a fort of idea 
of hell, the devil, and the apparition of fpirits. And their notions concerning thefe 
are not very different from thofe of fome fimple people amongft us. As for hell, they 
beftow on it a fixed jlace under the earth, where the wicked and damned are punilhed 
with fire. 

For thefe three or four years laft paft, they have been very much confirmed in this 
belief. For an old forcerefs, that came from fome odd corner, hath told them ftrange 
things concerning hell; as, that Ihe faw feveral of her acquaintance there, and parti¬ 
cularly the laft captain of the Blacks, predeceffor to the prefent Captain Carter, who 
was there miferably tormented. In fliort, Hie faw fo much of hell, that Ihe was a fit 
match to di/pute with Don Ouevedo, who had the belt intelligence there. But Hie 
muft be owned to have the advantage of him, becaufe Ihe pretended to have been there 
in perfon, whereas his journey was but a vifion. 

Whilft I was here, there was alfo an Auguftine monk, which came from St.Thome, 
in order, if poflible, to convert'the Blacks to Chriftianity, but in vain. Polygamy is 
an obftacle which they cannot get over. As for all the other points, they might have 
get footing here, but the confinement to one wife is an infuperable difficulty. This 
prieft invited the King to be prefent at mafs, which he alfo did. And when I faw him 
next, afking him how he liked it, he faid very well, and that it was very fine; but 
that he chofe rather to keep to his Fetiche. This prieft, in my company, being once in 
difcourle with one of the King’s grandees, who was a witty man, faid in a menacing 
manner, “ That if the Fidafians continued their old courfe of life without repentance, 
they would unavoidably go to hell, in order to bum with the devilto which the 
fharp Fidafian replied, “ Our fathers, grandfathers, to an endlefs number, lived as we 
do, and worfhipped the fame gods as we do; and if they muft burn, therefore, 
patience, we are not better than our anceftors, and fliall comfort ourfelves with them.” 
After this the prieft left off, and perceiving that all his pains at Fida were like to be 
fruitlefs, he defired me to introduce him to the King to take his leave of him which I 
did Ihortly after. 

If the Negroes could read and underftand our books, I ffiould believe that this cap¬ 
tain had read the Friezeland Chronicle, where a parallel adventure betwixt a bifhop and 
a Friezeland King is related. It is now time to conclude; wherefore, &c. 
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LETTER XX. —In which, firjl, of the Fidafian Quadrupeds, viz. Oxen, Cows, Horfes , 
Sheep , Goats, and Hogs : fecondly, of their Fowls , which are only Turkeys, Ducks, 
and Chickens ; the Price of all the above-mentioned: next , concerning their three Sorts 
of Corn , and the Plenty of it; notwithjlanding which, Fida fometimes fuffers great 
Famines ; the remaining Fruits of the Earth are Potatoes, Jammes, or Beans, &c.; 
great Plenty of the firfi; of their Fruit Trees; the Fertility of Fida, and Fitnefsfor 
Plantations, and to produce Cotton, Indigo, and Sugar. — The Wars and Force of the 
F'tdafians; their Arms ; Great Ardra much more potent than Fida ; War of Great 
Ardra with an in-land King ; the Occafion of this War, which dejlroyed half the 
Country of Ardra, and made a cruel Slaughter of its Inhabitants ; Jakin fubjeSl to 

Great Ardra .— Of Offra, or Little Ardra, where our Companyformerly had a Lodge _ 

The Author's Departure from Fida ; his Arrival at Rio de Gabon. — Of the Gulf of 
Guinea, and its IJlands and Rivers, as Rio Form fa (beautiful River), otherwife called 
Rio de Benin , Rio Elrei , Camarones, Old and New Calbary ; the IJlands are Fernando 
Po, El Principe ( Prince's Ifland), and Corifco, divided into two , large and j,mall; 
Rio de Gabon, a fine , wide, and very good River ; two IJlands in it ; viftted by feveral 
Europeans, and wherefore they trade there ; few Inhabitants, ' which are, notwith¬ 
jlanding, divided into three Claffes ; their Poverty and Pride ; their great Brandy- 
Drinkers, and awkward in Trade ; how the King gets his Livelihood ; they are all 
well-Jbaped and clean-limbed Men ; their Occupation; Barrennefs of the Land there¬ 
abouts ; the River very full of Fiji) ; Defcription of the Nord Kapers, of which here 
are great Quantities ; on Land there are Abundance of Buffaloes, Elephants, and wild 
Swine ; hunting of them and an Elephant; a Skeleton of an Elephantfound ; Defcrip¬ 
tion of the Buffaloes ; one of our Men killed by them ; how they are Jhot by the Negroes. 

The Author's Departure from Gabon, and Arrival at Cabo Lopez di Gonfalvez, where 
is a good Road, Watering-place, and Wood for Fuel; the Trade here; Plenty of Fifh ; 
Departure from Cape Lopez; he falls upon, or below the JJland of St.Thome, which 
is defcribed; as alfo Ilha Annaboa, whither the Author alfo came after two Days* 
failing; failing along the Equinoctial, and the Cold there; Return to the upper Coajl, 
and to AJfmee; the Dwelling-place of the Negro baptized in France, to whom the 
French King was Godfather, and called him Lewis Hannibal; he paffed for King of 
Ajfyria, but was indeed only a wretched Slave. — Sailing to the Gold Coajl, where the 
Author's Companion, or Ship which failed with him, took an Interloper. — Arrival 
at Elmina, with which the Voyage, this Letter, and the whole Defcription of Guinea 
is concluded. 

Sir, 

SINCE my laft no veflels have arrived here from Europe, and confequently I received 
no letter from you; I fhall then at prefent in this, difpateh what I have left untouched 
concerning Fida in the former ; to which I fliall add a relation of a voyage that I made 
in 169S, from Fida to Rio de Gabon, Cabo Lopez, -Annaboa, and my return to 
Elmina, where it ended. 

Firft of all I am to fpeak of the cattle of the country of Fida; of which, firft of 
the tame quadrupeds, as oxen, cows, goats, fheep, and hogs, all which, in fhape, 
are not different from thofe of the Gold Coaft, but are much better, more flelhy, and 
of a more agreeable tafte, by reafon they have here very fine meadows, and as good 
grafs as in Europe : nor are they dear here; an ox or cow is to be bought for ten, a 
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good ftieep for two, a goat for one,^ and a hog for two rix-dollars. Nor are horfes 
wanting here, though they do not much excel thofe which I mentioned in my defcrip- 
tion of the Gold Coaft. When I was defigned to have took my journey by land to 
Elmina, I was provided with five or fix, each of which coft me fomewhat lefs than 
four pounds fterling, but they did me no manner of fervice, I being obliged to leave 
them behind me. 

Here, as well as on the Gold Coaft, is no great variety of tame fowl, there being 
only turkeys, ducks, and chickens; and of the two fir ft not many, but of the laft 
incredible plenty; which, though fmall, are yet very fat and good, the price being 
about fixpence each; the price of our goods, reckoned for as money, they are not 
above three-pence each. But if anybody would buy in provifion cheap, he muft 
bring two or three cafes of long pipes with him, for he may put off every pipe for the 
worth of two-pence, or fometiines four-pence; fo that for three pipes one may have 
the bell pullet that is to be bought. 

There are not very many large wild beafts about Fida; but there are, farther in¬ 
land, elephants, buffaloes, tigers, and feveral forts of deer in great abundance; and 
there are alfo fome of the laft fort at Fida; but the country there being fo populous, 
and clofe inhabited, there are not many. Here are alfo a fort of hares. But this whole 
country feems covered with wild fowl: here are geefe, ducks, fiiipes, and twenty other 
fort of edible birds, all which are very good and very cheap. 

When, over-night, we give a Negro orders to go a Ihooting, we have, againft next 
day noon, without fail, one or two dilhes of wild fowl, which we can pay for with a 
dozen of pipes; and this is fo infallible, that we can at pleafure promife a good treat 
of wild fowl not yet caught. 

Here are fuch prodigious abundance of turtle-doves throughout the whole country, 
that my affiftant, who was a good markfman, would undertake to fhoot one hundred 
in one day, betwixt fix and nine in the morning, and three and fix in the afternoon, 
which is barely fix hours in all. 

Befides edible fowl, here are alfo a fufficient number of birds of prey, which may 
ferve for ornament, though not fuch great variety as on the Gold Coaft. The crown- 
bird comes from hence, as alfo another bird, whofe body is about as big as a chicken, 
his legs and neck Ihort, his eye and eye-lids hairy, like thofe of men, his bill Ihort and 
thick, his colour is black and bine intermixed, his legs and bill are very ftrong, and 
therefore very fit for preying. 

If I Ihould fay any more of the feathered kind, I fliould be obliged to repeat what 
I have formerly faid, which I believe you are as little defirous of as myfelf; fo that 
now I come to the product ot the earth; and firft of corn, of which we are here pro¬ 
vided with three forts : the firft: is the great Milhio, which is not fo large a grain as that 
on the Gold Coaft, but as good, notwithftanding which the Negroes do not make 
bread of it, but file it in the brewing of beer, for which reafcn not much of it is 
fown. 

Small Milhio, or Maize, which is like that on the Gold Coaft, is what chiefly ferves 
to employ this nation. It is fowed twice each year, though much more at one time 
than the other. In the belt tilling rime the land is fo thickly fown, that, as I have before 
hinted, fcarcely a foot-path is left unplanted, whence we may fuppofe prodigious quan¬ 
tities are produced ; but notwithftanding this, at the end of the year, they rather fall 
Ihort of what they want than have any overplus, which is partly occafioned by their 
being fo very populous, and partly by their felling very large quantities to both the 
Popoes and the neighbouring countries. For which reafon one barren year occafions 
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an incredible famine here, and fometimes free-men here have fold themfelves for vic¬ 
tuals ; others fet their flaves free, perfectly difcharging them of their flavery, becaufe 
they could not keep them in victuals.. An Englilli fliip, which was here at"that time, 
got his whole fliip full of flaves, without parting with any other merchandize than 
victuals, with which he very luckily had abundantly provided himfelf. When he had 
filled his fliip full of flaves, he went to the Portuguefe iflands, where he afrefh ftored 
himfelf with provifions for his goods. 

Here is alfo a third fort of Milhio, like the laft, which doth not grow on ftalks but 
like oats in Holland. Its grain is reddifli, and rauft continue in the ground feven or 
eight months before it is full ripe. This is not eaten, but mixed with the great Milhio* 
to brew withal, becaufe the Negroes firmly believe that it ftrengthens the beer. 

The Negro women are very well {killed in brewing good beer, one fort of which 
is fo ftrong, that it doth not give place to our ftrong beers in Holland j and the price 
of this is much higher than the comftion fort, for iuftead of three-pence a pottle for 
the common fort, you are obliged to pay a rix-dollar for the fame quantity of this. 
All people here, the flaves not excepted, drink only beer, for water they will not 
drink, becaufe it is drawn out of wells twenty or thirty fathom deep, and but fix or 
eight foot wide, fo that no fun can reach it, which renders it raw and cold as ice and 
confequently very unwholefome in this hot country ; for drinking it but few days onlv 
bnngs an unavoidable fever ; and the good beer being too hot, an European cannot do 
better than mix them in equal quantities, whereby he will have a pleafant and whole- 
fome drink* 

There is not one oven in this whole country, by reafon the Negroes never ufe them 
but always boil their bread. gNR 

Potatoes are what they commonly eat, inftead of bread, with all forts of victuals 
and here is fiich abundant plenty of them, that I believe the whole Coaft doth not pro¬ 
duce a like number. ^ 

Here are alfo Jamines, but neither in fuch plenty nor fo good as on the Gold Coaft 
nor are they much efteemed here. 7 
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only feeds and young plants ; for I dare aver, that not only all forts of African, but 
feveral European fruits, might be produced here. 

j* I tried here the fowing of cabbage, carrots, turnips, Spanifh raddifh, raddifhes, 
parfley, &c. and found they grew forward, and ripened as well as in Europe : fc that 
it is unhappy that this land, as well as the Gold Coaft, is not inhabited by fome Eu¬ 
ropeans ; for here might be planted the fineft falad gardens in the world. And I be¬ 
lieve this foil is as fit for plantations of fugar-canes and indigo, efpecially of the laft, as 
any other part of the globe. 

Indigo is already very plentiful here, and befides, if it doth not exceed that of Alia 
and America, it yet equals it: all the cloaths of the inhabitants are died with it, but 
being ignorant of the true way of ufing it, they wafte four times as much in the dying 
of a cloth as would really do it; and the indigo fpent in dying it, would yield more 
with us than their whole cloth is worth. 

Having proceeded thus far in the defcription of Fida, its pleafant fituation, cattle, 
fruits, and the nature of their inhabitants, I {hall, by way of fupplement and conclu- 
fion, fay fomething of their wars and ammunition. 

As for the! fir ft, they may be thought perhaps very potent, fince they can eafily 
bring two hundred thoufand men into the field; notwithstanding which, they are fo 
weak and heartlefs, that they would not venture on five thoufand well-armed men, 
though but Negroes of the Gold Coaft, nor fcarcely Hand before them; for which feveral 
reafons might be given; as firft, they are fo ftrongly bent to trade and agriculture, 
that they never think of war. 

Secondly, they want able commanders j for if they are forced into the field, they 
entruft the command of their whole army to a worthless perfon, never Handing for any 
proof of his courage. 

Thirdly, and chiefly, their common fear of death renders them fo incredibly cow¬ 
ardly, that moll of them fet to running before the enemy appears. 

As I have told you, the command of the army is entrulied to an ordinary perfon, 
whilft the captains and chief men out of fear ftay at home j but if it happens that any 
of them is endowed with any portion of courage, and goes into the field, affairs go 
fome what better ; but with the other general, by whom the inferiors will not be com¬ 
manded, they are very unfuccefsful: for thefe heroes no fooner perceive any thing 
coming againft them, but they expeft fafety from their feet; and being at leaft as fond 
of life as the reft, it is commonly obferved that the general gets home before the fol- 
diers, if he be but moderately nimble, without troubling himfelf, in general flights, 
what becomes of his army. 

But he is yet allured of one thing, which is, that his men will not ftay long behind j 
but for their own fecurity, certainly follow his example. Hence you may judge what 
heroes they are in attacking other countries; but to fay truth, they fliow fomewhat more 
courage in the defence of their own country, as long as is poflible; confirming the old 
proverb, that every dog will bark in his own kennel. 

This cowardice is not particular to the Fidafians, but the natives of Ardra are full 
as bad ; wherefore they never fight againft each other with their own forces, but hire 
the Gold Goaft Negroes for that purpofe, of which the natives of Aquamboe are gene¬ 
rally firft at hand ; but if Coto and Popo were united, by reafon of their nearer neigh¬ 
bourhood, they would be more proper. 

The arms of the Fidafe and of all Ardra confift in a few mufquets, bows and arrows, 
fine and well made hangers, ft rang and beautiful Aflaguays; but the principal wea¬ 
pons, and on which they moft depend, are a fort of clubs, about a yard long, and five 
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or fix inches thick, very round and even, except a knot at the bottom, the breadth of 
a hand, and three fingers* thick. Every man is provided with five or fix of thefe. 

Thefe clubs are made of very heavy wood, and they are fo dexterous in the throwing 
of them, that they can fling them feveral paces and hit their enemy, and wherever it 
falls, it bruifos very much and breaks their limbs; wherefore the Gold Coaft Negroes 
are almoft as much afraid of thefe devililh weapons as of a mufquet itfelf. 

Having informed you of the mod obfervable particulars of the country of Fida and 
Ardra, I might indeed hint fonie things of lefs importance, as concerning the differences 
betwixt Fida and Ardra; but it not being worth while, entirely fteppingover it, I fhall 
only give you the following account of Great Ardra. 

The King of Great Ardra, with all his dependant countries, is twenty times as ftrong 
as he of Fida, and yet hath not the courage to make war againlt him, though they live 
in perpetual enmity. 

Farther in-land are yet more potent kingdoms than this ; but I know nothing, or at 
moft but very little, of them; except that while I was here, one of their ambaffadors 
came to the King of Great Ardra, to advertife him from his matter, that feveral Ardra- 
lian Negroes had been with, and made complaints to him, and to advife him to take 
care that his viceroys treated thefe poor men more gently; or elfe, much againft his 
will, he fhould be obliged to come to their afiiftance, and take them into his protection. 

The King of Great Arda, inftead of making a proper ufe of this wholefome advice, 
laughed at it; and in further defpight to that King, murdered his ambaffador ; upon 
which he was fo violently as well as jultly enraged, that with utmott expedition he 
caufed an army (by the Fidafians augmented to the number of ten hundred thoufand 
men) to fall into their -country ; and thefe being all horfed, and a warlike nation, in a 
ihort time mattered half the King of Ardra*s territories, and made fuch a Daughter 
amongft his fubje&s, that the number of the dead being innumerable, was commonly 
expreffed by faying they were like the grains of corn in the field. 

The Fidafians reported to me of the mentioned people, that it was cuftomary in their 
wars, to cut off all the privities of 11 aughtered enemies, and carry them off with them ; 
as alfo, that none durft prefume to take an enemy prifoner, that was not furnilhed with 
one hundred of thefe trophies. This looks very fabulous, infomuch that though it is 
confirmed to me by oaths, I do not affirm it for truth. But it is certain that the 
Daughter was prodigioufly great; and that the general of this great army, contenting 
himfelf therewith, returned home, expecting to be very well received by his matter, 
but found himfelf mittaken; for the King, as a reward of his heroic expedition, caufed 
him to be hanged on a tree; becaufe, according to his order, he did not bring the 
perfon of the King of Great Arda along with him; on whom, and not his fubje&s, he 
aimed his revenge. 

You may pleafe to obferve what mifehiefs this prince brought on himfelf, and alfo 
that the law of nations is as well ohferved among thefe heathens as us Europeans; for 
this great monarch did not account himfelf fatisfied by the death of fo many thoufand 
men for the murder of his ambaffador, but would rid the world of the particular occa¬ 
sion of it: which, whether he afterwards did, I have not yet heard ; but I believe he 
will content himfelf with the blood already Died. 

This nation ttrikes fuch a terror into all the circumjacent Negroes, that they can 
fcarcely hear them mentioned without trembling; and they tell a thoufand ftrange 
things of them. 

Four miles eaftward of Fida, is the land of Jakin; which I have already faid, is 
tinder Great Ardra; by whofe Fhidalgo it is at prefent governed. 

2 A little 


bosmak’s guinea. 


597 

A little lower, but farther in-land, lies the land of Offra, called Little Ardra by the 
Europeans, where our company many years fince had a lodge and a factor, and drove 
a confiderable trade; but fince our factor was killed, and the land laid wafte by the 
Popoeans, we have not been there ; and the country hath moftly lain wild and untitled; 
in which date it will probably continue feveral years : for the Kings of Great Ardra and 
Fida are at ftrife for the maftery of it, each being defirous to appoint his viceroys, and 
yet neither of them dare begin. 

But to leave them difputing, and go aboard the fhip called Staden Land (city and 
country), in which I failed from Fida on the 14th of Auguft, 1698, fteering towards 
Rio de Gabon, where in eleven days we arrived, without meeting any thing remark¬ 
able in our paffage. We had a continual frelh gale, but were obliged moftly to bear 
up to the wind, otherwife we had reached perhaps in eight days. 

Before I come to fpeak of Rio de Gabon, I would fay fomething of the gulf of 
Guinea, by which name it is belt known to the Europeans. It extends from Ardra to 

Cape Lopez, in length-— miles. Betwixt thefe two extremities are feveral fine large 

rivers, by which means we keep trade alive herewith our yatchs; the commodity which 
we get there being elephants’ teeth, of which this countiy produces a great quantity. 

The trading-places are Rio Formofa (or beautiful river), otherwife called Rio de 
Benin, from the great kingdom of that name. Next is Rio de Elrei or King’s River, 
and Camarones, together with Old and New Calbary. Of the firft river I hope before 
long to be mafter of a defcripfion, which you are then to expeft. 

In the gulf of Guinea lie alfo four iflands, called El Principe or Prince’s Ifiand; the 
ifle of Fernando Po; and Corifco divided into two, the Greater and Leffer, 

At Great Corifco, our Company had fome years paft a fettled trading lodge; but it 
lying too far diftant, and not turning to a very great account, we left it, and have not 
been there fince. 

Corifco are two very agreeable illands, and the land fo low, that at a diftance the 
multitudes of trees there, feemed planted in the water, and afforded a very pleafant 
profpe£h 

The ifiand of Fernando Po is inhabited by a favage and cruel fort of people, which 
he that deals with ought not to truft. I neither can nor will fay more of them. 

The Prince’s Ifiand was, at the latter end of the fifteenth century, fubjedl to a con¬ 
fiderable merchant of Amfterdam; but by reafon of the diffenfion of our countrymen, 
and the treachery of the Portuguefe (Its firft mailers), we were obliged to quit it. And 
at prefent the Portuguefe Company have built a ftrong fort there, and indifferently well 
peopled the ifiand, which is fertile and well fituated$ or at leaft the Portuguefe till it fo 
well, that it yields them vaft quantities of provifions, which they fell to all fhips for 
money, befides which they can alfo ftore their own fhips very plentifully. 

All forts of fhips which have been to fetch flaves touch here, or at the Qther Portu- 
guefe iflands, in order to take in rcfrefhments; except only our Company’s vefiels, 
which avoid it (I believe) out of a groundlefs jealoufy, that when our matters of veflels 
come to thefe iflands, they fhould drive a clandeftine trade to the prejudice of our com¬ 
pany ; but in reality, at Annaboa, the chief of thefe ifles, nothing elfe is to be gotten 
but bare refrefhments, as well for our own people as the flaves; and of what afliuance 
and advantage this would be to our Company, I leave to thofe who have experienced it 
only, to determine. It is morally certain, that fo many of the flaves would not ficken 
and die, if they were fometimes furnifhed with refrefhments. But the directors of the 
Company are otherwife informed, on what grounds l know 
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why our veffels do not touch here, may be either unknown, or unfit to be known by 
ine: and leaving it fo, I come to Rio de Gabon. 

This river is fituated fifteen miles from Cabo Lopez di Gonfalvez, or the utmoit 
point of the gulf of Guinea ; and it is fo famous, that no nation which ever failed to 
this part of Africa, can be unacquainted with it. It is a very fine river, and above two 
miles over at the mouth. 

Having paffed three or four miles up this river, we come to two ifiands, one of which 
' takes its name from the King, and the other from the prince of this river; two great 
lords. But they both are defolate and wild : for pure fear of each other, the King 
hath left one, and the prince the other ; each of them living at prefent upon a particular 
branch of the river, of which branches here are a great number. 

For fome miles this river is navigable with fmall fhips, but I cannot exaftly tell you 
how wide it vs, or how far its courfe extends in-land. Several fhips (as I have juft told 
vou) vifit this river, on account as well of the trade which is driven here, as of its 
convenient fituation for the cleaning and refitting of veffels: thofe that come hither on 
the laft account, unlade their heavy baggage, as guns, anchors, water-barrels, &c. 
on Prince’s Ifland; and by help of a flowing tide, get their fhips as far on land as 
pofiible, that by means of the ftrong ebb they may be on a fort of dry ground, and 
thereby obtain an opportunity of repairing them all round. But this is not very ad- 
vifable with great lhips, by reafon they may eafily get fome mifchief by lying dry : 
and one of our cruizers that failed in company with me, would not run the hazard of 
it; but chofe rather to fatten his fhip to ours, by which means he could come even at 
her keel to clean her, which was confequently better than to lay her dry. 

The trade of this river confifts in elephants’ teeth, wax, and honey, and isfometimes 
indifferently quick, efpecially if no fhips have been there lately; which feldom hap¬ 
pens, for the Zealand interlopers vifit it the whole year round, in order to cleanfe 
their fhips and ftore themfelves with water and wood, and trade withal as long as they 
are there: but their chief aim is cleaning their fhips and trading, for they can have 
water and wood as well at Cape Lopez as here. 

Any perfon that never was here before, mutt; be amazed at the unevennefs of the 
bottom of this river in failing into it, for in one place we have ten, immediately fifteen, 
then five, and prefenrty twelve fathom water, as if the mouth of the river were filled 
up with rocks. The ebb is here fo ftrong, that even with a good wind it is fcarcely 
pofiible to fail into the river, but we are obliged to wait till flood. I made a trial of 
this myfelf, but we were flopped in the mouth, and had enough to do to bear up 
againft the ebb with full fail, lofing more ground than we gained, and could not get 
in before the flood. The inhabitants of this river, though but a fmall number, are 
yet divided into three claffes; one of which is with the King, the other with the prince, 
and the third trouble themfelves with neither, but live quietly. The two former are 
always warring againft each other, but not in open field ; for which purpofe I do not 
believe them ftrong enough, but they fallon and rob one another by night, and at un- 
feafonable times, and return home with either the booty or blows which they get. 
Thefe people are the moft wretchedly poor and miferable that I think I ever faw; and 
befides, to augment their miferies, they are fo very proud, that they thereby become 
the more ridiculous ; efpecially if the reafon of their vanity be looked into, which is 
barely a Dutch name, there being none of them that come on board of us that want 
one, with which they immediately make us acquainted, imagining we value them the 
more on that account; and are very well pleafed with us for calling them by their 
borrowed name. 
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Exceffive brandy-drinking feems the innate vice of all Negroes, but thefe are mofi 
accurate proficients^ and really herein exceed all others that I have ever converfed 
with. They confume in this all they can come at. They will fend an indifferent large 
elephant’s tooth for this liquor, which they will drink out before they part; nay, 
fometimes before they fo much as go out of the ftiip. If one chance to get but a mouthful 
more than another, and they are half drunk, they immediately fall on fighting, with¬ 
out any refpefl; to the King, prince, or prieft, who, on fuch an occafion, lay about them 
brilkly with their fills, that they may not be accufed of being idle fpe&ators. Thefe 
heroes are fo warm and vigorous at their work, that hats, perukes, coats, or whatever 
they have, are thrown overboard. 

Perhaps you may be lurprized that thefe poor wretches Ihould wear hats, perukes, 
tic. which they do in a very particular difmal manner. Formerly a great trade was 
driven here in old perukes by our failors. For thefe they got whatever they pleafed of 
thefe people, as wax, honey, parrots, monkeys, and all forts of refrelhments. But 
for thefe four years fo many merchants of thefe forts of goods, have been here, that the 
failor fwears the trade is utterly fpoiled; and though his prime flock colls him nothing, 
yet it doth not at prefent turn to account. 

The bell quality in thefe people is, that as great lovers of brandy as they are, they 
yet are not very nice, for I have feen fome of our men give them brandy half lengthened 
out with water; and fot proof they told me, there was a little Spanilh foap clapped 
into it, and the fcura of the foap paffed on them for the proof ; and they praifed this 
brandy as fo extraordinary good, that they would willingly have laid in a Hock of it. 

I defigned when I came into this river, to have traded for fome ivory and wax for 
our Company ; and had brought feveral goods with me to that end, but found them 
fo very troublefome that I could not have patience to deal with them; and there being 
another of the Company’s fhips here, which alfo had orders to trade, I left it wholly 
to them, being very glad that I was fo cheaply rid of them. And thefe wretches ap¬ 
peared the worfe to me, becaufe I was ufed to deal with fuch civil Negroes at Fida for 
an hundred times more than the commerce of this place. For to fell one tooth, they 
would fometimes haggle a whole day ; go five or fix times away and come again; afk 
and bid as if they were on a filh-market, and come to no refolution. 

As great lovers of brandy as they are, they will not yet, when they firlt come on 
board and are alked to drink, touch a drop before they have received a prefent. And 
if we Ihould happen to Hay too long before we give them any thing, they will boldly 
afk if we imagine that they will drink for nothing ; h not being fufficient to content 
this wretched crew that they drink up our liquor for nothing, but they mull befides 
be hired to it, as though they thereby did us a very great honour; and he that intends 
to trade here, mull humour them herein, or he fliall not get one tooth on board. Thus 
the merchant which would trade here, ought to be very well armed with Job’s weapon, 
without which nothing is to be done. 

After I had given over the trade, a ftrange troop of Negroes came on board me, to 
whom I prefented fome brandy, and would have caufed them to be carried to our 
other fltip : but thefe gentlemen would not drink before I made them a prelent, which 
I had no mind to do, wherefore they marched out of my cabin; but underflanding 
that I did not defign to trade, they all very humbly returned, begging what I before 
offered them ; but I told them I was not at leifure, and they went off without any thing. 

They are very ready to make us prefents at our firft arrival, but much readier to 
receive others in requital from us: and when we happen to be too flow, they alk where 
is our counrer-prefent, or they will take their own back again ; which, without making 
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much ado, they eafily do, if our prefents be not worth more than theirs. In (hort, 
thefe are men which no otherwife differ from beafts than in ftiape. 1 heir cloathmg 
is like that of other Negroes, but very poor and wretched: for they deal with our men 
for all their old coats, Ihirts, breeches, &c. and all other old cloaths ; and when drefled 
in them, think themfelves very fine. 

As to what farther relates to their manners, I lhall not fay much became I am unac¬ 
quainted with them; but if you take what hath been already faid for a fpecimen, you 
may eafily form an idea of the remainder. 

I do not believe they have much religion. I have obferved them to be very luper- 
ftitious, and that as well as others they have great numbers of idols ; but of what fort 
they are, or what they believe concerning them, I was not able to obferve in my fliort 

ftav here* 

That their government is not extraordinary, I obferved from the finall refpeft they 
fliewed each other; whence, without fear of herefy, I dare conclude, that every 
free perfon lives here for himfelf, without much troubling himlelf with King or 
prince; and that thofe gentlemen have only the bare name of royalty, without the leaft 
fiiadow of the thing itfelf. 

The prefent King, like an honeft man, in order to rub through the world, follows 
the trade of a ftnith to get his bread j not neglecting other perquisites, the chiefeft of 
which is letting his wives at a reafonable price to the Europeans during their ftay there; 
notwithftanding which he is, as all the reft are, a very poor man. 

They are moftly large, robuft, well lhaped men. They befmear their bodies with 
elephants and buffaloes’ fat, and a certain fort of red colour, which makes them ftink 
abominably ; efpecially the women, which one can hardly come near without turning 
lick. And yet they venture to drive a public trade with their bodies, expofing their 
favours to fale at a very cheap rate: and where they fear no danger, they will readily 
relieve the languishing lover for a knife or a trifle of that value. But thofe who engage 
with thefe ladies muft be very fond of new faces, for if a man happen to be the leaft 
nice or fqueamilh, he will fufEciently wind them at twelve fcore yards, to deter him 
from any nearer approaches. But the cafe is different with a common failor, who is 
content with every thing that is but woman. 

I am apt to think that the molt part of the inhabitants depend chiefly on hunting 
and filhery; for I do not believe that they trouble themfelves with agriculture, nor did 
I fee any corn or Milhio during my ftay here; but inftead of that I daily faw them eat 
immature Banacas roafted at the fire. They had alfo Jammes, potatoes, .and finall 
beans, but in no great plenty. 

The land doth not feem very fertile or fit to produce corn or other fruits of the 
earth; at leaft, what I have feen of it, which is from the mouth of the river to the 
Prince’s Ifland. But as for thofe fruits which grow on trees, thefe have great plenty 
of them; wherefore I believe that their Banana is, befides what they eat with it, the 
ftaff of their life. This river is prodigioufly flocked with all forts of good fifli, and I 
allure you we purfued them very clofely, and catched fo many that we abundantly 
ftored ourfelves for our whole voyage. 

The Negro's manner of filhing here, is very diverting ; for palling along the river- 
fide in a canoe, and perceiving a filh, they inftantly dart an Affaguay at him, which is 
fo certain a way, that by means of their dexterity, it very feldom miffed. 

Before the mouth of Rio de Gabon, we daily obferved fhoals of large unweildy filh, 
which we call Noord Kapers, or Northern Capers, though they look more like a fpe- 
cies of whales, which, if they, are not, it is certain they are not many removes From 
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them. Thefe fifii we gueffed to be about forty foot long, but 1 believe 1 have feen 
fome longer. They came fo near our fliip, that we could eafily reach them with a 
long pole, fuppofing them to continue (till. If we had a good flioal of thefe fifo, and 
could brace them to, and guide them before our foips, as we do horfes to our waggons, 
I doubt not but we fliould always run a fwift courfe. 

But to leave this diverfion to Neptune, and return to our fubjeft. 

They fwim chiefly on the furface of the water, having a young one or two near 
them, who, fpringing up to the top of the water, in imitation of their dam, mount 
above water. They blow up the water with very great violence, and put the fea in as 
great a ferment as a (hip under fail; and in fpouting of water they would eafily outdo 
the beft water-works at Fontainbleau ; and it is not lefs diverting than rare, to fee a 
number of thefe fifties together. 

The. land about this river incredibly abounds with wild beafts, efpecially elephants, 
buffaloes, and wild-boars. 

As foon as we had difpatched our affairs at Prince’s Ifland, and careened our fhip, 
we failed down the river again, in order to anchor at the Sand Punt, i. e. Sand Point, 
or Zuidhoeck; i. e. South Nook \ and provide ourfelves with water, which is better 
there than at Cape Lopez. Being advanced about an Englilh mile from this place, 
we got fight of an elephant, which, taking the fame courfe with us, walked very gently 
along the river-fide to the before-mentioned place; where, accompanied with my cap¬ 
tain and fome of my fervants, we ftepped into a boat and landed together, and imme¬ 
diately fet upon the elephant; but after having purfued him very hard for an hour, we 
could not overtake him, but loft fight of him in a wood. 

At the writing hereof I tremble to think what a rifle we ran, and what danger we 
were in j for not being above ten or twelve ftrong, and not half of us provided with 
good fire-arms, we fliould have attacked this elephant, if we could have come at him; 
fondly imagining to have fetched him down with two or three foots, which I have 
fince found was what two or three hundred men could fcarce do: thus we all had 
reafon to thank heaven that we did not overtake this beaft; for if we had, if not all, 
yet at leaft fome of us, had been left dead on the fpot. 

In our return we met five elephants together, who, looking on us, I fuppofe thought 
us not worth their anger, and therefore l'uffered us to pafs them without the leaft dif- 
-turbance; and we owning them ftronger than we, were very well pleafed, and after 
pulling off our hats in grateful acknowledgement of their civility, went on our way. 

We lay three days ftill before this place, during which time, having no other em¬ 
ployment, I went every morning on foore in order to fall upon fome of the wild beafts, 
but not elephants; which I had in a fort fufficiently forfworn fince our laft adventure. 
But the wild fwine afforded us the mod; diverfion, and were what we chiefly intended 
to exercife ourfelves on: and accordingly the fecond day that we came on foore, we 
were fo fortunate as to meet a troop of above three hundred. We begun immediately 
to hunt them with utmoft fury, but having four legs to our two, they were too nimble 
for us, fo that they foon got out of our reach; except only one, which we cut off from 
his companions, and fobefet him, that he feemed obliged to pay dear for lagging, fince 
there was no other way of flying left him than into a thicket, in which we purfued him 
fo clofe, that in a very foort time he was likely to fall into our hands. 

But he efcaped us in the following manner: being come into the midft of the thicket, 
as though we had been in a well-built garden-houfe or bower, we found a fkeleton of 
an elephant j and the furprize of this adventure detained us from the purfuit of the 
wild-boar, in order to examine this fkeleton nicely; which we found entire with the 
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teeth affixed to his head, which I caufed to be taken out and weighed, their weight 
being feventy pounds j I meafured his legs, and found the fore, three, and the hind, 
four foot; the head alfo four foot; and the remainder of the body proportionable; 
whence you may conjefture how large he was when living and covered with flefh. 

The two firft days being paft in fruitlefs elephant and wild boar chace, we defigned 
to fpend the third in the latter fport; but when we came on ffiore, we found that their 
place was taken up by about one hundred buffeloes; not being difcouraged we run at 
them, and being come near a parcel of eighteen or twenty, we prefented them with half 
a dozen bullets, but I believe did not hurt one of them : they all flood ftill, and feemed 
to look very angrily on us, confulting, I fuppofe, whether they fhould punifli our info- 
lence or not, but fince none of them was wounded, it palled in the negative, and we 
efcaped free. Thefe buffeloes were red, with ftraight horns extended backwards, about 
the fize of an ox ; as they ran they feemed lame behind, but that did not hinder their 
being very fwift. 

The Negroes informed us, that when thefe beafts are fhot, and not mortally wounded, 
they fly at the men and kill them. We the eafier believe this, becaufe about ten years 
paft, our men going a buffelo-hunting here, one of them being too forward,' let fly at a 
buffelo, but was immediately feized, and had been killed by him, if one of his comrades 
had not come to his affiftance; who notwithftanding, firing at the buffelo, was fo unhappy 
as to mifs him and mortally wound his companion, and the buffelo foon trod out the 
final! remainder of the fnuff of his life. This unhappy accident agreeing with the Ne¬ 
gro’s report, made us rejoice that we had met with fuch good-natured buffeloes; and 
immediately refolved never for the future to attempt the elephant and buffelo chace, 
which refolution, in order to be remembered, was regiftered in its proper place. 

The Negroes, to prevent fuch misfortunes, go more warily to work. They firft 
obferve the place where the buffeloes refort in the evening, and place themfelves on a 
high tree, and as foon as the buffelo comes, they flioot at him from thence. If they kill 
him, and there is no danger below, they come down, and affifted by fome of their 
companions, carry off their game; but if they have not hit the buffelo they fit ftill, and 
keep out of danger ; by which means they Ihoot feveral. 

The buffelo’s flefh here is very good, and by reafon of the meadow-ground about the 
Sant Punt, fat enough. 

This is all that I could poffibly obferve in my fixteen days flay here. Our cruifer, after 
having taken in fome wood, came to us, and we failed together out of the river, and 
three days after anchored at Cape Lopez di Gonfalvez; which, as I have before in¬ 
formed you, is the uttermoft point of the gulf of Guinea, fituate in fome few minutes 
of fouth latitude, and Gabon is exaftly under the equino&ial line. A little fouth of 
Cape Lopez, begins the country of Angola, which ftretches /everal degrees fouth ward. 
This point or cape is as much or more vifited by fliips than Gabon; for moft of the 
lhips laden with Haves, come hither to ftore themfelves with water and wood, with both 
which it always abounds, and the inhabitants have always quantities of the latter ready 
cut, which they fell fo cheap, that we commonly do not give above a bar of iron for a 
whole fathom of it; and water we have for fetching from a very convenient place near 
the fea-fide. We generally indeed pay for the liberty of fetching water, to the King, 
or he who calls himfelf fo, three or four knives, and a bottle of malt fpirits; but this is 
rather our civility than any thing elfe, fince there is no fliip fo fmall, as that it could not 
furniffi itfelf with water and wood by force. But this would, in my opinion, be very 
unreafonable, fince the natives deferve fome reward for their trouble; and it would alfo 
render it very inconvenient to other lhips that came after us for the Negroes finding 
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we did not pay them, would not be very fond of felling more wood, on which account 
It is far the better way to content them with a trifle. 

The trade here, as well as at Rio de Gabon, confifis in elephants 5 teeth, wax and 
honey, with which it abounds; but by reafon of the multitude#of (hips which daily 
touch here, not much is to be expected \ yet one of our yatchs this very year dealt for 
betwixt three and four thoufand weight of elephants 5 teeth, as well as wax, and at other 
times for larger quantities. 

At Cape Lopez there are a few houfes, in which the inhabitants live as long as any 
(hips are there ; but their proper dwelling-place is a little beyond this point, upon a 
river which is called Olibatte. Thp principal men, or grandees, diftinguifh themfelves 
by the names of king, prince and admiral, though, like thofe of Gabon, they are obliged 
to be contented with the name only; and indeed the inhabitants of both places agree 
fo exaftly, that I do not believe the leaft difference is obfervable betwixt their manner 
of living ; except only, that the latter are far more civil and converfable than the former. 

I do not think it neceffary to fay any more concerning this place, than that the fhips 
here meet with a good road, if they are but fo cautious as to avoid fome fand-banks 
which are hereabouts, which yet are not dangerous in good weather, fmee they are 
paffable without damage at high-water, as we experienced. 

I have already told you, that the river Gabon is plentifully ftored with fifh. But 
this place is enriched with prodigious fhoals, that our cruder one morning, calling his 
net, caught Rich a vafl quantity as would have fufficed ten fhips. 

After having palled three days at this Cape, we heaved in our anchor and fet fail, 
defigning for the Hie of Annaboa; but the ftrong tide, which at this time of the year winds 
in a ferpentine manner towards the north, carried us below St,Thome, an ifland be¬ 
longing to the Portuguefe; which affords me an opportunity to impart to you fome „ 
particulars concerning it, after having acquainted you, that though our fhips were cleaned, 
and in good failing condition, we yet were driven above half a degree northward ; but 
another of our Company's (hips, which I had laden with Oaves at Fida, and departed 
thence three weeks before me, came the third time to anchor with me at Cape Lopez, 
and told us 3 that he had been in one degree and a half fouth latitude ; but that the 
vehemence of the tide had (which is fcarcely credible) in one night driven him through 
the Line -exactly before Gabon. 

The Hie of bt.Thomc (and not of St.Thomas, as fome would have it, that being 
in America in the Danes 5 poffefTion) was formerly in our hands, and we were obliged to 
quit it by the continual treachery of the Portuguefe, which fatigued our men, and by 
the great mortality which then afflicted them, in which fo many of our countrymen died, 
that this iiland in Europe went by the name of the Dutch Church-yard. 

The Portuguefe, though more ufed to this fcorchiug air, prove at this very time, that 
it is a very unwholfome country, great quantities of them dying, and very few living to 
a great age. 

The natural reafon of which, in my opinion, feems to be, firft, the fcorching heat, 
which continues here the whole year ; for one point of it being iituated juft under the 
Line, it is eafy £0 conceive, that the greateft part of the year muft be intolerably hot. 

Secondly, that this iiland chiefly confifts of hills, the valleys betwixt which are con¬ 
tinually filled with a very thick and ftinking miff, even in the very hotteft time of the 
day, which of neceffity muft condenfe and inflame the air, and confequently render it 
very unwholefome. And, in the third place, we may add the exceffive phlebotomy of 
the Portuguefe, which they have recourfe to on the very lead occafion, fome of them 
letting blood above fifty times in a year; and this it is, which, I believe, makes them 
vol* xvi. 3 u look 
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look more like walking ghofts than men : and this practice, the longer continued, muft 
neceffarily the more weaken the conllitution : for the nature of this country is not fucll 
as to fupply them with hafty recruits of frefh blood. Excepting what hath been ob- 
ferved, this is a pleafcnt and fertile illand, abounding, according to the report of the 
Portuguefe, with frefh rivers or lakes, and good arable lands, which yield corn, fugar, 
and cotton. Here are alfo leveral earth-fruits and trees, befides great plenty of cattle, 
larger and finer than on the Gold Coall. It cannot but have its lhare of terrellriai 
bleffings, becaufe the Romifh clergy have two convents here, according to the belt of 
my remembrance, filled with the fraternities of St. Peter and St.Auguftine. And here 
is alfo a bifhop’s fee. 

More need not be faid to prove this illand good and proper to live in ; for it is cer¬ 
tainly true, that thefe ghoftly Fathers never fettle where, befides fouls’'good, fnblunary 
conveniences are not to be gained. 

I lhall now bid adieu to St.Thome, with only acquainting you, that all {hips 
which, by reafon of contrary wind, cannot reach II ha del Principti, put in here for 
refrelhments. 

Inftead of Annaboa, being, as I have already told you, fallen below St. Thome, we 
defpaired of reaching it, becaufe it is more difficult to fail from St. Thome than from 
Cape Lopez ; but the wind changing, and, contrary to our expectation, getting the 
tide with us, we were fo fortunate in two days’ time as to anchor before the famous 
illand of Annaboa. 

This illand is vifited by a great number of Ihips, as well thofe which have been trad¬ 
ing in Guinea, as thofe bound for Ealt India and Angola. When the Eaft Indiamen 
fall below the gulf of Guinea (for they, different from our account, reckon the gulf 
of Guinea to take in almolt the whole Coaft), they put in here; and the ihips bound 
for Angola touch here, it being almoft in their way. 

Annaboa is fo prodigioufly Hocked with cattle and fruit, that it far exceeds St.Thome 
and Prince’s Illand in both j though it is much fmaller, and indeed not above half the 
circuit of either of them. Like St.Thome, it is almoft always covered with a thick 
mill; but if we may believe the Portuguefe, not fo unwholefome. But why it is more 
healthful, I lhall not prefume to determine ; for the air is almoll the fame, Annaboa 
being but about one degree and a half morefouth. The land is here full as high as at 
St.Thome ; and in the higheft place of it, according to the report of the Portuguefe, 
is a lake of frelh and very good water, about which, the air is as cold as the fevereft 
autumns in Holland; but who knows whether this be true ? 

The Portuguefe have tilled the plains to half way up the hills, for fo far the ground 
is good. But taking a view of this illand from below, it feems very dry and barren ; 
notwithftanding which it is all over planted with fruit-trees, viz. cocoas, oranges, 
lemons, Backovens, bananas, palm-trees, and feveral others, whofe fruits are all plen¬ 
tiful and cheap: one hundred cocoa-nuts are fold for a rix-dollar ; a thoufand oranges 
or lemons at the fame rate; and the other fruits in proportion. Hogs, fheep, goats, 
chickens, &c. are to be bought for almoft nothing, confidering that we have them for 
all manner of old tralh cloaths of linen and woollen. In Ihort, here is the true Amal- 
thea or Cornucopia, of which the antients have faid fo many fine things. 

The inhabitants of this illand are black, and but a fort of half-Chriftians, though 
they bear the name of Chrillians; for if they can but read a Pater-nofter and Ave-Ma- 
Maria, confel's to the prieft, and bring fome offerings with them, they pafs for good 
Chrillians. The white Portuguefe of this illand efteem them Haves, by reafon that they 
are the defeendants of thofe Haves which they fet on this illand. They are all of them, 
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without exception, thieves and rogues, that will injure or defraud no man more than 
they can. The women are all common public whores, which allure and miflead the 
faitors, and except a very few, are monftroufly ugly and ill-favoured, as Monfieur Fok- 
kenbrog has well obferved it. 

The government of thefe people is entrufted in the hands of a white Portuguefe 
who is honoured with the illuftrious name of Govemador. He who was honoured 
with this high poft in my time, was fuch a great Don, that if I had been charitable 
enough to have bellowed the alms of a crown upon him, he would have made no diffi¬ 
culty of receiving it, nor thought it an affront to his honourable charge, or the gran¬ 
deur of his nation. His fubjefts alfo (food in fuch awe of him, that if I had but defired 
them, they would certainly have broken his head, and have delivered the ifland into 
our poffeffion. For this Don being appointed by a Portuguefe gentleman, to whom 
this ifland belongs, as rent-gatherer in his name, to colleft a third of all the inhabitants' 
cattle, fiuit and income j in order to fecurefomewhat for hirafelf, he very fairly fleeces 
the inhabitants of a complete half, which renders him fo hated by his black fubjefts, 
that they would very willingly be releafed from their yoke, and deliver the ifland to 
another nation. But it would not indeed be ferviceable to any nation, without all its 
black inhabitants were tranfported thence ; for whilft they flay there, on account of 
the leaft difference with the poffeffors, they would fly to the hilly part of the ifland, 
which is fufficiently inacceffible to the Europeans, and from thence fo gall them, that 
they would be obliged to abandon it; as it happened to us, when we formerly were in 
poifeffion of it; for we left it on no other account. 

Befides the Governador, I found here alfo two white priefts, who were endowed with 
no other qualities than the profound ignorance and ftupidity of the meaneft of their 
neighbours, except only (which is indeed fomething uncommon) that they .could drink 
as much brandy as I could wine, or other liquor. 

Their wifdom was lodged in their Capuchin’s cap. I cannot indeed tell, whether 
they could read or write, fince I did not fee one book they had, nor would they pro¬ 
duce one, though I a Iked the favour; perhaps ffiat it might not be defiled with my 
heretical fingers. They invited us to come and fee their churches, which we did, and 
found them very handfoitie, and large enough for four times the number of inhabitants 
on the ifland. Before we entered their churches, we were all over befprinkled with 
holy water, from which I conclude that it is not very dear here. They defired a bottle 
of wine ot me to celebrate their mafs withal, which I gave them ; and they thereupon 
promifed me (though unalked) that they would fay a mafs for my happy voyage; after 
which I took leave of them. 7 J 6 

We faw herefome fmall pieces of cannon, and alking where they got them, we were 
informed that they belonged to a fmall French pirate, which ftranded ther? about ten 
days before, the captain of which, with two of his men, was then upon the ifland. 

I hefe pirates had robbed the Gold Coaft of fome gold. Haves and elephants* teeth. 
But two days before our arrival here, the Sloter galley, an Englifli Ihip, commanded 
by Thomas Kent, had fet fail from thence, having made an agreement with thefe pirates, 
in confederation of a part of their prey to be given to the captain, to carry them and 
all their booty to the French iflands. The pirates, depending on this contraft had 
brought all their goods on board Captain Kent, and all the men, except the captain 
and two more, followed, who defigned to have gone on board the Jaft day of the gal¬ 
ley's Hay here; but as they were coming, were welcomed with a few mufquet foot, 
and charged, if they valued their lives, to return back, which they were obliged to do, 
and had the fadsfadlion of teeing Captain Kent haul up his anchors and fet fail with all 
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their goods. "What think you, fir, were not thefe villains rightly ferved; indeed I 
think they were ; and had it been my good fortune to meet with them, I fhould not 
have given them any better treatment. 

After having ftaid here a few days to refrelh, purfuant to the direCtor-general’s leave, 
we fleered our couri'e towards Elmina, failing continually along the Line, without inclin¬ 
ing one degree towards the fouth or north. I expelled to have met with a violent 
heat here; hut on the contrary found it fo cold, that though well clad, I could fcarcely 
hear the cold. The Tailors, who commonly are not moved at a trifle, alfo cloathed 
themfelves very thick. Exprcfling my furprife hereat, the captain told me that about 
this time of the year (being September) it was almofl always fo cold here, notwithftand- 
ing the fun in that month paffes the line, and mufl be exactly over our heads ; but the 
cafe lies here, we have always thick weather and a lliff gale, which prevents our feeling 
the heat of the lun. 

After feveral days failing forwards in this manner, gueffing that we were advanced 
high enough to make the Coaft, we fleered directly landwards, and got fight of land 
about the Quaqua coaft; but our orders running to flay no where, we failed along by 
the ftiore, proceeding on our voyage to Affinee, which the French fome time part: took 
poffeffion of; and that in fuch a diverting manner, that I cannot help imparting it to 
you. The author of the European Mercury for the year 1701, obliges us with the 
following relation of the converting of a Moorilh King to the Chriftian faith, in thefe 
words: — 

“ Here is another Pagan prince brought over to the Chriftian faith, namely, Lewis 
Hannibal, King of Syria [which he miftakeS for Affinee^, on the Gold Coaft of Africa, 
who, after being a long time inftructed in the Chriftian principles, and baptized by the 
Biftiop of Meaux, the King being his' god-father, received the facrament of the Lord’s 
fupper, on the 27th of February, from the Cardinal de Noailles, and offered at the 
fame time a picture to the Bleffe 4 Virgin, to whofe protection he fubmitted his territories, 
having made a vow, at his return thither, to ufe his utmoft endeavours towards the con- 
verfion of his fubjefts. This Moorilh prince departed on the 24th of this month, in 
order to embark at Port Lewis, and be convoyed home by two or three men of war, 
under the command of the Chevalier Damon.” 

Thus far runs our above-mentioned relation. Now it is my talk to give you a Ihort 
account of the extraction of this pretended King, and to acquaint you with what hap¬ 
pened afterwards. 

Some years paft, the French were sccuftomed to feize all the Negroes that came on 
board them, and fell them into the Weft Indies for flaves; amongft which happened to 
be the beforefaid Lewis Hannibal, chriftened by the French; but finding him endowed 
with a more fprightly genius than his countrymen, inftead of felling, they brought him 
to the French court, where this impoftor pretended to be fon and heir apparent to the 
King of Affinee ; by which means he fo infinuated himfelf into the good opinion of the 
court, that the King made him feveral very rich prefents, and fent him back to his own 
country in the manner above related; but upon his arrival upon the Coaft, he was dif- 
covered to be only the Have of a Caboceer of Affinee, to whom, Ihortly after his arrival 
he returned; and, as I am credibly informed, inftead of converting his fubjeCts to 
Chriftianity, is himfelf returned to Paganifm. 

You may eafily guefs at the refentments of the French court, after being fo ridi- 
culoufly bubbled by a Negro Have: if you c'ohfider that by this means they have loft 
their aim, which was to get footing on the Gold Coaft; and befides, that the pious 
intention of His Moll Chriftian Majefty, to convert a heathen prince, and eftablilh 
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him on his throne, was fruftrated; the Cardinal de Noailles and the Bilhop of 
Meaux laboured in vain : and, in Ihort, the whole French court was difappointed of its 
expectation. By this, fir, you may fee, that as ftupid as the Negroes are, yet fome 
amonglt them are able to delude fuch a wife court as that of France, which I doubt 
not but long ere this has repented of its credulity, and a thoufand times curfed the 
pretended King of Syria. But to leave the French in their refentments, and purfue our 
voyage. 

Sailing by Alfinee we touched on the Gold Coaft, where our companion the cruizer,. 
called the Befchermer or protector, commanded by Captain Hinken, found a Zealand 
interloper called the Great Apollo, betwixt the fhore and the Brandenburgh fort; 
which he vigoroufly attacked, and after a Ihort but warm refinance, took and brought 
her as good prize to Elmina. 

This, fir, is the end of my voyage, and will alfo be the laft letter that I fhall write 
to you concerning the ft ate of Guinea. What you have farther to expect from me, is,- 
as I have already told you, the refult of others obfervations. I beg your approbation 
of the contents of this and all my paft, affuring you I have written nothing to you but 
real truth, digefted from iny own observation. If I am fo happy as to pleafe you in 
this attempt, I fhall be fo far from thinking my labour loft, that I fhall conclude it 
doubly rewarded. 

Thefe, fir, are the fmcere afleverations of one that never will omit any thing which 
can render you an agreeable fervice ; but is now and fliall ever be inceflantly ambitious 
of the honourable name of 

Your hearty humble fervant, 

W. Bosman. 



A DESCRIPTION OF RIO FORMOSA, on, THE RIVER OF BENIN; 

Being the jirji Supplemental , or Twenty-firfi Letter . 

Containing a Defcription of Rio Formofa, or the River of Benin ; the great Number of 
its Branches .— The Trading-place and Church of the Portuguese . ■—The King of 
Benin s great Opinion of himfelf — Our ordinary Trading-place. — The Pirates of Ufa. 

— The Morafs and floating Land in and about the River, which is very pkafant but 
tinwhelefome , and the Reafon.why .— The great Mortality of our Men on Ship-boat d. 

— The Rafhnefs of five Manners , and a remarkable Event which followed it. — The 
Country is very even and full of Trees. — Who are the King of Benin’s Vajfals. 1 he 
King’s Slave an honourable Name. — Benin not very populous. - The three principal 
Trading-places; their Names, Confutation , and Governors. — Befides which , a fourth 
Trading-place, where one of our ehiefejl Commanders or Fa&ors was killed; on which 
account a double Revenge was taken. — The Benin Inhabitants generally good-natured, 
civil, and very cdnverfible People; who are not to be treated forcibly, but gentlyj are 
very pertinacious in their old Cujlotns ; who are the Managers of their Trade; 
they are very civil to Strangers, but treacherous to each other ; their Governors very 
covetous.—'There are three Ejlates befides the King; concerning the firjl, and their 
Power: — Of the fecond, their Marks of Honour or Knighthood, the Lofs of which is 
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punijhed with Death ; of which fame Examples: — The third State; the manual 
Arts and Trades of the Commonalty. — The rich live very well , and are very charita¬ 
ble to the Poor. — The Habits of the Negroes of both Sexes. — Each Perfon marries as 
many Wives as he is able to keep ; the Manner of their Marriage ; the Hufbands very 
jealous of their Wives, of which they are abfolute Majlers. — Three Sorts of Punifhmmt- 
for Adultery. — Of pregnant Women and their Delivery. -— The male Infants belong to 
the King. — Both male and female are circumcifed. — The groaning Treat. — 'Twins 
ejleemed a good Omen , except at Arebo: the Cruelty of ichafe Inhabitants on that occa- 
Jion defcribed and confirmed by fame Inflames. — A facred Grove , and their Opinions 
concerning it. — They are very prolific. — Menflruous Women ejleemed unclean. — The 
Negroes here not fo much afraid of Death as others ; their Remedies in cafe of Sicknefs. 
— Phyficians not much valued, and how treated. — Who hath the Right of Inheritance, 
and in what cafes the King is Heir.—Common Whores. -— Their Government . — Bunijb- 
ment of Thievery , to which they are not much addicted. — The Punijhmenis of Murder, 
and their Diftindions concerning that Crime. — Five Sorts of Oaths. — How Fines are 
difiributed. — Their mufical Injlruments ; they dance very well to the Harp ; are great 
Gamefers ; their Religion very confufed; each particular Perfon hath his feparate 
Priefi ; their Notion of the Deity, and their Ratiocinations on that Subject; they worjhip 
Idols, and the Devil in the fame Shape. — Apparitions of Spirits. — Daily and annual 
Offerings. — Their Sentiments concerning a future Life . — Multiplicity of Idols, and 
their Fefltvals ; which is their greatejl Fejlival : their Sabbath. — They celebrate the 
1 hues of the Death of their Parents.——Their Diviffon of Time. — Their Wars, and Con- 
fufton therein ; they are great Cowards ; their Weapons. — All Sorts of Game, and wild 
Quadrupeds ; great Baboons which fall upon Men.—Great Plenty of feathered Kind ; 
but not fitch Stores of Fjh ; yet great Quantities of .terrene and arboriferous. Fruits. — 
Of feveral dying Ingredients. — The King's Revenue, wherein it confifls. — A Defcrip- 
tion of the Town of Benin, which is very long and well built; Strangers not allowed 
there. — Of the Grandees which follow the Court. — Natives cannot be fold for Slaves, 
nor is it allowed to tranfport any out of the Kingdom as fuch, though Strangers. — The 
Trades and Employments of the Commonalty ; their Tradefnen. — Very fine Streets in 
the City. — Slavery of the Women, which are fond of all Europeans except the Portu- 
guefe. — A large Defcription of the King’s Court, and the Coral-Feaft, at which 
the King is prefent. — The Author’s Audience of the King ; his Portraiture. — The 
War betwixt Are de Rou and the King, which hath ruined the City of Benin; 
which is at prefent wqfle and defolate. — Gonclufion of this Letter . 

Sir, 

IN obedience to your orders, this contains a defcription of the river of Benin. I dare 
riot affure you of your expefted fatisfafHon; but would fain hope that my endeavours, 
however imperfeft, being the utmoft I can do, may meet with your favourable re¬ 
ception. 

About fifty miles eaft of Ardra, are fituate the cape and river of Formofa, otherwife 
called Benin, from the kingdom of Great Benin, with which it is encompalled. This 
river Ihews itfelf very plainly if entered from the weft for from Ardra the land is even 
and woody: the welt point is much higher, and looks like a rock with the top cut off. 
But the ealt point is low and flat land: its mouth is about a mile wide; bur failing 
farther up, is yet wider in fome places and narrower in others. This river Iprouts 
itfelf into innumerable branches ^ fome of which are fo wicle^ that they very well de- 
ferve the name of rivers; and the banks of each of them are inhabited by a particular 
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nation, governed by its own King. The multitude of its branches render the failing up 
this river fo difficult, that a pilot is abfolutely neceffary. 

About a mile and a half from its mouth there are two branches, about half a mile 
from each other. Upon one of which the Portuguese have a lodge and church at the 
town of Awerri, which is governed by its particular and independent King, who doth 
not treat the King of Great Benin any other wife than as his neighbour and ally ^ though 
that vain Prince Ihews no marks of efteem for him, nor any other potentates, imagining 
that if he is not the greateft King in the whole, yet indifputably in the Guinean world j 
that part of it that is fimate above one hundred miles beyond his own territories, being 
as little known to him as the large remainder of the globe. 

The common-trading place here is called Arebo, fituate above fixty miles above the 
river’s mouth: fo far, and yet farther, our fhips may very conveniently come ; in their 
paffage failing by hundreds of branches of this river, befides creeks, fome of which 
are very wide. 

What I have already hinted is fufficient to give you an idea of the breadth of this 
river, but its length and fource 1 have not been able to difeover, no Negro being able 
to give me an exa£1 account of it; but I believe its branches extend into all the cir¬ 
cumjacent countries ; for I have feen feveral men that came from Ardra, Calbary, and 
feveral other places, in order to trade, which were taken on this river by the robbers, 
and fold for haves. Thefe robbers, or pirates, live juft at the mouth of the river, and 
are called the pirates of Ufa; they are very poor, and live only on robbery; they fail 
hence to all parts of this river, and feize all that lights in their way, whether men, 
beads, or goods; all which they fell to the firft that come hither for victuals, with 
which they are not at all provided. 

The Portuguefe informed me, that here was a land road which reached to Calbary, 
and one much more commodious by water ; that it was eafy, with a canoe, to get into 
the circumjacent rivers, viz. Lagos, Elrei, Camarones, and feveral others, befides 
the river Volta, which laft I can fcarcely believe, it being utterly improbable; but as to 
the former rivers, they are fo near the other, that it may be eafily done. 

Several miles upwards, from the mouth of the river, the land is every where low 
and morally, and its banks all along adorned with great numbers of high and 
low trees, and the country all about it divided into iflands, by the multiplicity of its 
branches ; befides which, here are feveral forts of floating ifles, or lands covered with 
reed, which are driven by the winds, or Travadoes, from one place to another, by 
which means they often happen in our way, and oblige us to fleer a different courfe, 
on which occafions pilots or guides are very convenient. 

The river itfelf is very pleafant, but very unwholefome, as moll of the rivers on 
the coaft feem to be naturally, which I am apt to think is occafioned by the continual 
contagious exhalations which hover about them, more efpecially thole in low ground 
and moraffes# To which may be added another, and not lefs plague, the innumerable 
millions of gnats, which the Portuguefe call Mufquitoes; for the land, as I have already 
told you, being very woody, is infupportably peltered with thefe vermin, efpecially in 
the nights, when they attack us in whole legions, and fling fo feverely, that feveral 
perfons have been fo marked with puftules, that it was impoffible to know them. This 
torment, which deprives us of our natural reft, heightened by the unwholefomenefs of 
the climate, continually occafions a great mortality amongft our men. You very well 
know, that this is my lecond voyage to this river, and that the firft time I was here we 
loft half our men, and at prefent the number of our dead on board is not lefs, and the 
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remainder are molt of them fick, which ftrikes fuch a general terror into the failors, 
that the boldeit of them is afraid of his life. 

Five of our Tailors were fo rafhly impious, as to throw dice who fhould die or live 
to come out of this river* They over-perfuaded my el deft fervant to throw for his 
chance with them, and the higheft caft being efteemed fafeft, he threw eleven. And 
it is really remarkable, that this lad is yet alive, but the other five died all in the river 
of Benin. 

Bating the faid contagion of the climate, this is a very deferable place of trade, by 
reafon of the pleafantnefs of the river and adjacent country, which is very even ground, 
without hills, and yet rifes by gentle degrees, which affords the moft agreeable profpeft 
in the world ; which is yet improved by the multitude of trees which ft and fo regular, 
as if they were defignedly planted in that order. 

The inhabitants of this river, and the neighbouring country, have fever al Princes ; 
and, indeed, each finall nation is governed by his own King, though all of them are 
vaffals to the King of Benin, except thofe of Awerri, where the Portuguefe live, and 
the pirates of Ufa, both of whom would never yet fubmit to his yoke. 

They are all free-men, notwithftanding which they are treated as Haves by their 
King, and are fo far from taking it for an unhappinefs, that the title of the King's 
flave is a diftinguiftimg mark of honour amongft them* 

Though here is a prodigious number of people, yet in proportion to the extent of 
land, and upon the companion with Ardra, this country is not populous. The 
towns are widely diftant from each other, as well thofe near the river as farther in¬ 
land* 

There are at prefent three principal towns where we trade, and whither all the neigh¬ 
bouring in-land Negroes refort, efpecially when we have caft anchor there* 

The firft of thefe villages is Boededoe, containing about fifty houfes or cottages, 
built with reed and leaves* It is governed by a viceroy, and fame grandees appointed 
by him, who, under the King, and in his name, govern the whole diftrift of land ; but 
their authority doth not extend beyond things of fniall importance, as civil caufes and 
the raifing taxes for the King; but if any thing confiderable happens, or any capital 
crime is committed, they are not permitted to decide it, but muft fend to court and 
wait their orders* 

Arebo, the fecond village, which is fituate much farther up the river, is a fine large 
oblong town, indifferently well furnifhed with houfes and people. The houfes are 
much larger than at Boededoe, though built in the fame manner. This place, and its 
dependant country is, as well as the former, governed by a viceroy. 

Some years paft here were two lodges, or faftories, one of which belonged to the 
Englifh, and the other to our Company \ each of them had their particular factors and 
tmftees, called in Portuguefe Mercadors and Fiadors ; the laft of which are here but 
a fort of brokers: but the Englifh not having traded here for many years, their 
lodge is fallen down and deinolilhed, and their factors and brokers incorporated with 
ours, 

Agatton, the third village, was Formerly a confiderable trading-place, but hath fuf- 
fered fo much by the wars, that it lies in a manner wafte at prefent. It is fituate on a 
fmall hill in the river, juft joined to the firm land* 

The remaining ruins difeover it to have been a very large village, much more 
agreeable and healthful than the others are, for which reafon the Negroes employ theix 
utmoft diligence in the re-building of it* It is environed with all forts of fruit-trees* 
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Hereabouts are feveral fmall villages, whofe inhabitants come hither at every con- 
fiderable market, which is held here for five days. A day’s journey by land from 
Agatton, is the city or 'Village of Great Benin, the refident of the King: but more of 
this hereafter. 

I mud not here omit a certain village, where we formerly traded, which is called 
Meiborg, probably borrowing its name from that of one of our faftors. 

Several years pad our Company had a confiderable factory and feme fervants here. 
Their lad factor here was N. Beeldfnyder, who made himfelf to be hated by the natives, 
by reafon of his brutality. Befides which, he cad a lafcivious eye on one of the Ne¬ 
gro governor’s wives, which he ravifhed, and thereby fo enraged her injured huiband, 
that he refolved to take his utmod fatisfa&ion of Beeldfnyder, and came againft him 
with a party of armed men, defigning to have his life, but he defending himfelf in his 
flight, narrowly efcaped on board one of our fliips, which then lay there, but was withal 
dangerouily wounded. He was no fooner come on board, than he failed out of the 
fight of his purfuers, but one of his wounds proved fo fatal, that, through the unfkil- 
fulnefs of the furgeon, he died of it. 

Mr. N. N., who was then the Company’s director-general on the coad, and was not 
fully informed of the merits of the caufe, did not let his death pafs unrevenged, but 
immediately fent a yacht, reinforced with Elmina foldiers to Benin, with Uriel orders 
to take the utmod revenge for the murder or maflacre, as it was termed. Thefe fol¬ 
diers fo rigoroufly executed, or perhaps dretched their comrinffion, that they killed or 
took prifoners every perfon of the village that could not make their efcape. 

The King of Great Benin being informed of this, and the author of the maflacre, 
was not content with the revenge which our director had taken, but commanded the 
perfon, who was the occafioner of the maflacre, to come to him; and though he had 
defended the honour of his family, and was confequently very excufable, yet the King 
caufed him and his whole race, to the third and fourth generation, to be cut to pieces ; 
which cruelty was executed, in order to judify himfelf, not only with refpeft to the 
affion, but alfo the very knowledge of it. 

The dead corpfes of thefe miferable wretches were thrown upon the dunghill as a 
fpeftacle, to be devoured by the wild beads; and their houfes Were razed to the ground, 
with dria orders, that they fbould never be re-built. We, finding the King fo zea- 
loufly intereded for us, have ever fince continued our trade there. 

The inhabitants of Great Benin are generally good-natured and very civil, from 
whom it is eafy to obtain whatever we defire by foft means: if we make them liberal 
prefents, they will endeavour to recompeni'e them doubly; and it we want any thing, 
and aik it of them, they very feldom deny us, though they have occafion for it theru- 
felves. But they are fo far in the right, to expeft that their courtefy fhould be repaid 
with civility, and not with arrogance and rudenefs ; for to think of forcing any thing 
from them, is to difpute with the moon. 

They are very prompt in bufinefs, and wilt not differ any of their antient cudoms 
to be abolifhed ; in which, if we comply with them, they are very eafy to deal with, 
and will not be wanting in any thing, on their part requifite to a good agreement. But 
what is word of all, is, that they are very tedious in dealing: many times they have a 
dock of elephants’ teeth by them, which we are generally eight or ten days before we 
can a ■'Tee with them for; but this is managed with fo many ceremonious civilities, that 
it is impoflible to be angry with them. Another inconvenience which really deferves 
complaint, is, that, at our arrival here, we are obliged to trud them with goods to make 
Panes or cloaths of; for the payment of which we frequently day fo long, that by 
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'reafon of the advancement of the feafon, the confumption of our provifions, and the 
ficknefs and mortality of our men, we are obliged to depart without our money: but 
on the other hand, the next time we come hither, we are fure to be honeftiy paid 
the whole. 

The perfons which treat with us on their behalf, are fuch as are thereto appointed by 
the government, and are called by the above-mentioned names of Mercadors and Fia- 
dors; and thefe are the only merchants with which we deal: this cuftom having 
obtained, by reafon that thefe faftors can fpeak a miferable fort of Portuguefe, which 
qualifies them to talk with us. This is their only excellency, without which they 
would be looked on as the very fcum of their countrymen, and not thought worthy a 
name amongft them. 

At our arrival here, we are obliged to pay fome forts of cufloins to thefe brokers and 
the governors, which arefo inconfiderable, that they are hardly worth mentioning. 

The natives here feem very civil to each other, and omit no opportunity of offering 
their mutual fervices ; but this is bare compliment; for they will not truft one another, 
but are jealoufly prudent, and very referved, efpecially in the management of their 
trade, which they difpatch with utmoft fecrefy, out of fear of being reprelented as great 
traders to their governors, who, upon fuch a difcovery, would certainly accufe them 
of fome crime or other, in order to poffefs themfelves, though never fo unjuftly, of the 
effects of thefe rich merchants. " And here, as well as every where elfe, it is eafy to find 
a flick to beat a dog withal: wherefore thofe who are out of power, and have no 
ftiare in the government, always pretend to be poorer than they really are, in order 
to efcape the rapacious hands of their fuperiors. This obliges them all to a cunning 
fort of mutual civility, in order to avoid accufers ; and their profeffions are very rarely 
fincere, but only feigned. 

I have obferved here three ftates, befides the King, which governs abfolutely, his 
will being a law and bridle to his fubjefts, which none of them dare oppofe. 

Next him, the firft and higheft ftate is compofed of three perfons, called here great 
lords, or great men, which are always near the King's perfon; and any perfon that 
wants to apply to His Majefty, is obliged firfl to addrefs himfelf to tliem, and they 
undertake to acquaint him with it, and return hisanfwer. But they are fure to inform 
him only of. what they pleafe themfelves, and confequently in the King’s name, they a£t 
as they think fit j fo that in reality the whole government depends folely on them; 
which may the more eafily happen, becaufe, except a very few, no perfons are admitted 
into the King’s prefence, much lefs allowed to fpeak with him. 

The fecond ftate or rank is compofed of thofe which are here called Arede Roe, or 
Street Kings; fome of which prefide over the commonalty, and others over the flaves; 
fome over military affairs, others over the affairs relating to cattle and the fruits of the 
earth, &c. And indeed here is a particular fupervifor over every thine that can be 
thought of. . 

Out of the number of thefe Are de Roes, are chofen the viceroys and governors of 
the countries which are fubjeft to the King. Thefe are all under the command of, 
and refponfible to, the three great men on all occafions. They obtain thefe honourable 
polls by the recommendation of thefe three lords ; and the King, as an enfign of this 
honour, prefents each of them with a firing of coral, that being equivalent to the arms 
of an order of knighthood. This ftring they are obliged to wear continually about their 
necks, without ever daring to put it off on any account whatever; for if they are fo unhappy 
as to lofe it, or carelefely fuffer it to be ftolen, they are ipjo fuSlo irreprievably condemned 
to die. For the confirmation of which I can. give you two inflances, to one of which 
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1 was witnefs; viz. a Negro, who, through inadvertency, had fullered this chain to 
be ftolenfrom him, and without delay was executed, as was alfo the other who acknow¬ 
ledged hitnfelf guilty of the faid robbery, befides three more which were privy to it, and 
did not timely difcover it. Thus five men were put to death for a chain of coral, that 
was not intrinfically worth two-pence. 

The fecond inftance happened about the year 1700, and was fomewhat more extra¬ 
ordinary. At that time there lay near me, before the village of Boededoe, two Portu- 
guefe (hips or barks, one of which departed before us, but the other was obliged to 
flay a month or two after me, in order to get in his debts; which coming in very flowly, 
the captain refolved to caufe a Fiador, that was his greatefl debtor, to be arrefled in 
his fhip; but when he attempted it, the other refined, and endeavoured to efcape: 
and during the fcuffle with fhefailors, the pilot caught hold of his chain of coral, broke 
it in pieces and threw it overboard ; which fo difpirited the Fiador, that he let go his 
hold and furrendered hitnfelf immediately. But fome time after, finding the pilot 
afleep, and having gotten a blunderbufs, he fhot him through the head; and thus 
obliged him to exchange his natural for a more lafting fleep, with which the Negro was 
not yet fatisfied, but afterwards wounded the dead body in feveral places, and then 
threw away his knife, adding, that he had now taken his revenge, and that it was per¬ 
fectly indifferent to him what they did to him: “ For,” continues he, “ when my 
coral was thrown overboard, I was a dead man; and at prefent I am in the fame con¬ 
dition.” The Portuguefe did not venture to punifh him, but delivered him to the 
governor of the place, who difpatched him to the King; and the bark departing, Ilis 
Majefly committed him to clofe prifon, in order to punifh him very feverely in the pre¬ 
fence of the next Portuguefe that fhould come thither. This very year I faw the 
Negro ; and juft upon my departure, two Portuguefe fliips came with orders to demand 
juftice for their murdered pilot; how they fucceeded I cannot fay, becaufe I left that 
place immediately after; but that it coll the Negro his life is undeniable. 

The King keeps thefe corals in his own pofleflion, and the counterfeiting, or having 
any of them in poffeffion without his grant, is punifhed with death. They are made 
of a fort of pale red co&ile earth or ftone, and very well glazed, and are very like 
fpeckled red marble. 

From the lafl relation it is eafy to infer, that the Fiadors are the third rank or Hate 
of this country ; for no perfon is permitted to wear this coral, unlefs honoured by the 
King with feme poll; fince, as I have already told you, they can have it only from 
the King. 

Befides the Fiadors, under the fame rank are alfo reckoned the Mercadors, or mer¬ 
chants; Fulladors, or interceffors; the Veilles, or elders; all which are diflinguifhed 
by the above-mentioned mark of honour. 

And befides thefe three, I know of no other offices or dignities ; wherefore the com¬ 
monalty take place next; very few of which are laborious or induftrious, unlefs it be 
thofe who are wretchedly poor: the others laying the whole burthen of their work on 
their wives and Haves, whether it be tilling the ground, fpinning of cotton, weaving of 
cloaths, or any other handicraft; whilft they, if they have but the leaft flock, apply 
themfelves to merchandize alone. Here are very few manual arts, befides weaving, 
pra£tifed or underftood. The chief workmen here are either fmiths, carpenters or 
Ieather-dreffers ; but all their workmanfbip is fo very clumfy, that a boy that has been 
but one month learning in Europe would out-do them. 

The inhabitants of this country, if poffeffed of any riches, eat and drink very well; 
that is to fay, of the belt. The common diet of the rich is beef, mutton or chickens, 
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and Jammes for their bread, which, after they have boiled, they beat very fine, in order 
to make cakes of it. They frequently treat one another, and impart a portion of their 
fuperfiuity to the neceffitous. 

The meaner fort content themfelves with fmoked or dried fifli; which, if falted, is 
very like what we in Europe call Raf and Reekel. Their bread is alfo Jammes, bana¬ 
nas and beans; they drink water,’ and Pardon-wine, which is none of the belt. The 
richer fort drink water and brandy, when they can get it. 

The King, the great lords, and every governor who is but indifferently rich, fubfift 
feveral poor at their place of refidence on their charity, employing thofe who are fit 
for any work, in order to help them to a maintenance ; and the reft they keep for 
God’s fake, and to obtain the charader of being charitable ; fo that here are no beg¬ 
gars. And this necefiary care fucceeds fo well, that we do not fee many remarkably 
poor amongft them. 

They are very liberal in all mutual prefents of all forts of goods, and they give the 
Europeans prodigious quantities of refrelhing provifions, and more than they really 
want; nay, fome in this particular give beyond their ability, only in order to acquire 
a good reputation amongft ftrangers. 

'The habit of the Negroes here is neat, ornamental, and much more magnificent 
than that of the Negroes of the Gold Coaft. The rich amongft them wear firft a white 
calico or cotton cloth about one yard long, and half fo broad, which ferves them as 
drawers; over that they wear a finer white cotton drefs, that is commonly about fix- 
teen or twenty yards long, which they very ornamentally plait in the middle, calling 
over it a fcarf of about a yard long and two fpans broad, the end of which is adorned with 
fringe or lace, which is fomewhat like the female Negroes on the Gold Coaft: the upper 
part of their body is moftly naked. Thefe are thecloaths in which they appear abroad ? 
but at home they wear only a coarfe Paan inftead of drawers, covered with a great 
painted cloth woven here, which they wear like a cloak. The mean fort go thus 
cloathed, but the fluff they wear is much coarfer j and as to fine or coarfe, each per- 
fon is governed by his circumftances. 

The wives of the great lords wear calico Paans woven in this country, which are 
very fine, and very beautifully chequered with feveral colours. Thefe Paans or cloaths 
are not very long, and are buckled together like thofe which are worn at Fid a, but 
with this difference, that as the Fidafe Paan is open before, this on the contrary is open 
behind, or on one fide, and covered before. The upper part of their body is covered 
with a beautiful cloth of about a yard long, inftead of a veil, like that which the women 
wear on the Gold Coaft. Their necks are adorned with necklaces of coral, very agree¬ 
ably difpofed or plaited. Their arms are dreffed up with bright copper or iron artn- 
rings; as are alfo the legs of fome of them, and their fingers are as thickly crouded 
with copper rings as they can poffibly wear them. Thus fet out, fir, they look pretty 
tolerable, and may pafs for fuch for want of better. » 

The meaner fort of women as well as the men of the fame condition, differ from the 
rich only in the goodnefs of their cloaths. 

Almoft all the children go naked ; the boys till they are ten or twelve years old, 
and the girls till nature difcovers their maturity; till then they wear nothing but fome 
ftrings of coral twilled about their middles, which is not fufficient to hide their nudities. 

The menAlo not curl or adorn their hair, but content themfelves with letting it grow 
in its natural polture, except buckling it in two or three places in order to hang a great 
coral to it. But the women’s hair is very artificially turned up into great and finalL 
buckles, and divided on the crown of the head, like a cock’s comb inverted ; by which 
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means the fmall curls are placed in exaft order. Some divide their hair into twenty or 
more plaits or curls, according as it happens to be either thick or thin. Some oil it 
with the oil which they roaft out of the kernels of oil-nuts, by which means it lofes its 
black colour, and in procefs of time, turns to a fort of green or yellow, that they are 
very fond of; notwithftanding which, in my opinion, it looks hideoufly. 

The men here marry as many women as their circumftances will allow them to 
keep. They have Scarcely any, or at moil very few marriage ceremonies amongft either 
poor or rich ; except only that one treats the bride’s friends more fplendidly than the 
other. Their marriages are commonly made in the following manner: if a man like 
a virgin, he difcovers his paffion to one of the moll confiderable amongft his relations, 
who repairs to her houfe, and afks her of her relations, who, if fhe is not before pro- 
mifed, feldom deny his requeft; the confent then of the relations or parents thus ob¬ 
tained, the match goes on, and the bridegroom cloaths his future bride with a rich fuit 
of cloaths, necklaces, and bracelets ; and after having handfomely treated the relations 
on both fides, the wedding is ended without any farther ceremony. The treat 1 now 
fpeak of, is not performed at the houfe of the bridegroom, or indeed any other, but 
the victuals and drink are dreffed and prepared, and each hath his part fent home. 

The Negroes are very jealous of their wives with their own countrymen, but not in 
the Ieaft with refpeft to us ; for they are very little concerned at our converfing with 
their wives, whether we rally, fit, or lie by them, provided we keep within the 
bounds of modefty ; nay, they have entertained fo good an opinion of us, that when 
we vifit them, if their affairs call them away, they not only leave us alone with, but 
recommend us to their wives for diverfion, whilft they are out j but no male Negro is 
allowed to come near the women’s apartment, which is a cuftom very ftriclly obferved 
by them. 

All the difference betwixt the wives of the great and thofe of the meaner fort is, that 
the latter go every where, where their work obliges them ; but the former are alraoft 
always flint up very clofe, to obviate all occafions of tranfgrefiion. 

If a man be in his own houfe, accompanied by feme of his wives, and receives a 
vifit from any of his acquaintance, the wives immediately retire to another part of the 
houfe, that they may not be feen ; but if the vifitants are -Europeans, they continue 
with their hulbands, by reafon it is their defire, whom they ufe all arts to pleafe, be- 
caufe their happinefs depends on them, for the men are here abfolute matters of their 
wives. 

Adultery is here punifhed three feveral ways : fir ft, amongft the commonalty, in the 
following manner: if any of them is fufpicious of the levity of any of his wives, he 
tries all poflible means to furprife her in the fact, without which he cannot punifh her ; 
but if he fucceeds in his endeavours, he is thereby lawfully entitled to all the effects of 
her paramour, whether confilling in flaves, Boefies (their money), elephants’ teeth, 
or any other mercantile commodity ; all which he may-immediately feize and perfe&ly 
ufe, occupy, and enjoy as his own. The offending wife is punifhed very heartily with 
a cudgel, and driven out of his houfe to feek her fortune; but no perfon being very 
fond of marrying her after this, fhe retires to another place, where fhe paffes for a 
widow, by way of aiming at another hufband - } or elfe ftrives to fubfift herfeif by a trade 
not very difficult (for her at leaf!) to learn. 

Thus far extends the poor man’s fatisfaftion ; the rich revenge themfdves much the 
fame way ; but the woman’s relations, to avoid the fcandal which might thereby accrue 
to their family, reconcile the offended hufband with a good fum of money, and thereby 
prevail upon" him to admit her to grace, which they generally do; and then the thus 
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atoned adultrefs paffes for as virtuous a woman as before her crime, and is alfo for 
the future treated with all matrimonial endearments in her turn, as well as his other 
wives. 

The governors punifh adulterers more feverely; for if they furprife any debauching 
their wives, they kill both them and their paramours on the very fpot where they com¬ 
mitted the crime, and throw their dead bodies on the dunghill, to be expofed as a prey 
to wild beafts. 

Thefe fevere punifliments of adultery amongft all ranks of people deter men from 
meddling with other's wives fo much, that this crime is very feldom committed here. 

The Negroes are very libidinous, which they afcribe to their par don-wine and good 
eating. 

The pregnant wife is not allowed even the matrimonial carelTes of her hufband, till 
flie is delivered; after which, if a male infant, it is prefented to the King, as properly 
and of right belonging to him; and hence all the males of the land are called the 
King's flaves; but the females belong to the father, and live with him, according to 
his pleafure, till they are of age; after which he marries them, when and to whom 
he pleafes* 

Eight or fourteen days, or fometimes longer, after the birth of their children, both 
males and females are circumcifed ; the former are hereby bereft of their prepuce, and 
the latter of a fmall portion of their Clitoris: befides which, they make fmall incifions 
all over the bodies of the infants, in a fort of regular manner, expreffing fome figures 
thereby $ but the females are more adorned with thefe ornaments than the males, and 
each at pleafure of their parents. 

You may eafily guefs that this mangling the bodies of thefe tender creatures mult be 
very painful j but fince it is the fafhion here, and is thought very ornamental, it is 
pra0;ifed by every-body. 

When the -child is feven days old, the parents make a fmall feaft, imagining that the 
infant is paft its greateft dangers; and in order to prevent the evil fpirits from doing it 
any mifchief, they ftrevv all the ways with dreffed victuals to appeafe them. 

If a woman bear two children at a birth, it is believed to be a good omen, and the 
King is immediately informed thereof, who caufes public joy to be exprelTed with all 
forts of their mufic. The father, imagining it too heavy a talk for the woman to 
fuckle both the children, fearches out a wet-nurfe, whofe child is dead, whom he per- 
fuades, by the force of money or good words, to nurfe one of his children. 

In all parts of the Benin territories, twin-births are efteemed good omens, except at 
Arebo, where they are of the contrary opinion, and treat the twin-bearing women very 
barbaroufly, for they aftually kill both mother and infants, and facrifice them to a 
certain devil, which they fondly imagine harbours in a wood near the village. But if 
the man happens to be more than ordinarily tender, he generally buys off his wife, by 
facrificing a feniale-flave in her place; but the children are, without pofiibility of re¬ 
demption, obliged to be made the fatisfaflory offerings which this favage law requires. 

In the year 1699, a merchant's wife, commonly called Ellaroe or Mof, lay in of 
two children, and her hufband redeemed her with a Have, but facrificed his children* 
After which, I had frequent opportunities of feeing and talking with the difconfolate 
mother, who never could fee an infant without a very melancholy reileftion on the 
fate of her own, which always extorted briny tears from her. 

The following year, the like event happened to a priefVs wife: fhe was delivered 
of two children, which, with a Dave inllead of his wife, he was obliged to kill and 
facrifice with his own hands, by reafon of his facerdotal fua&ion * and exa&ly one year 

if alter, 


bosman’s guinea. 


527 


after, as though it had been a punifhinent infli&ed from heaven, the fame woman 
was, the fecond time, delivered of two children.; but how the pried managed himfelf 
on this occafion, I have not been informed, but am apt to think that this poor woman 
was forced to atone her fertility by death. 

Thefe difmal events have, in procefs of time, made fuch impreffions on the men, 
that when the time of their wives’ delivery approaches, they fend them to another 
country ; which makes me believe, that for the future, they will correct thefe inhu¬ 
manities. 

The wood before-mentioned, in which the devil is fuppofed to lurk, is by them 
efleemed fo facred, that they never permit a foreign Negro, or any of his wives, to 
enter it. If any perfon accidentally happen on a path which leads to this wood, he is 
obliged to go to the end of it, without returning before he comes there: and they are 
firmly perfuaded, that if this law be violated, or that of offering the children and 
mother, or at leaft a female-flave in her place, the land will be infefted with fomc fevere 
plague. Notwithftanding all which, I have frequently gone a fhooting in this wood, 
and to ridicule their credulity, defignedly turned before I had gone half to the end of 
the path; by which means I not a little ftaggered the faith of fotne who faw that my. 
boldnefs was not attended with any ill confequences. But the roguifh priefts were 
immediately ready at hand, with an exception, which was, that I being a white man, 
their god, or rather devil, did not trouble his head with me; but if a Negro fiiould 
prefume to do fo, the danger would foon appear. 

The multiplication of mankind goes forward very fuccefsfully here; which is not 
very hard to believe, fince the women are not barren, and the men vigorous; befides 
which, they have the advantage of a choice out of their great number of wives; of 
which, for their encouragement, the fruitful woman is highly valued, whilft the barren 

is defpifed. . r 

Menllruous women are here deemed fo unclean, that they are not permitted lo much 
as to enter their hulbands’ houfes, or to touch any thing either to drefs the domeftic 
diet or clean the hotife, or indeed on any other account; nor are they permitted fo 
much as to look into, much lefs enter feveral houfes, but during this natural unclean- 
nefs, are obliged to relide in a feparate houfe, though, as foon as that is over and they 
have walhed themfelves, they are reftored to their former ftate. If they are alked who 
firft taught them circumcifion, and to believe menllruous women unclean; they reply 
that they do not themfelves know, but that thofe cuftoms are traditionally handed to 
them by their anceltors: and this is the common anfwer of all the Blacks. 

The Negroes of this country do not feem fo much afraid of death as in other lands. 
They are not uneafy at the naming of it, and afcribe the length or bisvity of file to 
their gods. Notwithftanding which they are very zealous in the ufe of thofe means 
which are thought proper for the prolongation of life 1 for if they fall fick, the fit ft 
refuge is the priefl, whq here, *as well as on the Gold Coaft, afls the do ft or. He 
firft adminifters green herbs; which proving ineffeaual, he hath recourfe to facrifices. 
If the patient recovers, the priefl is very much efleemed ; but if not, he is difiniffed, 
and another from whom better fuccefs is expected, is called in. 

If thefe facerdotal doftors happen to cure the patient, they are very much reve¬ 
renced ; but the fick perfon is no fooner perfefUy recovered, than they are difcharged 
without any refpea: fo that if the priefts here have no other dependance, they are gene¬ 
rally poor ; becaufe each particular perfon offers his own facrifices, and performs the 
fervice of his idols without giving them any manner of trouble. 
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When any perfon dies, the corpfe is waflied and cleanfed; and if a native of the city 
of Benin happens to die at a very diftant place, the body is perfeftly dried up over a 
gentle fire, and put into a coffin whofe planks are clofely joined with glue, and brought 
with the fir ft opportunity to the mentioned city in order to be buried. But fometimes 
a convenient conveyance does not offer itfelf in feveral years ; wherefore the dead corpfe 
is thus long kept above ground, as I have feen feveral in my time at Arebo. 

The nearell relations, wives, and flaves go into mourning on account of the dead 
perfon : fomeffiave their hair, others their beards, or half their heads, &c. The public 
mourning commonly Iafts fourteen days. Their lamentations and cries are accommodated 
to the tunes of feveral mufical inftruments, though with large intermediate flops; dur¬ 
ing which they drink very plentifully. And when the funeral is over each perfon re¬ 
tires to his own houfe, and the nearell relations which continue in mourning, bewail the 
dead in this manner for feveral months. 

The right of inheritance devolves in the following manner: — When any perfon of 
condition dies, the eldeft fon is foie heir, but is obliged to prefent a Have by way of 
heriot to the King, and another to the three great lords, with a petition that he may 
fucceed his father in the fame quality ; which the King accordingly grants, and he is 
declared the lawful heir of all his father hath left behind him. He bellows no more 
on his younger brothers than what out of his bounty he pleafes: but if his mother be 
alive, he allows her a creditable maintenance proportioned to her condition, and 
allows her befides to keep whatever flie hath gotten from his father. His father’s other 
widows, efpecially thofe which have not had any children, the fon takes home if he 
likes them, and ufes as his own ; but thofe which he doth not like, he alfo takes them 
home with their children, and fets them to work in order to fubfift them the more 
creditably; but entertains no matrimonial converfation with them. Of this laft fort 
here are as great numbers as of proftitutes in other countries. If the deceafed leaves 
no children, the brother inherits his effects; and in cafe of deficiency of fuch heir, the 
next akin. But if no lawful heir appears, the King inherits. 

The government of this country is principally velted in the King and the three men¬ 
tioned great lords : the firft is nominal-governor, and the laft are really fo. Each pro¬ 
vince hath its particular governor, all which depend on thefe three chief fprings, without 
whofe confent they dare not aft. 

The crimes here committed are punilhed in the following manner: — Thievery is not 
rife here, thefe Negroes not being of the fame pilfering nature as at other places ■ 
however, if the thief is taken in the faft, he is obliged to reftitution of the ftolen 
goods, and befides punilhed by a pecuniary mulcl; but if he is poor, after reftitution 
of the ftolen goods, if in his power, he is very well beaten. But if the robbery be 
done upon any of the government, it is punilhed with death: in the mean-time as I 
have already hinted, this crime fo feldom occurs, that examples are very rare. Murder 
is a crime that happens here yet more feldom than the former. Whoever kills a 
man is punilhed with death; but if the murtherer happen to be the Kind’s fon or fome 
other confiderable perfon, he is banilhed to the utmoft borders of the King’s territories 
to which he is conveyed under a very ftrong guard; but none of thefe banilhed per¬ 
rons being ever heard of, the Negroes take it for granted, that their guard conduft 
them to the Elyfian fields. If any perfon with his fill, or otherwife accidentally and 
undefignedly, kill another, and the dead perfon did not bleed, and his death doth not 
feem violent; the offender may then purchafe his life, by firft burying the dead ere- 
ditably at his own charges, and afterwards producing a flave to fufter in his ftead 
f his flave doomed to a reconciling offering, he is obliged to touch on his knees with 
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his forehead as he is killed, after which he is obliged to pay a large fum to the great 
lords ; and this performed, he obtains his freedom ; and the friends of the deceafed are 
obliged to reft fatisfied with this. 

I have already informed you of the punifhment of adultery; whatever other crimes 
are committed, they are atoneable with money: and the fine is proportioned to the 
offence. And he that hath no money, muft; fatisfy the fine by a corporal punilhment $ 
fo that where effects are deficient, the body muft make good the fine. 

In cafe of accufations which are not dearly proved, the accufed is obliged to purge 
himfelf by trial, which is pra&ifed five feveral ways, four of which take place in flight 
offences and civil caufes, and the fifth in capital and high crimes, as high treafon, or 
all crimes of fo deep a dye: this laft trial is only allowed to be taken by confiderable 
perfons, and that too by the King’s efpecial order. 

The firft fort of purgation is managed in the following manner:—The accufed are 
carried to the prieft, who greafes a cock’s feather, and therewith pierces the tongue 
of the accufed ; if it paffes eafily through, it is a fign the man is innocent, and the 
wound made by the quill will foon clofe and heal up without any pain: but, on the 
other fide, if he is guilty, the quill remains flicking in his tongue, and he is accord- 
ingly pronounced guilty. 

The fecond trial of innocence is practifed ■ in the following manner: — The prieft 
takes an oblong clot of earth, in which he flicks feven or nine cock\ quills, which 
the fufpe&ed perfon is obliged to draw out fucceflively ; and if they come out eafily, 
it is a fign of innocence; but if not, the prifoner is convidled of the crimes alledged 
againft him. 

The third proof is made by fpurting a certain juice of green herbs into the eyes of 
the accufed perfon ; which, if it happen to do him no hurt, he is thought innocent; 
but if his eyes become thereby red afld inflamed, he is obliged to pay the fine laid 
on him. 

For the fourth trial the prieft ftrokes the prifoner three times over the tongue with 
a red-hot copper arm-ring, and from his being hurt qr not hurt thereby, they pronounce 
judgment. 

I have feen all thefe four trials made; but all the accufed were declared guilty, and 
not without reafon; for it would be ftrange indeed, if red-hot copper ihould not burn 
the tongue. The fifth and laft proof, which doth not happen once in twenty years, I 
never faw, and confequently have it only by hear-fay. 

If any perfon is accufed of a very great crime, of which he is defirous to clear him¬ 
felf by oath, the King’s leave being firft alked and obtained, the accufer is brought to 
a certain river, to which is afcribed the ftrange quality of gently wafting every innocent 
perfon plunged therein to land, though never fo unikilled in the art of fwimming; 
and on the other fide to fink the guilty to the bottom, though never fo good fwimmers j 
by which means, if he endeavours to help himfelf out, it would be in vain, and only 
render his death the more painful. The water (being very calm), immediately upon a 
guilty perfon’s being thrown in, grows and continues as turbulent as a whirl-pool, till 
the criminal is gotten to the bottom, when, as though perfectly fatisfied, it returns to 
its former tranquillity. What think you, fir, Ihould you rely on this weak proof? I 
believe not; for my part I Ihould not; for 1 Ihould, though never fo innocent, be 
very much afraid, if not a fkilful fwimmer, that my innocence would not fave me from 
irrecoverably finking to the bottom; and I believe there are feveral of my mind. 

The fines charged on thefe crimes are divided as follows: — Firft, the perfon injured 
by thievery, or any other crime, is latisfied out of it; then the governor hath his part; 
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and kift of all the before-mentioned great lords have alfo their fliare: for the King, 
whofe ear it never reaches, hath no part thereof. If the three lords are contented with 
what is fent them, it is well; but they frequently fend them back to the governors or 
viceroys, and in the King’s name inform them, that the fines are too fmall, and con- 
fequently that they have not deported themfelves in that affair according to their duty, 
giving them alfo to underftand what they ought to have done. Thofe to whom thefe 
orders are fent, though they very well know that the King never intermeddles in thefe 
affairs, but that it is only the pleafure of the lords, are notwithftanding obliged to a 
ftrid obedience, and generally fend double the fum they require, otherwife the lords 
would not fail to take an opportunity of revenging their contempt by fome ill office 
or other. 

Before I fpeak of their religion, I ffiall employ a few lines in the defcription of their 
mufical inftruraents. which chiefly-confift in large and fmall drums, not very different 
from thofe of the Gold Coaft. They are fhaped like them, covered with leather or 
fkins, and beaten in the fame manner as they are. Befides thefe drums, they have a 
fort of iron bells on which they play, alfo Callebaffes hung round with Boefies, which 
ferve them inftead of Caftagnettes; all which together, afford a very difagreeable and 
jarring found. 

Befides thefe, they have alfo an inflrument which will needs be called a harp; it is 
ft rung with fix or feven extended Teeds, upon which they play very artfully, and fing 
fo finely, and dance fo juftly to the tune, that it is very agreeably diverting to fee it. 
Thefe are indeed the beft dancers I ever faw amongft the Negroes. The natives of 
Axim, in their annual feaft, when they drive out the devil, have much fuch a dance, 
though neither fo fine, nor near fo diverting as this. 

The natives here are not at all addifted to gaming. Here are no other games than 
thofe played with beans, and that only for diverfion and paftime; but never for money. 

Their religion is fo abfurd and perplexed, that I fcarce know how to defcribe it j but 
however, to begin as well as I can. 

They profefs to worihip both gods and devils, in human and brutal images, fome 
of which are elephants’ teeth, claws, dead men’s heads, and fkeletons, &g. Alfo they 
take every thing which feems extraordinary in nature for a god, and make offerings to 
him ; and each is his own prieft, in order to worihip his gods in what manner pleafcs 
him beft. 

It is really the more to be lamented, that the Negroes idolize fuch worthlefs nothings, 
by reafon that feveral amongft them have no very unjull idea of the deity; for they 
ai'cribe to God tile attributes of omniprefence, omnipotence, omnifcience and invifi- 
bility; befides which, they believe that he governs all things by his providence. By 
reafon God is invifible, they fay, it would be abfurd to make any corporeal reprefen- 
tations of him, for it is impoffible to make any image of what we never law : wherefore 
they have fuch multitudes of images of their idol gods, which they take to be fubordi- 
nate deities to the Supreme God, without confidering what fort of trifles they are, and 
only believe there are mediators betwixt God and men, which they take to be their 
idols. They know enough of the devil to call all that is ill by that name, and believe 
themfelves obliged to worihip and ferve him, to prevent his mifchieving them. The 
devil is not reprefented by any particular image, or dillinguiihed from their idols any 
otherwife than in their intention only ; for, to the very fame image they one time make 
offerings to God, and at another, to the devil j fo that one image ierves them in the 
two capacities of god and devil. 

They 
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They talk very much concerning the apparition of the ghofts of their deceafed an- 
ceftors or relations, which yet happens only to them in their fleep, when they come and 
warn them to make this or that offering ; which, as foon as day approaches, they 
immediately do ; if they are unable, they will, rather than fail in this duty, borrow of 
others ; for they imagine that the neglect hereof would draw on them fome heavy 
aJHi&ion. If any perfon in raillery tells them they are only idle imaginations and dreams, 
thefe will agree with them; but add, it is a cuftom of our forefathers which we are 
obliged to follow. No other anfwer is to be obtained from them. 

Their daily offerings are not of great value, confiding only of a few boiled Jammes 
mixed with oil, which they lay before the images of their gods. _ Sometimes they offer 
a cock; but then the idol hath only the blood, becaufe they like the fleih very well 
themfelves. 

The great men make annual facrifices, which are performed in great ftate, and prove 
very expenfive; not only by reafon of their killing great multitudes of cows. Cheep, 
and all forts of cattle, but becaufe that, befides, they give a folemn feaft, making their 
friends very merry forfeveral days fucceflively, and withal make them prefents. 

The feat of blifs or torment in the future life, they imagine to be the fea. They 
call the fhadow of a man, Paffadoor, or conductor; which they believe fiia.ll teffify 
whether he hath lived well or ill; if well, he is raffed to great dignity in the mentioned 
place; but if ill, he is to perifh with hunger and poverty ; fo that they fend the happy 
and the damned to the fame place. _ 

Their faife gods, or the tralh which reprefents them, are fpread all over their houfes, 
and no place is free from them. Befides which, there are alfo feveral final 1 huts ere&ed 
without the houfe, which are likewife filled with them, and whither they fomctimes go 
to facrifice. 

To conclude their ridiculous religion, I fhall add a fmall account of their feffivals, 
of which they have fo many, and different ones, that they ought not to give place to 
the Romanifts. Their great feaft, called the Coral-feaft, happens in May, at which 
the King himfelf is prefent. The celebration-of this pompous feftival, I this year faw 
at Benin. But of this more at large in the defcriplion of that city. 

Their Sabbath happens every fifthjday, which is very folemnly obferved by the great 
with the daughter of cows. Cheep, and goats; whilft the commonalty kill dogs, cats, 
and chickens, or whatever their money will reach to. And of whatever is killed, 
large portions are diftrtouted to the neceflitous, in order to enable them, as every per¬ 
fon is obliged, to celebrate this feftival. 

One day in the year they alfo very expenfively celebrate the deceafe of their anceftors 
or relations, in order to keep up the remembrance of them. 

They divide time into years, months, weeks, and days; each of which is diftinguiihed 
by a particular name, and they reckon fourteen months to a year. 

Believing that I have faid enough of their idolatrous worfhip, it is time to vary the 
fubje£t. 1 cannot fay much of their wars; for notwith Handing that they are con¬ 
tinually fallen on by the pirates or robbers, and their neighbours not fubje£l to the 
King of Benin, they yet are ignorant of the art of war ; for, being by neccility drawn 
into the field, their conduct is fo very confufed, that they themfelves are afliamed of 
it. They have no officers or commanders, and each man takes his own courfe, with¬ 
out regarding his neighbour. They are fo very cowardly, that nothing but the utmoft 
neceility can oblige them to fight; and even then they had much rather fuffer the great- 
eft Ioffes than defend themfelves; when their flight is prevented, they return upon the 
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enemy, but with fo little courage or conduct, that they foon fling down their arms, 
and either run away or furrender themfelves. 

Their weapons are cutlafles or hangers, fmall poniards, Affaguays, together with 
bows and arrows, the latter of which are poifoned. They have alio fhields, but fo 
light, and made of fmall bamboos, that they cannot ward off any thing that is forcible j 
wherefore they are rather ornamental, than really ferve for defence. 

It is now time to treat of the animals of this country. Here is no want of tame 
bealts, fuch as horfes, cows, iheep, dogs, cats, belides poultry, &c. all which are 
equally good and cheap. The cattle here, though very fmall, are yet very good, efpe- 
daily thofe parts of them that are eatable with us, which are of a good tafte. As for 
the remainder, the dogs and cats, the Negroes evince this truth alfo, for they eat them 
rather than any other bealt. 

Wild beads, as well voracious as others, are here alfo in great abundance. Among 
the fierce kind are reckoned the elephants, and then the lions and tigers. This country 
is prodigioufly full of the firft fort; but I am not very fond of believing there are many 
lions or tigers, by reafon 1 have never yet feen one of them, or indeed fo much as one 
of their fkins; which may neverthelefs proceed from the great cowardice of the Negroes, 
who dare not venture on hunting them, and eonfequently have none of their hides. 

Wild dogs or jackals are reported to be very numerous here} they alfo tell us here 
are monkeys or baboons, which are extraordinarily large, and wilt attack a body of 
men that is not too numerous for them. 

Here, as well as on the Gold Coaft, are all forts of apes, befides eatable wild beafts, 
which are here fo abundant, that a good markfman might live on the fport alone. 
Their quadrupeds confifl of feveral forts of harts, wild hogs, and others. 

Amongft their feathered kind, the principal are pheafants, partridges, both green 
and blue, turtle and ring-doves, ducks, crooked-bills, fnipes, divers, water-hens, and 
a fort of crown-birds. But by reafon the Negroes neither very much love, nor are 
expert in the ufe of fire-arms, feldom any wild beafls or fowl come to hand, except 
they happen fo catch them in a net. They fometimes kill harts and wild fwine with 
their Affaguays, but very feldom ; and whenever it happens, it is looked upon as fome- 
thing rare. 

The river, upwards, is not well ftored with fifh ; all that they eat here, coining from 
a place called Boca de la Mare, or the mouth of the fea, where they are dried and 
fmoked, but moft of it not being falted, taftes very ill, and ftinks abominably. 

The fruits of the earth are, firft, com, or great Milhio ; for they have none of the 
fmall fort. The large Milhio is here cheap, but they do not efteem it j wherefore 
but little is fowed, which' yet yields a prodigious quantity of grain, and grows very 
luxuriantly. 

They fometimes employ the Ardra women to brew beer with this Milhio, but it 
proves difagreeable and hot. 

Here are not many potatoes, but a prodigious abundant plenty of Jamines, which is 
alfo their moft ready diet. They eat them with all fort of eatables inftead of bread; 
wherefore they are very careful that this fruit be planted and gathered in its proper 
feafon. 

Here are two forts of beans, both which are very like horfe-beans; they are of a hot 
difagreeable tafte and unwholfome. 

Inever faw any rice here, nor do I believe any grows in Benin, though the morally 
land near the river feems very proper fox it. 
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The arboriferous fruits of Benin are two forts of cocoa-nuts, Cormantyn apples, Pa- 
quovens, bananas, wild figs and fonie others, which are only known here, and are not 
extraordinary. 

The foil, a little diftant from the river, is extraordinarily fruitful; and whatever is 
planted or lowed there, grows very well, and yields a rich crop. But clofe by the river 
the land is not good j for though what is fowmcomes up, yet the contagious damps of 
the river kill it. 

The inhabitants are very well (killed in making feveral forts of dyes, as green, blue, 
black, red, and yellow. The blue they prepare from indigo, which grows here abun¬ 
dantly ■, but the remaining colours are extracted from certain trees by friction and 
decoftion. 

The Negroes here make foap, which is better than any all over Guinea j and by rea- 
fon this walhes very well, the Negroes’ cloaths are very clean. You know it is made 
upon the Gold Coafl with palm oil, banana leaves and the allies of a fort of wood. 
The manner of making it here differs very little. That a prodigious quantity of cotton- 
trees mult needs grow here, you may reafonably conjecture, when I tell you, that not 
only all the inhabitants are clothed with it, but they annually export thoufands of wo¬ 
ven cloaths to other places. 

Thus far have I anfwered you on the heads which you propofed concerning Benin, 
fo that I have only two remaining particulars, which are concerning the King’s revenue, 
and whether any tolls are levied here. As for the fir ft; the King hath a very rich 
income, for his territories are very large and full of governors, and each knows how 
many bags of Boefies (the money of this country) he mull annually raile to the King, 
which amounts to a vaft fum, which it is impoflible to make any calculation of. Others 
of a meaner rank than the former, inftead of money, deliver to the King, bulls, cows, 
fheep, chickens, Jammes and cloaths, in fliort, whatever he wants for his houfe-keep- 
ing; fo that he is not obliged to one farthing expence on that account, and confequently 
he lays up his whole pecuniary revenue untouched. 

Duties or tolls on imported and exported wares are not paid here; but every one 
pays a certain fum annually to the governor of the place where he lives, for the liberty 
of trading. The viceroy fends part of it to the King; fo that his -revenue being deter¬ 
mined and fettled, he can eafily compute what he hath to expeift annually. 

The Europeans are here extraordinarily civilly treated; for the cuftoms which we 
are obliged to pay for every (hip to the King, the great lords, the governors of the place 
where we trade, the Mercadors and Fiadors, or whatever perfons elfe who have any 
demand upon us, do not amount to above fix pounds fterling, for which we become 
entirely free to trade. 

You alfo defired, that when an opportunity offered to get to the city of Benin, I 
lhould give you a particular defcription of it. 1 have now twice fucceffively had the 
happinefs to fee that city, which I (hall reprefent to you in its prefent ftate; whence you 
may judge how far what Dr.Dapper hath faid of it agrees with truth. 

The village of Benin, for it at prefent fcarcely deferves the name of a city, is the refi- 
dence of the great King of Benin, whence the whole land and river alfo borrow their 
name. It is fituate about ten miles landwards in from the village of Agatton. The 
neighbouring country is flat, as is the village itfelf, which is at leaft about four miles 
large. The ftreets are prodigioufly long and broad, in which continual markets are 
kept, either of kine, cotton, elephants’ teeth, European wares, or in (hort whatever is 
to be come at in this country. Thefe markets are kept in the fore and afternoon each 
day. 

Formerly 
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Formerly this village was very thickly and clofely built, and, in a manner, overcharged 
with inhabitants, which is yet vifible from the ruins of half remaining houfes; but at 
prelent the houfes Hand like poor men’s corn, widely diftant from each other. The 
houfes are large and handfome, with clay walls, for here is not a ftone in the whole 
country fo big as a man’s lift. They are covered at the top with reeds, ftraw or leaves. 
The architecture is paffable, conlidering it in comparifon with Negro buildings, and is 
very like the Axim way of building. The inhabitants of this village are all natives, for 
foreigners are not permitted to live here. 

There are feveral very rich men who live here, and attend continually at court, not 
troubling themfelves with either trade or agriculture, or any thing elfe, but leaving all 
their affairs to their wives and (laves, who go to all the circumjacent villages to trade 
in all forts of merchandizes, or other wife ferve for daily wages, and are obliged to bring 
the greateft: part of their gain in trade or hire to their mailers. All male Haves here are 
foreigners, for the natives cannot be fold for Haves, but are all free, and alone bear the 
name of the King’s Haves: nor is it allowed to export any male Haves that are fold in 
this country, for they mull Hay there; but females may be dealt with at every one’s 
pleafure. 

I have already acquainted you with the employment of the great; but that of the 
ordinary citizens is to loiter about whole days, till they hear of any Ihips being come 
into the river, upon which they go thither to trade with what goods they have in (lore j 
and if no Ihips come, they fend their Haves to Rio Lagos, or other places, to buy filh, 
of which they make a very profitable trade farther in-land. 

The handicrafts keep to their work, without troubling themfelves with the court or 
trade. Others employ themfelves in agriculture, or fome fuch thing, in order to get 
their living. 

The ftreets being fo long and wide, as I have faid, are by the women kept very neat j 
for here, as well as in Holland, every woman cleans her own door. 

The women here are as much Haves as in any place in this kingdom. They are 
obliged to keep the daily markets, look after their honfe-keeping and children, as well 
as their kitchens, and till the ground; in Ihort, they have fo much employment, that 
they ought not to fit Hill; notwithftanding which, they dilpatch it all very briikly, and 
with a great deal of pleafure. They behave themfelves very obligingly to all, but more 
efpecially the Europeans, except the Fortuguefe, which they do not like very well; but 
our nation is very much in their favour. 

The King’s court, which makes a principal part of the city, mull not be forgotten. 
It is upon a very great plain, about which are no houfes, and hath, belides its wide ex¬ 
tent, nothing rare. The firlt place we come into, is a very long gallery, if it inuft have 
that name, which is fuftained by fifty-eight ftrong planks, about twelve foot high, inftead 
of pillars; thefe are neither fawed nor plained, but only hacked out. As loon as we 
are paft this gallery, we come to the mud or earthen wall, which hath three gates, at 
each comer one, and another in the middle $ the laft of which is adorned at the top 
with a wooden turret, like a chimney, about fixty or feventy foot high. At the top of 
all is fixed a large copper fnake, whole head hangs downward ; this ferpent is very well 
call or carved, and is the fineft I have feen in Benin. Entering one of thefe gates, we 
come into a plain about a quarter of a mile, almoft fquare, "and enclofed with a low 
wall. Being come to the end of this plain, we meet with fuch another gallery as the 
firft, except that it hath neither wall nor turret. Some time fince, this gallery was half 
thrown down by thunder, fince which no hand hath been laid to it to re-build it. This 
gallery hath a gate at each end, and palling through one of them, a third gallery offers 
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ftfelf to view, differing from the former only in that the planks upon which it refts are 
human figures; but fo wretchedly carved, that it is hardly poffible to diftinguifh whe¬ 
ther they are nioft like men or beafts, notwithftanding which, my guides were able to 
diftinguifh them into merchants, foldiers, wild-beaft hunters, &c. Behind a white car¬ 
pet we are alfo /hewn eleven men’s heads call in copper, by much as good an artift as 
the former carver; and upon each of thefe is an elephant’s tooth, thefe being fome of the 
King's gods. Going through a gate of this gallery, we enter another great plain and a 
fourth gallery, beyond which is the King’s dwelling-houfe. Here is another fnake, as 
upon the firft wall. In the firft apartment, at the entrance of the plain, is the "King's 
audience chamber, where, in prefence of his three great lords, I faw and fpoke with 
him. He was fitting on an ivory couch under a canopy of Indian filk. He was a per- 
fon of an affable mien, and about forty years old. I flood, according to cuftom, about 
thirty paces diftant from him; but defired, in order to obferve him the better, that I 
might approach nearer to him, which, though unufual, he finding granted; and after 
he had beckoned me, I advanced to within eight or ten paces of him. There was no 
perfon in the hall befides the three mentioned great lords, the King, and a Negro with 
a drawn fword in his hand, that looked as fierce as a cabin fentry. 

Whatever any perfon would fay to the King, mull be firft told to thefe three, who 
then report it to him, and bring his anfwer, going thus continually to and from him, 
without any perfon's being able to determine whether they faithfully report the meffages 
on either fide. 

On the King’s left hand, againft a fine tapeftry, I faw feven white fcoured elephants* 
teeth on pedeftals of ivory, which is the manner that almoft all the King’s gods are 
placed within his houfe. I prefented the King with a filk night-gown, with which (as 
I was afterwards told) he was highly pleafed; but whilft 1 was with him, I faw no 
marks of his fatisfaflion, becaufe it was brought to him covered, and he did not fee 
what it was till after my departure; for every thing which is brought to the King is in 
like manner covered with mats, and before and behind thefe prefents feveral Negroes 
march provided with white ftaves. All thofe who happen to meet them in this pof- 
ture, immediately make hafte out of the way, otherwife they would be very well beaten. 
This precaution is taken to prevent all opportunity of poifoning the King’s goods, or 
killing him. 

The coral-feaft happened when I was at this great prince’s court; which, though it 
affords nothing very extraordinary, I fhall yet give you fome defcription of, becaufe it 
is the only day in the year when the King appears publicly. He came molt magnifi¬ 
cently dreffed to the fecond plain, where, under a very fine canopy, was placed a feat 
for him; and there alfo his wives and a great number of his officers of the firft rank, 
all in their richeft dreffes, ranged themfelves around him, and foon after began a pro- 
ceflion; after which, the King alfo removed from his throne, in order to facrifice to 
the gods in the open air, and thereby begin the feaft; which aflion is accompanied 
with the univerfal loud acclamations of his people. After palling about a quarter of 
an hour in this manner, he returned to, and again fat down in his place, where he ftaid 
two hours, in order to give the remainder of the people time to perform their devo¬ 
tions ; which done, he returned home. The remainder of the day was fpent in fplendid 
treating and fealting, and the King caufed all forts of provifions and pardon-wine to be 
diftributed in common to all, and all the great followed his example; fo that, on that 
day, nothing is feen throughout the whole city but all poffible marks of rejoicing. 

I was not able to difeover the nature and intent of this coral-feaft, becaufe the Ne¬ 
groes would not give me any account or explanation of it; their only anfwer to that 
queliion, whenever I put it, being, “ We do not know any thing of it.” 
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In the beginning of my defcription of this city, I informed you of its mean ftate at 
prefent, and that the greateft part of it lies defolate; which, indeed, is deplorable, by 
reafon the circumjacent country is as pleafant as could be wiflied, where no interpoling 
hill or wood rudely interrupts the agreeable profpeft of thoufands of charming trees, 
which, by their wide-extended branches full of leaves, feem to invite mankind to re- 
pofe under their ffiade. The ruin of this town and the circumjacent land was occa- 
fioned by the King's caufing two kings of the ltreet to be killed, under pretence that 
they had attempted his life, though all the world was fatisfied of the contrary, and 
thoroughly convinced, that their overgrown riches were the true caufe of their death, 
that the King might enrich himfelf with their effe&s, as he did indeed. After this bar! 
barity, the King found alfo a third man that Hood in his way, who, being univerfally 
beloved, wak timely warned of that prince's intention, and accordingly took his flight, 
accompanied with three-fourths of the inhabitants of the town ; which the King obferv- 
ing, immediately affembled a number of men from the bordering country, and caufed 
the fugitives to be purfued, in order to oblige them to return; but they were fo warmly 
received by this king of the ftreet and his followers, that they forced them to return 
with bloody nofes, and give their mailer an account of their mifadventure. But he 
refolving not to reft there, makes a frefli attempt, which fucceeded no better than the 
former, which was not all; for the fugitive, thoroughly incenfed and flulhed, came 
dire&ly to the city, which he plundered and pillaged, fparing no place but the King’s 
court; after which he retired, hut inceflantly continued for thd fpace of ten years to 
rob the inhabitants of Great Benin, till at laft, by the mediation of the Portuguefe, a 
peace was concluded betwixt him and the King, by which he was entirely pardoned all 
that was paft, and earneftly requefted by the King to return to his former habitation; 
however, he would not truft himfelf there, but lives two or three davs’ journey from 
Benin, where he keeps as great a court and ftate as the King. 

The returning citizens were affably and amicably received by the King, and preferred 
to honourable offices, in order, by thofe means, to induce the reft to return, which 
probably they will not do, as being very well contented where they are; wherefore it 
is to be feared, that the greateft part of this town is ftill likely to continue uninhabited 

This, fir, is all I can fay of Benin : nor can I, at prefent, give you any account of 
Rio de Caibary, became I was not there, by reafon of the great mortality which hap 
pened amongft our men; but I hope once in my life to meet with an opportunity of 
gomg thither. I pafs over Rio de Gabon and Cabo Lopez di Gonfalvez, becaufe you 
yourfelf have been there; and for the fame reafon, I omit our arrival on the Gold 

I have now only to add my wifhes, that thefe obfervations may in the leaft contri¬ 
bute to your fatisfa&ion, and allure you, that the writer hereof is very ambitious of 
being reckoned amongft your moll humble fervants, and fhall continue fo whilft 


From on board the yacht, Johanna Maria, 
Sept, i, 1702. 


David Van Nvendael, 


A DE. 
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE TOOTH AND GRAIN COAST, &c. 

LETTER XXII. — The Author’s Departure from Elmina , and Arrival at Acra , which 
he leaves , and fails to Cape Lopez di Gonfalvez, which he leaves after trading there, 
andfails along the Equinoctial Line ; Arrival at the Upper Coafl about Cabo Monte ; 
the Author lands, and is very civilly treated by the Inhabitants : a Defcription of the 
King’s Perfon , his Children , and the Multitude of his Wives. — The Induflry of the 
Inhabitants. — The Vegetables, Cattle, and Fijh of the Country. — They marry as many 
Wives as they pleafe; their Habits, Religion , Wars, and Weapons. — Defcription of 
Cape Monte, and Departure from thence. — His Arrival at Cape Mizurado, and going 
on Shore; feme Inhabitants of this Place robbed by the Englijh ; the Trade there ; 
a Defcription of the Place , and its Inhabitants ; the Women do all the Work , and the 
Men live idly ; fame Englijh made Prifoners by them ; a very fine River. — His De¬ 
parture from thence, and Arrival at Rio Junk , before the Town of Corra, where he 
went on fhore, and what he obferved there; a Woman delivered of four Children at a 
Birth. — The Author’s Departure and Arrival at Rio Sejlre; a Defcription of that 
and the Village; of the King and his Subjects ; great Plenty of Rice ; their Trade ; 
Manner of burning the dead.—His Departure ; how the Land bears ; Anchoring before 
Sanguin ; Trade with the Natives, as alfo with thofe of Boffoe and Battewa, who are 
very thievifh ; the Captain of Bottewa comes on board ; his Character. — He fads by 
Battewa and Sino ; Arrival at Sejlro Crou, which is a fine Village ; he fails by Wappo 
and Cape Das Palmas, and arrives at Druwin , where he trades; the Natives have 
very fisarp Teeth , are very favage, and Lovers of human Fiefs. — Rio St. Andrees is 
fo wide and deep, that it is navigable with fmall Ships ; the Inhabitants are barbarous, 
but the Country pleafant and fruitful. — The Author’s Departure and dropping Anchor 
before Cape La Hoe, where there is a great Village and River ; the Natives affable and 
very traClable in Bufinefs .— His Departure andpajfmg JaqueLa Hoe , and the Bottom- 
lefs Pit; Arrival at Affine , but failing by it; Account of the French Garrifon there ; 
Sailing by Cape Apolonia ; Arrival at Axirn, and Conchfion of the Voyage. 

Silt, 

PURSUANT to your orders, this ferves to Fumiih you with an account of our voy¬ 
age, and the countries where we traded. But making but a few days’ ftay on fame of 
them, I am not, therefore, fo able to oblige you with a large account of the national 
conftitution or manners of the inhabitants, as I could wifh I were; fo that I can only 
defire you to believe, that if my relation falls fiiort of your expectation, the fault is to 
be charged on want of opportunity to gratify you, but not in the leaft to want of in¬ 
clination. 

After having taken our leaves under the falvo of a cheerful glafs, we weighed anchor 
and began our voyage. Two days after we arrived at Acra, where we executed our 
commiflion, left that place, and tteered our courfe to Cape Lopez di Gonfalvez, where 

we arrived without any confiderable accident in our pafiage on the-. I fhall not de- 

feribe this Cape to you, who have vifited it yourfelf, but fhall only inform you, that 
after having concluded our trade there, we left it on the ——, and inclined 
to the weft, failing along the Equinoctial, till we came high enough to make the Upper 
Coaft. 
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About ten in the evening, on the 28th of November, we made land: and in the 
morning found ourfelves about ten miles above Cape Monte. The land here bears 
low and flat to the mentioned cape. It is furniflied with numerous villages; but not 
one Negro coming on board us, we were refolved to depart without anchoring and 
make for the cape, where we happily arrived the following day. 

After which I immediately loaded a parcel of goods into the boat, and therewith 
went on fliore, intending to try whether I could deal for any elephants’ teeth, which 
fometimes are plenty there. 

As foon as I landed 1 found the whole fhore filled with Negroes, who very civilly 
welcomed me, and condu&ed me to their houfes, juft beyond the fhore, making out 
three fmaU villages, the whole amount of which was not full thirty houfes. 

As foon as I was come into one of thefe great villages, I was treated with feveral 
pots of wine, and defired to ftay the arrival of their King j which I agreeing to, after 
having paffed an hour. His Majefty appeared, accompanied with a party of men. I 
rofe up in order to meet him before he entered the village, and to falute him with a 
profound reverence. 

He, as well as the reft, bid me heartily welcome, and we went into the village, 
where we fat down together. After fome converfation I alked His Majefty, whether 
there was any probability of trading to any purpofe here; but was anfwered that they 
had not at prefent any ftock of elephants’ teeth; wherefore I was obliged to content 
myfelf with two, there being then no more to be gotten. 

This King was an elderly man, as appeared by his grey head and beard. His name 
was Jan de Cabo Monte, fo called from the point of that name. He was clothed, or 
rather hung with a brown cloak, and a woollen cap on his head j fo that his whole 
equipage, if fold to the brokers, would not yield forty {hillings. 

I was informed, that he was bleffed with fixteen children, twelve fons and four 
daughters. On each of the firft of which he hath beftowed the government of a 
village containing eight huts; for houfes they cannot, with any manner of juflice, be 
called. 

The daughters alfo did their beft to pafs honeftly through the world; but their 
principal trade lay in relieving the travellers’ neCeflities at a very reafonable price. 

If the Negroes are to be credited, the King had not above four hundred wives, who 
all live with him in one village, about three miles in-land from the river-fide. 

This is a very fine river, which begins juft beyond the fhore, without entering the 
fea above once in a year, when, by reafon of the great rains, it overflows. Its courfe 
is extended far in-land, and according to the report of the Negroes, difembogues 
itfelf into the river Sierra Leone, which is a good diftance from this place. 

The inhabitants of Cabo Monte are induftrious to the la ft degree. Their employ¬ 
ments chiefly confift in planting of rice, and boiling of fait j both which al! the 
Negroes are obliged to do for the King, whofe flaves they are accounted. 

The product of this land confifts of a fmall quantity of great Milhio, Jammes, po¬ 
tatoes and rice. The arboriferous fruits here, as well as on the Gold Coaft, are 
Paquovers, bananas, ananas, &c. 

They are not very well ftored with cattle j for they have neither kine nor hogs, 
and but a few fhecp; alfo not many chickens, but they are good. Here are enough 
of elephants, tygers, buffaloes, harts, and other wild beads. Nor is there here the 
/ leaf! want of fifh; the river is full of them, and they catch them with large nets. 

Each man here, at pleafure, marries as many wives as he can maintain, and by 
reafon the women work hard, their keeping is not very expenfive. They feem alfo 
10 to' 
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to live very contentedly with their wives, and not to be much concerned if they fome- 
rimes venture on unlawful pleafures with other men. 

The habit of thefe Negroes is very like lhifts, with wide fleeves, which hang down 
to the knees; or indeed it is more like a furplice: but the women do not wear this 
habit, but inftead thereof a narrow cloth wound about their middles, and tucked m at 
their rides to fallen it, without being at the trouble of doing it by a girdle, as on the 
Gold Coafts ; nor do they wear garters like them. Sometimes they fhamelefsly go 
naked, as if they were proud of what Nature bellows on them in common with the 

reft of their fex. . .... 

I alked them what religion they profeffed; and was anfwered that it principally con* 
filled in reverencing and obeying their King and the governor fet over them, with¬ 
out troubling themfelves with what was above them. 

When I enquired after their wars with other countries, they told me, they were not 
often troubled with them; but if any difference happened, they chofe rather to end 
the difpute amicably, than to come to arms: wherefore their bows and arrows (their 
only weapons) ferve rather for ornament than military ufes. 

This being all I have to fay of Cape Monte, I lhafi take leave of it with only ac¬ 
quainting you that the cape is a very high mountain, whicf?, as we come from the fea, 
looks like a lofty ifland feparated from the coaft. The country hereabouts is very 
pleafant, and alfo feems very fertile. The coaft of Cape Monte extends fouth-eafl and 
by eaft, and north-well and by weft, and is all over flat land. 

. We departed thence, and arrived on the 15th before Cape Mizurado, which is alfo a 
high hill, though not fo high as that of Cape Monte. They are about ten miles diflant 
from each other. 

We caft anchor, but not one Negro coming on board, I Hepped into the chalop, 
and went on Ihore; and after having ftaid awhile on the ftrand, fome Negroes came 
to us; and being defirous to be informed why they did not come on board, I was 
anfwered that about two months before, the Englifh had been there with two large 
veffels, and had ravaged the country, deftroyed all their canoes, plundered their 
houfes, and carried off fome of their people for Haves ; upon which the remainder fled 
to the in-land country, where moft of them were at prefent: fo that here not being 
much to be done for us, we were obliged to return on board, having not been able in 
two days time to come at above three hundred weight of teeth. 

The land betwixt both the laft-mentioned capes is perfectly flat and even; the coaft 
bears as above. Two miles well of this place are three villages, containing about 
twenty houfes each, which, indeed, were the fineft I faw in my whole voyage. Each 
of them had three neat apartments, and covered at the tops, like our hay-ricks in Hol¬ 
land. In one of thefe houfes are commonly lodged fifty or fixty men, women, and 
children, all which confufedty intermix in their lodging : the women are handlbrae, 
and, as the men inform me, are permitted to earn what money they pleafe with their 
bodies. I found all the inhabitants civil and good-natured people. Two old men here 
pretended to be captains, and obliged me to pay feven pound of copper as cuftom. 
By reafon of the injuries which they received from the Englilh, they w'ere fo timorous, 
that they would not venture on board any flup. And if any perfon come armed on 
Ihore, they immediately fly. 

The men do not much trouble themfelves with working, but rather leave that to 
their wives, as believing they have fufficiently fatigued themfelves with trading a little, 
moftly in palm-wine, which is very plenty and good here. They feetn to give thein- 
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felves no more trouble about religion, than their neighbours of Cape Monte, being very 
folicitous about nothing but eating and drinking, and making merry. 

What hath, been faid of the habits, cattle, and fruit, of the former, may alfo ferve 
them: they tell us they live in peace with all their neighbours, and have no notion of 
any other enemy than the Englilh, of which nation they had taken fome then, and 
publicly declared that they would endeavour to get as many of them as the two- 
mentioned fhips had carried off of their natives. Thefe unhappy Englilh were in 
danger of being facrifieed to the memory of their friends, which fome of their nation 
carried off, 

I fhould now take leave of Cape Mizurado, if I did not find myfelf obliged to fay 
fomething concerning the river, which difcharges itfelf into the fea, and is five or fix 
foot deep in the entrance, fo that in calm weather it is eafily navigable with finall 
boats or chalops. It takes its courfe weftwards three miles from hence, and eaft wards 
direftly to Rio Seftre, whither the natives daily pafs in their canoes, and trade either 
in the natural produce of the country, or elephants* teeth, by reafon that a much 
greater number of fhips come to Rio Seftre than here. 

On the 28 th of- we weighed anchor, and left this cape, fleering eaft along 

the Ihore. The coaft bears, and the land fhews as above, for five miles from Mizurado, 
where, at three different places, *we difcover different land ; the firft of which is not 
very high, the laft higher, and the middlemoft higher than both. We did not fee fo 
much as one Negro, or any village, till we were advanced three miles farther eaft- 
ward, where, by reafon of the calm, we were obliged to anchor, and towards the 
evening we faw fire on the Ihore, whence we conjectured that there was a village, and 
the natives made that fign to exprefs their inclination to trade with us, wherefore we 
continued there till next day; but no perfon coming near us in the morning, we 
weighed anchor, and purfued our voyage till noon, when we call anchor once more in 
Rio Junk, and flayed till evening, but faw neither Negroes nor canoes. The land 
hereabouts Ihews low and flat; but farther in-land, difcovers three hills; the two firft; 
of which are fituate weft of Rio Junk, appearing perfectly round, and the large!! in 
the middle. 

The entrance of Rio Junk difcharges itfelf into the fea, and at the point four high 
trees difcover themfelves, two of which are adorned with crowns or round tops, and 
the other two, which are the higheft, are fomewhat thorny. Hereabouts the land 
Ihews chiefly even and doubled. A mile eaft of Rio Junk, are two large clefts, which 
render this cape very diftinguilhable; befide that, it may be eafily known by the mul¬ 
titude of rocks, of which the Ihore is full, and again!! which the fea continually beats 
in a terrible manner. We faw the fires made by the Negroes, to advertife one another 
that there were fliips in fight, but by reafon nobody came on board us, I am of opinion^ 
that they are fait villages. The coaft here extends from eaft to fouth, and from weft 
to north. 

We failed on till three miles weft of Rio Seftre, where a canoe full of Negroes came 
on board us, who defired us to anchor before their village, which was fituate in a 
pleafant wood, which I did, they informing me that they had a good ftock of ele¬ 
phants’ teeth. 

This village is called Corra, and not till this occafion known to the feamen. The 
burning of the fea was fo very fierce here, that it was impoflible to come afhore with 
boat or chalop ; wherefore I went into a canoe, in which, though it was filled with 
water, the Negroes carried me fafe on Ihore. I was fo defirous of feeing this new- 
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difcovered country, that l heartily wiffied to meet with a good opportunity of trading 
to detain me here. 

As foon as I was landed, I aiked my black pilot where their village or dwelling was; 
he led me about a quarter of a mile into the wood, where I difcovered two fmall°mifer- 
ably-built fait villages, one of twelve, and the other of fix houfes, whofe inhabitants, 
who were very bufy in boiling fait, feemed to be wild-men, none of them befides my 
guide having ever, I believe, feen any white men. I could not fpeak one word with 
any of them : my guide, who Ihould have been interpreter, was fo ignorant of tongues, 
that it was not without difficulty that I made him underhand me with words and figns. 
However wild and ftrange they might feem at firft, they yet afterwards appeared very 
civil and courteous; for after I had walked through their country, I defigned to return, 
becaufe 1 law no teeth; but an old man, that looked like their governor, would not 
fuffer me*, but caufed my canoe to be brought from the fhore into his village; and de¬ 
fined.. before my departure, that I would eat and drink with him, which, being hungry, 
I readily confented to. The old man did every thing he was able to treat me well, 
after which he confented to my departure, under condition that I would come again 
next day. 

Thefe Negroes are undoubtedly happy in a numerous ifiite, and the women very 
fruitful, for I accidentally faw a woman laden with four children, and alking my inter¬ 
preter whether they all came at one birth, he anfwered in the affirmative, which in¬ 
duced me to beflow a charitable prefent on the mother and her children ; after which I 
again ftepped into the canoe, and caufed myfelf to be carried to our chalop, fending 
my thanks to the old gentlemen, and telling them, that if they had any goods to trade 
with, they might come to Rio Seftre, where I defigned to fpend fome days. 

As foon as 1 came on board, we weighed anchor, and failed on to Rio Seftre, and 
arrived in the road the 3d of December. Before Rio Seftre the land is very low, 
and beyond it there are two high hills, one of which appears like a femicircle or 
rainbow. 

About a mile weft of this place, are two great rocks, and about as far eaftward a 
point of land ftretches into the fea, fo that this place is eafy to be known. 

The entrance of this river from the fea is full of rocks, which yet lie fix foot under 
water, wherefore it is eafy to pafs over them all with laden boats and chalops, except 
two of them, which appear above water, and are to be avoided. 

The village is fituated clofe to the ftiore, on a rifing ground, and contains about 
fixty houfes, w hich are very neatly built, and fo high, that fome of them appear three 
miles ouf at fea. The buildings here differ from thofe of Mizurado, only in that here 
are more {lories. 

Rio Seftre is a very fine and pleafant river; the banks on each fide are thickly fet with 
high and low trees. Several rivulets and ftnall fprings difeharge themfelves into this 
river; but what adds to the charms of this river, befides the trees, is the multitude of 
villages all along its banks; amongft which is that of the King, fituated about three 
miles up the river, and compofed of about thirty houfes. 

The King, who is a filver-haired very old man, declares that all the inhabitants of 
his village are really defeended from him, which is very probable, they not being very 
numerous. He, like the great or principal men hereabouts, affumes an European 
name, which is Peter. He is a very agreeable, obliging man, and all his fubje&s are 
very civil, as well as very laborious in agriculture and the purfuit of their trade. 

Their habit, fruits of the earth, cattle, and fiih, are the fame with the before- 
mentioned people. 

Thefe 
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Thefe countries feem to live in perfect peace with other countries, for all hereabouts 
we hear of no other wars than a few lkirmilhes which formerly happened with the in¬ 
land Negroes, who burned their village by furprife: but they took moft of them 
prifoners, and fold them, which entirely ended the war. 

The inhabitants, as I have already hinted, are very induftrious, efpecially in the 
planting of rice, which is their chief employment. Rice increases fo prodigioufly here, 
that in a very fliort time we eafily get enough to load a fliip. Thofe above the common 
rank drive a perpetual trade in rice, Malaget, and elephants’ teeth, though the quan¬ 
tity of the laft is very fmall. 

I cannot omit their ftrange manner of burial, having had the opportunity of obferv- 
ing an inftance of it, in the interment of an old woman, during the time of my .trading 
here. As foon as dead, her corpfe was covered with a cloth, and the people of the 
whole village, neither old nor young excepted, came and ranged themfelves in very good 
order round the corpfe, and each of them was provided with a few Banana leaves to 
lliade and defend the old woman from the heat of the fun. The men, in a defperate 
and diftracted manner, run about the houfe of the deceafed, continually and difmally 
howling, infomuch that if Ihe had been but half dead, it had been fufficient to have 
accelerated her departure. The women, which fat round the body, alfo began to lift 
up their voices, as not being willing to be out-done ; and if I were to be judge, I could 
fcarcely determine which of the fexesmade thegreateft noife. This jarring difcord con¬ 
tinued inceffant for the fpace of twenty-four hours. But, on the fecond day, there was 
a fmall ceflation ; by reafon that an empty canoe was brought juft before the dwelling 
of the deceafed, into which the corpfe was laid j next which was placed a pot of rice, 
and another of palm-wine, in order to fupply her, if Ihe happened to be either hungry 
or thirfty on her journey; and after that the canoe was filled with all forts of green 
plants. After this the mourning cry was renewed, and continued about half an hour; 
next to which appeared ten young vigorous fellows, who took up the corpfe and canoe, 
both which they carried to the river, in order to be tranfported to the place of her 
nativity, and buried there. Which I at firft conjectured to be in obedience to the 
laft teftament of the deceafed; but was afterwards informed, that it was cuftomary for 
every perfon to be buried at the place of his birth, though be happened to die at 
never fo great a diftance from thence ; and that though the deceafed had not left any 
effefts behind to defray the expence, the neighbours were yet obliged to bear the 
charge. The old woman was then carried up the river and buried, and three days 
afterwards the friends and relations returned home, and brought with them a fheep 
and a good quantity of palm-wine, to keep the burying-feaft. I kept near them, in 
order to obferve them; but they no fooiier faw me, but invited me to participate with 
them; which I was eafily perfuaded to, by reafon I had been dealing for rice the whole 
day, and had not eaten. I ate and drank very heartily with them, as long as either 
wine or eatables lafted, thinking 1 had been very well treated, but next morning found 
my error; for the relations and the whole Company came and brought me a fcurvy 
reckoning, and I could not get rid of them, without making each of them a particular 
prefent; when I fummed up the matter, I found that the expence of the whole feaft 
was defrayed out of my pocket, which obliged me to clap down as a memorandum in 
my note-book, never again to venture to an old woman’s funeral. 

This, fir, is all I have to fay concerning Rio Seftre, which 1 ftiould have gone far¬ 
ther up, and have more particularly vifited the country, if any-body had been with me 
to take care of our trade, or we had not been bound farther. But the Englilh ihips 
generally come fo thick upon this Coaft, that without utmoft diligence in my poll, I 
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could not expect to do any thing. Nay, at lafl we found trade here at fuch a low 
ebb, that we were obliged to leave this place on the nth of December, not flaying 
here above eight days. 

Sailing then from Rio Seftre we found the fliore plain double land. The coaft ex¬ 
tends north-weft and fouth-eaft. Three miles below Rio Seftre is a great mountainous 
rock, on which grows a very high tree: this place is called Little Seftre ; and about a 
mile and half farther eaft, appoint juts into the fea; on the land next which appears a 
great rock, which is white at the top, and at fea looks like a Ihip under fail. 

A little below this we dropped anchor, before the village of Sanguin, where we 
could deal but to a fmall value. 

Whilft we lay here the Negroes of Boft'oe and Bottewa came on board us with a 
canoe, laden with Malaget, for which they defired only Annabaffes; fo that I dif- 
pofed of all I had to them in two days' time. 

I found no other difference of the Negroes of Sanguin, than that thefe were bigotted 
to a very pernicious opinion, that dextrous robbery is very lawful and expedient; 
wherefore we are obliged to deal very cautioufly, for they readily buy whatever com¬ 
modities they fee, but are fure never to pay for them. 

The land about Sanguin is eafily diftinguifhed by feveral high trees, which /hew 
themfelves eaft wards of it. 

About a mile eaft of Sanguin lies Boffbe, which may be known by a plain fand- 
point, is environed with large and fmall rocks. Here a Negro came on board, who 
called himfelf James, and pretended to be captain of Boffoe; he fpoke a confufed fort 
of language, being a mixed jargon of Englilh and Portuguefe. He feemed a great 
lover of the female fex, which was the whole fubjeft with which he entertained us. 
He told us, unalked, that he had ten wives, and out of good hufbandry graciouily 
now and then bellowed one of them on his fon Jooft, who was on board with him. 

When we reprefented to him the wickednefs of fuch an aftion, and told him, that 
no place in the world allowed it, he laughed aloud, and laid, “ That they were, then, 
fools to infill on fuch a trifle ; and that, as his people were better informed, they 
a&ed accordingly.” 

We fenr thefe heroes on lhore, and left Bofibe, in order to purfue our voyage. 

About three miles farther, is the village of Bottewa, fituate on the fliore; and half 
a mile weft of it, a great rock appears in the fea ; and about a mile below Bottewa, 
another rock, very like the former, difcovers itfelf; a mile beyond which, the high 
land of Bottewa appears, confifting of a multitude of high hills. We traded for feme 
grain or Malaget, while we were failing, without fo much as anchoring; for which 
reafon I had no opportunity of obferving the country and its inhabitants, though I 
believe they do not much differ from thofe of Boffoe. 

A mile and a half beyond Bottewa, is the village Sino, which is diftinguilhable by a 
great rock upon a fand-point, jutting a little into the fea ; behind that is a great river, 
which, according to the report of the Negroes, extends itfelf far in-land, and is not 
much lefs confiderable than Rio Seftre. I could not come at any farther information, 
for the Negroes fpeak fuch a barbarous language that they are not to be underllood 
without difficulty. The coaft extends itfelf here fouth-eaft and by eaft, and north-weft 
and by weft ; the land is very even. , 

We failed from hence, and came the -20th of December to Seftre Crou. The land 
is here flat and low, the village is beautiful and large, and rather larger and more ex- 
ten five than Elmina. Behind it the land is higher, and adorned with a good number of 

* large. 


544 


bosman’s guinjja. 


large, though leaflefs trees. There are two great rocks on the Ihore, about half a 
mile diftant Irom each other, by all which marks this place is eafily known. 

The NegroeS here feemed to be a good fort of people, honeft in their dealings, and 
much more regular than thofe who live higher up. Their language is utterly unintel¬ 
ligible ; wherefore it is impoffible to learn any thing of their manners and cuftoms. The 
cattle and fruits here are like thofe at other places, they being well furnilhed with both. 
The filhery and the fifti are not at all different from thofe on the Gold Coaft. 

Having finifhed our trading affairs here, we failed on to the village Wappo, about 
three miles diftant from Seftre Crou. The marks of this place are feveral high drag¬ 
gling trees, which appear upon a high hill beyond the fhore; the tops of thefe trees 
appear very red at a diftance. Before Wappo a very large rock difcovers itfelf, which 
feems feparated from the fhore, though really on it. As we failed by the land, it ap¬ 
peared but faintly, if at all. The coaft ftretches eaft-fouth-eaft, and weft-fouth-weft ; 
all, or at leaft as far as we could fee of it, flat land, to about three miles weft of 
Cabo das Palmas, where a point of land juts into the fea, which, at a diftance, looks 
like a dolphin, and hath a large village on it, and four trees in the midft of it, which 
we took to be cocoas. 

We made our ufual fign to invite the Negroes on board us, but none coming, we 
did our beft: to double the mentioned cape, which fonietimes proves difficult enough, 
if we are too near the fhore. We paffed it notwithftanding, in the night, the 25th of 
December, and not obferving any villages or Negroes next day, we purfued our Courfe 
to Druwin. The coaft from cape Palm to Druwin bears eaft and by north, and weft 
and by fouth, about twenty-fix miles, all high and flat land. 

On the 26th ditto, in the evening, and next day, fome Negroes, in three canoes 
laden with elephants’ teeth, came on board us, and after giving them their Dasje, or 
prefent, I dealt with them for the ivory at the deareft rate. 

I never yet faw more covetous men, or greater favages. They begged every thing 
they faw ; and if we deny them, or fpeak warmly to them, as to other Negroes, they 
immediately leap over-board and make to land; fo that we can fcarcely trade with thefe 
people, otherwife than to confiderable lofs. 

Their teeth, with which they eat human flefh, when they can come at it, were as 
fliarp as awls; wherefore I fliould not advife any to fet foot on land here, who is not 
fond of being buried in their bellies. 

The land-marks here are very plain, and render this country eafily diftinguifhable, 
partly by its height and lofty trees, but principally by reafon of three or four large 
villages which there difcover themfelves, each of which is fitoate about half a mile 
from the other. Behind the laft village appears a high point to the eaft, where the 
land begins to grow into a promontory, in which is the large river of St. Andrew, 
which difcharges itfelf into the fea, and takes its courfe, according to the Negroes, weft- 
wards, and is fo wide and deep, that it is navigable with barks, with which we'might 
come in and trade, if we were but affured the natives would not moleft us, which no 
perfon is able to give us a fatisfa&ory affurance of, fince here the inhabitants are the 
greateft brutes on the whole Coaft; and whoever trades here, ought to keep fpies aloft 
to prevent his being furprized by them. 

Thefe barbarians are poffeffed of a country which affords them an envied plenty of 
all manner of provifion; for Mithio, Jammes, Paquovens, Bananas, and in fhort, 
whatever the Gold Coaft produces, is here very plenty j and they have befides great 
abundance of kine, Iheep, poultry, &c. as alfo wild beafts, and, indeed, want nothing 
neceffary to the fupport of life j all which we may juftly grudge them, becaufe out of 
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pure croflhefs they will not fell any, except the worft part of them, which they do not 
like themielves, and that at a very dear rate. 

We find even in this age feveral who doubt, whether there are any wild men ill the 
world fo far degenerated from human nature as to kill and eat their own fpedes; for 
they fay, “ If there were any fuch, they would not be diftinguiftred from brutes by 
any thing but their fpeech, which feerns to clafh with the divine goodnefs, which 
endowed man only with a rational foul, that he might know what was necelTary for 
himbefides which, they take it for granted, that no man can properly be called 
wild, but fuch a one as like the beads, feparated from all fociety, pafleth his life in 
woods and wilderneffes, without any regard to divine or human laws ; and that fince 
none of thefe men were ever obferved from the beginning of the world, they venture 
to conclude, that there never was, nor never will be any fuch. But this argument 
feems very weak; for experience hath long fince convinced us, that there are men- 
eaters in the world. Antiquity hath left us accounts of it; and it is from time to time 
confirmed by a crowd of authors. Our North Holland preacher hath clearly proved 
it; and though he is not always in the right, yet what he faith of the Brazilians and 
other neighbouring nations, is undoubted truth. But what need I to apply to other 
wirnefies, whilfl you yourfelf have experienced the truth of it in thofe in-land Negroes 
which come from the country beyond Ardra, who imagine, that we buy them and 
carry them oft' only in order to eat them; which jealoufy would not probably enter 
their thoughts, if they did not certainly know that there were man-eaters in the world: 
and as to what they farther fay concerning wild-men, I will readily own, that there 
are no fuch wild-men as they deferibe in the world, if they will but allow on the other 
fide, that fame men differ from the other fo much, that fome may be comparatively 
called wild, or brutes, which doth not proceed from this, that they as well as we are 
not endowed with a rational foul ; but from their reafonable fouls being degenerated 
by barbarous ufages, and for want of converfation with civilized nations. Nor are ex¬ 
amples wanting of men, who by accidents which happened in their youth, have been 
obliged to continue feveral years in the woods, which in procefs of time rendered them 
fo wild, that they afterwards became afraid of and fled from all men. But enough of 
this, let every one believe what he pleafes. 

On the 29th we left this progeny of Cham, and fleered fouth-eaft and by fouth; i. e. 
- after failing a mile and a half we came to the Sixteen Red Clifts, which take up in all 
about three miles in length, and in dear weather are vifible fix or feven miles out at 
fea. I found here neither Negroes nor villages. The Coaft bears as above ; and from 
Druwyn to Cape Lahoe is about twenty-feven miles. 

On the 30th ditto, we anchored before Cape l.ahoe. The land declines here, and’ is 
very low on the fea-fide. The village is very large, and feems to flretch about a mile 
along the fhore. Betwixt the lioufes throughout the whole place are multitudes 
of cocoa-trees, as at Axim; and if this land were fo high as that, and had a fort built 
in the midft of the town, it would not be much unlike that in any thing befides the 
largenefs of the village. About three miles on land beyond the village, are feveral 
high hills; and a mile weft of Cape Lahoe is a large river, which runs to the river 
of St. Andrew, and a great many miles into the in-!and country, as alfo eafhvards, 
though not very farj for failing but a few miles eaftward, our courfe is flopped 
by land. 

The Negroes feem here affable and civil, and were very eafy to be dealt with, only 
they held their elephants’ teeth fomewhat dear at that time. But that was occalioned 
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by the great numbers of Englilh and Dutch interlopers, though mod of the firft, which 
had lately been here. 

This place is as plentifully blefled with provifions as Druwyn, with this difierence 
only, that it is better and cheaper. I cannot fay much more concerning this place, 
only inform you, what the Negroes told me, that they were very populous, and were 
ruled by one chief captain or governor. 

Having done' our bufinefs we weighed anchor, and purfued our voyage to Jaque 
Lahoe, about three miles farther, the Coaft bearing in the fame manner. We were 
informed by the Negroes, that they had no flock of elephants’ teeth; wherefore we 
refolved to fail to the Bottomlefs Pit (fo called from an imagination that it really is fo ; 
but the contrary hath been experienced), about four miles farther. 

The land from below, or a little weftward of Cape Lahoe, to Jaque Lahoe, is dif- 
tinguifhed in the maps and charts by the name of the Quaqua Coaft j but wherefore 
fo called I cannot determine, unlefs it be, that fome compare the fpeech of thefe 
Negroes to the noife of ducks, which I cannot confirm to you, becaufe I could not 
obi’erve fo remarkable a difference betwixt their language and that of other Negroes, as 
lliould make it found like Quoaking. The natives call their country Adouw, and 
themfelves Adouwfians; but we follow our chart and call them Quaquaans. 

You are probably acquainted with the expert fwimmiag and diving of thefe Negroes, 
which I have feveral times feen with furprize. Whenever they were on board, and 
I threw a tiring of coral, or any thing elfe into the fea, one of them would immediately 
dive after it, and though almoft got to the bottom, fetch it up again. This they feldom 
miffed of, and were fure of what they brought up as their reward. 

We paffed the night in the Bottomlefs Pit, and arrived in the morning at Aflinee 
which we guefs to be about feven miles below the mentioned Pit. The Coaft here 
bears eaft by fouth. Here are no elephants’ teeth, but gold*to be traded for; but we 
had no orders to deal in that commodity, wherefore we failed by Aflmee. Notwith- 
ftandmg which, fome Negroes in a canoe come on board me; 1 afked them, « How 
they agreed with the French?” they anfwered, “ That all the Caboceroes of Aflinee, 
together with then fubjefts, were gone from thence, and had fettled a mile above the 
village; where they continued at prefent, without entertaining the Ieall commerce or 
correfpondence with the French, who had only a bare lodge on the fliore, encompaffed 
with pahlkdoes, and provided with five pieces of canon, and then guarded by eight 
men, who were well furniflied with provifions, left there by the French Chips, but were 
fometiraes in great want of water, which the Negroes always endeavoured bv force to 
keep them from fo that thefe Negroes were of opinion, that the French, unlefs they 
received lome affiftance from Europe, could not long fubfift there, but would be ob- 
liged to abandon the place upon the firft opportunity. 

. 1 i me ^ ll difcover what part of this relation deferves credit, though I believe that 
the French are not in fuch a wretched condition as they reprefented them 

The Coaft from Aflinee to Cape Apollonia bears eaft-ibuth-eaft; the Coaft is in all 
parts furmfhed with great and finall villages : but no Negroes came on board us ■ 
wherefore I cannot give you any account of this country or their inhabitants 

fclll thvl mem }° u f n Cape appears to be low plain ground ; behind it are three high 
hills, which are us diftmgmflimg marks ; without them it would not deferve the name 
of a Cape, than which it is nothing lefs, and would be failed by without ever being 
feen. rrotn hence to Axim feems to be about feven miles, though others think it 
mme. 1 lie land betwixt both places is very low, and adorned with rhouiands of 
cocoa-trees. 1 he fliore is extraordinarily broad, flat, and looks as if paved with bricks, 
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and is a fine road to travel on with coaches, or chaifes, as in Holland. At the end of 
this Ihore is Rio Cobre, about half a league above Axim; but you yourfelf being better 
acquainted with this Coaft than I can pretend to, I ihall conclude this account of my 
voyage, with humbly defiring your kind acceptance of my relation, alluring you, that 
I have not failed to note every thing which was remarkable. Wherefore, after requat¬ 
ing the continuance of your favours, I take the liberty to fubfcribe myfeif. 

Your obedient fervant. 

From on board the yacht Johanna Jacoba, , John Snoek. 

before Axim, Jan. the 2d, 1702. 
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LOANGO, KAKONGO, 

\ and OTHER KINGDOMS IN AFRICA. 

By the Abbe Proyart.* 


CHAP. I. — Dejign and Divifmi of the Work. 

JT is furprifing enough, that though our vefTels habitually frequent the coafts of 

Loango, Congo, and other kingdoms in Africa, and our merchants have ware- 
houl'es there, yet we know abfolutely nothing of what pafles in the interior of thofe 
Hates, and what the people are who inhabit them. We land among them, give them 
European merchandize, take in flaves, and return. No one hitherto had penetrated 
into the country as an obferver no one at leaft had remained there a fufficient time to 
makefuch obfervations as might be relied on. We judge of thofe different people by 
the inhabitants along the coafts; and becaufe thefe perfons, frequently impofed upon 
by Europeans, make no fcruple of impoling on them in return, we accufe the whole 
nation of duplicity. They fell men, — we accufe them of inhumanity. Is there, then, 
fo much more humanity in buying them than in felling them? But we do not confider, 
that the men whom they fell are enemies taken in war, and whom in many cafes they 
might have a right to put to death. We believe that the father fells his fon, and the 
prince his fubjeHs; he only who has lived among them can know that it is not even 
lawful for a matter to fell his Have, if he be born in the country, unlefs he have incurred 
that penalty by certain crimes fpecified by law. 

But thefe are not the only imputations on thofe people; it is pretended that they are 
as diffolute in their manners as they are perfidious and inhuman in the affairs of life ; 
and without hearing their anfwer to charges fo grave, we proceed to arraign them, and 
aflume conjectures and hearfay, vague and partial relations, as the proofs and teftimonies. 
They are at once accufed, tried, and condemned. Perfons who have never confidered 
their country but from the top of the obfervatory, excommunicate them, with map in 
hand, and pronounce their regions to have fallen from all hope in the religion of 
the true God, In a fentence fo rigorous, founded on fo frivolous an accufation 
are we to recognize an age in which the di&ates of reafon and humanity alone are 
heard ? 

Thefe people have vices,—what people is exempt from vice ? But were they even 
more wicked and more vicious, they would be fo much the more entitled to the com- 
miferation and good offices of their fellow-men; and fhould the miffionary defpair of 
making them Chriftians, men ought Hill to endeavour to make them men. 

* Park, 1776. 
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This office, fo worthy of a true philofopher, was never dlfcharged by any but the 
Chriftian philofopher; fo true is it, that humanity as well as the other focial virtues, 
are more the offspring of the Chriftian religion than of the philofophy of the day. 
Miffionaries were they, who, notwithHanding prejudices fo unfavourable to the people 
of whom we fpeak, made no hefitation in leaving their country to eftablifli themfelves 
among them, with the intention, if not of making them perfeS, at leaft of improving 
them. In this hiftory we fhn.ll hazard no conjecture: we lhall make no ftarement but 
upon irreproachable teltimony. As they knew not the language of the country on their 
arrival, they had leifure to be obfervers, before they could become miffionaries. 

It is not to be expected that we ihould give a very extenlive hiftory of nations who, as 
vet, have neither acquired the ufe of letters, nor employ any fubftitute for them ; fo that 
the prefent work will be, not fo much a recital of what has pafl'ed among them, as 
a portraiture of their aftual condition. 

In this will be found the geographical fituation of the places and the temperature 
of the climate; the nature of the foil and its moft common productions, vegetable and 
animal; the character of the people; their virtues and their vices; their alliances, 
their occupations, their government and laws, their commerce and their wars, their 
language and religion. 

CIIAP. II. — Of the Situation of the Country , and the Temperature of the Air,. 

THE people of whom we treat inhabit the weftern coaft of Africa, from the equi¬ 
noctial line to the river of Zaira, the mouth of which.is about fix degrees of latitude 
fouth. 

This extent of country is divided into feveral kingdoms, the moft remarkable of 
which is that of Loango : it commences at the village of Makanda: not at half a degree 
from the equator, as fonie travellers have Hated, ‘but about 4 0 5' fouth latitude. It 
has twenty leagues of coaft, and terminates at the river of Louango-Louifa, the 
courfe of which is 5 0 5' of the fame latitude. Bouali, the capital, commonly called 
Loango by the French, is fituated about 4 0 45'. The kingdom of Kakongo* called by 
mariners Malimba, and that of N’ Goio which they denominate Cabiuda, are to the 
fouth of Loango. To the north is found the kingdom of Iomba, called by mariners 
and geographers Maiomba, but erroneoufly fo, becaufe Ma-Iomba fignifies king of 
Iomba, as Ma-Loango fignifies king of Loango. Eaftward of Loango are fituated the 
kingdoms of N’ Teka, and another kingdom of Iomba, which is fometimes confounded 
with the former. Beyond thefe kingdoms are others, unknown to us, and into which 
no Europeans have hitherto penetrated. 

As thefe different ftates are fituated at no confiderable diftance front the equinodial 
line, the days and nights are pretty nearly equal throughout the year; cold is never 
felt there. A naturalift in his cabinet would conclude that the heats mu ft be ex- 
; but perfons on the fpnt find them tolerable; and it is impoflible to avoid re¬ 
cognizing and admiring that Providence which has anticipated every thing, and which 
tempers and governs the great whole with wonderful economy. The year in thefe 
climates is divided into two feafons of nearly equal duration. The moft agreeable and 

* £ OTnc geographers call this kingdom Caconda* Mali mho i$ the part of Kakongo, as Cabinda is of 

Goio. Thus, to call thefe kingdoms Maiimbo and Cabinda would betlie fame thing^as if the Englifh 
y. rre w ca |] France the kingdom of Calais, becattfe their veffeis touch at the port of that town. 
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healthy commences in the month of April, and terminates in October, During this time 
no rain falls; but in the night there are dews fufficiently abundant to promote the 
vegetation of plants. The fun, during fix months of drought, would heat the earth to 
excefs, were it not that the iky is molt generally covered with vapours which intercept 
its rays and moderate the heats- The dry feafon is not the hotteft ; the fummer is 
reckoned from the month of October to April* The heats in this period are exeeflive, 
and would be tinfupportable, efpecially to Europeans, if there were nothing to mitigate 
their violence; but they are accompanied with abundant and almoft continual rains, which 
refrefh the atmofphere ; they are alt ftormy rains, and few days pafs in which thunder 
is not heard- 

Thefe rains form marfhes in many places, the exhalations of which corrupt the purity 
of the air* The natives of the country fuffer not rhe fmalleft inconvenience from them; 
but Europeans, who are not inured to the climate, ought to remove as far as poflible 
from thofe marfhy trails* The kingdom of Kakongo, for this reafon, is much more 
wholefome than that of Loango, becaufe not only the rains are lefs frequent, but the 
face of the country is fo difpofed, as to favour their efflux. 

CHAP* III* — Of the Soil , the Waters , and the Forejts . 

THE land is in general light, and rather fandy; more fit for the growth of maize 
and millet, than for any of the kinds of grain which we cultivate in Europe. It is alfo 
very fertile; grafs grows on it naturally to the height of eight or ten feet ; but the 
Negroes know not how to hufband and improve fuch good means; they merely work 
the furface with a fort of fpade or hoe, and this in the rainy feafon. This flight culture, 
however, is fufficient to make the land yield an hundred fold, and often much more, 
of whatever grain or plants may*be beftowed on it. A fingle grain of maize produces 
as much as eight hundred, and commonly does not yield fewer than fix hundred. 

In the country are feen many mountains, and fome very high ones. They contain 
neither Hones nor flints, but confift merely of an accumulation of the fame earth which 
covers the plains. 

Notwithstanding fix months of continual rain, there are vaft plains uncultivated and 
lying wafte for \vant of water. To whatever depth they dig, neither tuffa nor {tone is 
found. It is a ftratum of compact argil, which confines the water to the interior of 
the earth : it is interrupted in certain places, whence it occurs that the waters fubfiding 
gradually undermine the furface, and often excavate large and deep abyffes which open 
inftantaneoufly during the fall of the rains* The inhabitants of the country flee as far 
as poflible from the vicinity of thefe moving grounds, which are left uncultivated* 

The Negroes know not the ufe of wells, nor do they even dig any : it is from the 
lakes, fountains, and rivers, that they procure the waters they want, and fometimes 
they have to fetch it from a great diftance* 

The ftreams and rivers which water the country, flow, for the mo ft part, through deep 
valleys, and are fliaded by thick forefts, which keep the waters cool and freffl. The river 
Zaira, which forms the fouthern boundary of the kingdoms of N* Goio and Kakongo, 
flows with equal abundance and rapidity after the months of drought, and at the end 
of the rainy feafon. It has been obferved, that fuch was the cafe with the little rivers, 
and even the fmalleft rivulets; they are never dried up ; nor is there even any percep¬ 
tible diminution of their waters during the drought* Might it not be laid, in explana¬ 
tion of this phenomenon, that the water of the rains with which the earth is impreg¬ 
nated 
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nated for fix months in the year, difcharges itfelf only by degrees, and during a limila r 
fpace of time, into the rivers, and the refervoirs which conllitute their fources. 

Forefts of perpetual verdure cover a great extent of the country. All the Negroes 
have the right of hunting there, and may cut as much wood as they think proper: but 
they content themfelves with collecting the dead wood, which ferves them for firing. 
Some of the forefts are fo thick, that the hunters cannot penetrate them, except by 
gaps and avenues which the wild beafts make, ill order to get to the plains to feed 
during the night, and quench their third; in the rivers. 

CHAP. IV. — Of the Plants , efculent Vegetables , Pulfi\ and the Fruits of the Earth. 

THE people of thefe countries, naturally little inclined to labour, attach themfelves 
particularly to the cultivation of thofe plants which produce 1110ft with lead; trouble; 
fiich is the manioc. Its italic .is a fpecies of dirub of tender and juicy wood, which 
bears leaves much refembling thofe of the wild vine. A, ftalk of manioc produces 
every year ten or twelve roots, fifteen or twenty inches long and four or five in diame¬ 
ter. The manioc might be raifed from feed, but as it {hoots from the end, they cut 
the ftalk into finall pieces, which they fix in the earth during the rainy feafon, and 
which bring forth the fame year. In order that the fame ftalk may produce, for feveral 
years in fucceifion, nothing is required but to leave in the. ground, at the gathering, 
fome of the lnialler roots. 

The manioc is the bread of the people, and a conftant food which the poor have 
always in plenty; hence no beggars are to be feen in the country. If, however, the rain 
were not to fall at the ufual leafon, which, as they allure us, is fometinies the cafe, 
there would enfue a nioft cruel famine; for thefe people preferve no provifions from 
year to year, nor have they any means of procuring fupplies from abroad. 

They prepare the root of the manioc in feveral ways: alter having let it ferment in 
water for fome days, they cut it, lengthwife, into flips, which they parch $ otherwife 
they make a fort of compoft of it. For this purpofe, the Negroes have earthen veffels 
with two bottoms; they put the manioc upon the upper one, which is perforated like 
a cullender; the lower bottom is full of water: they clofe the vefiel hermetically, and 
place it on the fire: the evaporation of the boiling water cooks the manioc, which 
would be iniipid if it were not done in water. 

There is a fpecies of acid manioc, which is never eaten till after the juice has been 
exp re fled, and the juice is a poifon. It has been obferved, that the copper veflels in 
which they prepared this manioc, did not take the verdegris even for feveral days after 
they had been ufed for this purpofe. The leaf of the manioc alfb is eaten, after the 
manner of Ipinage. Belides the manioc, there is nothing which the Negroes cultivate 
with more care titan the Pmda, which we call Piftachio: it is a fpecies of long nut, 
which ineioles two almonds under a very (lender film. This fruit is Town in furrows: 
it purs forth a (talk which at iirft refembles that of the trefoil; but afterwards filaments 
(hoot from it, which, after creeping feme dillance on the furface of the ground, pene¬ 
trate into it by the fummit. The ftalk then lhoots out a fmall yellow flower, which does 
not fruftify: it is at the end of the filaments which have entered the earth that the 
fruit is found in great quantities. It is very good to the rafte, but is indigeftible; they 
have it broiled before they eat it. They alfo bruife it in order to make a pafle, which 
ferves as a feafoning for their ragouts. They exprefs from it a tolerably delicate oiL> 

1 o There 
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There is found in this country a potatoe entirely fimilar to thofe which are cultivated 
in our own North American colonies. The Africans call it Bala-n’-poutou, a root 
of Europe ;* doubtlefs becaufe the Portuguefe mult have brought it to them from 
America. It is of better quality and more faceharine than our European potatoes. 
The ftalk, cut to bits and ftuck in the earth, reproduces the lpecies. 

The Ignam is a thick fhapelefs root covered with knots, which inclofe as many germs. 
In order to reproduce it, they cut it into fmatl pieces which they rub upon the allies, 
and leave them expofed to the heat of the fun; they then put them in the earth : each 
piece produces a long ftalk which they fupport with a prop. The root of the Ignam is 
more pleafant to the palate than that of the manioc, but the Negroes negleft the culture 
of it becaufe it produces little. 

In the rainy feafon they plant four or five forts of final! beans fimilar to our haricots. 
There are feverat lpecies of them, of which they can gather three crops in lefs than 
fix months. They have alfo an earth pea, the ftalk of which refembles that of our 
wild ftrawberry plant; it trails along the ground like that of the Pinda, and it enters 
by filaments, at the ends of which the peas are found; they are agreeable to the tafte, 
but indigeftible in European ftomachs. 

The melons, pompions, and cucumbers demand fcarcely any care. The fpinage 
and forrel grow in the fields without culture. Near the villages and along the roads 
is foutid purflain quite like ours. Dogs’-grafs is not more uncommon there than with 
us, and the Negroes alfo ufe its root for making ptifan when they are lick. 

Our Palma Chrifti is very common on the plains. Tobacco feems to be one of the 
natural productions of the country; the Negroes call the feed of it at random into 
their court-yards and gardens, where it fructifies without tillage. Some perfons, in 
imitation of the Europeans, take the tobacco as fnuff, but all of them fmoke; and the 
men and women have their pipes of potter’s earth. 

Cabbages, radilhes, and the greater part of our European table-vegetables accom¬ 
modate themfelves perfectly well to the foil; chicory alfo grows here as fine as in 
France. 

In many provinces they cultivate maize or Turkey-wheat. It grows fo readily that 
in the fpace of fix or feven months they gather fix or feven crops from the lame land. 
As the inhabitants of the country know not the ufe of mills, they pound the grains of 
maize in a wooden mortar and reduce it to meal, which they make into a pafte and bake 
it under the cinders. Sometimes they parch their grains much in the fame way as 
we roaft our coffee, and eat it without any other preparation. 

In the kingdom of Kakongo there is a lpecies of millet, the ftalk of which grows as 
thick as a man’s arm; it bears ears which weigh as much as two and even three 
pounds. This plant is indigenous; they find it the midlt of the defart plains, but 
few people beftow any particular culture upon it. 


CHAP. V. — Of the Trees and Shrubs . 

THE pann-tree* of all fruit-trees* is that which the Negroes account the mo /1 ufe- 
ful: it grows to a height of forty or fifty feet* on a trunk of from fifteen to eighteen 
inches diameter. It fends out no branches* but merely a tuft of leaves with the fpread 
of a fan at its top. Thefe leaves* before they expand* form a large white lettuce, 
extremely tender and of a faceharine and vinous tafte* Toe palm-tree produces its 
fruit in bunches* each grain of which is of the fize of a nut* and is called the palm-nut; 
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die Ikin (or flieilj is yellowifii. This nut is eatable ; but they generally boil it in water 
or roaft it on the coal, then they bruifa it, and exprefe from it an oil which ferves to 
feafon their ragouts, or to anoint their bodies. Each nut bears a kernel, which is very 
hard, and enclofes an almond, the tafteof which the negroes deem excellent. 

They alfo draw from the palm-tree a liquor which the Europeans call palm-wine, 
in order to do this they make a flight incifion in that part of the tree where the fruit 
begins to form a fmall tumour before it blows they Hick into the incifion a leaf folded 
in the form of a gutter, to ferve as a vehicle for the liquor, which is received in a cala- 
balh, attached over night to the palm-tree ; it is commonly found full the next morning. 
This liquor forms the common beverage of the rich ; it has the tafte of our wine when 
brought irelh out of the wine-prefs; it is peftoral and refrefliing: they fay, that it intoxi¬ 
cates when it is taken to excefs ; it acidulates in a few days. The natives of the country 
do not prefer any liquor to the palm-wine except the brandy, which is brought to them 
from Europe. 

The cocoa-tree differs from the palm-tree only by its fruit ; it alfo produces grapes; 
but the grains are of the fize of a fmall melon. This fruit is clothed with a very hard 
ftell, Efficiently folid to admit of beads being cut out of the entire fubftance. The 
milky juice which iffues in abundance from the opening of the cocoa is a fweet beverage, 
and at the fame time very agreeable and nourifliing, while the folid fubftance cut from 
its Ihell conftitutes a good and tolerably wholefome food. It appears that the cocoa-tree 
is not indigenous, and that it was tranfported from America to Africa by the Euro¬ 
peans, becaufe the cocoa is called banga n poutou , nut of Europe. 

1 he banana is move common than the cocoa-tree ; it is rather a plant than a tree, 
growing however to the height of twelve or fifteen feet on a trunk of eight or ten inches 
diameter ; the fruit puts forth from the middle of this trunk in the form of a duller of 
grapes, which we call regime. Each clutter bears from a hundred to two hundred 
bananas, and the banana is about eight or ten inches in length by about one inch in dia¬ 
meter ; fo that a good duller is a man’s burthen. A banana bears only one of them, 
and it dies as foon as the fruit is gathered $ hence it is the cuftom to cut down the tree 
for the fake of its produce; but, for one foot which they cut there ipring up feveral 
others. 1 he trunk of the banana is in veiled with feveral layers of a fpecies of tough 
rind, of which the young negroes make cords : its leaves are feven or eight feet long 
by eighteen or twenty inches broad; they are almoft as firm in confiftency as our parch¬ 
ment ; they fold and unfold in a thoufand ways without cracking; they may be made into 
parafols, and are generally ufed for covering pots and great veffels. 

The banana is the bread of the rich as the manioc is that of the poor. It would not 
however be difficult fo to multiply the banana as to make it yield an adequate quantity 
for the fubfiftence of the common people. A plain of bananas is never exhaufted ; and 
it requires tillage only the firft year. 

I he banana fig-tree does not differ from the banana except by its fruits; they alfo 
grow in clutters or bunches, but they are not fo long by half, and they have neither 
the fame tafte nor the fame properties. The banana is a fpecies of bread * : the banana 

* The Editor of the Bifhop of Tabraca’e Memoirs on thclliftory of the Kingdom of Siam confounds the 
banana with the fig banana. 1 know not whether it be to the memoirs of the prelate or to the overfight of 
the editor that this error is to be attributed ; an error certainly not injurious either to religion or to foeicty. 
But with regard to thofe indecent allufions and the odious parallel which the author draws on the occafion 
between the fuperftitious obfcrvances of the Siamefe and the practices authorized or preferibrd by our holy 
religion, it is to be concluded that he has confulted the repertory of the modern philofophy rather than the 
memoirs of the venerable miffionary prelate, who, after having preachedaiidteftified to the faith among idola¬ 
trous nations, has jolt gone once more acrofs the feas with an infirm body weighed down with the load of 
City years, in the hope of Hill fnatchihg feme more victims from hell. 
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fig is a delicate fruit. The fubftance of the banana is hard and farinaceous j that of the 
banana fig is foft and pulpy. 

The Iolo-tree is a tree which grows to the height of twenty-five or thirty feet on a 
proportional trunk. They do not give themfelves the trouble of planting it; the pippins 
of its fruits caft by chance reproduce it in great quantities around the villages. If its 
root alone be injured it withers and dies. Its fruit, which the negroes call lolo, and we 
papaye, has an agreeable and faccharine tafte; it pretty much refembles in colour and 
fize our green melons ; but it has not a fimilar tafte ; and it enclofes a greater quantity of 
pippins. The lolo is of the number of thofe fruits which belong to the firft paffenger 
who thinks proper to gather them. The miffionaries ufed to make a pretty good 
foup of it. 

The orange and citron trees grow very fine in thefe climates, and produce excellent 
fruits, but the culture of them is entirely negle&ed ; and there is but a very fmall number 
of them to be feen in and about the villages. 

The cazou is a fruit of the fize of a melon, which holds fifteen or twenty red oblong 
nuts, nearly of the fize and form of a pigeon’s egg ; their fubftance is farinaceous and 
very nourifliing. The negroes never negleft to carry fome with them when they go a 
journey; a moderate quantity of thefe nuts will ferve for their fubfiftence during a whole 
day. Apparently they are a fpecies of the cacao, but the beholder is not within reach 
to verify this conjecture by infpefting the ftalk. 

The tonga is an oblong fruit of the fize of an egg, which enclofes a quantity of pip¬ 
pins of the fize of a lentil. From fifty to a hundred grow upon one ftalk two or three 
feet high. The camba differs only from the tonga by being flat inftead of round. The 
fruit grows in Provence ; it is there called berengenne. 

There is found in the kingdom of Kakongo a tree about ten feet high, which in 
the feafon of drought bears peas little different from ours in the pod, grain, or even in 
the tafte. 

The tomata is a fmall fruit of the fize and colour of a cherry $ the negroes ufe it 
as an ingredient in their ragouts as we ufe onions in ours, but it is from motives of 
economy and for the fake of filling up rather than of feafoning ; this fruit, abfolutely 
infipid ofitfeif, imbibes the tafte of the fauce without communicating any to it whatever ; 
it grows on a Ihrub. 

The pimento is another fhrub, which grows to the height of four or five feet j its 
leaves, pretty much refembling thofe of the pomegranate, are of the fined green. Its 
fruit is a grain very like that of barley in (hape, but thicker and of a dazzling red. This 
Ihrub charms the fight when it is covered with fruit; the fruit is the pepper of the 
country ; the negroes put a great deal of it in moll of their fauces; but it is fo violent 
that it burns the tongue and palate of the Europeans to fuch a degree as to make the 
fldn peel off. 

There are found in many wet and marfliy places fugar canes of the fame fpecies with 
thofe of St. Domingo, but the negroes have no idea of cultivating them they fuck the 
pith of thofe which they find, and fome individuals make a trade of collecting them to 
carry to market. 

On the plains are feen bafilies which differ from ours by the height of their ftalk, 
which may be about eight feet.- 

The cotton-tree is a Ihrub of the height of five or fix-feet; it bears a fort of large green 
fruits, which are clad with a down of about a line in thicknefs; this down is the cotton. 
When the fruit is ripe it opes and difplays feveral rows of pippins, the remainder is good 
for nothing. The negroes fuffer the cotton alfo to perifli, although it would not prove 
inferior in point of quality to that of America. 
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No vine has been feen in the country j but there are fome in Feveral provinces 
beyond the Zaira, and they thrive there very well. The foil of Loango, Cacongo, and 
other circumjacent kingdoms perhaps would not be lefs favourable to it ; but the 
women, who alone take charge of the culture of the earth, and who are already weighed 
with labour, do not care to augment their talk by planting the vine, the juice of 
which, moreover, would not be for them but for their hufbands. 

The fruit trees frequently bear fruits and flowers at the fame time, and in all 
feafons j the greater part refume their budding in arid foils and even in the gi eateft 


^The trees of the forefts are covered with leaves at all feafons; the old ones fall only 
to give place to the new ones; fome produce fruits fit for eating, others are perennially 
covered with flerile flowers, which fcatter around, to a great diftance, the molt agreeable 
odour. There occurs in the kingdom of Jomba, which is to the north of Loango, a 
foreft of red dye-wood. Among an infinite variety of trees of different kinds there is not 
to be found a Angle one refembling thofe we have in Europe. There are fome of iucn 
prodigious girth that at a diftance the beholder would take them for towers rather than 
for trees. The negroes fell thofe only of middling fize; they hollow them into canoes 
of a Angle piece, which we call pyrogues, with which they go a fifliing to fea ana on 


the rivers* , . 

Some of thefe trees are tender and fpungy; they would refill the hatchet like the bark 
of the cork-tree; but they might eafily be cut with a well-whet labre; others are or a 
very hard wood. There are fome to be found which, at the end of a few months alter 
they have been felled, harden fo much that they make anvils of them for forging red 
hot iron ; it would be an ufelefs attempt to drive a nail into the wood with a hammer. 
The greater part of thefe trees perifh by age and decay ; no one thinks of felling them, 
for no one would know what ufe to make of them. 


CHAP. VI. — Of the Animals. 

THE inhabitants of thefe countries, certain of always finding manioc in their garden, 
trouble themfelves very little about what they might procure wherewith to make good 
cheer- They prefer to found their hopes for the kitchen on the fortune of hunting or 
fifliing* for days of banquet and regaling, to giving themfelves the labour of rearmg 
at their houfes, cattle which the officers of the king might at any inftant take away. 
They rear pigs, goats, andlheep. Their pigs are fmaller than ours; their goats yield 
no milk j their flieep bear no fleeces of wool like thofe of European climates j m other 

refpecls they quite referable them. _ . _ 

They have ducks which bear crefts, and are twice as large as ours ; but their fowls 
are very fmall *, they do not eat the eggs, becaufe, they fay, with a little patience an 
egg becomes a chicken. According to the fame principle they fay that the Europeans 
ought to pay them as dear for a couple of eggs as for a couple of chickens ; they however 
make fome fmall abatement in the price, and if you bargain with them too much they 
anfwer coolly that they will wait until their eggs become chickens. It is in vain to objefl 
to them on the fcore of what thefe chickens will coft them before they are good to eat, 
becaufe they do not fatten them; the mother takes them away with her into the plain, 
where they live with her at large like other birds. Thofe who faythat for the value of fix 
fous thirty fowls may be had in the kingdom of Loango, are as grofsiy miftaken as when 
they pretend that fowls are fold at a piftole a-piece in the kingdom of Congo; but I 
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doubt not that they deceive any body ; there is no reader credulous enough to rely on 
the tdlimony of an hiftorian, when he tells him that thirty fowls which fell for a hundred 
crowns in one kingdom are fold for fix fous in the neighbouring kingdom. 

Dogs and cats are to be found in this country. The cats have a longer muzzle than 
ours ; the dogs do not bark* A miffionary faw on the confines of Loango a bay horfe 
which was bounding over the plain ; he was of good height, and very handfome ; he fuf- 
fered himfelf to be approached very clofely* At the moment when the miffionary was 
regarding him, the mmifler for foreign affairs was coming by ; he ftopt and told the 
miffionary that he knew that the horfe would be very ufeful to him in the journey he 
propofed to take through the country ; that if he liked he might make a good bargain 
of him. The miffionary agreed to it, on condition that he fhouid deliver it to him ; 
but the difficulty of getting to put the bridle on him terminated the buiinefs. The 
tradition is, that the king of England formerly fent two horfes, a male and a female, to 
the king of Loango; that this prince, after having examined them, ordered them to be fet 
at liberty ; that from that time they had wandered over the plains and forefts, where 
they bred young ones ; that the horfe, which was fometimes feen near Loango, was the 
laft of his fpecies, the others being dead of old age, or having been worried by the tygers* 

The plains feed a number of animals of all kinds ; quadrupeds, birds, and infefts. No 
hares or rabbits have ever been feen there ; but there are two or three forts of partridges 
to be found ; fomc of them have plumage of the brighteft red ; thofe of every kind are 
as big as our hens. The quails and larks have nothing which diftinguifbes them from 
thofe of Europe. Only one kind of pigeon has ever been feen there ; its plumage is 
green, but its claws, beak, and eyes, are of a fine red. There is a certain bird of the fize 
and pretty nearly the form of a turkey, but has a larger head, and bears, inftead of a 
creft, a pierced horn like a horn at trictrac . A negro came one day to the mifiionanes 
to offer them for fale an aquatic bird, which was much larger than the largell that we fee 
in France j he had his load of it; but hearing them anfwer that they would not buy it* 
he did not leave them much time to examine it; they only faw that it had a neck as long 
as an arm, and that it was as big as a ffieep. The eagles are like thofe which are fhowix 
in our fairs. The crow differs in no relpefl from ours. There is a variety of other 
birds of prey. At the feafon when the negroes fet fire to the grafs on the plains they 
are feen to fly over the flames. If they perceive any animal which has fuffered itfelf to 
be overtaken by the fire, they pounce on him with impetuofity, and carry him away 
half roafted, without getting their wings at all damaged by the blaze. There are 
many nodumal birds. The owl is as big as a turkey. The cuckoo is called coucou ; it is 
a little bigger than ours, and refembles it in plumage,, but fmgs differently; The male 
begins to chant coo , coo , coo 7 mounting one note above another with as much precifion. 
as a mufician would found his ut , re , mi* When he has got to the third note the female 
takes it up, and afeends with it to the odave ; and they always recommence the 
fame fong. The fwallow is the fame with that which we lee in Europe* but its flight is 
more uniform. 

The fparrows breed numeroufly; they fly in flocks like ours ; they chirp in the 
fame way; they are a little fmaller, their plumage is finer and fofter, and it {bines like fatm. 

The grafshopper is of the fize of a fmall bird. It has a piercing and importunate 
cry ; it makes a great noife in the air ; you would think by the beating of its wings 
that a bird of prey was hovering around. Another infed, of the fize of a May-bug, is 
of the greatefl utility in fo hot a climate; it is thefcavenger and duftman of the whole 
country. It labours with indefatigable affiduity to colled all the filth that might 
infefi the air, and makes fmall balls of it, which it hides very deep in holes which it 
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has dug in the earth. It breeds in fufficient numbers to keep the towns and villages 
clean. 

The Aiming or fire-fly flies by night, and bears a pretty ftrong light. It might be 
taken in a dark night for one of thofe exhalations which we call falling liars. The rnif- 
fionaries have examined fome which came to reft on their huts ; they remarked their 
bodies were of the fize of our glow-worms, and that near the wings they did not differ 
greatly from them in fhape ; which inclined them to judge that thefe inlefts might he a 
variety of the fame fpecies. 

The grafs of the plains ferves as a retreat to an infinite number of rats of different 
kinds ; the largeft of which are of the fize of our cats. Here are alfo frogs and toads 
larger than ours; and a fnail of the fize of one’s arm. 

The woods are filled with all kinds of animals. The elephants of the country differ 
only from thofe which have been deferibed to us by being in general fmaller. Their 
largeft tulks weigh only from fifty to fixty pounds. The negroes do not dread them, 
and they never hunt them. The tulks they fell to the Europeans are thofe which they 
have found in the woods. The ivory of Loango is in great repute for i ts finenefs 
and whitends. 

The miffionaries have obferved in palling along a foreft, the track of an animal which 
they have never feen; but it mull be monltrous, the prints of its claws are feen on the 
earth, and formed an imprefiion on it of about three feet in circumference. In obferving 
the pofture and difpofuionofthefootfteps, they concluded that it did not run in this part 
of its way, and that it carried its claws at the diftance of feven or eight feet one from 
the other. 

The lion refembles thofe of middling fize which are feen in Europe. 

The tvger is much more dreaded in thefe countries than the lion ; there are two 
fpecies of them, without reckoning the tyger cat, which eats field mice, the young of 
birds, and fometimes fowls and ducks. The tygers of the firft fpecies are called tygers 
of the woods, the others grafs-tygers, from the place where they are accuftomed to 
prowl for food. The grafs-tygers are of the fize of our great dogs ; they hunt rats 
and other animals which lurk in the grafs, which the uncultivated lands produce; they 
fometimes approach the huts by night to carry away fowls and other domeftic animals j 
but they take to flight as foonas they perceive a man. The wood-tyger is much bigger 
and taller than the former. He makes prey on the ftrongeft animals, fucH^as buffaloes 
and deer ; he couches for them as they pafs, leaps on their croup, tears them with his 
claws and teeth and never leaves hold until he has made them fall beneath him; when 
this carnivorous animal is preffed by hunger, he comes out of the woods, and prowls by 
night round the villages, feeking to devour dogs, pigs, fheep, and goats. 

Near the place where the miffionaries are fettled, one of thefe tygers having fallied 
forth at dufk from a neighbouring foreft, carried off a little child whom his mother 
was bringing from the fields on her back; he then fled with precipitation to devour his 
prey in the foreft. It is not fafe to pafs alone through a wood, without being well 
armed. The tyger has a keen finell and piercing fight; he feents a man from a great 
diftance j if he lees him alone and unarmed, he draws near to attack him; other- 
wife he flnms the encounter. It is very rare that a hunter perceives him within 
gun-fliot. 

When a negro has killed one of thefe tygers, he walks about, as if in triumph, among 
the villages, Tupported and attended by his friends; he then carries the beaft to the 
chief, who immediately pays him a reward propofed by the government, for him who 
diminifties the number or fanguinary animals. When a tyger has devoured fome 

animal 
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animal in a village the peafants are lure that he will not efcape them the following night; 
they tie the remains of his prey (if he has left any) to a flake ; or they lay a new bait for 
him ; they tie cords to it, which communicate with guns difpofed in fuch a manner 
that they muft neceffarily difeharge themfelves on the tyger, if he comes to bite at the 
bait; he feldom fails to return on the following night j he falls by his own means. 
The difeharge of the guns is the fignal which bids the negroes go and difpatch him, 
ihould he be ftill alive. 

The buffalo is not reckoned among the domeftic animals as in China j he is wild and 
ferocious: he wanders in the woods and defart plains, which he caufes to refound with 
hisdifagreeable lowings and roarings ; he is rather taller than our common oxen ; from 
which, in other refpetfs, he does not effentially differ. The buffalo does not flee before 
the hunter; and if the latter miffes his aim, andhas not time to climb a tree, he is inftantly 
torn to pieces. When this animal cannot wreak his vengeance on him who has 
wounded him, he runs about ieeking a chance viftim for his fury. Woe to the firft 
paffenger whom he perceives, man, woman or child ; it is all over with him! Of a fata¬ 
lity of this kind, the milfionaries were once witnefies. One of thefe buffaloes having 
fallied from the woods, turned on a woman who was bufied in cultivating her field j 
he threw heron the ground, and never quitted her until fhe had expired in a moft 
tragical way. 

The wild-boars multiply flowly; they feed on the roots of trees and tender wood ; 
they are fmalier and iefs ferocious than thofe which feed on acorns in our European 
forefts. 

The animal which the Negroes denominate a wild dog is a fpecies of wolf, which 
much refembles thofe we fee in France ; as he does not hold rule over the woods he 
is more modeft than ours j a man never fears to encounter him. He does not bend his 
view on the larger prey, thefe he leaves to the lion and the tyger, who do not even 
fpare him when he falls under their paws ; for want of other food he fometimes browfes 
grafs, and eats roots like a goat. 

The monkies feclude themfelves generally in the interior of the foreftj they feldom 
walk on the ground j they are always feen perching on the higheft trees. This however 
does not hinder them, when purfued, from making a deal of way in a fliort time, leaping 
from branch to branch and from tree to tree. The negroes aim left at killing the 
monkies tt#in at taking them alive, to fell to the Europeans. The way to take them 
is to ftrew at the foot of the trees, whither they are want to retire, fuch fruits as they 
moft relilh, under which the fnares are laid. The ape has always her young one at her 
iide; lhe carries it with her when fhe is purfued, and never abandons it but when fhe 
is mortally wounded. There are in the forefts of this country baboons four feet high} 
the negroes affirm that when they are hard puflied they come down from the trees 
with (ticks in their hands to defend themfelves againft thofe who are hunting them, 
and that very often they chafe their purfuers. The milfionaries never witneffed this 
Angularity. 

The roebuck and deer are not rare in the forefts ; they differ in no way from thofe of 
Europe. The deer are fmalier than ours and have no horns; die privation of this attri¬ 
bute is of great advantage to them in the thick forefts, where they are continually liable 
to be hunted by carnivorous animals. 

On the plains may be feen bounding along a ftag, whom the fmallnefs of his make 
renders an objeft of great curiofity. He refembles at all points the flags of the country ; 
like them he wants horns, he has a forked foot, a fine and limber leg; he is nearly as 
big as a hare, but flenderer} his fize is from twelve to fifteen inches. Although he runs 

very 
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very light, he is Sometimes caught by hand. His molt ordinary retreat is among the 
long grafs of untilled lands, which are to him what the trees of the forefts are to the 
others. When the negroes perceive him they take up a great quantity of cover, and, 
doling by degrees, hem in the Hag. When this little'animal fees himfelf furrounded, 
he no longer thinks of efcaping, but fuffers himfelf to be taken; but he is unable to furvive 
the lofs of his liberty ; if he be not killed he foon dies of grief, or he kills himfelf againft 
the bars of the cage in which they have confined him; his flefh affords delicate eating. 

The forefts are filled much more than the plains with an infinity of birds of the 
prettieft plumage; but richnefs'of colour is all they pofiefs, one never fees enough of 
them ; one hears too much of them ; their fong is feeble and broken ; even the night¬ 
ingale does nothing but warble 5 he is larger than ours. 

Pheafants and guinea-hens are very common. Parrots and parroquets are not more 
rare : the negroes take them from their nefts to fell the Europeans. 

1 hey diftingiiilh two kinds of turtle-dove ; there is one not larger than a thrufii 
which has afh-coloured plumage; the other is of the figure and lize of ours ; Ihe has 
the fame plumage, and her wing is the fame. 

The negroes do not yet know the art of domeftieating bees, and making them labour 
on theii account, by procuring abodes for them. The forefts are the ordinary retreat 
of this induftrious iniect. 1 he hollow of a tree ferves him for a hive, and he there 
depofits his combs. ft he bees of Africa work like the bees of Europe; and from 
flowers entirely different ext raft the fame honey and the fame wax; without having' 
their model communicated they copy it perfectly. On both hands there is the fame 
wildom in the preparations; the lame regularity in the proportions, the fame activity 
in the executitn, there is no difficulty in perceiving that they are inftrufted by the lame 
matter. ft he heney which they yield is very delicate ; the negroes make a regale of 
it; they fuck the comb and throw away the wax. ft'hey do not ftifle the bees to obtain 
their honey; they make fire under the tree whole hollow ferves for their retreat. The 
ftuoke makes them come out; the honey is then taken; the bees then re-enter the 
fame tree, or feek a dwelling elfewhere. 

Here are ants of feveral ipecies; there is one much larger than ours, fhe has 
equal forefight and application to labours; and it is in this country that one might 
more efieftually than, in any other fend men to bis fchool, in the words af the Sage. 
I hefe inf efts in the time of drought eagerly gather food for their fubfiftenct during the 
rainy ieafotn. In order to defend themfelves againft the inundations, they build, by 
dint of labour, final 1 houfes of glazed earth (potters’ clay) which acquire aim oft the 
fohdity of ftone, 'The negroes, on overturning them, make chafing difhes of them, 
which are much like our earthen chafing difhes, and they have no others. 

In the thickeft forefts, where the rays of the fun never penetrate, there are many fer- 
pents. ft he molt common is that which they call the ferpent Boma, which is about fifteen 
feet long, and thick in proportion ; fometimes there are fome found of much larger fize. 
I hey told the miffionaries that fix months before their arrival in the country a little child 
had gone to the woods to take birds nefts (almoft the only occupation of children) ; his 
father finding that he tarried long, armed himfelf, as if for the chafe, with his fabre and 
his gun to go and feek him ; on advancing into the foreft by the molt frequented road he 
perceived a ferpent of enormous fize; not doubting that he was the murderer of his fon 
he attacked and killed him. Having opened the carcafe he found the child, enclofed in 
its belly as in a coffin ; it was dead, but had received no wound. The negroes eat the 
ferpents which they kill, and theflefh is not bad. When the Europeans afk them why 
they feed on thefe animals ? they themfelves alk, why the Europeans do not feed on 
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them ? and they add, that jf there is an animal which they ought to eat, it is moft cer¬ 
tainly that which feeks to eat them. 

The rivers breed fine fifh in great quantities ; that which they filh from the ftream of 
the Zaire is very delicate. There are alfo filh-breeding lakes in this country ; there is one 
near the village of Kilonga, where the miffionaries formed their firft eftablifhment, It 
abounds in filh of feveral fpecies. Its carps are fimilar to thofe of our rivers in France, 
but more delicate. They fifli up fine eels, which are much different from ours ; they 
have a flat and very thick head; their teeth are not edged ; and they much referable in 
form and fize the grinders of a man. Some rivers breed fnakes, which are like fmall 
ferpents. 

The fea coafts are frequented by regular profeffed fifliermen ; they take moft gene¬ 
rally a great quantity of ray and foies of different kinds. Although they embark only 
in perogues they fometimes take very large draughts and great fifli. I have had in my 
hands a jaw which muff have belonged to a monftrous fifli; its teeth are twenty-four lines 
in circumference by twenty-nine in height ; they are fixed in fockets twenty-two lines in 
depth; they are pretty well-edged at the extremity. 

On the coafts of Loango there is a fpecies of mifehievous filh, which often occcafions 
damage to European captains ; it has a head three times as large as that of an ox ; it 
has a great paffion for Having barks and canoes ; it approaches the places where the 
veffels are at anchor ; it raifes its neck above the water ; and if it perceives a canoe it 
darts up to it with impetuofity ; ftaves it at the firft onfet with its head, and takes to 
flight; it difdains the perogues ; and never attacks them. 

The nets of the negroes are wrought much' in the fame way as thofe of our fiftiermeil; 
they make them of a flax filament, which would not yield in ftrength to the belt hemp ; 
and this they procure from the banana-tree and from the bark of fome other trees. It is 
not their practice to fait their filh, in order to prelerve it. They dry it in the fun; if it 
be hot enough; but more frequently they fmoke it. 

CHAP. VII. — Societies. 

THE people of thefe countries, like ourfelves, inhabit towns and villages, and they 
prefent amftft ftriking image of the origin offociety. They are not drawn together fo 
much by reciprocal wants as by ties of blood, which hinder them from feparating. The 
families do not difperfe, as with us, fo that in the fame town and even in the fame 
village you difeern an infinite number of little hamlets, which are fo many families, each 
having its patriarch for a prefident. A family which finds itfelf too crowded and does 
not wilh to confound itfelf with the neighbouring one, may go and fettle on the firft 
piece of land which is not already occupied, and there found a hamlet; it is the affair of 
a Angle day, in a country where the father of a family is able, with the help of his wife 
and children, to carry away at one journey his houfe and all his furniture, goods and 
chattels. The heads of famines are the firft judges of them. When any difpute has 
arifen among them, they confront the parties; and after hearing the pleadings on both 
fides, they pronounce a fort of fentence in juridical form. This domeitic tribunal is the 
model of the other fuperior tribunals. The laws do not allow a woman to appeal from 
the fentence of her hufband, nor a fon from the judgment of his father; indeed, they never 
think of doing fo ; but in the fequel we fhall fee that from the tribunal of the chief of 
each village there is a power of appeal to the governor of the province, and, Iaftly, to 
the king. 
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The country is not equally peopled throughout; the towns and villages are molt 
frequent along the banks of the rivers, the ftreamlets, lakes and the fountains ; becaufe, 
doubtlefs, water being one of the raoft effential necelfaries of life, they who have the 
choice of land give the preference to that which offers it naturally, and leave the care of 
digging wells to the laft comers. Thofe great and fuperb towns which are to be feen, 
all built along rivers, have had no other origin ; and if we could interrogate the firft 
founders of Paris, they would anfwer that in erecting their huts on the fame'fpots where 
we have fince conftru<3:ed palaces, they, like the people in quellion, thought of pro¬ 
curing a fupply of healthy water to quench their third and wafh their flocks; and had not 
the fmalleli idea of building a town. Hill lefs of kindling its future fplendour by the eafe 
afforded it of extending its commerce. 

The towns are, properly fpeaking, only great villages; they differ from them folely 
in containing a greater number of inhabitants. Grafs grows in them, as in the villages ; 
the flreets are merely narrow path-ways. A great town is really a labyrinth ; whence a 
ftranger could never get out if he had not the precaution to take a guide with him. The 
citizens have nothing which diftinguifhes them from villagers; they are neither better 
clothed nor better lodged. The female citizens of the capital go to work in the fields 
like the peafant girls of the fmallefl hamlet. 

The vaft foreil of which we have been fpeaking would furnifh the negroes with the 
means of lodging and fheltering themfelves very commodioufly, if they would only give 
thcmielves the trouble; they might even, for want of ftone, which is nowhere to be found 
in this country, make ufe of bricks, which might he worked from ahnoft all the kinds 
of earth which the land contains. The woods would fupply them with the fuel necef- 
fary for burning them; but they are in no humour to take fuch great pains for a 
dwelling. Their houfes, which we call huts, are fmall cabins made of rufhes or 
branches pretty fkilfully interwoven. The covering correfponds to the flrufture ; it 
confifts merely of leaves ; they ufe in preference thofe of the palm-tree, which are of 
fufficient confilleucy. to reiift for feveral years the rains and the viciflitudes of the 
weather. The door of the houfe is worked into one of the gable-ends, which they take 
care fliall not be expofed to the wind in the rainy quarter. 1 he people know not the 
ufe of windows. It is well known that we ourfelves, not long age, had only very fmall 
ones, as many of our ancient caftles fufficiently evince. Even now in many of our pro¬ 
vinces old huts are found which admit the light only by a little door cut in the roof. 

Any perfon in want of a houfe, goes to market with his wife and children. He buys 
that which fuits him. Each one takes an article or piece according to his ftrength, and 
they go to put it in order. To hinder it from being blown down by the wind they tie 
it to itakes driven deep into the ground. A houfe of this kind has nothing difagreeable 
in its appearance ; it is a fort of large balket turned upfide down. r lhe rich and 
knowing ones fometimes have their dwellings worked with a deal of art, and lined with 
mats of different colours, which are the ordinary tapeftry of the country. 

They who tell us that the inhabitants of Loango make beams to their houfes of the 
palm-tree have no idea of fuch habitations ; and they know not that if they wiflied to 
erect edifices fimilar to ours they might find limber of every kind in their forefts, much 
preferable to the palm-wood for this ufe : The king of Loango's palace, as feveral 
authors deferibe it to us, bears lpfs refemblance to the real abode of that prince than our 
palace of the Thuilleries bears to. the convent of the Capuchins. They affign to this pre¬ 
tended palace the extent of one ordinary town, yet it is compoled only of five or fix huts, 
rather larger than thofe we have been fpeaking cf; while the towns, on the contrary, 
contain thoufands of them. 
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CHAP. VIII. — The Charahler of the People. Their Vires and Virtues. 

THE author of the General Hi/lory of Voyages expatiates greatly on the manners of thefe 
people, and alfo on their cuftoms and ufages. In his colleftion he has inferred different 
relarions of what pafles among them ; but after having perofrd them one might be led 
to atk if thole who compofed them had ever been in the country ? It is from tins common 
fource that feveral writers of our days have drawn the errors which they have publiflied 
refpecting the inhabitants of this country, and they have given us, doubtlefs uninten¬ 
tionally, imaginary portraits for indubitable fads. The more judicious among them, 
it is true, fhocked at the manifeft contradictions which they meet in each page of thefe 
relations, have contented themfelves with extrading what appeared to them the moil 
probable; but even the little they have extracted is too much for any one who wants 
nothing but truth, and is fufficient to demonftrate to any one who has lived among thofe 
people, that they have not been painted to the life. 

No one can thoroughly know the genius of the people without ftudying it, and fuch a 
ftudy is not the work of a few days. A traveller, fuppofing one in good earned, who travels 
with his journal in his hand through an unknown country, the language of which he does 
not underftand, cannot acquire any thing but a very fuperficial knowledge of the people 
who inhabit it. If by chance he fliould for feveral days in focceffion be witnefs of fome 
traits of cruelty and perfidy, he will reprefent the people as cruel and perfidious. If he 
lhould have taken another route, and witnefied fome ads difplaying oppolite virtues, he 
pafles an eulogium on their love of juftice and humanity. 

The relations of mariners are not always truftworthy, and ought not to fix our judg¬ 
ment on this matter any more than thofe of a traveller fuch as I am fuppofing. Not only 
does their bufinefs deprive them ofleifure to become obfervers, they are not within the 
reach of becoming fuch ; having no connedion with any except the final! number of 
trafficking negroes who, from a fpirit of gain and a greater facility of fatisfying their 
paflions, have corrupted the virtues which diftinguifli the bulk of the nation. 

It mud be confefled that thofe who dwell along the coads, and the only perfons who 
frequent the Europeans,.appear inclined to fraud and libertinifm ; but can we reafonably 
conclude from that, .without further examination, as mod hidorians do, that irregu¬ 
larity and double dealing are vices common to all ? We fliould laugh at the fimplicity of 
an African who, after having pafled fome time at Paris without ever going a league from 
the town, fliould go and tell his own countrymen that our country people do nothing but 
aniifC, dance, and divert themfelves; becaufe in traverfing the villages in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the capital he might have heard the noife of inftruments, and feen written on 
the wall “ here they keep weddings and feaJisP This barbarian would judge of our 
nation as we judge of his. J 6 
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reafonably be concluded from this decline of manners, which has followed the preaching 
of the gofpel in Congo and elfewhere, is, that if it be worthy the zeal of a Chriftian prince 
to favour the propagation of the faith among infidel nations, it is alfo worthy of his pru¬ 
dence and his duty not to deftroy with one hand what he builds up with the other, by 
fending on the track of the miffionaries a fet of men who have nothing of the Chriftian 
but the name, which they difhonour, and whofe worfe than heathenifli conduct makes 
the idolaters doubt whether the gods whom they worlhip be not preferable even to 
that of the Chriftian. Religion, fuch is the might of the empire of grace, had never 
eeafed to make forne progrefs in Congo ; and among all the licentioufnefs to which the 
Poituguefe abandoned themfelves, barbarians who had become Chriftians recalled them 
to a fenfe of their duty, and condemned their exceffes by the pra&ice of contrary virtues. 
But fince the natives of the country have driven out the Portuguefe, and they no longer 
receive any but miffionaries among them j the latter find it a much more eafy talk to 
perfuade them to the practice of evangelical morality. Cardinal Caftelli, prefident of the 
congregation of the Propaganda, writes from Rome to the prefect of the million of 
Loango, that there are actually more than one hundred thoufand Chriftians in the fingle 
kingdomof Congo. But the Capuchins, who, fince the diffolution of the Jefuits, have 
fucceeded to the charge of this vaft and laborious miffion, beginning themfelves to be 
in want of fubjefts, this flourifliing branch of Chriftianity, if the hand which firft 
formed it do not ftili fupport it, runs the rifque of feeing itfelf deftitute in a fliort time 
of the molt needful helps. 

They who give to the negroes of Loango, Kakongo, and other neighbouring ftatcs, 
the characters and manners of the flaves whom we draw from among them for our colo¬ 
nies, are the molt grofsly miftaken of all; fince they judge of a nation by its molt deadly 
enemies, and by the molt defperate of its fubjefts. If they do fell us fome flaves of the 
country, they are thofe whom their crimes have rendered unworthy of being citizens. But 
moft of thofe whom we buy are taken in war from other favage nations, and who fym- 
pathize fo little with the people in queftion, that they have never had either peace or 
truce with them. Thofe flaves in general have many bad qualities without any mixture 
of good ones : they mull be made into good men before any thing can be done towards 
making them Chriftians. They frequently preferve during fife their native ferocity, and 
the defpair of flavery feems to clofe their heart againft virtue. 

The miffionaries, fince their fettlement among nations whom the holy fee has confided 
to their zeal, have applied themfelves by living and converfing among them, to the talk 
of afcertaining their genius and manners, their qualities of mind and heart, their vices 
and virtues ; and the refult of their obfervations feems to me to form a ftrong prepoffef- 
fion for them, 

Thcfe people, generally fpeaking, have no application ; but they feem capable of ac¬ 
quiring that habit, as it is always neceffity which commands application j and as they 
have fcarcely any neceffities, it is natural that their minds ffiould remain in a fort of 
inertnefs, or that it ffiould be never'^exercifed except on frivolous objefts, which amufc 
without engaging, Thofe who trade, or who have the management of public affairs, want 
neither application nor activity, and the people themfelves as foon as you prefent to 
them an obje£t capable of aroufmg and intcrefting them, fuch as religion, will engage 
in and purfue it; as experience has already ffiewn. 

Sloth of body with them generally accompanies mental idlenefs. This vice how¬ 
ever does not neceffarily afieft the nation, fince it does not belong to the weaker fex. 
The women, inured from childhood to the hardeft toils of hufbandry, give themfelves 
up to it with indefatigable ardour. r l he heat, it is true, invites man to repofe, but a 
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powerful interefb awakes him, and renders him fuperior to the climate and to himfelf. 
Our own country people are never more active than in the feafon of the greateft heats, 
becaufe it is that of bar veil. It is known that the people of ancient Latium inhabited 
the mild climate of Italy ; and their patriotifm led them to triumph over the warlike 
- hordes of the' north. The chriftian religion, which forbids idlenefs, and which is un¬ 
willing that fociety ihould fupport that perfon who refufes to labour for it, would iu- 
fenfibly induce men to labour, as education accuftoms womeii to it 5 this is feen among 
the chriftians of Congo. 

Thefe defefts, which are not irremediable, and which eircumftanees feem Hill to 
excufe, are moreover amply compenfated by natural qualities and moral virtues, which 
in heathens are truly worthy of admiration. They are remarkable for a found and 
penetrating mind ; when the truths of the Faith are explained to them, fame make 
objections fpecious enough ; others make reflections full of good fenfe, or afk ingenious 
questions, which fliew that they perfectly comprehend what is propofed to them. 

They are endowed with a happy memory. The miffionaries faw feme who within a 
month have repeated God’s commandments which they had heard only once recited in 
a public place. They make no ufe however of this faculty, lor tranfinitting to future 
ages what paffes among them that is memorable, affuming as a principle that they 
fhould confine themfelves to what is ftriClly neceffary, as well for knowledge as for 
the wants of life; they all live, with regard to hiftory, in that indifference which charac¬ 
terizes the inhabitants of our country places, who know no more of what paffed in 
France under Louis the Great, than under Julius Csefar. If you afk them why they do 
not preferve the remembrance of what has been done by their fathers ? they anfwer, 
that it fignifies little to know how the dead have lived ; the main point is, that the 
living fhould be honeft people. According to the fame principle, they keep no account of 
their age : “ It would be,” fay they, “ loading one’s memory with an ufelefs reckoning. 
Cnee it does not hinder us from dying, and gives us no infight into the term of one’s life.” 
They regard death as a precipice to which man flattens blindfold, fo that it is of no ufe 
to him to count his fteps, becaufe he can neither perceive when he comes to the laff, 
nor can he avoid it; that is no bad excufe for their ignorance and idlenefs. 

The people of thefe countries, men and women, are very fond of talking and finging ; 
whence it would appear-that nature is not confident with herfelf ; for all the other 
animals are fifent night and day. No fong of birds is heard in the forefts; the cock 
never awakes his -matter, even the dogs cannot bark. But amid this general filence, 
the women as they rill the field make it echo with their rullic fongs; and the menpafs 
their time in telling ftories, and in difeourfing on the molt trifling topics. The after¬ 
noon is their particular time for holding their affemblies under the fliade of a fpreading 
tufted tree. They fit on the ground in circles, crofs legged. Mott of them have 
a pipe in their mouths. Thole who have palm wine bring feme with them ; and now 
and then they interrupt thefpeaking to drink a draught, palling the calebafh round. He 
who begins the converfation fometimes fpeaks a quarter of ail hour at a time. Every 
one littens in deep filence ; another takes up the talk, and they liften in the fame man¬ 
ner j no one who fpeaks is ever interrupted. But when he has ceafed to utter his tattle, 
the perfon whole turn it is to fpeak has a right to oppofe him and utter his own. To 
fee the fury which they throw into their declamations one would think they were dif- 
cufling the molt thorny fubjefts, and it is a matter of great furprife when on lending art 
ear, one finds that the argument is a wretched earthen pot ‘or a bird’s feather, or feme 
ridiculous and fuperftitious obftrvances. Any one who attends their converfation and 
does not underftand the language, might eafily take it for a child’s play. The have a 
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ufage among them Angular enough, and well devifed for keeping awake the attention 
of the hearers, and give a zeft to converfations in themfelves fo ftale; when they fpeak 
in public they exprefs numbers by geftures. He, for example, who would fay, “ I have 
feen fix parrots and four partridges,” fays fimply ** I have feen • • • parrots and 
• * • • partridges,” and he makes at the fame time two figns, one of which tells for fix 
and the other for four, at the fame time all prefent cry out fix, four^ and the talker goes 
on. if any one would feem puzzled, or pronounces after the reft, they would fuppofe 
him to have beenafleep or in a reverie, and he would be confidered impolite. 

Thefe people are very mild. Difputes and contefts are rare among them ; and they 
feldom or never come to blows. If they cannot agree they go and find a judge, who 
reconciles them in an inftant. What a modern Hiftorian fays # , that the inhabitants of 
I.oango immolate their flaves to the manes of their kings, is an aflertion deftitute of the 
flighteft foundation. They have not even an idea of thofe abominable facvifices. 

The trafficking negroes, who inhabit the coafts, are for the greater part mi {fruitful and 
felf-interefted, even to roguery. Holding as a principle that all the whites are account¬ 
able one for another, they would make no fcruple of cheating a Frenchman if they 
could; becaufe ten years before they themfelves would have cheated the Englifh. But 
rapine and duplicity are by no means the character of the nation. On the contrary it 
is remarked that thofe who inhabit the interior of the lands, unite to a great deal of 
juftice and franknefs, a difintereftednefs which may be called excefiive. They literally 
follow the precept of the Gofpel, not to take thought for die morrow. They do not 
even fur mile that food and clothing ever can fail. They are always ready to lhare the 
little they have with thofe whom they know to be in need. If they have been fortunate 
in hunting or fiftiing, or have procured fomething rare, they immediately run and tell 
their friends and neighbours, taking to each his lhare. They would choofe to ftint them¬ 
felves rather than not give them this proof of their friendfliip. The reproach of avarice 
is the moft cutting that can be made to any of them, and no fpecies of flattery is more 
agreeable than to prail'e them for their freedom in giving ; and to fay that they always 
give wi;h open hand. They call the Europeans clofie fijh, becaufe they give nothing for 
nothing. 

Politenefs is not foreign to them. They anticipate each other with reciprocal de¬ 
ferences. They are efpeciaily attentive to the manner of giving and receiving faluta- 
tions. If it be an equal that they meet, they make one genuflection* rife and clap their 
hands. lie who meets a man who is markedly his fuperior, proftrates himfelf, bows 
his head, touches the ground with the ends of his fingers, draws them to his mouth, 
and, as he lifts them up, claps his hands. The perfon thus faluted, be it a prince or 
even a king, never avoids returning the falute, making the genuflexion and dapping 
hands. 

'I hey are humane and obliging even to ftrangers, and to thofe from whom they have 
nothing to expeCt in return. They have no inns among them. A traveller who pafles 
through a village at the hour of repaft, enters, without ceremony, into the firft hut, and 
is quite welcome. 

The mafter of the houfe regales him with the beft he has; and after he has repofed. 
awhile conducts him on his way. The miflionaries often undertake their journies with¬ 
out provifions, or merchandize wherewith to procure any ; they are humanely and 
hofpitably received every where, nor have they ever wanted any of the neceflaries oflife^ 

* The author of the General Hiftory of Alia, Africa, and America, torn. 12. 
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When a negro perceives that his gueft does noteat heartily, he picks out the Deft model 
in the dilh, bites of it, and prefents him the reft, faying f* Eat, and take my word for it.’ 
This politenefs is very far from ounmanners, but it is quite true to nature; one may fee 
two little children in an orchard give and take the fruits that they have fir ft tailed by 
fetting their teeth in them. 

During the laft war we had with England, a French fhip having run aground on the 
coaft of Loango, two or three failors faved themfelves by fwiinming, and retired into a 
village called Loubou. The inhabitants of the place received them kindly, and pro¬ 
vided generouily for their wants. They lodged, fed and clothed them for feveral years, 
without requiring any labour from them ; all their occupation was to go and walk 
along the coaft, and when they difcovered a veffel, they ufed to inform the negroes, who 
put them into a perogue to go and reconnoiter her. If lhe was Englifh, they returned 
with great hafte, for fear left their guefts Ihould foil into the hands of their enemies. 
They conducted themfelves towards the failors in this manner until they found a favour¬ 
able opportunity of returning to France, without ever expreffing any grudge at the cx- 
penfe which their fojourn occafioned. It was in the very village where this took place 
that the miffionaries heard of it. 

In one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven, the prefect of the million received a 
vifit from a naval officer, who faid, that having learnt that fome French priefts had 
arrived at Loango, he had repaired thither to confefs himfelf, and to render thanks 
unto God along with them, for his having efcaped the moft imminent danger. lie told 
them he had embarked in a fhip from St. Malo; that the captain of it, feeing a floating 
ifland which preffed clofe upon his quarter, had fent out a canoe with four failors, 
to cut grafs on it ; but that they, being drawn by the violence of the currents, had 
draggled againft the waves for four days and four nights, without being able to regain 
their fhip ; that at length on the fifth day, the wind drove their boat on Ihore. Of the 
four failors who accompanied the officer, two had died of hunger and fatigue; a third 
had expired on ths coaft on getting out of the canoe. The officer and the failor who were 
left, trailed on as well as they could to the next village. The inhabitants haftened to com¬ 
fort them, and treated them very hofpitably in every refpe£t. When they were difpofed to 
quit the place, the people allured them that they might ftill ftay as long as they pleafed, 
without fear of being chargeable to any one. They laid in no provilion of food when 
they fet out from Loango; the people in all the villages where they ftopt, offered them 
liberally whatever they wanted ; and this treatment they met with along their whole 
courfe, to the end of their journey. 

Thefe people are poor, compared with us ; but in truth, he who wants nothing is as 
rich as he who has every thing in plenty, and he lives much more contented. In our way 
of life, we Ihould think that man the moft to be pitied, who had not the means of pro* 
caring a bed to lie on, or leaf to fit on : at Loango, it would be fentencing a man to 
aftual punilhment to oblige him to pafs one night in a good bed, or to remain two 
hours in an arm-chair. The Mate'ia of Kakongo, one of the moft powerful princes in 
the kingdom, has an apartment furnifhed in the European ftyle; there are beds, com¬ 
modes, beaufets garnifhed with filver mountings. The prince offers feats to the Euro¬ 
peans who go to vifit him ; as for himfelf, he finds it much more convenient to fit on 
the ground, according to the cuftom of the country. With thefe people, nothing is 
known either of houles of office, cellars, granaries or wardrobes. In entering a hut 
you perceive a mat, which is the mafter’s bed, his table, and his feats; fome earthen, 
veffels, which conftitute his kitchen tackle; fome roots and fruits, thefe are his 
belly-provilions, When they take a piece of game or a fifli, they make a ragout of 
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it, which fmropeam deem deteftable, but to their tafte it is delicious. If hunting or 
fi filing furnilhes them nothing for their table, they flick to their roots and fruits; and 
they always appear content with what they are eating. If a ftranger comes upon them, 
and they have only manioc to offer him, they make no excufe for making him partake 
fuch poor cheer; fuppofmg that he ought to think It is becaufe they have nothing better 
to offer him. 

Reared in the midft of plenty, or at lead in a good opinion of our own comforts of 
life, and of the wealth which procures them, we feel ourfelves naturally led to 
defpife a people fo Ample and poor ; but if, they themfelves underftanding that we are 
the laborious artifans of a thoufand wants which they never experienced ; if, witneffing 
our delicacies, our profufions, and the luxuries of our tables, they paid us back fcorn 
for fcorn, and faid they were wifer than we were, I fliould doubt whether an impartial 
umpire would decide the difference in our favour. 

It is an opinion which daily gains credit, that licenlioufnefs of manners among thefe 
people is carried to very diffolutenefs; thus aver the modem authors who treat on this 
country. Pretended travellers, fporting with the good faith of the public, are not afraid 
of flaring, that proftitutions, adultery, and the molt monftrous excefles of debauchery, 
are tricks of cuftorn among them, to fuch a degree, that hufbands themfelves favour 
the lightnefs of their wives, and that the obfequies of their dead are celebrated by 
abominations and infamy. A mercenary writer has little refpeft for truth, when he 
finds his account in difguifing it. Such is the cafe here; he is fure of giving pleafure 
by licentious tales to that numerous clafs of frivolous and libertine readers, who feize 
with avidity all that feems to ennoble their weaknefs, or to -extend over thoufands the 
empire of thofe paffions which rule them. And notwithftanding, it is after thefe calum¬ 
nious relations that fyftems are built, and hence we affirm very gravely, that the Chrifi 
tian religion can never be the religion of all climates ; for the chaff ity which it prefcribes, 
forms an invincible obftacle to its eftablilliment in torrid climates, and under the burning 
zone. 

But they, who from the recefles of their cabinets, calculate, after their own way,- 
the influence of climate on manners, and who make no difficulty in afligning (compafs 
in hand) the regions beyond which the worihip and religion of the true God cannot 
be extended *, thofe pretended fages, I fay, ought to take heed how they thus conffitute 
themfelves accufers and judges of the Divinity ; for, fuppofing that they belong not to 
that horde of madmen, who regard the univerfe as the production of a blind agent, or 
the fport of chance, I would only with to fay this, to confound them, “ explain to 
us how it could have happened, that he who has ordained times and formed leafons; 
who has divided the climates and prefided over the general economy of the univerfe, 
fliould have fo ftrangely mifcalculated to his own difadvantage, by offering an abode 
to a great portion of his creatures, in regions where his name could never be known 
aright, and where his law would be defpifed ?” But providence has juftified itfelf 
from this reproach, long before any one thought of making it. No one can be ignorant 
that it was in the hotted climates that the Chriftian religion operated the greateft 
miracles ; it was in the midft of the arid deferts and burning fands of the Thebais, that 
during many ages, whole millions of folitary men, before the admiring eyes of the whole 
world, preferved the moft perfect chaftity, and led a life totally angelic. 

But whatever may be the refult of obfervations made on other people, they cannot 
deftroy thofe which the mifiionaries have made for many years, on thofe of whom we 
are fpeaking. To fit in true judgment, we muft have feen every tiling, calculated 
every thing j the heat of the climate, if it is tempered by a fober and frugal life, will 
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always be much lefs hurtful to chaftity, than other ftimulants in the coldeft countries ; 
than the wines, the fucculent viands, the fights, the impaffioned accents of mufic, the 
licentious writings, the afi'ociation and intercourfe of young perfons of both fexes; baits 
of voluptuoufnefs which are quite unknown among the people in queftion. 1 hey feed 
habitually on roots, vegetables, and fruits ; they drink water; they lie on hard furfaces; 
they are chafte as it were, by nature, and without the efforts of virtue. They, however, 
attach honour to the practice of chaftity, and fliame to the contrary vices. An author, 
cited in the General Hiftsry of Voyages, fays, that at Loango they are perfuaded that the 
crime of a maid who has not refilled feduction, would be fufficient to draw down a 
total ruin on the whole country, were it not expiated by a public avowal made to the 
king; and the fame writer, impelled by I know not what kind of blind bias for calum¬ 
niating the manners of this people, adds, that this avowal, however, has nothing in it 
humiliating. But it is eafy to judge, that a fault which is deemed fufficiently enormous 
to provoke the wrath of Heaven, mult condemn to opprobrium and fliame, the culprit 
who is obliged to make the avowal. 

A man, as we fhall foon fee, may marry as many women as he finds willing to attach 
themfelves to him; but it is an unheard-of thing for a man and woman to cohabit 
publicly, without being lawfully efpoufed. There are never feen in this country, as 
in the great towns of Europe, any of tbofe focieties of women, who keep a fchool of 
debauchery. 

They would not fuffer them to traffic fhamefully with their honour, by walking in 
the ftreets; ftill lefs would they be allowed to exercife the infamous trade of feducing 
and corrupting youth. The language, though very rich, offers no term which cor- 
refponds with that of a female debauchee; it is expreffed by a Portugueze word. 

‘I he Negreffes have, like the Negroes, their arms and bofoms uncovered, efpecially 
when at work ; but the cuftom is general; no one thinks of it; no one is fcandalized 
at it; and it is wrong with authors to have concluded thence, that they brave all the 
laws of modefty. This nudity of a Negrefs, who from morning to night is occupied 
in cultivating the field under a burning fun, is lefs infidious and lefs /hocking to pub¬ 
lic decency, in that'country, than the half-nakednefs of our court ladies among us. 
Whenever the miffionaries found themfelves among the inhabitants of the country, in 
■the paffage of rivers where there are no boats, they obferved, that when a woman 
entered the water, all the men turned away their eyes until flie had got to the other 
fide; the women on their part, do the fame when the men pafs. 

The young girls accompany their mothers every where, who require from them 
the ftricteft referve. A youth durft not fpeak to a girl, except in her mother’s prefence; 
he cannot make her a prefent except when he alks her in marriage. A mi Sionary 
one day met a little Negrefs returning from the fields with her mother; Ihe faid to 
him in the language of the country, and in a jocular tone, “ Good day , man of Godf* 
Her mother immediately gave her a fevere reprimand for having fpoken to a man, and 
with fo little referve. Dancing is in this country a daily exercife, but the men never 
dance except with men, nor the women'except with women. The fongs of joy, which 
generally accompany their dances, have nothing in them offenfive to modefty. 


CHAP. IX.”— Of Marriages and Alliances. 

POLYGAMY is authorized by the national laws, and it is allowable fora man to 
marry as many women as he thinks proper; but this liberty which the law allows, 
is reftrained by nature. The number of women among them does_ not appear to fur- 
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pafs that of the men, perhaps it does not even reach it; fo that a Grandee of the 
Country cannot many twenty women, without placing nineteen of his fellow citizens 
under the neceihty of obferving celibacy. Befides, a woman generally prefers the 
advantage of being the foie fpoufe of an individual, to the honour of being the wife 
of a lord, who mult give her a great number of rivals; thus it is only the rich who 
can ufe the privilege, or rather the abufe of the law, for that is the only name which 
can fuit a difpofidon which favours one party in fociety, to the detriment of the other. 
But as the clals of rich perfons is far from numerous, all the free men, and even moil 
of the Haves ftill find means to marry. Thofe who Hated that the commoneft Negroes 
in the country have each two or*- three wives, would have to reckon beforehand, 
whether the number of women twice or thrice ftupaffed that of the men j as thofe 
who allot feven thoufand to a king of Loango, mud have afeertained that there is that 
number in his whole capital; this, no one who has been upon the fpot dare affure 
them. 

1 he fathers and mothers leave to their boys the care of choofing a wife. The 
marriage of the girls is confidered a houfehold affair, which concerns the mother only. 
The wives bring no portion to their hufband ; on the contrary, when a boy wants to 
have a maid in marriage, he goes to find her mother, and makes her thofe prefents 
which he judges will be mod agreeable to her. If thefe prefents, or the hand which 
offers them, do not pleafe the mother, Die refufes them. If fhe accepts them, the young 
man immediately prefents gifts to the maid alfo, who is ftill free to receive or rejeft 
them. 1 he acceptance of prefents on the part of the mother and daughter is equiva¬ 
lent to a promile of marriage. The nuptials, however, are not celebrated until about 
a month afterwards j and during that time the girl appears in public, with her body 
painted red, in order that all the world may know, that the man with whom file is feen 
to cohabit is her hufband. 'Were not this ceremony previoufly obferved, the marriage 
would be deemed illegal and facrilegious, and the parents of the girl would have a right 
to punifli her with death. The term preferibed by ufage being expired, the girl wallies 
away the red colour with which fhe has been flained, and the nuptials are celebrated 
with dances and ruftic fongs. 

Marriage thus contracted, forms an indifibluble bond. There are only certain par¬ 
ticular cafes excepted by 1 the law, which authorize a hufband to divorce his wife; as 
for inftance, when a princefs choofes him for her hufband. Conjugal chaftity is Angu¬ 
larly refpedted among thefe people $ adultery is placed in the lift of the greateft crimes. 
By an opinion generally received, the women are perfuaded that if they were to render 
themfelves guilty of infidelity, the greateft misfortunes would overwhelm them, unlefs 
they averted them by an avowal made to their hufbands, and in obtaining their pardon 
for the injury they might have done. There are ftill fome more faults of which the 
wives think themfelves bound to accufe themfelves to their hufbands. This accufation 
is a fort of religious ceremony. The hufband takes care to be always eafily to be in- 
rreated to pardon his wife for the faults which fhe avows to him ; but if fhe names an 
accomplice^ he has a right to profecute and bring that offender to juftice j and he never 
fails to do fo, efpecially if the man has carried his audacity fo far as to ftain the nup¬ 
tial couch. When this crime is in agitation, the judge does not require other proofs 
than the denunciation of the hufband, confirmed by the avowal of the wife; becaufe 
he fuppofes that this avowal, which condemns her to infamy, cannot but be the cry of 
confcience. She is acquitted of it at the tribunal of the judge, as fhe is before her 
hufband, for the fake of her repentance and fhame; but it is not fo with the feducer; 
the law ordains that he fhali be placed in the power, and at the diferetion of the man 
vol* xvx* 4 d vvhocfli 
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whom he has outraged; and he becomes his Have, at leall unlefs he be rich enough to 
ranfoin himfelf. It is not to be fuppofcd that fiich flaves are at all fpared by their 
mailers, 

A princefs has the double right of choofing from among the people? fuch a huibana as 
ffie thinks proper, even if he be already married, and to oblige him to have her alone 
for his fpoufe, As this laft condition generally appears too hard to the princes, it is 
rare that the princefles find any of them willing to marry them, even the commoners 
dread their alliance; but when it is offered them, they are obliged to accept it, on pain 
of being conftrained by confifcation of body and goods. Ibey have alio a liberty, 
which none of the women of the people havej they can divorce a hufband who no 
longer fuits them, and choofe another; and it does not appear that they need affign 
any other motive for their divorce, than their will- In order that the divorced hufband 
of a princefs may marry, or even take back his former wife, if he had one before his 
marriage with the princefs, he mufl obtain the permiffion of the king, who is gene¬ 
rally very free and eafy on this point. 

The little kingdom of n^Goio acknowledges its dependence on that of Loango, by 
giving to the king a princefs of the blood, who is not to be the firfl among his ipoufes, 
and has none of the privileges of the other princefles. 

He on whom the princefs fixes her choice to become her hufband, begins by rubbing 
his body with palm oil, and painting himfelf red: this is the firlt exercife of a 
month’s retreat, which he paffes altogether at home, without ever ftepplng outfide the 
door. During this time he feeds on the commoneft meat, and drinks only water. At: 
the end of the month he wafhes himfelf, and marries the princefs with a great deal of 
magnificence. But the day of his wedding is the laft of his liberty. The hufband of 
a princefs is lefs her fpoufe than her Have and her prifoner. He engages himfelf, in 
marrying her, never more to look on a woman during the whole time he cohabits 
with her. Never does he go out, unlefs accompanied by a numerous efcort of part of 
his guards before, to drive afide all the women on the road where he is to pafs* 
If, in fpite of thefe precautions, a woman meet him on his way, and he has the ill luck 
to call his eyes upon her, the princefs, on the depofition of her fpies, may have his 
head chopped off, and Ihe commonly ufes this right- This fort of libertinifm, fuf- 
tained by power, often carries the princefles to the greateft excefles: but nothing is 
dreaded fo much as their anger- Cruelty feems to be their nature, and it might be 
laid, that they wifh to revenge themfelves on all who approach them, of the fort of 
fervitude to which their fex is condemned. 

The condition of other women actually forms a ftriking contrail with that of the 
princefles. While the latter treat their hulbands as imperious miftrefles ; the former 
are to theirs in a ftate of dependence bordering on flavery. When they fpeak io them, 
it is always kneeling. They alone are charged with the cultivation of the lands, and 
with all in-door work ; it is their bufinefs to provide for their own fubfiftence, and that 
of their children and hufband* 

If a man has many wives, each in her turn drefles his vi£luals, and holds herfelf 
honoured in waiting on him at table, and then in receiving at his hand, the leavings for 
herfelf and children. The hufband, in order not to excite jealoufy among his wives, 
ufes no familiarity with any of them. He always dwells alone in his hu£, and each of 
theta in hers, with her children. This reparation of dwelling does not prevent dif¬ 
ferences from arifing among them now and then, which the hufband* according to the 
ufage of the country, has a right to terminate juridically . On the complaint which has 
been preferred to him, he orders the two rivals to appear together before him \ each 
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pleads her caufe kneeling; whilft he himfelf fits on the ground with his feet crofted. 
After having heard them, hg pronounces fentence ; they retire in filence, teftiiying the 
mod entire fubmiffion to his judgment. It appears, that thofe who have feveral wives, 
make forne diftmetion among them ; and that lome are wives of the firft order, others 
of the fecond order; of the latter clafs there are fome who are truly Haves. The lot 
of princes’ wives differs much from that of princeffes ; they are not difpenfed with in 
domeftic. labour, and they are frequently occupied like others in the cultivation of 
the lands. 

The hufband commonly is at the charge of giving dreffes to his wife, and main¬ 
taining her houfe j he goes a hunting and fifliing. When thofe who have many wives 
have procured a fufficient quantity of game and filh, they diftribute it among all their 
wives, fcrupuloufly obferving, that the {hares are equal according to the number of 
their children. If what they have taken is not fufficient for all, they divide only with 
her who has charge of the kitchen that day. The commonalty of goods between 
hufbands and wives is not held in this country; it is attended with too many incon¬ 
veniences for the ufage of polygamy. As to fucceflions, the children do not inherit from 
their father; but only from their mother. The goods of the father are reverfible after 
death to his eldeft uterine brother, if he has one. In defect of brothers, to the eldeft 
fon of his eldeft uterine filter, or laftly, to the eldeft Ton of his neareft maternal relation. 

Succeffions among the poor, that is to fay, the bulk of the nation, are reduced to a 
houfe, a gun, a fabre, fome wooden or earthen veffels, and a few macoutes; fometimes 
they are of ftill lefs value. Thofe of the rich, of the princes and kings, confift of 
Haves, cotton cloths covered with filver, coral, fabres, guns, and other effects drawn 
from Europe. As the king is proprietary of the kingdom, the lands and lordflnps which 
the great hold by the title of government, do not pafs to their heirs, unlefs they pur- 
ehafe the preference by dint of prefents to the king and his minifters. 

CHAP. X .—Of the Education of the Children. 

THE fathers take no particular care of the education of their children. They 
content themfelves with infpiring them with a certain vague fear of the Divinity, of 
which they themfelves have very confided notions. They induce them by example, 
more than difeourfe, to refpeft their fuperftitious praftices ; to avoid lying, theft, and 
perjury. They alfo enjoin them to refpett the Ganga or minifters, and the aged. 
They give them leffons as occafion requires. There is no public fchool among thefe 
people, either for religion, or for fciences; and there are few trades to which they 
can bind their children. The young girls are as laborious as their mothers. Always 
at their fide, they fhare with them the hardeft toils of the field, and all the cares of the 
houfehold. They go to gather fire-wood in the forefts, and draw water from the river, 
which is frequently a quarter of a league diftant. But the little boys, following the 
example of their father, will take no part in the labours with which their filters are 
overwhelmed ; and fcarcely do they arrive at years of diferetion, when they affume 
the tone of mailers over them, as they fee their father do over their mother. A mif¬ 
fionary -one day heard a mother giving a fmall commiffion to her fon. The child was 
only about eight years old, but he anfwered gravely, “ Do you think then that I 
am a boy ?” 

Whilft the mother works with her daughters, the boys amufe themfelves and idle 
away their time with children of the fame age. They play but little; fometimes they 
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feek fugar-canes, ananas, and other fruits delicious to the tafte ; but their great and 
almoft only occupation, is to go a bird-nefting in the forefts, where they find them in 
great numbers, and of the fineft plumage. They alfo take them in traps and with 
nets, ufmg ants' eggs for baits. Many children there are among us, who would 
more eafily accuftom themfelves to this way of life, than to the feverities of 
ftudy. 

When they are come to the age of fifteen or fixteen, they engage voluntarily in 
fifiling; or they go to the chace as foon as they can find means to purchafe a gun. 
Some of them manufacture macoutes, which are little bits of linen cloth, which pafs 
for money in the country. 

CHAP. XI .—Of Arts and Trades. 

THESE people have no knowledge of writing, nor any figns which may Hand 
m its Head. They have therefore no records but tradition, which is maintained 
by certain ufages. The arts among them are ftill in their infancy; they exercife thofe 
only which are neceflary to life, and even thofe in a very imperfeft manner. 

Their phyficians are revered as very eftimable men, quite effential to the welfare of 
fociety: their art forms part of the religion. They bear the name of Ganga, which in 
the language of the country fignifies minifter. When they come to a patient, they alk 
him where his ailment lies ? and they fet to blowing on the part affeaed; after that they 
make fomentations, and tie up his limbs in different places with bandages: thefe are the 
preliminaries ufed in all diieafes; they know nothing either of phlebotomy or of 
medicines. There are cafes in which they employ fimples of different forts, but only 
topically. The mifllonaries could not get to know the virtues of them. They always 
chew fome before they breathe upon their patients, which operation may well, especially 
in external hurts, produce fome natural dfcd* fhe phyficians of the country know 
alfo a very falutary remedy, in their opinion, for all difeafes; but this they only employ 
in favour of thofe who can afford the expenfe} when they are called in to a rich man, 
they take with them all the performers on mufical mftruments they can find in the 
country: they all enter in filence} but at the firft fignal which they give, the mufical 
troop begin their performance; fome are furniflied with ftringed inftruments; others 
beat on the trunks of hollow trees, covered with lkin, a fort of tabor. All of them 
uniting their voices with the found of the inftruments, round the patient’s bed, make 
a terrible uproar and din ; which is often continued for feveral days and nights in fuc- 
ceffion. To an European the remedy would be worfe than the difeafe; but this mufic, 
which charms the negroes when they are in good health, cannot make them feel, in 
ficknefs, a more difagreeable fenfation than the moll: harmonious concert would to one 
of us; and in this cafe the remedy muft certainly not be fo violent as might at firft be 
imagined. Be that as it may, when the ftate of the patient begins to grow worfe, they 
endeavour to draw from their inftruments the molt piercing founds, and make the 
whole neighbourhood refound with their cries, as if they wanted to frighten Death and 
put him to flight. If they do not fucceed in this, as it often happens, they confole 
themfelves in the thought, that they have done their duty, and that the relations of the 
defund have nothing to reproach them with. All the time the choir of mulicians 
remain near the deceafed, the phyficians pay him frequent vifits, and come at 
ftated hours to adminifter diflferent remedies to him, aud to blow upon his 
pained part. 
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The molt common difeafes of thefe climates are fevers, finall-pox, mealies, and palfy. 
The latter is called the King’s difeafe ; the negroes regard it as the punifliment forfome 
attempt meditated againft the king; the paralytic, however, is never judicially pro- 
fecuted, hecaufe it is fuppofed that Heaven, who has deprived him of the ufe of forrie of 
his limbs, has puni&ed him according to the degree of his malicious intention; but 
he is regarded as a wicked citizen. 

The phyficians prefcribe no particular regimen to their patients; they order them to 
have every thing they want, either to eat or drink, without any regard to quantity or 
quality ; but if they alk for nothing-, nothing is to be offered them. This method is 
not without its inconveniences, but it may alfo have its advantages. As foon as the 
patient is dead, or when he is cured, his relations make a gathering on the fpot, for the 
profit of the phyfician who has attended him during his illnefs. When the gatherers 
went to the miffionaries, they generally afked them for European brandy, affuring 
them, that it was the thing which would moll pleafe the Doctor. 

As the greater part of our difeafes are occafioned by exceffes of the table, the negroes 
who always lead an uniform, fober, and frugal life, are rarely lick, and a great number 
among them, attain an extreme old age. The actual king of Kakongo, named 
Poukouta , is one hundred and twenty-fix years of age. He has always been in good 
health, and it was only in the month of March laft year, that he felt, for the firft rime, 
the infirmities of old age, and that his fight and legs began to weaken ; but his head 
is fliil found, and he habitually employs five or fix hours a day, in adminiftering 
juftice to his fubje&s. The princefs Ma-inteva, his aunt, is about as old, and in equal 
health. 

When the negroes feel themfelves indifpofed, they make a ptifan of dog's tooth, 
which is the fame as ours. Thofe who have ailings which do not oblige them to keep 
their bed, go themfelves to the Doctors, who prefcribe to them fome fuperftitious 
praftices, to which they attribute the cure, which nature herfelf operates. 

Although thefe phyficians, as we have juft now fufficiently fhewn, are no great 
conjurors, the people believe them to be very deeply verted in the fecrets of magic ; 
and they alfo do not forbid themfelves the acquifition of the occult fciences, which are 
attributed to them, as well as the commerce, fuppofed to be eftablifhed between them 
and the evil fpirit whom they undertake to appeafe. The children of the Dodtors 
fucceed their fathers. 

The miffionaries one day had occafion to fee a negro, the lord of a village, whom 
neither the found of inftruments nor the breathings of the doctors, nor even their 
topical remedies, had been able to cure. His dileafe bore fymptoms quite fingular and 
peculiar ; at the moment when the fit feized him, day or night, he went out and ran at 
random over the plains and through the forefts, making lamentable howlings and cries, 
like one pofleffed with a devil. His eyes were haggard and inflamed, he foamed at the 
mouth, and when he I topped, he appeared lhaken with violent convulfions, although he 
did harm to no one. The inhabitants of the country, when he was in this ftate, 
dreaded to meet him, more than they dreaded a wild beaft. When thefe fits of fury 
fubfided, the man appeared very rational, and fpoke fenfibly; but all that the mif¬ 
fionaries could draw from him, and what he conftantly told every body, was, that he 
was haunted by a great fpetfre, the fight of which fhook him and put him befide himfelf, 
and then he knew not where he was, nor what he did. The miffionaries not being 
able to follow this man, and to examine him in his mad fits, fuppofed that the difprder 
was occafioned by organic derangement though it is not impoffible that the demon 
who already poflefles the fouls of the wretched inhabitants of thefe countries, may alfo 
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fometimes extend his dominion over the bodies ; and that, by a juft judgment of God, 
he begins to puniih them, even in this life, for the facrilegious worfhip they paid him. 

We have fpoken elfewhere of agriculture; it is the women who carry it on. 
They have no other inftrument of tillage than a little pointed fpade, which is pretty 
much like the trowels of our mafons. They who fay they have feen a quantity of 
vine-dreflers in Loango, ought to have feen, that there are no vines in the country. 
The men, befides, by an univerfal prejudice, founded no doubt on their indolence, 
would think they degraded therafelves if they tilled the ground. They prefer to attach 
honour to more amufing and lefs toilfome occupations ; almofl. all of them are hunters 
and filhers. A great number are alfo carpenters, if we may give that name to thofe 
who conlhuct fuch houfes as we have defcribed. There are alfo fmiths among them, 
as well as potters, weavers, and falt-makers. 

The fmiths get their iron from Europe. To heat it they ufe charcoal. They 
hammer it on anvils made of wood harder than ftone.. There have been feen how¬ 
ever, fome fmall iron anvils in the King’s forges at Loango. The workmen are flow, 
and not very fkilful; they make only fmall ware. The hammers they ufe are no heavier 
than thofe of our upholfterers. Their bellows are of a pretty ingenious make. 

The potters make all forts of earthen veflels, which they bake in the midft of 
a great fire. They are fafliioned almofl: as well as thofe of Europe, although no 
wheel is ufed. The potters alfo make tobacco pipes, the great confumption of which 
forms a confiderable branch of their petty trade. 

The weavers make their cloths of a grafs about two feet high, which grows untilled 
in the defert plains, and needs no preparation to be put to work. The length of the 
grafs is the length of the web ; they make it rather narrower than long. This cloth is 
woven like ours; but they make it on their knees, without Ihuttle or loom: having the 
patience to pafs the woof through the threads with their fingers, in the fame way that 
our balket-makers weave their hurdles. Although they work with fuch quicknefs 
that one can fcarcely follow their fingers with one’s eyes, they get flowly forward. 
The beft: workmen do not make more than the length of an ell of cloth in the 
fpace of eight days. 

Their little pieces, which we call macoutes, ferve as the current money of the country. 
The merchants have no right to refufe in exchange for them the goods they bring to 
market. Befides the common cloths, the negroes make little bags, caps, and other 
articles, fome of which would be admired in Europe for the variety of the defign, 
and the delicacy of the workmanlhip. In the country is found a tree, the inner 
bark of which is really a cloth, as ftrong and flexible as ours: the negroes ufe it as 
macoutes, and as materials for clothes. 

The peafants of the villages near the fea, are moftly falters. All their art confifts 
in evaporating fea water over a great fire, which depofits the fait at the bottom of 
veflels employed for the purpofe. 

CHAP. XII. — Of the mode of Drefs , and of fame particular Ufages* 

THESE people have no fpecles of veftment which anfwers to our fliirts; they are un¬ 
covered down to the waift in all feafons; and they go always bare-foot and bare-legged. 
Their drefs confifts of a fmall under petticoat which we call pagne, and which refembles 
that worn by our bakers’ boys and brewers’ apprentices. It reaches half way down the 
leg, fome of them leave a long tail to it. The poor make it of their own country cloth; 
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the rich make it of a cotton cloth, or of other light fluffs brought from Europe. This 
petticoat is furmounted with a broad girdle, commonly of red°or blue cloth, moftof 
them have only one drefs, which they wear night and day, until it is too much worn or 
too dirty, for they never wafh their clothes. By a ufage very different from ours, the 
men have always caps on, and the women go bare-headed ; they wear their hair/ the 
men fhave their heads. The heads of thofe who afpire to glory in apparel, referable 
a parterre; you fee alleys and figures traced on them with a great deal of fymmetry. 
Allowing for this difference, the women are drefied pretty much like the men ; and the 
author of the General Hiftory of Alia, Africa, and America, has been ill informed, when 
he fays in Vol. XII. of his work that their petticoats are not furmounted by a girdle like 
thofe of the men ; it is however remarked, that they have lefs inclination than the men for 
glittering ornaments; on feafl days, for want of jewelry they attire themfelves in rafcades j 
the rafcade is a bead of glafs, of which chaplets are made in Europe. They make collars 
and bracelets of them, and even put them round their legs : fame men envy them this 
brilliant attire ; but inftead of employing the rafcade in collars and bracelets, they make a 
fort of bandolier of it. The men as well as the women and even the children carry in 
their girdle a fheathed knife, like our head cooks. This knife, which is always well fharp- 
ened, ferves as a razor for their beard, and as fciffars for their poll. A modem hiftorian, 
ill informed on the ufages of the country, fays, that the inhabitants of Loango make their 
bed polls of the palm tree. Ifthefe people ufed bed polls, they might’find in their 
forefts many trees preferable to the palm for this purpofe; but their bed is merely a 
mat for the poor, and an European carpet for the rich ; this does not hinder them from 
fleepirig foundly. The moll diligent are never up before fun-rife, and the greater part 
not till long afterwards. If they have any work to do, it is commonly done before dinner. 
They make only two meals; the firlt at ten o’clock, and the fecond at night-fall. Al¬ 
though they tire themfelves very little in the forenoon, they reft almofl the whole after¬ 
noon ; except when they take a fancy to go a hunting or a filhing, we have Ihewn that 
their moll common paftime, is talk. Many of them play at a game very like our games of 
draughts and chefs ; they amufe themfelves alfo at a hand game, which confifts in beat¬ 
ing themfelves in cadences quicker or flower, in different parts of the body, fo as juft to 
meet and flrike at the fame time each other’s hands ; they often gather together in a 
public place, under the fhade of a well-tufted tree, to hold concerts. Each is admitted 
to play his part; they are lefs harmonious, but more noify than ours. They ufe all forts of 
ftringed inftruments made by themfelves in their own way; trumpets, fifes, and drums, 
comprile alfo a part of their fvmphonies; they always mix their verles with the founds of 
their inftruments. i he more noife is made, the better the piece is performed ; thefe con¬ 
certs, which flatter and tranfpon the negroes, alfo amufe the Europeans, who cannot help 
iaughing at this ftrange refill t of an infinity of voices accompanied by hoarfe braying in- 
ftruments of all kinds. If fome of our military muficians were to land in thefe countries, 
they would become new Orphei, and draw after them tile towns and villages ; but the 
tender and impaffionedairs of our beft opera muficians would be laughed at. 

Although dancing is a fatiguing exercife in fuch hot countries, it is much praflifed. 
It is fometimes a diverfion; but oftener a religious ceremony. The negroes dance when 
they are in forrow, juft as they do when they are joyful; at the funeral of their fathers, 
as at their own wedding, the fong ever accompanies the dance; the moil qualified of the 
troop, or he who can fing beft, begins alone, and the others repeat the long, and dance 
to it as our provincial plants do. They have no fongs compofed, they make them 
off hand ; and take their fubjeft from exifting circumftances. The milfionaries one 
day heard of a woman, who, dancing on the occafion of her hufband’s death, deplored 
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his lot and that of her children; fhe compared the defunft to the roof of a houfe, the fall 
of which foon involves that of the whole edifice; “ Alas! (cried (he, in her language,) 
the ridge has fallen $ there lies the building expofed to the weather, all is over; the 
ruin is unavoidable.” 

The more remote the negroes are from fweetnefs and nature in their concerts, the 
more fentiment and truth they throw into their dances and ruftic fongs. Be they pro¬ 
voked by grief, or excited by joy, they are always the faithful exprellion of nature. 
The hearer is moved with them, in fpite of himfelf; efpecially when he beholds their 
aftion. One day, when two miflionaries were pafling through a village, they heard of a 
mother whole fon fome robbers had ftolen, and fold as a (lave to the Europeans. This 
woman, in the firft: tranfport of woe, fallies from her houfe diffolved in tears, holding 
her daughter by the hand; (lie immediately fell to dancing with her, chaunting her 
misfortune in the molt piteous and touching tone. Now (he curfed the day when (he be¬ 
came a mother; then (he called her fon, making imprecations againft the wretches who 
had borne him away ; at other times (he reproached for their meft cruel avarice thofe 
European merchants who buy from all hands thofe who are offered to them as flaves. 
Struck by the novelty of the fight, the miflionaries (lopped a moment: the fong of the de¬ 
feated mother, the abundance of her tears, the irregular movement which agitated her 
by turns, even the dtforder of the dance — all rendered the fentiment, all expreffed 
nature with fuch energy, that the miflionaries themfelves, pierced with profound grief, 
felt their tears flow and retired weeping. The women, like the men, have their affem- 
blies for diverfion and dancing: but only on feaft days, or when they have fin iff ed their 
toils of the field, and the bufinefs of the houfehold. They are never confounded with 
the men; even the wife does not dance with her hulband, nor the filler with her brother. 
They never work above three days in fucceflion ; the fourth is for them a general reft 
day, during which they are not allowed to bufy themfelves in tillage. The men, who 
repofe habitually, work dill lefs on that day. They walk, fport, and go to market. The 
miflionaries have never been able to procure from the negroes any explanation of this 
period of four days, which forms their week. They know neither months nor years. 
When they reckon time, which they rarely do, it is by moons and feafons; thus to 
make them underftand that our Lord offered himfelf for the falvation of men at thirty- 
three years of age, we tell them that he was fixty-fix feafons old. 

It was matter of furprife to fee people who count nothing, not even their age,(hould 
have like us the ufe of numbers, which they carry even to infinity. They begin by nu¬ 
merating like us, one, two, three, &c. &c. as far as ten: inftead of faying ten, they 
fay tithing, and they continue tithing one, tithing two, tithing three, up to twenty : 
then they fay two tithings, next two tithings one, two tithings two, two tithings three, 
&c. they numerate them as far as nine tithings nine ; then they fay a hundred, and begin 
again; when they come to ten hundreds, they employ a term which anfwers to a thoufand • 
and they thus continue to numerate as far as millions and milliards. Numbers are 
fometimes matters of entertainment to the fages of the country. 

It is commonly at night-fall that the negroes make their fecond repaft; it is not 
more fplendid than the firft. In the evening they light torches, which are of’the fize of 
thofe which our lacqueys carry behind carriages; they are made of an odoriferous gum, 
which diftils plentifully from one of the foreft trees, and which petrifie in rollers. Inftead 
of putting their wick in. the torch, they put the torch into the wick, by in veiling the 
rollers with flax and bits of dry wood. Thefe torches throw up a light fmoke, which 
fpreads an agreeable odour to a great diftance. Although the nights are never cold, 
they commonly light a fire in the evening to purify the air, which by the continual ex- 
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halations from the earth, is rendered thick and unwhoiefome. Their hearth, when no 
rain falls, is in the middle of the court. That is alfo the place where they take their 
evening repafl. Immediately after flipper they retire to their huts, and lie down on 
their mats, imlefs fome neighbour comes to talk, or they have to dance in honour 
of a dead perfon, which very often happens; becaufe they are accuRomed, as we fliall 
fee in the fequel, to dance for feveral months For their neareft relatives, and in pro¬ 
portion for others, and each for their friends. On thefe occafions they watch the 
greater part of the night, and fleep by day. 

CHAP. XIII. — Of the Government. 

THE government with thefe people is purely defpotic. They fay their lives and 
goods belong to the king; that he may difpofe of and deprive them of them when he 
pleafes, without form of procefs, and without their having any thing to complain of. 

In his prefence they pay marks of refpefl: which refembie adoration. The individuals 
of the lower dalles are perfuaded that his power is not confined to the earth, and that 
he has credit enough to make rain fall from heaven: hence they fail not, when a con¬ 
tinuance of drought makes them fearful about the harveR, to reprefent to him that if he 
does not take care to water the lands of his kingdom, they will die of hunger, and 
will find it impoffible to make hi in the ufual prefents. 

The king, to fatisfy the people, without however compromifing himfelf with heaven, 
devolves the affair on one of his minifters, to whom he gives orders to caufe to fall 
without delay upon the plains as much rain as is wanted to fertilize them. When the 
miiifter fees a cloud which he prefumes muff Ihed rain, he fhews himfelf in public, as 
if to exercife the orders of his prince. The women and children troop around him, 
crying with all their might Give us rain, give us rain; and he promiles them fome. 

T he king, who reigns as a defpot over the people, is often difturbed in the exercife 
of his power, by the princes his vaffals, many of whom are not much inferior to him in 
force. Thefe princes voluntarily acknowledge their dependance fo long as the king 
exafts nothing from them which impairs their privileges or pretenfions; but Ihould 
the fovereign authority feem inclined to conflrain. them, they endeavour to withdraw 
themfelves from it by open force and by dint of arms. 

The Haves are not the moft ill-treated perfons in thefe Hates: the king and the 
princes lpare thofe who belong to them, under the apprehenfion, left, having nothing 
which attaches them to their native foil, they Ihould pafs into the fervice of foreign 
princes, who always very willingly feize the opportunity of augmenting their pof- 
l'effions, by affuring to fugitive Haves who are willing to furrender themfelves to them, 
the fame lot and condition in life which they have left. The free negroes are more to 
be pitied, with refpefl: to their condition. They are obliged to make prefents to the 
king, in proportion to the number of their Haves, of the lands they till, and the cattle 
they breed. If the king thinks they do not give enough, he fends Haves to their places 
to take what they have. Jufl and humane kings do not permit themfelves to make 
thefe cruel exactions; but their miniRers, the governors of provinces, ana other 
fubaltern officers, often execute them in their name. The people fuffer without com¬ 
plaining, being perfuaded that the king in deljpoiling them, only exercifes his right, 
and confole themfelves with the thought that they fhall always find a few roots of 
raanive to fubfift upon. 
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This form of adminiftration, as it may be eafily imagined, ftifles the very germ of 
emulation; the arts do not improve, every thing languishes. Even fuppofing the king 
to be foie proprietary of the whole kingdom, it his fubjects by paying hint a fixed tax, 
in proportion to the lands they could till, might proraife themfelves, like the farmers 
of our lords, to gather in quietnefs the fruits of their labours and their induftry ; their 
rich plains which are now abandoned would be tilled with care, or covered with cattle $ 
the prince would be the richer for it, and the people would live in a ftate of enjoyment. 
But, contented with a fmall field which yields them a few infipid roots, and the tillage 
of which they leave to the females, they pafs their lives in idlenefs, defpifing the riches, 
of which the king when he pleafes, may fay, “ they are mine.” 

Though the kings do not employ the inoft proper means for promoting the welfare 
of their fubje&s, they hold this as a principle, that it is their imerett as well as their 
duty, to occupy themfelves with the care of rendering them happy, and maintaining 
peace and juftice among them. Every day they pafs feveral hours in deciding the 
proceffes of thofe who have appealed with them to their tribunals; they hold frequent 
councils; but it is rare that they have a real friend, and a difinterefled man among 
thofe whom they invite thither. The minifters ftand charged with the execution ot 
whatever has been determined in the king’s council; but as this prince blindly defers 
to them, it frequently happens, that, while occupied with the details of juftice, he 
pacifies the differences of a few families, one of his minifters, in his name, though 
without his knowledge, fpreads trouble and delegation over a whole province. 

The principal minifters are the ma-ngovo, the ma-npontou , the nia-kaka , the m-fouka, 
and the ma-komba. The ma-ngo-vo, whom we call mangove , is the minifter for foreign 
alfairs, and the introducer of foreigners at court. The ma-npontou is affociated to the 
department of the mangove, and reprefents him when abfent. The ma-kaka is minifter 
of war, and even general iffi mo of the armies. It is he who caufes the troops to be 
muftered in time of war, who appoints their officers, reviews them, and alfo leads 
them to battle. The m-fouka, whom the French call mafouque, is minifter of com¬ 
merce. He makes frequent voyages on the fea coafts, where are the warehoufes and 
factories of the Europeans. He is obliged, by the nature of his office, to make 
frequent reprefentations of the ftate of the exchanges which are made between the 
Europeans and the Africans, and to take care that no frauds are committed on either 
fide. He alfo prefides over the recovery of the droits which the king exafxs from 
ftrangers who trade in his ftates; and he is charged with the general police of the 
markets. The i m-kimba is grand mafter of the waters and forefts. It is he who has 
the infpeftion of all the boatmen, filhermen, and hunters ; and it is to him that the 
fifli and game intended for the king are directed. They reckon alfo in the number of 
minifters a ma-nibanza, a main-bile, and fome others whofe functions are unknown. 

Thefe minifters have no offices or houfes of bufinefs as ours have; they even know 
not how either to read or write: with the exception of a fmall number of important 
affairs, they difpatch all others on the fpot, and as foon as they prefent themfelves, in 
order not to run the rilk of forgetting them. Their clerks are intelligent Haves whom 
they fend into the towns and provinces, to fignify to private individuals, as well as 
perfons in place, the king’s intentions. In all the provinces and in all the towns, there 
is a governor for the king. The chiefs of the villages are alfo king’s officers; they admi- 
nifter juftice in his name.' They are the more exatt in requiring that every one fliall make 
prefents proportioned to his revenues, inafmuch as they themfelves are charged with 
the receipt and tranfmiffion of them to court. The peafants are frequently obliged to 
compound with them, and to make them particular prefents in order to ranfom tbem- 
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felves from the vexations which thofe officers are difpofed to infiia in the name of the 
king. He, for example, who has four goats, in order not to be conftrained to give 
thiee of them to the Ling, or even to give up the whole four, begins by making a 
prefent of the fine/ 1 ; among them to the chief of the village, who will then content him- 
lelf with a fecond for the king. The king alone nominates perfons to all ftate 
offices, and he does it in council. There is no examination as to who might be the 
fubjeds mod worthy of holding them, but who are they who offer mofl “for them. 
The lucrative governments are ufually adjudged to the relatives of the minifters, or to 
the minifters themfelves. The day on which the king has nominated a perfon to an 
important place, is always a feaft day in tlie capital. The province alfo, in which the 
officer is to exercife his charge, makes great rejoicing when he arrives to take poffeffion 
of it: and the poor people, who when they are fuffering always expert that a change 
muff be for the better, run finging and dancing before him who has juft bought, at the 
higheft price, the right of defpoiling them with impunity, and on behalf of the king. 

CHAP. XIV. — Of the Princes and the Rights of the Crown. 

THE crown among thefe people is not hereditary, as feveral authors aver, who in 
this point as well as in an infinite number of others, merely copy each other’s errors. 
There is in each kingdom a family, or if you pleafe a clafs of princes, for they are 
very numerous, and they know not the order of their genealogy focorreaiy as to know if 
they be of a common origin. It is fufficient to be prince in order to have the right of 
pretending to the crown: and it muff neceffarily be fo, in order to poffefs ceitaiirnoble 
fiefs which are held more immediately on that tenure. 

No nobles are known in thefe countries, except the princes, and nobility does not 
defcend except by the females, fo that all the children of a princefs-mother are princes 
or prfnceffes, though begotten by a plebeian lather; as, oil the other hand, the children 
of a prince, or even thofe of a king, are not nobles, unlefs their father has married a 
princefs, which fcarcely ever happens, becaufe the princeffes, as we have already 
remarked, have the privilege of obliging their hulbands to have only a fingle wife, 
and becaufe the princes and the kings generally prefer marrying plebeian females, and 
feeing their nobility terminate with them, to renouncing the rights of polygamy. 

On the death of every king there is always an interregnum, during which are cele¬ 
brated the obfequies of the defunft, who is commonly interred after the lapfe of fome 
years. The kingdom is then governed by a regent, who takes the title of ma-boman , 
that is to fay, h rd of terror , becaufe he has the right of making hUnfelf feared 
throughout the whole kingdom. It is the king who in his lifetime nominates the 
ma-boman: the law itfelf, ii\ order to prevent the inconveniences of anarchy, obliges 
him to defignate two of them; the fecond of whom, in cafe the firft dies, is charged 
with the affairs of ftate until they have proceeded to the eledion of a new king. It is 
during this interregnum that the pretenders to the crown, from their canvafs, and by 
means of prefents and promifes, try to render the eledors favourable to themfelves. 
Thefe electors are the princes, the minifters, and the regent. The adual king of 
Loango was not elected till after an interregnum of feven years, and his predeceffor, 
who died in 1766, is not yet buried; this delay was occafioned by a conteft which 
arofe between the citizens of Loango, who pretend that the prince ought to be interred 
in his capital; and thofe of Loanguilli, the ufual burial place of the kings, who will 
not cede their privilege- However, as the difference was not made up, and the time 
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determined by ufage for the interment of the king had expired ieveral years before, ft 
was thought that the election of his fueceffor might be proceeded in, and he has now 
occupied the throne four years. 

In certain kingdoms the prince himfelf defignates his fueceffor \ but all the fovereigns 
have not this right y it is contefted againft the kings of Loango and n’-Goio. The king 
defignates his fueceffor by putting him in poffeflion of a fief which cannot be poffefled 
except by him who is to fucceed to the crown. This fief is called Kata , and the Prince 
to whom the king gives the inveftiture of it, quits all other titles to affume that of 
ma-kdia. From the day on which th ema-kdia has taken poffeffion of his lordfhip, en¬ 
trance into the capital is forbidden him, until the king be dead and buried. The king* 
either in order not to remove to a diftance from his perfon him whom he loves well 
enough to make his fueceffor, or to hold all the princes ftriftly attached to his intereft, 
by letting each of them enjoy his hope of having the choice fixed on him, defers as long 
as he can the having a ma-kaia proclaimed. It even happens fometimes that not being 
able to refolve,on creating anumber of mal-contents by preference of one, he dies without 
having nominated his fueceffor. It is but a few years fince the king of Loango, now very 
old, declared his. Though according to the laws of certain ftates the right of the ma~ 
kdias to the crown be inconteftible, as it has not been conferred but by the choice of one 
man, it is never refpe£ted fo much as that would be, which fhould be founded on the 
order of truth ; and after a powerful prince, jealous of a preference with which he perhaps 
had flattered himfelf, raifes a part of the kingdom in revolt, and declares war on the new 
king* No one doubts, in the kingdom of Kakongo, that after the death of the aftual 
king the crown may be difputed againft the ma-kdia by the ma-nboukou* or prince who 
is below him in dignity, but furpafie^ him in power, and negledb nothing to conciliate 
the favour of the p^ple. 

It is here rather than any where elfe, that every one is enabled to feel how advan¬ 
tageous it is for a (fate, that the fovereign authority fhould be perpetuated in the fame 
family by an invariable order and fuccefilon 5 and if thofe pretended fages, who pafs 
themfelves for protestors of mankind in matters of government as well as of religion, 
had gone through a courfe of politics in thefe countries in the fchool of experience, they 
would doubdefs not be feen to attack with their pens a form of government the molt 
wifely eftablilhed for enfuring the happinefs and tranquillity of the people j and they 
would be forced to agree that hereditary fovereignty with all its inconvenlencies, a 
neceffary confequence of all human eftablifhments, has ineftimable advantages over an 
derive form of government. In fad when a king dies without having defignated his 
fueceffor, and in kingdoms where he has no right to defignaie one, it is as it were become 
cultomary to celebrate his obfequies by battles, and for the country to becopie the theatre 
of civil war; fiich refuks are expe&ed and prepared for. This happened very lately in 
the little kingdom ofn’-Goio: The prince who was ele&ed king had to fuftahi his ele&ion 
with arms in hand, againft the mamtoakou of the fame kingdom. The latter, finding 
himfelf too weak to maintain a campaign againft the royal army with his own forces alone, 
conirafted an alliance with the count of Logno, a powerful prince, feudatory at Congo, 
the ftates of which border on the kingdom of nkGoio. The Count gathered his troops 
together, led them in perfon to the m-anbouhu > who by the help of thefe fuccours faw 
hiinfelf in a condition to feek out his enemy, before whom he was flying preview fly* 
The armies met, and battle was given, the king's troops were defeated j he himfelf made 
pnfoner, and the m-anbouko% who felt no horror at confirming the crime of rebellion by 
a ftill gieatet crime, had his fovereign s head chopped oft. Deeming himfelf in peaceable 
poffeflion of the kingdom he had juft ufurped* he wanted to difmifs the army of Ins allies > 


PROYART’s HISTORY OR LOANCO, &C. 581 

but this was what the count of Logno did not underhand, and affuming a tone of autho¬ 
rity with the pretended king, told him that every body knew he held the crown by in- 
conreftible rights j that if he would himfelf acknowledge them,,he would treat him as a 
friend ; but if he pretended to difpute them with him, he knew how to avail himfelf of 
the arms in his hand. In fa£t, the war was renewed, and lafted feveral years, during 
which the trade of the Europeans was interrupted on thofe coafts; it has juft been ter¬ 
minated, but no one yet knows whether by a treaty of peace, or by the death of one or 
both of the combatants. 


CHAP. XV. — Of the Laws, and the manner in which 'fujtice is adminiflered. 

THERE are few laws among thefe people, and they are not written. Thefe are 
preferved by ufageand tradition ; there is no one ignorant of the cafes which incur pain 
of death, and of thofe for which the offender becomes the Have of the perfon offended; 
murder and poifoning are punifhed with death, and confifcation of a part of the culprit’s 
goods to the profit of the heirs of,the deceafed. It is very rare that a negro openly 
attempts the life of another : but the Europeans, according to an old prejudice, believe 
that many die among them by poifon; and they themfeives, through an excefs of 
fimplicity believing their nation capable of hurrying into atrocities which are by no 
means charaCtereltic of it, do not fail to attribute to poifon all hidden deaths, and 
thofe which are preceded by certain violent difeafes. The relatives of the deceafed on 
thefe occafions confult divines and forcerers, and know whom they are to come upon ; 
but it is enough to dwell awhile in the country in order to perceive that they flander 
themfeives, and that thefe vague fufpicions of poifon or malefadtions, the pretended 
authors of which are never convifted, are with them, as with all credulous people in 
our country places, the pure effea of ignorance, and the chimera of a clouded ima¬ 
gination. 

Robbery is not punifhed with death $ but he who is taken in the act of Healing, even 
things of the filial left value, is condemned to become the Have of the perfon he has robbed, 
unlcls he can make it up with him, by furnifhing him with a Have in kind or in value. 
The fame penalty lies again ft any one who lhall infult a prince, or a minifter, even by 
words. We have feen that he who was convicted of adultery, was given up as a flave to 
the offended party. Only the princeffes have the right of infilling on the punilhment of 
death for the faithleffnefs of their hulbands. 

All the ordinances of the king are arbitrary, and commonly bear the ftamp of the 
moft abfolute defpotilm. It is a maxim generally adopted by fovereigns, and regarded 
as a cardinal point of their policy, that the multitude may be reftrained by fevereVules; 
but each makes an application of this principle with more or lefs difcretion, according 
to his humanity, his fenfe, or his council. By an ill-judged zeal with regard to order 
and policy, princes, otherwife well intentioned, fomeciraes profcribe as crimes and on pain 
of death abufes which would difappear on the menace of the High tell punilhment. 
The iniflionaries, on their arrival at Kakongo, having been troubled for feveral days in 
fucceflion by fome individuals who affeQed to fingand cry around their dwelling, car¬ 
ried their complaints to the king, when they had occafion to go and fee him; he promifed 
them that he would reftore order; in fact, they were very much furprifed on the fame 
day to hear proclaimed an ordinance, denouncing pain of death on ali perfons, of what¬ 
ever age or condition they might be, who Ihould dare in future to diiturb the repofe 
of the miffionaries. The firft time they went to falute the prince he a (Iced 
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them, If any one had fmce molefted them, and he told them, the firftman they de¬ 
nounced fhould lofe his head. The reafon they affign for this feverity in punifhing flight 
faults with the fame vigour as the greateft, is, that the eafierit is to abftain from the thing 
forbidden, or to do what is ordained, the lefs excufable is the difcbedienee ; and the 
more of courfe does it deferve to be feverely puniffied. 

When the king ia inclined to pafs a law, he aflembles his minifters and principal officers* 
and after having taken their advice, he declares his final will, which they caufe to be 
known immediately by the governors of the provinces. The latter publilh the law 7 , by 
a herald, in all the markets which they hold In all the towns and villages of their govern¬ 
ment ; and they are charged jointly with the governors of the towns to fee it duly exe¬ 
cuted. It is alfo in council that the king appoints perfons to vacant charges and offices $ 
fixes the price of goods, and regulates all that concerns trade and police. 

The governors of the towns and the chiefe of villages are at the fame time judges civil and 
criminal. They have a right of fehtencing to flavery and even to death ; but it is open to 
every one to appeal from their fentence to the tribunal of the governor general of the 
province, and in the laft refort to the king himfelfi 

The room where the king gives his audiences and adminifters juftice, is a fort 
of hail; beisfeated on the ground upon a carpet, having round him feveral afleflbrs 
whom he confuks on difficult cafes. There are always feen a great number of negroes 
at his audiences. Some attend from curiofity, others from the intereft they lake in the 
affairs that are to be decided. When the king is ready to hear the parties, he orders 
the officers to confront them in his pretence ; often in this country they do not plead by 
counfel, unlefs in cafe of ficknefs, wh en one of the neareff relatives takes charge of the 
affair. The pleaders in appearing before the judge always begin by making him afmall 
prefent. The party pretending to be lefed, fpeaks firft, and as long as he pleafes. 
The women plead their caufrs themfelves, like the men. One party never interrupts 
the adverfe party ; he waits till the other has done, in order to repel falfehaods and 
bad faith. If the fafrs be conteffed, and there be" witneffes, the king orders diem to 
make depofition of what they know ^ if there be no witneffes, and the affair be of 
feme importance, as thofe generally are in which appeal is made to the king, the decificn 
Is deferred until ampler information is brought; then the minifters charge certain intelli¬ 
gent negroes, whofe employ pretty nearly anfwers to that of our police fpies, to difcover 
the truth. They repair to the places where the people of the country talk ; and fome- 
• times add refs the pan ics themfelves and try to infinuate themfelves into their confidence, 
in order to warm out the fecret. They rarely return without having the information 
neceffary toferve as foundation for judgement. 

When any one is aocufed of a crime of which they cannot convifl him, they permit 
him to juftify himfdf by drinking the kajfa* The kaffa is prepared by infilling in water 
m\ bit of wood fo called. This potion is a true poifon to weak ftomachs, which have not 
ilrength to throw it up immediately. He who ftands the proof is declarea innocent, and 
his accufer is condemned as a fianderer. If the fault of which the pretended culprit is 
accufod does not deierve death, as foon as they perceive him juft readv to expire they 
make him take an antidote, which excites vomiting, and brings him back to life ; but they 
condemn him as a culprit to the penalty fixed by law. 

The inhabitants of the country have the greateft faith in this cordial. The princes 
and lords fometimes caufe kajja to be taken in order to clear up their fujpicians, but 
they muft firft obtain the king's permiffion to do fo, which is not difficult when the fuff 
picionsare of weighty concern. 

About two years ago, a prince of the kingdom of Kakongo, who fufpedled that a defign 
had been entertained of poifoning him, caufed all the people of his houfehold to take 


proyart’s history of uoango, &c. 583 

kajfa i a great number of them died, and among others, a man of his officers whom 
he moll loved, and who palled in the country for the honefteft man in his fervice. 

If the accufed does not appear to anfwer him who prefers a complaint againfl him, the 
king fends fervants to feek him, who are at once tipftaves, ferjeants, bailiffs, mar- 
Ihalmen. Thole who have to dread being condemned to death try to quit the 
kingdom, and take refuge with fome foreign prince, who receives them among his 
fhves. 

There are no public prifons. When the king thinks fit to fuperintend the execution 
of any criminals, they are held by the neck to a pk ce of forked wood, eight or ten feet 
long, and too heavy for them to bear up in their hands, fo that they remain captives in the 
open plain. It has been fometimes feen that not being able to walk forward becaufe the 
piece of wood cut their breath, they tried to drag^themfelves backwards: but no one ran 
after them, becaufe it is well known they could not go very far. Thefe vagabond pri- 
foners have no other nourilhment than that which is given them through compaffion. 
No one thinks of delivering them; he who did fo, would be put in their place, if 
dilcovered. 

As there are few laws in this country, the fcience of jurifpru deuce is not, properly 
fpeaking, any thing but the knowledge of the human heart, which is acquired by expe¬ 
rience. The caufes, moreover, being never diftorted by the fubtUties of chicanery; 
let but the kings apply themfelves; and the neceffity they are under of terminating every 
day of themlelves the differences of their fubjefts, puts them in a way to judge with wif- 
dom and equity. When the king has pronounced fentence the parties retire, teflifying 
by exterior marks of refpect, that they abide by his judgment. The governors of 
the provinces, towns, and villages, follow the fame method as the king in the adminiftra- 
tion of jultice. 

CHAP. XVI. — On fome particular ufages of the Kings of Kakongo. 

BY an ufage of which the inhabitants are equally ignorant of the origin and the 
end, and which they regard as holding effentially to the conftitution of their monarchy, 
the kings of Kakongo cannot poffefs or even touch the different forts of merchandize 
which come from Europe, except metals, arms, and articles made of wood and ivory. 
The F.uropeans and the negroes who are cloathed in European fluffs are not admitted 
into their palaces.* It is to be prefumed that the fir ft legifiator of the nation muft have 
impofed this law on the fovereigns in order to retard the progrefs of luxury, and attach 
the people by the example of their mailers to do without any thing from foreigners, and 
feek fupplies for their wants in their own indnftry. But as the law binds the king 
alone, he is the only one who obferves it. All the fubjefts, even his minifters, traffic indis¬ 
criminately in all kinds of goods that are brought them ; they make ufe of the vi&uals 
and liquors of Europe; and thofe who are clad in foreign fluffs are exonerated from the 
offence by changing their drcffes when they go to the king’s houfes. 

This prince eats in one room and goes to drink in another: he eats in private, and 
.drinks in public: his common beverage is palm-wine. The hall where he drinks is clofed 
only on three fides, and is pretty much like a great coach-houfe. There is always a great 
number of negroes who aflift in the ceremony of the king’s drinking; that is the time they 

* The ting of Kakongo is permitted to receive European goods in his palace, provided he do not 
touch them. They \\-ho wear clothes made of foreign ftufFs take great care to keep at a certain diltance 
from his perfon, for fear of touching him. He drinks t© the found of a little bell in the Audience Hall. 
1 Hated the prerent king to bei26 years of age: he is turned 128. A gentleman, M. He Foligny, captain of 
a veflel of Nantes, who faw hint lait year, and hunted with him, allures me, that his age was known to all the 
navigators who frequent the coait of Loan go. 
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choofe for paying court to him. When the king appears, every body places himfelf in 
the molt refpeftful attitude ; Ins cup-bearer gives him drink in a veiTel of the country 
tnake j and at the fame time a ganga, who is at once his phyficiaiij his forcerer, and his 
major-domo, begins to ring a little bell, crying with all his might Imafitm , ilnafma y 
proft rate your [elves or begone. Then all prefent, except the ganga, kill flat with their 
faces on the ground* i hey think the king would die if any of his fubjefts were to fee 
him drink. When he has drunk the ganga leaves off ringing and crying 5 every one riles, 
clapping his hands, and the king goes to finifh his dinner. 

By anufage equally fmgular the king of Kakongo is obliged to drink a draught at 
every caule which he decides ; and fomedmes he decides fifty at a fitting ; but palm- 
wine is merely a ref re flung liquor. If he were not to drink the fentence would not be 
legal* They then obferve the fame ceremonial as when he drinks during his repafts. 
He holds his audience daily from funrife, that is to fay, about fix o’clock, until there are 
no 'more caufes to try. He is very rarely at liberty before eleven in the forenoon* 

The now reigning king is generally beloved and efleemed by his fubjedts, for his 
patience in hearing and his wifdomln judging. His age (one hundred and twenty-fix 
years) which gives him the fiiperiority of experience over all the judges in this kingdom, 
lias not weakened the vigour of his mind. 

When the king falls lick the firfl care of his phyficians is to publilh the intelligence 
in all the provinces of his kingdom* At this news every one is obliged to kill a cock, 
nobody knows why- The moft fenfible among them laugh at this foolery, and fay that the 
dead cock does more good to them, than to the king, becaufe they eat it* But they raife a 
great outcry againft a ufage equally whimfical and more hurtful to fociely ; it is, not to til! 
theground throughout the whole extent of the kingdom for feveral months from the date 
of the king’s death, and during a fimxlar fpace of time in the province where a prince ora 
princefs has died. The miflionaries one day heard fome negroes faying to each other, 
4t We mu ft furely be very mad to fubmit to fuch ridiculous ufages. Howl becaufe the- 
king is dead of ficknefs, fliall all his fubjeftsexpofe themfelves to die of hunger ? ,f Yet 
ufage and fuperftit ion prevail over reafon* 

CHAP* XVII. — Of the Trade. 

THE principal trade of thefe people is that in flaves, whom they fell to the Euro¬ 
peans, that is to fay, to the French, the Englifli, and the Dutch, who tranfport them 
to their American Colonies. The flaves taken from Loango and other neighbouring 
kingdoms, pafs for the blackeft and moft robuft in Africa. They are taken in ^rar by 
thofe who fell them* In the interior of the territory there are hoftUe people irrecon¬ 
cilable to thofe of whom we are fpeaking. The latter fay they are cruel and ferocious, 
that they drink human blood, and eat as many victims as they can take. It is by way 
of reprifals that they themfelves wage open war on them, and they pretend that they 
treat them humanely, contenting themfelves with felling them to the Europeans at the 
fame time when they have a right to deprive them of life. This war, though continual, 
does .not however trouble the tranquillity of the kingdom, becaufe it is carried on far 
beyond ihe frontiers by certain individuals, and, properly fpeaking, it is lefs a war than 
a chafe j but one in which the hunter is often liable to become the prey of the game 
he follows. 

Tho r e who have made captives fell them to merchants of the country, or bring them 
to the coafts, but they are not allowed themfelves to fell them to the Europeans : they 
sue obliged to add refs themfelves to brokers, nominated by the mmiftei* of commerce, 
who treat with the captains of (hips* Thefe flaves are eftimated according to their age, 
fex, and ftreng th j they pay for them in European goods* 
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Though the different kingdoms of which we are fpeaking be not far diftant from 
each other; the manner of valuing goods and turning flaves to account is not 
uniform among them. On the coafts of Malimha and Cabinda, that is to fay, in the 
kingdoms of Kakongo and n’Goio, they reckon by goods \ and in Loango by pieces ; 
what they call goods, is a piece of cotton or Indian cloth ten or fourteen ells long. The 
negroes before ftriking a bargain go and mark off at the captain’s (tore, which is on the 
fea fide, the pieces of fluffs they choofe to take ; and he who has fold four Haves at 
fifteen goods a head, goes to receive fixty pieces of the fluffs marked off. In the king¬ 
doms where they buy by goods it is cuftomary to give for each flave what is called 
the over and above % which commonly confifts of three or four guns and as many fwords j 
fifteen pots of brandy, fifteen pounds of gunpowder, and forne dozens of knives. If 
thefe articles be not always given them, others are fubftituted as an equivalent. 

At Loango they reckon by pieces, and every fort of goods is entered in a line of 
the account with the fluffs to form the piece j thus, when they fay a flave cofts thirty 
pieces, it does not mean he cofts thirty pieces of fluffs* but thirty times the ideal value 
which they think fit to fix on, and call a piece $ fo that a Angle piece of fluff is fometimes 
eftimated at two or three pieces , as fometimes feveral objects mud form % fingle piece. 
This difference in the manner of reckoning is nothing at bottom, and the price of flaves 
is nearly the fame in all the kingdoms bordering on Loango* 

It is poflible by infpefting the following account to eftimate the real value of the 
piece, and to fee what are the goods which commonly pafs among the negroes in ex¬ 
change for flaves. 

I have paid to the Ma-nboukou, for the flave Makviota, twenty-two years of age, 
whom he has fold me at thirty pieces, 

An indienne of fourteen ells valued at two and a half pieces - 2 f 

Two guineas (they are cotton cloths dyed deep blue) each valued at 
two and a half pieces - * -5 

A chaflelat \ white grape), and a bajutapeau (hog’s cheek), fourteen 
ells each (they are cotton cloths), eftimated at four pieces * 4 

A neganopeau of 14 ells and a great nicane of ells (other cotton 
cloths), eftimated at three and a half pieces * - 34 

A piece of handkerchiefs of 9 ells, eftimated at a piece and a half i-J- 

A rod (about an ell and a quarter of thick woollen fluff) eftimated at a 
piece - - - - 1 

A girdle of red cloth (an ell long by one foot broad) eftimated at a piece 1 
Two common guns, valued at two pieces 2 

Two barrels of gunpowder (about 5lbs. each) valued at two pieces 2 
Two bags of leaden niufket balls, (weight 3 lbs. each) valued at half a piece 
Two fwords, valued at each a quarter of a piece - 04 

Two dozens of common fheath knives, eftimated at half a piece o| 

* Two bars of iron (weight both together 2olb.) valued at a piece 1 
Five pots of Dutch ware, valued at half a piece - o|- 

Four barrels of brandy, each containing five pots, valued at four pieces 4 
Ten firings of bugles (glafs beads, of which chaplets are made) valued 
at half a piece - - o| 

Total 30 pieces. 

I have paid moreover to the broker for his trouble the value of fix 

pieces in guns, powder, fwords, and brandy 6 pieces. 

^ General total 36 pieces, 

yol, xvi. 4 f Befides 
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Beficles the pieces determined on for each Have, the captain mu ft alfo, ere the bar* 
gain be clofed, make a pre/ent to the Mafouka and the brokers who have ferved him 
heft, and whom he is very glad to attach to himfelf: thefe prefents are made in £oral, 
fervices of plate, carpets, and other moveables, more or lefs precious. 

Slaves are at prefent much dearer than formerly, at leatl to the French \ for they 
may be dear with refpeft to one nation and not to another ; the l 1 rench, Englifh and 
Dutch alike make their exchanges with goods,, but thefe goods differ; fo that the 
dearth of flaves to one nation depends on the price which fhe her felt puts on the goods 
fhe carries to the negroes, and this price, as it may be imagined, muff vary by reafon 
of the better or worfe underftanding which reigns among individuals engaged in the 
fame commerce- It would be eafy for them not to pay for flaves more than their juft 
value, or even below it, if it were moreover allowable to exercife monopoly and be more 
unjuft towards the barbarian and the ftranger than to the citizen, but through want of 
good underftanding among the captains the reverfe always takes place; the flaves are 
bought as it were by auction, and at more than their value. A reafonable price how¬ 
ever is fometimes fixed, which they agree not to exceed in their purchases; but even 
then, every one for himfelf, defiring to make a ready bargain, renders this convention 
illofory, by a tacit agreement with the brokers, to pay them in feereta higher price 
for him whom they have publicly bargained for, to fave appearances* I he matter 
at prefent has come to this pitch, that the negroes are themfelves afraid left the Trench 
fliould in the end make up their minds to renounce a commerce which becomes daily 
more and more expenfive to them. An old Mafouka one day came to fee a mifiionary 
xefpedting this fubjeft, and imagining that the king of France was to be treated with 
in the fame way as the king of Kakongo, and that a miflionary could indifcrimioately 
prefide over commerce or announce the gofpel; thou muft, fays he, write to the 
king of France, and advife him, for his own advantage and ours, to eftablifli thee 
here to fee that the captains of fhips do not buy any more of our flaves below the 
reafonable price, for we fee very well, that after having bought them of us too dear 
u they will finifh by buying no more of us at all/ 5 

The function of the brokers is not limited to facilitating the flave trade ; they are 
alfo charged with fuperinteiiding the execution of the regulations eftablifhed by the king 
or the Mafouka, the mofi important of which is, that there fhall not be fold any Oaves 
to the Europeans except thole which have been taken in war or purchafed from abroad. 
Every Have bom in the kingdom is under the protection of the Mafouka, and may 
appeal againft his raafter, fhould he be inclined to fell him to the Europeans, unlefs he 
have given him that right through his own mifcondu£t; for the law authorifes a mafter 
to rid himfelf of a flave, who may have been guilty of bad faith, rebellion, or any other 
crime. The Mafouka of Kakongo, to prevent the violences and frauds which might 
be exercifed in this trade, has iifued prohibitions againft the brokers from trafficking 
in flaves during the night time, or even from introducing them into the ftores of the 
Europeans, under pretext of fhewing them to the captains- They are equally forbidden 
to receive, without an exprefs per million, advance or earned for the price of the flaves 
who have not as yet been delivered up.* 

The flave trade is the only one which the French carry on, upon thefe coafts y that 
in ivory, monkeys, parrots, and fome other merchandize of that kind, forms an objedt 
of fo little importance that they reckon nothing of It. The Englilh obtain yearly from 

* The prohibition made by the Mafouka of Kakongo to the brokers, againft receiving advances on the 
price of the flaves they had to deliver, is habitually tranfgreffed under the very eye of that minifter. 

the 


proyart’s history of loango, &e. 5S7 

the foreft of Jomba feveral Ihips cargoes of a very good red wood for dying, though 
of an inferior quality to that of Brazil. The trade carried on upon the coafts with 
foreigners, interefts, as I have juft obferved, only the fmall number of individuals who 
may be regarded as the rich and mighty ones of the country. As to the people; knowing 
no need, but that of food and clothing in the groffeft and fimpleft manner, they con¬ 
fine their traffic to a very few things; there is a market daily in all the towns and 
great villages, it is held in the public place under the fhade of fome thick trees. They 
fell fmoke^dried fifli, manioc and other roots, fait, palm-nuts, fugar-canes, bananas, 
fig bananas, and fome other fruits. It is on feaft days that the greateft afflux of 
buyers and fellers is feen. No fraud is known in the market; a mother fends thither 
a child fix years old, convinced that they will not deceive him. It is not neceffary 
to underftand the language in order to buy, no one ever cheapens or bargains ; all 
goods are divided equally in fmall portions of the ftandard weight, and each portion is 
worth a macouta. There is not much greater rilk of being cheated in the quality than 
in the quantity; one perfon’s fait and manioc is worth the ialt and manioc of another. 
Thus, without taking the trouble of comparing one dealer’s goods with thofe of another, 
they take from the firft they find as many fmall packets as they have macoutas to give, 
and make room for others. 


CHAP. XVIII. — Of Wars- 

IN thefe countries where the crown is elective, the death of the kings, according to 
a remark already made, is as it were the fignal of a civil war. A prince who, am¬ 
bitious enough to direct his views to the throne, has no reafon to count on the favour 
of the electors, makes his vaffals take up arms to force their fuffrages, or to difpute 
the crown with him whom they may have preferred. If he fears that his party may 
not be the ftrongeft, he addreffes himfelf to a foreign prince, who, for a few pieces of 
European fluffs, or veffels of filver, fends him a whole army. 

The reciprocal pretenfions of the fovereigns to certain provinces, or even on the Hates 
bordering on theirs, are the common pretext of all wars between people of different 
kingdoms. All thefe barbarous kings have their chimsera in this refpect, which they 
realize when a favourable opportunity offers; it is thus that the count of Sagos has 
juft availed himfelf of his pretenfions to the kingdom of n’Goio. The king of Congo 
claims the kingdom of Kakongo as a province of his ftates; and the king of Kakongo, 
doubtlefs by way of reprifals, never calls himfelf any other title than Ma-Congo, king of 
Congo, inftead of Ma-Kakongo king of Kakongo, a title given him by foreigners, and 
the only one that fuits him. Thefe pretenfions are not always unfounded ; many fmall 
kingdoms or fovereign ftates, which at the prelent day fhare Africa among them, were 
originally provinces dependent on other kingdoms, the particular governors of which 
ufurped the fovereignty. It is not a long time fince the Sogno ceai'ed to be a province 
of the kingdom of Congo. 

The fovereigns of thefe countries maintain no regular troops. When a king has 
determined on war, his Makaka , miniftwr of war and generaliffimo of his armies, tranf- 
mits orders to the princes and governors of provinces, to levy troops; the latter never 
fail to lead to the rendezvous the quota demanded of them. If the Makaka in the 
review he makes of his armies thinks it does not cover a fufficient fpace of ground, he 
has only to fay a word in the king’s name and in a few days he finds it more numerous 
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by half- Among thefe people, as among the ancient Romans, every citizen in a ftatc 
to bear arms is a foldier of need ; but a very bad foldier* 

They who march on fome military expedition never fail to paint their whole bodies 
red, confident that this colour will render them invulnerable to fire arms ; part of them 
wear panaches, even greater and richer in colours than thofe with which our ladies of 
the great world adorn themfelves at theprefent day; but they regard them lefs as 
ornaments than as fcarecrows to infpire their foes with dread- Many arealfo perfuaded 
that certain feathers of certain birds arranged in a certain guife on their caps have the 
virtue of putting danger afide, and placing their head in fafety. All take with them 
viduals for a few days, and what arms they can procure, for they have none furnithed 
them, Thefe troops advance on either part without order and without difeipline ; and 
the chiefs who command them feem rather to perform the function of fhepherds or 
herdfmen, than that of generals of armies. If a meeting take place they fall to diredly, 
and each, regardlefs of rank, inattentive to order, goes right upon the enemy he has in 
his head ; the battle always begins with diforder and confufion* foon ending by a general 
rout ora complete victory* All depends on the firfl fhock, the party that fuftains 
it with moft vigour cannot fail to remain matter of the field of battle* The combats 
are neither bloody nor obftinate: the aftion is fcarce commenced ere fright fei^es 
one or both armies- To determine on a general flight, there only needs that of fame fol- 
diers who have feen a comrade of theirs fall by their fides, in an inftant all is diffipated,, 
and the whole is difbanding* Then the vidors purfue the vanquifhed, ftieking to no 
employ but that of making prifoners, whom they fell as flaves to the Europeans* 

But it is very rare that the armies advance thus to encounter each other with the 
intention of coming to blows* The great art of making war is to avoid an enemy and 
to pounce on the villages known to be abandoned, in order to pillage them, reduce 
them to afhes, and take fome prifoners there* So that no refiftance be found, they 
advance fiercely, burn and fack every thing, and often both armies are defpoiling, each 
on their fide, at once, on the hoftile territories- They then return, always avoiding an 
encounter except in cafe a favourable opportunity occurs for making prifoners* If the. 
maktika hears that a hoftile party is to paft along a wood, or through fome defile, he 
puts a much ftronger body in ambufh, which bounces fbddenly upon it, furrounds it* 
and inafters it without fighting* 

The armies in general do not make long campaigns, a war is fometimes over in lefs 
than eight days* When the foldiers have eaten the provifions they brought with 
them, and find none in the hoftile country, or when they want powder and lead, nothing 
can hold them; all, without alking leave, take the road home; and if the king is not fatis-. 
fied with this expedition, it refts only with him to prepare another, which terminates by 
delegating the country, without however occafioning any more bloodfhed* The kings 
fometimes make war in perfonj but if they be taken, they have no mercy to expeft. 
Their heads are chopped off on the field of battle ; a piece of cruelty which always im-. 
plies weaknefe in him who performs it, a daftardly and timid foul which fears to repent 
in future of having been generous to an enemy who had fallen into its power. 

It is lefs by their ftrength, as we foe, than by their refpeftive weaknefs that thefe 
different Hates maintain themfelves; and becaufe the foldiers of one kingdom are 
neither braver nor better commanded than thofe of another. Two hundred men of our 
regular troops, would conquer as much of the country as they could run over; but 
alter triumphing over kings and nations,, they foon, as if in turn befieged by the aftion 
of the climate, and by all the wants of life, would find themfelves at the diferetion of 
thofe whom they had iafulted but a few days before* It is thus that providence feems 
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to Viave wifhed to proteft thefe poor people, by their very mifery and their weaknefs, 
againft the ambition and cupidity of poliflied nations. 

Though the Negroes do not pique themfelves on courage and valour in fight,'they 
however paffionately defire the reputation of brave men ; no greater wrong could be 
uttered to a man, than to call him a coward ; as, on the other hand, no more flattering 
compliment could be paid him, than to fay he has an intrepid and martial air. Beauty 
of countenance is regarded as a defeft in men ; every one envies him whom the fmall- 
pox have worft ufed. Many, in order to give themfelves a terrible air, and through 
a foolifli oftentation of firmnefs and courage, make incifions on their vifages, cn their 
fhoulders and arms. It might be thought, on feeing them after this cruel operation, 
that they had juft been engaged in a fanguinary battle. 

They ufe nothing for {launching blood but gunpowder, and their wounds cicatrize 
in a fhort time. A Miffionary one day afked a Negro, who was getting his vifage fur¬ 
rowed, why he condemned himfelf to fo much fuffering ? “ l f or honour,” faid he, 
« and becaufe, on feeing me, people will fay, there’s a man of heart. 1 ’ Doubtlefs, 
greater and truer courage would be ffiewn, in expofmg the perfon to the ft eel of his 
foes, than in getting himfelf flathed with the edge of a knife: but it nnift neverthelefs 
be allowed, that men who have conftancy enough to fubmit, through vain-glory, to 
fuch painful operations, would not be incapable of generous adtions of another defcrip- 
tion. Nor can it be doubted, that the form of the government which naturally invites 
the people to repofe and floth, is alfo one of the caufes which moft contributes to 
futtain their -cowardice. A Have, whofe condition is independent of all revolutions, 
will never rufti headlong into dangers, like a foldier whofe intereft is confounded with 
that of his fovereign, and who knows that in fighting for his country, he is. alfo fighting 
for the little inheritance which he has received from his fathers- 

CHAP. XIX. —Of the Language. 

Among that prodigious mafs of narratives, from which has been formed the general 
hiflory of Voyages and Travels, and an infinity of others publifhed every day, no men¬ 
tion is made of the languages which are fpoken in the different countries, the manners 
and ufages of which are defcribed to us; and if the authors did not from time to 
time put into the mouths of the inhabitants of thofe diftant regions, fome words of 
which they know the meaning, we fhoujd be tempted to believe, that only dumb 
people had travelled among thofe nations. AU feem to have agreed on obferving the 
profoundeft filence on this matter, either becaufe it appeared to them foreign to the 
province of hiftory, and far from proper to ftimulate the curiofity of the readers, or 
more probably, becaufe they had not made a ftay long enough among the people of 
whom they fpeak to us, to learn their language, and undertake to give us an idea of 
it. Be it as it may, all will agree at leall, that whatever relates to the language, its 
genius, its relation with other known languages, even its mechanifm and its flow are 
not traits which would look mifplaced in the hiftorical pifture of a nation; and if we 
have to dread offending the delicacy of fome of our readers, by referring them to the 
a, b , c, we dare hope that the greater number, and thofe efpecially who love the 
fciences, and cultivate the languages, will not be forry to add to their acquirements, 
fome fuccintt notions of a language which, confidering it to be that of a barbarous 
people, is not on that account lefs interefting. 
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The idiom of Katongo, nearly the fame with that of Loan go, n’Goio-famba, and 
oiher fraall circumjacent Hates, differs effentially from that of Congo. Several fimilar 
ardcles, and a great number of common roots, feem however to indicare that thcfe 
languages had a common origin; but they know not which ot the two is the mother 
tongue. The clevereft among the Negroes have not the fmalleH idea of the origin and 
progrefs of their language ; they fpeak, fay they, as they have heard their fathers fpeak. 
It has been thought"that there might be perceived fome marked connedions between 
this language and fome ancient tongues, elpecially the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. 

Though the Miffionaries, in confidering the richnefs and beauty of the language, 
fufpeded that it was formerly written, nothing however has been found capable of 
convincing them ; they have no where found any traces of writing, nor any veHiges of 
figns which might ftand in its Head. The Negroes confider it as a fort of prodigy, that the 
Europeans, by means of certain chara&ers, communicate ideas, and converfe at a hun¬ 
dred or a thoufand leagues diftance,'as if they were prefent; but they did not even 
fufpe£t that it was pcffible to introduce this marvellous art into their language, and 
1HU lefs that it could be pradifed even with the inofl limited capacity. Writing, in fad 
the finelV invention of the human mind, if its origin be not divine, has fomething in 
it which afloniflies reafon; and, had we not the ufe of it, we Ihould doubt lefe feel 
the fame fentiments as did thele barbarians, at the recital made to them of its valu¬ 
able advantages, which often equal and fomethnes furpafs even thofe of fpeech. 

The Miffionaries, deeming themfelves the firft writers of the language, ufed the right 
which belonged to them in that capacity, of determining the figure of the charaders, 
and of regulating the orthography. They confulted the pronunciation in order to fix 
the number of letters which were to be employed in writing. They have taken them 
from our alphabet, only to the number of eighteen, which feeined to them fufficient; 
A, B, D, E, F, G, I, K, L, M, N, O, P, S, T, U, V, Z. The S, is put for the C, 
before the vowels a, e, i ; the K Hands for it before o, u, and all the confonants; it 
alfo Hands for the O on all occaiions. The pronunciation of the language is foft and 
eafy; it excludes the H afpirate, and hence that letter becomes as ufelefs as it is with 
lis in the words horloge , hirondelle, beures, and others, the HrH fyliable of which in 
nowife participates the found of the H, with which they are fpelt. The R is of no ufe 
' to them, their organ admits not the roughnefs of its pronunciation; they change it 
into L, and if you tell them to pronounce ra, re, ri , they fay la, le, li. They know 
net the found of the U, which they pronounce ou. The X is ufelefs in their alphabet. 
The J, confonant, is equally unneceffary; they never ufe our fyllables ja, jc, jo, jtt ; 
but they always pronounce it hard, ga, gue, gui, go, gou. 

AlmoH all the fyllables are fimple, and form only one found, this renders the pro¬ 
nunciation light and rapid; there are, however, many words in the language, which 
begin with m, or n, as in the words m-Fouka , n'Goio, but thefe letters are pronounced 
fo llightly, that they who are Hrangers to the language, would pronounce after them 
Fouka and Goto. The letters a and o are often repeated, and terminate a great number 
of words. Many liquid fyllables alfo contribute to foften the pronunciation. 

The language has not, properly fpeaking, either genders, numbers, or cafes. To 
exprefs the difference of gender in animated things, they add the word bakala , male, 
or kento, female ; thus, n-foufm-ba kola fignifies a cock ; n-foufou-kento, a hen. We 
fay like wife, a male or female canary; a foft-roe’d or a hard-roe’d carp, &c. The cafes 
are ffiiiingui filed as with us, by articles, and it is the fame with the nouns. The no¬ 
minative of the veib has its cafe difiinguifhed by the place it occupies in the phrafe. 
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The nouns adje&ive are not of more frequent ufe than in the Hebrew ; the qualities 
of the perfon or thing are exprefled by fubflantlves, which gives to their difcourfe a 
ftrength and energy of which our language is not fufceptib!e, They alfo, fometimes, 
render the adjectives by verbs ; inftead uf faying he is a defpicabfe man , they fay, he is 
a man to be defftfed ; Ti$ a monjler to be dreaded, inftead of faying "tis a dreadful 
monjler* 

The language admits neither of comparatives nor fuperlatives ; verbs joined to fub- 
ftantives fupply their places; thus, in order to lay, the king is mightier than the makdia, 
they would fay, the king furpafles the makaia in might: the Zaira is the vjidejt of all 
the rivers \ the Zaira exceeds in width all the rivers ; or all the rivers yield to the Zaira 
in width . The luperlative is a'lfo rendered by repetition of the pofnive. In order to 
fay, a very high mountain , a very black cloud, they would fay, a high high mountain, a 
black black cloud; early in the morning, morning morning m , menu m£nc. It appears 
that this mode of expreffion is quite in nature ; we fee among us, that the little chil¬ 
dren who have not yet learned the ufe of the fuperladve, make up for it, in their little 
{lories, by repeating the pofitive, and fay, great great for very great m , far far for very 
far , and fo forth. 

There are very few adverbs; there are, however, verbs which (land in their Head, 
The greater part of the conjunctions which ferve to conned difcourfe are unknown to 
them; they have no terms which may be rendered by for, then, nor have they the 
conjunction or; they fupply them by different turns of phrafes. They alfo want the 
conjunction and; they fupply it by another, which has the fignifkation of our with, or 
other wife they repeat it, and to lay, for example, he knows good and evil, they fay, he 
knows good, he knows evil j the army was powerful and trained to w r ar j the army was 
powerful, it was trained to war \ a mode of expreffion which, properly managed, has 
a fine effeft in difcourfe* 

The pronouns which mark pofleflion are exprefled by adverbs j thus, my, is rendered 
by ame ; thy, by akou ; his, her, their, by andi, and fo forth ; my fheep, U mime, it 
ante ; thy fciflbrs, tou ziolo ton akou ; his mats, rfteva vi-andi. This is as much as to 
fay, the mutton to me, the fciffars to thee, the mats to him* The nominative pronouns 
of the verb, I, thou, he, we, ye, they, are rendered by i , ou, ka, tou, hu, ba , when men 
or women are fpoken of and by the articles proper for nouns, when beads or inani¬ 
mate things are fpoken of. 

One ol the great difficulties of the language confifts in the articles \ there are thir¬ 
teen of them, feven for the Angular and fix for the plural. Thofe of the Angular 
are bou, li , kou , ou, hu, and thofe for the plural i, ba, bi, ma, tou, %L Each of thefe 
articles has under k a elafs of fubftanfives to which only it can be joined. The article of 
ha, which fignifies a bed, is ki for the Angular and bi for the plural* A perfon would not 
be under flood if, changing the articles, he faid luka in the Angular for ki-ka, or zi-ka 
in the plural for bi-ha* 

Certain fubflamives are always preceded by their articles; others mu ft have them 
immediately after them. Leze*, for example, which fignifies a man fervant, and aula, 
which fignifies a toad, both have ki for their article; but leze is always followed by 
that article, and oula has it always before; hence they fay, leze-ki, a man fervant, 
ki-oula, a toad. He would be unintelligible, who, tranfpofing the articles* fliould fay 
ki-leze, oula-ku 

* L£ze, which I have cited as one of the fubftan fives always followed by their articles, takes its own 
before or after it, according to circuraftances. 
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Several of thefe articles follow particular rules ; the article //, for example, only pre¬ 
cedes its fubftantive when it is nominative to the verb; in other circumflances it 
follows. The article ?/ia f agrees only with the genitive plural, and always precedes 
its noun: it is of great ufe in the language ; befides its peculiar function, it repi efents 
the names of King, Prince, Governor, Chief of a village, according as it precedes the 
name of a kingdom, principality, government, or village; thus, ma-Loango fignifies 
King of Loango; ma-Kdia, Prince of Kai'a; ma-Singa, Governor of Singa ; nm-Kibota, 
Lord of Kibota. It is evident that this article correfponds in fignification with our arti¬ 
cle de (of) in the genitive fingular. When we fay Mortfieur d’Artois, M. d’Orleans, 
M. de Champigny, we mean the Gount of Artois, the Duke of Orleans, the Marquis 
of Champigny. The plural which the Negroes ufe has fomething more majeftic ; and 
des Artois would prefent to the imagination a richer image than d' Artois ; doubtlefs 
by reafon, that all which has the air of aggrandizing a man and augmenting his 
domains, ever flatters his vanity molt agreeably. 

If there is nothing fo difficult in the language as the articles, there is nothing finer 
and more fatisfaftory than the verbs. They may be reduced to three clafles ; common 
verbs, which vary only in their terminations, and thefe are the moll numerous. The 
fecond is that of the verbs, which begin by kan, and lofe that firft fy liable in many 
circumflances. The third comprehends thofe which begin with L and V, and which 
change at certain times the L into D, and the V into P. Thefe three clafles of verbs 
have common rules for varying their terminations ; they have all the tenfes which we 
have, and many which we have not; i~mene~Via fignifies, for example, I have eaten; 
ia-lili, I have eaten long ago ; ia-lia, I have eaten a very great while ago. 

Befides this multiplication of tenfes, which does infinite fervice towards the precifion 
of difcourfe, and which has fupplied the want of adverbs, there is in this language a 
multiplicity of verbs which greatly Amplify their expreflions. Each fimple verb has 
under it a many other verbs, of which it is the root, and which, befides the principal 
fignification, have an acceflary one, which we render only by periphrafes ; fain, for 
example, means to work ; falila, to facilitate work ; falifia , to work along with feme 
one; falifila. to make a perfon work for fome one’s profit; fa%ia, to help fome one 
to work; falanga, to be in the habit of working ; falaftana , to work for each other ; 
falangana, to be fit for work. There are no radical verbs which do not admit fimilar 
modifications; and by means of certain particles or augmentatives, each of thefe verbs 
and all its affiliations, defignate alfo whether the aft ion they exprefi be rare or frequent; 
whether there be in this aftion difficulty, eafe, excefs, and fo on for other differences. 
This multiplicity of verbs, joined to all the modifications of which they are fufceptible, 
form an inexhauftible fountain of riches for the language, and difplay beauties which 
cannot be felt and appreciated but by ufe. 

In the midft of this profufion of verbs, it is furprifing that not one Has been found 
which anfwered to that of to live ; this is rendered by the periphrafes, to accompany one's 
foul , to be with one's heart . 

There are to be remarked in the language of the Negroes, many turns of phrafes 
which appertain to the Hebrew. We have obferved that they exprefi’ed, like the 
latter, by fubftantives, the qualities of the perfon or thing which are rendered by 
adjeftives in other languages. Thus in order to fay hot water, they fay water of fret, 
mazia-ma n’bazou. They fay alfo a man of blood , for a cruel man\ a man of riches , for a 
Hch man, and fo forth. They never exprefs the affeftions of love or hatred, joy or 
affliftion, by prefent tenfes, but by preterites, like the Hebrews : they fay I have loved, 
I have hated , for I love , and I hate. 
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There are alfo found in the language many words pretty much refembling Hebrew 
words, and which have the fame fignification: in Hebrew, bana or banak nil, whence 

T V 

is derived the word ben 31 , fon, fignifies he has built, becaufe they confidered the 

children as living Hones which compofed the edifice of the family: in Katongo, mania 
lignifies Hones, and bana children ; n'tamer means a rule, a meafure; and in Hebrew 
tdmam or tb&mam QOn, fulnefs and perfection; tnfi , in the language of the negroes, 
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the lower parts, the foundation} in Hebrew i/a, which is written iJhAb nt£W, lignifies 

lower parts j foundation. Kama, to approach, to meet; in Hebrew koum Qip, to rife up, 
and go and meet. Lika, to eat; in Hebrew lakam , which is written lakham 0 i" 6 , lignifies 
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the fame thing ; and liken or lekhem DIT?, means bread. The letter H, as we have 
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remarked, does not enter into the pronunciation of thefe Africans. The little praCUce 
which the compofitors have in Hebrew, does not permit us to augment, as we might 
eafily do, the lift of fimilar words. 

The connections of this language with the Greek, appear equally marked. Befides 
feveral conftruCtions of fimilar phrafes, there are, as we have obferved, feveral verbs 
which change their initials, and take augments and double letters as with the Greeks. 
There are to be found alfo a great number of words which differ little from Greek 
words, and fignify the fame thing: Baftta, which is pronounced Bafitou , means, 
like the baftleus , Bao-iAtu; of the Greeks, chief, man of dignity. Bembo, noife, found 
of voice; in Greek bembex noife of wind. Bima, pafte, bialia, victuals; in 

Greek (St os , life, and what belongs to life, Doko, to walk or follow; in Greek diiko, 
Siunu, I purfue. Foulla, to blow j in Greek follis QoWt;, bellows. Kama, a mound, 
an obftacle; in Greek kamax, a ftake, a prop. Mazia, the waters, the fources; 

in Greek mazes the nurfe’s teat. Baia, poor, little j ill Greek baios, Stxios, 

finall, fingle, and without fupport. Mum , fpace of time $ in Greek mune, pan, delay. 
Munomai, pu»opai, to temporize. Nota, cloud, thick fog; in Greek noth, n»r*f, humi¬ 
dity. Paka, liable where animals are Ihut up; in Greek padloo, wotxlow, I Ihut up. 
Pakoua , revenues, domains of the king; in Greek pacus, rich. Dobo, gift, pre- 

fent; in Greek ho. Sow, I give. Pena , pain, mifery, inquietude; in Greek penes, 
poms, ■crtKnf, wewE, pain, travail, inquietude, &c. 

There are alfo to be found feveral words which feem to have come from the Latin, 
fuch as mefa, table; paffi, fuffering; mongo, mountain; mine, morning ; bene, much, 
largely, ftrongly. JPzala, zeal, hafie; zelus is employed in the fame fenfe by feveral 
Latin authors. Ilia , the inteftines; the fame word fignifies the fame thing in Latin. 

We pretend not in this place to aflign all the relations which this language may have 
with the ancient tongues : we have contented ourfelves with citing fome of thofe which 
ftruckjis mod, and without deciding of ourfelves, we leave the informed reader, and him 
who verfed in antiquities, to decide whether we may not reafonably fufpeCt fome 
analogy between thefe languages ; and, fuppofing that he judges fo, to explain how it 
could have happened that the language of the Jews, Greeks, and Romans, fhould have 
concurred to form that of the Africans. 

u 

CHAP. XX .—Of the Religion and its Minijlers, 

THESE people, in order not to expofe their religion to contempt, are very referved in 
fpeaking of it to Europeans ; and it is only by the long fojourn that the miffionaries have 
voi.. xvi. 4 g * made 
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made among them that they have difcovered, at lead in part, what conftitutes the object 
of their fu perflations. 

They acknowledge a Supreme Being, who, having no origin, is himfelf the origin 
of all things. They believe he has created all that is fine, all that is good in the univerfe; 
that being by nature juft, he loves juftice in others, and feverely punilhes fraud and 
perjury. They call him Zambi ; they take his name in teftimony of the truth ; and 
they regard perjury as one of the greateft of crimes ; they even pretend that a fpecies of 
malady called Zambi-a-n-pan%ou y is the pmiilhmerit of it; and they fay, when they fee 
one attacked with it, “ there’s a perjured man. 1 ’ 

Befides this juft and perfeft God, they admit another, to whom they give quite dif¬ 
ferent attributes ; the firft created all, the latter would deftroy all; he delights in the 
diforder and evil which he caufes among men ; it is he who counfels diem to injuftice, 
perjury, thefts, poifonings, and all crimes ; he is the author of accidents, Ioffes, dif- 
eafes, barrenncfs of land, in a word, of all the miferies which affliCfc humanity, and even 
of death itfelf; they call him Zambi-a-n'bi , God of wickednefs. Here may be perceived 
the error of the Manicbasans touching the Divinity. It appears natural enough that 
man who is not enlightened with the torch of revelation, confidering the evils of all 
kinds which befet him from his entrance into the world to his departure, fliould ftudy 
to difcover the caufe, and that, ignorance being one of the greateft diforders of his foul, 
he fhould be bewildered in his conjectures on matters fo much above his faculties. 

It is true, that the p’nilofophers of antiquity have attained, by dint of reafon alone, to 
a furmife of the truth, and have been able to fay, that man doubtlefs was not born fo 
unhappy except in punilhment of fome crime which was imputed to him, though he 
knew it not; the people of whom we fpeak did not carry their philofophy fo far, and, 
little fuppofing that it was in man himfelf that we mull feek the principle of the evils 
which afflidt man, they believed, while they {hut their eyes'on the want of consequence 
to the fuppofition, that they could not difpenfe with acknowledging a maleficent divinity; 
but no fooner was a glimpfe of the truth Ihewn them upon this point, than they feized 
it as if of their own accord; the hiftory of the fall of the firft man and the dogma of 
original fin, which Ihock and fcandalize the proud reafon of our modern philofophers, 
are to them a farisfactory unravelling, and, as it were, the firft ftep which conducts them 
to the faith of a lole Supreme Being, fovereignly perfect, who is the author of all good, 
and who permits evil without participating in it. It appears to them much more rea- 
fonable to believe what is above the reach of reafon, than what is at variance with it,— 
a myftery rather than a contradiction, the exiftence of original fin, rather than that of 
two rival deities. 

They who know only the theology of the country, perfuaded that the good God will 
always be fufficiently favourable, think only of appeaftng the God of wickednefs: lome, 
to render him propitious to them, never eat fowl* or game; others eat only certain forts 
of fifh, fruits, or vegetables ; not one among them but makes profeflion of abftaining 
all his life-time from fome fort of nourilhnient. The-only way of making him offerings 
is to let die under their feet, in honour of him, fome ihrubs laden with their fruits; the 
banana tree is that which they confecrate to him in preference. 

They have idols, which they honour kfs as gods than as interpreters of Divinity : 
they are wooden figures, rudely wrought, fome of which are as large as life; they are 
{hut up in temples which are neither larger nor more richly ornamented than common 
houfes; fome of thefe idols are found in their towns and villages; and lometimes, in 
woods and by-places, individuals go to confult them, to learn from them what will be 
the fuccefs of their undertakings. Some believe that they now and then fpeak, but all 
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believe that they infpire thofe who confult them. When a confiderable robbery has 
been committed of which they know not the perpetrators, they go to feek an idol, which 
they bring to the public place with found of drums and trumpets, in the belief that it 
will tell them who are guilty ; ifthefe do not appear, they bring a more celebrated idol, 
multiplying their fongs and religious ceremonies; then they who have fome knowledge 
of the theft, think themfelves obliged to come and declare it; frequently the culprits 
themfelves, intimidated by the pomp of the ceremonies, hint to the perfons interefted to 
let it ceafe, and the thing ftolen lhall be reftored, which is done without delay. 

Befides thefe idols of the firft order, there are others which private perfons keep by 
them, and which they honour through a vain confidence, without ever addrefiing any 
prayers to them. Several perfons alfo carry in their girdles fmall marmofets, fifli teeth, 
and birds’ feathers, as prefervatives againft accidents with which they are or fancy them- 
felves menaced for mifdeeds. All of them, after having tilled their field, take care, in 
order to rid it of barrennefs, to Hick in the ground in a particular manner, branches 
of certain trees with fome bits of broken pots. They perforin nearly the fame opera¬ 
tion before their huts, when they have to abfent themfelves for a confiderable time; and 
the mod determined robber dares not crofs the threfhold, when he fees it defended by 
thefe myfterious figns. 

The minifters of religion are called Ganga ; they are as ignorant as the reft of the 
people, but greater rogues. The oldeft among them fubmit to ordeals, and an infinity 
of ridiculous ceremonies are hnpofed on thofe who wifli to become members of their 
body. No one doubts that the Ganga hold commerce with the God of wickednefs, and 
that they know the fitteft means of appeafing him. It appears that there is as much or 
even more confidence placed in them than in their idols; they are confulted refpe&ing 
futurity and the difeovery of the molt fecret things; the people afk of them, as they do 
of the king, rain and fair weather. It is believed that by virtue of their enchantments, 
they can render themfelves invifible, and pafs through clofed doors, were they of the 
hardeft wood or even of iron. 

It has never been remarked that the Ganga offer any fort of facrifices to the Divinity j 
and confidering the functions of their miniftry, they do not deferve any names but 
thofe of diviners, magicians, or tellers of good fortune. There are fome among them, 
as we have obferved, who practife medicine, and who make a trade of curing the fick 
by the found of inftruments, by breathings, and by incantations. 

At the birth of children the Ganga are called in, who impofe on them fome fuper- 
ftitious practices to which they are to be faithful all their lives, and of which their 
mothers are obliged to remind them when they come to years of diferetion. Thefe 
pra&ices are more or lefs auftere and ridiculous in proportion as the Ganga is infpired at 
the moment y but whatever they be, thofe to whom they are preferibed never fail to 
adhere to them religioufly. 

The miffionaries faw in the village of Loubou, in the kingdom of Loango, a boy 
and a girl to whom marriage was forbidden, and who were obliged on pain of death tc 
obferve a perfect continency all their lives., It is not known whether this law was com¬ 
mon with others ; whether it had been hnpofed From the time of their birth by the Ganga, 
or whether they had voluntarily preferibed it to themfelves ; in other refpedts nothing 
diftinguifhed them from the common people; they held no miniftry in the religion. 
There are fome families who faithfully obferve, without knowing why, the pradice of 
circumcifion. 

The Ganga, who in other refpeds do not pique themfelves on uniformity in their 
dodrine, unanimoufly teach every body that there would be an extreme danger in eating 
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partridges, and no one dare hazard the experiment. All the inhabitants of the country 
dread them, as fatal andill-omen’d birds $ they efpecially dread their cry. They who 
have zeal for the public good kill as many of them as they can j and as they know that 
the Europeans make no fcruple in eating them, they carry them to the flores which 
they find on the coafts, where they obtain liberal fupplies of powder and ball to kill more. 
When they are alked why they have fuch an averfum to eating game fo delicate, and 
of which foreigners make a feaft ? they anfwer, that apparently what is good for one 
country is not good for another, and as for themfelves they know well that no fooner 
lhould they have eaten of it than their fingers would have dropped from their hands. 1 

Though the people who inhabit thefe climates have fkins of the fineft black, there 
does not however want an example of a child preferving the colour which all have 
when they are born, and its preferving it during life as white as that of an European. 
It is remarked, that this fort of whites have always Tandy or red hair and beards, weak 
eye-fight, and hefi taring looks. This error of nature, far from being a difgrace to 
thofe on whom it falls, conciliates the refpect and veneration of the people for them ; 
they are placed above the ganga, they are regarded as extraordinary men and quite 
divine ; fo much fo, that the miflionaries faw one whofe hairs were fold as reliques, 
which, it was faid, had the virtue of preferving the bearer from all kinds of accidents. 

The miflionaries, ever fince their arrival in thefe countries, employed themfelves in 
a particular manner, in finding out what was the opinion of the people on the nature of 
the foul, and its deftiny ; and they found, there was only one fentiraent on this head ; 
that all believed the foul to be fpiritual, and that it furvived the body ; without however 
knowing what was its ftate after reparation from the body, whether joy or pain ; they 
only fay, M that they believe it flies from the towns and villages, and flutters in the 
air above the woods and forefls, in the way which the Deity pleafes.” 

They who inhabit the fartheft lands, and who have never had any connection with 
foreigners, think on this point with thofe who frequent the Europeans, and conflantly 
anfwer the miflionaries, who afk them what becomes of man after death : “ that his 
body rots in the earth, but that his foul, being a fpiritual fubftance, is incapable of 
diflolution, and fubfifts always.” 

This ftateraent of the negroes on the immortality of the foul, joined to their uncer¬ 
tainty refpefling its ftate after reparation from the body, infpires them at once with 
great refpeft for the dead, and great fear of ghofts ; fince they never fail, in order to 
acquit themfelves well toward their parents and friends, to celebrate their obfequies 
with all the pomp they can afford. As foon as the fick perfon has breathed his laft, 
the minifters of medicine retire, as well as the players of inftruments ; his neareft re¬ 
latives take poffeflion of the body, which they exalt on a fcaffold, under which they 
light a fire, which throws up a thick fmoke. When the corpfe is fufficiently fmoked, 
they expofe it for fome days in the open air, placing befide it a perfon who has nothing 
to do but to drive away the flies that want to come nigh it. Then they wrap it in a 
prodigious quantity of foreign Huffs, or fluffs of the country. They judge of the riches 
of the heirs by the quality of their fluffs, and of their affe&ion for the dead by the 
thicknefs of the roller. The mummy thus dreffed is taken to a public place, and 
fometimes lodged in a fort of niche, where it remains a greater or lefs time according 
to the rank it occupied in the world when living. The fhortefl expofure is always 
for feveral months, and it often lails a whole year. During all this time the parents, 
the neareft relatives, the friends, and above all, the fpoufes of the dead, who have placed 
their huts near the fpot where it is expofed, aflemble regularly every evening to weep, 
fing, and dance round the funeral lodge. 
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On the eve of the day fixed for interment, they enclofe the body with all the fluffs 
that envelope it in a large coffin wrought by art, in the form of a tun. On the morrow, 
when all the relatives and friends are arrived, they put the coffin on a fort of funeral car, 
to which men are yoked ; and they fet forward. Care has been taken to level the roads 
by which the convoy had to pafs. For the illuftrious dead, fuch as kings and princes, 
they cut new ones acrofs the plains, of the breadth of thirty or forty feet; along the 
road they make the greateft noife poffible } they dance, fing, play on inftruments, and 
ail this is done with the greateft demonftrations of grief. Frequently the fame perfon 
dances, fings, and weeps at the fame time. ■ When they reach the burial place, which 
is fometimes very far from the town or village, they lower the coffin into a hole about 
fifteen feet deep, cut like a well, which they inftantly fill with earth. 1 he rich often 
inter with the dead his favourite jewels, fome pieces of coral or filver. There are fome 
who raife the tomb, and place by it eatables, animals’ teeth, or fome antiquities by which 
the deceafed fet the greateft ftore, and which were formerly the inftruments of his 
fuperftition. 

Though thefe people are minute obfervers of the praftices of the religion their fathers 
have taught them, the miflionaries remarked, that they were not headftrong in them. 
They blindly follow prejudices which no one had hitherto undertaken to rid them off 
but they have good fenie enough to feel the vanity of their obfervances, the ridicule 
which attaches to their fuperftitions, and have too much good faith not to admit it, 
when occafion ferves. All thofe to whom miflionaries have fpoken of religion, even 
the princes and grandees of the country have confeffed to them, that they had little 
confidence in their idols and their minifters, “ but,” added they, ** no one hitherto 
has fpoken to us of the Deity otherwife than our fathers did; we know that European 
minifters have given fublime ideas of him to feveral of our neighbouring people, and 
that they have taught them how he muft be honoured, but they have not come as far 
as us y ftay yourfelves ) you fhall make us know the truth, we will be docile in follow¬ 
ing it.” 
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A VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, 

THE ISLE OF GOREE, AND THE RIVER GAMBIA. 


By M. Ad an son, Correfpondent of the Royal Academy of Sciences. 


Tranflated from the French.— With Notes by an Englifh Gentleman, who refided 

fome Time in that Country *. 


THE translator’s PREFACE. 

F is a maxim eftablifhed by a celebrated philofopher of antiquity, that if a young man 
h ambitious to raife a reputation in the world , or to improve in knowledge and -wjdom, 
he Jhould travel into foreign countries +. This feems to have been ftrongly verified by 
the learned M. Adanfon, author of the following voyage. The love of natural hiitory, 
and an ardent defire of fame, excited this gentleman very early in Ute to exchange 
his native foil for the burning fands of Senegal j where he fpent five years, in making 
a diligent inquiry into the various curiofities, natural and artificial, of Negroland. 
Hitherto we had received but very imperfedt accounts from that part of Africa, former 
adventurers having had no notion of improving their minds, but their fortunes ; 10 that 
their relations are confined to the auri facra fames , the purchafe of Haves, teeth an 
duft, with other materials of gain. Our author is the firft philofopher, who adventured 
to vifit the torrid zone, for the propagation of knowledge; and who, in learch of this 
valuable treafure, may be truly faid, to have encountered more mqnfters, than thole 
ancient heroes, reprefented in fabulous flory to have gone in puriuit of the golden 

He begins his obfervations at his departure from Port L’Orient, the third of March, 
1749, and does not finifh them till five years after, in the month of March, 1754- 
By the general account of his voyage, we find, that during this tune he employed 
himfelf chiefly, in the moll curious researches of natural hi flory ; confulting rather his 
zeal for the advancement of learning, than his bodily ftrength, which was often put 
to the fevereft trials. We fhudder even at the perufal of the many hardfhips he went 
through, to fatisfy his own and the public curiofity; either in walking over the burning 
fands of the deferts of Africa, expofed to the fcorching heats of the fun ; or in traverf- 
Ing rivers and torrents, upon the back of a negro, who- was frequently up to his chin 
in water ; or in defending himfelf againft tigers, wild boars, crocodiles, ferpents, and 
other favage beafts, befides the many noxious infefts with which thofe deferts abound. 

A philofopher like M. Adanfon, whofe aim in travelling is to fee and to learn, 
takes notice of every thing that fails in his way. From fo exa£t and judicious a nar¬ 
rative, one may therefore form a juft idea of this part of Africa; a country overfpread 
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with mifery, the natural confequence of lazinefs. Thus he informs us of whatever 
relates to the manners and cuftoms of the negroes, to their drefs, habitations, repalts, 
dances, fuperftitions, and poverty : neither does he forget to mention their fociability, 
good-nature, docility, and refpeft for the French nation, which, we make no doubt, 
but they will be equally ready to {hew to the new conquerors of Senegal*. He like- 
wife takes notice of the Moors of that country, a nation very different from the negroes, 
but alinoft as poor and as indolent. Our author lived and converfed with thofe dif¬ 
ferent people, and met with fo kind a reception from them, as muff be an encourage¬ 
ment to tbofe, who fltall have occafion to trade to that coaft, fince the French fettle- 
ments have been fo glorioufly reduced by the arms of Great Britain. 

In regard to the authenticity of this narrative, we may venture to affirm, that 
nothing of the kind has been publifhed, with fuch ftrong marks of veracity, fince 
Lord Anfon’s voyage. The char after of our author, and his learned improvements, 
are well known at Paris, where he went through a courfe of ftudy under Muffieurs 
de Juffieu, of the Royal Academy of Sciences, Upon exprefling an earneft defire of 
going over to Africa, with a view of making difeoveries in the natural history of that 
country, he was introduced to M. David, Director of the halt Lidia Company, who 
recommended him in the warmeft manner to M. de la Erue f, direftor general of the 
factory of Senegal. Thefe are public fafts, which evidently prove him to be a man of 
charafter and abilities, and every way qualified for this arduous talk, lo greatly con¬ 
ducive to the advancement of learning and commerce. As to his manner of executing 
it, we need only to mention the high approbation of the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
which we ihall infert here at full length, as a lading monument of the author’s extraor¬ 
dinary merit. 


Extract from the Reefers of the Royal Academy of Sciences , Dec. the 4 th , 17 5^* 

TiyfESSIEURS de Reaumur and de luflieu junior, having been appointed to examine 
XVJL a work, written by M. Adanfon, correfpondent of the Academy, and iutitled, 
A voyage to Senegal, &c. performed during the Dears 1 749» 1 75°> 1 75 1 ’ 1 75 2 ’ *753j 
IAc. and having made their report, the Academy is of opinion, that the ingenious 
notions, exaft deferiptions, and judicious obfervations of the author, afford reafon to 
believe, that his work will be acceptable to the public, and deferves the approbation 
of the Academy. In witnds hereof I have figned the prefent certificate. Paris, Dec. the 

Grand Jean de Pouchy, perpetual fecretary of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences. 

* This is to be underftood, provided they meet with the like good ufage they have been fo long ae- 
eiiftomcd to. 

f This gentleman being mentioned with great Ttfpeft by our author, m feveral paits of this voyage, the 
reader will not peihaps be difpleafed with a further account of his charader. He lived 27 years on bis 
gove-nment, during which time his couitant ftudy was to ferve not only his country, but the whole human 
jpeces. I (hall give but one inftance of his univerfal benevolence. Having learned that (he Moors, in the 
neighbourhood, eiiher made captives, or killed, fuch Europeans as had the mi,fortune to he fltipwrecked 
011 their coalt ; he, from a principle of humanity, offered a reward of the value of twenty inoidorcs for 
cverv man in that condition, they fliould bring to him alive. Thus he redeemed, at different tim.-s, and 
fent home to their native country, ?.t hie own expenfe, fourteen B.uiih fubjetls. He is alfo a man of 
genius and learning. The author of this note came to France with him, in the firft cartel. 

< ADVERTISEMENT, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

npHE reader will pleafe to obferve, that the French names of feveral places, animals, 
^ trees, &c. have been retained in the tranflation, as well becaufe fome of them feem 
to be of African original, others have been received in late ufe by the natives, and 
others, in fine, (which we may fay of molt of them) were finch as we could not 
find proper terms to exprefs in our language* In regard to the notes inter fperfed 
throughout this work, they were communicated by an Englifh gentleman, of high 
character and reputation, who refided fome time in that country, and whofe name 
would do us honour, were we at liberty to mention it* 


A VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, ?*• 

TT has been long obferved, that moft people come into the world with an inclination 
to fome particular ftudy or profeflion, which grows up and is ftrengtbeped with 
yearsi Whatever views our parents may have had in our education, the predominant 
tafte always prevails, and, generally fpeaking, determines the purfuits or occupations 
of the reft of our life- Having in my very early days felt a particular liking to the 
ftudy of philofophy and natural hiftory, I found my inclinations averfe from the pro¬ 
feflion for which my parents defigned me, which was that of the church ; and therefore 
I refigned a benefice, with which I had been already provided, that I might be entirely 
at liberty to purfue the ftudy of natural philofophy. 

The branch I firft took up with was that of botany, which I confidered as one of 
the moft engaging ftudies, not only from its confiderable ufe in life, but from its 
agreeable variety. The opportunity I had of attending the lectures of Meff. de Jufiieu 
at the king’s gardens, led me thither very often; and the ftrong pafiion I felt for 
that fcience, together with my conftant application, foon made me known to thofe 
gentlemen. I cannot fufficiently exprefs my acknowledgment to thofe two great 
mailers, under whofe direflion I firft began that vaft career, which I have not yet 
finifhed* The fpirit of obfervation and inquiry, fo remarkable in M, Bernard de 
Jufiieu, and which he transfufes, as It were, into thofe who fympathife with him in 
the fame kind of ftudies, took with me immediately, and by degrees led me on from 
the ftudy of plants to that of minerals, and from thence to that of animals, infefts, and 
Ihells j in fliort, to every branch of natural hiftory. 

From that time I had accefs to the king's cabinet, and to thofe of M. de Reaumur 
and Meff. de Jufiieu ; there I laid a foundadon of knowledge, to qualify me for making 
obfervations of every kind: and as a little aftroriomy feenxed conducive to my purpofe, 
I learnt as much as was neceffary under M. le Monnier* 

After I had gone through a courfe of ftudy for upwards of fix years, under the 
direction of thofe celebrated academicians, I made known the intention, which I had 
long fince formed, of going abroad for further improvement. The obfervations of 
thofe gentlemen on different branches of the natural hiftory of France had very nearly 
exhaufted the fubjeft ; I therefore concluded that nothing could be of greater fervice 
to me, than to employ a part of my youthful days in a voyage to fome diftant and 
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unfrequented country, from a perfuafion that I lliould return with feveral difcoveries, 
which would be new to Europe. I was fenltble that the equino&ial parts of Africa 
had not been vifited by any naturalift, confequently that a vail field was open to me, 
where I might reap a plentiful harvelt of obfervations. 

It was not, I confefs, a ftnall undertaking, for me alone to execute a work, which 
requires the joint labours of perfons well tilled in botany, natural philofophy, anatomy, 
and defign. This confideration however did not deter me; and I declared my inten¬ 
tion to my late father, who introduced me, the beginning of the year 1748, to M. David, 
knight of the order of St. Michael, and director of the Eaft-India company, to whom 
he was very well known. M. David, attentive to whatever may be of ufe to commerce, 
greatly approved of my defign, and exprefled vaft joy at an undertaking, which might 
be as ferviceable to natural philofophy as to the commerce of the honourable Eaft-India 
company. He got me a place in the factory of Senegal, and promifed me my paffage 
011 board the firft fhip which lliould fet out immediately after the publication of the 
peace. I was greatly charmed to find my wilhes fulfilled, and I fet out from Paris the 
20th of December the fame year, in order to take my paffage at Port 1 ‘Orient in one 
of the company’s ftiips. 

The winter was ftill very fevere when I embarked, the 3d of March 1749, on board 
the Chevalier Marin , commanded by M. Dapres de Mannevillette. We fet fail about 
ten o’clock in the morning, and got out of harbour in company with two ftnall vefiels, 
which were defigned for the fame port with us. The wind being at N. E. foon carried 
us out to fea; the beauty and ferenity of which afforded us a mod delightful profped. 
An infinite number of porpoifes, or fea-hogs, dancing about our lliip, feemed to wifli 
us a happy voyage, 

Thefe filhes are faid to moveconftamly againft the wind; and the failors can foretell 
by their motion, which way it is to blow. Though this may not be true on all occa- 
fions, it was fo at leaft on this: for we did not long enjoy that agreeable ferenity. 
The wind foon chopped about, and blew fo hard from the S. E. that the fea grew very- 
rough in a fhort time. 

No fooner had we reached the latitude of 36, than we began 10 find the fea more 
calm. A freih gale fprung up at N. N. E. fo that we had very agreeable weather after 
the ftorm, and were enjoying the pleafure of a fine climate, when we efpied land the 
6th of April. This was the Peak of Teneriff, which appeared to us in the form of a 
pyramid, or more properly of a fugar-Ioaf, the fides of which were ftuck with feveral 
points. Though according to our reckoning we were diftant from thence upwards 
of fourteen leagues at N. E-, it feemed to us to be railed under an angle of above five 
degrees. At this diftance, it had more the appearance of a cloud than of a mountain, 
by reafon of its whitenel's; and nothing but its liability could make us diftinguifh it. 
Sometimes it was perceived above, and at other times below the clouds, according as 
thefe were more or lefs diftant from us. The nearer we drew towards it, keeping it 
always to the fouth-eaft, the more it feemed to be upon a level with the neighbouring 
mountains; fo that when we were within four leagues, it was no longer poffible for 
us to diftinguilh it from the reft. In this pofition the ifland of Teneriff feemed to 
be a duller of mountains, joined fo clofe to each other, that we could only difeern 
their tops. 

The notice we had taken of the ifle of Teneriff, purfoant to the eftablilhed cuftom 
of veffds trading to the coaft of Africa, was fufficient to direct us in the remainder of 
our courfe to Senegal; and we Ihould have followed it, had our prefent circumftances 
permitted. But the greateft part of our water and provifions had been confumed, 
vol. xvi. 4 h during 
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during the delay occafioned by contrary winds off Cape Finifterre; and what little 
remained, was infufficient to complete our voyage$ fo that we were under an abfolute 
neceffity of putting into fome harbour, in order to take in a frefli fupply of provifions. 
Being fo near land, it would have been imprudent to let flip the opportunity : we 
therefore kept failing till night, and then lay by. 

The day following we made the haTbour of Santa Cruz, in the eaftern part of the 
ifland, where we anchored in forty-five fathom water, the length of three cables from 
land. This place greatly refembles a road for Flipping, becaufe it is very open \ yet 
it would be a pretty good harbour, if it had but fafe anchorage: but being a rocky 
bottom, it is apt to let the anchors flip, and to cut the cables. However, it is a very 
wholefome place. The whole day was fpent in mooring the fhip, and fecuring its 
anchors. We likewife amufed ourfelves with filhing for mackrel. This feemed to be 
almoft the only filh that could be found in that fpot; and there was fuch plenty thereof, 
that all the mackrel of the neighbouring feas feemed to have made this their rendezvous. 
We had only to throw out our line, and we were fure of catching filh; and frequently 
without bait. 

The people of the country catch this filh in a better manner. As foon as the night 
fets in, and the fea is calm, they light up flambeaus, and fpread themfelves with their 
boats all over the harbour, for about a league in circumference. When they come to 
the fpot where there feems to be the greateft plenty of filh, they flop their boats, hold¬ 
ing the flambeau above the water, in fuch a manner as that it fliall give light without 
dazzling their eyes: and as foon as they fee the filh fporting on the furface of the 
waves, and gathering round the light, they caff their net, and drag it immediately 
into their boat: thus they continue till their quantity is completed. 

While this amufement Iafted, we were vifited every minute by filhermen, who came 
on board our fliip to fell their commodity ; and indeed we had it very cheap. The 
Canary mackrel is not of the fame fort as that of Europe; it is not fo broad, but 
much fmaller, though very long; the Ikin is of a deep blue on the back, of a filver 
colour on the belly, and agreeably ftreaked. The flefli is white and firm, but fome- 
what dry j and though inferior to our European mackrel, ftill it is very well tailed. 

The day following we had leave to go afliore. The fea was very calm in the road; 
but it was quite another thing on the fea-fide; where there was a furf that would have 
frightened the molt intrepid. As it is all covered with pebbles, which form a very 
fteep bank, and are alternately impelled and repelled by the fea, it is very difficult 
landing. They are obliged to make ufe of the furge which drives towards fhore, and 
to take care that the boat is not turned about, nor carried back to fea. For which 
purpofe there are feveral failors waiting on the fea-fide ; who, as foon as they fee the 
furge approaching, ftep into the water, lay fall hold on the boat, then lift it up with 
the people in it, and carry it a fhore in a moll dexterous manner; 

After we had landed we found, at the diftance of a hundred paces from the fea-fide, 
the town of Santa Cruz, fituate in the eaft part of the ifland, as well as the harbour to 
which it gives its name. This town is neither fortified, nor furrounded with walls. 
It ftands on a plain afeending from the fea, and terminating in a narrow piece of land, 
very flat, white, and fandy, about a league in extent towards the fouth. The town is 
four hundred fathoms in length, and fifty in breadth. It contains three hundred 
houfes, built of (tone, and three ftories high. The number of inhabitants is about three 
thoufand, all Spaniards, who in their cuftoms and manner of living differ but very 
little from thofe of Europe* 
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Within three leagues weft of this city, following the gorges of the mountains, which 
form an infenfible afcent, we found the town of Lagtma, capital of the ifland. It is 
fituated at the foot of the Peak above-mentioned. This mountain, which bears the 
name of the Peak of Teneriff, is in 28 degrees 12 minutes north latitude, and 18 degrees 
52 minutes weft longitude of Paris. We found its height to be above two thoidand 
fathoms, Ehat is, near a league perpendicular, which makes it one of the higheft moun¬ 
tains in the univerfe, It is faid that the top of it is covered with fnow the whole year 
round, and that it fometimes throws out corabuftible matter, without much noife. 
It ftands nearly in the middle of the ifland, and is furrounded with a great number of 
mountains, which are almoft half a league in perpendicular height. At the foot of 
thefe mountains you fee feveral gutters like frightful precipices, which are oftentimes 
above a hundred feet wide, and two hundred deep. They are made by the water- 
floods precipitated thither during the ftorms 5 and as foon as thofe floods are gone, the 
bottom is left quite bare. 

The foil of this ifland is of a reddifh caft, not at all deep, but extremely fruitful. 
In the gorges of the mountains to the north and ealt parts of the town, you fee 
the fineft groves of orange, citron, and lemon-trees of all forts. There are alfo 
pomegranate and fig-trees all over the ifland. Befities the choicefl fruits in Europe, 
the inhabitants of Teneriff have thofe of Africa, as bananas, papayas, and ananas, 
or pine apples, which they plant in their gardens. The mod ungrateful lands 
produce carob-trees, and melons of every kind, efpecially water melons. In the 
vallies you fee fields of the fineft com in the world, variegated at regular diftances 
with rows of dragon-treeswhich in their height and figure greatly referable the 
majeftic tailnefs of the palmetto-tree t* 

The. mountains are laid out in vineyards, which have acquired a high reputation 
by their excellent wines, know r n by the name of Canary and Malmfey. The former 
is extracted from a large grape, which makes a ftrong heady liquor, and is the 
common wine. The latter is made of a fmall grape, the berry of which is round 
and vaftty fweet 5 and the juice fqueezed from it has likewife a fweeter and more 
agreeable flavour, which gives it^ greatly the advantage of the other. The quality 
of thefe wines is commonly attributed to the climate, and to the nature of the foil j 
but I apprehend that the culture and form of the vineyards contributes at leaf! as much 
to their goodnefs. Their method, as I have feen praftifed in the neighbourhood of 
Santa Cruz, is as follows ; They pitch upon a hill that has an advantageous expofuion 
to the fouth, preferable to any other; the lower part they plant with vines, to an 
afeent of two hundred feet at the molt. Upon the whole ground defigned for the vines, 
they ereft little walls bread high, at the di fiance of four or five feet from one another. 
Thefe ferve for feveral purpofes; in the firft place, by upholding the earth, they hinder 
the roots of the tree from being laid bare \ fecondly, they withhold the rain-waters, 
which would other wife run down the hills, without (baking the earth ; laftly, they in- 
creafe the reflection of the fun-beams, and procure a greater heat to the vine. True 
it is, that as thefe walls are made of dry done, fymmetrically ranged without mortar 
or mud, part of them tumbledown fometimes in heavy rains: but the mifehief is 
quickly repaired, and may even be prevented, by laying above the uppermoft wall a 
row of large (tones fomewhat inclined, to break the force of the waters, and divert 
their dream. 


* Draco arbor. Clufii * 

f A kind of palm-tree, the leaves of which opfcn like a fan. 
4 H 2 1 
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The back of thefe mountains, on the north fide, is barren and uncultivated. The 
profpeft it affords to the eye, is an amphitheatre of bare rocks, the colour of flate, cut 
into vertical parallelopipedons, from fix to eight feet high, and from three to four 
broad, the angles very acute. They maybe confidered as fo many precipices railed one 
above the other. When you have reached the top, you are fuddenly ravilhed with a 
profpeft bounded only by the horizon of the fea ; you find yourfelf raifed far above 
the clouds, through which you may defcry, at the diftance of twelve leagues to the 
fouth, Canary and the other neighbouring iflands. Here, inftead of treading upon 
earth, I was amazed to find nothing under my feet but allies, pumices, and burnt ftones, 
fragments of which I faw likewife fcattered here and there as I defcended ; but the 
greateft part of them are fallen down to the foot of the mountains, and even to the 
l'ea-fide. 

Where the earth was open, I perceived under the pumices a ftone in large maffes, 
of the colour of flate, and a good deal like the bare rocks which I had obferved 
on the ridge of the mountains. This ftone bears fo great refemblance to that which is 
melted by volcanoes, and the comparifon I made between it and the lavas which M. 
de Julfieu had received not only from the volcanoes in Italy, but likewife from that" of 
the ifle of Bourbon, confirmed this refemblance in fuch a manner, that I think we 
cannot, nor ought we to give it any other name. The like remark I made in the 
gutters, and in the quarry that has been dug in the neighbourhood of Santa Cruz : 
there we find the fame maffes underneath a very irregular ftratum of burnt ftones; and 
they are cut into pieces for the ufe of building. The external and internal appearance 
of thefe mountains, the lavas of which they are entirely formed, and the feveral burnt 
ftones which lie Icattered as far as the fea lliore, leave no room to doubt but that each 
of the mountains, of which the ifle of Teneriff is compofed, owes its original to a 
particular volcano, which, after undermining it inwardly, at length has entirely fpent 
itfelf: and this fubterraneous operation is ftill continued under the Peak, that huge 
mountain, which vomits fire from time to time. 

There is never a river in this ifland, becaufe of the finallnefs of its circumference. 
The inhabitants fupply the want thereof by wooden pipes, which communicate with the 
fprings in the mountains: and from thence the water is conveyed to the town, the 
diftance of about half a league. This water being hard and crude, they filtrate it 
through a ftone which is very common in their quarries. It is a kind of lava, of 
the colour of foot, in a medium betwixt the denfity of the grey lava, and the porofity 
of the pumice. 

The temperate climate of Teneriff, and the richnefsof its pafture, contribute greatly 
to the goodnefs of the cattle. They have fine herds of oxen, and excellent kid ; but 
mutton is not fo common. They breed all forts of poultry ; but game, efpecially wild 
fowl, is very rare. I took notice that the Canary-bird, which grows white in France, 
is here almoft as grey as a linnet. This change of colour very likely is owing to the 
coldnefs of our climate. 

The paftion I had for herborizing, made me regret the backwardnefs of the feafon. 
Moft of the plants peculiar to this country, were ftill concealed in the bofom of the 
earth; neverthelefs my refearches were not altogether fruitlefs. Near the fea-Ihor® 
I found two forts of fig-marygolds, otherwife called Jicoidss *: the jajininoidei, or baftard 

* Fipoidea procumbene, portulacs folio. NiJ. Mem. Acad, 1711. page 3 22. pi. 13. fig. j. 

Aizoon Foliis cuneiformt-ovatis, floribus feffilibus. Linn. Hart. Ufif. page 12\ 

Ficoidcs nodras, kali folio flore albo- lijuiTief. Mem. Acad. 170c- page 241. 

Mefembryantbeum foliis akemis, terctiufculis, obtufis, ciliatis. Linn. Hurt. Upf. page 1*9. 
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jafmine * * * § ** , adorned the tops of precipices and gutters with its pendant branches, which 
were loaded with ripe fruit: and the corn-flag of f Provence enamelled the valleys 
and meadows with its flowers* As I traverfed the mountains, I perceived that the plants 
peculiar to them, feemed to affeS a certain height. For infiance, the kleinia \, and 
feme new plants, which I purpofe to make known, always grow on the lower part, 
where the vineyards are generally planted. About the middle we faw only the iithy - 
Vidus §, or fpurge; and the top of all was covered with forefts of euphorbia |[, whofe 
ftaiks, though from twelve to fifteen feet high, appeared to me below, like fine niofs* 
The euphorbia and the iiihymalus were then in flower, and furrounded with feveral forts 
of bind*weed, which twifled round their {terns. In my walks I met with no more than 
one fort of land-fhell, for the defeription and figure of which I refer to the hifioryof 
fliells, at the end of this relation 

I was every day more in love with this beautiful country- The mildnefs of a climate 
where it never freezes, the advantageous fituation of the ifland, and the variety of its 
productions, all together gave me infinite pleafure; fo that I fhould have ftaid much 
longer if circumftances would have permitted- But as the feafon was advancing, and 
we had taken in our fupply of water and provifions, we were obliged to think of 
refuming our voyage. 

The fifteenth of April we weighed anchor, and left the ifle of Tenenff after eight 
days refrefliment. The trade winds at N. E. were fo gentle as not to ruffle the fea, 
fo that we fleered a pleafant courfe till we reached the tropics. 1 here we loon found- 
by the bright ferene days, and exceflive heats, that we had changed climate the third 
rime : for in lefs than fix weeks we experienced winter, fpring, futnmer, and the dog- 
days* In thefe latitudes the fea, when agitated in the night, feemed as if it were on 
fire, and marked our courfe by a ftreak of light which the veflfel left behind it* This 
phenomenon appeared to me very engaging, and I fpent feveral nights in inquiring 
into the caufe of it- 

We continued our courfe with the fame favourable weather till the 25th of Aprils 
when we found ourfeives within fight of the coalt of Senegal. The land is low, fandy, 
and very white, lb that wirh great difficulty could we difeem it, though it was very clear 
weather, and we were within three or four leagues of fhore: at length we fpied a 
thicket partly covered by the downs, whereby we knew that we were oft the wood of 
Griel, that is, within two leagues north of the ifland of Senegal- Not long after we 
faw hovering over the fhip, a bird which feemed greatly tired, and deftrous of reft: 
he pitched upon one of the malts \ but a fowling-piece foon brought him down upon 
deck. This was too beautiful a bird to omit giving a fhort defeription of him. He 
greatly refemblcd a jay * # in the fize of his body, and the figure of his beak and feet j 
but he difFered from him in fome other refpe£ts. His belly was of a pale blue, and his 
back fallow. His tail was adorned with two feathers, as long as the reft of his body ; 
and the colour both of the tail and of his wings, was the fineft fky-blue that eyes could 
behold- I often had occafion to fee this kind of jay in the country of Senegal j but as 

* JafminoUes Africanum, jafmmi aculeati Folih, et facie. Niff* Mm* Acad , 1711. page 322* pi* IZ * 
fig. 1. 

f Gladiolus utrinque floridus, fiore rubro. C . page 41. 

t Kfem : a foliis hnceolaiis planis, caule l®vi, ventricofo. Litm. Hort. Clift page 395, 

§ Tithymalus dendroides Jinan* foliis ex infula Canarina. PlttL PhyL lab. 319. fig. I* 

II Euj horbia aculeata, mida, fubqumquangulana, aculeia germinatis. Linn ■ HqtU Clift\ page 190. 

Condi® univalves, jth fort, pi. 1 . fig-2. Pouchci. 

** Garni! us argeirtcratoifia, WtUug* Qrnith, page $9* tab* 20* 
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X afterwards found he is a bird of paffage, that comes to refidc for fome months of the 
fummer in the fouthern parts of Europe, and goes back to fpend the remainder of the 
year in Senegal, I would not omit mentioning that he is fometimes met in his paffage 
at fea. 

The fame day we arrived before the factory of Senegal. After having made the 
ufual fignals, and faluted the fort with our guns, we call anchor three leagues higher, 
at the mouth of the river Niger, in nine fathoms water, a flimy bottom, and good 
holding ground. Though we were within half a league of the bar, the fea was very 
high ; and the winds blowing off the fliore, made a prodigious furf, which occafioned 
our ihip to roll in a ft range manner. Here we were witneffes to a fatal accident, which 
but too often happens at Tea* We put out our boat, but unluckily it overfet, and one 
of the men was drowned. However, we did not ft ay long in the road ; a boat was 
fent from the ifle of Senegal, to cany us over the bar, and pilot us into the river. 

By a bar we underhand a particular agitation of the waves, which in pafling over a 
fhoal *, fwell and rife to a fbeet of water, from ten to twelve feet high, and afterwards 
break in the fall. No fooner has the firft wave had its effe£l, but it is followed by a 
fecond, and this by a third* They begin to be perceptible at a hundred and fometimes 
a hundred and fifty fathoms from the coaft, and are as formidable to large as to fmall 
veffels. A boat runs the danger of being overfet, and a fiiip of being dafhed to pieces. 
T his bar extends all along the coaft of Senegal; at leaft there are few places it does 
not reach. Such was the danger we had to encounter before we could enter this river, 
the mouth of which was covered by a bank of land, againft which the billows dalhed 
with great violence* Luckily for us, we arrived at a time of year when the fea is not 
fo boifterous, confequentiy when the bat' is lefs difficult to get over : we were piloted 
by negroes, all hearty fellows, and fo well acquainted with this navigation, that very 
rarely any accidents happen. 

The pilot boats belonging to the bar are fmall-decked veffels, from fifty to fixty tons, 
and fometimes larger. T hey generally fail with ballaft only, and feldoni draw more 
than four or five feet water. The care of them is entirely committed to negroes, whom 
you muft not pretend either to contradict or advife* When we were on the bar, we 
were obliged to keep profound filence, that the pilot might not be in the leaft inter¬ 
rupted : fome hid themfelves through fear of being drowned, and fome through 
apprehenfion of being wet: others, more intrepid than the reft, flood upon deck to 
view the agitation of the waves. I, as an cbferver, could not help placing myfelf in 
this Italian; and for my pains I got thoroughly wet. We were above half a quarter 
of an hour in this dangerous pafiage; now lifted up by biilows which bended under 
us; and now toffed by others which dafhed againft; the Tides of the veil'd, and covered 
it all over with water. One wave lifted us up very high, and then left us aground f 
another came and took us up and was followed by others in the like fucceffion. At 
length, after being tolled in this manner for fome time, we faw ourfdves out of danger. 
As it is cuftomary on this occafion to make a handfome prefent to the negroes of "the 
bar ; each paffenger behaved generoufty towards them, and they were very well 

As foon as we entered the river Niger, we found ourfdves in a very gentle ftream, 
ot above three hundred fathoms in breadth, that is, four or five times broader than 
t ie Seme at Pont Royal. Its direction is exactly north and fouth, parallel to the coalt. 


- * , m j ch ? rban n k f ra " d > our fhould have imderftocd by a bar; but wbat he fays aLore, 

is only the effca uf the Ihoal or bar. I only mean, the flioal is the bar. 
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for the fpace of three leagues, from its mouth to the ifland of Senegal. The land on 
both hides is only one continued plain of quick fands, extremely white, with a few downs 
fcattered here and there, and continually Ihifting according to the caprice of the winds. 
The weftem bank forms a very low cape or narrow flip of land, which feparates the 
river from the fea, and whofe greateft breadth is not a hundred and fifty fathoms : 
this is called Barbary Point. The eaftern bank is higher; but they are both equally 
dry and barren, and produce only a few low plants. We did not perceive any trees, 
dll we advanced two leagues higher, towards the Englilh ifland ; and then we fpied 
fome mangroves, which are almoft the only tree we faw dll we arrived at the ifland of 
Senegal. 

This place is fituated within three leagues of the mouth of the river, and two-thirds 
of a league from the Englilh ifland. It is the chief fettlement of Senegal; and the refi- 
dence of the director general. We arrived by night-fall at the harbour eaft of the fort, 
where we landed. As foon as I fet foot on fhore, I waited upon M. de la Brue, the 
direftor general, who gave me a moll kind reception. I delivered to him the letters of 
recommendation which I had from his uncle M. David, dire&or of the Eaft India com¬ 
pany, who was pleated to intereft himfelf in my favour : and they operated even beyond 
what I could poffibly expe£t in a country fubjeft to fuch difficulties. In fbort, he 
promifed to affift me on all occafions, and he did it accordingly with fuch readinefs and 
good nature, as deferves a grateful acknowledgment from the lovers of natural hiftory, 
if I have done any thing towards promoting this branch of learning. 

He foon was as good as his word : I had the liberty of travelling up the country, and 
of examining into its various productions. To facilitate my defign, M. de la Brue pro¬ 
cured me a boat, with negroes, and an interpreter, in Ihort all conveniencies, as fpe- 
cified by the Eaft-India company to the fuperior council, in a letter wherein they in¬ 
form him of my intentions. 

Being arrived in a country fo different in every refpeCt from my own, and finding 
myfelf as it were in a new world, whatever I beheld drew my attention, becaufe it af¬ 
forded me matter of inftrudtion. The air, the climate, the inhabitants, the animals, 
the lands, and vegetables, all were new to me: not one objeCt that offered itfelf to my 
view, was l accuftomed to. Which way foever I turned my eye, I faw nothing but 
fandy plains*, burnt by the moll fcorching heat of the fun. Even the very ifland I 
flood upon, is only a bank of fand, about 1150 fathoms in length, and 150 or 200 at 
the moil in breadth, and almoft level with the fur face of the water. It divides the 
river into two branches, one of which to the eaflward is about 300 fathoms broad, and 
the other weftward near 200, with a confiderable depth. 

This ifland, not with Handing its fterility, was inhabited by upwards of three thoufand 
negroes, invited thither by the generofity of the whites, into whofe fervice 1110ft of them 
had entered. Here they have erefted houfes or huts, which occupy above one half of 
the ground. Tbefe are a kind of dove or ice houfes, the walls of which are reeds 
faflened clofe together, and fupported by flakes driven into the ground. Thefe flakes 
are from five to fix feet high, and have a round covering of ftraw, of the fame height, 
and terminating in a point. Thus each hut has only a ground floor, and is from ten to 
fifteen feet diameter. They have but one fquare door, very low, and many of them 
with a threfhold raifed a foot above the ground ; fo that in going in they mull incline 
their bodies, and lift a leg up very high, an attitude not only ridiculous but difagreeable. 

* The author is miftaken, or has forgot, for the Guinea-fide is all covered with woods : the ifland and 
the Barbary fliore, or tongue of land, arc exadly as he deferibes. 
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One or two beds are frequently fufficient for a whole family, including domeftics, who 
lie pell-mell along with their ’mailers and the children. 1 heir bed is a hurdle laid on 
crofs pieces of wood, and fupported by forkillas, or fmall forks, a foot above the 
ground; over this they throw a mat, which ferves them for a paillajfe or ftraw bed, 
for a mattrefs, and generally for {heels and bed-clothes; as to pillows they have none. 
Their furniture is not very cumberfome} for it confifts only of a few earthen pots, 
called canarh, a few calabaihes, or gourd-bottles, with wooden bowls, and the like 
utenfils. 

All the huts belonging to the fame perfon are inclofed with a wall or palifade of reeds 
about fix feet high; to which they give the name of lapade. Though the negroes ob- 
ferve very little fymmetry in the fit nation of their houfes, yet the French of the iQand of 
Senegal have taught them to follow a certain uniformity in the largenefs of the tapadei, 
which they have regulated in fuch a manner, as to form a fmall town with feveral ft reels 
drawn in a direct line. Thefe ftreets indeed are not paved; and luckily there is no oc- 
cafion for it j fince they would be very much at a lofs to find the fmalleft pebble upwards 
of thirty leagues all round. The inhabitants find a greater conveniency in their fandy 
foil: for as it is very deep, and foft, it ferves them to fit upon j it is alfo their fofa, 
their couch, their bed, Befides, it has feme other good ufes, namely, that there is no 
danger in falling; and it is always very clean, even after the heavieft rains, becaufe it 
imbibes the water with great eafe, and there needs only an hour of fine weather to dry 
it. However, this town or village, which ever you pleafe to call it, is the handfomeft, 
the largeft, and the moft regular in the country: they reckon, as I have ahead y men¬ 
tioned, upwards of three thoufand inhabitants: it is about a quarter of a league long, 
and the breadth equal to that of the ifland, whofe centre it occupies, being equally 
ranged on both fides of the fort by which it is commanded. 

We may fafely affirm, that the negroes of Senegal arc the likelieft men in all Nigritia 
or Negroland. They are generally above middle fized, well ftiaped, and well-limbed. 
There is no fuch tiling ever known among them as cripples, or hump-backs, or bandy 
legs, unlefs it be by accident. They are ltrong, robuft, and of a proper temperament 
for bearing fatigue. Their hair is black, curled, downy, and extremely fine. Their 
eyes are large and well cut, with very little beard j their features agreeable enough, and 
their Ikin the deepeft black. 

Their ufual drefs confifts in a fmall piece of linen which paffes between their thighs; 
and the two ends, being lifted up and folded, form a fort of drawers, which are tied with 
a fillet before ; and thus they cover their nudity. They havelikewife a paan, that is a 
piece of calico, made in the form of a large napkin, which they carelefsly throw over 
their {houlders, letting one end of it dangle againft their knees. 

The women are much about the lame fize and make as the men. Their Ikin is fur- 
prifingly delicate and foft j their mouth and lips are fmall; and their features very 
regular. There are fome of them perfect beauties *. They have a great lhare of 
vivacity, and a vaft deal of freedom and eafe, which renders them extremely agreeable. 
For their clothing they make ufe of two paans, one of which goes round their waift, 
hangs down to the knee, and fupplies the place of an under-petticoat; the other covers 
both their {houlders, and fometimes the head. This is a modeft drefs enough for fo hot a 
country : but they are generally Satisfied with the paan which covers the reins; and 
they throw off the other whenever they find it troublefome. One may eafily judge 
that they are not long a dreffing or undreffing, and that their toilette is foon made. 

* The 7*11 numbers of children, and children** children, the French begat by them, and left there, 
prove our author is not lingular in his opinion. 
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As the illand of Senegal is within the dependance of the kingdom of Oualo, the 
negroes who live there, efpecially thofe who are free, are of that nation. They are, 
generally fpeaking, very goodnatured, fociable, and obliging. Thofe whom the com¬ 
pany entertained in my fervice, were Oualofes, as they call themfelves, or by corrup¬ 
tion, Jallofs, 

Immediately after my arrival, I employed fome months, not only in ftudying the 
manners and character of the inhabitants, but likewife in learning the Oualofe language 
which obtained moll generally in that country: for I was fenfibie that it would be of 
great fervice to me, and even indifpenfably neceflary in regard to the refearches I pur- 
pofed to make. With this view I frequented their company, and was among them as 
often as poffible. At length when I looked upon myfelf as lufficiently acquainted with 
their ufages and manners, and able to judge how to conduft my fell in a country which 
had long been the object of my molt ardent willies, I determined to fet out upon a 
ramble. 

The quick fands of the illand of Senegal, their dogs-grafs, mangroves, and bind¬ 
weed, could not long afford fufficient employment for a naturalift. There was no 
way to get further inllruftion, but by eroding the river in order to vifit the continent. 
With 1 his view I went over as often as I could in my boat, and feveral days lucceffively. 
The illand of Sor is the firit land that offers itfelf on the eaftern bank of the river, and 
is oppofite to the ille of Senegal. It is above a league in length, and mteriefted by 
fmall rivers, which are called tiuiTtgots. The foil is fandy like that of the illand of 
Senegal, but of furprifing fertility. In the middle of the illand there are feveral hills 
of a very gentle afeent, covered with white and red gum trees*, and others of the fpinous 
kind, and of very difficult accefs. 

I landed the firft time on that illand the 10th of May, attended by my interpreter, and 
the two negroes, who bad rowed my boat. It is bordered by a very thick wood, where 
with a good deal of difficulty I found a path, which is the only paffage to the inner part 
of the illand. This would be no great harm, if a perfon was not Hopped every moment 
by thorns, which are apt to catch his clothes, and tear his legs: for my part I came 
off with lofmg a few feraps of my waiftcoat or Hurt, the only apparel one can bear in 
fo fultry a country, and where a fliirt alone is very cumberfome. But my negroes, 
with all their agility, oftentimes left fome bits of Ikin behind them, not to mention the 
thorns which ftuck" in their feet, mo ft of them going without fandals. Is it not amazing 
that the inhabitants of this illand lhauld have traded with thofe of Senegal more than 
thirty years, and all this while not have given themfelves the trouble to open a convenient 
road ! Can there be a ftronger proof of the lazinefs and indolence of the negroes ? 
Their high road, thegreat thoroughfare of this illand, is a path, which does not even 
merit that name ; fince a perfon is often obliged^to creep on all four in order to get 
through it. Notwithftanding thefe difficulties I forced my way. 

My negroes informed me, that there was fome game in tins place. I had my gun, and 
each of them had theirs. I courfed for fome time without being difenuraged by the 
curvatures I was obliged to make every moment under the thorns. 1 killed a few par¬ 
tridges and hares, which made me amends for my pains. The hares of this country are 
not "altogether like thofe of France: they are not 1b large; and their colour is foinething 
between°a bare and a rabbet. Their ilelh is white, which gives them a greater refem- 
blance to a rabbet j but they do not burrow : they are tender, and extremely well tailed. 
The lame cannot be faid of their partridges: they are fo tough, as to be good for 

* A fort of acacia or Egyptian thorn, on which they gather two forts of gum, the white and the red, 
heretofore known by the name of gum Arabic, and at preSent by that of gum Senega. . 
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nothing- I doubt much whether we ought not rather to call them wood-hem, for they 
are the famefize, and much about the fame colotir- They are diffidently diftinguifhed 
from other birds of this kind, by two ftrong (purs to their feet. 

Pleafed with my fport, I proceeded as far as the village of Sor, which gives name 
to the ifland* Before I could get thither, I was obliged to crofs two martgoU : thefe 
are rivulets with which the whole country is interfered in fuch a manner, that one 
cannot advance above two or three paces, without being obftrufted* I had contrived 
an expedient, when they were not too deep ; which was, to make my negroes carry 
me over* On this occafion I made ufe of it: one of them took me upon his fhoulders, 
and as his clothes did not incommode him greatly, he was quickly up to his bread in 
water; fo that he wafted mein an inflant, as if he was running a race, over the firfl 
marigot, which was broader than the Seine at Pont Royal* Thus was I mounted, if 1 
may be permitted the term : and it is the fafefl method of eroding, becaufe the negroes 
are ufed to walk through thefe watry plains, as upon land, and they know all the roads ; 
and indeed, as I had no other conveyance in eroding a river or a lake of a middling 
depth ; I fhall repeat it no more* 

Notwithflanding the care I had taken, my fhoes got wet, but were not long a drying. 
X had to walk on fands, which l k would be incorrect to call by any other epithet than 
burning , fitice even in the mod moderate weather, they experience there a heat of 60 
degrees and upwards as I afterwards found by the obfervations which I fcrupuloufly fol¬ 
lowed with M. de Reaumur's thermometer. A perfon may make an effay by getting 
fuch a heat in his feet, at a time when that of the ambient air is 22 degrees in the 
fliade, as it was then in the ifland of Senegal the 10th of May, one of the coldeft win¬ 
ter days in that country : it is eafy then to judge of the extreme fenfibility of an Euro¬ 
pean, tranfplanted from a temperate climate, to the hotted part of the globe. My 
Aioes grew tough like a horn, then cracked, and fell away to powder: even the feet of 
my negroes were chopped* The very reflection of the heat of the fun peeled the fkin 
off my face, and gave me a fmarting, which fometimes lafted five or fix days. Such 
were the ordinary effects of the great heat I had to differ, when I undertook this ram¬ 
ble over the diftri£t of Senegal: effects which increafe in fuch a manner, that the heat 
of the place inftead of 22 degrees, mounted to 34 in the fliade, that is, in the colded 
adv To thefe inconveniencies I raufl add that of the quick fands, which are exceffively 
fatiguing, becaufe you fink up to your ancle ; and your fhoes being filled therewith, 
become intolerably heavy and troublefome. Then, for the fird time, I perceived the 
ufe of that thick fkin, thicker than the breadth of a finger, with which nature lias 
ftrengthened the foies of the negroes feet, whereby they are fecured again ft the hard- 
nefs of external bodies, fo as to have no occafion for llioes. Yet I accuftotned myfelf 
by degrees to this kind of fatigue ; fpr there is nothing but what one may compafs with 
a good will ; and this was not wanting. 

After thefe viciffitudes of a paffage through thorns, rivers, and burning fands, where 
I courfed and herborized all the way, I arrived at length at the village of Sor* There 
I found the governor, whom the negroes didinguiflied by the name of Borom-dek> that 
is, mailer of the village* He was a venerable old man, about fifty, with a grey beard 
and hoary locks* When I call him an old man, of fifty, this is becaufe the negroes of 
Senegal are really old at the age of forty-five, and oftentimes fooner : and I remember 
French inhabitants of Senegal fay feveral times, that according to the 
beft of their obfervatxon, the negroes of that country feldom lived to be older than fixty, 
which agrees exactly with the remarks l endeavoured to ascertain during my flay at 
Senegal, But to return to the mailer of the village of Sor ; he was a lufty, well looking 
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man, whofe phyfiognomy befpoke him a perfon of gentle manners and great good 
nature. His name was Baba-Sec: he was fitting on the fand, under the (hade of a 
juiube 4 , planted before his hut, where he was fmoaking and converfmg with a few 
friends. As foon as he faw me, he rofe up, prefented his hand to me thrice, then laid 
it upon his forehead, and afterwards upon his breaft, alking me each time, in his 
language, how I did. I performed the fame ceremony myfelf at the fame time, 
becaufe I under Hood that fuch was the manner of faluting in this country. He did not 
take off his cap, for he wore none: as to my part I followed the French cuftom, which 
is never to take off our hats to people of his complexion. He ordered a mat to be 
fet before me, and I fat down: then he placed himfelf in one of the corners ; and 
notwithilanding all I could do, there was no prevailing on him to draw towards the 
middle. This is a mark of refpecl they fliew the French, whom they look upon as 
great people; that is, as great lords, and far their fuperiors. Indeed they are not 
much in the wrong ; and this kind of fubmiffion ought to be encouraged as much as 
poffible; fo I did not prefs him hard. Two of his wives (for polygamy is eftablifhed 
in that country) came immediately after with their children, to pay their compliments 
to me, and they brought me a few bowls full of milk, with eggs and fowls. I drank 
fome of the milk, and thanked them for the reft. 

It was near their dinner time, and Baba-Sec depended upon my ftaying. In the 
mean time, my curiofity led me to fee the village. The huts were neither fo large nor 
Fo neat as thofe I had feen in the ifle of Senegal. In fome, the covering came down 
almoft to the ground, and was kept up before the door by a few Hakes, to form a 
kind of pent-houfe, which fheltered them from the rays of the fun. In others, the 
walls were done over with thick mud, mixed with cow-dung, which flunk abominably. 
The latter had two oppofite entrances, each of which was only an oval made in the 
wall, of a foot and half diameter, and two feet from the ground. I had found the 
fquare doors of the ifland of Senegal very uneafy ; but thefe were ftill more fo, fince 
there was no fuch thing as entering them without doubling my chin to my knees. The 
infide was in every refpedt like what I had feen in Senegal. The ftreets were as irre¬ 
gular as the huts, and very narrow. Notwithilanding the little proportion obferved 
by thofe architects, the villages ftill are very agreeable, becaufe they are planted with 
trees, which befides the coolnefs of their {hade, refrefh the eye with a perpetual verdure. 

The children of both (exes, even fuch as were nine or ten years old, an age at which 
the marks of puberty begin to (hew tbemfelves, were ftark naked. The girls had for 
ornament round their waift a girdle of glafs toys, or, where thofe could not be had, of 
a requien* sf knuckle-bones, or of cockle-fhells ftringed like a pair of beads. Some 
perhaps will imagine that thofe children, in this ftate of nakednefs, muft be dafhedat 
the fight of a ftranger: but far from it; you may go up to them, and even play with 
them, they wilt give themfelves no fawcy airs; and though they are neither fhaine- 
faced nor balhful, yet there is nothing in their countenance but what is natural and 
eafy. No doubt but it will be alfo furprifing to many, that children, who were fcarce 
fix months old, fhould begin to walk by themfelves. It was pleafant to fee thofe little 
creatures tumbling on the fand before the fun, and creeping on all four like little 
monkeys, and to hear them utter inarticulately a few words between their teeth, with 
an air of contentment and pleafure. The women had all a balf-paan round their waift, 
which ferved them for a petticoat; but from their waift upwards they were naked. 

* TtniiKn nrnli'jitTt- nprvnftR fnliiK infra fWiecis flavirs. Harm* Thm* ZevL t>. 13 1. I'ab'Gl* 
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Being generally well made, they have a very good air in this difhabille, efpecially when 
a perfon is ufed to their colour: thofe who are not accuftomed to them, muft be con* 
tent with admiring their ffiape, which is extremely fine* 

Which way foever I turned my eyes on this pleafant fpot, I beheld a perfect image 
of pure nature : an agreeable folitude, bounded on every fide by a charming landfcape ; 
the rural fituatiou of cottages in the midft of trees j the eafe and indolence 6f the 
negroes, reclined under the fliade of their fpreading foliage ; the ftmplidty of their 
drefs and manners ; the whole revived in my mind, the idea of our firft parents, and 
I feemed to contemplate the world in its primeval ftate. 

My blind was agreeably amufed with thefe reveries, when word was brought me * 
from the governor of the village, that dinner waited for me* Upon which 1 turned 
back with my negroes, who conduced me through that labyrinth of cottages, where 
other wife I Ihould have been eafily loll* I found the governor juft on the very fpot 
where I left him, with his children, and a few friends* They fat crofs-legged on the 
land, round a large wooden bowl full of coufcous ; which is a thick-grained pap, made 
of two forts of millet* He made me fit down by him \ then he began to fall to, and 
thrufting his hand into the dilli, he took a handful of coufcous , which he rolled about 
with his fingers, for want of a fork and fpoon, a conveniency they have not yet learnt* 
He invited me afterwards to do the fame* I did not let him prefs me hard, but 
followed his example: tor I never departed from this principle, that nothing con¬ 
tributes more to gain the confidence and friendship of ftvangers among whom you 
refide, than to conform to their cuftoms and manner of living ; and I always found 
my account in it* The coufcous was judged excellent; and one of the molt convincing 
proofs thereof, was, that the difli was foon emptied. For my part I did not judge fo 
favourably of it; nothing that I can think of is more infipid than this difli; and the 
manner of eating it is every whit as difagreeable. However, I ufed myfelf to it; and 
found it afterwards very good. This fingle courfe conit it u ted our whole feaih 

When dinner was over, a young fhe-flave, in her natural habit, prefen ted us all 
round a bowl full of water, out of which each perfon drink ; and then they made ufe 
©f it to wafh the hand that had performed the office of a fpoon, which is always the 
right; the left being deligned for ufes inconfiftent with cleanlinefs. Thefe practices, 
like polygamy, are a confequence of the precepts of the Mahometan religion, which 
they have fo far embraced, as its principles are agreeable to their own cuftoms and 
eafy manner of living. I was very much furprlzed, not to fee amy of my landlord's 
wives eating in company with him, but I was told, that fuch was the ctiftom of the 
country, and that no woman ever had that honour done her; becaufe they are per- 
funded, like good Mahometans, that there is no paradife for the female fex. There¬ 
fore they dined after us, and in the fame manner; that is, without table, plates, table¬ 
cloth, fpoons, knives, forks, or napkins. 

In order to make my hoft amends for his good entertainment, I prefented him 
with a few pastes* of iron, and I diftributed fome glafs toys among his wives and 
children* He wanted to keep me for a ball which was juft going to begin; but I 
begged him to poftpone it till another time, becaufe it was near fun-fet* We parted 
extremely well fatisfied with each other* The guiriotsfy in return for the generofity 
with which I had behaved towards them, attended me upwards of two hundred paces, 
beating on the drum, to the found of which all the young people danced in cadence, 

* The pattc of iron is the twelfth part of a bar nine feet long; and ferves for money in this country* 

t Thh is the name the negroes give to the mttfiaans and drummers of the country* 
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expre fling their joy. At length I loft fight of them, and made all the hafte I could 
back to the ifland of Senegal. 

I was not a little pleafed with this my fir ft reception at the lord of Sor’s. It convinced 
me, that there ought to be confiderable abatements made, in the accounts I had read 
and heard every where, of the favage char after of the Africans; and I was of opinion, 
that this fliould not extend to the natives of Senegal. This gave me great encourage¬ 
ment to go oftener amongft them ; and I was highly delighted to hear a little while 
alter, that a veffel was to fet out the month following, to buy fome oxen at the 
Mulketoe trading-place. An agent belonging to the company who was entr lifted with 
this commiflxon, engaged me to perform the voyage with him. Accordingly we 
embarked the u6th of June, early in the morning, upon the river Niger. We 
afcended the ftream, and when we came to the point of the ifle of Bifeche, we began 
to lofe fight of the ifland of Senegal, which is about a league diftant from thence. To 
the right we had the ifle of Bifeche, and the wood ifland to the left: they were both 
bordered with mangroves ; fo that our navigation was as pleafant as if we had been 
failing through a large avenue of beautiful trees. The mangroves* have fomething fo 
extraordinary in their nature, that I cannot pafs them over in filence. The largeft of 
thefe trees are generally no more than fifty feet high ; they grow only in the water, 
and on the banks of rivers where the tide goes up twice a-day. They preferve the 
verdure of their leaves throughout the year, which may be faid alfo of rnoft of the trees 
of this country: but what renders them more remarkable, is the long roots, which 
ifluing out of their loweft branches, hang down to the water, and penetrate into the 
earth. Then they refemble fo many arcades from five to ten feet high, which ferve 
to lupport the body of the tree, and even to advance it daily into the bed of the river* 
Thefe arcades are fo clofe, and intertwifted, one with another, that they form a kind 
of natural and tranfparent terrace, raifed with fuch folidity over the water, that one 
might walk upon them, were it not that the branches are too much encumbered 
with leaves. 

Thus we advanced three leagues through mangroves, after which from the marigrA 
of Kiaia to that of Torkhod, within four leagues and a half of the ifland of Senegal, 
we faw nothing on both banks of the river, but 'rallies or weeds from ten to fifteen 
feet highf. Torkhod is a village fituate on the left fide of the river Niger, upon a 
hill of red fand, at the foot of which pafleth the jnurigot that bears its name. This 
is the only village we could fee the whole way from the ifland of Senegal. The 
mangroves had intercepted the profpeft of the others, which are fcattered about the 
low lands overflown by the Niger. The advantageous fituation of Torkhod, the red 
colour of the hill, the beauty of the trees, with which it is adorned, and the meadows 
which it commands, all together afford a very agreeable profpeft. The fifhermen 
belonging to the place brought us fomefliell-fifhby the French called machoiram\, with 
eels and other fiflr which they had catched in their little river. We bought about five 
dozen, which did not ftand us in three deniers a piece. Front whence we'continued 
our voyage, meeting with a few more mangroves, on the right bank of the river, till 
we came within a league of a village called Malta, where thefe trees terminate. 

The fame day we arrived before fun-fet at the Mulketoe trading-place; where was 
to be the fale of cattle. This being the firft port we meet with, in going up the Niger, 

‘ Mangles aqnatica, folii's fubrotundis & pun&atis. Plum.gen. png. 13. 

f Gramen dadtylon bicorne tomentofum maximum, fpicis nuincfoMImis. Sloan. Jam. vot 1. tab. 15. 

% Nhamdia Brafilienfibns, bagre do Rio Lnfilanis. Marogr. p. J49. 

Myttus cirri 1 is fei longifiirais, pinna dorii fecunda triangular!. Gronov, Mvf. hhth. p. 35. n. 84. 
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the fame is praclifed here* as at fea by thofe who pafs the tropic: the French* the 
fir ft time they come this way* are bound to make a prefent to the laptois* t and there* 
fore I gave them the ufual gratuity, The Mufketoe trading-place is only thirteen 
leagues to the north 4 north-eaft of the ifland of Senegal. This is a fruitful plain ex¬ 
tending on both fides the river as far as the village of Maka, which we left behind 
us : the whole tra6: of ground, upwards of feven leagues in length, is laid out in 
fpacious meadows, where the inhabitants breed a vaft number of cattle. The name of 
marigot * of the Mniketoes, is given to a fmall river, which falls into the Nigeria little 
below the trading-place; becaufe it is full of very high and thick weeds, which ferve 
to harbour a kind of Mufketoes called maringcins. Sometimes thofe little infects ilfue 
forth from thefe inaeceflible places, in fuch fwarms, that they darken the air. It is 
very difficult to guard again ft them, becaufe their fling will penetrate through the 
compafteft woollen fluffs; and the multitudes of them that attack a perfon all at the 
fame time, caufe a prodigious pain, and throw the whole body, as it were, into 
a ferment. This is one of the greateft inconveniences that all aquatic places are 
fubjeft to. 

The Moors waited for us, within two hundred paces of the north bank of the river, 
where they were encamped. All over the country, nothing was to be feen but 
numerous flocks of oxen, wethers, kid, and camels, which ranged about in full liberty. 
The day following I went on fhore to view the oxen* which feemed to me very dif¬ 
ferent from thofe of Europe ; for moil of them were larger and higher legged ; but 
they were particularly remarkable for a lump of flelh, which rofe above a foot on the 
withers, between the two fhoulders. The rams (which they are not ufed to caftrate) 
are alfo of a very peculiar forr. They, bear no refemblance to our French rams, 
except in their head and tail j but as to their fize, and hair, they are more like a goat; 
the latter animal has nothing remarkable. The flefh of both is extremely delicate, 
but often too perfumed. It feems that a fleece of wool would have been inconvenient 
to flieep in fo hot a country ; and therefore, nature has changed it for thin ,hair of 
^moderate length. 

As I rambled among thofe numerous flocks, I found myfelf approaching towards 
the adouar ; a name they give to a duller of tents, where the Moors are lodged. 
Thefe tents are all round in the form of a cone, and made of goats and camels hair* 
impenetrable to the rain. They were ranged near to one another, in a circular form, 
each fupported by a pole in the middle, and fixed all round with thongs of ox fkin, 
faftened to {takes about a foot from the ground. The infide of them was hung with 
feveral rows of mats, fecured on one fide by the tents, and on the other by their 
moveables: the latter confift of a few borrachoes containing their cl oaths, their 
milk, and butter; in fliort, all their provifions, and a few pieces of calabalhes* which 
ferve for utenfils. 

While the men looked after their cattle, the women were confined to their tents, 
where they employed their time in churning butter, in fpinning, and taking care of 
their children and other domeftic concerns. They are of an olive complexion, with 
very regular features, and large fparkling eyes ; their hair is long and plaited; fome 
have it hanging down, and others tied up. They feemed to be well made* though 
fmall; and a great deal more referved than the negroe women. The men are not 
much taller than the negroes ; but they differ in their colour, which is red or a red 
brown * in their hair, which is of a middling length, curled* and much thicker ; and 

* This is the name given to the negroes in the fervice of the Eaft India company. 
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cfpecially in their mufcles, which appear more under their fkin : they have alfo a more 
meager face, with lefs flefh, and their fkin is not fo fmootb, The drefs both of men 
and women, confifts in a long (hirt of black linen, and a paariy with which the women 
cover their head and fhoulders ; the men foinetiines roll it about their bodies like a 
watft-band, and fometimes round their heads* in imitation of a turbant. This paan 
is not always black and made of cotton ; there are a great many men who wear it of 
white wool, and oftentimes edged with red. I ipoke once already of the repaffc I 
made with the Negroes ; hut the Moors are no way inferior to them in frugality. 
Their ordinary food is milk, either of camels, cows, goats, or fheep, with millet; 
and very often milk and gum alone is their whole repaft, and ferves them for meat 
and drink. 

Though two months were not yet elapfed fince my coming to Senegal, I never- 
thelefs had an opportunity of feeing, and forming fome judgement, at lead as much 
as was neceffary, for lee time prefent, of two nations, the moll diftant in their 
cuftoms and manner of living, of all thofe that inhabit this part of Africa, namely, 
the Moors and the Negroes. In both, I had obferved great humanity and fociabienefs, 
which gave me ftrong hopes, that I fhould be very fafe among them, and meet with 
the fuccefs I defired in my inquiry after the curiofities of their country. ^ 

The next day I went a herborizing and courfmg over the beautiful fields on the op* 
pofite bank of the river. At that time they were covered with a large kind of millet, 
called guiar-natt *, or guinea corn : it was now almoft ripe, and the Negroes had covered 
the ears with its own leaves, to fbelter it from the fparrows, which do a great deal of 
mifehtef in this country. It was no fmall labour to walk acrofs thofe fpacious fields of 
millet, the {talks being very large and compaft, and full eight feet high. The heat 
was quite ftifling, for not the ieaft breath of air could be perceived amidft thofe high 
plants ; and the fun, at a very little diftance from the zenith, darted his rays almoft 
perpendicularly. My Negroes, in order to amufe themfelves in this long walk, and to 
quench their thirft, plucked feveral intire ftalks of millet, and fucked the juice, after 
flrippin'g it of its hulk. They gave me fome to fafte, and I found it fo fweet and 
pleafant, that I quickly followed their example. I do not at all doubt but the ftalks 
of millet, prepared in the fame manner as fugar canes, would afford a very proper juice 
for making fugar. 

At length, after walking half an hour without feeing any thing but plants all round 
me, I arrived at the foot of a little hill, whereon was built a village, which the Ne* 
groes call Depleur. I had viewed it from the bank of the river, where it afforded a 
mod delightful profpe£t, The foot of this hill was all of pure red fand, and entirely 
planted with gardens. At that time there were girotnom, a fort of mufhrooms peculiar 
to hot countries, and not at all inferior in fize to thofe of cold climates, but greatly fu* 
perior in fweetnefs and delicacy of tafte. The two fpecies of Indian ketmia f, the green 
and the red, grow there extremely well ; they are fhrubs four or five feet high, and 
referable ours only in the tafte. The reft of the ground is covered with tobacco and 
French beans. 

From thefe gardens, I proceeded to the village, without intending to make any ftay 
there, becaufe it did not appear to me, to differ from thofe I had leen already. As ft 
is not much frequented by the French, by reafon of its diftance from the river, the 
little children, who had never beheld any white people, were frightened greatly at ieeing 
me j and ran away as fall as they could, to feek for flicker between their mockers legs : 

# Milium mindinaceum, fubrotundo femine forgo nominatum. C • i?* Pin. z 6 +, 

Ketmia Iirdiea, gofiypii folio, aeetofsc fapore. Flum. Cat. p, 2. 
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at the fame time they gave very loud cries, which did not frighten me much, becautc \ 
I foon difcovered the caufe. Yet I got a little out of the wav, to avoid the fnghf ul 
noife occafioned by my prefence ; when a woman who faw me gathering fruit in the 
garden, thought to oblige me, by bringing me fome of a fort greatly efteemed in that 
country. At the fame time file conducted me into the middle of the village, where 
flood the tree from which flie had plucked them. It was very large, but not high: by 
its hippie pendant boughs, and long thorns, I knew it to be the agihalid of Profper 
Alpinus *: The Negroes call it foumpe. As I flopped to view this tree, I was quickly 
furrounded by a number of boys and girls, whom curiofity had drawn together. Some 
out of refpect, and fome out of fear, keep themfelyes at a diftance : others were fami¬ 
liar enough to come near me, and to afk for glafs trinkets; for thefe, as I obferved be¬ 
fore, are the merchandife and ornament which the Negroes chiefly delight in. Moft 
of them had never feen a white man lb near; fome touched my deaths and my linen ; 
others took hold of my hat, and of my hair which I wore in a bag, thinking it iin- 
poflible it fhould grow to fuch a length as they faw it about my ears ; others in flioct, 
felt the bag itfelf, and afked me for tobacco, with which they thought it to be filled, 
becaufe of its being fo very like a little fquare leather bag, wherein they are accuflomed 
to carry tobacco upon their breafts; but how great was their furprife, upon feeing me 
take off my bag, when my hair fell down to my waift. The liberty I gave them to 
examine both, foon undeceived them, as well in regard to the pretended ufe of the bag, 
as to my hair, the length of which they no longer doubted of, when they faw it really 
faftened to my head. 

This extraordinary and unexpected feene, occafioned my making feveral reflections as 
I went from thence. It came into my head, that my colour fo oppofite to the blacknei's 
of the Africans, was the firff thing that ftruck the children: thefe poor little creatures 
were then in the fame cafe as our infants, the firft time they fee a Negro. I recalled to 
mind alfo, that the fecond thing which furprifed the reft, was the length and thicknefs 
of my hair, compared to theirs, which looks like very fine curled wool: and in the laft 
place, the weight and conftraint of my apparel, which after all, confifted only of a 
very light callico waiftcoat. The reader will no longer be furprifed that fome of them 
fhould afk me for merchandize, and others for tobacco, when he is informed, that 
Negroes of every age, fex, and condition, are ufed to afk even the fmaUeft trifles of the 
whites, when they cannot pilfer them; it is with good reafon faid, that they are the 
molt artful beggars, and the moft dextrous thieves in the univerfe. 

Inftead of following the road I had taken acrofs the tirefome fields of millet, to go 
to Depleur, I returned by the meadow above them. I faw there only a few gum trees, 
a prodigious quantity of tamarifks like thofe of Narbonne, the fhrub fejbani, and a 
large fpecies of fenfitive plant, which the Negroes call guerackiao , that is, good morrow , 
becaufe, they fay, when you touch it, or draw near to fpeak to it, the plant imme¬ 
diately inclines its leaves to wifli you, as it were, a good morrow, and to fliew, that 
it is fenfible of the politenefs done it. Among the herbs with which the meadow is 
ftrewed, I took notice of the jitffltsa J, of arfinart chickweed §, and feveral fpecies 
of mollvgo ; of a great many forts of grafs, of the coldenia |[, and a fmall fenfitive plant, 
rampant, and not fpinous, infinitely more delicate and fenfible than all the fpecies that 
1 know, 

* Agtia'id. P. Alp. JEgyp. mol. i-p, so. -j - Sefban. P Alp. /Egypt, v. a. p. I3 - 

J Juflisea etefila, noribus tetrapetalU ofitandris feffilibus. Linn. H. Ziyi. 170. 

^ Perficaria teaderafpatana, ltmgioie folia furfuto. Pink. Phylogr. tab. 1 to.Jig. 7. 

$ Alt!rie lotoide, ficula. Bou. rar. pi, 20 . j) Coldenia. Linn. U. Zeyl. 69* , 
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I did not negleft, the following days, to vlfit the neighbouring villages and fields, 
where 1 found great plenty of a kind of ihrub hitherto unknown to botanifts which 
the Moors call guerzhn. I likewife difcovered a confiderable number of other new 
plants ; but it would be of no ufe to mention them here. 

There are a great many wild boars in thofe parts, but I never could come up with 
any of them. I killed feveral of thofe birds, which the French call large eyes: and, 
indeed, they are of a largenefs that has no fort of proportion to the head. In the form 
of their body, and of their feet, which are fplit into three toes, they are very like a 
buftard : they are as large as a hen, and their feathers are of an afli-grey, mixed with 
white. Their fiefh is tender, and may be eaten. I could not avoid having very good 
fport in the meadow, for there is plenty of game: but it was interrupted every 
moment by the loud and importunate cries of a kind of bird, which, the Negroes call 
ueit-uett , the French fquallers or bawlers, becaufe as foon as they fee a man, 
they let up a loud fcreaming, and keep flying round him, as if their intent was to warn 
the other birds which upon hearing the cry immediately take wing. Thefe birds are the 
bane of fportfmen, who are fure to find the place dear of all game loon after their arrival. 
In Ihort, they put me into a paffion, which coft them very dear ; for, as they always fly 
in pairs, I killed feveral brace. There were two forts; and neither of them hardly ex¬ 
ceeded the bignefs of a pigeon j but they were high-legged, and had a very long neck. 
The colour of one was afli-grey on the back and wings, the reft of their body was al¬ 
together white. The other had their wings and part of the tail black, and their fhoul- 
ders were armed with a fmall hom of the'fame colour, very long, of the lhape and hard 
confiftency of a fpur, which ferved them as an offenfive and defenfive weapon againft 
the other birds. 

Wewere now in the eighth day of our voyage, when we finiflied our bufinefs, and 
thought of returning to the ifland of Senegal. The Moors, who had repaired to this place 
only to fell their cattle, having foraged the country all round, were preparing to en¬ 
camp on another fpot, and even to retire towards the mountains, at a great diftance 
northward of the river, to avoid the inundations with which the firft rains of the 
month of June had lately threatened them. Their tents were already ftruck, and, 
they had put them, together with their furniture and utenfils, into facks of leather 
neatly dreffed. The whole was loaded on the backs of camels and oxen, which car¬ 
ried their houfes, moveables, wives and children. Such is the life the Moors lead ; 
they are never fixed to a fpot: their flocks, in which confifts their whole wealth, oblige 
them to change quarters, according as the feafons and the nature of their pafturage 
require. 

Soon after my return to the ifland of Senegal, an opportunity offered of going to Podor, 
a fattory belonging to the company, diftant from this ifland fixty leagues or thereabouts, 
on the river Niger. The veffel was to go and return without flopping; yet I went on 
board. My Negroes did not want folicitation to follow me; to they joined with the 
fhip’s company. Wc fet fail the 30th of June, afcending the river nearly from weft to 
eaft. The winds were fo favourable, that we arrived in three days at Podor. As lo 
expeditious a navigation did not allow me time to go on fhore, I embraced this oppor¬ 
tunity of taking a plan of the courfe of the river. I obferved the different widths of its 
bed, and of the mouths of rivers that empty themfelves into it, the angle which the 
latter form in their difemboguing, the iflands we found by the way, and their length: 
I likewife founded their depth ; in flidrt, I negle&ed nothing that was capable of ren¬ 
dering my obfervations inoft accurate. For this purpofe I made ule of the compafs to 
mark the changes of direction in its courfe, meafuring from time to time its velocity 
or that of the veflel: fometimes I added to thefe two methods an eftimate of the great- 
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nefs of the diftances, in which I had every conveniency, and met with all the fuccefs 
I could wifli. If we except a few flioals here and there in the bed of the Niger, which 
may be eafily avoided when the winds are not quite contrary, one is lure of finding it 
navigable throughout. Though it was then at its greateft ebb, yet it was from twenty 
to thirty feet and more deep. "The fea-water, which flows every common year as high 
upas the marigot of the Mufketoes, that is, about fifteen leagues from the mouth of the 
river, had reached this year as far as the defert, that is, upwards of thirty leagues. 
This is about the diftance where the fait water flops: but the tide is perceived a great 
deal higher up; it reaches as far as Podor, where it is vifible by the rifing of the frelh 
water, which is fubjeCt to the fame viciflitudes of tide, but at lefs equal periods. The 
higheft flood which I meafured on the banks of the fea, near the ifland of Senegal, is 
but two feet and a half in the great equinoctial tides. It feems therefore that the Niger 
from Podor to the fea, that is, in the courfe of fixty leagues, has not an inclination of 
above two feet and a half; fo that there is reafon to believe that this entire traCl of land, 
excepting the fand-hills fcattered here and there, forms a plain excefiively low and flat, 
and of fuch a level, that if the fea was to rife every where alike from twenty to thirty 
feet, the whole country would be overflowed. 

The fort of Podor is built on the fouth bank of the river Niger, on a fpot heretofore 
covered with wood; but the great quantity which the French have cut down for 
upwards of ten years, that they have been fettled there, has removed the foreft 
farther back to the diftance of a fmall half league- Here are molt beautiful tamarilks, 
red gum-trees, and feveral other forts of thorny acacias, the wood of which is extremely 
hard, and in the colour and beauty of its veins not unlike thofe which we ufe in 
inlaid work. The button-tree, of a very different fpecies from that of America, grows 
here very common. The eafe with which this tree receives the tool, and its fine yellow, 
render it preferable to all other flirts of wood in joiners’ work. It is known among the 
Negroes by the name of khofs. The rich foil of this country is a great encouragement 
to gardening. And indeed the French have planted feveral which thrive amazingly, 
fuch as orange, citron, lemon, fig, and pomegranate-trees, befides guavas, ananas, 
papaws, and four-fops and a fpecies of cafliew-nut, which paffeth for one of the belt 
fruit-trees that grow in hot countries. The different legumes of Europe thrive here 
in great perfection. They have plenty of potatoes which multiply greatly in wet marfliy 
lands, where they have been once planted. This root ferves them inftead of chelbuts, 
which it greatly excels in goodnefs and delicacy of tafte. The acidity of the other 
fruits fumiflies them with a juice, more fuited to the inhabitants of a warm climate. 

During the few days that I ftaid at Podor, the thermometer gave me one degree of 
heat more than 1 had felt on the ifland of Senegal before my departure : it marked 
from thirty to thirty-one degrees. The fifth of July, it was thill at thirty degrees at 
feven o’clock in the evening after fun-fet, in the coldeft expofition of the open air to 
the north, declining to the eaft. 

The fame day two oftriches, which had been bred near two years in the faCtory, af¬ 
forded me a fight of fo extraordinary a nature, as to deferve a place in this narrative. 
Thefc gigantic birds I had feen only by the way, as I travelled over the burning fands 
on the left of the Niger, b ut now I had a full view of them at my eafe. Though they 
were but young, ftill they were very near of an equal fize with the largeft. They were 
fo tame, that two little blacks mounted both together on the back ot the largeft: no 
fooner did he feel their weight, than he began to run as faft as ever he could, till he 
carried them feveral times round the village j and it was impoflible to flop him, other- 

* A non* maxima,, folii* latis fplendentibus* fru£iu mascimoj Tjridi conoide* tubcrculis feu fpinulis 
ivmocentibu! afpera, Shan* Jm* mol 2. tab* 2*5, « 
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wife than by obftruaing the paftage. This fight pleated me fo well, that I would have 
it repeated: and to try their ftrength, I made ?t full-grown Negro mount the fmallelt, 
and two others the largeft. This burden did not feem to me at all difproportioned to 
their ftrength. At firft they went a moderate gallop ; when they were heated a little, 
they expanded their wings as if it were to catch the wind, and they moved with fuch 
fleetnefs, that they feemed to be off the ground. Every body mull iome time or other 
have feen a partridge run, confequently muff know there is 110 man whatever ab e to 
keep up with it; and it is eafy to imagine, that if this bird had a longer flep, its fpeed 
would be confiderably augmented. The oftrich moves like the partridge, with both 
thefe advantages ; and I am fatisfied that thofel am fpeakmg of, would have diftanced 
the fleeteft race-horfes that were ever bred in England. It is true they would not hold 
out fo long as ahorfe; but without all doubt they would be able to perform the iace 
in lefs time. 1 have frequently beheld this fight, which is capable of giving one an 
idea of the prodigious ftrength of an oftrich ; and of fliewmg what ufe it might be of, 
had we but the method of breaking and managing it as we do a horfe. . 

I was not fo long in falling down the river to the illand of Senegal, as I had been in 
going up to Podor! The north-eaft winds, and the current of the ftreams, which had 
been confiderably fwelled by the late rains, proved ib favourable to us, that we teized 
the opportunity to make the belt of our way back, without flopping or going alhore. 
Yeti did not repent this firft voyage; for I learnt thereby the many advantages I 
might derive from a feeond, and even from a third. In taking a plan of the nyer 
Niger, I had reckoned nine or ten villages on the north bank, and forty-feven on the 
fouth. A river from two to three hundred fathoms broad, the banks planted with 
trees of various kinds, and the leaves in perpetual verdure ; the numerous droves of 
elephants walking on its borders; the fea horfes, the crocodiles, with an infinite mul¬ 
titude of other very extraordinary animals, and a far greater mimber 01 birds remark¬ 
able for the brightnefs and variety of their colours ; all this together feemed to open aa 
ample field for new and important obfervations. ... „* „ c , 

At my return to the illand of Senegal the 15th of July, I perceived the effect of the 
rains, which had fallen in vaft abundance for i'ome days. The fwell of the river was 
fo hidden, that the 19th there was a return of frefh water at its mouth ; where, two 
days before, the water was pevfeftly fait. This term ferves to divide the year into two 
feafons, which differ very little from one another. The firft is, when it does not ram 
at all, and when the waters of the Niger are fpoiledby thofe of the fea: this begins 
in December, and ends in June or July. The feeond is, when it is fubjea to rains, and 
the river water is frefh. The rains feldom laft more than three months ; they begin at 
the end of June, and end in the month of September. _ 

If the word Summer belongs to the hotteft, and that of Winter, to the coldeft wea¬ 
ther, I cannot fee the reafon why all our ancient voyagers give the name of lummer 
to the dry feafon under the torrid feafon, and that of winter to the ramy Iealon . mr it 
is certain, and I know it by obfervations performed with the thermometer, during the 
fpace of five years, that the greateft heats are generally in the rainy Iealon, to which 
they have given the name of winter. The French at Senegal, who perceived the erior 
into which voyagers were fallen* attempted modeflly to correct it* by changing the word 
firnmer into that of low feafon , that is, when the waters of the Niger are low ; and they 
have riven the name of high feafon , to the winter of the ancients, becaufe the waters of die 
Niger are then very high. Without examining into this error, which has been blindly 
embraced by moll of the writers on natural hiftory in our time, and being diffuled through 
their principal works, has long had a confiderable effect on the ftudy of natural philo- 
iophy, and particularly on meteorological knowledge, a branch at this dme^gready 
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embroiled: I lhall be fatisfied here with obferving, that this miflake requires a feverc 
animadverfion. I fliall therefore, with the French inhabiting Senegal, give the name 
of low feafon to that of drought, and high feafon to that of the rains : or Hill, in order 
to conform to the terms received in Europe, and to be underftood by all the world, 
I fliall diftinguiih the former by the name of Summer, and the latter by that of Winter ; 
fo that thefe twofeafons will be at Senegal, pretty much about the fame time as in France. 
Thefc two are therefore the only feafons they are fubjeft to ; they know neither fpring nor 
autumn. When I make ufe of the word Winter, the reader is not to imagine that they 
have any hail, fnow, or ice : thefe are things they are flrangers to at Senegal; nor is it 
poffible, whatever comparifon you make, to give the natives of the country the leaft idea 
of them. The winter in Senegal is only a feafon not fo warm as the reft of the year, though 
it is always warmer than our fumtners in France, in which we rarely fee any fnow or hail. 

To return to the waters of the Niger, which gave occafion to this fhort digreffion: 
they are fait one half of the year towards the ifiand of Senegal. As the country is very 
low, and has neither rocks, or ftones, but only quickfands, for this very reafon it 
has no lprings: they are therefore obliged to dig wells, which indeed do not give them 
much trouble, for they find water within three or four, and oftentimes within two feet 
depth; but then it is brackifh, that is, it has a faltiih tafte, communicated to the fands 
by the proximity of the fea. 

The Sth of Auguft the fun paffed perpendicularly over our heads; and our fhadows 
were exaftly under our feet. This was the fecond time I beheld this phenomenon fince 
my arrival at Senegal: the firlt time I faw it was on the fourth of May; and it was to 
return every year much about the fame time. The heat it occafioned at its return 
from the tropic of cancer towards the equator, was much greater than that which we 
felt at its firft paflage : for the thermometer marked the nights of the month of May at 
22 degrees, and the days from 26 to 28 ; whereas the nights of Augult were at 26 
degrees, and the days at 32. 

The ninth of Augult, and the following days, I walked about in the neighbourhood 
of the ifland of Senegal, and returned to the ifland of Sor, of which mention has been 
made already. Our European boats appearing to me too heavy and cumberfome, to 
make ufe of them every day in palling that river; I therefore thought proper to exchange 
them for a kind of Negro canoe, which the French call pirogue . Thefe little boats are 
made all of one piece of wood, that is, of the trunk of a tree cut into a hollow veffel, 
and very light. They are from ten to thirty feet long, from one to two feet in breadth 
and depth, and both ends terminate in a point. Mine was one of the large!!. As foon 
as I got into it, my two Negroes placed themfelves at both extremities, one at the prow 
and the other at the Hern. For my part I put myfelf in the middle, where I had no 
other feat but a piece of wood laid acrofs, which was fattened at both ends into the 
fides of the pirogue. My Negroes had each a paddle in their hands: thefe are final! 
flat boards, laid acrofs one another, and fixed to the end of a Hick, which they make 
ufe of for rowing. The Negro at the prow was Handing, and beat the water behind 
him with his paddle: the other was feated, and fleered with his. As foon as we reached 
the oppofite fliore, they drew the pirogue aground : this is the only way the people of 
the country have to fecure thefe little veffels againft the waves, which would foon fill 
them with water; whereas they cannot fo much as wet them, when they are far enough 
from the (hore. 

I was not long in croiling over, and immediately I directed my Heps to the village of 
Sor. There I met with a very good reception, according to cultom ; and I delired 
they would Ihew me the properefl places for courfing. That very day I had difmifled my 
interpreter; becaufel had acquired a fufficient fmattering in the language of the country, to 
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be able to underftand all that the Negroes faitl to me, and to explain my mind to them. 
They carried me to a particular fpot, where I faw a herd of antelopes; but I laid afide 
all thoughts of fport, as foon as I perceived a tree of a prodigious thicknefs, which- 
drew my whole attention. This was a calabafh-tree *, which the Jaloffes call rout in, 
their language. There was nothing extraordinary in its height; for it was only about 
fixty feet: but its trunk was of a prodigious thicknefs. I extended my arms, as wide 
as poffibly I could, thirteen times, before I embraced its circumference ; and for greater 
exa&nefs, I meafured it afterwards round with packthread, and found it to be fixty- 
five feet: confequcntly the diameter was near twenty-two. I do not believe that the 
like was ever feen in any other part of the world ; and I am perfuaded, that if our 
ancient voyagers had been acquainted with this tree, they would have added fome fur- 
prifing circumltances to its defcription. It is very extraordinary, that this tree fliould 
have been entirely forgot by thofe who have given us the hiftory of Senegal; efpecially 
as there is hardly any other fo common in the country. Out of the trunk I have been 
defcribing, of twenty-two feet in diameter, and from eight to twelve feet high, there 
iffued forth feveral branches, fome of which extended themfelves horizontally, fo that 
the ends of them reached the ground: thefe being the Iargeft, were from forty-five to 
fifty-five feet in length. Eaeh of thofe branches would have made one of the Iargeft 
trees in Europe; in fliort, the whole of this calabafh-tree feemed to forma foreft of 
itfelf. This was not all: the Negro, my guide, led me to a fecoitd, which was fixty- 
three feet in circumference, that is, one and twenty in diameter : and one of its roots, 
which had been for the molt part laid bare by a neighbouring river, was a hundred and 
ten feet in length, without reckoning the part that lay hid under the water, and which 
I could not uncover. The fame Negro fhewed me a third, not very far from thence; 
and moreover added, that without going out of the ifland, I might fee a great many 
more, not at all inferior to thofe in magnitude. My furprize was then at an end ; and 
fatisfied with feeing three, I got ready for the chace. 

I was prevented from going farther by an eafterly wind, which rofe all of a fudden 
with filch fury, that it feemed as if it would tear up the trees by the root. Thefe gulls 
bf wind are generally forerunners of rain; and this brought a thick cloud along with 
it, which burfl immediately. The village was at fome diltance, fo that there were no 
hopes ot reaching it time enough. My Negroes feeing there was no place of flielter 
for them, threw oft’ their paans, and plunged into a little river which palled clofe by 
the fpot. This is their cuftom, whenever diey are caught in a florin, to jump into the 
water, rather than run the ritk of being wet by the rain, dreading its bad effects. For 
my part, having neither time nor inclination to follow them, 1 retired under one of 
Iargeft calabafli-trees then in light, reckoning I Ihould be as fafe there as under the 
roof of a houfe. The rain poured down with fuch violence, that it feemed as if heaven 
and earth were coming together; every drop that fell, expanded itfelf a whole hand's 
breadth on the ground. I felt nothing of die firlt efforts of this florin : but a few mi¬ 
nutes after, when the tree came to be well foaked, I was overwhelmed by the water 
that gullied out of its branches; and their different linuations formed fo many beds, 
from whence rulhed forth whole torrents, which uniting on the vail furface of the 
trunk, dilcharged themfelves from thence like a river. The reader may eafily 
imagine, I could have no fine time of it, to Hay under this tree; I therefore got 
away from thence as quick as pollible, and Hood in the open field, where I did 
not fare much better : for I was expofed to the whole violence of the Harm, 
which lafted a full hour, and at my return to the ifland of Senegal, I was informed, 
that there fell two inches three lines of water. 


* Bahobab. P. Alp. vol. ii. p. 37. 
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The river Niger being arrived at its hfgheft increafe, overflowed all the country round 
the ifland of Senegal, fc as to render it impaffable. Being therefore obliged to relin- 
qui[h my walks, I faw but one way to employ the long interval of time that the inun¬ 
dation was to laft 5 and this was, to go over to a country not fubjeft to be overflown, 
A veffel was ready to fail for Goree, a fmall ifland, diftant about thirty-five fea 
leagues, fouth-fouth-eafl from the ifland of Senegal, and very near Cape Verd. I 
thought I could do nothing better than to embrace fo favourable an opportunity ; 
and therefore I embarked. We put to fea the 27th of Auguft, with the wind to 
the weftward, and not all favourable ; but a hidden ftorm * burfting upon us one 
night, with a terrible eaft wind, drove us with fuch violence, that only putting 
right before the wind, without any fail at all, we made more way than we had done 
for feven days before. During this tempeft we faw a light, which the mariners call the 
fire of St. Elme: it winded near a minute about the top of the maft, and the extremity 
of the weather-flag, and then it difperfed. The failors looked upon it as a lucky omen, 
which encouraged them to hope that the tempefl was near at an end, and they were 
not deceived in their expectations, The wind fubfided foon after, and the fea was 
reflored to its former tranquillity. 

The fourth of September, by break of day, we found omfetves off Cape Verd : this 
to me was a new fight, who during four months that I had been at Senegal, had feen 
no fuch thing as hills, and efpecially of ftone. Soon after this, we efpied the Magdalen 
illands, and that morning we caft anchor in the bay of Goree. This ifland confifts of 
a low narrow piece of land, and a fmall but very fteep mountain, the whole the fixth 
part of a league in length* Notwithftanding its confined extent, the fit nation renders 
it a very agreeable place : towards the fouth you enjoy a profpeft, terminated only by 
the fea; northward, you difcover at a diftance Cape Verd, and all the other capes and 
neighbouring promontories. Though it is in the torrid zone, yet they breathe a cool 
and temperate air almoft the whole year round: which is owing to the equality of days 
and nights, and its being continually refreshed by alternate breezes from the land and 
fea* M. de S. Jean, the director of this ifland, has embellilhed it with feveral fine 
buildings: he has likewifefortified it, and is adding every day to the works ; fo that it 
is now become impregnable f* By his diligence, feveral frefh fpriogs have been dis¬ 
covered ; the gardens have been planted with excellent fruit-trees ; legumes have been 
made to grow in great plenty; in fliort, by thefe different advantages, of a fmall barren 
ifland, he has made it a fafe and delightful refldence, I had been recommended to him 
by M* de la Brue, his brother, direftor-general of the Settlement, and I could not but 
in confequence meet with every kind of encouragement* # 

The rocks with which the ifland of Goree is furrounded, produce an infinite number 
of flidl and other fifb, which amufed me for fome days ; after which I embarked, the 
13th of the fame month, on board a fmall veflel bound to Portudal, in order to trade 
for oxen and millet. This port, which the Negroes called Stf/i, is only nine leagues 
fouth of the file of Goree. The bar obliged us to anchor within half a league of the 
Ihoi'e, that we might not be dalhed to pieces. A pirogue landed me without any acci¬ 
dent. I found the foil fandy, but of amazing fertility, and all covered with wood. 
Iht grewia {, a fpecies of polygala y the rebreup and dembouitomi J, formed a kind 
of copie, over which the monbim |j, or hog-plum-trees, known by the name, of fob in 
the language of that country, raife their heads, loaded with fruit. By its leaves,; this 

* We give this name to all tempeftuous gufts of wind, accompanied with rain, thunder, and lightning f 
and we make afe cf the ward dry Jiorm y to diftinguifli thofe galls that are without rain. 

f Commodore Kepple has lately demonftrated our author’s mi flake, J Trees unknown to Europe. 

| Monbin arbar folii* frajtim, fru&uluteoracemofo* Plum, gen p. 4 4, 
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has fomething of the appearance of an afli-tree ; but it is foon known by its fruit, which 
in fize, fhape and colour, refemble the plums of St. Catherine: they were ripe at 
that time; and I alefomeof them, which had a lharp, aromatic and very agreeable tafte. 

I faw alfo in thofe parts feveral fpinous filk cotton-trees *, known to the inhabitants 
by the name of benten , and many other large trees. The Negroes had cut down a 
good deal of this wood to fow fields of finall millet $ and it was then a!molt at its full 
maturity. 

All this fine country abounded with birds of the greateft beauty. The jay, which I 
mentioned already, was there in flocks : the brightnefs of its azure feathers, joined 
to the lively yellownefs of the birds called cardinal fparrows, with which all the fields 
were covered, had an admirable effect. Here was the only kind of fnail -f* that ever I 
obferved in the whole country. I found it very frequently in an open meadow, full of 
rulhes and fea ambrofia: I faw even many of them alive, at the foot of the neighbour¬ 
ing trees, where they were enjoying the (hade. It is a thing worthy of obfervation, and 
which doubtlefs will appear furprifing, that in fuch a vaft extent of wooded country, 
there fliould be but one fort of fiiail, while we meet with fo great a variety in 
temperate climates. 

The French have never a faflory at Portudal; but when they go to trade there, they 
land at the Alker* s, or the governor of the village, who owns a great number of cot¬ 
tages- He appointed one for me, where I took up my quarters. One night when I was 
faff afleep, I was wakened by a horrid Ihrieking, which threw the whole village into an up¬ 
roar. Immediately I inquired what was the matter ; and was told, that they were bewail¬ 
ing the death of a young woman, who had been bit about four leagues off by a ferpent, 
and died of the poifon in lefs than two hours; and that her body had been juft now 
removed to her cottage. The firft Ihriek w'as made, according to cuftom, by one of 
the female relations of the deceafed, before her door, which was very near to mine. At 
thisfignal, all the women in the village came out, and fetting up a moft terrible howl, 
they flocked about the place from whence the firft noife had iffued. One would have 
imagined that they were all related to the deceafed, fo greatly did they feem to grieve 
and mourn ; and, undoubtedly, this would have been a ftrong proof of their concern, 
if thofe lamentations had come from the bottom of their hearts: but they were no more 
than outward Ihow, and merely the effect of national cuftom. This (hocking noife lafted 
fome hours, that is, till break of day : then the relations of the deceafed, coming into 
the cottage, took hold of her hand, and aflred her feveral queftions, which were followed 
by offers of fervice: but finding that (lie made them no anfwer, they withdrew, faying : 
Alas! (lie is dead. Her friends did the fame; afterwards they conveyed her body into 
the ground; and on each fide they put an earthen pot, one full of water, and the other 
of coujcous • this without doubt was intended for her nouriihment, in cafe flie fliould 
once more take it into her head to eat or to drink. When the burial was over, the cries 
and lamentations ceafed. Thus ended the lugubrious ceremony: their thoughts were 
now turned towards making an entertainment in honour of the deceafed; and that fame 
evening they had a folgar, or a dance, which they continued for three nights fuccef- 
fively; it was conduced in this manner: 

All the young people of the village gathered together in a large area, in the middle 
of which they had lighted a great lire. The fpedators formed a long fquare, at both 
ends of which the dancers were ranged in two oppofite lines, the men on one fide, the 
women on the other. There were two tabors to regulate the dance ; and as foon as 

*Ceybs vit i cis fo] io , candice aculeato. Plum gen ,^41. 

f See the natural hiftory of univalve jhelk) kind 5th ; the fnail, plate i, 1. KamheuL 
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they had beat a match, the performers began afong, the burden of which was repeated 
by all the fpeftators. At the fame time a dancer ftepping forth from each line, ad¬ 
vanced towards the oppofite perfon that pleafed him mod, to the diftanee of two 01 
three feet, and prefently drew back in cadence, till the found of the tabor ferved as a 
fignal for them to come clofe, and to flrike their thighs againft each other, that is, 
man to woman, and woman to man: this done, they drew back once more, and foon. 
after renewed the fame monkey tricks, diverifying their movements as often as the 
tabor directed them, till at length they returned to their place* The other performers 
did the fame, each in their turn, but without a repetition ; then the two lines drew 
near to one another, and acted their part in the iame manner, I hat thefe geftures are 
very immodeft, is obvious ? but the other movements, which are hardly perceived, 
unlefs one isufed to them, rauft be much more fo. The Negroes do not dance a ftep, 
but every member of their body, every joint, and even the head ttlelf, exprefleth a 
different motion, always keeping time, let it be never fo quick. And it is in the exa£t 
proportioning of this infinite number of motions, that the Negroes dexterity in dancing 
chiefly confifts : none but thofe that are as hippie as they, can poffibly imitate their 
agility. Notwithstanding the violence of this exercife, it lafted a good part of the night, 
during which they drank off feveral pots of a very ftrong fort of beer made of millet. 
They began the fame fcene the two nights following, and the third their entertain¬ 
ments ceafed. An European, on fuch an occafion, would have gone into mourning 
for fome months ; while the African feizes this opportunity to rejoice: fuch are the 
whimfical cuftoms of different nations ; what produceth joy and pleaiure to one, is a 
fubjefit of grief to another* 

I had landed very eafily upon my arrival at Fortudal, becaufe the fea was gentle and 
calm : but at my return I was much embarrailed how to reach our veffel $ as there 
was then a great fwell, and the agitation of the waves upon the bar rendered it very 
dangerous and difficult to get over. We ventured neverthelcfs in a large pirogue? the 
agent for the company, a few paffengers, and myfelf; who were prepared to empty 
the water as faff as it came in, with half calabafhes. The boat was thus laden, when a 
wave drove on fliore, and lifted it off, with the affiftance of four Negroes, all good fwim- 
mem \ they puffied it forwards with their whole might, and leaped in as fail as the part 
where they were to row entered the water. We foon found curfelves in a very high fea, 
when the waves fwelling like a ridge of hills, drove againft the pirogue*, and wafhed it 
' all over. We worked hard, and with great refolution, to empty it again ; and indeed 
we had enough upon our hands, while the Negroes rowed with all their might, to avoid 
the waves, which came rolling upon them. Now the pirogue raifed its prow upon the 
back of a billow, while its ftern funk deep into the water: now it was fupported as it 
were at both ends on the edge of two different waves : now only the middle of it was 
fufpended upon a rolling furge, fo that the extremities feemed to be poifed in the air. 
In this manner, apprehending every moment to be overfet and inevitably loft, we got 
over the bar with great good fortune, and went on board the veffel, which carried us 
to the Ifle of Goree, where we arrived the 24th of September, about night-fall. 

Two days after, M. de Saint jean, intending to favour me with an excurfion to the 
Magdalen iflands, diftant a league from Goree, fitted out a vefiel on which I embarked 
along with him and fome officers of his department* Of thefe two iflands only one is 
acceflible ; the other is a naked deep rock, very high above the furfkce of the water, 
and all white with the ordure, which pkmgeons, gulls, and other fea^fowls, leave behind 
them. The chief Magdalen ifland. though fmall, might he inhabited, if it had but a 
harbour ; but it is acceflible only by a fmall creek, full of rocks, and generally tem- 
peftuous. This creek forms a kind of long canal, which terminates in a natural bafon 
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of an oval figure, hollowed in the rock, twelve feet deep, and twelve fathoms long* 
with tranfparent water, where one may bathe in fafety. The ifland is only one con¬ 
tinued mountain, almoft round, and like that of Goree: it has alfo two fmall fprings, 
which are dried up in the winter. The profpeft from thence is very beautiful and ex- 
tenfive, and the air extremely frelh : but it would not be worth while to flay there for 
this alone. Its rocks fervefor a receptacle to an infinite number of ring-doves, natural 
to that country, and which differ from thofe of Europe only in the fuperior delicacy and 
tafte of their flelh. 

Having already obferved that the Negroes are negligent and idle to excels, I lhall 
give here another proof of it, M. de Saint Jean had caufed fome potatoes to be planted 
in this ifland, in order to engage the neighbouring Negroes, who come hither very 
often, to continue and improve the culture of them, by which means they might felt 
them afterwards to the company. Accordingly, they came a few days before us, and 
carried away all the potatoes, without minding to plant the off-fets again, which we 
found lying upon the ground, dried up with the heat of the fun. 

The moll remarkable plants on this ifland, were the fame as thofe which I had obferved 
at Goree. Below I faw feveral new fpecies of fpermacoee and helianthemoid.es , which the 
French call falade de mate lots, that is, failor’s fallet, becaufe they eat the leaves of it 
like purflane, which it refembles in tafte. Higher up, there were corehorus’s, or Jew's 
mallows*, and a great deal of bindweed with cut leaves. The fummit of the mountain 
was covered with variety of fhrubs, fuch as paima Christ's, tap\a’s\, and {linking caflia, 
among which there was great plenty of dracunculus\, as alfo of ornithogahm with green 
leaves, and a very pretty fpecies of amaranthus ||. There were alfo fome calabalh trees 
from five to fix feet diameter: they had all of them European names, with the letters 
cut very deep into the bark. We did not chufe to deviate from the cuftom, therefore 
each man cut his name. For my part, I was fatisfied with repairing two of them, 
which were old enough to deferve the trouble : one was dated the fifteenth, and the 
other the fixteenth century. The letters were about fix inches long; but in breadth 
they occupied only a very fmall part of the circumference of the trunk ; from whence 
I concluded they had not been cut when thofe trees were young. However, thefe in- 
fcriptions are fufficient, I think, to determine pretty nearly the age which thefe calabafh 
trees may live to j for, if we fuppofe, that thofe in queftion were cut in their early 
years, and that they grew fix feet in the fpace of two centuries, one may reckon how 
many centuries are requifite, for their Ihooting up to five and twenty feet, which is 
the lafb term of their growth. 

After fpending three days agreeably in herborizing on the ifland of Magdalen, and 
in obferving the beautiful fhells which it produces, we returned to Goree, from whence 
I fet fail the 2d of October for the ifland of Senegal, Ten days was I detained at fea, 
by contrary winds at N. E. which would have made me extremely uneafy, had they 
not afforded me an opportunity of making a very important obfervation. The 6th of 
the fame month, at half an hour pafl fix in the evening, we were about fifty leagues 
from the coaft, when four fwallows came to take their night’s lodging in our veffel, 
and pitched upon the fhrouds. I catched them all four with great eafe, and found them 
to be European fwallows. This lucky incident confirmed me in the fufpicion I had 
formerly entertained, that thofe birds crofled the fea to get into the torrid zone, as foon 

* Gorcborus five melochia, J* B, 2, 9S2, 

f Tapia arborea tripbylla. Plum* gen, pag. iz r In Englifli, The garlic pear-tree*! 

% Arum poly phy 11 um ceylanicum 3 caule fcabro, viridi dilute, maculis albicantibus natato. Comm , Horu 
Amjl , vol, i. tab*, ja. 

II Amaranthus verticillatns minor, Bengalenfis ferpylli foliis incalis, Pint* pbjtog* tab- 10. Jig* 3* 
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as tlie winter approached : and indeed I have obferved fince, that they are never Feen 
but at this time of the year at Senegal, along with quails, wagtails, kites and fume 
other birds of paflage, which go thither every year, when the cold drives them away 
from the temperate countries of Europe. Another fact not lefs worthy of remark is, 
that the {wallows do not build their nefts in Senegal as in Europe ; they lie every night, 
two and two, or Angle, on the fea-fliore, which they feem to like better than inland 
places. 

I was likewife amufed in this long paffage with looking at the flying fillies. It was. 
then their feafon, and the fea was, in fome meafure, filled with them. In fize they 
are equal to a gudgeon or a whiting: they have two fins almoft as long as their whole 
body, which ferve them for wings to fly upon the water. The gold filh and bonitoe 
are extremely greedy of the flying filh, and at that time were in full purfuit of them ; 
fo that every minute you might fee little clouds of the latter riling above the water, and 
endeavouring to avoid their cruel enemies. As they balance themfelves in the air, 
merely by the humidity of their wings, their flight was very Ihort: a great many of 
thofe that had flown above the fliip, fell down again; and we caught a confiderable 
number of them, without any further trouble. I ate fome, which I found very tender 
and well tailed. 

I arrived at Senegal the 12th of Oftober, when the trees, the fields and the meadows, 
felt equally the efl'efts of the frefhnefs of the feafon, occafioned by the rain ; and the 
eye was delighted with an agreeable verdure, which had fucceeded a frightful drought. 
The rains were over: and as the bed of the Niger began to fall, the voyage to Podor 
feemed of courfc more practicable. I could not feize on a better, opportunity for my 
refearches on the banks of that river; and therefore I thought of taking a fecond trip 
to that place. I knew that as the winds are fddom favourable at this feafon of the year, 
our voyage would not be very expeditious. Flattering niyfelf therefore, with the hopes, 
of great fuccefs in the obfervations I was about to make, I embarked the twenty-third 
of the fame month. It is common for the vefllls that undertake this voyage, to pro¬ 
vide themfelves with wood over againll the point of the ifle Bifeche, in a place that 
has fince retained the name of the Wood-ifland, within a lliort league of Senegal. 
Here we ftopt at a very agreeable fpot, where the vefiel entered -with all eafe among 
the mangroves, and was {haded with their verdant foliage. While we were taking in 
our wood, I went slhore on the ifland, which by the inundation had been rendered one 
continued Hough or morafs. On each fide I finelt a delicious fragrancy, the caule of 
which I could not divine, till advancing into the wood, I arrived half knee deep in. 
water, at a fpot which I faw all covered with a kind of muflirooin, different from 
the ^Egyptian. It was then in blofloin, and diffufed, as I obferved before, a molt, 
pleafing odour. 

From this place to the village of Maka, both banks of the Niger are fo covered with 
mangroves, that it is impoflible to walk on foot- As we had no wind, the laptois were 
obliged to hawl the veffel with a rope up to their waifl: in w'ater, and fometimes deeper. 
At firfi: we advanced five or fix leagues a day, before we reached the Mufketoe trading- 
place, becaufe the river runs almoll north and fouth, till it conies to that place, and 
the winds were not quite contrary; but from thence to Podor, it changes its direClion 
from weft to eaft, and with a good deal of difficulty could we proceed three leagues a 
day. One time we were retarded by a ffioal; another time the trees along die banks 
hindered the hawling of the vefiel, and a good part of the day was {pent in towing it*. 

* To tow a veffel, is to diaw it by a rope fattened to a tree, or to an anchor, which is let drop ii.to the 
water. 

As 
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As thcfe c'bffro&ons afforded me time and opportunity to reconnoitre the country, I 
went on fhore morning and evening, where I pierced my way through the woods, and 
traverfed the moraffes and the fields, herborizing and courfing ail the way; fo that T. - 
never returned empty handed. In one place, a plant or an infea, flopped me ; in 
another, fome extraordinary quadruped, or feme bird decked with the moft beautiful 
feathers ; every object that offered itfelf to my fight, was new to me. 

A little above the Mufketoe trading-place, I began to fee crocodiles : when I fay I 
began to fee them, I mean by hundreds; for there are fome towards the ifland of 
Senegal. But this fpot feems to be their general rendezvous, even of the very largeft: 
for I have beheld fome that were from fifteen to eighteen feet long; and I do not 
know that there are any above this fize. There were upwards of two hundred, which 
appeared all at the fame time above water. As the veffel palled that way, they were 
frightened, and immediately plunged their heads into the, river, but rofe again Very 
loon to take breath, becaufe they cannot keep more than a few minutes under water. 
When they fwhn on the furface, you fee only the upper part of their head, and a 
fmall part of the back; at which time they bear not the Ieaft refemblance to live crea¬ 
tures ; but one would take them for the trunks of trees floating on the river. In this 
attitude, which leaves them the ufe of their eyes, they fee what palfes on both banks ; 
and as loon as they perceive any animal coming to drink, they plunge under water, and 
fwim up to it with the greateft expedition ; then feizing it by the leg, they drag it into 
the ftream, where it is foon drowned, and then they devour it. 

We had not yet advanced five and twenty leagues the 30th October. That morning 
I efpied a very beautiful plain to the left of the river Niger, oppofite the village of 
Gandor; pleaded with the prafpect, I went a-fliore, but foon had reafon to repent it. 
After having walked about an hour, I found the paflage flopped up by the marigot of 
Ouafoul, which was then very confiderable. The river makes an elbow a little above 
this fpot. The Ihip's company finding the wind favourable, had gained above a league 
upon me, and had no thoughts of waiting, not knowing the perplexity I was under; 
and yet I was obliged to come up with them. I had taken with me only a Negroe of 
Banbara, who had offered his lervice on the occafion : for it is not to be imagined 
what difficulty 1 had to prevail on any of thofe, who had once made an excurfion with 
me to attend me again; they were but too fenfible of the rilks I ran; and they did not 
receive pleafure enough to like a fhare of my toils. 

With my Banbara I advanced about half a league through a morafs, formed by an 
inundation of the waters of the marigot on thofe low lands, from whence 1 extricated 
myftlf with difficulty, wading up to my knees in water, and meeting every minute with 
prodigious large ferpents, efpecially of that fpecies whofe bodies are furprizingly thick 
in comparifon to their length. I avoided thofe animals as foon as I efpied them; but 
my Negroe heartened me, by affirming they were not noxious. I fliot one very near 
me, that was alroofl a foot in diameter, and eight and a half in length. The Negroe 
threw it over his fhoulder, reckoning to feaft upon it with his comrades. 

When I had advanced a few Heps towards the bed of the marigot., I entered, though I 
had my clothes on, into the water up to my waift ; but I did not care to go further, as I 
might have met with fome hole, which would have embarrafled me greatly. I there¬ 
fore fent my Negroe to found the bottom ; and in the meanwhile I got upon a tree, in 
order to avoid the ferpents and the water, which began to fatigue me. After founding 
three different places, he was of opinion he could carry me over a particular fpot, 
w here the water came up only to his noftrils, when he flood on tip-toe. The fellow 
was tall, being fix feet lome inches. I mounted upon his lhoulders, with my gun in 

4 l 2 iny 


62 S 


AD ANSON* S VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, &C. 

my hand, a few birds, and a bundle of plants. He was foon in the water up to his 
neck; and I was not without fome apprehenfion, when I faff myielf defcend gradually 
up to my waift : however, 1 refigned myfelf to his fkilful guidance, or rather to my 
own good fortune, and I let him do as he pleafed. He waded through the midfile of 
the mar (got with amazing refblution, without being in the lead daunted, though he was 
obliged to fwallow three large gulps of water, which for fome time took away his 
breath. As foon as I efcaped this danger, I efpied a plant of very extraordinary beauty, 
floating on the water: this was a cadslari* , with foft filver leaves. 1.hat moment I 
forgot every other object, and though my Banbara was ftill up to hi:> chin in water, X 
ventured to pluck the charming plant. Thus I efcaped very luckily out of the marigot 
of Ouafoul, which at that time was very near a hundred and twenty fathoms broad, 
that is, about twice the breadth of the. Seine at Pont Royal; and I overtook the veffei 

before noon. r 

That very evening, doubting whether I Ibould be able to find my way on the tide ot 
the river, where I had run fuch a rilk in the morning, I landed on the oppofite bank, 
bur was not more fortunate. Every now and then I met with forefts of reeds from ten 
to twelve feet high, which tried my patience to the full, when I was obliged to go 
through them. There was no fort of path; and in many places the reeds flood fo 
thick, as to deprive me, in a manner, from feeing either fky or land. 

The following days 1 fpent more agreeably > we arrived in thofe parts, where the 
hippopotami or fea horfes, are very common. This is the largeft of all amphibious 
animals, and is to be found no where but in the African rivers, in frefh water; and 
one thing worthy of obfervation is, that it has been never feen any where elfe but in 
this part of the world, to which it feems particularly to belong. It is commonly drawn 
in the figure of an ox, which indeed is the animal it refembles moll; but its legs are 
much fhorter, and its head is monflrous large. In regard to its fize, the fea horfe may 
take precedency after the elephant and the rhinoceros. Its jaws are armed with four 
large tufks, wherewith it loofens the roots of trees, on which it feeds. It cannot abide 
long under water, for want of refpiration j which obliges it to carry its head now and 
then above the furface, in the fame manner as the crocodile. It neighs much in the 
fame manner as a horfe, but with fuch vehemence, that it may be heard very diftinfUy 
a quarter of a league off. 

In this very neighbourhood, befides the fea horfe there is a fecond fpecies of croco¬ 
dile, not at all inferior to the other in dhnenfions. It is diftinguifhed by its colour, 
which is black ; and by its jaws, which are a great deal longer than the others: it is 
alfo more carnivorous, and is even faid to be greedy after human flefli. 

The veffei fometimes plied on one, and fometirnes on the other bank of the river, 
which were all along bordered with flirubs, commonly of willows, or fefbans, covered 
with bind-weeds, or dog’s bane, of feveral kinds, which after creeping round their 
branches, hung their fprigs, loaded with flowers of various colours. At the foot of 
thefe flirubs waved the perficaria, alfo in flower. Thus I failed along a charming mea¬ 
dow, on which were feeding a multitude of grafs-hoppers, whofe beautiful green, 
variegated with the livelieft red, had aii admirable effect. Furdier on, the palmettos 
reared their lofty heads above the femeUers t and acacia's, which overfpread the reft of 
the ground. In fliort, nothing could be more beautiful than the profpeft with which 
my eye was refreflied, the fpace of fifteen leagues and upwards, from the defert to 
the village of Bokol. And indeed this would be the moft agreeable river in the world, 

* Cadclaii. Hurt. Mai part. IQ. pag, 1J5. tab. 78. f A fpecies of baubmia not defcribed. 
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were it not from the continual apprehenfion from the crocodiles* and fometimes from 
the fea horfes with which it abounds. 

The above-mentioned palmetto is what the Negroes call ronn*> a name which the 
French have been pleafed to change into that of randier . Its trunk is very large and 
flraight, like a column from fifty to fixty feet high* from the upper end whereof iffues 
forth a bundle of leaves* which, in turning off* form a round head : each leaf repre- 
fents a fan of five or fix feet in expanfion, fuppoited by a tail of the fame length. Of 
thefe trees fqme produce male flowers, which are barren: others* called female* are 
loaded with fruit* which fucceed each other uninterruptedly, almojfl the whole year 
round. They brought me feveral of the bignefs of an ordinary melon* but fomewhat 
rounder. They were inveloped in two Ikins as tough as leather, and thick as ft rang 
parchment; within-fide the fruit was yellowifh, and full of filaments, fattened to three 
large kernels in the middle. The Negroes are very fond of this fruit: when it is 
baked under the afbes, it taftes very much like a quince ; it has a pretty ftrong fcent, 
but extremely agreeable. 

The Niger willow is different from the European. It has the trunk and the weak* 
nefs of the ofier ; but its leaves are very fhort, and made round at the ends. The 
Negroes give it the name of kekle: of all the trees in the country, it is one of the 
moft iefpe£ted ; its younger branches pafs into the hands of the ladies, who make 
pick-tooths of them \ and for want of thefe, which leave a little bitternefs in the mouth, 
they ufe the branches of fome other fine fcented trees. Thefe different forts of pick- 
tooths are called fokiou , 

I faw every day fo great a number of elephants all along the banks of the river, that 
the fight was no longer a furprize to me. The fifth of November, as I was walking 
in the woods over againft the village of Dagana, I perceived a number of their footfteps 
very frefh, I traced them clofe almoft two leagues, and at length I difcovered five of 
thofe animals, three of which were weltering in their filth like fwine, and the fourth 
was ftanding up with its little one, eating the ends of the branches of an acacia , which 
it had but juft broke* By comparing the height of the tree againft which this elephant 
ftood, I judged that it was at leaft eleven or twelve feet, from the foie of its foot to 
the buttocks ; its tulks projected the length of near three feet. Though thofe animals 
did not appear to be affe&ed at feeing me, yet I thought it advifable to retire. Con¬ 
tinuing my journey, I found very ftrong impreifiqns of their footfteps, which I mea- 
hired, and they were near a foot and a half diameter* Their dung was a good deal 
like that of a horfe, and formed balls feven or eight inches thick. 

The next day I had an infinite pleafure in vifiting the beautiful fields on the fide of 
BokoL Fir ft of all I walked under trees full of green monkeys, whofe gambols were very 
diverting. Next I came to a place abounding with game, where I had excellent fport. 
From thence I entered into a little thicket near a morafs, which drew whole flocks of 
Guinea-hens, While I was lying in ambufh on this fpot, I efpied one of thofe enor¬ 
mous wild boars, peculiar to Africa, and of which I do not remember, that any natural 
hiftorian has made mention. He was coming full diive at me, and would have certainly 
overtaken me if I had not warned him, as it'were, to direft his fteps another way, by 
the noife I made in taking aim at him. He was black like our European wild boars, but 
a vaft deal larger. He had four great tulks, the two uppermoft of which were bent into a 
femicircle towards the forehead, where they refembled the horns worn by other animals. 

The nearer I drew to Podor, the more I was expofed to danger, becaufe the banks 
of the Niger are more lonefome, efpecially that towards the north. Yet neither the 
dangers I was expofed to from wild beafts, nor the toil of courfing in the woods, 

♦ Cavin-pana. Hortt Malab, vqL jj. tab . 9* 
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which are rendered inaccefiible by thorns $ nor the fultry heats of the eaft wind, that 
obliged me eveiy inllaiit to have reconrfe to the river waters, in order to quench my 
violent third:; none of all thefe inconveniences deterred me ; nothing was capable of 
cooling my courage. I had an amazing good Hate of health ; and this bore me up 
in the rnklft of fo many perils and toils, under which a great many would have funk. 

The feventh of November there happened to me an adventure, far more critical and 
more terrifying than any 1 had hitherto met with. I ufed alternately to walk on either 
bank of the river, but that day I happened to be on the north fide. I walked and 
courfed in a defert country, that had never been cultivated, over-run with wood, as 
ancient as the country it fell, and the thicknefs of which, independently of the wild 
beafls that luik there, ought naturally to have filled me with horror. In fpite of the 
dangers and inconveniencies infeparable from this kind of fport, my curiofity led me 
into the thickeft parts of the wood, invited by the animals, plants, and birds, of which 
there was prodigious plenty. The negroe, whom I had taken with me as a com¬ 
panion, followed me at a great diftance. It was now noon-day, and I had fcarcely loaded 
my piece, after killing two toucans , when I beheld a tiger at a little diftance. He had 
not as yet efpied me, for there was a tree between us,; but he walked with a very 
flow pace, his head inclining towards the ground. Inftantly I clapped a ball into my 
piece, in order to take aim of him behind a tree, and in my left hand I held a hanger. 
Hearing thefe motions, the tiger turned quickly towards where I was, and darted his 
angry eyes at me. Though I was not twelve feet diftant from him, ftill I thought it 
imprudent to fire, becaufe I was alone, and lhould have run a very great rilk, if I did 
not lay him dead upon the fpot. I therefore took the refolution, which feemed to me 
the rnoft prudent on the like occafion : this was ftill to keep full aim at him, with one 
knee bent for greater fecurity, and to beat the ground with the other foot without 
appearing difmayed, in order to determine him to purfue his way. This he did in an 
inftant; and taking fuch a leap, as I never beheld in my life, he freed me from the 
uneafinefs into which his difagreeable prefence had thrown me. 

lhat very inftant I quitted the wood, to draw near the river-fide, where my negree 
did not come to me till an hour after. We waited a long time for the veil'd without 
hearing any tidings of it: we likewife went on a little further; but all to no purpofe. 
We had left it above two leagues behind us, and there was no probability of its arrival 
before fun-fet. It was four o’clock in the afternoon; and from fix in the morning 
that I had been toiling, 1 had tailed nothing but water, of which I had drank a great 
quantity, to temper the heats I felt from the fcorching rays of the fun. Being now 
oppreffed with hunger, as well as my negroe, I determined to dine after the fava^e 
fafhion. All the requifites were at hand. I had killed in my walks more game than 
four hungry men could devour at one meal. ' My negroe was not embarralTed to 
roaft it: he rubbed two flicks together, which took fire in an inftant; then he made 
a wooden fpir, and garnifhed it with a toucan , two partridges, and two Guinea-hens 
As foon as l had dined, which I may be faid to have done with more frugality and 
lefs ceremony than the negroes themfelves ; I thought I could do no greater fervice 
to myfelf, and to every Frenchman that lhould happen hereafter to walk in this dan 
gerous neighbourhood, than to fet fire to the wood, in the manner praOifed by the 
negroes. During the fpace ot two hours that I ftaid there, 1 threw in fuel fufficient 
to fpread the conflagration for feveral leagues through this vail defert, which extends 
from the village called Ndbunnmangas as far as Podor, for a fpace of above twenty 
leagues ; it is frequented but very rarely by the Moors, who encamp in fome places 
Which they previoufly fet on fire. At feven in the even, the long wilhed-for veffe! 
arrived ; when I went on board with great fatisfaaion, by the blaze of the bonfire : 
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eight days afterwards I heard, that It was ftill burning, and had laid the country open 
for feveral leagues* 

The eighth we arrived at Lamnai, a final! ifland, which very juftly might be called 
the ifland of birds : it lies very low, and is not two hundred fathoms in length. The 
trees were covered with fuch a prodigious number of cormorants and herons of every 
kind, that the taptots, in going up a rivulet, filled a boat, in lefs than half an hour, 
as well with the young ones, which they took either with their hands, or knocked 
dow r n with flicks; as with the old ones, of which every fhot brought down feveral dozens. 

In this ifland I found a plant, which I had not yet feert , it is well known by the 
name of the Jtratwie of Egypt, that furprizing plant, which is faid to move on the 
waters of the Nile, feeking for nutrition in the fame manner as animals* Surely this 
Is a made ftory, or perhaps the loofe deferiptions which travellers have given of it, have 
been interpreted in a wrong fenfe* The Jfraiiote of the Niger is the fame as that of 
the Nile, of which we have a figure in Profper Alpinm and in the garden of Mala¬ 
bar f * and its roots are fo deeply fixed in the earth, that it h vrith difficulty they can 
be plucked up* What has given rife to this error is, that the above-mentioned plant 
produces fmall tufts of leaves, at a very great diflance from each other, and fopported 
by a ftem, which, after floating on the water, lofes itfelf infenfibly in the earth ; much 
in the fame manner as the poiaimgeions^ the nymphoides 7 and even the leaves of the ne - 
ni{fat\ or water-lilly. 

Being fo near to Podor, which we deferied from afar, over the low lands, I began 
the more ardently to with for the happy hour of landing, as the veffel hardly advanced 
above three or four leagues a day- At length this hour came the tenth of Novem¬ 
ber ; and the nineteenth day put a period to this tedious and laborious voyage, which 
I had performed in the hotteft month of the year- The thermometer could not be 
expofed with any fafety, except in the fhips cabin \ where it marked by twelve at 
noon from 40 to 45 degrees. This cabin was fo greatly warmed by the fun, that 
even in the night-time it ftill preferved from 30 to 32 degrees of heat: it was like a 
Hove, or rather a fiery furnace \ the pitch and tar were melted to fuch a degree, as to 
pafs through all the joints of the vdfd. In fhorr, the heat I endured in this voyage, 
was fuch, that I do not think it can poffibly be more violent in any other part of the 
world : hence I am not at all fur prized, that mo ft of the French, who are near two months 
in performing the voyage of Galam J in July and Auguft, fliould feldom get there 
without being feized with burning fevers. And therefore it is that thofe, whom ex¬ 
perience or a thorough knowledge of the country has rendered more prudent, do not 
fail to embark in th-e month of June, as foon as the waters are high enough* Then 
they have a great deal lefs to fuffer from the intemperatenefs of the rainy feafon, and 
of the heats, which inereafe daily from die month of June to November $ fo that they 
would never be able to bear them, were they to fet out in September or October. 

Another inconveniency of the voyage to Podor or Galam, in the month of October, 
is owing to the inufketoes and bees* i have elfewhere mentioned how troublefome the 
former are: but the latter are ftill more fo* Every day towards twelve o'clock, I was 
fure of being vifited by one, two, and fometimes more fwarms, which made their 
entrance into the cabbin, attrafled, in all probability, by the penetrating and refinous 
fm ell of the pitch and tar. Such tormenting vifitors obliged me to quit the veffel** 
and to feek for peace on fhore. 

* Hay alem d imovi, id eft, ilmtiotes. Profp . Alp * JEgypt. 2, p. 51* 

Kid da-pail, /fort, Mai voL if, p> 32, tab* 63* 
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The fame thing happened to me at Podor in November and December. It is very 
likely, that during thofe three months the fwarms quit their old hives to build new 
ones: for at that time, you frequently meet with very confiderable heaps of them. 
One day I faw the roof of a houfe, the furface of which was fixteen Iquare feet, 
covered with a lay or bed, four fingers thick, of bees heaped up in this manner. 
This is an evident proof of the prodigious number of thofe infetls. They lodge every 
where, but more particularly in the trunks of trees made hollow by time. This year 
they had three hives at our fettlement at Podor; one between the (butters and the 
window of the room on the firft floor : the other on the ground floor, in a fmall prefs 
full of old iron, a leaf of which was opened every day ; and it (tood at the bottom 
of a very dark warehoufe: the third was in the ceiling of another warehoufe, jull 
behind the door. With diificulty could we drive away thofe infefts, even in the night 
and with the help of fire: they know how to diftinguifh in the dark thofe who moleft 
them, and they fhew their revenge by mod pungent ftings. 

Thefe bees differ from thofe of Europe only in fize. Tfiere is this Angularity in 
their honey, that it never acquires a eonfiftency like ours; but is always liquid and 
like a brown fyrup. We may affirm, it is infinitely fuperior, both in delicacy and 
tafte, to the befl: honey collected in the fouthern parts of France. 

The country about Podor had now a very different face from what it wore at the 
time of my firft voyage. Inftead of a dry barren plain, I beheld an agreeable chain- 

E , interfected with moraffes, where rice grew naturally without being fown. The 
„ r grounds were covered with millet: and there alfo the indigo and cotton plants 
displayed a moft lovely verdure. Almoft all the aquatic plants of warm climates, 
palled in review before me : I obferved the water-lilly *, two forts of pontederia the 
jujfueds J, the lemmas and the pongati §, of the garden of Malabar. I likewife met with 
feveral fpecies of alifma , bindweed, nenuphar, utriculaire, hottonia ||, adhatoda , befides 
a great multitude or cyperufes, or galingales, and other, moftly unknown, plants. 

My curiofity was not confined to the adjacent fields j it extended alfo to the woods 
and marigots two leagues all round. There I found many new fpecies of trees and 
birds of exquifite beauty. But of all the extraordinary things I obferved, nothing 
ftruck me more than certain eminencies, which, by their height and regularity, made 
me take them at a diftance, for an affemblage of Negroes huts, or a confiderable vil¬ 
lage : and yet they were only the nefts of certain infers. They are round pyramids, 
from eight to ten feet high, upon nearly the fame bafe, with a ihiooth furface of rich 
clay, exceflively hard and well built. The infide is a labyrinth of little galleries, in¬ 
terwoven one with the other, and anfwering to a fmall opening, which gives ingrefs 
and regrefs to the infefts that inhabit it. They are called vag-vagues ; and perhaps 
are the fame as thofe which go by the name of wood-lice and white ants in America 
and the Eaft Indies. They are fhaped like the common ants ; but their members are 
not fo diftindt. Their body, befides being of a dirty white, is alfo much foftcr, fuller, 
and as it were, of an un&uous nature. Thefe creatures multiply prodigioufly ; and 
when they want to make a lodgment, they attack feme dead trunk of a tree, into which 
they quickly eat their way. 

In my two voyages I had carefully drawn a plan of the river Niger, from its mouth 
to Podor: fo that there remained only for me, to know the latitude of this place. 
The difference I found between my plan, and that of the ancient and modern charts,' 


* Nymphxa Indica minor las vis. Humph. Herb. Amb. i>. 6. p. i 6 j. fab. 7 2 . jig- 5. 
t Pontederia floribus nmbellatis. Lin. J. Zcyi, 129. J New fpecies. 

j Pongati. Hart. Maleb. 1/. t l.p. 47. tab. 2+. 

U Hottonia flore fialitario, ex foliornm alls provenience. Harm. Tb. Zeyl.pag. lii. tab. 55. jig. I. 
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made me fufpeft that the latitude had not been rightly determined; if it be true that 
they worked upon it at all. *In order to be certain, I fixed, with the requifite pre¬ 
cautions, a gnomon eight feet one inch and a line in height, upon a platform, reduced 
to a very exact level. During the month of November and part of December, I oh- 
ferved thereon different points of the fun’s fliadow, which by calculation gave me its 
height. Thence I concluded Podor to be 16 degrees 44S minutes north latitude, ac¬ 
cording to the account I tranfmitted at that time to M. Le Mounter, who was p leafed 
to communicate it to the academy of fciences This obfervation is of fome importance, 
iince it corrects an error of above 15 minutes, by which all other maps place Podor 
too far north ; and it greatly diminifhes the length of this river, whofe direction has 
been alfo wrong laid down by molt geographers. Thus, befides the advantage I reaped 
from my feecnd voyage to Podor, in informing myfelf of the natural hiftory of the 
country ; it likewife enabled me to veriFy and correct an effential point of geography, 
with regard to the courfe of the Niger, of which we know but a very fmail part 
as yet. 

In failing down this river, the winds were as favourable to us as they had been ad- 
verfe in afcending. I left Podor the 17th of December, and arrived the sift at the 
ifland of Senegal ; fo that I was only five days in my return, whereas I had been nine¬ 
teen in going to Podor. As the waters decreafed, they left on the banks of the river 
a ffime, which the Negroes know how to make the mofl of; for they had fown every 
part of it with large millet, tobacco, and feveral forts of French beans. 

I did not ftay long upon the ifland of Senegal; for I left it the nth of January the 
enfuing year, to return a fecond time to the ifland of Goree, where I arrived the 15th. 
From thence I was to make the voyage of Gambia, with Meff. de la Brue and de 
Saint Jean ; one the director of the fettlement of Senegal, the other of the ifle of Goree. 
They were going to reftore the French faftory of Albreda, fituate upon this river, 
within fix or feven leagues of its mouth, and about fifty from the ifle of Goree. Three 
veffels fet fail together the 10th of February, and entered the river Gambia the 20th. 
Its mouth does not begin, properly fpeaking, till you are at the point of the bar ; 
though its bed advances a good way into the fea, by means of the land banks or flats 
betwixt the Ifland of Birds and Cape St. Mary. The cape is a high land, which you 
leave upon your right. From the point of the bar to the faftory of Albreda, the river 
has a very unequal breadth; in fome places it is a league over, and a little more in 
others. Its banks are very high, and bordered on both fides with tall trees, which 
plainly fliew the goodnefs of the foil. 

We call anchor over againft: the fa&ory, and ftaid a few days in the road, without 
going alhore. There we lived very well: the negroes brought us plenty of excellent 
filh, as thornbacks, foies, monftrous large rock fifli and a great many tree-oyJiers\, 
which abound in that river. Here they have every thing requifite for their fuftenance. 
The banks of the river being lined with mangroves, they fallen to the roots thereof: 
and the fea water never lofeth its faltnefs in this fpot. What is very extraordinary, 
every where elfe, oyfters are loofened from rocks ; here they are gathered upon trees! 
At low water, they are left bare, and feen hanging at their roots. This is what made 
fome voyagers, who had feen the like in America, affirm, that they perched upon trees. 
The Negroes have not fo much difficulty as one would imagine, in gathering them ; 
they need only to cut off the branch, to which the oyfters are faftened. A Angle root 


* This obfemtion was printed in the fccond volume of the memoirs prefcnted to the Academy by divers 

learned men, pag. 605. . 
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hears fometimes upwards of two hundred ; and if it has feveral branches, it forms a 
clutter which one man would find difficult to carry. The ftiells of thefe oyfters differ 
from thofe of Europe, being longer, narrower and thinner; but as to the delicacy and 
relifii of the meat, connoiffeurs know no difference. 

In this voyage I was witnefs myfelf, for the firft time, to the mifchief done by locufts, 
that fcourge, fo dreadful to hot climates. The third day after our arrival we were 
ftill in the road; when there fuddenly arofe over our heads, towards eight o’clock in 
the morning, a thick cloud, which darkened the air and deprived us of the rays of 
the fun. Every body was fur prized at fo fudden a change in the iky, which is feldom 
overcaft in this feafon: but we foon found that it was owing to a cloud of Iticufts, 
railed about twenty or thirty fathoms from the ground, and covering an extent of 
feveral leagues, upon which it poured a fhower of thofe infefts, which fell to devour¬ 
ing while they retted themfelves, and then refumed their flight. This cloud was brought 
by a very ftrong eaft wind ; it was all the morning in pafling over the adjacent coun¬ 
try ; and we imagined that the fame wind drove the locufts into the fea. They fpread 
defolation wherever they came : after devouring the herbage, with the fruits and leaves 
of trees, they attacked even the buds and the very bark: they did not fo much as 
fpare the reeds, with which the huts were thatched, notwithftanding that thefe were 
fo dry: in fliort, they did all the mifchief that can be dreaded from fo voracious an 
infedl. I took a great number of them, which are ftill to be Teen in my cabinet: they 
were intirely brown, of the breadth and length of one’s finger, and armed with two 
ftrong jaw bones, dented like a faw. Their wings were much longer than thofe of 
any locufts I had ever feen before: and no doubt, but it was owing to the largenefs 
of thofe wings, that they could fly with fuch eafe, and poife themfelves in the air. 

One would not imagine that fo Ihocking an in feel, as the locuft, ftiould ever be 
food for man. And yet it is an undoubted faft, that in feveral parts of this country, 
the people eat of it: nay they have different ways of dieffing this extraordinary difli. 
Some pound them, and boil them with milk; others only broil them on the coals, 
and think them excellent food. There is no difputing of taftes : for iny part I Ihould 
willingly refign whole clouds of locufts to the Negroes of Gambia, for the meaneft 
of their fifties. 

One thing which always furprized me, is the prodigious rapidity, with which the 
lap of trees repairs any lofs they may happen to fuftain in that country : and 1 was 
never more aftoniflied, than when, upon landing four days after that terrible ipvafion 
of locufts, I faw the trees covered with new leaves; and they did not feem to me to 
have iuffered much. The herbs bore marks of the devaftation fomewhat longer; but 
a few days were fufficient to repair all the mifchief. 

The people inhabiting the country along the Gambia, are Mandingoes or Sofes, to 
exprefs myfelf in their way. Their manner of life, and drefs, is not preferable to that 
of the other blacks; but their huts are better built: and perhaps they are obliged for 
their tafle of architefture to the Portuguefe, who were formerly fettled in thofe parts. 
The walls are made of a fat binding clay, which foon hardens. They are all thatched 
with ftraw, which hangs down to another little wall breaft high ; and this makes a 
imall gallery round the hut, where they are fheltered from the rays of the fun. The 
village having taken fire a little after my arrival, the walls of thofe huts that with- 
ftood it, were partly of a beautiful red, and partly vitrified by the violence of the fire : 
at a diftance they feemed to be done over with a very bright enamel. 

'Ihp hut where I lodged was large and commodious, but as dark as a fubterraneous 
cavern, even at noon-day, becaufe it had no other opening but a door pierced at each 
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end. Here I muft obferve, left I fhould forget it, that a great number of our Euro* 
pean fwallows reforted higher every evening, and paffed the night upon the rafters; for, 
as I have elfewhere mentioned, they do not build nefts in this country, but only come 
to fpend the winter. 

As my view in going up the Gambia was to make experiments in natural hiftory, I 
wanted a iightfome place to perform my operations: and the huts throughout the village 
were all too dark ; I contrived therefore to make ufe of a tamarind-tree in the middle of 
the garden, which belonged to my hut, and was planted with fine orange, citron, 
papaws, and other fruit-trees. I made an inclofure of ftraw under its verdant foliage, 
which, befides affording me a cool retreat, invited the feathered chorifters to warble 
out their notes. In ftiort, it was a real cabinet of natural philofophy, and I queftion 
whether fo rural a one was ever feen before. For my part the memory thereof is ftill 
dear to me, becaufe of the knowledge I thereby acquired of an infinite multitude of 
new and curious plants, the growth of this country, which is doubtlefs one of the 
fineft fpots of all Africa. 

The foil is rich and deep, and amazingly fertile : it produces fpontaneoufly and 
altnoft without cultivation, all the necefiarics of life, as grain, fruits, legumes, and 
roots. On the high and fomewhat drier grounds you fee guavas, acajous, two forts 
of papaws with orange and citron trees of exquifite beauty : I tneafured fome myfelf 
that were above five and twenty feet high, and a foot and a half the diameter of the 
trunk. The roots of manioc, igname, and batatee multiply greatly in open places. The 
black and moiff clays are taken up with forefts of bananas, at the feet of which both 
pepper and ginger grow. Every thing matures fo perfection, and is excellent in its 
kind. They likewife make a great deal of date-wine, which is very delicious. 

The pepper of this place is not the fame as that of India. It is a round berry about 
the bignefs of a hemp-feed, which ripens to a red colour, and has a fweetilh tafte. It 
contains a feed of the fhape and bignefs of a grain of cabbage, but very hard, and in 
tafte like aromatic pepper, which has an agreeable poignancy. This fruit grows in 
fmall bunches on a flirub three or four feet high, whofe thin fupple branches are fur- 
niftied with oval leaves, pointed at the ends, very greafy, and pretty much like thofe 
of the privet or prime print. 

Rice is altnoft the only grain fown at Gambia in the lands overflown by the rains 
of the high feafon. The negroes cut all thefe lands with fmall caufeys which with-hold 
the waters in fuch a manner, that their rice is always moiftened. They had got in their, 
crop long before my arrival; ib that the rice fields in the month of February were a fort 
of drained moraffes, on which grew a few wild herbs. Every night we faw Alining flies 
which flew on all fides; and, wherever they paffed, they diffufed a light fimilar to that 
of twinkling ftars. I walked there feveral times at night fall, and perceived that they 
caineout of crevices or gaps formed in that marfhy foil when dried by the fun, and in 
which they had made their nefts. I obferved alfo, that thofe which had wings, emitted 
light as welt as thofe which had none; contrary to what we fee in France, where the former 
have not this advantage. In fhort, they flew about only for three or four hours at the 
inoft, after which they returned to their holes. I gathered a great number of them, 
which I kept for fome days in fmall phials, where they gave a light fo long as they lived ; 
but it grew dim in proportion as the infe£f drew towards its end. This little creature 
is improperly called a glow-worm or fire-fly; fince it is neither a worm nor fly; but a 
fmall' beetle, of a brown colour, and its body flat and fcaly, like that of other beetles. 
Its wings are covered with two cafes, alfo fcaly, though very foft. The light with which 
it is furnifhed, is lodged only in the three laft rings of its body ; and fome motion muft 
be imprcffed on them, for the light to fliew itfelf outwardly. 
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Leaving the river, we found a rich foil, of red fand, extremely fine, and uncon- 
ceiveably fruitful: this appears by the trees with which it is covered. Here you fee 
thickets impenetrable, not becaufe of the thorns, for there are very few j but by reafon 
the trees Hand fc clofe; among the reft I met with fome wild vines, not unlike the Eu¬ 
ropean. There you behold a foreft of lofty trees, bending under the weight of the 
ciflits’x '* which would be called ivy in America, from the manner in which they faften 
themfelves, afeending and defeending, intertwined with each other, and feeming to 
bend downwards and tofubmit their branches, juft like the tackling of a fhip in regard to 
its yards and malls. It was in thefe fine fields I beheld thofe trees of fuch prodigious 
dimenfions, viz. father Plunder's ceyba’s t which, as I have elfewhere obferved, the 
negroes of Senegal call benten. 

The benten furpaffes all the trees of Senegal in height, as the calabafh-tree furpaffes 
them in thicknefs. There are fome a hundred and ten, and even a hundred and twenty 
feet high, the trunk of which is from eight to ten feet at the moll in diameter, and 
extremely ere ft; between the root and branches, it is fifty or fixty feet, and oftentimes 
more, in length. The ehaniferings or kind of fmall wings, which fometimes grow the 
whole length of the trunk, do not in the Ieaft diminifti the beauty of its white bark, nor 
the boldnefs with which it carries its round fpreading top. It is of this tree the negroes 
make their pirogues, by hollowing its trunk; the wood being very foft, denfe, and ex¬ 
tremely light. Thofe who inhabit the banks of the Gambia being poffefled of the largeft 
bentens, make likewife the largeft pirogues : they have fome from forty to fifty feet long, 
and from four to five feet in breadth, and fomewhat lefs in depth. 

The farobier is another large tree alfo as common as the beaten, but of quite a different 
nfe, becaufe of the hardnefs and weight of the wood. The negroes are very fond of its 
fruit, which is a kind of cod or hufk like that of a French bean, but above a foot in 
length, containing a black flat feed, like large lentils, enveloped in a yellow farinaceous 
fubftance. This fruit frequently ferves them inftead of every other fuftenance, elpe- 
cially when they travel: it is extremely good, and nourifhmg j and taftes much like 
the beft ginger-bread cake. 

At the eaft end of the village of Albreda, I faw a wild fig-tree of an extraordinary 
fhape and fize. It was not very high; but its trunk was about ten feet diameter, 
and cut with fo many chamferings, that it feemed to be compofed of feveral trees, 
whofe trunks joined to each other, moft of them fpreading chiefly more towards the 
roots, where they formed a kind of buttrefs. This trunk was not above fifteen feet 
high, but it was divided into feveral large branches, well covered with leaves, which 
made it very agreeable, as it afforded a moft refrefhing fliade. The inhabitants had 
pitched upon this fpot to build a calde, that is, a public hall. This confifted of a floor 
raifed two or three feet above the earth, and compofed of feveral forked fhoots planted 
near to one another, over which crofs fhoots were laid. The whole was covered with 
hurdles put clofe together, and fome mats over them. This was the place where 
their affemblies were held: here the lazy and the indolent met to finoke and converfe; 
here the newfmongers fat loitering; in a word, here they tranfafted all the affairs and 
concerns of the village. 

It is not at all furprifing that in a moift country there fliould be plenty of frogs: but 
furely I had gieat reafon to be furprifed, not having met as yet with any in all my ex- 
curfions. From Podor to Gambia, which, including the ifie of Senegal, and that of 

* Cereo affiuis feandens planta apliylla; eaule rot undo, articulato, glabro, fucculcnto, faturate, viridi. 
Shan < Jam . voLtt. tab. 2 ^ 4 , Jig. 3 ^ 4 , 

Ceyba viticb folio caudice glabro. Plum. Gen. pug. 42. 
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Goree, with Portudal, and feveral other places where I had been, contains a fpace of 
a hundred and fifty leagues, and a country that I was well acquainted with, I had as 
yet feen none but toads. It was in a well, which had been dug at the weft end of the 
village of Albreda, that I difcovered the firft frogs; and thefe could not get away from 
thence, the borders being raifed fix feet, and cut vertically. Ifaw none except in this 
well, which contained fuch a prodigious multitude of them, that, when they rofe above 
the water, they abfolutely hid the whole furface of it, covering one another over again, 
nearly in the fame manner as tiles are laid on the tops of houfes. Their bodies were 
finaller, but more compafl: than thofe of our European frogs; their colour was green, 
agreeably variegated with black fpots; fo that I looked upon them as a very particular 
fpecies. 

Botany, and every other branch of natural hiftory, had greatly improved under my 
care in this fruitful country ; and I Ihould have confiderably added to my ftore of obfer- 
vations, if I had been permitted to continue there for any time : but the circumftances, 
and difficulties attending a new fettlemenr, prevented my tarrying any longer. I there¬ 
fore fet out on the 12th of March upon my return to Goree, along with the directors 
of that ill and, and of Senegal, who had taken care that I Ihould want for nothing while 
I was at Gambia. 

Our paffage was tedious, fo that we had full leifure to take a very near view of two 
whales, which we had feen already in our firft voyage. They followed us a great deal 
longer in this, and we had the pleafure of feeing the fports and majeftic movements of 
thofe monftrous animals, which amufed us with their company, only when they did 
not come too near our veffel. I reckoned their length to have been about a hundred 
and fifty-five or fixty feet: the part of their back which they held always above water, 
was twelve feet long, and from four to five broad, without reckoning the head, which 
it raifed fometimes lor refpiration, but made no more noife than a horfe, that puffs and 
blows when he is drinking. They did not throw water out of their noftrils, after the 
manner of all blowing whales, which are alfo very common in the tropic feas: in Ihort 
I faw no appearance of fins, on their back. No doubt but a vertebre of fourteen inches 
diameter and eight high, which I had occafion to fee afterwards on the fea ihore, with 
fome ribs upwards of ten feet in length, rauft have formerly belonged to this fpecies of 
whale. Some perhaps will be furprized that I Ihould take notice of thefe animals, when 
I have nothing more particular to fay about them: yet as they are to be found in lati¬ 
tudes where the negroes are neither deftrous nor accuftomed to fifti for them; and as 
there is no probability that there ever will be any feen nearer, or more conveniently than 
thefe were beheld by me ; I thought it my duty to communicate the prefent remarks, 
in order to Ihew how large the whales of the torrid zone are, fuppofing them to he a 
diftinft fort from thofe of the northern climates. 

By day we were diverted with the whales; and by night with the Iuftre of the fea. 
As foon as the fun dipped beneath the horizon, and night overfpread the earth with 
darknefs, the fea lent us its friendly light. While the prow of our veffel ploughed the 
foaming furges, it feemed to fet them all on fire: thus we failed in a luminous inclo*- 
fure, which furrounded us like a large circle of rays, from whence darted in the wake 
of the fh ip a long ftream oflight, which followed us to the file of Goree, where we 
landed the twenty-third of the fame month. 

Jnftead of returning directly to the illand of Senegal, I refolved to flay at Goree, in 
order to complete the observations on plants, and particularly on fhells and other fea 
bodies, which had efcaped me in my two former voyages. It was then the fifti feafon, 
at lead, for fifti of a moderate fize. The fea feemed to be full of the latter : when they 
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happened to be purfued by the large ones, you might fee them in /holes approaching 
towards land; and oftenitimes they ran alhore. Some of thofe {holes were fifty fathoms 
fquare, and the fiflies crowded together in fiich a manner, as to roll upon one another 
without being able to fwim. As foon as the negroes perceive them coming towards 
land, they jump into the water, with a balfeet in one hand to catch the fifli, and fwim 
with the other. It is curious to behold them in this uneafy attitude, penetrating through 
the finny fwarrii; they need only to plunge and to lift up their balkets, and they are 
fure to return loaded with fifli. 

I was prefent at a very extraordinary capture of fifli made the fame month, on the 
coaft of Ben, within a league of the ifland of Goree, by the company belonging to one 
of the French Eaft-India Ihips, which had anchored in the road. They had only a nee 
of about fixty fathoms, which they threw at a venture into the fea ; for they were not 
fo lucky as to efpy any of thofe {holes of fifties : yet they had fuch furprifing fuccefs, 
that the fiiore was covered, the whole length of the net, with the fifli they caught, 
though the net was in a bad condition. I reckoned part of them, and judged, that they 
might in all be upwards of fix thoufand, the leaft of them as large as a fine carp. There 
you might fee pilchards, rock-fifh, mullets or gull fifli of different forts; molebats, 
with other fiflies very little known. The negroes of the neighbouring village took each 
their load, and the {hip’s crew filled their boat till it was ready to fink, leaving the reft 
on the fea fhore. In any other country, fuch a capture of fifli would, without all doubt, 
pafs for a miracle. 

I have already obferved that, in the ifland of Goree, there is a low land called 
Savana. There I lodged in a hut of ftraw, built in a negroe manner: it was new when 
I went into it; but in lefs than a month you might fee through it, I inquired into the 
caufe of this, which I found to be as follows. The earth hereabouts was all filled with 
a fpecies of white ant, called vag-vague, different from that which 1 have elfewhere 
described. This, here, inftead of railing pyramids, continues buried under ground, 
and never makes itfelf known but by fmall cylindrical galleries, of the thicknefs of a 
goofe quill, which it ereCts againft the feveral bodies it defigns to attack. Thefe 
galleries are formed of earth with infinite delicacy of workmanship. The vag-vagues 
make ufe of them, as of covert-ways, to work without being feen: and whatever they 
fallen tbemfelves to, whether it be leather, cloth, linen, books or wood, it is furely 
gnawed and confumed. I ihould have thought myfelf pretty well off, had they only 
attacked the reeds of my hut; but they pierced through a trunk which flood on treftles 
a foot above the ground, and gnawed moft of my books. Even my bed was not fpared, 
and though I took care every evening to beat down the galleries, yet they were frequently 
erected again, in the middle of the night, up to my bolder; and the vag-vagues got 
into the bed, where, after cutting the linen and mattrefs, they came to my flelh and 
bit me moft cruelly. I {hall be excufed from mentioning the fwellings and acute pains 
which followed. Their fize is hardly bigger than that of our large European ants; 
yet they are of fuch a conftitution, that neither frefli nor fait water, nor vinegar, nor any 
other llrong liquors, with which I often covered the floor of my chamber, were able to 
deftroy them j fo that every method 1 took to extirpate the breed proved ineftedlud. 
The infinite havock which thefe inletls make, has fet people upon thinking of diffeient 
contrivances to exterminate them. Among others, Arfenic has been propofed as an 
infallible remedy; but it would not be prudent to advife and much lefs to practife it. 
If fire was not apt to caufe greater mifehief than that arifing from the vag-vagues, it 
would be a cheaper and more effectual remedy $ for we feldom fee thofe infeclsin places 
that have undergone this operation. 

Though 
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Though I fuffered greatly from the hoftilities of the vag-vagues^ yet I mull confefs, they 
contributed to a confiderable number of obfervatious ; and were the caufe of a frequent 
repetition of experiments, which perhaps 1 fhould otherwife have performed but very 
feldom. My room was full of pails of fea water, where I conflandy kept live fifti, 
which in the night time emitted a light, not unlike that of pbofphorus* The mugs fall 
of fhells, and even the fifh that lay dead on the table, gave the fame light. AH thefe 
illuminations put together, and reflected upon different parts of the room, made it 
appear as if it was on fire ; and I muff own, that I was of that opinion the firft time I 
faw this ftrange phaenomenon: for it made the impreflion on me, which it is natural 
far every man to feel in the like cafe. The vag-vagues^ by awaking me fuddenly out 
of my fleep, renewed my fright, much oftener than 1 could have wifhed in the beginning,, 
but my apprehenfion gradually ceafed, by feeing the thing often repeated ; till I at 
length received a pleafure from this extraordinary fight. What was tnoft engaging,, 
each fifh fhewed itfelf plainly to the eye, by the light emitted from its body ; and the 
fame effedt was produced by the {hells and other fea bodies which I had with me ; even 
the pails themfelves looked like a burning farface* This was not all: every day the 
fight was new, becaufe I had new fillies and new {hells to obferve : now it w-as a pilchard, 
now a molebat: one time a purple fifli, another time a periwinkle : one time a polypus,, 
a crab, or a ftar-fifh, that fhewed its luminous rays in the dark: in fliort, I perfectly 
diftinguifbed the fhape of all thofe different fifhes, by rays of light, which darted from 
every part of their bodies ; and, as I could place them in a thoufand different pofitions, 
I had it in my power to give an infinite variety to this beautiful illumination* 

When the vag-vagues obliged me to quit this glittering manficn, and to look for 
relief abroad, the angry ocean presented me with the fame phenomenon in great. The* 
foaming billows feemed to metamorphofe themfelves into mountains of fire, and ex¬ 
hibited to my view a moll amazing fpeftacle, more capable of exciting admiration than 
fear, even in the minds of perfons expofed ro their fury. 

Notwithftanding the fea about the ifland of Goree was molt violently agitated at 
this time, in confluence of the vernal equinox, yet I eroded it very often in a final! 
boat, in going over to the continent. One day I was bound for Cape Bernard, I had 
like to have loft my life. This cape is not above the third part of a league from 
Goree; and this was ihe firft time I thought of landing there* At a diftance it feemed 
to me, as if it formed a creek, fomewhat like a fmall haven ; and I made no doubt, 
but I fliould be able tg get on {bore with all eafe: but the nearer I drew, the more 
difficult I found it ; for the farf ran fo high, that I could fee no Me place to land. 
During this uncertainty, the waves were driving us towards lhore ; when all of a 
fudden I faw my felf environed by a huge furge, which threw the boat upon a rock 
where it overfet ! Luckily I did not Iofe my prefence of mind, notwithftanding this 
difafler; and, as the boat overfet, it {luck to the rock, where it was fupported like 
an arch, under which my two negroes made their efcape. I did not wait for another 
wave to come and fet it right again, and perhaps to overwhelm me, which would 
have inevitably happened : but 1 made ufe of my legs, to get to the farther end of 
the beach, where I walked in the fun to dry my felf, and that was all the baim 
I fuffered* 

Hitherto no difficulty had been able to flop me in my career; yet this accident,, 
together with the feafficknefs with which I was always afflifted, occafioned me to 
make very ferious reflections, on the rifks I underwent, in croiling every day from 
Goree to the continent, on board fo fmall a veffeL M. de Saint Jean, director of the 
ifland, having the greateft regard for me, and even more than I had for myfeif, was 
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defirous to prevent the trouble and danger to which I cxpofed myfelf daily : for which 
reafon he propofed to the mailer of Ben, a ftnall village on the continent, witlim a 
league north of Goree, to entertain me at his houfe, and to procure me all neceflary 
fafe-guards in walking over his lands, or in any other excurlion I fhoulu chufe to make. 
This negroe lord, having a very high affe&ion for the French nation, was overjoyed 
at the opportunity of entertaining a native of that country for fomc months. 1 he 
24th of April, upon arriving at the village, I found a very convenient hut, which he 
had lately built for his oVm ufe. It was furrounded by feveral courts and gardens, 
where he had likewife got a finall but light clofet for me, in fuch a fituation as I had 
dclired on account of my obfervations. Nothing could be more conducive to iny 
purpofe, than the advantageous fituation of the village. On the one fide, the fea fur- 
niflied me with every thing I could wife in regard to fifties and feells; and on the 
other I had plains, a confiderable foreft, and, two leagues further, the mountains of 
Cape Verd. Here I had an ample field for my curiofity, as well concerning plants, 

as every fpecies of animals. . _ 

This is quite a firndy country like the neighbourhood of Senegal; but it forms 
a more riling ground. Befides the fame plants, it produces a great number ot others 
particular to itfelf; and a vaft many acacia; and calabafti trees. Going from Ben to 
Cape Verd, I met upon the road, about half way, with two of the latter ftill larger 
than thofe I had admired in the neighbourhood of the ill and of Senegal. I meafured 
their trunks with a packthread, and found the one to be feventy-four feet, and the 
other feventy-feven in circumference, that is, upwards of five and twenty feet diameter. 
Thefe were the thickeft I ever faw of the kind : and as Africa may boaft of pro¬ 
ducing the largeft of animals, viz. the oftrich and the elephant; fo it may be faid, not 
to degenerate with regard to vegetables, fince it gives birth to calabalh trees, which 
are immenfely larger than any other tree now exifting, at leaft that we know of j 
and probably the largeft: on the terreftrial globe. 

I faw on the branches of thofe trees fame birds nefts, fo vaftly capacious as to 
furprize me as much as the trees themfelves! They were at leaft three feet long, 
and refembled oval bafkets, open below, and confufedly interwoven with very large 
twigs. I had not the pleafure of feeing the birds that built them ; but the people of the 
village allured me, they had pretty much the figure of that kind of eagle which they 
call ntann. To judge of the fize of thofe birds by their nefts, they cannot be much 
inferior to an oftrich. 

The double mountain of Cape Verd was the only land-mark I had, to fleer my courfe 
through this vaft plain j for the fands were tolled fo impetuoufly from one place to another 
by the winds, that it was impoflible to diftinguilh any path or trace whatever: and 
even the eminences, which I met now and then, ferved only to bewilder me and my 
negroes, by being fo uoiform. The only verdure they had upon them, was fome 
ferubs known in India by the name of bois de renetie*. Sometimes I walked through 
fpacious fields, naturally fown with a kind of herb balil, peculiar to the country. 
But what feemed worthy of obfervation to me, was, wherever it grew, it was very 
thick ; and that very rarely any other plants whatever could be feen there, not even 
on thofe fpots that were thinneft fown ; as if the proximity thereof was hurtful to them. 
This herb balil is ligneous and lively: it forms a flirub two feet high, whofe 
Item and leaves are of a reddife green, and diffufe a citron fragrancy, extremely 
pleating. The fands, though toft to and fro every inftant, produced a great 

* DodonKa. Lir.n. hurt. Cliff. 148. Staph ylodendrum foliis lauri anguftis. Plum. tat. pag. 18. 
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many other plants, and efpecially dog-grafs, with which nearly their whole furface 
was covered. 

My moll ufual walk was in the foreft of Krampfane, which flikewife called the foreft 
of palmetto trees, becaufe indeed there is hardly any other to be feen in that neigh- 
bourhood. It begins within half a league of the village of Ben, and extends two 
leagues north-eafl, making a femicircle, and palling within a quarter of a league of a 
ruinous village, called Mabao , fituate on the fea-lhore within a league and a half of 
Ben. Its breadth is, throughout, nearly a quarter of a league. The foil is low, 
and in fome places hollow like a canal, and feems to have been heretofore either a 
bafon overflown by the ocean, or at lead a falt-pan, which in drying up retained a 
black flimy fand, from whence the rain waters imbibe a faline tafte, that prevents their 
being drinkable. I would even venture to affirm that this canal was formerly a 
branch of the inarigot of Kann, whofe communication lias, without all manner of 
doubt, been interrupted by a fand-bank, which the winds have thrown up near 
its mouth. 

From the fide towards Ben, as far as two-thirds of its extent in length, this foreft 
con fills entirely of date-trees, at the entrance of which there are fmali groves of oily 
palms : in the other part you fee only the latter fort. The date-tree of this country is 
wild, and grows without any culture. The Serera negroes of the kingdom of Kaior, 
which includes Cape Verd, call it Kiovkomn ; and the natives of the country of Oualo, 
towards the ifland of Senegal, give it the name of Sor-for. It feldom rifes higher than 
from twenty to thirty feet: its trunk is round and upright, of a dun colour, and fix 
inches at the raoft in diameter. From the top of it there iflues forth a duller of leaves 
from eight to nine feet in length, which extend all round like a parafol, and bend a 
little towards the earth. The bottom part produces an infinite number of llalks like 
that of the middle; but they feldom fiioot fo high as four or five feet. Thefe llalks 
fpread the tree very confiderably, fo that, wherever it naturally grows in forefts, you 
find it difficult to open a pafiage through its prickly leaves. The fruit thereof is 
fhorter than that of the other fort of date-tree; but the pulp is much thicker. It has 
a fugary and agreeable tafte, infinitely fuperior to the very bell dates of the Levant; 
perhaps becaufe it ripens better on the tree. 

The oily palin* is of all others that which lhoots to the greatefl height- Here are 
fome from fixty to eighty feet in the ftalk, without any branches. The trunk is 
outwardly black, equally large through the whole length of it, and from one to two 
feet in diameter. Its head is loaded with leaves pretty much like the date-tree. It 
bears a round fruit the fize of a fmali nut, and covered with a yellow pulp of which they 
make the palm oil. The negroes call it ttr. 

It is from thefe two trees they ex trad the palm wine, which is exactly the colour 
of whey. There are feveral methods of extracting it: the firft practiled by the negroes, 
and which l have often followed, after their example, in regard to the date-tree of the 
foreft of Krampfane, is this : They cut a ftalk a few inches under the crown, and 
leave only fome leaves (landing: then they lay the leaves above the incifion, and 
fallen them with a peg to the tree. The extremity of thofe leaves is folded afterwards 
into a calabafh, or into a fmali earthen pot,' narrow-mouthed, and fufpended fo as not 
to quit the leaves, or to fall. By this method the fap which iflues from the ftalk, 
diftils along the leaves, and is collected together in the earthen pot. 

The fecond method of extrading the palm wine confills in making a round 
hole under the head of the tree, inilead of cutting it; and in introducing into this 

* Palma altiflima, non fpinofa, fru£tu prunifanni minors, racemofo, fpaiTo, Sloan Jam. toI. ii. tab. 215. 
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hole a few folded leaves, which ferve as a gutter or paffage to convey the hquor mto 

the pot or veifel faftened to it. _ 1 . 

Thefe'two methods are eafy to pra&ife in regard to the date-tree, as they only mate 
an incifion in the ftalk, which is not above five feet high- But when they aie oblige 
to extract the wine from a very tall tree, as from the oily palm, there is a great dea 
more difficuliy in the operation. The negroes have an admirable way of doing it. 
They take a girth of the bark of bauhinia, or of the leaves of a palmetto tree, dried 
in the fun, beaten and twifted, the breadth of thrice the thicknefs of one s finger. At 
one end they make an oilet-hole, into which they put a little flick faftened acrofs the 
other end, to ferve as a button. This girth mull be neither too pliant nor too itift, but 
fhould have a fufficient elaflicity to hinder it from giving way too much. It makes a 
fort of circle of two feet and a half diameter ; and, when ftretched by the man s body 
and the tree, it becomes an oval, leaving the diftance of a foot and half between both. 
With this girth, they tie themfelves as it were to the oily palm, and chmb up at nrtt: 
with their feet, then working with their hands and knees, till the part oi the girth 
faftened to the tree becomes lower than that which fupports their reins and thighs, 
and ferves them as a feat to reft upon : then they draw near tne tree, in order to rane 
the oppofite end, which is foon after brought down below the part that fu(tains their 
reins, which have been raifed by working with the feet and knees. The gii th cannot 
flip, becaufe it is always very tight between the man and the mink, and the latter 
is moreover very rough. In this manner they foon get to thi top: there they fit on 
their girth, and, enjoying the liberty of their arms, they fil'd cut the bottom of thofe 
fruits which they think are ripe *, then fattening them to calaballies, they fill thele with 
wine, and let them down by a card : for they never forget, in going up, to carry 
with them a bandolier, containing every thing requifite for this kind of work; fiich as 
a cord, a knife, and empty calabafhes, to fupply the place of thofe which they have 
filled with liquor. "When they want to come down, they go a contrary way to work, 
to what they did in climbing up; that is, they loiter the girth from time to time 
inftead of railing it. Their quicknefs and refolution in this toilfome talk, fliew plainly 
how fupple and dextrous they mull be: for it is never mentioned that any accident 
has happened them ; and they have nothing to fear but the breaking of the girth. 

This kind of vintage mud coft the negroes very little trouble, fince their wine is 
fo cheap, that you have above forty pints upon the ipot for ten fous, and very often 
for half that price. It is not all made at the fame time, according to the cuftom of 
making wine of the juice of the grape in temperate countries. The trees furnilh daily 
but a i’mall quantity of this liquor; and they are obliged to confume it direftly, becaufe 
it foon grows four. The negroes do not drink it till twenty-four hours after it is 
drawn, that is, till it has fermented enough to ftimulate the palate agreeably. It is 
drinkable till the third day, but then it grows heady, and there is danger in being 
intoxicated with it. After that time it turns into bad vinegar, which foon contracts 
an abominable fmell. For my part, and it will be ever the fame with fuch as defire 
rather delicacy than ftrength in wine, I always obferved that it is delicious when new; 
■ and the newer the better : I have drunk of it a hundred times out of the calabafhes 
faftened to the trees, and I never found it better than immediately after it is firft 
extrafted: then it has every good quality; which cannot be expected twelve hours 
after. It has as fweet a tafte as is requifite, heightened oftentimes with a light tartnefs, 
extremely grateful to the palate. In fhort, the only fault we can reproach this liquor 
with, is that it will not keep for exportation to our part of the world, where it would 
be much more efteemed than in its native foil. I mull own notwithftanding that, as 
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pleating as this wine may be, yet it has not the good qualities of the juice of the 
grape. In what condition foever it may be when you drink it, fweet or four, there 
is always a corrofive quality in it; at leaft I have reafon to pafs this judgment .upon it, 
after having made it my only drink during the fifteen days that I ftaid at Ben. For, 
fo long as it continues fweet, it is not dangerous, whatever quantity you drink of it: 
and perhaps I was more afle&ed with its corrofive quality, becaufe I had not been 
ufed to any fort of wine. 

Among the prodigious multitude of palmettos with which the fared of Krampfane 
abounded, 1 law a great many fcarce trees and plants. There were two fpecies of 
tabertuzmontana , which I diftinguilhed by tlffe beauty of their foliage, of a lively bright 
green : there was likewife a new fpecies of bignoma, remarkable for the bulk of its 
flowers and the Angularity of its fruit, which hung like large cucumbers at the end 
of its branches. Near the village of Mbao y I found the pepper plant of ^Ethiopia, 
that aromatic tree, which the French who are fettled at Senegal diftinguifli by the name 
of maniguette. Towards the extremity of the forell, I faw feveral fpecies of anonas or 
eorofoliers, the largeft of which were in the woods, the middling ones on the hills, and 
the fmalleft in the plains expoled to the fun, molt of them loaded with excellent fruit. 
Following the fea-coalt from Mbao as far as Rufilk, which is a confiderable village two 
leagues and a half from thence, I walked on fands all covered with fophora *, and with 
the Guinea aloe f, of which the negroes in that neighbourhood make very good ropes, 
not fo apt to rot in the water. 

From the ifle of Goree to Rufilk they reckon three leagues in a direct line. This 
voyage I had made by fea: but it is very difficult to land at the village, efpeeially 
when the Tea runs high, becaufe the coalt is low, and full of Iharp rocks. When you 
come to anchor oppofite the place, you have a molt agreeable profpeft: the fituaiion 
upon a hill planted with trees; the little rivulet whofe brackilh waters wind to the right, 
and form a peninfula ; the forell with jferpetual verdure, riling behind you in the form 
of an amphitheatre, conftiture altogether a moll delightful landfcape, hardly to be 
matched in any other part of the world. 

The negroes hereabouts feem to me to be very indultrious : fome of them were bufy 
in beating the leaves of the Guinea aloe, to get out the hemp; others were twilling it, 
and making filhing lines and nets ; others in fine were employed in framing bows and 
arrows for the chace. After viliting all the houfesin Rufilk, I was very much furprized 
upon entering as it were into a fecond village : this was a duller of huts not quite fo 
large as the others, covered with land, and like fo many raaufoleums or tombs eretted 
over the dead bodies, that had been interred there, according to the cuftom eltablilhed 
among the feveral clans of the Serera nation. 

I had never «s yet met with any attack from the negroes till the 4th of May, when 
walking along the fea-fide from Rufilk to Ben, which is above three leagues from thence, 
I was purfued by a Serera negro, who, rulhing out of the neighbouring woods, Ihot his 
poifoned arrows againil me and my negro fervant. I was above two hundred paces 
before him ; befides, I was a very good walker, and ufed to thofe fatiguing lands, into 
which a perfon often finks up to the calf of his leg. I therefore went on, but doubled 
my pace, without putting myfelf out of breath, or feeming to mind the menacing 
figns, by which he hoped to intimidate me and oblige me to flop ; for I had another 

• Sophora tomentofa, foliis fubrotundis, Linn. FI. Zeyl. 163. 

Aloe Guineenfis, radice geniculata, Foliis eviridi Jir atro undulatim jariegati*. Comm. hort. Amjl. 
vol. ii. pag. 39. tab. 20. 
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refource in my gun, fuppofe he had come within reach. Doubtlefs this was one of thofe 
Serera favages, who are united under the form of a petty republic within ten leagues 
from tlvence j and he was come out of his own country in quell of plunder. Nothing 
could have tempted him but my gun; and, had he been more alert and crafty, he would 
not certainly have fpared my life to come at it. This manner of attacking is very com¬ 
mon with a race of Moors called Azounas , who follow no other profeflion than that 
of lying in ambulh behind a tree, either with a gun or a bow, in order to flioot a perfon 
" whom they want to rob of his arms. The like accident had happened to me in my 
fecond voyage to Podor; but the Moor whom I efpied, looked feveral times before he 
would attack me; and Teemed greatly difconcerted, when he perceived that I was upon 
my guard, and aimed my piece at him. 

As foon as I was out of danger from the Serera ravage, I had all the pleafure in 
the world in walking along a very white fhore, where die fea continually throws 
up an infinite number of Ihells. There I beheld two fpecies of what we call the concha 
Perfica *, which is the largeft upon the coafl:: the fifh it contains weighs fometimes five 
or fix pounds. The negroes broil and preferve it for times of famine, when they havere- 
courfe to this meat, which is tough and infipid, yet a great relief in cafe of urgent want. 
There was alfo plenty of cockles f, and tonnes^ and a vafl number of bivalvous ihells, 
particularly what we call the concha mucronata §. 

As often as 1 went to the foreft of Krampfane, I took different and round-abou 
ways. Sometimes 1 directed my fteps along the fea-fide, and found the fpartium ||t 
and the ketmia with leaves like thofe of a linden tree, on the banks of the man got of 
Kami: I likewife met with the xlmenia the rimbot, the fagar a, and fome acacias 
or thorny plants upon hills. At other times 1 traverfed the ferule fields, which were 
filled with a fmall Jpecies of anonas, and feveral of thofe citron trees, called toll by the 
negroes. Their fruit refembles very much that of the manguier of India, and has both 
the figure and talle of a citron. There was no want of game in thofe parts : there was 
likewife a great number of antelopes, and of a fmall fpecies of hinds**, hardly as big as 
a hare. The latter ftarted as it were, wherever I trod: one of my negroes happened 
twice to dart his haflagaye at them, and twice he hit his aim : he affined me that he never 
courfed this animal any other way. The haflagaye is a kind of fpear feven or eight 
feet long, with a piece of iron at the end of it like a pike. This is the weapon which 
the negroes moll commonly ufe; and they dart it with their hand. My negro threw 
liis -with great force and dexterity ; and l learnt a few lefions of him, which gave me 
great pleafure. / 

My time was divided among plants, animals, and (hells but the latter occupied'me 
as much as all- the reft. I availed myfeif of the opportunity of being in a country, 
where they are in great plenty. The rocks of Cape Bernard and Cape Manuel, oppofite 
the ifiand of Goree, furnilhed me with a vaft number of very beautiful Ihells, fuch as 
the purple filh, the largeft fpecies of ftar-filh ; and feveral foil fifties, as fea hares, cut- 
tie fiih, and polypus. Among the fands of the creek of Ben, I met with fome cockles 

* See the natural liiftorj of univalve jhclh, fyectM S.‘ plate 3. fig. 1 and 2 . 
f 9. plat. 4, fig* 5= FavcL 

£ Ibid, of concha aper nihil* % /pecks 2. plat, y. fig. 5, Tefan . 

§ Ibid* of bivalvous Jhclh t fpecies 6 , plat,18, fig, 2. Koman * 

\\ Spartium fcandens, citri foliisj floribus aibis, ad nodoa confertim n&fcentibus* Plum, fat, p, 19, 
Xlmenia aculeata, florevillofo, fru&u luteo, Plum*/pec. pag, 6, 

** Cervus juvencus, perpuflUua Guineenfis* Sda, voL ip. 70, ubr 43* fig* j, a, and 3. 
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and hohthuria. Sometimes I entered the water up to my knees, to extra£b the (hells 
hidden under the fand, while the negroes went further out to fill]. They are accuf- 
tomed to catch them in this fpot with the haffagaye, wading through the water up to 
the waift, and oftentimes deeper. When they perceive the tunny, the capitainc, the fore 
mullet, or foine fuch large filh, they dart their haffagaye with a ‘marvellous dexterity, 
and feldom mifs their aim. This bay fupplies them likewife with a multitude of mid¬ 
dling filh, which they catch with nets. They fplit them in two, and lay them before 
the fun to dry, and then they fell, them to the Moors; thefe in exchange fupply them 
with millet, which is wanting in their country. 

Thefe filhes procured me an obfervation, which would not perhaps have offered itfelf 
elfewheve. As the negroes leave them ro dry on the top of their huts, the lions, tygers 
and wolves, which incelfantly roam in the neighbourhood, are frequently enticed, by 
the fight and fmell thereof, into the village: and then woe be to the children, or even 
to the men that are found abroad. One night a lion and a wolf happened to enter, 
both together, into the yard belonging to the hut where I lay : they raifed alternately 
their fore feet up to rhe roof, which I could eafily hear them do, and they carried off 
their provifion. The next day we were certain, by the imprelfion of their feet, which 
was ftrongly marked in the fand, that they came together ; and we difcovered the place 
from whence they had taken the two filhes; and no doubt but each of them feized his prey. 
This was very moderate for two fuch voracious animals ; but indeed they had not pitched 
upon the fmalleft. I know not whether this remark was ever made before, that the lion 
and the wolf prowl together ; yet it is not an uncommon thing ; there are daily inftances 
of it in thofe parts ; almoft every night the wolf is heard to howl clofe by the lion. 
The fame thing I have obferved, myfelf, a hundred times, in my excurlions up the Niger;, 
and I am perfectly lure, that the wolf frequently alfociates with the lion, without having 
any apprehenfion of danger. Not that the fize of the African wolf, which is much 
fuperior to that of the European, makes any imprelfion on the lion; but the reafon is, 
he is no way tempted by the wolf’s flelh. And what confirms mein this opinion, is, that 
I never obferved, that the two lions which were brought up in the village of Senegal,, 
ever attacked the dogs that were expofed to them, or that fell in their way, when they 
were unchained; whereas they darted inllantly upon the firft horfe, or the firft child 
they happened to meet. 

A few days after this vifit from the lion and the wolf, we received another from a 
tigrefs, which came to the fame hut along with her young one, and likewife carried 
off two fillies. There need only thefe two inltances to Ihew how lazy and indifferent 
are the negroes, in regard to the damage thefe animals do them, and the danger to 
which their own perfons are continually expofed. When one alks them for what reafon 
they do not either chace away thofe animals, or withdraw their filh at leaf! in the 
night; they are fatisfied with anfwering, that all the world mull live, and that it would 
be a greater flavery for them to lock up their filh every night than to catch them,. 
And indeed we mull own that the filhery on this ccaft is carried on with amazing 
facility. 

Their lands lie entirely Uncultivated ; either, becaufe the fands are too ungrateful, 
or becaufe, being accultomed to the fifhing trade, which colls them lefs trouble, they 
neglect all agriculture, and rely on the Moors for every fort of neceffaries. Thel'e 
people were here at that time, and had brought their baggage and provifious with them, 
not loaded upon oxen and camels ; as I had feen before to the north of the Niger, but 
only on affes, of which they had great plenty. With difficulty did I know this animal, 
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he had fa fine a coat and looked fo handfome in comparifon to thofe of Europe j 
which I believe neverthelefs would make as good a figure, if the drudgery they are 
put to, did not greatly contribute to deform them. The hair of the Moorifli afles 
was of a fine bright moufe colour, over which the black leather thong which is 
laid along their backs, and afterwards croffes over their fhoulders, has a very good 
efteft. Thefe animals are foniewhat larger than ours, but they have likewife fomt thing 
in the make of their heads, that diftinguifhes them from a horfe, and efpecially from 
a Barbary horfe, which is the natural growth of the country, like themfelves, but of a 
larger fize. 

I had forae time before fpent a few days among the negroes; but I never made fuch 
a long flay with them as at prefent by myfelf, and remote from any communication 
with my own countrymen. Then it was, that 1 had an opportunity of being perfectly 
acquainted with their character, cufloms, and manner of living : I was even prefent 
once at their ceremony of marriage; but this would make me digrefs too far from my 
fubjetS ; 1 fliall only obferve that in general they are very humane and hofpitable. 

The ninth of May, I returned from Ben to Goree, from whence I let out the 10th 
of the enfuing month for the ifland of Senegal. I arrived the 15th at the bar, where 
I was obliged to wait for wind four whole days. The reader may judge, what uneafi- 
nefs 1 mull have fuffered in a fmall veffel, tolled to and fro by the rolling billows. 
There I had leifure to confider the furprifing effect, of the waves off the bar, and to 
direct my eye all round me, without perceiving any thing elfe but dazzling fands on 
one fide, and the liquid main on the other. . True it is, that this famenefs of profpeCt 
was varied a little, by feeing the pirogues of the negro fifhermen, who bravely ven¬ 
tured over the bar, to bring us provifions on board. Though the fea runs very high 
upon the coaft, yet there is a great deal of fifh in the road. Our failors catched abun¬ 
dance with their line, efpecially a fort of fea truth, which is very common in that fea. 
This fifh is very ready to bite» and, as foon as it has laid hold of the hook, it is plea- 
fant to fee what jerks and leaps it makes to get free ; to fuch a degree, that it inverts 
its ftomach, which you fee iffuing out of its mouth in the fhape of a carp’s bladder: 
thefe ftrugglings are alfo attended with a hollow rumbling noife, which has given it the 
name of grondin, or grumbler, whereby it is known on this coaft. 

A wefterly wind refeued me from this wretched fituation, and carried me over the 
bar to the ifland of Senegal the 20th of June, 1 ftood in great need of repofe, after 
the fatigues I had undergone in my voyage, from which I fuffered much more than I 
fliould nave done from a long fit of illneis. Every body knows, that the fea ficknefs 
is a kind of weaknefs or faintnefs, which caufeth a naufeoufnefs and vomiting, more or 
lefs, according to the difference of conftitutions expofed to that element. Some people 
are never feizeffwith it: others feel the effects of it but the firft day or two, and then 
it leaves behind it a certain dizzinefs; others are never feized with this diforder, except 
when the lea is very much agitated, and the motion of the fliip becomes extremely 
violent: othefs, in fliorr, and of this number was I, are troubled with it the whole 
time they are at fea, in lhort voyages even of two hours, as well as in long ones; in 
calms as well as in ftortny weather. Robuft and feeble conftitutions are attacked with 
it all the fame : there are only fome particular habits of body, thofe of children for 
example, and. perfons weakened by ficknefs, and a few others in health, that are 
exempt from it. But of the latter, why fome fhould be fubje£t to, and others free 
from this illnefs, is not yet known. The general utility that would refidt from this 
knowledge, which, in fo learned an age, might pafs for a real difeovery, deferves the 
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SLttention of the gentlemen of the faculty *, who have occafion to perform a voyage by 
fea, or an opportunity of making thefe experiments. If once the caufe of this malady 
were known* fome fafe prefervadve might be found out* which would render this 
element acceflible to perfons, who, with abilities and the bed difpofitkm in the world 
for fea voyages, are often difcouraged merely by this obftru&ion. 

To fuch a degree had this complaint (which does not however meet with its due 
degree of pity} ruined and difordered my ftomach, that, upon my arrival at the ifland 
of Senegal, I faw no other way to re-eftablilh my health, than by fixing my abode 
there, and renouncing all fea voyages, with a firm refolution not to go to fea again, 
till my return to France, Befides, I had reafon to be fatisfied with the voyages I had 
already made, as they had turned outfo greatly to the advancement of natural hiftory, 
fo far as it regards the fouthern parts of our fetdement; and the neighbourhood of the 
ifland of Senegal, and the Niger, was likely to furnifh me with many obfervations in 
phyfics and natural hiftory, which had efcaped me before, I ft aid therefore on this 
fpot fome years longer, during which time, befides thefe remarks, I had leifure to draw 
a few topographical charts, by which I defigned to fteer my courfe in my little voyages* 
In the fequel of this narrative* I fhall only take notice of the moft remarkable occur¬ 
rences in thofe excurfionsin the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal, 

I had been long defirous of making a vifit to the village of Kionk, which is in the 
Wood Ifland, within a league north of the ifland of Senegal, Thither at length I went 
the fourth of September in a ftiallop*, but I was not fortunate in my return, for, when 
we were in the middle of the river, a violent eaft-wind arofe, wfcych warned us to 
make the beft of our way to land, in order to avoid the impending ftormu And 
indeed, I had hardly crofted the point of the Wood Ifland , when the tempeft burfh As 
it was impoffiblefor me to reach the fliore, make what hafte I would, and the danger 
was imminent, I immediately made for the fand-bank, which joins this point to the 
ifland of Senegal, The negroes belonging to a pirogue, which had been alfo catched 
in the ftonn, leaped into the water up to their waift on this very fand-bank, and up¬ 
held it againft the violence of the waves, which had overwhelmed it in the beginning; 
their example was followed by the fix negroes belonging to my fhallop, and by ten 
other men and women paflengers, who jumped immediately into the water, and dividing 
themfelves all round the boat, fupported it againft the raging elements. This was the 
fureft way to hinder it from being overfet, or thrown upon the bank, where it would 
have been infallibly broke to pieces \ and we had reafon to be afraid of one or other 
'of thofe accidents, the bed of the Niger being confiderably widened in this fpot by the 
junction of its two branches, which forma kind of lake, of fo fpacious an extent, as 
to be open on every fide to raving tempefts. The prefent weather might really 
deferve that name, the wind and rain being attended with fiafhes of lightning and loud 
claps of thunder. Notwithftanding that the negroes were fo careful as to uphold my 

* To ferve the gentlemen of the faculty* who may chance to fet about an inquiry into the caufe of this 
difordcr, I ihall infert here a few more remarks which I have made on this fubje^t. 1, Thofe who were 
frek during the whole voyage* the firft time they embarked on board a middling fhtp of 500 tons, did not 
feel a dizzifids or head-ache, till after four hours were expired; the vomiting did not come on till the 
feventh hour, and continued the whole time of the voyage* which was two months, 2. When I did not 
ftay long enough at fea to be troubled with a vomiting, it feized me an hour or two after I went on Ihore, 
wheiher I had eaten or not at my landing. 3. It very rarely happens that a fea ficknefs produceth a fever $ 
it only diforders the ftomach, without taking away the appetite. 4. I obferved that more women by far 
than men, efcaped this illnefs ; and more of thofe who are fliort-lighted than otherwife, 5. Finally, I took 
notice, that thofe who have been moft afflicted with this complaint at fea* have always much better health 
on ihore, than fuch as feemed to be the moft vigorous and hearty at fea, 
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boat, yet this did not hinder it from making a foot and a half of water, partly with 
what fell from the heavens, and partly with the waves, which fometimes inwrapped it 
in the form of a flieet, in which I was alfb enveloped. Befides, 1 was wafhed, and, 
as it were, fcowered by the rain, which the wind impelled againft me with the uttnoft 
violence; and it came fo very quick upon me, as almoft to take away my breath, 
though I had flickered myfelf under one of the failor’s cloaks. Thus the boifterous 
elements drove my negroes and the boat with fuch force, that I began to bs afraid both 
for them and for myfelf. Yet they did not let go their hold ; their courage fupported 
them upwards of two hours, and preferved us from ruin. 

This whirlwind began at thi'ee o’clock in the afternoon, but did not afford matter of 
obfervation, till towards the end. The wind ceafing about five, gave us an opportunity 
to freer to the north point of the iiland of Senegal. This was the neareft land, and I 
was in a hurry to reach it, in order to dry myfelf as foon as poffible ; for the boat was 
frill half full of water, notwithftanding the pains the ten paffengers had taken to empty 
it, as fa ft as the waves broke over it, which was almoft every inftant. While we were 
advancing with our oars, there appeared a phenomenon, which I had never feen 
before fo near ; and I do not remember, that any writer has ever mentioned it. This 
was a kind of ball, like unto a column of frnoke, that turned round upon itfelf; it 
was from ten to twelve feet broad, and about two hundred and fifty in height; itsbafe 
was upon the water, and an eafterly wind was wafting it towards us. As foon as the 
negroes faw it, they rowed as hard as they could to avoid it. They were better ac¬ 
quainted than I with the danger to which we muft have been expofed, had this whirl¬ 
wind burft over us; its ufual cffe£t being to ftifte thofe it envelopes, with heat, and 
fometimes to fet fome of their houfes on fire; and they knew feveral inftaaces of 
people who had loft their lives by the like accident. They were fo fortunate as to 
leave this dangerous phenomenon upwards of eighteen fathoms behind the fliallop; and 
they congratulated each other upon having fo luckily efcaped a torrent of fire, which 
by day-light appeared only as a thick frnoke. The heat thereof, though at the diftance of 
above a hundred feet, was very ftrong, fo as to make my clothes frnoke, though it had 
not time to dry them. The atmofpliere, had then 25 degrees of heat j and I believe 
that the column of frnoke muft at leaf! have had fifty, to render the humidity fenfible 
to us. It left behind it a very ftrong fmell, more nitrous than fulphureous, which 
annoyed us a long time, and the firft impreffion was made by a light ftimulation in 
the noftrils. This occafioned fome to fneeze, but in me it produced a heavinefs and 
difficulty of refpiration. 

In the month of March, in the year 1751, I began to take the plan of the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the iiland of Senegal. The eighth, I fet out in my pirogue ^ with my 
two cubalots, (the name ufually given to the negro fifhermen) intending to make a 
tour round the ifland of Sor by water, as I was well acquainted with the inland parts. 
I therefore went up the Niger, keeping clofe along the ifland up to its northern point, 
in order to enter the marigot of Kantai, which walhes its eaftern fhore, and to trace 
its courfe. As foon as I entered it, I thought myfelf rather in a fifli-pond, than in a 
river from fifteen to twenty fathoms broad; fo greatly did it abound with fifh. It was a 
pleafure to fail along a ftream as tranfparent and fmooth as glafs, while the banks 
were planted with very high mangroves, which afforded a verdant fliade above the 
fpace of a league. The fifh bounced and leaped on every fide of us; but what was 
moft extraordinary, wherever we paffed, fome of them were continually leaping into 
the boat. The largeft, as the beft jumpers, paffed over us ; but ahnoft all the middling 
ones fell in. As their motions in whirling about did not feem natural or voluntary, I 
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examined into them, in order to difcover their caufe ; and I found, moil of them had 
received the impreffion of teeth on fome parts of their bodies ; from whence I con¬ 
cluded, that they had been purfued by the larger fifh that wanted to prey upon them* 
For two hours that l kept failing along this marigot^ I reckoned two hundred and thirty 
fiflies called carpets *, which were catched in this manner without any other artifice* 
This was a moderate fifhing to my Negroes ; as they were cubalots , that is, fifhermen 
by trade, they did not feem to be much furprized at it: nay, they told me, that when they 
fifhed for the large fifh with the line or rod, they let their pirogue go down die cur¬ 
rent of thefe little rivers, and frequently depended more on the fmall fifh that were 
taken in this manner, than on the chance of the large ones. 

Never had cormorants, duckers, and falcon-fifhers, finer fport ; and indeed all the 
mangroves were covered with them. The falcomfifher, which the jaloffs call by the 
name of nguiarkol, and the French by that of nanette , is a bird about the bignefs of 
a goofe, with brown feathers, except the head, neck, bread, and tail, which are a 
beautiful white. It has a flrong hooked bill like an eagle, with (harp talons, incur- 
vated in a femicircular form, which it ufes mofl dexterously in fifhing. It generally 
perches on trees near the water ; where, as foon as it fees a fifh draw near the furface, 
it darts upon and feizes it with its talons. I killed one of them, which made my 
negroes look upon me with a very bad eye, becaufe they fear and reverence this bird; 
they even carry their fuperffition fo far, as to place it among the number of their 
marabous , that is, of their priefts, whom they look upon as perfons facred and divine- 
Yet they were appealed, when they faw, I had got them a fifli of above four pounds* 
which this pretended marabou had carried to the bank of the river, in order to feaft upon it. 

There happened to me another adventure, of much the fame nature, on the 22d 
of April, at the village of Sor. I was fitting on a mat in the middle of a court yard, 
with the governor of the village, and his whole family; when a viper of the mif- 
chievous kind, after winding round the company, was drawing near to me. This 
familiarity I did not at all relifh; and, to prevent any accident, I thought proper to 
kill it direftly, with a ftick I had in my hand. Inftantly, the whole company ftarting 
up, made loud outcries, as if I had committed murder ; and they all flew away, fo 
that the place was foon defer ted. As the affair grew ferious, and the report thereof 
was fpread over the village, I laid hold of this opportunity, now that I was by myfelf, 
to put the viper into my handkerchief, and to hide it in my waiftcoat pocket. This 
was the befl method to make fare of this animal, which is fo difficult to be had in that 
country; and at the fame time the way to calm their minds, by removing it out of 
fight. I was not very fafe upon that fpot; and, perhaps they would have done me 
fome mifehief; but the matter of the village, a man of good fenfe, in whofe houfe 
this whole affair had palled, foon refle&ed that both his honour and intereft called upon 
him to quiet the tumult, and to filence the report. This he did effectually by means 
of his authority as governor; though his prudent conduit, and his character as marabou $ 
were of no final! ailiftance to him. This fpecimen fhews how zealoufiy the negroes 
are attached to their religion, and to their fuperftitious obfervances. They do not look 
upon ferpents as deities, yet they refpeft them enough not to kill them : they let them 
grow and multiply in their huts, though thefe animals frequently eat their chickens, 
and dare to lie, as it were, with themfelves* True it is, they feldom hurt any body ; 
they muft be either attacked, or wounded, or trod upon, before they will be pro# 
voked to bite. 
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The 7th of May, I fell down the Niger, in order to vifit the marigol of Del, 
which is not very far from its mouth. The wind was favourable; and my negroes, 
to avoid the trouble of rowing, put up their fail. A pirogue only thirty feet in length 
could not want a very large fail; and indeed they were not much at a lofs to find one. 

A negro erected a pole of about ten feet, in the fore part of the boat, and then fet another 
fmall one acrofs the top ofit, whereon he hung his paan. Thefe paar.s are very ufeful: their 
iliape is fuch, that you may occafionatly make them ferve for a fail, a Iheet, a bed covering, 
a cloak, a petticoat, or a fafli. I cannot compare the figure of this fail to any thing better 
than that of a banner or flandard, with the two lower ends fattened to each fide of 
the pirogue. The negro who was upon the poop, fleered with his paddle j while the / 
other managed the fail, and turned it to the wind. With this feeble aid, I advanced 
near two leagues in lefs than an hour s time, and arrived at the entrance of the marigot 
of Del. Juft where it difcharges itfelf into the Niger, it is flopped up by a bar of fand, 
where the river is fometimes fo rough, when a north wind blows, as to binder the 
large pirogues from entering. My people concerted their matters fo well, that they 
got over the difficulty, and, after conducting me through all the windings of the 
marigot, they landed me at the village of Del, which was built on the extremity of a 
bank of ffiells, that extended near a league to the northward. It appeared remarkable, 
that this bank was entirely bare to the furface, and that all the fhells were of one 
fpecies of oytters, which had heretofore lived on the mangroves of the neighbouring 
marigois, in the fame manner as I had obferved of thefe in the river Gambia. 

The fea had brought into the Niger a prodigious quantity of fea poumons and velettes, 
which upon my return I had leifure to fee floating on the water. The former of 
thofe fifties are known in this country by the name of Flemilh caps, and the latter by 
that ef guleres*. Nothing can bear a nearer refemblance to a bladder filled with air, 
and painted a beautiful red, than the body of the gakre. You can hardly diflinguifh 
any other part of it than a fringe upon the back, and eight fillets under the belly, 
that defcend downwards, to ferve, as it were, for a ballafi to the bladder which floats 
above water, and is tolled to and fro by the winds. This animal, though unfliapen and 
almoll without any fenfible motion, is cauftic to fuch a degree, that, when you touch 
it, you immediately feel a pain as if you were burnt. I took one into my hand to 
make a trial, and held it till I began to feel its effeitt: this appeared externally by a 
little rednefs, followed by a pricking and an inflammation, which did not ceafe till four 
hours after. The pain was communicated to all the tender parts of the body, as to 
the face, and efpecially to the eye-brows, by a very flender contact of the hand inflamed. 

The remarks 1 had made for fome years, with great attention, and with particular 
views, in regard to the heats of the country, appeared to me important enough to be 
enlarged, in fuch a manner as to render them fufceptible of comparifon. I refolved 
therefore to cbferve, during the hotteft days in the year, the degrees marked by 
M. de Reaumur % thermometer, when expofed to the open air; and thofe which a 
fecond inftrument of the like nature would mark, during the fame time, in the fands 
expofed to the fun. M. Andriot , who, befides being extremely well flailed in natural 
philofophy, is a very accurate obferver, was of great aflillance to me on this occafion ; 
for he was fo good as to be at equal trouble with me, whenever I wanted a perfon to 
make experiments in one place correfpondent to thofe I was performing in another. 
Such was the tribute we mutually paid to the friendfliip, which had fo clofely united us 
ever fince our youth. 

* Urtica marina foluta purpurea, oblonga. cirrhis longiflimi*. Shan. Jam. VoL 1 pag. ;r. Tab. 4. Fig. 5. 
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I pitched upon the 4th of July, to make one of thofe important obfervations on 
the ifland of Senegal* The fun was then diftant from our zenith, no more than feven 
degrees north, fo that it might be looked upon as vertical towards noon-day* The 
Savanna which extends weft of the fort St, Lewis* like a great plain* level with the 
neighbouring fea, and expofed to the winds on all fides, efpecially to the weft, which 
blew that day, afforded me the bell place I could defire for my purpofe, becaufe it has 
no Ihelter. A little fand-hill about four feet high* that ftood very conveniently in the 
middle of the plain, was the fpot on which 1 fet an exact thermometer before the fun, 
fixing the ball in the fand. I placed it towards ten o'clock in the morning, and there 
it ftaid till three in the afternoon. During this whole time, I obferved the degrees of 
afcenfion in the liquor of the thermometer every five minutes* M. Andriot kept an 
account thereof, under a fmall ftied of ft raw, whither I retired from time to time, to 
(kreen myfelf from the rays of the fun, which made my head very dizzy* He ftaid to 
watch this inftrumenr, and to make his obl'ervarious, while I went to the fort, in order 
to confult another thermometer, which I held continually fufpended in the open air, 
in the fhade eighteen feet from the ground, to avoid the reflection of heat. This 
marked 30 degrees for the heat of the open air, in the coldeft exposition of the ijland, 
while the other marked the heat of the fand at Go degrees 4* I had put three eggs 
into the ground, and covered them with fand, where I left them about three hours, 
in order to know for certain what effeft this heat would produce upon them: I per¬ 
ceived they were not hard, hut the white (luck a little round the (hell j and they were 
fit for eating: accordingly we dined upon them, and found them very good. There is 
reafon to believe that, if the tube of the thermometer had been long enough to give 
more room for the liquor to play, it would have afeended a great deal higher than 60 
degrees as I perceived afterwards, upon repeating thefe obfervations with other 
thermometers graduated up to boiling water, I fliall not defcant any further on thefe 
experiments * ic will fuffice at prefent to have only hinted at them, as I intend to enter 
into a more minute detail* in my treatife of cbfervations on natural hi (lory. 

The ninth of September, there arofe in the night a violent eaft wind, which brought 
on a very heavy, rain, attended with fuch quick flafhes of lightning, that they feemed 
to be one continued corufeation. The thunder burft at the fame time in two different 
places in the ifland of Senegal * one was the niaft of a veffel; the other the hofpital; 
within two hundred fathoms of one another on the fame bank of the Niger, That 
which fell on the hofpital, did no other harm than breaking two weather-cocks on the 
fame pavillion, knocking a few tiles off the top of the houfe, fplitting feveral of the 
rafters, and burfting three Hones on the floor, where it fpent itfelf on the lime, without 
hurting any of the fick that were very near. There was fomething more remarkable 
in what happened to the mail of the fhip, which was about forty feet high, and 
done all over with pitch and tar. The thunder furrowed it two inches deep, but un¬ 
equally, from one end to the other, without touching the iron work, the tackling, or 
any of the pitched cordage with which it was furrounded ; and it fpent itfelf on the 
quarter'deck, which was covered with a large tarpawling of thick canvafs, alfo done 
over with pitch’and tar. It feems as if the rofin broke the violence of the thunder, 
and diverted it another way. It is well known, that the outfides of thofe veffels are 
well fecured with pitch and tar, fo that their external furface may be confidered as 
one continued lay of rolin. A negro, who had been entrufted with the care of the 
(hip that night, having laid himfelf down to ileep in the back cabin, felt a hidden 
(hock, of which there remained very ftrong impreffions the next day, in every part of 
his body* I leave it to philofopfters, curious about this fort of phenomena, to judge 
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whether there can be a greater analogy between the ordinary effe&s of electricity, and 
thofe produced on this occafion by thunder. 

The waters of the Niger were fo fwelled with this florin of rain, and ruflied on with 
fuch precipitation, that they loofened, four or five leagues from thence, a little flip of land 
which floated along with the flream. The next morning it was feen like another Delos, 
following the current of the Niger, and fleering its courfe towards the fea. Its agree¬ 
able verdure, and the beautiful difpofition of the trees with which it was covered, gave 
it the air of an enchanted ifland, and raifed a defire in the inhabitants of Senegal to get 
it into their poffeffion. Immediately a boat was fent, and overtook it; the failors fattened 
feveral ropes to the trees, and obliged it, in fpite of all the refinance it could make, to 
join the fands of Senegal. The whole village flocked to fee this curious fpeftacle; 
never had they beheld fo delightful an ifland: they all feemed eager to go upon it, but 
were afraid of its roots, which they took for ferpents. 1 meafured it, and found it but 
four fathoms diameter: it was round, and bore only a fpinous fhrub ten feet high, to 
which the negroes give the name of bilkur*. Its roots were extremely clofe and inter- 
twifted one within the other : they held but very little clay together, which the water 
could not wafli away. The wood of this plant is a vail deal lighter than cork : the 
inhabitants of the country make ufe of" it in filhing, when they want to fwim over the 
river, where it happens to be too broad. 

The negroes are all excellent fwimmers; and nothing can be a ftronger proof of this, 
than the intrepidity, with which they expofe themfeives on the bar. The twenty-fifth of 
the fame month, I was on the fea fliore, bulled in observing the height of the equi¬ 
noctial tides, when a French veflel arrived oppofite to the fort of Senegal. The flop's 
boat advanced towards the bar; and there waited till fomebody from Ihore came to 
fee what difpatches it brought. The negro, who was ufed to this bufincls, jumped 
into the water to fetch the letters, though there was a greater fwell than ul’ual, becaufe 
the tides rofe to a higher pitch. To behold the violent agitation of the fea, the billows 
riling above ten feet, and then falling like fo many Iheets of water, with prodigious noife 
and weight, one would never imagine that he could poffibly furmount them: yet he 
palled them all, riding upon the backs of fome, and plunging under others, where he 
feemed to be buried, till at length he happily got on fliore, with the difpatches com¬ 
mitted to his care. Neither is the fea the object molt to be dreaded during this paffage ; 
there are fuch terrible requiem on the bar, that they oftentimes devour the divers. No 
doubt but it was owing to fome accident of this kind, that a negro difappeared this very 
month, and was never more heard of. 

The next day we catched a fifh in the river, that has very little relation to any of 
the known inhabitants of the liquid element. Its body is round, without feales, and 
fmooth as an eel, but much thicker in proportion to its length. The negroes call it 
cuankar , and the French trembleur t or quaker , from the effect it produces, which is not 
a numbnefs like that arifingfrom the cramp-filh, but a very painful trembling in the limbs 
of thofe who touch it. This effect did not appear to differ fenfibly from the elearical 
motion of the Leyden experiment, which I bad felt feveral times: and it is communicated 
in the fame maimer by fimple coma<3, with a flick or iron rod five or fix feet long - 
fo as to make you inftantly drop whatever you hold in your hand. I have tried this 
experiment feveral times, as well as that of eating of this filh, which, though very well 
tailed* is not equally proper for all conftitmions. 

. of Senegal, as I have feveral times obferved, is no more than a naked 

land-bank, which produces but a few herbs, and whofe inefficient and improper to 
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feed the Company's flocks. This has obliged them to look out for a place, where the 
cattle might find pafture, and fecurity again ft the depredations of the Moors and the 
negroes. Thefe advantages are in fome meafure found on a pretty large ill and, called 
Griel, within two leagues north of Senegal. The conveniency of getting to this place 
by means of a fmall river of the fame name, and the agreeable defcription I had heard 
ofit, induced me to take a trip thither for a few days, I fet out the sd of October, 
by the fame canal which is parallel to the principal branch of the Niger, and feparated 
all along from the fea, only by a narrow neck of fand, about a hundred fathoms at 
mod in breadth. It was covered with pelicans, or wide-throats, which moved with 
great Hate, like fwans upon the water. Without doubt, thefe are the larged: birds in 
the country, next to the oftrich. I killed one, whofe \vings, mcafuring from one end 
to the other, were above ten feet wide. Its bill was upwards of a foot and a half long ; 
and the bag, faftened underneath, held near two and twenty pints of water. This bag is 
not only for fi fixing ; but is like a kind of cafting net, which nature hath given thofe birds, 
to facilitate the means' of providing for their wants. It could not be given to any 
animal that knows how to make better ufe of it, for they may be faid to ftfh in per¬ 
fection, They generally fwim in flocks in deep water, and form at frrft a large circle, 
but contract it afterwards, by drawing near to one another gradually, in order to bring 
the fifh along with them, which the motion of their feet has confined within that fpace > 
and as foon as they fee a fufficient number of them together, they plunge their bill wide 
open into the water, and flint it again as quick as a filherman calls and draws his net* 
In order to empty their bag of the water with which it is filled, they only lean their 
bill on one Ode, and open it gently ; then the water runs out, and leaves the Olhes dry, 
which they eat very quietly on fhore. 

When we were within a quarter of a league of the ifland of Griel, we thought we 
faw a beautiful avenue of trees, which prefents itfelf Tideways : their fymmetry would 
even make one imagine, that they were planted on purpofe to form a delightful vifta ; 
yet they were only calabafhes, fown by the hands of nature, and eafily known by their 
make and fize. Except thefe trees, of which there is a great number on this point, and 
a few mangroves, there are hardly any others on the ifland. The meadow is on this 
fame fide, on a red fand-hiil, which is f wn here and there with a few fhmbs, and 
efpeciully with tithymals, whofe white flowers are agreeably intermixed with the lively 
colours of the fuperb Illy* by which they are topped. The relief the ifland is a fmooth 
even plain, the gr^ateit pan of which is laid under water during the rainy feafon : 
it is uncovered in the winter by draining the waters into a fmall rivulet, which feeras to 
form a little ifle in the larger ifland of Grid. This part balances the good qualities of 
the other; for it produces only two forts of plantsf, of which the cattle do not feem 
to be very fond. 

After palling the rivulet that feparates the little ifle from the larger ifland of Griel, I found 
towards the north the village of Douim onareddifli fand, the ground fome what higher 
and furprizingiy fruitful. Proceeding flill further north, I came to the village of Nguiago* 
from whence I perceived, at the diftance of a league to the right, the village of Torkrod, 
which is feparated from thence all the way by a morafs. As this moral's is full of wafer and 
reeds, it abounds with aquatic birds, fuch as curlews, woodcocks, teals, and wild 
ducks. The latter are of a fmall Oze, and a little different from our European 
wild duck : there is fuch plenty or them in this neighbourhood, as to cover 
a very large trad of ground: they fliew themfelves by thoulands, and you kill 
them, as it were, by thoufands. It is not uncommon to fee thirty of them 
drop at one Chot, and oftentimes twice the number. True it is, that thefe 
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lucky fliots are referved for the negroes: for befides their being very good markfinen 
and their making ufe only of thofe large fowling-pieces called buccaneers, and aiming 
at thofe birds only upon level ground and in large plains, they have ftill another advan¬ 
tage over Europeans : they can draw near the game by means of the colour of their 
bodies, which, being black from head to foot, are confounded with the verdure of the 
field ; whereas the white face of the Europeans, or the finalleft bit of a lleeve or neck¬ 
cloth, is perceived afar off by thofe birds, and the Ieaft noife in the world frightens 
them away, before you come within reach of them. 

The negroes of this neighbourhood are obliged to lie on very high beds, in order 
to be flickered from the muiketoes, of which there are great fwarms, efpeciatly in this 
month. Tbefe beds are from five to fix feet fquare, and confift of a double texture of 
flicks laid very clofe together, and fupported by four ports, which are raifed eight or nine 
feet from the ground." They mount this kind of platform by ftep-ladders, fattened to 
two of the ports perpendicularly over one another. 1 his fituation is far from being 
convenient; for it is very difficult to attend thofe ladders, molt of them being out of 
order by frequent mounting; and one’s foot is apt to flip towards that fide which they 
incline to: yet the negroes climb them with great eafe. At fun-fet, the muiketoes iffue 
forth in fwarms, and then the negroes betake themfelves to their platform. There they 
fup and fmoke, and chat for a great part of the night, after which they fleep till day 
in the open air. 1 had never ufed the precaution to take a tent with me ; fo that I 
lay with them and in their manner, that is, almoft naked, the great heat not permitting 
me to wear any fort of garment. The muiketoes indeed were not lb troublefome here 
as under cover; ftill they fucked a good deal of blood, and every morning I had my 
face disfigured with pimples. This, however, did not hinder me from paffing my nights 
very agreeably. 

Befides the amufement I received from the fables, dialogues, and witty ftories, with 
which the negroes entertained each other alternately, according to their cuflom ; I 
was ravifhed with beholding a Iky ever blue and ferene, and befpangled with ftars 
that Ihone forth with the brighteft luftre. Railed on this platform as on a fmalf 
obfervatory, open on all fides, I could eafily accompany thofe luminaries with my eye 
in their common revolution from eaft to weft. Oftentimes, I did not lofe fight of the 
upper edge of the dilk of the fun and of the larger ftars, till they plunged under the 
horizon of the ocean : and it was not uncommon for me, to pay the fame attendance 
upon feme ftars, much below the fecond magnitude j though they could not be dif- 
cerned after their rife, till towards the third or fourth degree of their afeenfion above the 
horizon, byreafon of the vapours, which are more frequent upon land. 

The negroes like wife pointed to me a confiderable number of the ftars, that form 
the chief conftellations, as Leo, Scorpio, Aquile, Pegafus, Orion, Sirius, Procyon, 
Spica, Canopus, befides moft of the planets, wherewith they were well acquainted. Nay, 
they went fo far, as to diftinguilh the fcintillaiions of the ftars, which at that time 
began to be vifible to the eye. It is amazing, that fuch a rude and illiterate people 
fhould reafon fo pertinently in regard to thofe heavenly bodies; for there is no man¬ 
ner of doubt but that, with proper inftniments and a good will, they would become 
excellent aftronomers; by reafon that they live in a climate that enjoys a clear Iky, 
almoft the year round; and, as they l'pend their time out of doors, they have all man¬ 
ner of conveniencies for examining, every moment, into what pafies in the ftarry 
regions. 

A few days after my return to the ifland of Senegal, the north part of the village 
was burnt down to the ground. The reader may eafily imagine what uavock the flames, 
e[pedally when fanned by a very ftrong north-eaft wind, muft have made among a 
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parcel of ftraw huts, that flood extremely clofe to each other, and had been dried by 
the heat of the fun. In vain did the marabous climb on the top of the cottages, and 
fpit into the blaze; in vain did they mumble over their prayers, and aft a thoufand 
ridiculous mummeries ; not one of the huts, over which they performed thofe charms, 
efcaped : neither was the fury of the flames afluaged, till the inhabitants, finding the 
inutility of thofe fuperftitious incantations, bcftirred themfelves with all their might, in 
throwing water and fand to extinguilh the fire. The day following, they endeavoured to 
repair their lofs ; new cottages were raifed on the fame fpot; and in a few days there were 
no veftiges remaining of the damage done by this conflagration. So common are thefe 
accidents in this country, that I remember fome years, wherein not a month, nay fome- 
times not above a week or a fortnight elapfed, witout one hut or another taking fire : 
and fometimes it fpreads with fuch fury, that in the fpace of five years, one half of 
the village of Senegal, extending very near four hundred fathoms, was twice burnt 
down to the ground, in lefs than four and twenty hours. The caufe of thefe misfortunes 
is frequently unknown, for they commonly happen in the day-time, during the moll 
fcorching heats of the fun j and the negroes are fo ufed to them, that they feldom lofe 
either their lives or effects, fo that they expert them continually, without living under 
any great apprehenfion. 

The ifland of Sor is divided into two unequal parts by a fmall marigot , the mouth of 
which is oppofite to the fort on the ifland of Senegal. I entered it the firfl: time, in my 
pirogue, the 8th of December. This rivulet is fo narrow, that the branches of the 
mangroves on each fide join together, and form a kind of ifle or covered alley, which 
extends almoft a quarter of a league in length. I paid dearly for the fervice thofe trees 
did me, in flickering me from the heat of the fun; for in an inftant I was attacked by 
a prodigious fwarm of mulketoes, and large flies *, whofe flings are as painful as thofe 
of bees. My negroes, being naked, fullered infinitely more than I; their bodies were 
covered with theTe infetts in fitch a manner, that they made feveial rows clofe upon one 
another. I really believe fuch a fpectacle was never feen before ; and that alt thefe 
ftingings drained them of as much blood, as they would have loft by a copious bleed¬ 
ing. 1 his canal mult have been the great thoroughfare for the mulketoes coming from 
the bottom of the wood, which feems to be the general magazine of the country, from 
whence they iffue out in fwarms, and fpread themfelves among the villages and other 
places inhabited by man or beaft. 

Were it not for the above inconveniency, this rivulet would be the fineft place in the 
world for a trip on the water. The breadth of it is from two to four fathoms ; with as 
many, and fometimes more in depth. It is frequented by a great number of birds, 
all excelling each other in beauty ; and efpecially by feveral l'pecies of the king-filher, 
whofe plumage is agreeably depicted with variety of the moft lively colours. There 
you hear alfo a continual warbling of birds, with repeated echoes from the many trunks 
of trees, with which the banks are lined. The two extremities thereof are flopped up 
with a flioal, which admits of none hut pirogues to enter : yet taking the opportunity 
of the tide, fliallops might be fent up it by the marigot of Kantai, to cut down a confi- 
derable quantity of mangroves, moft of which are from twelve to fifteen inches in dia¬ 
meter, and might be of excellent ufe for timber to build houfes. The bank at the eaft 
end of the rivulet is a flinty fond, which is bare at low water. When I pafled that way, 
half a dozen crocodiles lay ftretched out before the fun, immoveable, like fo many pieces 
of leg-wood, on the ground. Whenever the negroes come near this place, they arefure 
to find thefe animals here ; and thence it is that they call this rivulet the marigot of the 
diaftks, which, in their language, fignifies the rivulet of the crocodiles. 

* Tabanus; the gad-fly. 
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To the right of this fhoal, I entered the marigot of Kantai, where the "negroes were 
at that time very bufy in fifliing for the lamantin, or fea-cow. This fiih, which has 
been mentioned by all voyagers, and which many have deferibed without being well ac¬ 
quainted with it, and which probably gave rife to the fable of the mermaids, deferves fo 
particular a defeription, that I (hall be excufed from faying any thing more about it in 
this compendious narrative. There does not pafs a year in which the negro inhabi¬ 
tants of this neighbourhood, who have referved the filhery to them Pelves, exclufive of 
all others, do not catch half a dozen, the greatefl part of which they fell to the fort of 
Senegal. It is caught only in December and January, which are the mod favourable 
months. The flelh of it is fine eating ; being of the colour of veal or pork, and in tafte 
partaking of both ; but it feldom is fo tender. 

Afcending the Niger, as we came out of the marigsis of Kantai and Guaira, I faw 
along the coaft of Barbary the feveral gutters, which the fea had made the day before 
by dalhing with fuch violence againft the fands. It was fiill high enough to pour its 
waters into the river ; and what is very remarkable, in regard to this effect of a fweliing 
fea, is, its having appeared feveral years fucceffively during the winter folftice, and not 
in the equinoxes, as if the tides were ftronger in that feafon of the year than in this. 

Notwkhftanding that I made all the halte I could, yet I did not get back to the point 
of the ifland of Senegal till fix in the evenings and when 1 reached the fort, it was 
night. For in thofe countries, where the nights and days are a 1 mo ft equal the year 
round, they have but very little twilight, and there is not the difference of a quarter 
of an hour between fun-fet and darknefs: fo that, as foon as it is ten or fifteen degrees 
below the horizon, an opake gloom fpreads itfelf over the furface of the earth, and it 
is then as dark as midnight. 

Pleafed with what I had learned by a conftant navigation for feveral months fucceffively 
in all the fmall rivers of the neighbourhood of the ifle of Sor, I was not willing to lofe 
the opportunity of feeing their method of tillage, which was to be in the beginning of 
the month of June the next year, in that ifland. Early in the morning, the 8th of 
June, all the inhabitants attended the lord of the village into the field, finging and 
dancing as on a great feftival: fome carried their tabor and pipe ; others had no other 
tool or inftrument than a fmall fpade helved with a rtick, which was bent in the middle, 
and long enough to prevent their being obliged to ftoop to.work. After they had all 
danced a few minutes on the very Ipot, the latter, without interrupting the cadence, 
began to throw up the ground with their fpades, in order to root out the weeds. 
During this operation they accorded fo well with the found and meafure of the inftru- 
ments in their motions and finging, that you would have concluded all thofe hufband- 
men to be profeffed dancers and fingers. It was pleafing to fee how they tolled then- 
arms and legs, and into what contorfions they threw themfelves with an air of content, 
according as the found of the tabor was more or lefs quick, and as the guiriols gave 
more life to their finging. They were not to leave off working till night; in two days 
they were to refume their work again: and then their talk confifts in digging with the 
fame fpade a lew holes, into which they throw a few grains of millet, over which 
they immediately fpread the earth with their feet. When this is done, they rely upon 
the rams for every thing elfe, and they are excufed from all kind of labour till harveft 
time. Their lougans, for fuch is the name they have given to their ploughed lands, are 
generally mdofed with a hedge of thorns, or a kind of rithymallus, or herb fpurge, which 
is never very large, nor tall. The bark of it is fo white as to render if remarkable 
above all other trees. It grows very faft after the manner of all foft wood, and when 
cut, it [beds a large quantity of white thick liquor like milk, which flows in great 
abundance, 0 
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When thefe huflbandmen were fet about their work, I left them to go a {hooting as 
far as the village of Sornguiann, which is within a fmall half-league of Sor, or Sor- 
baba. I killed fome woodpeckers, partridges, larks, and a few geefe. The geefe of 
this country, which the negroes call hitt, have nothing pleafing in the colour of their 
feathers; but they are remarkable for a large bunch on their head, crowned with fever al 
caruncles, which ferve for an ornament. Their Ihoulders, juft on the fpot where the 
inflection of the wing is made, are alfo armed with a horn like a prickle, near an inch 
in length: and they ufe it very dexteroufly againft birds of prey that want to attack 
them. 

My courling was greatly improved by the difcovery I made, keeping along the bank 
of the neighbouring marigot of Sor-baba. There were freffi traces impreffed in the 
fan'd, which I eafily found to have been made by a crocodile: this excited my curiofity: 
I wanted to follow the fccnt, in order to find out this animal; but after feeking for it 
in vain, I came to a place about fifty paces diftant from the rivulet, where the fand 
feemed to have been difturbed. My negroes judged that this might be the place where 
the crocodile Iayed its eggs; and they were not miftaken: for, after digging about 
half a foot, they found thirty eggs, which they carried away, intending to make good 
cheer with them. They were hardly larger than goofe eggs, but call a fmall fcent of 
mulk, which would doubtlefs have been very agreeable to thofe who like that finell. 

I had been now upwards of three years in the country without having had any op¬ 
portunity of feeing the lime-kiln. This is a place fo called from the lime made of fliells, 
of which there is prodigious plenty in that neighbourhood. As it is on the bank of a 
fmall river which communicates with the Niger, the paflage to it, from,the ifland of 
Senegal, is eafy by water. I arrived there the 20th of Augull, on board a velTel which 
was going to load with lime. This is one of the moft delicious countries upon earth, 
being diverfified with large plains, agreeable valleys, excellent pafturage at all times 
for black and for fmall cattle, and with little rivers, the banks of which are covered' 
with mangroves and other trees in perpetual verdure. The chief of thofe rivers bears 
the name of the lime-marigot: it is large, and very full of fifli, abounding efpecially with 
fine eels, carp, and macheirans. The latter is very good filh, and extremely fat; but it 
is dangerous while alive, being armed on the two fins of each fide, and on that of the 
back, with a very lharp dart, wherewith it wounds thofe who attempt to catch it. 
Thefe wounds are venomous, and difficult to cure. 

Going affiore on the fouth fide of this marigot , I found myfelf on a bank of fliells, 
where a number of lime-kilns had been dug very near the fea-fide. This bank, though 
bare of earth, was covered with a very thick wood; there were even fome calabalh-trees 
of above three feet diameter. I kept walking among the ffiells as far as the village 
called Montel, which is more than half a league from thence fouthward ; and I came 
back another way, in order to difcover the breadth of it. What diverted me moft in 
in this expedition was, to fee the manner in which one of my negroes killed a crocodile 
feven feet long. Having fpied this animal afleep among brambles, at the foot of a tree 
that grew near the bank of a river, he approached fo foftly as not to awake him, and"then 
{truck him very dexteroufly with his knife in that part of the neck where there are no 
bones nor fcales, and pierced him nearly quite through. The animal, mortally 
wounded, and curling himfelf, though with fome difficulty, hit the negro on the legs 
with the end of his tail; and fuch was the violence of the blow, that he laid him flat 
upon the ground. The latter, without letting go his hold, rofe up again immediately; 
and, that lie might have- nothing to fear from the crocodile’s devouring jaw, he en¬ 
wrapped it with a paan, while his comrade held the tail, and I got upon his body in 
order to keep him down. Then the negro drew out his knife again, and cut off the 
vol. xvi, 4 p head 
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head quite clean from the body. This expedition was foon over. The negroes did all 
they could to drag the body of the crocodile as far as the veffel, for it was too heavy 
for them to carry ; but finding their endeavours ineffectual, they got it into a boat in 
order to put it on board. By this exploit my negro acquired high applaufe from all 
the laptoh of the veffel, and from the neighbouring inhabitants, who had been long ac¬ 
quainted with his dexterity in hunting the crocodile. They did honour to their prey ; 
for that very evening they ate feveral flices of it. 1 tailed fome, which to me did not 
appear to have fo ftrong a fcent of mulk, as it is generally faid to have, and I found it 
tolerable good eating. 

The day following I made an excurfion on the' other fide the lime-mar igot, and was 
not a little furprifed to find a great number of hills of red fand upwards of thirty feet 
high. The * neous, the * dethars, and feveral other fruit-trees, gave undoubted proofs 
of the fecundity of this foil: I faw cameleons on every Ihrub j and when they were 
touched, they changed from a green colour into black. They had fine fport at 
that time in hunting of grafshoppers, with which the earth was in fome meafure 
covered; for it is a miftake to imagine that this animal does not eat. Let not its meagre 
body impofe on us : as many as I found, had their ftomachs filled with butterflies, and 
efpecially with grafshoppers ; which fliews that they do not faff fo rigidly as the vulgar 
formerly imagined .■ but this is not the only error from which they ought to be fet free. 

To return to the banks of oyfter-lhells which cover the lime-fields upwards of half a 
league; the negroes have alfo their prejudices. Some of them tell us, that this bank 
was the work of monkeys in former ages; and that thefe animals, being then more 
numerous than they are at prefent, ate up thofe oyfters. Others will have them to be 
the Ihells of oyfters which their forefathers fmoak-dried, as they themfelves ufed to do 
not a great many years ago, when the mangroves of this river fumiihed them with 
wood, as thofe of the river Gambia do to this very day. The French, who have exa¬ 
mined thefe banks, and heard the reafonings of the negroes in regard to their formation, 
are of the latter opinion. But even were we to grant both thefe points, ftill they will 
be puzzled to account how thefe ihells ihould be arranged thus in the regular manner 
we find them, without any intermixture. Befides, the quantity of oyfters that could 
be fhelled and dried in a day, is fo veryfinall in comparifon to the immenfe heap of 
ihells in queftion, and would fuppofe fuch a feriesof ages to form this bank, that the 
thing lofeth all probability in the fupputation. Without having recourfe to fuch pre¬ 
carious proofs, m order to explain in what manner this and fuch other heaps of ihells 
have been formed, we have only to refleft on what paffeih in the river Gambia, where 
the oyfters confiderably multiply on the roots of mangroves, and in feveral parts have 
iormed many high banks of ihells: and wefhall have reafon to believe, that thefe foots 
were formerly the beds of rivers, where the oyfters alfo lived on mangroves : that thele 
beds fucceflively changed place, and that the fea retiring left thefe banks bare and 
upon a level, eight or ten feet above its furface. 

The 23d I returned to the ifland of Senegal in my pirogue: though it was very 
light and tottering, yet I chofe rather to make uie of it, than to waif for the con- 
vemency of the vefiel that had brought me from thence. My negroes ftrove who 

fha F which H n re-condutted me in lefs than two hours, two leagues and 
a half which is the diftance from thejirae-ktln to the ifland of Senegal. Notwlthftand- 
mg the roughnefs of the water, and a ftrong gu ft of wind which blew from the caff 

yCt ? 0t a fin S le ,wa v e broke in upon us, nor did we 
perceive the leaft fprmklmg, becaufe we were iheltered under the mangroves. The 

* New fpecies of tree# never yet deferibed. 
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wind was "now quite down, and there were only a few large waves here and there 
when a pirogue put off to crofs the river: the pirogue was fmall, and had three men in 
it; two of them rowed with a paddle, during which exercife they fung a kind of fong, 
the burden of which X heard at a great diflance, and it was not difagreeable. The 
negro, who fleered with his paddle, was probably in the fault; or elfe he who was 
employed in the middle to empty the water which entered the pirogue , mufl have 
inclined too much on one fide, and deftroyed its equilibrium ; or, whatever other caufe 
it might be, the boat overlet, with the negroes in it. Though they were very aftive 
fellows, they had all the difficulty in the world to fet it right again ; yet, at length, by 
pufhing it backwards and forwards, and Hill continuing to fwim, they emptied the water 
out of it, and got into it once more: In any other circumflance it would have been a 
diverfion to fee their manner of acting, as well as the dexterity and ftrength with which 
they extricated themfelves out of danger; and it maybe faid, that they fucceeded 
extremely well. This accident is not uncommon; but as they are all excellent 
fwimmers, there is no inftance that any of them ever periflied. 

Towards the middle of the next month, I had a prelent made me of a young fer- 
pent of the gigantic fpecies. This prefent gave me great pleafure, becaufe it was the 
firft of the kind that I had feen; and I have ftill preferved the fkin of it entire in my 
cabinet. It had been lately caught in the marigot of the ifland of Senegal, and was yet 
quite alive. The length of it was three feet and fomewhat more: its colour was a 
yellow livid ground, with a large blackifh band all along its back, on which were 
fcattered a few yellow irregular fpots. There was a gloffinefs over its whole body, 
which gave it a fmooth polifh as if it was vamilhed. Its head was neither flat nor 
triangular like that of a viper, but round and fomewhat long. This ferpent, fmall as 
it was, gave me a fufficient idea to diflinguifh it from all the other fpecies; yet it was 
only an imperfect reprefentation of the large ones, of which I ffiould never have 
formed an adequate notion, if a little while after they had not brought me, at different 
times, two of a middling fize, the largefl: of which was twenty-two feet and a few inches 
long, and eight inches broad. The colour of its Ikin was a dark grey, with a few 
yellowiih lines not very apparent: the Ikin, ftretched oqt, was from five-and-twenty to 
fix-and-twenty inches broad. They left it with me entire, with a llice of its flefli, the 
remainder of which was to ferve as a regale for feveral days, to the perfon who caught 

together with the reft of the village. The head, which was ftill to it, was of the 
fame fize as that of a crocodile from five to fix feet; its teeth were upwards of half 
an inch long, ftrong and fliarp ; and its throat was more than wide enough to fwallow 
a hare, or even a pretty large dog, without having any occafion to chew it. 

By feeing thofe two ferpents, which, according to the teftimony of my negroes and 
of all thofe who had beheld great numbers of them, were but of an indiSerent fize, 
I had no longer the leaft room to doubt of the truth of what I had heard a thoufand 
times in that country, and which I had always looked upon as a fable. Even the 
negroes themfelves, to whom I was indebted for thefe, allured me, that I had feen 
nothing extraordinary, and that it was not unufual to meet with fome, within a few 
leagues eafl of the illand of Senegal, as large and as long as the mail of a common Ihip. 
The people of Biffao told me, they had feen fome in their country, that were a great 
deal longer than mails. It was not difficult forme to judge, by comparing their accounts 
to the ferpents I had before me, that the largeft of that fpecies, upon a juft computation, 
mull be from forty to fifty feet long, and from one foot to one and a half broad. 

The manner in which this animal feeks his prey, is not lefs extraordinary than his 
enormous fize. He lurks in inorafles and places not far from the water. His tail is 
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curled two or three rounds of a circle, which include a circumference from five to fix 
feet diameter, over which he rears his head with part of his body- In this attitude, 
and as it were immoveable, he throws his eyes all round, and when he perceives ail 
animal within reach, he darts upon it by means of the circumvolutions of his tail, which 
have the fame eft’eft as a ftrong fpring. If the animal he has feized is too large to be 
fwallowed tip entire, (as for inftance, an ox, an antelope, or a large African rain), after 
giving it a few bites with his deftruftive teeth, he crufhes and breaks its bones, either 
by fqueezing it with a few twills, or by prelling it with the weight of his whole body, 
which he Hides over it; then he takes it up again into his mouth, and covers it with a 
frothy fpittle, to render it more eafy to fwallow without chewing; for he has this in 
common with a great many more ferpents and lizards, which never chew their food, 
but fwallow it up entire. 

This monlter, terrible as he may feem by his fize and ftrength, does not make the 
ravage that one would naturally imagine. He is eafily difcovered, by reafon of his 
voluminous fize, from whence arifeth the fecurity of animals weaker than himfelf. 
His body, writhed in fpiral curls, appears at a great diftance like the brink of a 
well; and this is warning enough, to travellers, and even to the cattle themfelves, 
to turn another way. We never hear that he attacks the human fpecies; at leaft, 
examples of this fort are very rare. B elides, the hunting of large animals, fuch as 
horfes, oxen, flags, and other the like quadrupeds, whofe fafety depends upon their 
legs, is not very agreeable to hint, either becaufe he finds it too troublefome, or it is 
not fo fure, or their flelh is not agreeable to his palate. He is much better pleafetl 
with devouring other leffer ferpents, lizards, and efpecially toads and locufts, which 
feem to rife in clouds in this country, only to fatisfy his all-devouring jaws. Upon the 
whole, it may be laid of thefe ferpents, that they do more good than harm, fince they 
cleanfe the earth of an innumerable number of noxious infedls and reptiles, which would 
btherwife oblige the inhabitants to defert thofe fruitful countries, where they are now 
fettled; fo that it is the intereft of the negroes, to fuffer thofe monfters to live 
unmolefted. 

But to refmne the thread of my narration : The necefllty I was under of returning 
ten times to the fame places, aAd in different feafons, gave me an opportunity, the 12th 
of the month of OSober, of difcovering a thing which was very remote from my 
thoughts. Crofting, at leaft the twentieth time, the Wood Ifland, in order to reach 
the village of Ivinnk, I perceived feveral fmall fifties in moraffes formed by rain-water. 
They were all of the fame fpecies; and, by their lively red, I knew them to be the 
leiler kind of roaches. The rains had fubfided, and the water was beginning to dry 
up in thofe ponds; a fure fign that the filh were not long-lived. They mu ft have 
died very foon, for I faw the ground two days after, when the waters were dried up. 
One would imagine, that the fpecies was loft for ever in regard to that particular fpot; 
but, far from it, the next year new ones appeared, entirely like thofe of the preceding 
years. Here is a fact the more worthy of notice, as it does not appear by what means 
the fifli could be conveyed to that place ; for, on the one hand, the ponds, though 
deep, have no communication with the waters of the Niger, which is about three hun¬ 
dred fathoms from thence ; and befides, this fpecies of fifn is unknown to that river: 
fo that it cannot be fuppofed, that any of the aquatic birds fliould bring away the eggs. 
Surely nobody will pretend to fay, that the roaches lay their eggs every year in the 
bottom of thofe ponds, where they are preferved during the nine months of drought, 
nil the return of the rain; becaufe the fame difficulty would flill fubfift in regard to the 
origin of. the firft. It would be at leaft equally abfurd to imagine, that their feeds were 
, 9 conveyed 


ADANSON*S VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, &C, ( 5^1 

conveyed to other places by vapours, which, as they fell down, fcattered them here and 
there into different bafons. 

I flopped on this inorafs no longer than was neceffary to crofs it, becaufe it was very 
late. Thence I proceeded to a fine country, where, in the midft of a prodigious quantity 
ol uncommon plants, the narcijfus ceylanicm * diftinguiflied itfelf, as well by its agreeable 
flavour, as by the whitenefs of its flowers. I arrived at Kionk juft as the night came 
on, which the mufketoes made me pafs very difagreeably. Notwithftanding all the 
precautions which the governor of the village had taken to fcreen me from their pur- 
fuits, by making me lodge in one of his own huts, newly plaiftered with mud and 
cow-dung, and filling it all night with fmoke; ftill there entered a fufficient number 
of thofe noifome infects to drive me alrnoft mad. This, together with the ftink of 
the dung and the fmoke, infupportable to any other of the human fpecies but negroes, 
obliged me to decamp. I ran all over the village from hut to hut, to look for better 
quarters. Wherever I entered, I found the beds all full: without regard to fex, age, 
kindred, or condition, they all lay promifcuoully fide by fide, fometimes five or fix, 
and even eight in the fame bed, naked as they came out of their mother’s womb. But 
what furprized me the moll was, the profound quiet with which they flept in the 
midft of fo thick a fmoke, that one would imagine it muft have fuftocated them. 
In fliort, after rambling about a good deal, I had no other refource left, than to lay 
rnyfelf down in the open air on two mats, extended between two fires; and even 
here, the mufketoes made me pay very dear for a few moments of reft. 

With impatience I waited for day; and as foon as it began to peep, the lord of the 
village, defirous of diverting me with a walk, conduced me into his gardens. The 
whole neighbourhood was very agreeable; the fallow grounds formed large meadows, 
checkered with mangroves and calabafh-trees, which made a delightful landfcape. At 
that time the final! millet, which the negroes live upon, and which in their language 
they call dougoup-nml *, fhewed its golden ears. The grain was almoft ripe, and drew 
an infinite number of birds, that made a vaft havock.' In order to fcare them away, 
the inhabitants had croffed their lougans with a great number of threads, to which 
they hung fhells, bones, and other i'uch bodies, that are apt to make a noife upon 
the lealb collifion. The whole was to be put in motion by four cords, which were 
ftretched to four corners of the field, where juft as many" women or children kept 
watch upon fheds or covered platforms, from feven to eight feet high, and each of 
them drew a cord, as foon as they faw the birds come near. Befides this noife, they 
made a loud hallooing, and kept clapping their hands. T his watch was to continue 
till the millet was fit to cut; yet in fpite of all their care and vigilance, they were 
often deceived by the feathered plunderers. Small bengalh, black and red fparrows, 
and other pretty birds, which change their colour once a year, and which the French call 
fenegalis , flocked thither every morning in vaft numbers. But the moft terrible fcourge of 
all was a large fpecies of yellow and black fparrows, clouds of which fell like hail upon 
the grain ; and when they had lpread defolation in one quarter, they flew to another. 
Let their ftay be never fo fhort, and very often before the negroes had time to put 
their fcare-crow in motion, thefe birds did irreparable mifehief. I have read in fume 
relation, that the Egyptians have no other remedy; but either they muft fow more 
grain, or the deftrudive fparrows muft be lefs numerous in their country, fince we do 
not hear that they occafion famines fo frequently as among our negroes. 

• NarciflUs ccylanicus, florc albo liexagono odorato. Cam. Hart. AmJ. vol. i. page 7j.tab.3p. 

| Panic urn Indicum, fpica longiffima. C. B. Pin. png. 27. 
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Near thofe fields of millet there were kugans of cotton, indigo, tobacco, water¬ 
melons, French-beans, and other legumes. Each of them was inclofed with a hedge 
of brambles, with which was entwined a fpecies of wild cucumber, known in the 
country by the name of moi-moi *. This plant was loaded with a fmall fruit, which is 
of a fine coral red when it comes to full maturity j and feme of it had been plundered 
by the ferpents, lizards, and birds. My people perceiving the fruit, gathered a good 
deal of it, which they prefented to me, after tailing of it themfelves. I had known 
it a long time ; and had feen the people of the country eat of it often; nay I had 
feveral times eat as many as a dozen, to quench my third in the violent heats, without 
ever feeling any bad confequence, or the lead inconveniency : but that day I thought 
proper to eat a much larger quantity of it. I dined towards noon with a very good 
appetite; and I likewife fupped without feeling any bad fymptom. It was not till nine 
o'clock that this fruit began to operate, when I was fuddenly feized with a fuffocating, 
or doppage of breath ; afterwards it worked me as violently as any emetic I ever took 
in my life ; and this operation laded near eight hours. One of my negroes, who was 
twenty years of age, and who had eaten more plentifully of this fruit than I, was feized 
in like manner towards midnight; but did not.get off fo cheap. This emetic continued 
to work him above four and twenty hours, with fuch violence, that he did not know 
whereabouts he was all the time; and it had like to have coll him his life. Had fuch 
an experiment been made on purpofe, I do not think a more favourable fuccefs could 
be expefted from it: and what is mod remarkable, each differed in proportion to the 
quantity he had eaten of this fruit; but it had no effect at all on him who eat only 
a dozen; and even he who fuffered moll by it, was as well two days after, as if he 
had sot been ill at all. 

Tired with going through fo may hardlhips at Kionk, I returned to the ifland of 
Senegal, where I arrived time enough to be prefent at the fealt of the tabajke. The 
Mahometans, of the fe£t of Sina-Ali, founded this feaft to commemorate the nativity 
of their prophet: it falls yearly towards the middle of the October moon; and this 
year it was celebrated the 18 th. The whole day was fpent in feafting and merriment, 
during which time the Saint, in whofe honour the feftival had been inftituted, feemed 
to be very remote from their thoughts. It ended with a general dance in the favana , 
over-againft the forts, whither people of all ages and fexes repaired. The ball was 
opened at four in the afternoon, with tabor and pipe and vocal mufic. The young 
people, in their gayeft array, difplayed their feveral abilities in this kind of diverfion. 
When they had tired themfelves for two hours, in dancing according to the manner 
of the country, that is, in poftures and movements the moll indecent, and mod oppofite 
to our ideas of modefty and lhame, the fcene varied: they made a large circle, to give 
place to lords and perfons of diftintlion, who were mounted on horfes magnificenily 
caparifoned. Nothing could be more entertaining than to fee thofe proud courfcrs, 
forgetting their mettle and fire, and conforming to the intent of the feftival: they 
railed their feet and touched the ground lightly and in cadence; all the movements of 
their bodies exaftly accorded with the found of the inftruments; in a word, their 
geftures bore a per feci refemblance to a moft regular dance. The feftival feemed to 
be intended for them only, fo greatly were they affefred with it, and fo fenlible of 
applaufe. I do not think there can be a nobler fight than that of horfes trained to 
this exercife, and efpecially of fuch fine beautiful creatures as our Arabian horfes of 
Senegal. The horfemen themfelves greatly added to thofe fports; for they managed 

* Bryonia folio angulofo acuto glabro. Burm. The/. Ztyl pag. 48. tab. 19. fig. 1. 
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their horfes, and made them imitate whatever they pleafed, feigning by their gefture 
and attitude, fometimes a combat, and other times a juftling, a chace, or dance. The 
fpeftators, wrapped in admiration, were difpleafed at the too rapid approach of 
night, which put an end to amufements, where nought was heard but joy, feftivity 
and mirth. 

A journey over land from the ifland of Senegal to la Chaux, or the lime-kiln , was 
likely to give me a further knowledge of a country, that had pleafed me fo greatly 
at my firft vifit. I undertook it the 4th of November: my pirogue carried me a 
league and a quarter by water, as far as the port of Galel, where 1 went afhore, 
intending to walk to the village of the fame name, about five hundred fathoms from 
the river fide. The way was over barren fands, and that day was remarkable for one 
of the fultrieil eafl winds that had been ever felt in this feafon: but the heat I endured 
in travelling over thofe fands was nothing, when compared to what I fuffered in the 
road to the lime-kiln. 

_ I had now a long league to reach that place. In fetling out I went over a fandy 
difagreeable plain, where, among other fpinous fhrubs that are fond of a very dry foil, 
I met with what the Jallofs call the nioloutt it has a good deal 'bf that refmous gum, 
known f by the name of bdellium ; and its branches ferve for a fok 'mt, that is, for a 
tooth-picker to the women of the country. Though the fun had not yet reached the 
meridian, the fands were all on fire; and my (hoes were foon cracked and burnt with 
the fcorching heat. At any other time I fliould have moiftened thofe burning fands 
with drops of fweat; but the eall wind is naturally fo parching, that, notwithstanding 
the violent heat of the air and the fun, my flcin was dried up, before the fweat had 
time to fhew itfelf. I had violent prickings over all my body ; and the blood often¬ 
times opened itfelf a paflage through my pores, which the fweat could not pervade. 
My negroes were no longer of a black complexion, but as red as copper: they were 
tormented with thirft, the infeparable companion of parching heat, which obliged 
them to hang out their tongues, in order to breathe more freely. I was as thirfty as 
they} and I may venture to affirm, that this is one of the greateft miferies a perfon 
is expofed to in thefe fcorching plains, where there is not a drop of water to be had. 
No doubt but it would have been very great relief to us, ahnoft periffiing with thirft, 
and broiled in the lun : but the inhabitants of that country are not like thofe of more 
temperate climates; they keep no refervoirs of water on the high roads for the 
accommodation of travellers. 

After having walked an hour over thofe fands, expofed to the fcorching rays of 
the fun, I came to a dry meadow, full of thick rulhes, from three to four feet high, 
which greatly tried my patience. What little water there was, I found it fahith, 
ftagnated, and fpoilt by crabs. Never did I behold fuch a fight of thofe animals as 
on this very fpot: fome were red, others dark grey, with fuch prodigious claws, that * 
they could eafily fpan my leg, without fqueezing it. In fine, this continued foreft 
of ruflies (for I met with nothing elfe for the fpace of half a league) brought me as far 
as’the lime-bank. 

I was fo tired that I wanted to reftmyfelf: for which reafon I ftaid here fome 
time, and dined under the trees, with a few provifions and a water-melon, which I 
had brought with me from Galel. This is a very wholefome fruit, efpecially after 
repaft; and I have often eat for my own defert, from five to fix pounds of it, without 
any inconveniency or furfeit, though I had made a hearty dinner. While I was feated 
under thofe trees, I heard the parakites and parrots over my head; and fome of the 
kernels of acacias and gum-trees, which they were eating, dropped down at my feet. 

hi 
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In the mean time my negroes, who had fuffered greatly by the exceffive heat, were 
rubbing their foreheads with live toads, a few of which they found under the briars: 
this is their ufual remedy, when they are afflicted with a megrim or dizzinefs; and 
it gave them relief. I fuffered as much from the fame complaint as they, and fliould 
readily have followed their example: but the want of being ufed to thofe animals, 
together with an almoft invincible repugnance, which I look upon as natural to 
every body that has not been accuflomed to handle them, hindered me from having 
recourfe to this innocent and wholefome remedy. 

I came back the fame way I went to the lime-kiln, for there is no other. In the 
meadow I killed a fiamant % and a buftard of a different fpecies from the European : 
it differs in the colour of its feathers, which are generally of a dark grey j its neck is 
alfo very long ; and, like the lark, it has a kind of tuft on the back part of its head. 
The French in that country call it a flying-oftrich: whether this name fuits it or not, 
this is not a fit place to examine ; it may be faid, however, that the above bird refembles 
an oftrich in many refpefts. 

It was very late when I palled within fight of Galel; and the negroes had fet fire to 
the herbs and brambles, as well to render the country paffable, as to prepare it for being 
fown the next year. Thus the heat of no&urnal fire fucceeded to that of the fun ; and 
I walked by the light thereof as far as the port, where I embarked for the illand of 
Senegal, There I arrived fo fatigued and exhaufted, which was alfo the cafe with my 
negroes, that I do not think I ever ftood more in need of repofe in my whole life. 

In this and every expedition I made fince the month of June, my principal view was 
to acquire fome knowledge of the plantations of indigo. I was curious to know what 
quangty and quality the negroes fow in the neighbourhood of the illand of Senegal, 
beeaufe I had a mind to repeat fome experiments, which I had imparted in proper time 
to the Ealt-India Company. Thofe people do not take much pains to draw the die out 
of this plant: they are fatisfied with gathering the leaves at any time of the year, 
with pounding them in a mortar to reduce them to a pafte, and with making 
them up into loaves, in order to preferve them dry. When they want to make 
ufe of them, they diffolve them in a kind of lye, made of the alhes of an unctuous 
plant which grows in their fields, and by them is called rheme f. This diffolution im¬ 
bibes a tincture of the indigo, into which they dip their linen cold, as often as they 
think neceffary, according to the deepnefs of the colour. 

I know what fympathy there is between the cacrelats and indigo $ but, as often as I 
happened to leave a bundle of this plant in my room in the night time, I was fure to 
find fome hundreds of thofe infefts lodged in it the next day; and it feemed as if they 
were all got together. They are as troublefome as they are common in the illand of 
Senegal. Though they are fcarce an inch thick, they do an incredible deal of mifchief. 
They gnaw linen, flieets, wood, paper, books, and, in Ihort, whatever comes in their 
way: they attack even the aloes, the bitternefs of which keeps off all other infefts. 
They are likewife very difagreeable by the ftench that comes from their bodies j and 
they are molt horrid enemies to the perfons with whom they take up their quarters ; 
for they never ftir out till night, then they hover round the room, and make as great 
a noife as if there was a large cage full of birds. In Ihort the cacrelat multiplies fo°faft, 
that it would be a moll dangerous infect, had it not a great number of enemies. 

Thofe it has the molt reafon to be afraid of, are the fpider and the fourd .* the 
latter is a fpecies of lizard, faid to be venomous, and as lickerilh after the cacrelat as 

* Pliffitiicopterus Bahameniis. Catejby, -vol. i. tab. 73 ly 74. 
t Portulaca marina latifolia, fiore iuave rubenti. Plum. Cat. pag. 6 . 
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the fpider. They both^ refide in bed-chambers as well as that infed, and are at 
continual war with it} which fecures the tranquillity of thofe With whom they have once 
taken up their quarters. The hedge-hog likewife perfecutes it: that of Senegal differs 
from the European in fize only : it paffes, like the latter, fome part of the low feafon, 
that is, of the cold and dry feafon, in afpecies of lethargy, during which it abftains from 
nourifliment, rarely going abroad in l'earch of any; but it knows very well how to 
repair this lofs in the iu miner nights. I kept one for above three years in my chamber, 
where it did me immenfe fervice, by freeing me from fpiders, cacrelats , fourds, ants, and 
other infe£ts, with which the room had been infefted. The hedge-hog is exceeding 
good eating, and very tender, efpecially if you take it about the time when it begins 
to enter into its lethargic lleep. 

Another inconveniency, efpecially during the winter or low feafon, are the fand-fleas, 
which are fo called becaufe they lodge in the fand of inhabited huts. Thefe are fo 
full of them, that as foon as you fet foot therein, they cover you all over; and they 
are fo very final I, that you can perceive them only by their numbers. They do not 
bite hard; yet, when there are great multitudes of them, they produce an itching or fling¬ 
ing almoft intolerable. What is moll extraordinary in this infedt, it never leaps or jumps 
higher than three or four inches: fo that, when aperfon takes care to keep himfelf half 
a foot above ground, he is fure there is nothing to fear from that quarter. 

This, I believe, is the proper place, fince I ain upon the article of Senegal, to take 
notice alfo of fome of its advantages. Though the heats of this climate are exceffive, 
to fuch a degree, that their winter is much warmer than our fuinmer in France, yet 
they are fupporrable. One is accuftomed to them by degrees; becaufe the air is every 
day refrdhed with fea and land breezes, which blow alternately. The way therefore 
for a perfon to cool himfelf, is to catch the fanning breezes, or to take flielter within 
doors, when there is a thorough air, and the windows are made of fine linen. 

It is to thefe heats that they are partly indebted for the fertility of their lands. The 
fands of this ifland are converted into gardens of confiderable produce. Independently 
of the legumes and fruits of the country, fuch as the Guinea ofeille , batates, ananas, 
guavas, and fome others, they likewife plant, in the winter feafon, mod of the European 
herbs and legumes. The fig-tree, the pomegranate, and the vine, are loaded every 
year with excellent fruit. With a little labour and care, there is no fruit nor grain 
but would grow there in great plenty: they might raife whatever they want, and 
generally all the neceifaries of life. In lhort, the foil of the ifland of Senegal, notwith- 
ftanding its being fo fandy, is yet fo very fruitful, that a great many plants yield feveral 
times a year. This I faw myfelf, in a garden which I kept on purpofe for fuch experi- 
ments: and what without all maimer of doubt will appear very furprifmg, is, my 
having fawn particular legumes of which I had above twelve crops the fame year. But 
this curious detail I refer to another work. 

There is not perhaps a country in the world where poultry are more common. 
They breed turkeys. Guinea-hens, geefe, ducks, and a prodigious number of fowls. 
Their pigeons are in admirable perfeftion; and their hogs multiply very faft. There 
is alfo plenty of fifli, and efpecially in the Niger, where you may catch carps with your 
hand. This rivers, befides the lamantin or fea-cow, abounds in captains, * mullets, 
furmullets, foies, rays, and other excellent fifli: it has alfo plenty of crabs and lobfters. 
Moll of thefe fifli come from the fea: and it is faid, that when they are caught in the river 

* A fifli fo called, fcecaufe it is very red, and its fins refembie a feather: it it very like a carp, but larger. 
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it improves them; becaufe the mixture of the frefli with the fait water makes them 
more delicate and tender. To all thefe advantages we may add the pleafure of fporting; 
for this iiland is furniflied with little moor-hens, with larks, thrulhes, fea-partridges, 
and yellow wag-tails, or, to exprefs myfelf better, the ortolans of the country : thefe 
are fmall lumps of fat, exceedingly well tailed. 

The only thing wanting in the iiland of Senegal, are walks ; for they fay it is too 
fraall, and too naked. They might, without doubt, have umbrageous avenues for the 
fake of a thady walk, were they to plant calabalh-trees, and the like, which delight in 
moift fands’: but of what ufe would it be, to make a harbour for the muiketoes, that 
is, for a greater plague than the moll exceffive heats ? Of what fervice would thofe 
avenues be in a country, where the time of walking is not till fun-fet ? Ought they 
to regret this lofs, when they have gardens enamelled with perpetual verdure, which 
every day prefent the eye with new decorations, where fuch a multitude of flowers, as 
agreeable by their fragrant odours as by the variety of their colours, flioot up almoft with- 
our care or culture ? There you fee, fweet bafil of all fixes and colours, tuberofes, daffb- 
dills, afphodel-lilies; among which the night-fhade, the African pink, the amaranth, and 
pomegranates in bloffom, produce an excellent effect. The blue and gilt lizards, with 
butterflies and other inieiils, all equally beautiful, delight in coming hither to mix their 
different colours, and to diverfify that famenefs which one fees in moil gardens. 

I had taken a plan of the Wood Ifland, as well as of that of Griel, the lime-kiln, the 
iflands of Sor, Bokos, and feveral others ; and nothing further remained for me than 
to add the point of Barbary and the falt-pans to it: then I fhould have a complete map 
of the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal, from the village of Mouitt to the mouth 
of the Niger, as far as the village of Torkhod, feven leagues to the north. The 
defire I had of finifning a work already far advanced, and which had coft me fuch a 
deal of trouble, and fo many excurfions over the burning fands, induced me to under¬ 
take an expedition to the falt-pans. I therefore embarked the 15th of June, 1753, on 
board a veffel that was going to trade there for fait. As it was well equipped, and 
the wind proved favourable, we foon got beyond the Englifli ifland, which is only a 
flip of marfliy land, a hundred fathoms in diameter, covered with reeds and almoft 
impenetrable mangroves. We palled the ifle of Bokos with the fame quicknefs ; and 
as foon as we came acrofs the fouth point of the marigot of Del, I went on fliore in 
order to fathom the neighbouring parts, while the veffel continued its courfe to the 
place where it was to anchor. 

Walking over the fands of this point, I met with fuch a multitude of ferpents, that 
they feemed to grow wherever 1 trod: fortunately for me they were neither large nor 
venomous, being hardly fo big as one’s little fmger; fo that their bite could not be 
dangerous. Thefe fands brought me to the falt-pans, which were two-thirds of a 
league from the marigot ; they are a kind of morafs, from two to three hundred fathoms 
long, and one third broad, filled with a fait water extremely fiiarp. It is fo impreg¬ 
nated with lait, as to yield one third of its quantity, and rather more; and, wnen con¬ 
gealed, it covers the bottom with a thick folid cruft. The negroes enter up. to the 
knee, and oftentimes deeper, into this water, which may be faid almoft to boil with 
the heat of the fun. They are provided with Hakes of hard wood, with which they 
break the fait; and afterwards they carry it to the river fide, where the French traffick 
with them. This fait is generally fiS white as to dazzle the eye : fome of it is alfo of 
a carnation colour: but it has always a bitter ftiarpnefs, difagreeable to the tafte ; and it 
Is this corrofive quality, that renders it not fo proper forfaiting of frelh meat and filh. 
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One would imagine, that thefe fait moraffes have fome communication with the fea. 
I had been of this opinion, before I vifited the fpot; but then I perceived the impoffi- 
bility of it. They are feparated from the Niger by a neck of land, of above five hun¬ 
dred fathoms, where a chain of fand-hills rifeth, which neither the Waters of the river 
nor even thofe of the fea, when moll tempeftuous, do ever reach. The furvey I took 
of this ground that day, convinced me further, that the bottom of this morafs is higher 
than the furface of the river: whence I concluded, that we mull trace the origin of this 
fait, which is every year produced in fuch abundance, up to fome other caufe than the 
aftual communication of the fea-water. 

When I had examined the falt-pans, and finilhed all my furveying, I went to the 
trading place called by the name of Piquet, where the exchange of goods was to be 
made, and oppofite to which the veffel had anchored. The agent for this bufinefs 
had already caufed a tent to be pitched upon the Ihore, and fome huts to be built of 
leaves of trees, under which we were to lie. The negro lord, mailer of the falt- 
pans, otherwife called korom-ajfou, or kram-affbu, having notice of his arrival, came to 
pay him a vifit. He feeraed to be about forty ; was large, and well made: his com¬ 
plexion was not a deep black, but with a little tin dure of red : he had a noble air 
though not handfome ; a quick conception, an eafy carriage, and a foft agreeable tone 
of voice : he explained himfelf very well, and with gravity. After half an hour’s con- 
verfation, when he had agreed with the agent, he conduaed us a quarter of a league 
off to the village of Guebenn, of which he was governor. There he received us very 
civilly, and even with a politenefs which qne could hardly have expetted from a man 
of his colour. He gave us a collation of new milk, palm wine, ieaque plums, called 
our at, and other fruits of the country. He had fummbned all the young people of the 
village to give us a ball; and accordingly they attended us, dancing to vocal and in- 
flrumental mufic, as far as the trading place, where they continued thefe fports till 
midnight. Dancing is the favourite entertainment of the negroes; they fometimes 
bring young children with them that can hardly Hand: one would be apt to fay, that 
they are bom dancing, tfo fee the exa&iefs of their movements. The fame amufe- 
ments were renewed every evening. In Ihort, this good man did all he could to pro¬ 
cure us diverfion; and this was not a finall comfort to us in fo defert and forlorn a 
place. 

The next day I went to reconnoitre the neighbourhood of Mouitt, which is within 
two thuds of a league to the fouthward of Piquet. It is a pretty large trading village, 
advantageoufly fituate on a hill well planted with calabalh-trees, and wild figs, of a 
very great height; the latter bear a flrong refemblance to the fycamore of the ancients. 
By the way I paffed near a great number of fmall falt-pans, full of a ftrong red fait, 
infinitely more fliarp and more corrofive than that of the large falt-pans of Guebenn. 

I likewife met with foxes, antelopes, and the footfteps of wild boars and wolves lately 
imprinted on the fand: but the fhooting of thofe animals, with which I was well ac¬ 
quainted, did not tempt me fo much as that of certain black birds, which I defcried 
eaftward of the village. They were fo like a turkey, both as to fize and feathers, that 
one might very eafily miftake them. I killed two with the fame iliot, one male, and 
the other female. They had both a kind of black hollow helmet on the head, of the 
lame bulk and figure as that of the captor: upon their neck they had a lonf plate like 
a very bright vellum, which was red in the male, and blue in the female. °This bird 
might be the galhnache of the Portuguefe, or what the French in the American iflands 
call mar chan ; but the negroes give it the name of guinar. The inhabitants of this neigh- 
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bourhood look upon it as a marabou , that is, as a facred animal; perhaps, becanfe it 
generally lives longer than the finall ferpents, fo common in the neighbourhood, and 
for which the negroes have a fuperfidious veneration. They could not bear that I 
ihould be fo audacious as to facrifice their marabous to my pleafure : nay, they looked 
upon me as a conjurer, when 1 brought them to the ground with the very fir ft ftiot; 
for they imagined thofe birds to be invulnerable. They carried their fuperftition fo 
far, as to tell me, that I lliould infallibly die on my journey, for having committed fo 

heinous a crime. _ t 

This action did not gain me the efteem of the inhabitants of Mouitt: however, I got 
away from thence without any harm, and continued my journey towards the village of 
Guioel and Guebenn, where I found a flirub, called foudenn in the country ; it is a kind 
of alkanna *, the leaves of which are ufed by the negro men. and women to give a 
red die to their nails, and they never lofe this colour till they come to grow again. 1“ rmn 
thence I continued my journey as far as the village of Del, and then I returned to the 
trading place. The banks of the Niger were at that time covered in this fpot with a 
fniail kind of fifh, fcarce fo large as half a goofe quill: they were white and tranfpa- 
rent as chryftal, and each fide of them was marked with a narrow lilver line. 

After fpending three days at the falt-pans of Guebenn, I fet out from thence the 
18th in the evening, and returned to the ifland of Senegal, directing my courfe by the 
point of Barbary, in order to be able to fettle it in my map. 1 travelled very near 
three leagues on foot, coafting its fands through all their windings, from the bar upon 
the weflern bank of the Niger, as far as the village of Gueutt, which is parallel to the 
middle of the ifland of Senegal. My canoe followed me along fhore, and kept as near 
to land as poffible, in order to take me in, if I fhould happen to be flopped by a 
rivulet, or by any of thofe thickets of tamarifk and fanar, which are fcattered upon the 
coaft. All the way I faw nothing but yellow crabs, which covered the earth in fuch 
a manner, that fometimes I went over plains of above fifty fathoms, without being 
able to difcover one foot of bare ground. On thofe white fands the fea bind-weed f 
expanding its purple flowers, amidft the agreeable verdure of its trailing ftalks, formed 
altogether an admirable embroidery. The flirubs I faw there were a few tamariiks, 
the beidel-oJfar\, the paretuiver §, the fanar §, the fpartium[|, the conocarpus and great 
numbers of lobelia **, and icaque ff. The latter is a receptacle for a kind of red ants, 
which lodge in its branches : among the leaves they form a kind of neft, from whence 
they afiail thofe who are fo imprudent as to draw near to gather the fruit; and they 
bite them moft unmercifully. I could not efcape thofe infefts, as I had a good deal of 
the wood to traverfe. There was fomething fo venomous in their fling, that my face 
and hands were covered with blifters, as if they had been fcalded : the pain was not 
afluaged, till I got thoroughly wet with a heavy rain, which fell in the beginning of 
the night, and was attended with thunder and lightning, by the help of which 1 faw 
my way to crofs the river, and got back to the ifland of Senegal. 

* Lignflmm j£gyptium 3 el henne vel tamar-endi. P. Alp, JEgyp* pag, 23. 

t Convolvulus mannua cathartic us 3 folio rotundo 3 flare puvpureo. Plum, Plant* de FAmiriqW} pag, S g t 
pla. 104. 

t Beidel-ofiar, P, dip, JEgyp, pag. 83* ^ $ Trees which have not been yet deferibed, 

11 Spartmm fcandeas, eitreis foliis 3 floribus albis* ad notlos confertim nafcentibui. Plum* Cat, pag* 19* 
Conocarp ns. Linn . Hart , Cliff, pag . 485. 1 
** Lobelia frutefcexiSj port ulacac folio* Plum. Gen, pag, 31* 

It Ic aco f ru 6b ex aibo rub efeente. Plum „ Cm * pag , 43, 
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As foon as I arrived there, I began to think of returning to France. I had been 
abfent from home upwards of four years j and during that time 1 had had occaficn to 
make as numerous a leries of obfervations, as could reafonably be expeQed in the fet- 
tlement of Senegal: at leaft if there were any more remaining, they were only fuch as 
might be deemed a mere matter of curiofity, or generally efcape the eye of even the 
moft clear lighted, or require too long a ftay to finifti. Thefe confiderations were fuf- 
ficient to determine me ; and as feveral veffels were expe&ed that very fame month, I 
refolved to embrace that opportunity. 

Though I had fent yearly into France to Meffieurs de Reaumur and de Juffieu, a 
gi'eat number of animals, birds, fiflies, infeCts, herbs, feeds of plants and other pro¬ 
ductions of the country, according as they fell in my way; yet I was fenfible that 
many things were ftill wanting, efpecially feveral trees and fhrubs which had never yet 
been feen in Europe, not even in the king’s gardens. Being apprized of the particu¬ 
lar encouragement his majefty vouchfafes to give to botanifts, and excited moreover 
by the orders of the Duke d’Ayen, which I received by means of M. B. de Juffieu, I 
thought my honour concerned, as a naturalift, not to return to France, without 
bringing along with me the moft remarkable plants that grow in the fcorching climate 
of Senegal, to add them to thofe which his majefty has collected, from both hemi- 
fpheres, and which are preferved with fuch tafte and magnificence in the green-houfes 
at Trianon, Choifi, and Paris. 

"With this view I refolved to take one trip more to Podor; and accordingly I fet 
out the tenth of July with a favourable wind. Since I had been in the country, I 
had never feen but two European plants, the tamarifk and purflane: and this third 
expedition gave me an opportunity to obferve, that of all the trees which line the banks 
of the Niger, there is not an eighth part, but what are of a very hard fpinous wood, 
chiefly acacias, taller and flenderer in proportion as they are more remote from the fea- 
coaft. But what ftruck me moft, was the fliooting of monkeys, which I enjoyed within 
fix leagues this fide of Podor, on the lands to the fouth of Donai, otherwife called 
Coq; and I do not think there ever was better fport. The vefiel being obliged to 
ftay there one morning, I went on fhure, to divert myfelf with my gun. The place 
was very woody, and full of green monkeys, which I did not perceive but by their 
breaking the boughs on the tops of the trees, from whence they tumbled down upon 
me : for in other refpc&s they were fo filent and nimble in their tricks, that it would 
have been difficult to hear them. Here I flopped, and killed two or three of them, before 
the others feemed to be much frighted: however, when they found themfelves wounded, 
they began to look for fhelter ; fome by hiding themielves among the large boughs ; 
others by coming down upon the ground ; others, in fine, and thefe were the greateft 
number, by jumping from one tree to another. Nothing could be more entertaining, 
when feveral of them jumped together on the fame bough, than to fee it bend under 
them, and the hithermoft to drop down to the ground, while the reft got further on, 
and others were ftill fufpended in the air. As this game was going on, I continued 
ftill to fhoot at them ; and though I killed no lefs than three and twenty in lefs than 
an hour, and within the fpace of twenty fathoms, yet not one of them fcreeched the 
whole time, notwithftanding that they united in companies, knit their brows, gnafhed 
their teeth, and feemed as if they intended to attack me. 

My firft care, upon my arrival at Podor, was to gather as many plants as poffible 
for the king’s garden j and I had great fuccels in collecting and putting into two large 
chefts three hundred different trees, before I left the faCtory: for the laft time I went a 
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fliooting, upon my return to theneighbourhood^of Bokol, which was on the fecond of Au- 
guft, by walking in the heat of the fun, I had been feized with a burning fever, of that 
malignant fort which carries off molt Europeans in lefs than two days. Thus this voyage 
proved more dangerous to me, than all my former expeditions and fatigues, in the fpace 
of four years, during which time I never had the leaf! illnefs. I was three days with¬ 
out any affiltance, before I arrived at the ifland of Senegal, where I llruggled with the 
diftemper a whole month j and after a relapfe, which brought me within an inch of my 
grave, at length I totally recovered. My youth, and a found conflitution, which had 
never been hurt by debauch, together with the generous afliftance of the tendered: of 
friends*, preferved my life. 

Of all the velfels that came this year upon the coalt, there was only one left, with 
which I could return to France. I went on board her in a ftate of convalefcence, after 
palling the bar the fixth time, and we weighed from the road of Senegal the 6th 
of September. The contrary winds which prevail at that time of the year did not pro- 
mife us a fliort voyage; and as they blew from the north and north-eaft, we could not 
ftretch northward, but were conftantly obliged to bear to the weft. Upon our way, 
within ten leagues of the illands of Cape Verd, perceiving a very white fea, we founded 
a hundred fathoms or more, without finding any bottom : after which the fea-having 
refumed its ufual colour, we imagined we had palled over a white fand-bank, which 
the Dutch charts mark at eighty fathoms. 

At a time when we were within two hundred leagues of the coaft, between the 17 th 
and 18 th degree of latitude, a calm came on, which lafted almoft fifteen days, with 
fuffocating heats: it was fo Hill, that the Ihip did not feem to change fituation, though 
the current had carried us a great way fouthward. This was the propereft place in 
the world to find the fea water in its full faltnefs ; fince we were at fufficient diftance 
from land, to be under no apprehenfion that the river waters could communicate any 
of their frelhnefs to it; I therefore filled a bottle, which I fealed hermetically, with an 
intention of making an analyfis of it at my return to France. 

There is nothing more tirefome than to be in a veflel becalmed; and nothing more 
dreadful than to be far out at fea, when provifions begin to fall fliort. We made ufe 
of this unlucky accident to catch fome filh, and were very much in the right; for the 
fmall quantity of frelh provifions we had taken in at Senegal, was confumed ; fo that 
we were now reduced to fait meat, an,d likely to be ftill a long time at fea. 

_ At that time there was great plenty of requiens, bonites, grand oreilles, and golden- 
nis: the three latter live only on flying filh, of which they are fo greedy, that if you 
only counterfeit one of them, by covering the hook with a little linen, and two white 
feathers, and let it hang at the end of a rod, or behind the ftern, they will be fure to 
bite direftly. We ufed no other bait, and it fucceeded fo well, that we took a pro¬ 
digious quantity of them, part of which we falted, for fear of fcarcity. The bonitc and 
grand oreille are a middling fpecies of tunny-filh, and have altogether the fame tafte: 
the goUennh is fome what inferior to them in this refpeQ:, but greatly furpaffes them in 
beauty; and without doubt it is the beautifulleft filh in the fea. The colour of its body 
is a dark blue ground, which in the water appears like an azure blue, and after palling 
through all the gradations of green and violet, is loft in a gold luftre, diliufed all round 
its fides, which gives it the richeft drefs that can poflibly be imagined. 

* M, Andriot, whom I have already mentioned. 
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To this firft calm fucceeded feveral others, the lhortefl of which were from three to 
eight days; nor did they leave us till we had palled the 30th degree of latitude. There 
we had fouth-weft winds, by the help of which we intended to put into the neareft of 
the Azores. This was the belt thing we could do in our prefent fituation, when we 
wanted both bifcuit and frelh water, and the greateft part of our fhip’s company were 
unfit for fervice. 

A few days after we defcried a very high foggy land, which we found to be the ifle 
of Pico; and near it was that of Fayal. We made all the fail we could towards the 
latter, and entered the harbour to the eaftward the 20th of October. There we caft 
anchor in fifteen fathoms, afterwards in nine, a fandy bottom, fubject to magnetical 
attraction, and a bad holding ground. This is the only port in the ifland of Fayal; 
and though it feems to be fheltered by two great mountains, yet it is expofed to the 
north-call and fbuth-eaft winds, which occaficn a very rough fea, efpecially in autumn, 
and drive the fliips off the coaft, unlefs they are well moored with three and even four 
anchors. From the weft winds it is covered by the ifland itfelf, out of which it is 
fcooped, as it were, in a femicircle, four hundred fathoms wide, and three hundred 
deep. The ifland of Pico, which is two leagues over againft it, flickers it alfo from 
the general eaft winds; but on the other hand, it is the caufe of its being annoyed by 
others far more dangerous; for it refle&s the fouth-weft and north-well winds that 
come towards it; and it flops the clouds, which occafion fuch a variation of winds. I 
obferved during my ftay at Fayal, and the inhabitants affured me, they had long ex¬ 
perienced it, that as often as the ifle of Pico is darkened by a fog, it is productive of 
wind; and this they look upon as their molt faithful anemofcope*. It is likely that 
this mountain has the fame effeCl as an unelectrified body, which attrafteth the clouds j 
whence it happens, that the ambient air, being preffed unequally on all fides, is forced to 
take an irregular courfe. 

The Pico of the Azores is hardly more than half a league in perpendicular height: 
when viewed from the fide of Fayal, it has the form of 1 a lhort cone, terminating in 
a fharp nipple, and is in 38 deg. 35 m. north latitude, and 3^ deg. weft longitude. 
This is the only mountain in the ifland of the fame name, which may be looked upon 
as the vineyard plot of Fayal: for the latter depends thereon, and all its inhabitants 
have their country houfes there, with their farms and vineyards, which they cultivate 
with great care. Thither they go every year to attend their vintage, which produceth 
two forts of white wine, like fack, but of an inferior quality. Their malmfey is not fo 
lufcious: but the dry or table wine is almoft as ftrong as brandy, and quickly mounts 
up to the head. As foon as their wines are made, they convey them in September and 
October to their cellars in Fayal, from whence they are exported to Brazil and fome 
other parts of the world, by the name of wines of Fayal, though this ifland produceth 
none, and they all come from Pico. 

If Fayal was not expofed to fuch frequent gulls of wind, it would be one of the moft 
beautiful harbours in the world, becaufe of the delightful profpect it affords, to thofe 
who approach it by fea. The ftay we made there, before we went on Ihore, gave me 
an opportunity to view it at my full leifure. It appears like a mountain fcooped into a 
femicircle, and divided into four or five fummits, covered with trees, which delcend 
down as far as the fea, by a very gentle declivity. At the foot of this mountain the 
town winds along the port, and is furrounded with a great number of gardens, ranged 

* An inftrument which /hews from what fide the winds blow. 
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one over the other in the form of an amphitheatre, which even in its irregularity affords 
a mod charming view to the eye- The anchoring place is like that of Santa Cruz in 
the ifland of Tenerif, with this difference, that the fliore is lefs fteep, and is covered 
with a pretty fine fand or gravel, of a blackifh colour, on which it is eafier landing. 

About the middle of the harbour there is a kind of fort, the walls of which are 
wafhed by the fea. The town comes next, and is of the fame figure as the harbour ; 
it is governed by a Capita# mor*, and very populous. There are five thoufand inhabi¬ 
tants, all Portuguefe, moil of them eccleiiaftics, and religious of both fexes; for indeed, 
I never faw fo many convents in one town. The churches are handfome, and properly 
maintained. There are alfo feveral good buildings, among the red the college be¬ 
longing to the Jefuits, who are temporal lords of the ifland- The burghers houfes are 
very neat, all wainfcotted and inlaid, whence one may judge that they are in no want 
of wood. 

The ifland of Fayal is in a fine climate ; the air is very good, and preferves during 
the whole winter a fufficient temperature, to have no occafion for fire $ and indeed they 
never warm themfelves, nor do you fee any chimney in their houfes. In fummer it is 
conftantly refrefhed with breezes: for as it is fituate in the middle of the fea, it is fure 
to receive them from what quarter foever they blow $ and they render the heats fup- 
portable. 

The foil is not lefs to be admired than the temperature of the air: as it is red and 
ftony, and in that refpe£t very like the foil of the ille of Pico, it would be extremely 
fit for producing good wines; but there is not room enough, and therefore they' are 
fatisfied with planting fuch things as are mo ft neceffary for life. The moifture of the 
mountains preferves its fertility: their tops are covered with very beautiful trees, as 
walnut and chefnut trees, white poplars, and efpecially ftrawberry-trees, that never 
lofe their verdure. It is owing to the prodigious quantity of the latter in this ifland, 
that the Portuguefe have given it the name of Fayal, which in their language fignifies a 
ftrawberry.tree. The juice or moifture of the earth is wonderful, being in conftant 
culture: it never lies idle, and yet is continually producing the feveral fruits of the 
earth. On the umbrageous hills they plant a great many roots, as potatoes and colocafia, 
which ferve to feed their domeftics. The fields arc like unto fo many gardens, parted 
from one another by dry walls, breaft high : they are fetafide for com j but what little 
they gather, is hardly^ fufficient to maintain the inhabitants; who fupply what is wanting 
with maize, lupines, little ciches, and fome other legumes, which grow better upon the 
fide of the hill. 

I hey have Iikewife a confiderable dependence upon their gardens, where they culti¬ 
vate a great number of fruit trees, oranges and citrons of all forts, pear, apple fie 
and pomegranate trees, vines, and olives, with herbs of various forts. Melons, jnromons, 
fweet calabaflies f, and ieveral other fruits of the earth, grow almoft fpontaneoufly. 
There is nothing wanting, but for the inhabitants to lay out their gardens in more order 
and to drefs them a little better; as they have plenty of flowers. For borders thev 
have a great deal of onions, thyme, lavender, fage, rofemary, fweet bafii, and aroma¬ 
tic plants. The pink, the gilhflower, the balfam apple, the jeffamin, the balifier 
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the afphodel-lilies # , the daffodils, and the tuberofe, were in flower in the beginning 
of the month of November. At the fame time the lupines f, with which they had 
planted the hills, had fhot out of the ground, and probably were to be ripe the month 
of January following. 

It is impoflible to find any where elfe greater plenty of cattle. They have excellent 
oxen, flieep, and fwine: they likewife breed all forts of poultry. Fifh is not very com¬ 
mon, and they have none but from the fea. At that time they were fifhing for finall 
foies and flounders, which they catched eafily with a rod. I obferved a certain confor¬ 
mity between this ifland and that of Tenerif, as it has very little game, and few birds. 
In feveral of my walks, for two leagues all round, I met with only a few hares, and 
feme quail fcattered about the fields. True it is, that there were blackbirds on the 
tops of the mountains; and I faw a great number of them my fell, whofe black plumage 
was agreeably fpeckled with white : they perched in flocks on ftrawberry-trees, eating 
the fruit and chattering all the time. 

Though autumn is a very agreeable feafon in the Azores or Weftern Tfles, yet the 
fkies began to be over-caft and to threaten rain. The ifland of Fayal is more rainy than 
the reft; doubtlefs, becaufeofthe ifle of Pico, and its own mountains, which determine 
the clouds to flop there. Hence arife a great number of fp rings, which appear every 
where, even in feveral parts of the town, where they are collected in well-paved citterns. 
The water of thefe fprings, though very pure, is heavy and extremely crude; to me it 
appeared to have a tinfture of mineral, and of the ferruginous kind. 

The higheft mountain in this ifland is very near its centre, within two leagues and a 
half from the town. Heretofore it vomited fire with combuftible matter, and caufed 
frequent earthquakes. The eruption in 1672 was the Iaft : it left at the mouth of the 
volcano a large bafon, which, according to the teftimony of the inhabitants, has the 
figure of a parellelogram, furrounded with a very high wall, and fo regular, that one 
would take it to be done by art, if we did not know for certain, that it owes its origin 
to fubterraneous fires. The rain-waters have now filled this bafon, and formed it into 
a kind of lake, or to exprefs myfelf more properly, a refervoir of fine water, greatly 
admired by the inhabitants. There can be no doubt, but that the whole furface of the 
ifland has been raifed by means of this or feveral volcanos together; for it has no other 
Hone than different kinds of lavas, mixed with burnt ftones and pumices. The grain 
of thofe lavas is much thicker than that of the ftones of the ifland of Tenerif, of which I 
have made mention in the beginning of this narrative. 

This relaxation, though fomewhat long, gave me a great deal of pleafure. Befides 
the knowledge I thereby acquired of a country, which I had never feen before, Ire- 
frefhed myfelf after the fatigues of my voyage, and was better prepared for that to 
France. The ufual flownefs of the Portuguefe, and the difficulty we had, from the rough- 
nefs of the fea, in laying in a frefh ftore of water, wood, bifeuit, flour, beef, fowls, 
and other proviflons, hindered us from leaving the port of Fayal till the 8th of Novem¬ 
ber. The wind was at fouth-weft, fo that we foon loft fight of the Azores. I em¬ 
braced the opportunity of the calmnefs of the weather, to fill a fecond bottle of water 
within three hundred leagues of the coaft of France: and this was all I wanted, irt order 
to make a comparifon between it, and the bottle I had filled in the fea of Senegal. 

Our voyage from Senegal to Fayal had been very tedious; but that from Fayal to 
France proved moft dangerous. We had fcarcely advanced fifty leagues from the 

* Lilio-afphodelua puniceus. Cluf. Hiji. j. pag. 137. 

-J- Lupinu* albus. Pari, Mari/. Hift. fed- a. tab. 7. fig. 3. 
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Azores, when a boifterous fouth-eaft wind fpread itfelf over the deep, and affailed os 
with a ftorm which iafted two months* We were obliged to furl our Jails j and in this 
condition we tumbled and toffed about, at the mercy of the waves- Imagine to your- 
felf the fituation of a crazy veflel, expofed to a tempeftuous ocean, now rifing a»top a 
watery mountain, and now finking into an abyfs; battered in flank by one wave, ovei- 
borne by another, which in falling feems as if it would dafli it into a thoufand pieces. 
Imagine at the fame time the uneafy condition of a voyager, who feeks for repofe, 
which he can no where find ; the perplexity of a pilot, w’nofe art is baffled, and who 
in vain looks up to the heavens to find out his courfe, while thick clouds and foaming 
billows feem to confpire againft him : imagine, in fhort, the confufion even of the 
mo ft experienced mariner^ who fees a fhip diiappear on one fide of him j how tor lorn* 

how comfortlefs the feene! . . r , 

Such was our fituation during the two fhortefl months in the year , in lucn dn- 
trefs were we tofled to and fro, both in the Ocean and the Ohannel, whithei we weie 
forced by the currents, and where we were every day obliged to avoid the very land 
we fought for left we fhould fplit on the rocks, which abounded on that coaft: when a 
calm enfuing, we took advantage of it to get out of the Channel, and to feek for fhcltei 
in Breft. For the violence of the ftorm had torn our fails to pieces, broke all our 
tackling, and damaged the body of the veffel; and as provifions were alfo fhort, we 
could not in this condition reach L’Orient, our deftined harbour, even if we had had the 
moft favourable gales. 

As foon as we came to the ifle of Ulhant, we took a coaft in g pilot on board, who 
brought us into the harbour of Breft, the 4th of January, 1754 * d he reader may 
judge of the ftate I was in, upon my arrival at this port, after a very hard voyage of 
four months, which I had undertaken juft as I was recovering from a dangerous fick- 
nefs, the remembrance whereof was ftill more afiMing to me, when I perceived that 
moft of 'the plants which occafioned it, were deftroyed by the feverity of the feafon. 
While our veflel was refitting, in order to proceed on her voyage to port L’Orient, I 
pafled a month at Breft for the recovery of my health, and to prepare myfelf for my 
journey to Paris : this I performed in the midfl of the froft and fnows of the month of 
February, which, as every body knows, were extremely piercing, efpecially in Brit¬ 
tany. The reft of my plants were killed by the cold: however they did me a piece 
of fervice in convincing me, that even the falteft water, fuch as that of Senegal, is 
capable of being frozen. The two bottles l brought from thence, well covered with 
hay, were broke by the ice congealed within them, which tailed quite frefh, as Mr. de 
Juffieu and 1 obferved, upon my arrival at Paris the 18 th of February after upwards 
of five years’ abfence. 
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OriffmlW written in the Portuguefe Language* by the Reverend Father Joano i>os Santos, of thr 
Order of St.Domingo, and publifhed at Paris in the Year 1684. 



BOOK I. 

CONTAINING A SUCCINCT RELATION OF THE MOST CURIOUS AND REMARKABLE 

PRODUCTIONS OF THE COUNTRY. 

CHAP. L — Of the three Divifwm of the Worlds and the Fourth added to thefe by Don 

Emmanuel King of Portugal . 

r PHIS great monarch, crowned in the year 1496, was fo fortunate during his reign as 
to difcover empires fo numerous, that he excited the wonder of the whole world 
at his fuccefs, his prudence, and good management 3 for, not a nation exifted but 
looked on him with reverence, not a province in which he was unknown. 

The geographers of his day afcertained that the world was of greater extent than 
before imagined 3 the ancients limiting it to three divifions only, to thefe this fovereign 
added a fourth, in America, which was difcovered under his reign, and fubje&ed to 
his dominion. Intent on aggrandizing himfelf in this quarter, Emmanuel* not with- 
Handing he could with facility have done them much injury, refrained from difturbing 
the tranquillity of the Caftilians; preferring conquefts obtained over diftant and barba¬ 
rous countries to warring with Catholics, with whom the dictates of confcience enjoined 
him to live in peace 5 and applying the whole bent of his mind to the extermination of 
idolatry in the Indies, and the fubftitution of the only true faith. 

Infpired with zeal thus laudable he determined, if neceffary, to profecute his inten¬ 
tion in perfon^ but previoufly he fitted an armament, deftitied, either with allowance 
of the fovereigns of thefe countries or by force, to effedt fettlements among them. With 
this view many fhips of war were equipped in 1586*, on board of which fome excellent 

* This is an error of the prefs, the date fhould be 1506- Emmanueldueceeded John II. hi the throne 
of Portugal in 1495-6* and Nay a discovered the empire of-the Monomotopa in 1505*6. See Murr's 
Diflertatioii on Martin Behaim, vol. xi. p.302. of this work. Dos Santos, as the reader will perceive, appears 
not to have compofed his tvork until many years after the expedition, feeing he notices the difcovery of 
the ftrait of Magellan by the navigator of that name, an event which did not occur until the year 1520. 
See the Voyage of Pigafetta round the World, vol. xi. p.288. of this work. Eng. Trans. 
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troops were embarked and ftore of valuable merchandize; and the command of the 
expedition was entrufted to Pedro de Nay a, who was felicitous of labourers to toil in 
the vineyard of the Lord. Learning the praife-worthy defign of His Portuguefe Majefty, 
I offered, in conjunction with many other miffionaries to fail with the fleet, and take 
charge of the ghoftly health of his troops, adminifter the facraments to them, during 
i their long voyage, and ftimulate them to fight with ardour for the glory of God, and 
the aggrandizement of the Portuguefe throne and nation. 

In the beginning of April 1506, I repaired to Lifbon, accompanied by the other 
miflionaries of the order of Santo Domingo, hoping for favourable winds, and expect¬ 
ing to fail immediately after our arrival; but we were taught to have no reliance on the 
weather, for no fooner did the wind begin to blow, as w r e wilhed, than it changed to 
an adverfe direction ; this, however, did not prevent our embarking, though it delayed 
our departure till the 13th of the month, when we fleered towards the Brazils ; but 
fcarcely had we got well out to fea before we experienced a gale fo violent as placed 
us in great peril; fuccefiive ftorms alfo delayed our progrefs in fuch manner that we 
were unable to double the Cape of Good Hope before the 2d of July of the fame 
year *. 

We made Mozambico on the 13th of Auguft following, whence we failed for Sofala, 
the place where firlt our Portuguefe by ftratagem contrived to fortify thetnfelves, per- 
fuading the Moorilh fovereign of the country that the building which they conftrucled 
with his permiffion, and which was made a place of ftrength, was merely intended for 
a warehoufe to fecure their merchandize from the weather and robbery. 

This prince, who had heard of the grandeur of the Kings of Portugal, and who had 
long fought a friendly connexion with them, was charmed at having an occafion to oblige 
the Portuguefe, and with the greateft readinefs granted what they fo ardently defircd, 
that is to fay, the formation of a mercantile eftablifhment. But after a Httle time he 
regretted, and fought to recall the conceflion he had made; for his courtiers repre- 
fented to him that our people had deceived him, that inftead of a Ample warehoufe 
they were ereftmg fortifications ; that there were fufficient grounds for foppofing they 
had intentions of making themfelves mailers of the place, and that if they were per¬ 
mitted to profecute their works, it might be a difficult matter to difpoffefs them. The 
King, in confequence, refolved on attacking us by furprize, with defign to drive us 
not only from the poll we occupied, but likewife from the country which it appeared 
to him we had in contemplation to feize upon, and of which eventually we made our- 
felves mailers, as will be feen in the following chapter. Before I proceed, however 
to narrate the particulars of this conqueft, that I may render more intelligible 
what I lhall have to impart, it is meet I fhould give a curfory detail of the general dif- 
pofirion of the four quarters of the world. 

„ Oforius, following ancient geographers, divides the globe into three parts only, 
Europe, Alia, and Africa; but moderns, more enlightened, have added to thefe 
America, difcovered in the year 1497, and juftly entitled to form a fourth divifion 
being of greater extent and richer than the other three. 

Without entering into the merits of thedifputed point, contended for by the Spaniards 
and other nations, of who firft had the honour and good fortune of difcovering this 


jP“ progre& of the Portuguefe m the art of navigation at this early period is highly worthy of 
remark; already, in *506, their beft martnes feem to have been acquainted with the win#*, prevalent in 
the tropical legions, and the advantage of fleering to the weft, in order with greater cafe to double the 
Cape cf Goon Hope, and avOrd the calms and floras, which, on coafting Africa, though the neareft 
courfe, fo much procraftrnate a voyage to the Indies. Eng. Trans. 
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■extenfive and beautiful portion of the globe, I may fafely advance that many perfons 
contributed to its exploration. Alvarez Cabral, a Portuguefe, while failing along the 
coaft of Africa, was carried away fo much to the weftward by certain violent winds, 
that without any defign on his part, he made the coaft of the Brazils* ; Chriitoval 
Colon a Genoefe, is reputed to have failed ftill farther weftward, and Americo Vel- 
pucci/a Florentine, is held merely to have accompliihed what the others had begun. 
However this may be, general confent, about the year 1500, applied the name of the 
laft navigator to this part of the globe. It is furrounded by the fea, which, m the 
northern part, Separates it from the other divifions, and m the iouth forms the lrrait oil- 

covered by Fernando Magellan, a Portuguefe, in 1520. ' 

As the beauty and abundance of a country are in proportion to the number or the 
rivers it can boaft, and as thefe facilitate communication between its parts, the fecundity 
and value of this is inconteftible, for it is watered by numerous, broad, and deep itreams. 
Of thefe the chief are: the Orellana, which is fifty leagues in breadth and more than 
fifteen hundred long; the Maranan, fifteen leagues broad; the Frata for Silver RiverJ, 
from Peru, whence the filver is brought which forms the medium of the whole world s 

This divifion of the globe moreover furpafles the others by its illands, of which there 
are five remarkable ones. The firft is Cuba, two hundred leagues in length and feventy 
in breadth; the fecond Santo Domingo, one hundred and fifty leagues by eighteen; 
the third St.John, fifty leagues by eighteen; the fourth ifland is that of St. James, its 
dimenfions fifty leagues by twenty; Maracapana makes the fifth, that in which three 
brethren of our order fuffered martyrdom from the infidels. _ . 

If we credit the relation of Herodotus refpeaing the origin of the denominations 
given to three of the divifions of the globe, we muft attribute that of Afia to a fon of 
Maneo, of fimilar name, fo called from the defcent of his famdy, being from a tribe 
inhabiting the city of Sardis, the members of which tribe were called Afians. 1 his 
divifion is bounded, weftward, by the Red Sea, which feparates it from Africa; north¬ 
ward, by the Mediterranean, the Black Sea, the fanais,^ Dwina and the lalus 
Maeotis, which feparate it from Europe. 1 St.Anfelm ftates it to contain thirty pro¬ 
vinces, while others make their number forty-two. However this may be, it is noto¬ 
rious that in its dimenfions, as in wealth, it furpafles Europe^ and Africa united. It 
was antiently celebrated as the fite of the empire of the Affynans and Medes, and is 
ftill famous from containing the powerful dominions of the Perfians and luiks. In 
this part of the world did the Almighty create our primogenitor Adam, and place him 
in a terreftrial paradife; here it was that a veftige of the former world was preferved 
in Noah’s ark from the devaftation of the general deluge; and here moft ot the 
events related in the old and new teftaments occurred. . 

Jofephus, in the firft book of his Jewifh Antiquities (Lib. xv.), affirms, that Africa de¬ 
rives its name from Opher, a grand Jon of Abraham, who went into Lybia at the head of a 
powerful army. After fighting and overcoming his enemies, he fojoumed in the land; 
where his prefence was neceffary, not only to curb the Africans, but atfo the Ethiopians, 
Phenicians, and Greeks, by whom it was inhabited. The Carthaginians gave fplen- 


* The date of the difcovery of the Brazils by Cabral, according to Banos, JhcadaJrmtira drib 
M« lib iv. c. a. WPS the 24th of April 1502. Americo Vefpucci was difpatched by Emmanuel on a 
J‘’ 0 f difcovery to the South Atlantic in i 5 OI ; and, on the ill of April 1502, made the coalt of 
the province now termed the Terra Firma ; but he was preceded, according toTome authors, in the dif- 
coverv of this pan of America by Rodrigo de Baftidiasand Joano de la Cofa. The merit of the lirft dif- 
covery of America is unqneftionably to be attributed to Colon. Ekc. Tkahs. 
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dour to this quarter of the world by the ftrength of their immenfe armies, which 
were univerfally dreaded. Africa contains many different nations deferring of notice, 
from the manner in which they live, and their ftrange and diffimilar cuftoms; for 
among them are fome, the Adrimachides for example, who eat not either of the flelh of 
oxen or fwine. The inhabitants of Mount Atlas feed on pulfe alone. The Africans, 
or Lybians, fupport themfelves commonly on milk and wild animals ; and, while they 
permit the hair to grow on the right fide of the head, /have that which grows on the 
left. The Macas and Guidanes are entirely /horn, and wear crowns limilar to the 
fillets of our priefts. The Aufes fufter the hair in front to grow over their forehead, 
fo as to cover the face, but bare the reft of the head. The Zingantes generally dwell 
in forefts, and fubfift on honey and wild beafts; as foon as their children are capable 
of toil, they are taught to cultivate the ground, at which employ they are affifted by 
their mothers, while the fathers go to war. 

Pomponius Mela afcribes the derivation of the name of Europe to a princefs, daugh¬ 
ter of Agenor, King of Tyre in the province of Phenicia, who was feized upon by 
Jupiter and borne to the ifland of Crete, the prefent Candia. 

This laft divifion is parted into many kingdoms, France, Portugal, Spain, England, 
Germany, Poland, &c. France is one of the chief kingdoms of Europe ; its fovereign 
is very powerful both by fea and land, and all its governments are fo amply endowed 
with every fpecies of natural produce, and abound in fiich degree in all kinds of mer¬ 
chandize, as to have no need of the affiftance of foreign countries; moreover, without 
going to the Indies, it poffeffes within itfelf mines of gold and /liver adequate to its 
wants*. 

But now, entering upon the fubject of our prefent work, I /ball obferve that Ethiopia 
is divided into two provinces, eaftern, and weftern. 


* This paffage, no doubt, is an interpolation of Don Gaetan Charpy, from whofe mnflatiorc into French 
of the work of XJos Santos, effe&ed at the inftigation of, and dedicated to the great Colbert, the prefent 
JEuglifh tranfladon is given. There can be no queftion of the adequacy of the produce of France to 
anfwcr all the natural wants of its population, but luxury has introduced artificial wants which neceffi- 
tate a foreign commerce. As the mines of France are here noticed, and as little in Young's or Lifter’s 
tour through France, given in this work, is mentioned refpe£ting them, the following account of their 
productions in weight and value, extracted from the u Statiftique de la France et fgs Colonies par une 
Society de Gens de Lettres ct de Savans.’’ Paris An xii. 1804, will probably not be unacceptable 
to the reader, efpecially as the original account, printed under the patronage of the government, and 
compofed.in great meafure by individuals belonging to the different Bureaux, may be regarded as 
official. 


Quality of die Mmetals. 

Iron, marketable, 

Lead, do* 

Copper, do. 
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Eaftern Ethiopia begins at the Cape of Good Hope and extends along the coaft of 
the Ocean and the Eaftern Sea to the Red Sea. It is a very fertile province, peopled, 
as is Weftern Ethiopia, by different nations, whofe cuftoms greatly vary. The climate 
is exceedingly hot and unwholefome, efpecially for ftrangefs, as is experienced by the 
Portuguefe who dwell in this country, who moftly are feized with maladies and die of 
fever ; ftill is not the mortality of the climate of fufficient weight to deter them From 
adventuring hither, or allay their thirft for gold. 

Weftern Ethiopia commences likewife at the Cape of Good Hope, ftretches to the 
boundaries of Egypt on the eaftern fide of the peninfula of Africa, and is confined on' 
the foutli, by the Ethiopia above Egypt, on the north by the borders of Lybia, em¬ 
bracing the country inhabited by the Troglodites, called by the Greeks Pallors or 
Wild Men, owing to their perpetual refidence in groves and forefts, where they fubfift 
on hunting and plunder. 

-Thefe Ethiopians efteem fo highly thofe animals on which they fubfift, that at the 
time of circumcifing their children, they give them the name of the ox, the flieep, the 
lion. &c. regarding thefe animals, from affording the means of fupporting life, as coad¬ 
jutors with their fathers and mothers in the exiftence of their offspring. 

Their wives, to whom the lot is affigned of cultivating and lowing the land, are held 
in lb much honour, that where any difference or difpute occurs between two parties, 
they i’ummon the difputants before them, adjudge the point in queftion, and fo per¬ 
fectly by their authority terminate the quarrel, that nothing more is heard between the 
parties. In thefe people what is moft worthy of remark, is to find men of fuch un¬ 
daunted fpirit, that they combat fearlefsly the lion and the tiger, and are fo eager after 
reputation, as to reckon life no longer worth preferving when the feeblenefs of age 
reftrains the exercife of their natural heroifm, yet at the fame time thus fubmiffive to 
women. With them it is held unworthy of a manly chara&er to be felicitous of 
acquifitions, the after-privation of which would be followed with pain; yet does not this 
opinion, by no means a barbarous one, prevent their perfect refignation to the will of 
their wives. 


CHAP. II. — Of the Manner in which the Portuguefe fortified themfehes in Sofala.—The 
Jeabufy of the King in confeqvence.—The War he waged againjl them, in the courfe of 
which he loji his Life , and the Portuguefe were confirmed Majlers of the Fort refs. 

SOFALA is a fmall maritime kingdom of Eaftern Ethiopia, dependent on the 
fovereign of Quiteva, fituate between the river Guama and Mount Manica, in 2o|° 
of feuthern latitude. It extends along the fea and the banks of a river, a league in 
width, which flows through the country called Mocarangua, by Zimboc, the capital 
and refidence of the King of Quiteva. The King has dominion over the whole of this 
country, as well as the river of Sofala, whence the inhabitants carry on uninterrupted 
commerce with thofe of Manica, who make return for the merchandize they take in 
gold dull. 

While the people of Sofala are abfent on their traffic to Manica, and collecting gold, 
ivory, amber, and Haves, their wives cultivate the land. 

The fortrefs of Sofala is a perfect fquare building, furrounded by a good wall, 
flanked by four baftions well mounted with artillery. It was begun in 1505, by order 
of Emmanuel, King of Portugal, under pretence of making it a magazine for mer¬ 
chandize ; 
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chandize ; and the Queen, Dona Catalina, who governed awhile during^ the minority 
of her grandfon, DonSebaftian, caufed its fortifications to be completed in 1580.* 

The governors, or captains-general, formerly refided fix months at Mozambico, and 
the refidue of the year at Sofala; but now they dwell altogether at Mozambico, and 
appoint a fubftitute, who governs at Sofala, and fuperintends the merchandize in the 
warehoufes there. 

The fame Queen,Dona Catalinat, anxious to render herfelf miftrefs ol Sofala, caufed 
fix large fliips to be equipped, the command of which was entrufted to Pedro da Naya, 
who, after great perils and fuffering much from ftorms, enteied 1i \0 river of Sofala 
with four of his Ihips, and effe&ed a landing. The two other fliips of his fquadron, 
of greater burthen, hept the fea, as well for the purpofe of oppofmg any enemies which 
might appear as on account of the fhallownefs of the river, which could not admit 
vefiels of their draught of water. The Moorifh King, whofe nanie was Ruffe, was 
much furprifed at hearing the Portuguefe had difembarked without alking Ins per* 
million ; but the news which firft occafioned alarm, and made him refolye on attacking 
them with all his powers, was a fource of pleafure to him, on his receiving a compli¬ 
mentary deputation from the commander of the armament, with an alfurance that he 
had been obliged to feek fhelter in the port in confequence of bad weather, and re¬ 
queuing his confent to erect a warehoufe for the fecurity of their perfons, and the 
merchandize with which the fquadron was freighted. 

This fovereign, who was blind, governed his ftates in oppofition to an eftabliflied 
law, by which a King or Prince, having any bodily defeft, is held incapable of retain¬ 
ing the fceptre ; in this cafe death is eflieemed by thefe people preferable to life. But 
this monarch, who owed his blindnefs to accident, difregarded the law, which, as he 
fhortly after obferved to Pedro da Naya, was made for others, but not for him. 

The courtiers of this Prince, as noticed in the firft chapter, informed him 
that the Portuguefe took advantage of his conceflion of leave to build themfelves a 
warehoufe, and that inftead they were haftily fortifying themfelves, and giving room 
for fufpicions of their entertaining wrong defigns; they at the fame time recommended 
him to prevent their putting thofe in execution, either by a prohibition again ft their 
further profecuting their fortifications, or by obliging them, by force of arms, to demolilh 
what they had begun. After mature reflection on the fubjeft, the King faw his fault, 
and determined on driving the intruders from their poft, when they Ihould leaft fufpe£t 
his intentions, make a general maffacre of them, and give up their merchandize as 
plunder to his troops; a meafure which he reckoned would be eafily effected, by taking 
the Portuguefe by furprize. The defign of the monarch being promulgated among the 
Moors, a large army was fpeedily collected, all being alike animated with the defire of 
making a rich booty. 

The intended treachery, on its coming to the knowledge of a Moor, named Abexin, 
was viewed by him with horror, and immediately after, with intent to counteract it, 

* This date is wrong. John IIL died June n, 15579 and the education of his grandfon Sebaflian, and 
the regency, were entrufted to Catalina his Queen. She, not with {landing the excellence of her govern¬ 
ment, was obnoxious to the Portuguefe, on account of her being a Caftillian ; and in confequence, after 
a (hort time, fhe refigned the regency to her brother-in-law, Cardinal Henry, and retired to a convent* 
The duration of her Tvvay in Portugal being very fhort, provided the fort was completed as here affirmed, 
while fhe held the reigns of government, it will probably have been in 1558, and not in i|8q* Eng, 
Tb.an5* 

t Again Dos Santos is in error. In the firft chapter he notices the expedition of Da Naya, and the 
fettle me nt at Sofala, in which he is correct, to have taken place in the reign of Emmanuel, in 1505-6, 
Exa, TftilNS* 
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he imparted what he had learnt to Pedro da Naya. The Portuguefe, unconfcious of 
having done any thing either againft the King or the Hate which could provoke fuch 
treatment, was iniftfuftful at firft of the truth of the communication, for the Moors 
are but little famed for fmcerity; but Abexin adduced fuch proofs for what he ad¬ 
vanced, that Pedro da Naya profited by the information, and kept on his guard. 

The appointed time for carrying into effett the meditated maffacre being at hand, he 
ordered his whole force under arms, to await the enemy, who aflailed the Portuguefe 
in the night, at many ppints, and with vigour incredible, though furpafled by that 
evinced by the attacked; thefe, on this occafion, taught the Moors, at their coft, to fet 
a high value on the courage of the nation they provoked to war. After a long conflict, 
overpowered by the artillery and frequent Tallies of the Portuguefe, they at length 
took to flight in confufion, and fought refuge in the palace of the Prince; but hither 
they were purfued by our people, at the point of the fword; and the King, who was 
among the fugitives, being flam, this circumftance encreafed the inveteracy of the 
Moors, who fought now not only to defend themfelves, but to revenge their fovereign’s 
death. The refolution, the obftinacy of the inhabitants, was on each fide equal, and 
victory hovered awhile over either banner j indeed, towards the clofe we fhould have 
been beaten, but for the timely fuccour brought forward by Abexin; this Moor joined 
the Portuguefe with a number of partifans, turned the tide of the battle, and caufed 
the complete overthrow of the enemy, but not before they had dangeroufly wounded 
Pedro da Naya. - The generous, friendly, and critical afliftance of Abexin was liberally 
rewarded : Da Naya, as an acknowledgment for the fidelity with which he had fulfilled 
his, engagements, and the zeal which he had fhewn in the moment of danger, after he 
bad completely fortified his magazine, and obtained fettled poffeffion of Sofala, caufed 
.him to be proclaimed King of the country; and over it he reigned many years. This 
fovereign was a trufty and fin cere friend conftantly to the Portuguefe, and a great enemy 
to his fellow-countrymen, who unwillingly faw themfelves obliged to fubmit to the 
dominion of the Portuguefe, in lieu of that of the King of Quiceva, formerly lord of 
all this country. In proeeis of time this latter monarch was alfo made tributary to the 
crown of Portugal, which had, at an after-period, no lefs than twenty-two Kings who 
did homage to it for their thrones. 

CHAP. III. — Of the Trees and Fruits which jiottriJJj throughout the whole of the Tear 

in the Territory of Sofala. 

WITH truth may it be affirmed that Sofala is the garden of all this continent; it is 
overfpread with jeflamine, perpetually green and perpetually in flower, which by the 
beautiful contrail of its white flowers and lively verdure furnifhes an enamel than which 
nothing can be more grateful to the eye. On every fide are feen, orange, lemon, and 
other curious trees, the Rmneyra for example, on which fruit and flowers are feen 
growing at the fame time in conftant fueceffion through the year. The vines are almoft 
equally exuberant, for the vintages are two-fold, the firft in January, the other in July. 
Pine-apples, refembling our peaches in flavour, but far preferable, are very numerous; 
and, among others, the fig-trees are fo heavily laden with fruit, as pleafing to the eye 
as they are grateful to the palate, that the branches bend beneath their oppreffive weight. 
Finally, the fugar-cane is cultivated along the banks of the river by the Caffres, who 
fubfift on its juice throughout the major part of the year, but who have not the inge¬ 
nuity poffeflcd by the inhabitants of other countries of cryftalflzing the Tweet they yield. 
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Here the people preferve their oranges and lemons, and carry on traffic in them with 
the Indies where they are eaten with rice. 

But, however fruitful the neighbourhood of Sofala, in the offerings of Pomona, its 
Cereal productions are fo limited, that the inhabitants are conftrained to make their 
bread half of rice and half of millet. This bread is formed into a kind of cake, not 
edible except while warm, for when it becomes cold it is harffi, and fo dry, that it 
cannot be fwaffowed without firfl being foaked in a vinous preparation from millet. 
This extract is equally potent with the wine preffed from grapes, and is much drank 
by the Caffres, but the Portuguefe ufe a different wine obtained, as will be feen, from 
the palm-tree. 

If the bread and wine of thefe poor people be little pleafant to the tafte, they are 
on the other hand indemnified by an abundance of meat, for their flock of oxen, cows, 
Iheep, fwine, and wild cattle is very confiderable, exclufive of every fpecies of poultry, 
which is fo plenteous that fifteen large fowls are bought for a Bertangy, a coin equal 
to two telloons or about eleven-pence fterling. This great plenteoufnefs of food enables 
the lower orders to live very comfortably, and the rich to indulge to fuperfluity in all 
kinds of provifion. 

Befides the fecret of foftening their bread, the Caffres have difcovered means of 
making a fubftitute for butter, which they ufe as a fauce for boiled rice. They extract 
this butter from the cakes of preffed Gergelins whence previoufly oil has been expreffed ; 
this oil ferves better for burning than olive oil, and is ufed as an unguent for all kinds 
of wounds. To fecure a provifion of butter and oil, therefore, every individual lays in 
a flock of Gergelins. 

CHAP. IV. — Of the Manner in which the King of Quiteva takes pojfejfon of his Domi¬ 
nions , and the Mode of his giving Audience. — Of the prevalent Ciiflom of the Country , 

according to which all the Wives and Concubines of the King devote themfehes to Death , 

upon his loftng his Life. 

THE name of Quiteva is common to the fovereign lord of the country bordering on 
the river Sofala, which, at his acceffion to that dignity, he affumes to the exclufion of the 
titles he might before have been known by, this dignity in the efteem of the people 
placing him on a par with the Deity; indeed, the Caffres acknowledge no other gods 
than their monarch, and to him they addrefs thofe prayers which other nations are 
wont to prefer to heaven. 

The Quiteva maintains a number of wives, the chief of whom are his near relations, 
and are denominated his queens; the refidue, by whom alfo he has children, are 
regarded merely as his concubines; from this circumftance, when he dies a "reat’eon- 
fufion is created on nominating his fucceffor. The new Quiteva is commonTy felefted 
from among thofe of his children who are the offspring of his own daughters, or fillers ■ 
with thefe near relatives he has exclufively the privilege of cohabiting, the^laws of the 
country forbidding, in an exprefs manner, his fubjeas from intermarrying with their 
filters or daughters under penalty of death, b 

If the women of whom I fpeak, on the one hand, enjoy the favour and countenance 
of the Kang during his life, tney are, on the other, obliged to give themfelves up to 
death when he happens to die; for this purpofe, that they may be conflantly ready 
to accompany him in cafe of his fuddenly expiring, they are always provided with a defe 
or poifon. , 
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The erroneous perfuafion of the princes and vaffals of this country that this mortal 
life is fucceeded by another, in which (till higher rank awaits the great than they 
enjoyed in this world, occafions thofe (whom the more powerful on account of their 
being of oppofite parties make, the vi&ims of their intereft), to fubmit with joy to their 
fate, in hopes to be courtiers about their King in another world. 

As foon as the Quiteva eeafes to live, a fucceffor is chofen, capable of governing with,, 
wifdom and prudence. Commonly for this purpofe, his eldeft fon by the royal blood 
is felefited, and fhould he fail in the requisite qualifications, the next oldeft, and thus 
in fucceffion the reft; and when among the whole it chances to happen that not one 
adequate to the high poll is found, his fucceffor is the minifter to whom the defunfl 
was accuftomed to impart his fecrets. This rule of fucceffion is however not fo Unfitly 
followed but that fome deviations from it occafionally take place. 

Thus, for example, while I. was at Sofala, the Quiteva died, and left upwards of 
thirty children, legitimate and illegitimate,; ftill not one of thefe was nominated to fuc- 
ceed him on the throne, but the brother of the deceafed, who, to a thorough know¬ 
ledge of the affaire of (late, joined all the qualifications neceffary for a governor; and 
indeed fhould he be deficient in this refpefit, it would be enough that a majority of the 
King’s concubines fhould join in his favour, as on thefe the poffeffion of the throne depends. 

As foon as the Quiteva is dead, he is buried with his predeceffors, and after his obfequies 
are terminated, on the fucceeding day, his fucceffor repairs to the royal palace, where he 
meets with fome of the concubines of the late King (for it is only thofe mod beloved and in 
whom he was wont to place the utmoft confidence, that take poifon on his dying), and with 
their confent he feats himfelf on the throne prepared for him in the midft of a large hall; 
when feated here, a curtain is drawn before hint and his wives: hence he iffues orders 
for his proclamation through the ftreets; this is the fignal for the people to flock to render 
him homage and fwear obedience, a ceremony which is performed amid great rejoicings. 

The officers and foldiers belonging to his guard in the mean-time place themfelves at 
the gates, and prevent the entrance of more than fufficient to fill the hall, that no 
difturbance or*confufion may take place. At firfl, thofe admitted proftrate themfelves 
on their knees, and thus advance towards the throne one after the other, when they 
addrefs the monarch, he remaining conftantly behind the curtain, without expofing 
himfelf to the public view until every one that has entered, has done him homage. After 
this has been effeSed, each, according to the cuftom of the country, fhakes hands with 
the Quiteva, and retires; he again places himfelf behind the curtain till the hall is once 
more filled, and the fame ceremony is again repeated : in this manner the whole day 
paffes in receiving homage. The next, the King fends his ambaffadors to publifh the 
death of the late prince, and the peaceable inflallation in his (lead of the new fovereign. 

So great is the rpfpefl; the Caffres fhew their King, that on being admitted to his 
prefence they never prelume to look him in the face, or Front him ; but withdrawing 
on one fide, they keep their eyes conftantly bent on the ground, and never fpeak to 
him but on their knees. The Portuguefe alone are allowed the privilege of addrefling 
him ftanding; they otherwife follow the example of the Caffres, and at intervals clap 
their hands as a token of joy. 

When all have been admitted to the prefence, and the levee is finiflied, the King 
caufes wine, extracted from millet and called Pombe, to be prefented to the whole of 
the company. Should it happen that any one from apprehenfion fhould objefit to drink 
of the proffered beverage, the refufal is regarded as an infult by the Quiteva, and the 
individual guilty of fuch ill-manners is ordered not to quit the town except with his 
permiffion, which, as it is never granted, caufes the delinquent to be thus configned to 
perpetual iinprifonment. 
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CHAP. V.— Of the Ceremonies obferved in caufmg one of the Children of the late King 
to be placed on the Throne. —Of the civil Wars oc'cafioncd by fuch Suecejftons, and the 
Cujlom ufual with the Suiteva of devoting hhnfelf to Death in cafe of any natural 
Defeat. 

THE numerous offspring of the Quiteva occafions many candidates for the throne; 
and as every one of his wives uies her efforts to advance her own progeny to this dig¬ 
nity, that much intrigue and difturbance fhould accompany their proje&s cannot be 
confidered a matter of furprize. Each endeavours, by prefents and magnificent pro- 
mifes, to increafe the number of her partizans and aggrandife her intereft, at the expenfe 
of that of her competitors, to caufe one of the princes, all of whom are educated in 
another quarter, to be admitted into the palace, for none can come to court without 
the exp refs confent of the King, who in confequence is inceflantly folicited at every 
hand. For, when with royal permiffion a prince once enters the palace, his preten- 
fions to the throne are regarded as indifputable ; thofe, however, who have not this 
permiffion, and by force feek to obtain this fecurity of fucceffion, by fuch demeanour 
not only fender themfelves criminal, but forfeit all pretenfions to the fovereignty. 

Contiguous to the dominions of the Quiteva, are thofe of another prince called 
Sedanda. This prince becoming affli&ed with leprofy, refolved on following implicitly 
the laws of the country, and poifoning himfelf, conceiving his malady to be incurable, 
or at leafl that it would render him fo loathfome in the eyes of his people, that they 
would with difficulty recognize him. In confequence he nominated his fucceffor, 
holding as his opinion that fcvereigns, who fhould ferve in all things as an example to 
their people, ought to have no defeat whatever, even in their perfons; that when any 
defeats may chance to befal them, they ceafe to be worthy of life and of governing their 
dominions; and preferring death in compliance with this law, to life, with the reproach 
of having been its violator. 

But this law was not obferved* with equal fcnipulofuy by one of the Quitevas, who, 
having loll a tooth, and feeling no difpofition to follow the practice of his predeceffors, 
publifhed to the people that he had loft a front tooth, in order that when they might 
behold, they yet might be able to recognize him ; declaring at the fame time that he 
was refolved on living and reigning as long as he could, efteeming his exiftence requi- 
fite for the welfare of his fubjefts. He at the fame time loudly condemned the prac¬ 
tice ot his predeceffors, whom he taxed with imprudence, nay even with madnefs, for 
having condemned themfelves to death for cafual accidents to their perfons, confeffing 
plainly, that it would be with much regret, even when the courfe of nature fhould 
bring him to his end, that he fhould fubmit to die. He obferved, moreover, that no 
reafonable being, much lefs a monarch, ought to anticipate the fey the of time ; and, 
abrogating this mortal law, he ordained that all his fucceffors, if fane, fhould follow 
the precedent he gave, and the new law eftablifhed by him. He likewife flattered his 
fubjedts with the hope of their feeing a new tooth grow in lieu of the one he had loft, 
and advening to the regret they would experience on lofing a prince whom they loved, 
on account of a defect which time and patience might eventually remedy. 

A neighbouring Sedanda, having once been nominated for his fucceffor by a Quiteva, 
on his dying, with reafon attempted to enter the palace, and feat himlelf among the 
women of the defunct, expecting according to cultom that every one would acknow¬ 
ledge his right j but he found his expectations vain, as the women with whom he was 
at enmuy, began to intrigue together to exclude him from the throne. With this view 
„ 3 they 
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they imputed to him many imperfections j openly oppofed his peaceable initiation, and 
objefted to his entering the palace. The prince, who trulled to reconcile them to his 
intereft by dint of prefents and promifes, imagined their averfion would be of Ihort 
duration, and that with the lhades of night all difficulty would vanifii; he confe- 
quently, unapprehenfive of the lengths to which they were capable of going, fullered 
the night to pafs without offering the llighteft umbrage. In the morning he again pre- 
fented himfelf in front of the palace, but encountered ftill greater refiftance than on the* 
preceding day, which obliged him a fecond time to retire. As foon as he was gone, the 
women immediately fent to another prince who was abfent, enjoining him to repair 
without delay to the palace, to take his feat among them, and affume the throne. This 
being effected without any parade, the poor Sedanda found himfelf fupplanted in a 
throne which he conlidered infallibly his own; and refenting the affront thus put upon 
him, he fought for vengeance by a refort to arms; in this view he applied to his 
friends and partizans, who promifed him fupport: but as thofe to whom he addreffed 
himfelf were mere courtiers, who looked to improve their fortunes by his fuccefs, and 
as by having recourfe to arms they would, according to the conltruCtion of law, be 
guilty of treafon, they, as foon as they were informed that the other prince had been 
proclaimed King, and had peaceable poueifion of the crown, abandoned him to his fate: 
thus the unfortunate Sedanda faw all his hopes deltroyed, and was even obliged to fly 
for fafety to the territories of his neighbours. 

As foon as the new King is acknowledged legal poffeffor of the throne, he fummons 
all his grandees to repair to court, to aflift at the ceremony of breaking the bow of the 
deceafed Ouiteva, which bow is the fame as was made on his accefiion to the kingdom. 
This aggregation of the nobility is a ftratagem ufed by the fovereign to enable him to 
rid hi mfe lf of his enemies, for under pretence of making a court in the other world for 
the deceafed, he caufes thofe grandees who are obnoxious to him to be aflaffinated for 
the purpofe of attending that monarch, and gives the polls which they enjoyed to fuch 
as poflefs his favour: thofe however who are inimical to the new King are not accuHomed 
to obey the fummons, but prefer retiring to the dominions of fome neighbouring prince, 
where they pafs the remainder of their days: in this they are imirated by all who may 
have objected to the nomination of the King. 

CHAP. VI. — Of the Excejfes of the Cajfres every Tear on occajion of the Anniverfary 
of the funeral Obfequies of the King's Predecejfors - How at thefe Times the Kingfof¬ 

fers himfelf to be vtfibly impofed upon by a Sorcerer , who counterfeits the Voice of the Iafi 
defunft Monarch ; and of the ejleem this engenders for him among the People. 

THE King, every year, on the appearance of the new moon in the month of Septem¬ 
ber, repairs to a mountain covered by a large foreft called Zimboe, which is the place 
of fepulture of the Kings. By a convocation of all his courtiers, and others who flock 
hither from every part to be prefent at the ceremonies ufed on the occafion of the cele¬ 
bration of the obfequies of the Kings, he pretends to afford comfort to the fouls of his 
predecefi’ors. As however the ceremonies confift chiefly of exceffes, it is by no means 
wonderful thefe monarchs fliould perfift in their errors; they bewail the dead by dint 
of drinking, and defift from leaping and dancing, then only when fatigue obliges them 
to ceafe. The order of this anniverfary is as follows: 

On the appointed day they repair to the mountain, and in the foreft find materials 
for feafting already prepared j here they eat and drink fo plenteoufly, that throughout 
the week thefe orgies laft, no one knows his companion. 
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The King, who excites the company to drink, prides himfelf on being the beft and 
created toper of the aflemblage; but the molt diverting part of the fcene is to iee a 
troop of people drunk with wine, and fcarcely able to ftand, fo mad as to exhibit 
a mock-engagement. For this purpofe they divide themfelves into two parties one 
oppofite to the other, their bows in their hands, from which they mceffantly difcharg 
flights of arrows into the air as fignals of rejoicing. Now they advance towards each 
other like two battalions about to engage, now ftrive each party to break through the 
ranks of the one oppofed, mingling in a pleafmg manner their forces, and playing ott 
a number of manoeuvres. Thofe who remain firm on the field of battle are acknow¬ 
ledged the molt valiant, and bear away the prize fet afide for thefe gambols ; but the 
adjudgment, it will readily be conceived, is not always the moft correft, nor can thole 
who beft fuftained the fliock at all times be rightly thought the braveft, as the conflitt 
is between men fo deeply intoxicated as not to know their next companion. 

The feafting terminated, the King and all his courtiers pretend for three days to 
bewail the death of their former Kings; after this period a demon enters into a Cattre 
forcerer, and fo well imitates the voice of the laft King whofe obfequies are celebrated, 
that everyone is deceived, and imagines that it is the foul of the King from tne otliei 
world, returned to teach the reigning prince how to govern his people, which fpeaks. 
The King now advances to confer with the forcerer ; every one proftrates hrnnelr ; and 
after other marks of refpeft for the foul of the prince, all retire, and leave the King 
tete-a-tete with the man poffeffed, who not only imitates the voice of the deceated King J 
but fpeaks in all kinds of languages if required, and holds converfation with the mo¬ 
narch with the fame familiarity a father would with a fon who might interrogate him 
on what is to happen in his kingdom. The demon pretends to unfold the^ future, 
declares whether or no war will take place, and if the living King fhall prevail or be 
vanquilhed ; whether his fubjefts fhall revolt; and many other fimilar things, in which 
divers impo(lures are dealt: and notwlthftanding the King is aware of rile cheat, he 
neverthelefs annually continues the farce on account of the profit he derives from it in 
prefents made on the occafion, and the efleem this mock-conference nourifhes for him 
in the minds of the people; thofe regarding him as the favourite of the fouls of the 
dead, and believing he holds converfe with them when he will ; that he learns from 
them, as oracles, whatever pafles in his dominions; and is inftrufted thus in the 
rule (if government he fliculd follow. 

It is not only at Sofa! a that recoorfe is had to demons, the like pra£tlce is common 
in China. Father Mendoza, in his hiftory of that country, relates thefe gentile bar¬ 
barians to be accutlomed to addrefs themfelves to demons, with whom they hold con¬ 
verfe at pleafure; he even adduces an infiance to this effedt; on failing from China to 
the Philippines in a Chinefe junk, fo dreadful a temped arofe that all on board gave 
themfelves up for loft. The Chinefe at this time began invoking their demons ; the 
which perceiving the monks on board addreifed their prayers to heaven, anti thefe pre¬ 
vented the effect of the incantations of the Chinefe; and as the infidels were folidtous 
of knowing why they received no fuecour when in fuch preffing need, and wherefore 
fo far from their danger diminifliing, as often before had been the cafe, it increafed, the 
demons, though they alone were the authors of the lie, were eonftrained to acknow¬ 
ledge the truth of the cafe, confefling they were unable to effedl any thing owing to 
the prayers of the monks on board ; a confelfim, however, which put thefe fervants 
of God in danger of being affaflinated every inftant by the Chinefe, and caftTmo the 
fea. The Chinefe at length added written invocations to thofe they had uttered aloud, 
to which they received for anlwer, that they had nothing to apprehend, as before three 
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days elapfed, they would arrive at the defired heaven in fafety* The falfity of this pre¬ 
diction was, however, made clear by the event, for the time expreffed was much ex¬ 
ceeded, and frefh tempefts arofe before they made the port, tempefts which vifibly 
abated at the interceffion and prayer of thefe good monks, as even the Ghinefe them- 
felves allowed* This confeffion, indeed, on their part, extorted by the faft, was the 
caufe of feme among them abandoning their fuperftitions, and embracing the true 
religion, 

CHAP. VII* — Of the Obfervance on the part of the Caffres of certain Fe/liwah* during 
which no Labour is followed; and of the Punijhment inflided by them on a Poriuguefe , 
on occajion of his killing a Calf on one of thefe Jacred Days. —Of the iwenty-feven 
Paradifes they expei f? to find in another Worlds and the Chajlifement they will have to 
endure in one of the thirteen Hells they imagine to exifi . 

IT is not without reafon the Caffres are regarded as one of the moft wicked and 
barbarous nations upon earth, for they are perfectly ignorant of all things neceffary to 
falvadon* They are without religion, have neither temples nor altars, offer no facri- 
fices, have no minified of worfhip, nor images reprefenting a divinity, though they 
have a confufed idea, the refult of natural mftinft, which internally admonifhes them 
of the exiftence of fome preternatural principle. They hence acknowledge a God, 
who both in this and the world to come they fancy meafures retribution for the good 
and evil done in this. They likewife believe in the exiftence of twenty-feven paradifes, 
where every one enjoys a pleafure proportionate to the merits of his life, " They do not 
conceive that animals aft from pure inftinft, but allowing them a reafonabie faculty, 
hold them alike amenable with man to reward and punifliment, and affign them a 
fpeciai feat of blifs, to which the fouls of Caffres will have accefs, thofe only excepted, 
who, notwithftanding they believe in a great God whom they call Molungo, have yet 
pafled their lives in wickednefs, Thefe, they fancy, will be condemned to a privation 
from the fight of his holy prefence, and fuffer torment in one of the thirteen hells they 
admit, each proportionate to the evil they have done. Thefe opinions are traditions 
handed down from father to fon, as they have no written teftimotiies, and refrain from 
learning either to read or write, 

Notwithftanding thefe are merely traditions, they yet are firmly perfuaded of their 
truth. They, moreover, implicitly believe that monkeys have formerly been human 
beings, endowed with reafoning faculties equal to thofe of the human fpecies, and 
that even now they are dumb merely from apprehenfion that if they Arnold talk they 
would be made to work. 

Though convinced of the exiftence of a Deity, they neither adore nor pray to him, 
but addrefs themftelves wholly to their fovereigns, through whofe interceffion with 
heaven, as they hold him to be capable of converfmg with the fouls of the dead, they 
look to obtain whatever they require. 

The King, profiting by the fimplicity of his fubjefts, never grants them audience with¬ 
out they bring with them handfome prefents; hence thefe unfortunate beings, under 
the perfuafion that their King is a Deity, exhauft their utmoft means, and ruin them- 
felves in gifts to obtain with more facility what they need* Thus, proftrate at his feet, 
they implore of him, when the weather long continues dry,’to intercede with heaven 
that they may have rain; and when too much rain has fallen, that they may have fair 
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weather ; thus alfo in cafe of winds, ftorms, and every thing they would either depre- 

““hi isS^ell convinced that he poffelfe no fnch power, and that fuch things 
depend on I great God, Lord of heaven and earth, never feds of returning an encou¬ 
raging anfwe?, couched in general terms, telling them *> go back to their houfes, 
that he will ref3e& on what they alk, that he will ufe his bell efforts for their comfort, 
fnd tha” after a Sr. time, l their wiihes litouid no. be fadsfled, they moll agatn 
come to him to iterate their prayers without dread of tiring his patience, for that e 
deems it a pleafure to liften to the complaints of his people, that he may be employed 
in procuring a remedy as ample as his power admits. . 

The people, notwithftanding they obtain nothing of what they aik from the Kmg, 
ftlll perfevere in their entreaties; and as they never go empty-handed, to his prefence, 
but conftantly with prefents adequate to what they require, they ftrip themfelves of 
nearly all they are worth. In the mean time ram fells or ceafes; the wind, which cannot 
blow for ever, finks into a calm: but, inftead of attributing thefe events to the great 
Molungo, the immutable decrees of God who wills the fucceffion of feafons, t ey 
aferibe them to the King, on whom the people rely, from the fecihty he poifeffes of 
communicating with the fouls of their Kings. Thus does the Kmg take advantage of 
the ignorance of his fubjefts, and profit by popular fuperlhtion, which he promotes 

by a variety of illufive practices. , , 

On interrogating feme of the belt informed among them resetting where they con¬ 
ceived the fouls of thofe to be who had lived a good life and fulfilled their moral 
duties upon earth, and whether they were in the heaven of Molungo, the anlwer was 

_That this feat of beatitude was inhabited by God alone; that the. bled had for 

their abode certain delightful Ipots, where they enjoyed three times thrice three times 
told that portion of enjoyment they had experienced in this life ; that the fouls of men 
were imperilhable; and that the joys of the future life vaftly exceed whatever ean.be 
known on earth. Thefe opinions afford ground for belief, that at fome former period 
many among them enjoyed a knowledge of true religion; and this is corroborated not 
only by their creed, refpeiding the immortality of the foul, but alfo by theii obfer- 
vance of occafional feftivals, with a ftriftnefs which might put Chriftians to the blulh; 
for many Chriftians profane them by dedicating them to labour, or pay but little re¬ 
gard to their feftivals, whereas thefe infidels fcrupuloufly obey the law which forbids 
them to kill on thefe days any living thing whatever, even for their fupport, as will 
be feen by the following relation. 

A Portuguefe merchant, travelling with his people from Sofala to Zimboe, was ob¬ 
liged, owing to bad weather, to remain during one of thefe feftivals in the town of 
Quiteva; and, being ignorant of the rigorous law forbidding the killing of any animal 
on this day, he had an ox Slaughtered for himfelf and his Haves. The Quiteva, to whom 
this was immediately reported by fpies maintained by hint in the town, who bring him 
intelligence of all that paffes, was exceedingly angry that the Portuguefe fhould prefume 
to violate a day fo facred, and, as a punilhment for the crime committed againft the 
great Molungo, forbade either himfelf or his flaves to eat of the ox he had killed, and 
not only this, but ordered that it fhould be kept in his houfe till fuch time as the 
Mufimo, or faint of the day, whofe feftival it was, Ihould coine and confume it. 

The unfortunate Portuguefe, not daring after this order to touch the beaft, left it 
in the condition it was on his receiving the King’s command ; and, as he had not 
hitherto withdrawn the entrails, the great heat which prevails at that feafon of the year 
foon rendered it putrid. It afterwards fmelt fo badly that the merchant could not bear 

the 
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the houfe, where however he was, by exprefs dire&ion of the King, obliged to abide, 
as a punifhment for having profaned the fan&ity of the day. Prefents were now reforted 
to, but in vain; nothing could {hake the refolution of the King, nor induce him to 
grant permiflion to {laughter another bead for the fupport of the Portuguefe and his 
iervants. Here may be remarked the religious fcrupulofity of this barbarous King, 
who preferred expofing a whole town to infe&ion from the putrefa&ion of the animal, 
to allowing the infraction of the holy law. This regularity in an infidel prince fliould 
ferve as an example to thofe Chriftians who have fo little regard for the due obfervance 
of the holy fabbath, and other feftivals. 


CHAP. VIII. — Of the Title given by the Caff res to the Quiteva , ejleemed by us injurious, 
and which with them are looked upon as honourable DiJtinETiom, and of their Mariner of 
Procedure on Trials. 

THE Quiteva has three or four hundred men for his guards, who are called Infids, 
that is to fay, butchers or executioners, who faithfully execute his orders on thofe 
whom their fovereign" condemns to death. Indeed, their mere appearance occafions 
terror j for with them they carry all the inftruments requilite for the prompt execution 
of their duty, according to the fentence pronounced, and without any form of procefs 
behead, hang, or otherwife put to death on the fpot, whenever the King condemns ; 
on this account all avoid coming in their way as much as poflible, lelt they {hould be 
the fubjeft of their orders, or the victim of their error or indignation. 

Previous to performing an office enjoined them, they affemble round the palace of 
the King, crying aloud, “ lnhama, Inhama,” words that fignify they are about to put 
lorne one to death. With this object in view, they carry a long cord round their necks, 
and another round their waift, for taking thofe with who are condemned; when they 
have in one hand a curiafs, and in the other a large club, it is a fignal of fome one 
being to be beheaded. As loon as the criminal is apprehended, they give him a heavy 
blow on the head with the club, which felling him to the ground, they immediately 
fall upon him and cut off his head. 

There are other Gaffres who are likewife attendants on the King, and are called 
Marombes. Thefe furround the palace, and fing the praife of the King, whom they 
term lord of the fun and moon, king of the earth, of mountains, woods, and forefts, 
the conqueror of his enemies, great in all things, the great forcerer, the great thiet, the 
great lion, giving him alfo the name of other bealls, names which are not confidered 
injurious, provided they be accompanied by the defignation Great: when the King travels 
to any part alfo, he is attended by mufidans who fing his praife. 

Of thefe people the King makes ufe for carrying his orders where requifite, and 
wherever they pafs all are emulous of entertaining them in the bed poflible manner, and 
of making them the moll valuable prefents. If any thing attratls their fancy, they give 
a hint of its pleafing them firft, but if the polfeffor {hould not of himfelf be fo com- 
plaifant to prefent it to them, they are impudent enough to feize upon it without any 
daring to refill; them ; fo far from it, every one elleetns himfelf fortunate provided he 
fliould have any thing worthy acceptance. Sometimes, indeed, they are guilty of out¬ 
rage on individuals to poflefs themfelves of their property; and at others they meet 
with people who refill their depredations, and obuge them to undergo one of the three 
following ordeals for dileovering the truth before the judge. 
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The modes of adminiftering juftice are three, by what are termed oaths, but which 
are frightful proceffes. The firft confifts in fwallowing poifon without ill confequences; 
the fecond in licking a bar of red-hot iron; and the third in fwallowing bitter water 
without inconvenience. 

The firft of thefe oaths or ordeals is termed by the Caffres, Lucaffe, A vafe full of 
poifon is prefented to the perfon, who by oath is to purge himfelf of a crime with which 
he is charged, and who is affured that it will do him no harm provided he be innocent} 
but alfo, provided he be guilty and conceal the truth, that it will furely prove his death. 
The dread of this trial often induces criminals to confefs the deeds they are charged 
with, which are exemplarily puniftied ; for the judge condemns the aggreffor or he who 
made falfe depofition, together with his wife and children, to become for ever the flaves 
of the injured party, and half his goods and poffeffions advert to that party, and half 
to the crown. But what is moft aftonifhmg, if the perfon accufed be innocent, the 
poifon does him no injury whatever, whereas if he be guilty he expires immediately 
after fwallowing the draught. 

The fecond oath or ordeal is termed Xoqua: a piece of iron is heated red-hot in a 
furnace, from which it is taken by a pair of tongs, and prefented to the perfon who 
has to undergo the proof, and who is directed to lick it, with affurance that his inno¬ 
cence or guilt will appear by the experiment; for that, if he be criminal, it will not 
only burn his tongue but his face alfo, but that if guilty it will do him no injury. The 
afpeft of this frightful apparatus fo much terrifies the unfortunate beings, fubjeft to its 
proof, as to make them fweat and tremble exceedingly, and almoft become petrified, 
wavering in irrefolution whether to maintain their falfity or confefs their crime, in 
order to avoid a torture capable of drawing confeflion of that even of which they have 
not been guilty. What, however, is certainly fhameful, fome Chriftians have been 
known to fubjeCt their Haves to this ordeal j and of them feveral have even for three 
fucceflive times licked a red-hot bar-without experiencing the leaft hurt. 

The third oath or ordeal is not equally dangerous with the preceding. It is termed 
by the Caffres, Calang. A beverage is compofed of difagreeable herbs boiled in a pot, 
the juice of which is exceedingly bitter, and this is prefented to the accufed with ad- 
monilhment, that if innocent he will take the whole at a draught, and vomit it back 
without any confequence ; but that he muft take care of what he is about to do, fince 
if culpable, and defirous yet of deceiving, and feeming innocent, on fwallowing the 
fmalleft portion of the beverage it will choak him, an event which has oftentimes 
occurred. 

One is at lofs to what, unlefs the interpofition of the Deity, a circumftance fo ex¬ 
traordinary is to be aferibed. It is poflible, that divine interference may on fuch occa¬ 
sions be exercifed for the manifeftation of the innocence of the perfon accufed, and to 
“draw down a merited chaftifement on the guilty. This ordeal is indifputably founded 
on holy writ, for in the Old Teftament are many examples almoft in every refpeft ac¬ 
cordant. In the book of Numbers, chap. v. efpecially, it is ftated as an ordonnancp, 
when a hulband difputes the fidelity of his wife, that he fliould conduft her to aLevite, 
who foould adminifter to her certain bitter waters to drink, and that if Die had been 
unfaithful, her entrails in confequence would be fo powerfully affected that flie would 
lhorily after burft, but that if innocent they would do her no harm. 

There is, moreover, in Sardinia, a certain well, the waters of which are in no refpea 
lefs miraculous , for if an individual has been guilty-of robbery, or if any defire exift 
of knowing the truth of any fecret or important adion, in one or the other cafe, pro¬ 
vided the perfon fufpefted in the one inftance of theft, or in the other of falfehood, be 
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br&ugbt to the well, and his face be waflied with the water drawn from it, if he be • 
guilty he immediately becomes blind, but if innocent, it will benefit and ftrengthen 
the fight. 

CHAP. IX .—Of the ridiculous Drefs of the Caffres ; their fmgular Manner of cutting 

their Hair, fo different from that of the Quiteva, who wears a Refemblance of Four 

Horns on his Head , his Subjects being allowed but three.—Of their Mode of hunting. 

ALL the Caffres are well made, and of good appearance; but they render them- 
felves ridiculous by the extravagant mode of their dreffmg their hair, which is frizzled 
and cut in fuch manner as to prefenr the appearance of horns on each fide of the head, 
and on their forehead *; to keep it erect, they tie the hair round a flick with a kind of 
grafs, which ferves them for ribbons. This pradtice they adopt, as they fay, to imitate 
male animals, on whom nature has bellowed the ornament of horns to diftinguifh them 
from females ; women, that art may prefent the fame diftinction with the human, as 
nature does with the brute creation, tire prohibited from wearing their hair dreffed in 
this manner. Moreover, as well in the difpofirion as the number of the horns, there 
is a difference between the Quiteva and his fubjetls; this prince wearing one on 
his forehead half a foot long, two others above his ears, and one on the nape of his 
neck, whereas his fubjefts are permitted to wear no more than three. 

There is little difference between the drefs of the fovereign and the great, and that 
of the common people: the former are clad, from the waift downwards, in a robe of cot¬ 
ton or filk; the latter in the Ikins of monkeys, or other animals killed in hunting. Thofe 
who are deftitute of means to clothe themfelves go entirely naked, without any one 
taking exception ; the more wealthy wear at times Machiras, or long cloaks, which 
train "on the ground. Thefe are worn fattened to the left Ihoulder only ; and the length 
of the train of them is deemed to add to the gravity of the walk of the wearers while 
it denotes the eafe of their circumftances. As to what regards hofe, fhoes and ftock- 
ings are unknown, the King and the people alike going bare-foot, that they may be more 
aftive in running and hunting. 

They have ever been paflionately attached to the latter exercife, lefs for the pleafure 
it affords, than from their antipathy to labour, being naturally fo idle, that when obliged 
to remain at home, they pafs the day in drinking, dancing, and jumping, leaving to 
their wives the culture of the ground, and fpendmg their whole lives in pattime and 
pleafure; this indeed fo generally, that there are no exceptions but a frnall number of 
artifans, employed in fabricating cloths and fluffs of cotton-wool, and in tipping their 
arrows, inarming their clubs with iron, and fabricating offenfive and defenfive weapons, 
as well for ufe in war as in Hunting. 

When a hunting-party is proposed, the people go out conftantly accompanied by the 
majority of their molt intimate friends, and efpeciaily when the Quiteva intends a royal 
hunt. On this laft oceafion, all the Caffres of the neighbourhood of the ipot where it 
is to take place, are advifed of his intention, and affembie to the number of four or 
five hundred men. Thefe furround fome wood in which they know there is game, 
keeping clofe together, penetrate the clofeft thickets, ejaculate loud cries, beat the 

* Moles in ancient paintings* is reprefented with two horns on the head- Was tins mode of dreflmg 
the hair ever common in Egypt ? and did the Egyptians, in this eafe, fet the fafilion themfelvesj or re¬ 
ceive it from the Ethiopians ? Eng- T. raks. 
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buflies, and fo intimidate the tenants of the forefi, little accuftomed to hear the filence 
of their {hades invaded by the fhouts of man, that they leave their haunts and peaceable 
retreats to fly for fafety to the open country. Here they fmd themfelves befet by a 
multitude cf hunters and hounds, by whom they are purfued and overwhelmed with 
clouds of arrows. It is only when the monarch is prefent, that a lion is allowed to be 
killed, for of all his titles, that on which he molt prides himfelf, is king of thefe ani¬ 
mals ; luch as fliould prefume to violate the ordinance which profcribes the hunting of 
lions, except on occafion of the prefence of the king, would expofe himfelf to be 
feverely niuifted, or even perhaps to the penalty of death. 


CriAP.X .—Of three Modes of hunting ufual with the Caff res ; and of what befel a 
certain Portuguefe , who in the Abfence of the Quite-ua, happened to kill a Lion. 

THERE refided at Sofala a certain Portuguefe, called Rodriguez Lobo, who had fo 
much ingratiated himfelf with the Quiteva, that he obtained from him a grant of the 
major part of the ifland of Maroopa, on the river Sofala. This monarch, imitating 
the con due! of other fovereigns towards their favourites, flrove by every means to 
aggrandize Lobo, and elevate him above the reft of his courtiers ; and, to crown his 
largefles, beftowed on him the title of his wife, as one of the rnoft ftriking tokens of 
his attachment. Rodriguez, who, on his fide, was as little free as others from the 
common failing of favourites, of abufing the confidence of their prince, imagined all 
was permitted him, confcious, as he was, of the king having ordered all his fubjedts to 
treat him as his wife. He, confequently, one day afl’embled a number of friends and 
flaves to take the diverfion of hunting, and, roufing a lion, he {hot at and billed the 
beaft, notwithftanding he knew that an a&ion of this kind was prohibited under penalty 
of death. The favourite, whofe good fortune had drawn on him a hoft of enemies, 
was Ihortly after denounced to the King, as a violator of the law; the denouncers 
thinking thereby to ruin him in the royal efteem, and, by his difgrace, to pave the 
way to their own advancement. Their defign fucceeded ; they found the king difpofed 
to chaftife the prefumption of Rodriguez, and make him an example to the whole king¬ 
dom, which Ihouid deter others from daring to repeat fuch deeds in oppofition to his 
decrees, 

Lobo, aware of his crime, and fearful left his enemies fliould prevail to his prejudice 
had recourfe to ftratagem. He canted the lion to be covered with leaves as if he would 
conceal it, and, enveloping it with a number of pieces of cloth, prefen ted it in this ftate 
to’ the king, to whom he (firefled to be ftated, that Rodriguez Lobo, whom he had 
honoured with the title of his well-beloved wife, while hunting, was attacked by a lion 
whofe fury threatened his life} and that, defirous of preferving it, lefs on his own 
account than for the fatisfo&ion of his lord, for whom he lived more than for himfelf 

the better to fulfil his 
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remained on his ifland, to facrifice as many as he pleafed, either for his amufement, or 
to revenge their depredations. The courtiers, who were prefent at this determination 
of the foverdgn, applauded its propriety, and were as loud in the praife of Rodriguez 
as they had Uiortly before been violent againft him. In the mean-time, that his favou¬ 
rite might be juftified in the eyes of the people, he iffued a proclamation, by which all 
people, Rodriguez Lobo his dear wife alone excepted, were prohibited, under pain of 
death and confifcation of all their goods, from killing lions. 

The Caffres being expert hunters, ufe a variety of means in furprifing animals: fome- 
times they dig pits four or five feet deep, and feven or eight long, but wider at the top 
than the bottom : thefe they cover with branches of trees and ftraw, in order that the 
more weighty animals, tigers for example and elephants, falling into them, may be fo 
much hurt as to be unable to relehfe themfelves, and thus remain at the difcretion of the 
hunters, to perilh of hunger, or by fhots or arrows. 

At other times they furround the coverts in which the game lie, as I have before 
defcribed, and oblige them to take to the river; when, from the oppofite fide, they 
Ihoot at them till fome lucky arrow pierces a mortal part. 

Now again, when the equinotlial rains fyvell the volume of the river and make it 
overflow, and the wild beafts are driven from their holds by the inundation, they await 
them on the upper grounds, whither they repair to avoid the waters, and find them 
collected in fuch numbers, that fcarcely an arrow is (hot but kills fome or other of the 
herds; for, on this occafion, though their natural ferocity at other times is fuch that 
they prey on each other, this fiercenefs undergoes a change which is furprifing; they 
feem united as much as when they entered into the ark, and peaceably colle£t in bands 
and herds as if the common danger alone engroffed their faculties, and rendered them 
common friends. 

The lord of the iiland in the river, felicitous once of exhibiting a hunting match 
to Father Dos Santos, afiembled more than five hundred men, armed with bows 
and arrows and fome match locks. On entering the wood they killed three wild boars, 
and purfued feveral others, as well as fome elephants and tigers, which were fo much 
intimidated thar they fled to another quarter ; while, however, they were in purfuit of 
•thefe, they found a young lion and a tiger whelp, which they captured, and which were 
prefeiited to Father Dos Santos; he accepted them with great pleafure, but foon had 
reafon to repfnt his poffeflion of them, for the mother-tiger Renting her young in 
his houfe, came the following night, making hideous outcries in the neighbourhood as 
if ready to devour all the inhabitants, and dalhing with violence againft the doors and 
windows, a practice fhe repeated four nights running. But whether tigers cannot 
bear confinement, whether the whelp was too young to be parted from its mother, it 
died at the end of the fourth day; and the carcafe being thrown into the fields, was 
not found again on the next morning, whence it was fuppofed the mother had borne 
it away. 

At another time Father Dos Santos, in company with another monk, were much 
terrified at feeing a Caffre making towards them at full fpeed, and feemingly admonilh- 
ing them of fome danger they did not perceive. On his joining them, however, they 
found his motive to be merely to induce them to quicken their pace that they might 
behold fix lions, which had juft palled the river, and which were traverfing a neigh¬ 
bouring valley. The monks made hafte towards the fpot, but not milling too much 
either to the Caffres or the lions, which were vifible only by the trace they made-in 
the grafs, of great height and very thick, they had the precaution to take their ftation 
on the furnmit of a hill. 


4 v % 


The 


SANTOS* HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 


694 


The monks, who pafl'ed the night here, towards day break overheard the roaring of 
lions and tigers, feemirigly difputing the prey one of them had taken. This as he 
devoured kept growling at and threatening the others to prevent their feizing it from 
him. 

Tigers are fo fond of human fiefh, whether alive or dead, that in the latter cafe, 
when they fcent the putrifying bodies, they enter the places of fepulture to tear them e 
from their graves; to prevent this, the graves are dug to fome depth, and over them a 
large ftone is laid. One morning a dead tiger was found on a tomb, after vain efforts 
to tear from the grave beneath a body which was interred, and after, in the attempt, 
having dug a grave for himfelf, in which he expired of old age, wounds, and 
hunger. 

Befides lions, tigers, and leopards found in this country, naturalifts relate that it pro¬ 
duces reptiles called Inhazaras*, which have four toes to the fore feet, and five to the 
hinder : they live like rabbits in warrens, whence they occafionally go abroad for fub- 
fiHence, and feed on ants. Many affirm they fubfift on air, grounding their opinion 
on the circumftance of nothing but air being found in their entrails after their death ; 
but the moft probable matter, as they have no teeth, is, that ants are their fupport, 
for they are conftantly found near ant-nefts with their mouth open and tongue pro¬ 
truded, whence the little induftrious inhabitants, continually fallying forth to fwell 
their wintry (tore, colled on the tongue of the Inhazara, as if they would carry it 
away to their hoard ; and when this reptile feels its tongue fufficiently loaded it draws 
it in, clofes its jaws, and at once devours the little family which hoped to eat him 
piece meal. 


CHAP. Kl.—~Of the uncertain Abodes of the Caffres, "whopitch their Tents where Plenty 
reigns. The Manner in which their Tawfnits are terminated, whether before the 
King or Governors of Provinces .—- Their Mode of making Wine from Millet and Rice . 

THE Caffres, being naturally idle and averfe from labour, co&ftantly pitch for their 
residence on fpots prod u dive of abundance of the means of fupport, which, however, 
it is difficult for them to find, as they commonly remove in bodies of from three to 
roar thoufand, and encamp now in one now in another quarter; and as they do not 
very willingly quit their abodes, though but of ftraw, when they begin then march 
their camp is jet on fire m order that none may linger or return; when they arrive at 
a fpot fuited to their purpofe they conftrud others. Their ftock of moveables is very 
fiender, confifting merely of a bow and arrows for each male, a Angle pot for each 
family, in which their millet and rice is cooked, and two fpoons, one for Sirring their 
rice and another to eat with _ In general they fleep on a mat of reeds fpread on the 
ground ; and in the midft of winter they kindle a fire in the middle of the houfe, round 
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eides familiarity, without any appeal being allowed to the fovereign, who merely takes 
cognizance of matters of greater confequence. In the inftance either of the fovereign 
or the chief of an encampment fitting as judge, the parties plead their own caufe in 
court, the injurious practice of employing lawyers and council being unknown. After 
hearing the caufe, the judge gives lentence; the party who lofes forfeits all his property, 
* of which one half goes to the judge, and the refidue to the one who gains the fait. 

Hunting is not only a paftime, it is with them indifpenfable, as they principally de¬ 
pend on it for fubfiftence: and when it chances they are unfaccefsfal, they live on what¬ 
ever^ kind of animal comes in their way; for example, monkeys, cats, rats, he. 
making up with fifli and vegetables; but their principal food conlifts of millet and rice, 
both which likewife yield them a kind of wine. 

When about to prepare this wine ? they foak therequifite quantity of millet in water, 
leaving it for two or three days rill it begins to four; afterwards, taking it out, it is 
fuffered to drain the fpace of two or three hours; they next place it in a mortar, in 
which it is pounded till reduced to a pafte; this done, a cauldron half full of water 
is placed over the fire, into which, when it begins to boil, as much of the pafte before 
deferibed is gradually thrown in as of rice flour, and the mixture is ftirred up that it 
may unite; when the quantity intended to be prepared is thus blended together, and 
the whole has well boiled, the cauldron is taken off the lire that the beverage may cool: 
the drink is called Poinbe; the boiled grain ferves for food. 

Ihis extract of rice and the pafte of millet, a Fter remaining at reft for two or three 
days, heats and ferments, nearly in the lame manner as new wine does with us ; but 
the people never drink of it till the fermentation has ceafcd, when they ufe it with 
Juch little moderation as often to become intoxicated: in order that they may con- 
ftantly have ftore, they every day make a frelh fapply, for the longer it remains fa as to 
become four and what we Ihould deem fpoiled, the better they reckon it, the more 
anxious after it they become, and attribute to it the greater virtue. 

Thole not partial to this beverage make another, compofed of certain herbs refembling 
the Cointre ; of thefe they afterwards take the leaves, which, drying and reducing to 
powder, they eat, and find highly nutritious. By eating thefe leaves, and drinking 
the water in which they have been infufed, they fublift for days together, taking 
nothing elfe. 


CHAP. XII. —How the guiteva ivijhcs to be thought the only Sorcerer in the Kingdom, 
and of the Pmijhment incurred by tbofe who affurne this Title.—Of the fuperjtitious 
Ceremonies obferved by the Caffres at their Nuptials ; and the injurious Epithets bejiowed 
on their Slaves. 

THE Quiteva, elfaeming as honorary diftin&ions titles which with us would be 
regarded as offenfive, is fa jealous of that of forcerer that he forbids all his fabjefts under 
pain ol death to affurne it without his permiifion, being unwilling to lhare this coveted 
privilege, other than with his dearelt confidants, to whom he grants it as a fpecial 
favour : fa much is this the cafe, that if any rogue fafpeded of wfthcraft be found, 
it is allowable to put him to death ; and the murderer, far from incurring a penalty, 
is rewarded with half the property of the perfan flain, while the other half belongs to 
the King. 

If any one difeovering a malefactor takes upon himfelf to purfae him in order to 
obtain fentence for the crimes of which he may have been guilty, and he be condemned, 

* the 


SANTOS* HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA* 


6 $ 6 

the perfon thus engaging on this objeft becomes mailer of his fate, whether to live or 
die. If hepreferve his life, the culprit afterwards remains his flave, and is known 
folely by the name of the crimes of which he has been guilty, fuch as thief, mur¬ 
derer, &c,; and this that the wretch, continually hearing thefe names repeated, may 
be put in mind of the crime of which he has been guilty, and which has reduced 
him to flavery, may be rendered more humble, and bear in memory the laws he has - 
violated, and the punifhment, but for the mercy of his mailer in commuting it for 
flavery, he would have undergone. 

The King, defirous of being efteemed the only forcerer within his dominions, is in 
confequence the only one who enjoys the title ; this, however, is no impediment to 
the conflant facrileges of the fuperltilious Caftres ; thefe never begin any the flighted: 
affair, neither few, plant, nor fet out on a journey without confulting, by calling lots, 
-on the fate of the undertaking; when, fhould chance be adverfe to their willies and 
expectations, they lay the blame on their images, which they abufe and ill-treat in con¬ 
fequence. That they may never be devoid of means of divining the future, they 
always carry about them certain round pieces of wood, with a hole through the middle, 
which they throw' in the fame manner as we do dice ; and notwithflanding the vanity 
of this -idle piece of fuperftition, they never,thelefs are exceedingly partial to its 
pradice. 

Others there are who imitate the Chinefe in their manner of telling fortunes. In 
this view they play at a game of hazard before their idols, and fliould chance be againfl 
them kick and box their idols, but if after this corredion, on purfuing their experiments 
they fhould condnue unfuccefsful, they burn the hands and feet of them in the fire ; 
fliould ill fortune flill attend them, they call the idols on the ground, trample them under 
feet, and dafh them about with fuch force as to break them in pieces. Some indeed, 
who fliow greater veneration to their images, content themfelves with fettering and 
binding them till they have obtained their end; but fliould not this take place as early 
as their impatience looks for, they fallen them to a cord and gradually let them down 
into the water, even to the bottom, thus trulling to force them to be propitious: if 
after this, good fortune fliould not follow, the idols are then withdrawn from the water, 
the patience of even thefe milder Caffres becomes exhaulled, and the images are fubjecled 
to the groflefl indignities. 

Thefe people are not fuperftiiious merely in matters dependant on chance, they are 
fo in what regards their nuptials. The bridegroom mull meet with a man ftrong 
enough to carry him on his back to the abode of his intended fpoufe without halting'; 
lhould he flop by the way the wedding does not take place on that day, but is deferred to 
a future period. 

When a young man feels difpofed to marry, he applies to the father and mother of 
his intended, and treats with them for their daughter, not as for a companion and wife 
but as for a Have, bargaining with them in like manner we would do for merchandize* 
and haggling about the number of cows and Iheep to be given in exchange. The price 
being at length fettled, the relatives and friends of both parties affemble to celebrate 
the marriage, and the bridegroom being carried by fome friend without retting from his 
own houle to the' houfe of his bride, the exchange is made, and the parties attending 
make prefents to the newly-joined couple, of rice, millet, and other things necelTary to 
begin houfe-keeping. ° 1 

The title of Have would certainly be more appropriate to the newly-married bride 
than that of wife, for provided the hufband after marriage fliould be tired of his com¬ 
panion, he is at liberty to feud her back to her parents, who are obliged to receive her 

again j 
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again; thefe may again fell her to any other perfon, her firft hufband ceafing to have 
any contrau 1 over her. Thus the only advantage accruing to the wife or her parents 
is the cattle given in barter. By fuch means thofe fathers of families whofe daughters 
are numerous, become wealthy. But this renunciation which is allowed to the hufband, 
is not alike permitted by the law of the country to the wife, in order no doubt to pre¬ 
vent the great plurality and frequent change of hufbands which would otherwife be the 
confequence. The man is not reftritted to any number of wives, but is free to pur- 
chafe and keep as many as he can maintain. 

Before they marry, thefe people pay attention whether or no the flave they are about 
to purchase, has either any part of the body, the eye-brows or eyes, of a white colour; 
this fometimes happens to be the cafe, and is a fource of great alarm to a CafFre, who 
imagines fuch to be children of the devil, not being able to comprehend how it is 
poffible their wives fhould produce white children. It is related that in the year 1600, 
Don Jerome Cominho, on his return from the Indies, where he commanded the forces 
ol Portugal, brought with him a girl with eyes entirely white, but lhe died at fea, after 
the veffel in which fbe came had pafled the ifland of St. Helena. 

Among this people are women who are in a manner favages, and perpetually dwell 
among the woods; when near the time of their pregnancy, they are conftantly in 
motion, like does, running by the fide of bullies in order to leffen the pains of child-birth 
by the odours they inhale; what however is ftill more fingular, as foon as they are 
delivered, they feek l'ome fpring or fountain in which to walh both themfelves and their 
offspring, and return to their dwellings, where they continue to follow their houfehold 
affairs in the fame manner as if nothing had happened, though oftentimes they will 
have produced two and even three children at a birth. Moreover, as their means 
would be inadequate to the fupport of fo many young ones at a time, God provides for 
the exigence by bellowing on the men breafts of milk as amply fupplied as thofe of the 
women, as was feen by ourfelves in the in fiance of a perfon of the name Pedro de 
Sofala, whofe wife died after having brought forth a girl. This unfortunate father 
poflefling no means of maintaining a nurfe for fuckling his child, placed it to his own 
breaft, and fuckled it the fpace of a year; he would have done a ftill longer time 
indeed, had not the infant died, after which the breafts of this charitable father ceafed 
to give milk. Like inftances, however extraordinary, have often occurred in the town 
of Sofala, as well as at Hormouz ; and a fimilar event is related to have taken place in 
the town of Moura in Portugal, where an old man, fixty years of age, and obliged 
to fupport himfelf by the fweat of his brow, did notwithftanding fuckle from his 
breafts the two orphans of a female relation. 

In an ifland called Inhaquea, between Sofala and the River Luabo, an old woman of 
fixty years of age becoming pregnant, produced a child; and notwithftanding her 
great age, reared it and gave it fuck herfelf. 

However barbarous thefe people be by nature, they yet are not devoid of feeling for 
their children ; thefe they rear with niceft care, and for their provifion ftrive to amafs 
what property they can. But as the King is fo perfectly abfolute as at pleafute to dif- 
pofe of the property and even the lives of all his fubje£ts, thefe, as foon as they have 
amaffed a property which may invite the eye of cupidity, prepare to iRfe it; being fatis- 
fied that, foon cr late, imaginary crimes will be imputed to them, of which they will 
be adjudged guilty, that opportunity may be offered of confifcating what they poflefs 
to the King; hence it is a current faying among them, that whatever they amafs by 
their toil and induftry, does not belong to themferves but to the fovereign, regarding 
themfelves merely as the depofitaries of what forae day muft pafs to him, and their 
children be unjuftly deprived of. 
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CHAP. XIII .—Of the four Atnbaffadors fent by the Quiteva to collebl Tribute, thefirjl 
of whom reprefents the King himfe’if, the fecond bis Mouth, the third his Eyes, and the 
fourth his Ears. 

WHEN the time for collecting the annual tribute is at hand, the King felefts four 
ainbafladors for the purpofe of receiving it, each of whom has a diftintt title. The 
whole four reprefent the Ouiteva himfelf, but efpecially the firft, who is treated with 
the moft profound refpefl: $ he, that he may preferve a proportionate dignity, remains 
perpetually filent. The fecond is termed the King’s mouth, his function, to interpret 
the orders oi the monarch, and explain the fubjeft of his embaffy. The third is deno¬ 
minated the King’s eye, his duty, diligently to remark whatever pafies on the embaffy, in 
order on his return that he may render a faithful account, and efpecially to have a 
fiiarp look after the number and quality of the articles prefented, that none may be 
pilfered,^ nor any of value be fubftituted by thofe of lefs. The fourth bears the name of 
the King’s ears, his charge, to fee and hear every thing, and chiefly to watch that the 
ambaffador who fpeaks, does not either augment or diminilh aught contained in his 
infhuftions, the particulars of which are detailed to the three others. The Cafffes 
generally call thefe ainbafladors Mutumos; they are always the chiefs of the kingdom, 
and particularly he who reprefents the fovereign’s perfon ; this individual is one of his 
ions, and in confequence is treated with greater deference by the people than the reft. 
1 hefe fourambaffadors take with them more than a hundred Cafffes, deftined to carry 
the articles of tribute received. When they approach a fpot where they intend to fo¬ 
lk 11 !" 11 ’ they lend an exprefs to the captain or governor of the d iff rift, to inform him of 
their arrival, in order that he may come out to meet and render them the cuftomary 
honours, ihe captain, on receiving the information, advances to meet them as far as 
the entrance into the town, accompanied by a number of inuficians and dancers, who 
play and exhibit their gambols before the ambafiadors in the proceflion, while the noife 
of the chums, in unffon with the public acclamations, fill the air with a pleafing fym- 
phony I he Caffres of the embafly march in a body, but their apparel is plain and 
uncoltly, their only ornament being a coronet on the head, made of hen’s feathers, and 
adjufted after a particular manner. This troop marches before the four Mutumos 
who take Italian according to their rank ; the laft, being of higheft dignity, has the 
greateft number of people about him. When they reach the entrance into the town 
the governor, who is there in waiting, receives them with all inwinablerefpecT and 
condu&s them through the croud to the apartments prepared for their reception 

On entering the gates of towns which are fortified, it is cuftomary to falute the 
Mutumos by a dticharge of artillery. Thefe gentlemen, on their firft vifiting; Soft la 
was P? ffeff ed by the Portuguefe, were not a little alarmed at the repoit of the 

riiri? y *r aad t ] hat fl »chloud firing could not be without fom e P danger to 

their peiions they begged as a favour of the governor of Sofala to dlfcharge no more 
cannon, as the mere report had already caufed the death of one of the attendants on the 
embaffay, who was anally killed with dread ; recovering afterwLrL fromXfcoa- 
fternstion, they exprefled a wtfli to fee the artillery. This, at firft, they viewed from a 
refpeftful diftance ; but, familiarifed with the fight of it by decrees fhev vem.irS 
length to touch the guns but never were able b fo fartoLrnK SS S 
tad before the months of them, efpecially the three great pieces at the en.rmtce of 
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As long as they flay, nothing goes forward but feafting and entertainment: at length 
the tribute due to the Quiteva is demanded, and after it has been paid, the ambafladors 
are conduced out of the town with the fame ceremonies they experienced on their en¬ 
trance. They then immediately return to the Quiteva, to whom they render account 
of all that has paffed, and in whofe magazines all the rice and millet they have col¬ 
lected is depofited. The taxes levied on the Cadres are much heavier than thofe exacted 
from the Portuguefe, the former paying three pieces out of each twenty, the latter but 
one. Thefe proportions are rigoroufly attended to by the ambafladors, for fhould they 
depart from the regulations prefcribed to them, the king would punifh them with 
feverity ; whereas by attending duly to the object of their million, they are fure of a 
liberal reward. 


CHAP. XIV.— Of certain Birds of Prey which fly away with Ter retrial Animals of 
the largejl Size, and afterwards lei them fall, to kill and devour them. Of Terrejlrial 
and Marine Crocodiles ; the Manner of taking them j and of the Mermaid and its 
Virtues. 

PAOLO Marco the Venetian relates, in his third book, chap. iv. that in the ifland 
St. Lawrence* are certain birds of immenfe fize and fuch prodigious ftrength as to be 
able to bear away even elephants in their claws, and fly off with them with incredible 
fpeed ; but being unable to fupport for any length of time fo great a weight, they let 
their burthen drop from as high a point as they can reach, in order to kill it with the 
fall, when they pounce upon and devour it. 

A Portuguefe travelling inland one day to purchafe ivory, and feeling tired with lead¬ 
ing a large monkey which weighed more than fifteen pounds, he fattened it with an iron 
chain to the trunk of a tree; after taking reft for a time, he perceived the air dark¬ 
ened as if by a cloud about to burft over him, when railing his eyes, he 'diftinguilhed 
the obfcurity to be occafioned by the body and wings of a bird of prey, which had borne 
away his monkey, together with the tree to which it was fattened, and which he let 
drop from a considerable height to prey upon after thus killing it. In confequence of 
accidents of this nature the inhabitants of thefe parts are accuftomed to keep conftant 
watch, and in order to be fecure from depredations are conftantly armed. 

In the river of Sofala are many crocodiles, which are carnivorous, and live on fuch 
animals and human beings as venture into the river. The Negroes and Moors, though 
ufed to the country and thefe animals, with difficulty at times efcape their murderous 
jaws, when they repair for water to the rivers banks; for they have the cunning to lie 
flat on their bellies for fear of being feen, and only rife to rulh on their prey; this if 
they feize, they bear with them to the bottom of the river to devour it; which they 
are unable to do out of the water, as they have no tongue to affift them in fwal- 
lowing, but walb down their food by taking a gulp of water as often as they would 
fwallow what they have mafticated. Notwithftanding the voracity of thefe animals is 
without parallel, they yet never eat food which is tainted j Hill the ftench proceed¬ 
ing from their throat is fo great that it attracts flies in abundance, which the animal 
enclofes in one tomb by (hutting its jaws, and thus obtains other nourilhment. 

The whole difference between young and old crocodiles confifts in the former leaving 
the river every morning and evening to balk, lying on their belly in the fun, while 
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the latter feldom entirely leave the water; when out of the water, however, both the 
one and the other lofe their natural ferocity, and alarmed at the leaft noife, except 
indeed when driven by hunger to extremity, fly for refuge to the river. 

Gabriel Robel relates, in his book on the remarkable things of the Molucca iflands, 
that thefe iflands contain many fea crocodiles with four eyes, two in the head and two 
in the throat. Thefe crocodiles have many rows of teeth, which are exceedingly filthy, 
as they are unable to clean them with their tongue, though this fpecies of crocodile 
pofleffes one. 

When the crocodiles are about to lay their eggs, they dig a hole, advancing on to 
the Ihore for the purpofe, as deep as they are able, and in this depofit a number at 
once, covering them with fand, and milling to the warmth of the fun to hatch them. 
The young, as foon as they break the Ihell, though born on Ihore, immediately take 
to the water, and never return without committing ravages which render them moll 
unwelcome neighbours to the inhabitants of the country, who are forbid under pain 
of death killing any of them. The caufe alligned for this prohibition is, that the liver 
of this animal is one of the moll fubtii poifons that can be. Some writers indeed re¬ 
late, that it bears about it an antidote; but as thefe are two contrarieties fo lingular, it 
is difficult for one to credit they Ihould exill in the fame animal. Still we read, that in 
the peninfula of Malacca trees grow with roots, part of which are poifon, and part of 
them antidotes; a circumllance limilar to which is remarked by Father Mendoza in 
his book on the New World. 

Though crocodiles are carnivorous, and fubfill wholly on the flelh of animals and 
human beings, yet has God endowed this country wiih a fimple called mcirini , growing 
on the margin of the river Sofala, with which the people who are acquainted with its 
virtues having rubbed themfelves, the crocodiles dare not venture near to bite them, 
and if they Ihould their teeth become foft as wax, and without flrength. When the 
Caffres willi to prove if the herb they imagine be the real' one pofleffing thefe qualities, 
they place it on their head, and if they find it foften their teeth, they rub the whole of 
their body with it before they enter the water, fafe by this precaution from the bite of 
the crocodile. 

The interdict of the Quiteva againfl killing crocodiles is confined to his own de¬ 
pendants ; the inhabitants of the river Cuama, who are not his fubje&s, both fifh for 
and eat this animal, lhe manner of obtaining it ufed by this people, as it is curious, 
1 have deemed right to detail. 

They prepare a. piece of wood two feet in length, and of tolerable breadth; length- 
wife, through this, a hole is bored for a cord to pafs, at the extremity of which 
is a large hook baited with frefli meat; this they call into the river. Soon as the 
crocodile perceives the meat, it immediately fwaliows it, and fancying that all it 
fees is of the fame nature, endeavours to feize on the wood alfo; but this flicking 
in its maw, prevents the jaws doling, when the^ water rulhing without impediment 
down its throat, drowns the animal. The tilhermen, when they perceive it at the 
lad extremity, draw it on the fhore and difpatch it witHMubs. The Caffres notice 
when the animal is being killed, that it groans and cries like a reafoning being, 
whence dt ubtlefs the proverb of “ crocodiles’ tears/’ to exprefs a forced lamen¬ 
tation. 

At the diftance of fifteen leagues from Softfla, among the iflands 13occurs, a fifli is 
found, denominated by the iflanders the mermaid, , or ’woman Jjb, the flefli of which is 
ol excellent flavour when eaten boiled like other meat, and which alfo ferves to make 
highly favoury faufages. From the waifi to the neck this filb much refembles the 
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fiumanfpedes: the females fuckle their young in the fame manner as women; but 
the fifh has neither arms nor hands, and as to its features, they bear not the flighted: 
refemblance to thofe of the human countenance; but its head is rather like that of a 
maid or thornback, and its mouth full of teeth like that of a dog, but with four of 
them projecting the length of a foot In the fame manner as the tuiks of a boar, Thefe 
teeth have the property of (laying a flux of blood, and foftening the painful fenfations 
which attend the piles. The proof of it is eafy, and the remedy common: all that is 
requifite, Is to wear them near that part of the body where the pain is felt. This fifh 
originated the fable of the Syrens in the works of the poets; but they gave by far too 
great loofe to their imagination when they attributed to it a long head of hair, a hairy 
body, a human face, and a voice fo mufical as to enchant mariners ; for this fea 
raonfter has neither hair on the body nor the head ; its head is monftrous, and nothing 
xefembles the human countenance ; and as to finging, it neither fings nor fpeaks, being 
like every other fifh condemned to eternal filence. 

There is likewife found in the marlhes of Sofala a fifh called by naturalifts Macon , 
which has two holes in its neck like a lamprey; mollly it inhabits the marfhes, but when 
thefe become dry it peregrinates inland in fearch of moiflure; and though the-drought 
oftentimes continues four or even five months, this fifh, by burying itfelf, ft ill fubfifts 
where others would die, leaving its holes only when it rains, at which time the Caffres 
lie In wait for it; (hould however the drought continue unufuaily long, and the earth 
no longer retain fufficient moiflure to keep it in life, it devours itfelf. 

In the rivers Guama and Sofala fea horfes (Hippopotami) are common. Thefe animals 
are amphibious, and leave the water for the land, where they feek for food and com* 
mit great ravage on the circumjacent country, and efpecially in that which is fown* 
The head of this animal is three times as large as that of our common horfe, and the 
body large in proportion : in the middle of its forehead it has a white ftar : its legs are 
fliort and very thick, with five toes to the fore and only four to the hind feet; its 
mouth is very large, and full of teeth, four of which are more than two feet long, and 
curved like the tufks of a boar. What however is extraordinary in this fpecies of 
animals, is, their practice of deflroying each other for food ; hence it rarely happens 
that two are found together, unlefs indeed where a male is followed by feveral females 
about to drop their young, on which occafion they enter into the woods adjoining the 
river, where they foal: the young colts, whenever they fee the old ones approach* 
afraid of being killed, throw therafelves into the water. 

This animal is naturally of a fickly conftiturion, and fubject to gouty pains, which 
it cures by Scratching the ftomach with the left foot; and it has further been noticed, 
when it withes to effect a perfect cure, that it falls on the horn of the hoof of the left 
foot; this, entering the ftomach, appeafes and terminates their pain. Hence the Caffres 
and Moors of this country make ufe of the horn of the hoof of this animal as a re* 
medy for the gout 

Befides hippopotami, in thefe rivers, other amphibious animals are found, remark¬ 
able for horns fimilar to thofe of the bull, and having their hoof divided like theirs* 
Here likewife are horned affes, the flelh of which boiled with rice and millet is excellent 
food ; this flefli ferves the Caffres for fubfiftence through great part of the year; and 
they are fo fond of it, that without having patience to wait till it has become fufficiently 
cool to be eaten, they devour it hot as it is from ths pot, and by this practice much 
injure their teeth ; thefe in confequence Ihortly become rotten and fail out, unlefs cer¬ 
tain fimples be ufed, with which they are acquainted, to prevent them* 
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CHAP. XV.— Of the Manner in which Amber is found $ of its different Species j and 
if it be true that Whales make it their Food. 

I HAVE thought I could not more ufefully terminate this book, than by releafing 
the public from the uncertainty in which they have been placed by the difputes of 
different writers refpecting the maimer in which amber is found, its nature, and its 
different fpecies. But before I proceed to fpeak of the places where it is found, I mu ft 
premife that thofe who would perfuade their readers it is vomited by whales, are 
egregioufly wrong, as is evident from the account we have of a piece found on the 
coafts of Melinda in 1596 , fo large that a perfon might with eafe conceal himfelf 
behind it; the value of this piece, from its great dimenfions, was fo highly rated that 
no perfon could be found poflefled of means fufficient for its purchafe, whence the 
proprietor was obliged to divide it into pieces. A part of thefe pieces was bought by 
Don Pedro de Soufa, captain general of Mozambico. This one example fuffices to con¬ 
trovert the opinion of thofe who affume that amber is produced in the interior of, and 
is an excrement of the whale. 

It is moreover well authenticated, that between the rivers Lindo and Quilinvano a 
piece was found which weighed upwards of twenty pounds; and when Roch de 
Britto Falcon was taken by the Turks, on his paffage from Melinda to the Indies, he 
one day, in the place where he held the appointment of captain, bought a piece of 
amber two feet high and a foot wide. The origin of the vulgar error that amber is 
vomited by whales is, probably, the fact of whales having been feen eating this fub- 
ftance, efpecially that fpecies of it which is black, and fo tender that even birds pick 
at and make it their food. 

As to the places where amber is found, fame ftate that to obtain it, it is neceffary 
to double the Cape of Good Hope and proceed as far as the Red Sea, where it 
abounds: others again deny this; but it is moft probable that amber proceeds from 
the bottom of the fea, where it is produced, and from which it is torn by the motion 
of the waves and the action of ftorms, which lhake it in fuch a manner as to feparate 
it from the rocks or the bottom to which it adheres, when, after the tempefts fubfide, 
it is collected : this opinion is alfo corroborated by the relation we have of a veffel 
obliged to caft anchor off the ifland of St. Lawrence (Madagafcar), in a fpot where 
there was but twenty fathoms water ; in raifing the anchor of this veffel the next day, 
it was found covered with pieces of amber brought up from the fandy bottom. 

In this country indeed three kinds of amber arc found, yellow, black, and grey, 
which enrich this people by the profit they derive from them : the yellow is preferred 
to the black ; but the grey is efteemed of greater value than either. 

Other authors again, who have written in modern times, aferibe a different origin 
to this matter, and believe that in the iflands in the north a particular liquor occurs, 
differing but little from that kind of gum common in our cherry trees, which falling 
into the fea becomes indurate from the action of the water, and is afterwards caft on 
the fea fhore, where the air completes itspetrifaftion. That it is progreffive in its forma¬ 
tion from a fluid ftate to that in which it is found, indeed, is proved from the many 
mftances afforded of amber in the cabinets of the curious, in which, owin* to its pellu- 
cidity, flies, fpiders, and-bees are diftinguilhed ; thefe, caught either by their feet or 
other poruons of their body, when the amber was yet foft, have become enveloped in 
the accumulating mafs, and thus remain in an incorruptible ftate, owing to the ex- 
clufion of air. Notice of this circumftance may even be feen in the epigrams of 
Martial. No* 32. and No, xo* r 0 
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Of the army sent by the king don Sebastian to the kingdom of maco- 

RONGA; THE VICTORIES OBTAINED BY THE PORTUGUESE OVER SEVERAL 

MONARCHS, WITH WHOM THEY WERE OBLIGED TO FIGHT BEFORE THEY 

CAME TO THE GOLD MINES; THE MANNER IN WHICH THESE ARE WORKED.— 

Of THE RIVERS, FOUNTAINS, AND LAKE OF CUAMA. 

CHAP. I. — The Portuguefe Army enters the kingdom of Maeoronga in fear ch of Gold 
Mines. The manner in "which the Gold is dug. 

DON Sebaftian was fcarcely feated on the throne, before he refolved on extending 
his dominions by means of new conquefts. In this view he caufed a number of veffels 
to be equipped for an expedition to Sofala, the command of which was entrufted to 
Francis Baretto, who, penetrating into the kingdoms of Maeoronga and Manica, disco¬ 
vered mines of gold in thefe countries, of which by his prudence and valour he made 
himfelf matter. 

In the profecution of his defigns, it was tieceffary he fhould pafs through the territo¬ 
ries of the Quiteva, who objected to this meafure, and prepared to refill by force any 
attempt on the part of the Portuguefe to enter his dominions. He feared a junction of 
their forces with thofe of the King of Chicanga, a monarch more powerful than him¬ 
felf and his fworn enemy, apprehenfive left the confequence would be his becoming 
tributary to the European power. He therefore gave orders that every ftep fliould be 
difputed; and, in addition to the army fent to oppofe the Portuguefe, he fet another on 
foot to prevent a diverfion on the part of the troops of the King ot Chicanga; he alfo placed 
ambufeades in every favourable fpot by which the enemy might be fur prized, and fldrmilhes 
repeatedly took place, in which the Portuguefe conftantlv had the advantage, though 
with fome lofs on their tide. Still the haraffmg warfare they were obliged to maintain, 
difgufted them with an enterprize fo difficult; and,.from their having no means of re¬ 
cruiting their Ioffes, each man of theirs killed was equal to a hundred of the enemy, 
who were able immediately to bring others into the field to fupply the place of fuch as 
were ilain. Notwithftanding this, the refolution of the Portuguefe fupported them 
under their difficulties, and enabled them to open themfelves a paffage through the 
files of the enemy. 

The Caffres, who had now repeatedly experienced the courage of thofe they had to 
oppofe, no longer confidered themfelves fafe in their towns, but, to efcape flavery or 
death, abandoned them, carrying off all their cattle and provifions, and trufting by this 
means to oblige the Portuguefe, in defpight of their vidories, to retreat, owing to want 
of the neceffaricS for fupporting their army. 

Still the brave Baretto continued to follow up his conquefts both by fea and land, and 
fpread fuch confternation through the country, that the Quiteva, who refilled at Zimboe, 
having intelligence of the approach of this general, took to flight with all the inhabitants 
of the city and withdrew to a large foreft in the neighbourhood, not cboofmg to 
ri(k the defence of the town. Baretto confequently entered it without refiftance; and 


SANTOS’ HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 


7°4 

as he had not a fufficient force to garrifon, and indeed did not wifla to preferve it, 
he gave it up to pillage, and after fetring it on fire continued his march towards 
the kingdom of Manica, which in the fpace of a few days he entered. ^ 

The monarch of this country, concealing the vexation he felt at his arrival,^ fent a 
deputation to compliment him on the occalion, and exprefs his fatisfa£iion at his vifit, 
the perfons lent bearing with them a prefent of provifions. Baretto, highly pleafed 
at meeting with a friendly reception, fent meffengers in return to render thanks for 
his civility, and entreat his acceptance of the prefents intended for him by the King 
of Portugal. The Moorifh King upon this expreffed a wifh to fee the Portuguefe 
general; and the latter, at the interview which in confequence took place, commu¬ 
nicated the inftru&ions he had received from his court, the principal of which was, 
to negociate a treaty of amity and intercourfe between the two monarchs. 

This Sovereign, on the approach of Baretto, went forward to meet him, marking by 
this unufual condefcenfion the efteem in which he held the King his matter, and the 
refpeCt he bore his ambaffador ; at the fame time he communicated to him, that as long 
as he might choofe to remain in his dominions the whole of his companions fhould be 
maintained at his expenfe, and in the courfe of the conference all the articles of the treaty 
of amity were agreed upon; among which the fecond was, that the King of Chicanga 
fhould freely admit the Portuguefe throughout his territories for the purpofe of traf¬ 
ficking, as well in gold duft as in other merchandize ; of the former the quantity bar¬ 
tered is very confiderable in this country. f 

The Portuguefe were enchanted at having In fo (hart a time concluded a treaty of 
fuch advantage to their Sovereign, and fo beneficial to the realm ; they moreover flat¬ 
tered themfelves with the hope of acquiring ftore of gold with which to return enriched 
to their country ; but when they faw what toil was requifite for extracting this precious 
metal from the bowels of the earth, and the danger incurred by thofe who worked in 
the mines, they were fpeedily undeceived, and no longer regarded their fortunes as in- 
ftantaneoufly made. At the fame time they were induced to reflect, that the labour and 
rifk of digging the gold from the abyfles whence it is drawn, are fuch as with jufticc 
to ftamp that value on it which it bears from its confequent rarity. 

Thefe people have divers methods of extracting the gold, and feparating it from 
the earth with which it is blended; but the moil common is, to open the ground, and 
proceed towards the fpot where, from certain indications, ore is fuppofed to abound. 
For this purpofe they excavate vaults, fuftained at intervals by pillars, and, notwith¬ 
standing they make ufe of every pofiible precaution, it often happens that the vaults 
give way and bury the fubterranean Tappers beneath their ruins. When they reach the 
vein in which the gold is found mixed with the earth, they take the ore as it is, and 
put it into veflels full of water, and by dint of ftirring about the water, the earth is 
diffoived and the gold remains at bottom. 

They likewife take advantage of heavy rains, which, occafioning torrents, carry 
before them whatever loofe earth they meet in their way, and thus lay open the fpots 
where gold is embedded in the ravines. This the Cafiires colleCt and wafh with care, 
to purify from the grader part of its earthy admixture. 

Thefe people aJfo, however unpolifhed they may feem, yet poffefs a fecret peculiar 
to themfelves for difeovering the gold concealed in certain ftones*, which they likewife 

* This fecret confiRs it is highly probable, in the done containing the gold being foftened, and it* 
natural colour changed by the prefence of gold, a circumftance noticed conftamly by the gold feekere of 
Celebes. See, in the portion of this work allotted to Afia, a defcriplion of the gold mines of Celebes, by 
VonWurmb. Eko. Tha»*. r 6 J 

have 
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have the ingenuity of extraaing, conflantly obferving the fame praflice of wafhing it well 
to feparate all earthy particles from the metal, and thus rendering it equally luftrous with 
that obtained from the earth. This gold is, however, much cheaper than the other, 
either owing to its being more common, or to its being obtained with greater facility 
and at lefs expenfe than that exfodiated from the bowels of the earth. 

This country being thus fecund in valuable mines, it cannot be furprizing that, in 
after periods, other nations, following the example of the great Baretto, Ihould be 
folicitous of penetrating into the country. Baretto returned to Sofala well fatisfied 
not only on account of the treaty he had concluded with Chicanga, but alfo at 
being fo fortunate as to terminate another -with the Ouiteva, who, apprized of his being 
about to return, no longer avoided him as before, but invited him to pals through his 
country, with affurance that he would meet with friends alone, in which number he 
begged to clals himfelf. fie in faff received him with open arms, and expreffed a 
defile of living in friend/hip with the King his mafter, and of being admitted among 
the number of the friends of the general himfelf. The treaty of peace figned by the 
Quiteva and Baretto, comprized the following articles: that the Portuguefe Ihould 
have rhe liberty of entering at pleafure into his kingdom for the purpofe of traffick, and 
of palling through it to Chicanga to trade for gold; and, on the part of the Portuguefe, 
that, for this conceffion, they Ihould annually fend to the Quiteva two hundred ells of 
linen. Thus thefe two parties, but fhortly before inveterate enemies, "parted apparently 
in friendfhip ; but the ftate of amity thus eilablilhed was not of long duration. 

CHAP. II. — Of the War waged by Baretto with the King of Mongas, over whom he 
obtained a complete •viftory, miwitbjlanding the incantations of a Sorcerefs, who quitted 
him to ftde with the Caffres. — Of the remarkable Springs in this country. 

"1 HE Portuguefe, by the treaties concluded between the two Kings of Chicanga and 
Quiteva, fpread general confternation through the country. Their ambition now knew 
no limits, but increafed in proportion to their advance into the country. They felt par¬ 
ticularly anxious to open a road into the kingdom of Mongast, a matter not to be 
effected but by fighting with and overcoming whoever Ihould dare to oppofe their 
progrefs. The obltaclcs were indeed many to the efleftuauon of their deligns; but 
Baietto, who commanded a well.dilciplined army, by his prudence and the bravery of 
Ills troops, overcame them all, and was conftantly victorious, as well in the different 
Ikirmilhes which took place, as in pitched battles. 

"lhe king of Mongas was powerful, and had a very fine army on foot, which difputed 
every pals through which the Portuguefe had to march. At length the day arrived 
when they had to combat the whole force ol the Caffres; thefe, notwith(landing their 
number much furpafled that of the Portuguefe, and notwithftanding this fuperiority 
promifed them fuccels, were yet fomewhat intimidated. They had learnt by experience 
to place its due value on the bravery of the Portuguefe, who moreover had an old for- 
cerefs with them, whom fuperllition regarded as a palladium, that would fecure the 
victoiy to which ever fide lhe remained with, lhe Portuguefe indeed placed- no reli- 

+ The dominions of the Monomotopa. The country is termed Mongas. the fovercigii Monomalopa, a*, 
the h yereign oi SoioLi is termed Quitev#* A cotifufiou has anlea from rhe errors of treographcrSy who 
, in bodiiiiHanccsj given the ditUnguijlhing name of tbe fovereign to the countries over winch they 
rule* Ehg* T kaxs. * 


ance 


SANTOS* HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 


■706 


ance either on this tale, which was promulged by herfelf, or on the power of the witch, 
and formed their line of battle in due order, depending on their own intrepidity and 
that good fortune which hitherto had attended their banners. The attack began on 
tiie part of the Portuguefe; but previoufly the old woman had changed Tides, and was 
gladly admitted into the ranks of the Calfres : fhe promifed them victory, engaging to 
ftrike their enemies with panic, and blind them by means of a powder the had in a 
bag, provided they would but ftand firm to the firft fliock; and fuch implicit credit did 
they give to her promifes, that they even provided themfelves with cords with which 
to bind their vidlims. For her atfiitance the was in return to receive fome confiderable 
prefents : In the mean time the Portuguefe, who laughed at the imaginary, enchant- 
ments of the witch, bore down on the oppofite army ; and the general, Tingling out the 
old woman who was readily diftinguilhed in their ranks by her ridiculous contortions, 
and was then in the a ft of giving to the air the powder which fliould deprive them of 
fight, directed a field piece to be pointed at her, expefvting thus to intimidate her ; but, 
confident in her charms and deeming herfelf invulnerable, fhe mocked the effect of the 
cannon $ the match was applied, and the palladium of the enemy at once was blown to 
atoms. The confidence of the Calfres in their invincibility was now at once annihilated ; 
for throughout they trufted more to the magic of the forcerefs, than to their individual 
bravery. Baretto, in the definition of the witch, however he might deem it a weak- 
nefs to rejoice at the fall of a woman, from motives of policy joined with the army in 
the Ihout of exultation which was fent forth from the ranks. A moment’s paufe in the 
operations of the army now took place; and as a token of regard for his Ikill, the 
general took from his own neck a chain of gold that he wore, and placed it round 
that of the cannoneer. Excited to frelh endeavours by fo confpicuous and fo valuable 
a mark of efteem, the cannoneer thundered inceflantly upon the Caffres, and with fuch 
effect that whole columns fell before him, and the utmoft diforder prevailed in the 
enemy’s ranks, who now began to waver. The general, who faw their irrefblute Hate, 
immediately founded a charge, which was carried into effeft with fo much vigour and 
fo opportunely, that, but for a body of referve which at the critical inftant came up 
to their fupport, the army would have been completely defeated. The fuccours brought 
made the conflict more fevere, and victory remained long uncertain ; at length the 
Portuguefe prevailed, made themfelves mafters of the field, took all the baggage 
and arms of the enemy, and with them a great number of prifoners, whom they made 
Haves. 

The Caffres, who now to their colt experienced the capacity and valour of the Por¬ 
tuguefe, were anxious for peace, which was granted on condition that the king fhould 
allow free accefs into his dominions for themfelves and their merchandize. This treaty, 
■which tailed fome length of time, enabled the Portuguefe to become acquainted with 
the country, and explore all its rarities, among which efpecially worthy of notice is 
the foreft of Lupara or the Spine of the World ,, fo called as well on account of its range 
which exceeds five * leagues, as the prodigious height of its lhaggy mountains, which 
with the trees that cover it tower to the region of clouds. The river Zambefe, beating 
with violence againft thefe rocks, in lapfe of time has wrought itfelf a paffage through 
the foreft, and ruflies with fuch violence over its craggy bed, that all who hitherto have 
had the temerity to attempt its courfe have been fhipwrecked. 


le H UCS ’ y ead fiv£ J mndre ' L , The S P ine World ftietches from the line in Long. 

580 \\ eft. of Greenwich to Ut. 22- S. where they unite with the main ridges of Africa, and proceed to 
the Cape of Good Hope. Eng. Tb a ns. 
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In this kingdom is a fomeferhat remarkable fountain called Maembe, which divides 
itfelf into five ftreamlets, each poffeffing different degrees of warmth. T\Vo of them are 
frelh and tepid, two other of greater warmth, and of the fifth the water is of a boiling 
heat; yet notwithftanding thefe various temperatures, the five llreamlets all proceed 
from one common fource *. 

Near the fort of Tete t is a river the water of which, though it be fix fcore leagues 
diftant from the fea, is fait; but what is more extraordinary, the ftream which flows 
contiguous to the river Mangania, at more than two hundred leagues from the fea, is 
not only equally fait, but in addition poffeffes the property of petrifying wood call into 
it. Albertus Magnus relates his having feat one fimilar in Germany : and in the 
Aftronomy of John Ceres, chap. 12, mention is made of a fountain the water itfelf of 
which changed to (lone, and congealing immediately upon leaving its fource, became 
fo hard as to be capable of refilling the fiercelt heat of the dog-days. 

In Alentejo, a province of Portugal, a league diftant from a town called Avis, is a 
river which has five different beds, and which overflows its banks at very unufual 
periods of the year; for this happens during the hot-weather between April and Sep¬ 
tember, when other ftrearas are dry. In thefe months it increafes in volume as much as 
it diminilhes in winter, when from the abundance of rain that in that feafon falls in 
Portugal, other rivers fwell fo as to deluge the plains in their neighbourhood. 

In this river, moreover, another fingular peculiarity is remarked: as long as its waters 
flow in their natural channel they differ in no refpeft from thofe of other llreams in 
general, but when they overflow their banks they turn to Hone whatever they meet 
with in their courfe, not excepting even the grafs. And in this province, fliould the 
rainy feafon continue longer than common, or the rains be fo heavy as to inundate the 
country , and deftroy the feed in the ground, the peafants take no heed of the difafter, 
but, fine of a more abundant crop in the end, as foon as the waters difappear they fow 
again their lands, and in fix or feven weeks after their golden crops invite the fickle ; 
thus the only inconvenience they endure is the labour of a fecond fowing, for not even 
the feed is loft, as the more ample harvelt makes them amends, and the fertilized 
earth brings forth its treafures fo quick as to make them on a par with thofe of their 
neighbours, who have not had their lands fubmerged, in point of the time at which 
their crops are ripe. 

CHAP. III.— Of the exertions made by Francis Baretto to obtain information refpetting 

the Mines of Gold and Silver in that part of the country , in the vicinage of the river 

Cuama or Zambefe. Of the trick played him, and the utter difcomfiture of his Army. 

It is a matter of fa£t that this country is rich in gold and filver mines, but thefe metals 
are not fo eafily obtained as is imagined j for the Caffres are prohibited under penalty 
of death and the confifcation of their property from difcovering the fite of the mines, 
either to their neighbours or tb thofe who pafs through their country. When a mine 
is difcovered the perfons finding it make loud outcries to call witneffes round them, 

* Such accidental circumftance* are lefs extraordinary than ia imagined : water, by flowing over certain 
metals, creates an effervefcence, and caloric is confequently difengaged in various proportions according to 
the mature of the metallic ftib(lance contained m the ore over which the water Jlows * where the ore ia 
competent to occafion but a flight effervefcence, the water becomes tepid j where the fernjentatioa is violent, 
the water Is raifed to a high degree of heat* Ekg. Trams, 
f Upon the river Zambefe* 
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and cover the fpot, above which they place fome object to denote the fite ; and, far 
from being fufceptible to be prevailed upon by ft rangers to point out thefe fpots, they 
avoid encountering them as much as pofiible, for fear they fliould even be fufpefted of 
fueh a deed. ■ 

The motive of the fovereign for enacting thefe prohibitory laws, and for exacting a 
declaration to be made to the court of all mines difcovered is, that he may take poffef- 
fion of them, and by preventing the Portuguefe from becoming mafters of one portion, 
give no room for fucceeding warfare on their part to feize upon the remainder. 

After Baretto had poffefftd hiinfelf of the gold mines of Manica in the manner we 
have before defcribed, he directed his courfe at the head of his forces towards the 
country through which flows the Cuama, to make himfelf mafter of thofe of filver at 
Chicona, for this purpofe afcending the river Cuama from Sena. On the way he 
fought with the king of the Mongas, who oppofed his paffage, and defeated him in 
feverat battles, and proceeded victorioufly through all the countries and kingdoms along 
the river without finding any one powerful enough to arreft his progrefs. 

After the defeat of the fovereign of the Mongas,-this prince, the rnoft potent of all 
the princes of this quarter, was under the necellity of firing for peace, which was granted 
him. The remaining Caffres, upon this, perfectly difpirited and too weak to keep the 
field, abandoned their habitations and the open country, and took refuge in the woods. 
The Portuguefe, now heed of their enemies and mafters of the country, arrived in 
fafety at Chicona, where Baretto immediately commenced his inquiries refpecting the 
pofition of the filver mines, but he found none inclined to give him the information 
he fought; every one concluding that if he once poffeffed himfelf of thefe, the entire 
iubjugation of their country would naturally follow. However, a certain Caffre of a 
fcheming and artful difpofition refolved on attempting to impofe on Baretto, and for 
this purpofe told him that, provided he would proportion die reward to the value of 
the difcovery, he would make him acquainted with the fpots where the mines were* 
The general, highly folieitous of the information, loaded him with kindnefs, made him 
various prefents in advance, and flattered him with the expectation of ample reward 
in cafe of his fulfilling his pronrife. The Caffre, a complete rogue, promifed to be 
with him the next day and conduct him to the fpot, but at the fame time figuified how 
requiiite, in order to avoid fufpicion, it would be for him to return home, that he might 
depart thence by Health under covert of night to join him unfeen, and proceed thus to 
the mines, as in cafe of his attempting any thing of the kind by day he would lay 
himfelf open to the penalties of the law. By the air of probability in the ftatement, 
Baretto was perfeftly duped. The Caffre, the next night, repaired to a fpot where 
was a vein of filver ore, from which he took two or three pieces of ore which he buried 
in another fpot, and thence returned to Baretto to fulfil as he faid his promife, affuring 
him he would conduct him whither he fhould find filver without much toil or trouble. 
The general did not think fit to go himfelf with the Caffre, but fent people to ac¬ 
company him and dig in the fpot he fhould indicate. So eager were thefe on the occa- 
fion that they paid no attention to the circumftance of the earth having been newly 
dug up, and in a. little time they came to the three mafies of filver ore, buried there 
by the Caffre on the preceding night, of which intelligence was immediately given to 
Baretto, who was in raptures on the occafion; nor wonder at Iris joy, the double 
motive of his expedition, a thrift for glory and conqueft, and an expectation of en¬ 
riching himfelf, he thus fancied complete : When the CalFre returned, he loaded him 
anew with exprellions of kindnefs, and what to the wily infidel was of much greater 
weight, with additional prefents far exceeding the value of the filver produced. Baretto 

wax 


SANTOS* HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. y 0 p 

was now confident of his fmcerity, and dreamt of another Potofi; but his vifions proved 
in the end mere fhadows, and he faw the Caffre no more. At firft it was imagined 
he had been furprifedin his noClurnaliabours and condemned to death, and already, the 
general deplored him as a man faithful to bis interefts; but upon fending his people 
again to the lpot where they had dug up the filver ore, and their long*continued toil 
in purfuit of the vein proving altogether fruitlefs, he no longer doubted of the cheat 
put upon him, but had leifure to repent that he had been fo weak as to make the Caffre 
prefents above the value of the filver difcovered. 

This fraud did not however annihilate the hopes of Baretto, who continued to pur- 
fue his fearch by means of two hundred men whom he left at this poll, provided with 
every requifite for their fupport, and an ample ftock of ammunition. Thefe had in- 
ftruCtions not to leave the place until the fite of the mines Ihould be difcovered, while he 
himfelf with the refidue of hh forces retired upon Sena. He moreover directed the 
party left at Chicona to make incurfions into the woods, and hunt out the inhabitants 
who had fled from their homes, and who keeping aloof hoped the Portuguefe would 
feel themfelves conftrained to forego their defigns af^er confuming the pro vifions they 
had with them. The event did not realife thefe expectations of the natives; the Por¬ 
tuguefe had ftrongly intrenched themfelves, and while they hoarded the provifions they 
poffeffed to ferve them at exigency, by following the directions of the general in pur¬ 
suing the fugitives in their recedes, though they encountered great refiftance, they almofli 
conltantly returned loaded with provifions and fpoil. A warfare thus harafling at 
length determined fome of thofe who had fled to the woods to come to terms with the 
Portuguefe, and among other articles they agreed as the purchafe of a ceffation of 
hoftilities to difclofe the fite of the filver mines. The Portuguefe, who themfelves are 
by nature fincere, were void of miftruft of any treachery on the part of the Caffres, 
though thefe had planned the treaty merely to make the invaders fall into the ambufli 
they were preparing. 

Peace being now concluded by the treaty, which flipulated that either party fhould 
regard the other as friends, and that the Caffres Ihould fumilh the Portuguefe with every 
thing neceffary towards their .fupport in their intrenchments, and provide them with 
trufty guides to direCt them in fafety to the mines, and people to aflift them in working 
them $ this laft article was the firft which either party prepared to put in execution, 
but efpecially the Caffres, who fought by lulling the Portuguefe into a falfe fecurity to 
enfnare them, and appointed among themfelves for effecting their plan the very day 
they fhould proceed to the mines. The Portuguefe, who took with them on the jour¬ 
ney a hundred and fixty men well armed, conl'equently left but forty for the defence 
of the fort. Trulting to their guides, the expedited party were led into an ambufcade 
where they had to fuftain the fire of four hundred Caffres from their covert in the 
foreft, which effected the deft ru Cl ion of almoft the whole of the Portuguefe detach¬ 
ment. The few who efcaped here the melancholy intelligence to their comrades in, 
the fort. At firft it was propofed that this fhould be evacuated, as it was much to be 
apprehended that little time could elapfe before it would be attacked, and as the 
means of refiftance to the force which they had room to expeCt would be employed 
again ft them was very far from adequate to the maintenance of the poftj but the 
thought of flying before barbarians, the dread left a meafure of this kind fhould be 
imputed to pufilianimity and affix an indelible ftain on their.military character, induced 
many to differ from this propofal j and their determination refolutely to withftand the 
enemy at length prevailed with the whole, who vowed either to avenge their country¬ 
men on the heads of the traitors, or perifh in the attempt. 
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In the mean time the fort was in veiled by upwards of four thoufand Caffres. Yet, 
large as was their number, they did not dare to venture an affault, but contented them- 
felves with blockading the fort. At length the Portuguefe, having exhaufted their 
provifions, had only a choice of death left them, and refolved on that which fhonld 
be worthy of their former life; they coni'equently made a fortie on the enemy, and 
wherever their blows were dealt they carried with them deftruction j but overpowered 
at laft by numbers, they fell to a man, felling their lives at a rate fo dear that no blufli 
ihall ftain the cheeks of their countrymen at the remembrance of their cataftrophe. 


CHAP. IV .—Of the barbarous inhumanity of the Caff res of the vicinage effort Tete, who 

feed on human flefh ; and of the war -waged with the Mumbo, who had defpoiled a 

Caffrc of his p offejfsons, who was friendly to the Portuguefe. 

BEYOND fort Tete on the oppofite fide of the river Guama there are two nations 
of Caffres, the one denominated Mambas, the other Ztmbas or Muztmbas ; both the 
one and the other of thefe fubfirf on human flefli, and for the purpofe of devouring them 
kill all they meet, whether by fea or land; and when vi&ims among ftrangers are 
wanting, they put to death their Haves and the aged, whom they fay are but an 
incumbrance. 

They are deftitute of religion, have neither altars, nor images, nor idols, and no 
other object of adoration but their fovereign, who ftyles himfelf Lord‘of Heaven and 
Earth. He on his part is fo perfuaded of poffefling the dominion be arrogates to him¬ 
felf, that whether he willies it fliould rain of ceafe from raining, whether folicitous of 
cooler or warmer weather, fhould the feafons in their courfe be different from his 
inclinations and appear to contradict his will, he madly feeks for vengeance, and im- 
pioufly as vainly fpends his rage in imprecations, and lances his arrows at the Iky. 
But, on the other hand, the anger which the' prince fo fruitlefsly manifefts againft 
heaven, recoils on himfelf; for his .people, witneffing his want of controul over the 
elements, with reafon regard him as an ufurper pretending to rights which he does 
not poffefs : thus is he perpetually placed in danger, not only of forfeiting their opinion 
of his divine nature, and lofing the prefents which they are accuftomed to make on 
addreffmg themfelves to him to obtain what they feek from heaven, but alfo of being 
precipitated from his throne. ° 

1 he Portuguefe not only fought opportunities to eftablilh themfelves firmly in the 
country for the promotion of their individual interefts, they were equally anxious to 
fupport all thofe who were favourable to their caufe. In profecution of this policy 
they efpoufed the quarrel of a Ca'ffre oppreffed by a neighbour of greater authority* 
took up arms in his defence, under the command of the captain of Fort Tete and, 
crofting the river, ^ marched direct upon Chlcaronga, whither the ufurper on their 
putting themfelves in motion had retired. 

They no fooner arrived before than they inverted this place, and attacked it with 
fiich vigour that this Mumbo Caffre who had fix hundred men with him was obliged 
to quit the place and reftore the poffefiions which he had unjuftly feized upon, to the 
friend of the 1 ortuguefe. Thefe having effeSed this objeS returned, fliewmg by their 
conduct not only that they had power to eftablilh their fuperiority, but alfo fufficient 
t0 . maintain the caufe of thofe dependent on them, and redrefs the grievances they 
might endure from more powerful neighbours. 


This 
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This Caffre had long been accuftomed to make incurfions on the territories of his 
neighbours, before he was attacked by the Portuguefe; and had become fo arrogant 
and cruel, that he placed over the gate of his fort the heads of alt he kilted, and kept 
their mangled carcafes in a large room, into which all who came to vifit him were 
introduced, as well to hnprefs them with awe as to fhew that his vengeance againft 
thofe who were his enemies did not terminate with their life, but was entailed on the 
corpfes of his viftims# On the defeat of the garrifon, the Portuguefe delivered from 
their dreadful flavery a number of women and children whom this wretch kept, with 
a number of men, in pens, for the purpofe of killing and eating them in fucceffion, 
according to their general pra£tice, and carried them with him to Fort Tete. As to the 
wretch liimfelf, he fayed his life by an ignominious flight. 

The example made in this inftance of’ the Mumbo, who loft all his property in the 
fort, was not fufficient to deter another Caffre in the vicinage of Sena from defpoiling 
one of his countrymen of his property who was befriended by the Portuguefe# This 
man fled to them, flaring that, on account of his affeftion for them and his efpoufmg 
their caufe, he had endured the mofl cruel treatment, and imploring them to reinftate 
him in the poffefiions of which he had been deprived. . The perfon to whom this 
Caffre addreffed himfelf was Andre St. Jago, governor off Sena, who took him under 
his protection, and promifed to fend forth a body of troops to countenance the en¬ 
treaty he fhould make that his enemy would in a friendly manner reftore what he 
had violently ufurped, and in cafe of refufal to effeft by force what might be denied 
to milder meafures. 

Andre San Jago in confequencc took the held at the head of his people, with two 
pieces of cannon, and advanced againfl the offending Caffre, who was called Mu~ 
zimbas* On approaching the place in which he was polled, he found him deaf to 
any friendly propofidons*, and, when he regarded the ftrength of the fortifications he 
had thrown up, he repented having fo readily interfered ; and, apprehendve the fiege 
would be of longer duration than what had before been fufpe£ted by him, he con¬ 
verted it into a blockade, awaiting fuccour, for which he fent to the commander of 
Fort Tete, Fernandez de Chares# This officer inarched out 4o join him at the head 
of as ftrong a detachment as he could fparc, but, regarding the enemy with whom they 
had to combat as unworthy of their attention, they proceeded in draggling and de¬ 
tached parties, without order, and without the precaution of fending forth fcouts* 
The troops of their antagonift which kept the field, obferving this neglect of difeipline, 
placed themfelves in anibulh in a wood through which they had to pafs, and while yet 
in the fame diforder attacked them. The commander of Fort Tete and his foldiers, 
after {hewing the utmoft bravery, became the victims of their own imprudence and neg¬ 
lect, and fell to a man. The barbarous conquerors, not content with the lives of 
their enemies, mangled the carcafes of the dead, from which they cut all the limbs and 
head, leaving nothing but the trunk ; after this they fecretly entered the fort* When 
they had joined their companions there, they publiflied the defeat of the enemy by beat 
of drum and fttouts of exultation# The noife fomewhat furprized Andre de San Jago, 
but his ailonifhment redoubled when he beheld the trpops of Muzhnhas marching in 
triumph on the ramparts, each carrying a limb cut from the enemy, and on the cad 
of a pike the head of the governor of Fort Tete* At a fight fo melancholy, and 
which deprived him of all hope of fuccour, he was greatly afflkled, and determined on 
a filent retreat; but Muzimbas, apprifed of his intention, fell upon the Portuguefe 
unexpectedly, and completely cut to pieces the rear-guard, killing the commander, 
who on news of the attack had flown to render them afliftance, and who preferred fhariog 

death 
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death with his brave men to furviving in a country where nothing but*his unfortunate 
defeat could be prefent to his imagination. 

The Portuguefe on this occafion likewife loft Father Nicolas de Rofario, a monk of 
the order of Santo Domingo, who had accompanied the army to fay mafs and admi- 
nifter the facramentsj but the maimer of death of this good father was fo cruel, that 
it may be regarded as a kind of martyrdom; for after tying him to a tree, and exer- 
cifing on his body what the moft infamous and brutal paflions alone could fuggeft, they 
killed him by repeated wounds. Muzimbas, defirous on this occafion of fignalizing 
himfelf, put on the clerical drefs of the monk, and bearing in one hand the chalice 
and in the other a fpear, marched thus at the head of his troops, who each bore one 
or other of the members of the Portuguefe they had killed, which they ate at a feail 
given in honour of their victory: this took place in 1592. 

The fucceeding year Don Pedro de Soufa, governor of Mozambico, attempted to 
revenge the death of Andre de San Jago, and the death of his troops; but he was un¬ 
fortunate in his expedition, and obliged to retreat, lofing by the way the major part 
of his rear-guard, which was utterly defeated by Muzimbas, and leaving all his 
baggage and cannon to the conqueror, rendered ftill more arrogant and vain by this 
additional fuccefs. After this Don Pedro de Soufa formed an army confifting of 
upwards of fifteen hundred Caffres and two hundred Portuguefe, with which he crofted 
the river to lay liege to Muzimbas. On this occafion he inverted the town in form, 
and caufed it to be attacked at feveral points, at each of which however he met with 
an equally obftinate refiftance m , and the Caffre moreover, by railing epaulements, 
fheltered his men in fuch a manner that they were very little incommoded by the artillery 
of the Portuguefe. Thefe at length determined on carrying the place by aflault, and 
in furtherance of this plan filled the ditch with fafcines, and puftied their lines for¬ 
ward to the very foot of the counterfcarp, where they made a lodgement to cover 
themfelves from the fallies of the befieged ; but the enemy ihrew fuch abundance of 
hot water and boiling oil on the Caffres, who were naked, that the major part of 
them were difpiiitedj and in addition to this annoyance, they made fuch profit¬ 
able ufe of certain machines of iron which they ufe for the defence of towns, 
and which, being projefied with ftrength and precifion, carry death wherever they 
flrike, that the Portuguefe and the Caffres with them loft the whole day in attempts 
of no avail j at lengtii they founded a retreat in order to drefs the wounded and bury 
their dead. J 

On the fucceeding day the general renewed the affault and ereaed gabions which 
commanded the ramparts of the Zimbas. From this pofition the mufquetry an no ved 
the enemy fo feverely, that they at length offered to capitulate; but while the articles 
were ptepruing, Muzimbas, as excellent a politician as a warrior, availed himfelf of 1 
ftratagem which obliged the Portuguefe to raife the fiege. He counterfeited a number 
of letters from the women of Mozambico and Sena, reprefenting to their hulbands in 
the army of Don Pedro, that their perfons were in extreme peril, owing toinfurreftions 
that had taken place in thofetwo towns ; and conjuring them, if they valued either their 

/X r ff° e u f thei " who were in dan S er of averting to their priftine flavery, 

(the Caffres threatening to deftroy both towns), to return to their homes. In thefe 1<J- 

ScftinV 1 tn°X e ? de f nilS XVeie , Ufcd; and lhe fu P erior claims of kindred and 

affe&on to thofe of mere fnendftnp and attachment to the Portuguefe in a caufe which 

muft take long time to bring to iffue were ftrongly infifted upon. They ftated, that 

refonrrp«XfM Te l eCUtin ^n. a fr° m the excellent troops and numerous 

refources of Muzimbas, muft neceffanly be long procraftinated, they were at the crifis 

of 
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cf their fate, and that delay might render their affairs irretrievable. The fubftance of 
thefe letters being fpread through the camp, the Caffres reprefented to their commander 
the ncceffity of flying to the defence of their property and families, promifing at the 
fame time, after avenging themfelves of their enemies, to return and fignalize them- 
felves in his fervice. Don Pedro de Soufa, who had no means of enforcing obedience 
nor of preventing their abandoning him, was fain to allow their departure ; and hav¬ 
ing now but two hundred men left with him, determined on railing the liege. Muzim- 
bas, however, who reckoned much on the fuccefs of his Jlratagem, and had already 
prepared his meafures, caufed the rear of the Portuguefe to be attacked in a narrow de¬ 
file, and, cutting it in pieces, and making himfelf mailer of all the baggage and artillery, 
returned triumphant to his fortrefs. 

Still placing a due value on the prowefs of the Portuguefe, Muzimbas refolved to 
prevent the renewal of a war which might terminate in his ruin, deprecated the refent- 
ment of the Portuguefe, and entered into treaty for peace; the articles of which, after 
much difpute, were concluded, Muzimbas agreeing to reftore the ufurped poffelfions 
of the Caffre, which had originated the war, to the right owner. 


CHAP. Y.—The Army of Muzimbas being augmented to Fifteen thoufand Men , he ob¬ 
tains poffejfion of the Ifland Quitoa by means of information given him by a Moor , 
ivbom he caufes to be punijhed according to his deferts. 

THE Portuguefe, thunder-flruck at the fevere check their forces had received, now- 
occupied themfelves in placing their army on fuch a footing as Ihould enable them to 
take lignal vengeance for the treachery which Muzimbas had ufed in furprifing their 
men on railing the liege of his fortrefs. But this wary enemy, fore feeing their inten¬ 
tions, made new levies, and by holding out to his ftlbjects and neighbours, that the 
object of life with brave men Ihould be the acquifition of glory, and the rendering 
themfelves formidable upon earth, by flattering them with fuccefs, and above all with 
a rich booty, he fucceeded in caufing many to take up arms, and tin's the more readily 
from the Caffres, an idle race, in general preferring the eafe and plenty ufually attend¬ 
ant on a warlike life to the toil of peaceful occupations. With his fit'll levies he made 
incurfions on the territories of his neighbours, whofe wives and children were killed 
and eaten, or made Haves by his troops, and by his numbers, and by his depre¬ 
dations, he fpread fuch general confirmation, that the chief of the inhabitants con¬ 
tiguous to his poffeflions, to efcape fimilar injuries, and that they might participate 
in the fpoil of others, flocked to join his ftandard in fuch numbers, that he found 
himfelf at length at the head of an army of fifteen thoufand men, unreflri&ed by 
difeipline from any licentioufnefs. whatfoever, provided they continued faithful to his 
orders. 

This ambitious character, feeing that every thing gave way before him, determined 
’on laying fiege to the ifland Quitoa*, trailing he Ihould readily obtain poffdlion of it, 
and intending to give it up to pillage, the more to attach his troops and render them 
hearty in his lervice. Nofooner had he conceived the defign, than he h aliened to put 
it in execution; but the tide being too high to admit of his embarking his troops, he 
contented himfelf with wafting the country adjacent to the ifland, doling all communi¬ 
cation between the ifland and the main, and commencing a blockade. The inhabitants 

* Between the mouths of the rivers Quitoa and Quifima, north of Caps Del Gudo. Ekg. Trass. 
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who defended the place were foon made acquainted with the intentions of Muzimbas, to 
whofe dominion they were adverfe, and which they were refolved on avoiding at the peril 
of their lives; but a moor who was among them, calculating the hazard of a warfare with 
this chief, refolved on facrificing to his ownfafety and fortune both the lives and liber¬ 
ties of his countrymen. In this view he fwam acrofs the arm of the fea which feparated 
them from the army of Muzimbas, to whom he caufed to be communicated, that he 
had a fecret of importance to impart, which concerned materially his prefent intentions : 
this was fufficient to infure his introduction; Muzimbas was anxious to fee him, and 
ordered him inftantly to be ufhered to his prefence. When before him, after a low 
bow he adtlreffed him in the following terms: * e I prefent myfelf before you, great 
“ general, who are the firft conqueror of this country, and who fo well deferve to be 
“ its mafter. Apprifed of your intention of turning your arms againft the ifiand Quitoa 
. “ where I refide, and apprehenfive the refiftance of the forces it contains, which are 
“ determined to defend the ifiand, might retard its conqueft and the pleafure I fliould 
** feel at becoming your fubjed, I have encountered the dangers of the fea to offer you 
“ niy fervice with heart and hand, and to lay open to you a way by which the ifiand 
“ may be entered, as it is not equally well protected on all lides, and efpecially as on 
“ thoi’e where it is prefumed you mean to make your attacks ; and as I am well fatis- 
“ fied, by following my inftrudions, that you will fpeedily make yourfelf mafter of the 
te ifiand, I entreat protection for myfelf and all belonging tome, in our perfons and our 
“ property, which latter I leave to your generofity to augment at plealure when you 
fball be our fovereign.*’ 

Muzimbas, highly gratified by this offer, received the traitor with much kindnefs, 
promifed him all he required, and even greater recompenfe than his mod ardent expec¬ 
tations led him to anticipate. The enterprize was carried into effect under favour of 
night, when the Moor placed himfelf at the head of the troops, and guided them to the 
fecret pafs in perfect fafety. So flill was the march, that the fendnels^ who did not ex- 
pe& an attack in this diredion, were plunged in fleep, and configned to death, together 
with more than three thoufand inhabitants, who ferved the cannibals for food during 
the pillage of the town. & 

Such was the ravage and fuch were the exceffes committed by the army in Ouitoa, that 
the whole population was exterminated, and the only family left was that of the'traitor who 
had introduced the enemy, and who flattered himielf with receiving an ample fortune. 
Muzimbas, who knew how to proportion his rewards to the merit of fervices received* 
iohcitous of delaying no longer thofe which the Moor had earned, caufed him at 
u n§t u be fammoned to his prefence. The traitor now expeded nothing lefs than 
thathe fhould be appointed governor of the place, and loaded with gifts; he con- 
fequently colleded the whole of his family to be witnefs of his glory, and of the fecuritv 
and opulence its different members were about to acquire. J 

Approaching Muzimbas they fell at his feet, imploring his favour and protedion 
and “larging on the good fortune of the Moor, their relative, who had been enabled 
* C3ufe ’ ^ entreated bim in the humbleft manner to regard them 

ftUthful a T"S hls fub i eas - 0n Muzimbas, in whom nature had 
implanted fentiments of honour as well as a cruel difpofition, who, like Alexander 
could hug the treafon while he abhorred the traitor, caff a terrible look upon them, and 

r e,Ct - that a conqueror like me 

4t f may himty f of ^e perfidy of trattors like yourfelf, but is incapable ofcoun- 

tenancmg or rewarding it. In courfe of time I fliould, by the valour and intrepidity 
of my army, have fucceedcd m my objed, without having recourfe to the fuccour 

10 “ derived 
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** derived from you, and which I merely accepted to fpare the blood of my foldiers. 
K The advantage of having by your means obtained on our part a bloodlefs vi&ory has 
“ hitherto reft rained my refentment at your treafon : you have had a breathing time ; 

it is fit now that I fliould manifeft my indignation and horror at fuch a monfter ; I 
lc condemn you therefore together with your family to be caft into the fea, efteeming 
** all of you alike unworthy to ferve as a meal for my foldiers, fearing left the perfidy 
" of your nature Ihould have communicated a venomous quality to your flefh and blood.” 
Thefe words were pronounced by Muzimbas with fo much vehemence and paflion, 
that the guards about him, whom he directed to put his will in execution, immediately 
followed his orders, and gave the bodies of the whole to the waves. 

After the deftruftion of Quitoa, and the death of him who had precipitated if not 
occafioned its ruin, Muzimbas marched againft: tfaeifland Momhaza, which he conceived 
incapable of refilling his arms : but the Turks, who fufpefled his intentions, had previous 
to his arrival difpatched four galleys with fuccours for its relief, and by means of this 
were enabled to arreft his progrefs, and prefent on the different occafions of their join¬ 
ing battle a very formidable front. 

In the mean time a fleet belonging to the Portuguefe accidentally arrived offMombaza; 
thofe on board, till their arrival, having no intelligence of what was palling. They 
profited by the eircumftances of the time, and fucceeded in beating the one and refill¬ 
ing the other ; for they defeated and captured the galleys of the Turks, and entered 
Mombaza viftorioully in view of the army of Muzimbas on the oppofite bank of the 
river. This chief, unable to comprehend by what means fuccefs fo complete and fo 
prompt could have been obtained, exclaimed that the Portuguefe were truly the gods 
both of fea and land ; and thenceforth he fought their alliance and friendlhip. This 
exploit was effeOed by the brave general Thomas de Soufa. 

Shortly after, a treaty of peace was concluded between the Portuguefe and Muzimbas, 
to whom the former gave up the town of Mombaza, which he laid in ruins. Afterwards 
he proceeded againft the capital of Melinda, which he reckoned upon taking with cafe ; 
but a luccour of three thoufand men having been thrown into the place by certain Caffres 
called Molfequios , Muzimbas, who had already effected a lodgment on one of the 
baftions, was repulfed. Encouraged by this fuccefs, thegarrifon made a fally, and com¬ 
pletely overthrew the army of Muzimbas; the major part being put to the fword, a 
frnall veftige only fuceeeding in reaching their homes by difperiing in every dire£Uon, 
and thus avoiding the fury of the Caffres. 

CHAP. VI. — The Moors of ihe Ijland S 1 . Lawrence , as well as thofe of Mossambico t 

rebel againft the Portuguefe. 

THE ifland of St. Lawrence is fituate oppofite to that Ethiopia of which I have already 
given a description; it is three hundred leagues in length by eighty in breadth, and is 
i'eparated from the main by a channel fixty leagues broad at its narroweft part. It was 
difcovered in 1506 by the expedition under the command of that famous captain Triftunde 
Cun ha on its paffage to the Indies, and the fir ft landing happening on the anniverfary of the 
martyrdom of St. Lawrence, it received his name, though previoully it was called by the 
inhabitants Madagafcar. This country abounds in all kinds of vegetables, rice, millet, 
and a great variety of roots fo pleafant to the talle as to form a principal part of the food 
of the inhabitants through great part of the year; here alfo are leen a number of orange 
and lemon trees, and abundance of fugar canes, 
voi,. xvi. 4 z 
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During the government of George de Meneffes in Mofambico, the Moors rofe 
again 11 the Portuguese, and refuted any longer to admit them into their ports, Hating, 
they hindered them from difpofing of the growth of their own foil; this, however, was 
merely a pretext to oblige the Chriftians, againft whom their hatred was implacable, to 
leave the country. * 

George de Meneffes, who knew of the reluctance of the Moors to their fettling in this 
country, notwithftanding this reluctance determined on eftablilhing a fettlement of the 
Portuguefe; and caufing a veffel of war to be well manned and equipped, failed direft 
to the ifland wit h the intention of waging war with them in cafe the Moors fliould oppofe 
his views and deny a refidence in the country, or the freedom of commerce to the 
Portuguele ; and determining to place a factor there with ten i'oldiers and two monks 
to adminifter the Sacrament to them. 

The Moors, intimidated by the arrival of this fhip, attempted to excufe their rebellion 
and pretended that the fomenters of it had been rigoroufly punifhed, as a proof of their 
delire of living on a friendly footing with the Portuguefe. Thefehowever, not milling 
to their profeffons, propofed to leavers they had planned, a final! garrifun behind them, 
iietore their departure, however, feme mifunderitanding taking place among the foldiers 
or which the garrifcn was compofed, they feverally embarked and returned toMozam- 

•bico, leaving on the ifland Father Thomas alone, a monk of the order of Santo Do- 
mmgo. 

Immediately after the failing of this veffel an Arab fbip arrived from Mecca, the 
crew of which, on healing of the affumed ioveretgnry of the Portugitefe over the inhabit- 

° n o? ther lh ° maS * Wh ° had remained ™d occupied himfelf in. 
preaching the gofpe! 1 hey confequently, in a beverage which they prefented, ad- 

P ° lf r" t0 J? ,m ». he ^petted indeed their bad intentions,'but drank the 

monal effetls! ^ refignaUon to rhe Almi S ht y will, and quickly after experienced its 

1 he Portuguefe, affe&ed at the treatment the good Father experienced from his 
treacheroqe hofts, and juftly offended with them, refolved on avenging, with their own 

vafte 3-teL5?* **7 1“°^ next year to'the ifland and S’t 

afte, afterwards failing back to Mozambico, where they had fcarcely arrived before a 

p£a° m CCa WaS pW1 ' ecked ° n their coaA > aad afforded them a new objecT of 

This year was fertile in treachery, the Moors ading with perfidy towards the Portu 
guefe m one of the iflands contiguous to that of Comoro, which ferves as a repeat 
for all the outcafls and fcoundrels of the country at 

fc t ’ V f • 1 iR * ni ° f “‘“>>“8™ 

S re <ur l ‘t7f " it S OU ‘ “ ““S ‘“•“nation o P f hi.’ dSgtTio hi 

obierved that his fubj.8. as well as himlelf would feel tSelvJ ET*'i “ 

Je^T^Sn^.SaS'/ 0 T"i! * rece P ,! °"> * lhe W 

Cnccrityandcouduathey had littfe povujl of r eZt°N^ ^ 
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in this caution, as was proved by the event; for they learnt by a young man belonging 
to the ifland, who fwam to their fliip, that fliortly after the departure of their mfeffengors, 
the king gave direaions to his people, immediately upon their landing, to fall upon 
the Portuguefe, feize their fliip, and by fuch an example deter the Chriftians from 
again venturing to his ifland. 

The people on board the fliip differed in opinion refpecting the degree of credit to 
be given to the teftimony of this man, fome looking upon it as a mere invention, and 
regarding him in the light of a fpy ; they therefore kept him on board : but, in order 
to remove their doubts, they fern afhore a felucca, and had ample reafon to- repent 
their incredulity, for part of the crew were murdered, the reft efcaping merely by 
throwing themfelves into the lea. The Portuguefe were anxious that the fame man 
who had come on board fhould return to the ifland, that he might continue to give 
them information refpefting what was paffing there ; but, feparate from his difmclina- 
tion to incur the danger he fhould in trufting himfeif again in their hands, he was as 
much averfe from his countrymen as he was partial to the Chriftians, the number of 
whom he fliortly after inereafed, becoming a member of the order of Santo Domingo, 
among the Fathers of which order he lived in a very exemplary manner for many 
years. 


CHAP. VIL — Of the three fcourges with which God afficled the Ethiopians. — Of the 
Ufa to which Manna and Cocoa are put 9 and where they are found. 

THE cruelties exercifed by Muzimbas, occafioned him to be efteemed one of the 
fcourges of God, who ultimately punifhed this prince with the annihilation of his army; 
for he fent fuch immenfe flights of locufts into the country, that when on the wing they 
darkened the day; and when they alighted they devoured fo completely all the flowers 
of the field and every defeription of verdure, even to the roots, that the earth feemed 
as if ravaged with fire : the confequence was, fo great a fcarcity of grain and com 
throughout the whole of Ethiopia, that general famine prevailed. 

The Caftres fold their children for a meafure of millet, and even delivered them¬ 
felves up to flavery, that they might have wherewithal to eat; and thofe whofe circum- 
fiances were mean, waged war with the others for the purpofe of devouring them*. 

The 

* Hiftory Fumifiies many melancholy examples of the extremes to which different nations have oceafion- 
ally been reduced by famine, but among the moft affixing of thefe inftances, no one perhaps exceeds that 
which is related as the refill t of the failure of the overflowing of the Nile, in the year of the Hejira J97, 
commencing in October 1200. The horrible picture is given by Abd-Allatif, an Arabian phyJician of 
great efteem, whofe valuable work refpe&ing Egypt has been dreffed in feveral of die languages of Europe, 
and has lately, with notes which difplay unbounded patience and toil, and at the fame time the deepdt 
erudition, been publiflied anew, through the medium of the imperial prefs at Paris, by M. Sylvefter de Sacy, 
under the title of 1<r Relation de I’Egypte par Abd-AUatif, Paris lSio. J> The narrative, as it will in all 
probability be new to the Bnglifh reader, as it affords a curious fpecimen of the Ar ab ft} le of that period, 
is of undoubted truth, and prefeuts a pifture, however horrible, yet fo highly extraordinary, is in part fub- 
joined. 

** In this ftat? of things, the year 597 (beginning Oftober r 200-1) announced itfelf as a monfter whofe 
$t fury was about to annihilate all the relources of life, and every means of fubllftence* AH hope of a 
4i rifmg of the Nile was abandoned, and, in confequence, the price of every article of produce was inereafed 
,r confiderably; the provinces were parched with drought; the inhabitants forefaw inevitable fcarcity ; and 
#< the dread of famine occafioned much tumult. Thole who dwelt in the country withdrew to the chief 
" towns of the provinces; many among them emigrated to Syria, Magreb, Hedjaz, and Yemen, where 
* € they difperfed tkemfelves in every direction, as fojinerly the children of Saba. Infinite multitudes fought 
** refuge in the cities of Mifr and Cairo, where to the moft frightful dearth was joined as terrible a mor- 

43a ** tality 
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The laft plague was the fmall-poxj which carried off thofe whom famine and the 
fword had ipared^ for none who were afflifled with this deftruchVe malady efcaped. 

44 tality: for, on the fun entering the Conftellation of the Ram (March 1201), the atmofphere became in- 
,f fe£trd, and a peftilential and deftru6Hve contagion began to be manifeft* The poor, ftarving with hunger* 

44 f&tisiied its cravings with the vileft refufe—doga, human carcafes, and carrion, nay even the very excre- 
ff menu of man and animals. They went even further, and devoured young children. It was not unufual 
“ to furprife individuals with infants foafted or boiled. The captain of the city guard caufed to be burnt 
fC alive thofe perform who were guilty of thefe crimes, as well as thofe detected in eating fuch meat, 

I myfelf faw a fmall infant" roaLted, in a ba/ket* It was carried be foie the provo Lt, together with a 
** man and woman, faid to be the parents of the child: the provoft condemned'them to the flake* 

44 When the poor firft began to feed on human fie/h, the horror and wonder excited by fuch unufual 
repads, occasioned it to be the theme of con ver fat ion every where ; but afterwards people were fo 
M atcuftomed to it, and indeed conceived fo much liking for thefe deteftable viands, that they became a 
** general and common food, were eaten ns a treat, and /tore of them was kept for future need: different 
<4 modes of curing and cooking fuch meat were invented; and the cu from once introduced in the city, 
u fpread to the provinces, fo that no part of Egypt remained in which fuch practices were uncommon, 
44 Wonder at fuch a refoitree now eeafed ; the horror it iirft infpired entirely vanifhed ; and it was no 
44 longer fpoken of other than as an indifferent and ordinary matter/* 

After a recital of many /hocking examples of individuals laying in wait to deftroy children and others 
incapable of defence, that they might fupport nature by fuch unnatural yet only remaining means; of mothers 
devouring their children ; hu/bands and wives their companions, and children their paren ts ; of which cafes 
he was mollly an eye~witnefs> Abd-Allatif proceeds ; 

44 One matter we fhaU notice for its having been frequently before us : At Mifr, at Cairo, and in the 
u neighbouring towns, wherever we turned our fteps, the eye was perpetually difgufted with the afflitling 
44 feene of a corpfe, or an individual at the laH gafp, and oftentimes of numbers in this condition* At 
cr Cairo efpecisdly, the dead daily carried to the place of fepulchre were from one to five hundred* At 
11 Mifr the ravage of death was without bounds, and defied calculation ; the dead %vere not buried ; the 
u living contented themfelves with calling them without the walls : nay, towards the end, the furvivors 
4t wete too few to be able even to remove the corpfes which were feen lying in the fquares, in the paffages 
f( between the houfes and the /hops, and even on the floors in the boufes* And oftentimes by the fide 
4r of a body hanging in ft rips, were feen a cook, a butcher, and people of fimilar protbffions. 

4< Of the burghs and villages, all the inhabitants perifhed, except thofe who had been able to remove to 
u other parts* Scarcely, even from this ilatement can be excepted the capitals of provinces and the larger 
* e villages; for example Kous, AfchmouneVn, Mahalleh, and others of fimilar magnitude ; and in thefe even 
41 the number of furvivors was extremely fmalL Oftentimes a traveller patted through a confiderable 
4i village without finding a Angle perfon alive : the honfes he Caw all open, and in them only the corpfes 
4< of thofe by whom they had been inhabited ftretched on the floor oppofite to each other, fume in a Rate 
** of corruption, and others but newly dead; and frequently moveables abounded, with none to claim 
44 pofieffioii. 

**** « ffi e ra ad from Egypt to Syria, by the teflimony of numerous witneffes, refembled an immenfe 
44 field town with corpfes, or ralher a field through which the reaper bad patted ; it had become, as it 
were, a banqueting houfe for birds and beads, which preyed upon their ftc/h ; and the dogs, which 
if thefe emigrants had made the partn rs of their flight, w. re the iirft to devour their bodies* 

***' i People of free condition were fold* * * * A young girl might be purchafed for a few pieces of 
4t Giver* I myfelf was offered two maidens, not yet of the age of puberty, fora fingle piece of gold ; 
4C and on another occafton I faw two females, one of them yet a maid, whom the eryer ottered for fate far 
44 eleven pieces of Giver* One woman alfo came to me and propofed to fell me her own daughter, of 
44 feme beauty and fill a girl, fpr five pieces of filver* On my rep relenting that fuch traffic was ^contrary 
41 to law, 4 Take her then/ fhe exclaimed, 4 as a free gift/ *** 1 

* 7 * , ff Villages which before contained a population of ten thou find, now became fo many defats in 
Z ? hlch a feu ’ fegglmg beings might be found, and in which at others not one could be 

ieen. I he major part of the City Mifr was wholly depopulated : the honfes on the canal, the Greet of 
the ^ond 3 Maks, Haleb, and the neighbouring places were entirely depeopled, though previoufly there 
was not one <f thefe fuburbs but in ppmdadon might ve with cities* At Cairo, even the palaces, 

' q ? n f r& ° f Lhe CIt y>, a!ld i; its very heart, are moft of them ten and efs 

there is an hotel con- 
thefe four are tenanted 

- j r v 1 r t , , . - -- — once great city at the prefent time ufe 

no other w-, od for fuel for their kitchens and ovens than the timber of the roofs of licufe;, door- 
" putts, and lenccs. BookII. Chap. 2. Fage 360 to 374.— Eng. Trans. 
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The pofidon of the ifland Mozambico is detrimental to the vifion of the inhabitants j 
for, from the inftant the Cun fets till a rifrs the fucceeding morn they diflinguifh nothing, 
becoming as it were blind till the great eye of the world redlluminating the earth dif- 
perfes darknefs and reft ores them fight; what however is remarkable, this accident is 
peculiar to this ifland, for out of it the human fight is not fubjecl to this extraordinary 
eclipfe 

In the ifland Delgado, fertile and produfHve of almoft every thing, manna, formed of 
the dew from heaven, falls on certain trees, on which it is found in mafias in a con¬ 
gealed ftate, like but not equally hard as fugar^candy. 

The inhabitants lay up for their confumption a confiderable (lock of this article, 
and fell a (till greater quantity, as on their part they are unacquainted with any other 
medicine, ufing it as a purgative ; to their knowledge of its aperient property are we 
indebted for its introduction into the materia medica of Europe. 

With refpeft to the manner in which the cocoa nut is produced, authors feem to 
differ : fome imagine it the fruit of a tree which grows at the bottom of the ocean, 
which is only detached by the aftion of the water in great tempefts, and afterwards 
caft on different /horn by the waves. 

Others again efteem it to grow on a kind of palm-tree, of terreftrial and not fub- 
marine production, the branches of which extend wide, and preferve its fruit in fuch 
a perfect ftate as to make it the moft efteemed and ufeful upon earth, its flefti being 
favoury and the water of it fo delightful that our fined liquors fcarcely can enter into 
competition. 

When the cocoa has attained its full fize, it is large as a man's head, efpecially 'when 
eneompaffed in its external coat; a coat fimilar to our chefnuts in its pofidon, but of 
different texture. From the fibres of this outward coat, facking is made, fails, and cover¬ 
ings for houfes; beneath this coat is a texture of filaments of finer quality, of which 
linen is made, and cordage and cables for fhipping ; and under this is the fhell of the 
cocoa, of confiderable hardnefs, which is ufed for firing, and its finer parts for beads 
for rofaries and other works. 

After this fhell is taken off, the fruit appears, which differs from our Michaelmas 
peach only in colour, being of the fame fize, but extremely white, and of moil de¬ 
licious flavour. 

Within the hollow nut is a fweei liquor, as refrefhingly cool in its nature as the nut 
itfelf is heating. When it is wifhed to extract this water without breaking the nut, a 
hole is bored through the top of it, at one of three indents which prefent the fimilitude 
of a monkey’s countenance. Individuals, anxious for the preservation of the fhell, 
either as a curiofity, or for the ufe to which it is applicable, faw it through the middle, 
and make cups of it to drink out of. What is remarkable, this fruit continues per- 
fe£tly freih and good as long as the liquor within is retained j but when it lofes this, it 
becomes dry and good for nothing* 

* The former part of this ftatement is correct; within the torrid zone the twilight is fcarcely percep¬ 
tible, owing to the promptitude with which the fun palfes the few degrees requisite before the refraction 
of its rays ceafes, when dark night begins. This Angularity, to an individual coming from higher latitudes, 
where the twilight is always of longer duration, and of unremitted continuance during part of the year, 
never fails oi exciting notice within the tropics. The afTertion that the hidden furcelflon of dark nets to 
light is not experienced out of the ifland oFMozambico, is no other wife to be accounted for than by 
fuppofing the author meant to fay, inltead of tf ' out/* north of the ifland and without the tropics , efpecially 
as at iiofala he mull have obferved the fame appearances,— Eng, Trans* 
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CHAP. VIII. — Of the Mode of taking Elephants ; and an Account of a Banter who died 

upon one he had killed* 

THE number of elephants in this country is prodigious, fo much fo indeed that the 
inhabitants are obliged to purfue and make frequent hunting courfes after them, to 
prefer ve from their ravage the lands they fow with rice and millet, ill which lands 
thefe animals generally commit great wafts ; when, however, the chace is inadequate to 
the fuflicieot redu£lion of the elephants, fnares are made for them, after the fame 
manner as in different parts of the Continent is done for wolves ; when. a Caffre dif- 
covers that an elephant has fallen into his toils, he affembles his friends and relatives, 
that they may partake of the fport and confequent feaft. 

Had not the Caffres the inducement for purfuing the elephant, which arifes from 
the necefhty of protecting their property, they would yet have Jufficient in the be¬ 
nefit they derive from their capture, feeing its flefh ferves them for food, and its 
teeth are an objefr of confiderable traffic. Indeed with them the elephant is elleemed 
of great value; fo much, that one being obtained perfectly white, many princes of 
the furrounding country waged war for the poffeffion of the valuable animal ; but 
it was ultimately adjudged to the lord of the foil on which it was taken, as a ma¬ 
norial right. 

The Caffres, aware of the rifle incurred in hunting elephants, endeavour commonly 
to come upon them when they fleep, which they are enabled to do on account of 
their difeovering themfelves by their fnering fo loud as to be heard all over the country ; 
when, getting as near to them as they are able, they lance a javelin into their body 
this awakening them, occaftons, in proportion to their agitation, a lefs or greater effuiion 
of blood, and oftentimes their death; for they frequently fall upon the javelin, which 
in confequence is plunged deeper into their bodies. Many authors delcribe a different 
mode of taking this animal; according to thefe, the elephant after it has paffed three 
years old never lies down to fleep, but leans in taking repofe againfl a tree, the trunk 
of which at this time is cut near the root, and the tree in falling encumbers and kills 
the elephant. Were fuch the truth, ivory would be ftill dearer than it is, and far more 
rare ; for the danger of this mode of hunting would deter many who now purfue the 
animal in view of enriching themfelves with its fpoils. 

Two Caffres happening once to wound as many elephants but very llightly, were, 
on account of the fall of night, unable to follow the trace of them ; the next day they 
returned to the chace in hopes of finding them dead ; but their wounds not being con- 
frderable, they had traverfed a great diftance, and were tracked by their blood : the 
hunters at length difeovered them, one of thefe elephants had gone into a river, and 
with its trunk was throwing water over the other, this was lying on the bank, and in 
confequence the huntfmen concluded it was dead. Approaching now fomewhat nearer 
than was prudent, to the living one in the water, this elephant feized one of the two 
hunters with his trunk, and caft him with fuch violence on the body of the dead elephant 
as to deprive him of life, thus avenging the death of his comrade by that of the peribn 
by whom it was occafioned. 

Hiftory is full of fimilar anecdotes, which prove that this animal, though buried in 
matter, poffeffes reafon in a fuperior degree to any other upon earth. 

It is related, that at Goa, a capital city in the Indies, there was an elephant nick¬ 
named Perico (or the fot) on account of its predilection for wine. It was accuftomed 
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to halt before the door of the different taverns, and never quit its ftation until a quan¬ 
tity of wine was poured into its trunk; and if, which fometimes happened, any one 
out of joke gave it money, it carried it to the beft tavern, and readily diftinguifhed bad 
from good wine; fo that indeed thofe who frequented thefe wine houfes, were ufed 
always to afk for the elephants wine. 

The viceroy of the Indies, ia the year 1600, fent as a prefent to the king of Spain 
an elephant which readily comprehended whatever was faid to it in the Italian and Por- 
tuguefe languages; at lead it never refufed any thing required of it in either of thofe 
tongues ; it appeared fond of mufic, and would beat time to a tune with its trunk j 
and whenever its guide, detirous of teaching it any thing, fcolded this elephant or 
expreflfed dilfatisfaftion, one might perceive a fenfibility in it, and that it was affedted 
by the reproaches it received, and uneafy till its mailer feemed to be reconciled^ 


HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 

BOOK III- 

Of the islands off the coast of melinda ; the wars of the Portuguese 

WITH THE MOORS ; AND THEIR SUCCESSES, AS WELL IN FIGHTING WITH THESE, 

AS THE TURKS, WHO CAME TO THEIR ASSISTANCE. 

CHAP, I* — Of the IJlands off the Coqfi of Melinda: Pimb f Lame, Pafta ; their Re~ 
hellion againfl the Portuguefe^ and the Manner in which they were punijhed. 

AFTER having in the former books fpoken of the major part of that Ethiopia 
which begins at Cape Carrientes, and extends to Cape Delgado, (a fpace of more than 
three hundred leagues, all of which is comprifed within the jurifdiction of the Cap¬ 
taincy General of Mozarnbico), I (hall clofe the hiftory of the continent with an account 
of the countries and kingdoms extending from Cape Delgado to Egypt and the Red 
Sea, which form the limits of this Ethiopia ; and, refuming the thread of this hiftory, 
take a tour through the iflands of the eoaft of Melinda, and fpeak of the kings of 
this part of the world who are tributary to the Portuguefe. 

The captain of Mozambico, the matter of all this country, oftentimes purchafes 
dearly the honour of governing it, having to pretide over nations differing in manners 
no lets than in language. 

On the north is the exfen five kingdom of the Munimigi, compofed of pagans and 
favages, who pay tribute to their fovereign of confiderable amount, and proportioned 
to the revenue they derive from their gold mines in the kingdom of Gorage. 

Thefe people are univerfally forcerefs, and fo well comprehend the art and praftice 
of witchcraft that they are capable of flaying even the activity of fire, voluntarily throw¬ 
ing themfelves into the midft oF a burning pile without receiving ihe flighted: injury, 
and all the while converting with thofe round the pyre, thus clearly evincing the in- 
efficacy of the flames to continue them. 

This kingdom is environed by many others belonging to Prefter John, * denominated 
by his fubje£ts Azeque^ a Word commenfurate with Emperor. 

* The Emperor oFAbyflmia, it is well known, was long diftinguifhed by the title of Prefter John. The 
origin of this title has been varioufly given, and many ablurd opinions of its etymology have been pnblifhed. 
According to Bruce, it is derived from the common exclamation with which this monarch is availed on his 
appearing in public : licit 0 Jan*Hoi $ 0 king, render jaftice!—E ng. Trans. 

On 
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On leaving the territory of Gorage, proceeding towards the weft is the province o£ 
Coucbe, inhabited by pagan fubjefts of Prefter John* A gold mine difcovered in this 
country is fo rich, that when the fun fhines on it, open as it is to the day* the fplendor 
which it irradiates, dazzlesthe eye; it is even forbidden any one to approach it; and 
the gold hitherto brought from the country is obtained from other mines. The ore is 
fo rich, that two parts in three confift of pure gold, though this is of a quality fo infe¬ 
rior to the beft, as to be rated at only half its value* 

The kingdom on the weft, abounds not only in gold mines, but alfo in horfes, 
mules, and cotton cloths* The Prefter John receives annually a tribute from this king¬ 
dom, of three hundred head of cattle, and as many horfes, as well as three hundred 
ounces of gold, valued at thirty-lix franks (3 ofln) per ounce* 

Bordering on this kingdom, is that of Damuta, which extends as far as the equi¬ 
noctial line. It is inhabited by pagans, tributary to the Prefter John, This country 
is likewife very productive; but as it yields no iron, that metal is bought at its weight 
in gold, which is very common* Salt likewife is exceedingly rare, and very dear; 
being brought to this country from the kingdom of Dambia, and the province of Bul¬ 
garia, Oftentimes a fiave is purchafed for five or fix lumps of fait of four pounds weight. 

In the neighbourhood of Damuta is a province in which the women are fo much 
addicted to war and hunting, that they conftantly go armed* When contention fails 
in their neighbourhood, they purpofely excite quarrels among thcmfelves, that they 
may exercife their {kill and courage, and neither the one be impaired nor the other be 
relaxed by idlenefs. They are much more daring than the men of the country, and, 
that they may have no impediment to the proper exercife of the right arm, they are 
aecuftomed, while their daughters are young, to fear the breaft of that fide with a hot 
iron, and thus wither it and prevent its growth, 

Moft of thefe women are more occupied with warfare than the management of domeftic 
affairs, whence they rarely marry, and live as formerly did the Amazons of Scythia* 
Where by chance any enter the marriage ft ate and have children, they take charge of 
them no longer than till they are weaned, after which they fend them to their fathers 
to be bi ought up. But the chief of them imitate the example of their queen, who lives 
in a ftateof perpetual virginity, and is regarded as a deity by her fubjeds ; nay, even 
all the foyereigns, whofe territories are adjacent to hers, pride themfelves in living with 
heron friendly terms, and defend her againft any attacks. Indeed the power of this 
monarch is fuch as to make her another Queen of Sheba, whofe authority over her 
iubjects, as is related by the Patriarch Bennudes in his Book on the Prefter John, was 
without any limits, 

. The Patriarch relates that, off the coaft of China, iflands are found peopled with 
Amazons who mfferno men among them except at certain feafons, for the prefervation 
ot their race : if the fruit of the connection chance to be girls, they pYdferve them : if 
boys, the care of bringing them up devolves on their fathers, while they themfelves are 
employed in exercifmg their horfes, and in war*. 

the world EKs. Tsan 5 ** “ d " 1Dfertcd ,n the wort, declined to that part of 
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CHAP. II. — Of the Iflands off the Coajl of Melinda ; Pemba , Lame , Pat a j 

different Religions of the Inhabitants', the manner in which their Rebellion was 

punijhed by the Portuguefe. 

AS we have now afforded a defcription of the inland country, and chief kingdoms, 
ftretching from Ethiopia to Egypt, we muff now proceed to a detail of the maritime 
parts and iflands, in which we fhall begin with Cape Delgado, proceeding thence 
towards the Mouth of the Red Sea. 

Cape Delgado is fituate under the parallel of i o" S. the country thence to the line is 
called the coafl: of Melinda ; and is under the jtirifdidion of the captaincy of # Mombaza. 
Along this coaft are many iflands, peopled by Pagans, Moors, and Caffres. Some of 
thefe are large and fertile; for example: Quitoa, Monfia, Zanzibar, Mombaza, 
Pemba, Lamo, Pata > the others are of inferior fize and confequence. In each of thefe 
iflands the governor of Melinda maintains a fador, to whom the management of the 
traffic with them is intrufted j the articles of merchandize they yield are tortoife-fhell, am¬ 
ber, ivory, wax, millet, rice, and Haves. Of all thefe iflands however Pata is of mod 
value, as in that is manufactured a variety of fiik and cotton fluffs, of great beauty and 
in high requeft for the dreffes of the wealthy of the different neighbouring kingdoms. 
In this ifland alfo, very curious ftraw work is manufactured with great ingenuity and 
ikill. 

Each of the iflands has a moorilh king, and all are fubjed to the fovereign of Portugal, 
to whom they pay tribute through the governor of the coafl of Melinda. Thefe Moors 
are descendants of the Ilhmaelites of Happy Arabia, the colonifts from which part have 
prodigioufly increafed in the iflands. 

They Jive in great harmony, as far as regards civil matters; but the moment religion 
becomes a matter of difcuflion they divide into parties, each fupporting his peculiar te¬ 
nets, and preferring the fed to which he belongs } a misfortune incident to all faiths 
diftind from that of the Romifh Church, the only true religion. 

The Arabs follow the creed of the Perfians; that is to fay, the interpretation of the 
Mahommeddan law laid down by Ali, which is materially different from that fupported 
by the Turks who are fedaries of Omar ; each hence fuppoles the other in error. 
This fchifm is the origin of the animofity fubflfting between the grand Sooltaun of Perfia 
and the Great Turk, who are continually at war. 

From the difference of the tenets of the Perlians and Turks have originated many feds 
in various regions under the controul of the monarchs of either nation, oppofite the one 
to the other, a divifion which immediately fucceeded the death of Mahmoud, when, 
four of his neareft relatives, pretending to be dodors and infpired, publiflied as many 
expofitions of the law, which, differing from one another, occafioned as great a variety 
of feds. Ali was the firft author of the fed called Immemia , and his tenets were followed 
by the Perfians, Indians, and the Arabs, who dwell in the maritime parts of Happy 
Arabia ; from thefe laft fpring the Mons, who dwell on the coaft of Melinda. 

* The town of this name is fituate on a cognominal ifland at the mouth of & river which empties itfelf 
into the fea in about lat, 50' £$• The town on the ifland as large aad populous, and the Portuguefe ftill 
have a factory and dominion in it. It was taken and partially deflroyed by Francis Almeida in 1505* and 
afterwards abandoned. Some time after, the Portuguefe eonftruAed a citadel from which they were 
driven in the year i6jr ? but of which ihey again made thcmfelves maflcn in 1729, and have fmee con¬ 
tinued in pofhffion, Eng. T&Ans. 

vot. xvi. 5 a Abubekir 
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Abiibekir was the Second, who founded the fe£t denominated Melkia (or Royal) his 
followers the other Arabians, the Saracens, and part of the African Mahomeddans, 

Omar was the third ; he infrituted the feft termed Anephia: his difciples, other 
Africans, and the people of the defart of Zahara. 

Othman was the fourth, he eftablifhed the feft called Baanephia, or Xaphaya as it is 
more commonly termed, which feft alfo is followed by feme of thofe inhabiting the 
coaft of Melmda. Each following thefe different feels regards all diffentients as heretics ; 
hence quarrels are perpetual, except when the common mtereft renders it expedient 
for their feuds to ceafe, that they may unite in defence againft the Portuguefe, whom 
they deleft, and whofe yoke hangs heavy on their necks- They have in confequence 
oftentimes rebelled, and as often have they been made to repent their difloyaky and 
raflmefs, efpedally thofe who inhabit the ifland Pemba, an ifland eight leagues from 
the main oppofite to Mombaza, on which it depends- This ifland is ten leagues in 
length and highly fertile. It is watered by numerous rivers which contribute greatly 
to the nonriihment of its groves of oranges and lemons, fruits fo common in the ifland 
that any one may gather them at pleafure P But the comforts enjoyed here are dearly 
purchased by the frequency of maladies to which indeed (hangers are more liable than 
the natives, who become habituated to the climate, and efpedally the waters, to which 
the unheahhinds of the ifland is chiefly attributed, they being equally unwholefome and 
abundant. 


I he Portuguefe had firmly eftablifhed their dominion over thefe people, and held 
them in a ftate bordering on flavery, entering into their homes and taking what they 
pleafed, as ir it were their own ; while, far from objecting to fuch ufurpation, the Moors 
appeared to receive gratification from their taking or accepting their poultry, fheep* 
goats, or whatever they poffeffed. 1 

lired at length of fuch paffive obedience, and at the ufurpation of the Portuguefe 
over their perfons and property, then abufmg their authority on all occafions to°fuch 
extent that if any one chanced to fall, ftmck his toe againft a (tone, or even incurred 
an injury even flighler than this, he immediately laid the blame on the Moor before 
whofe dwelling the accident happened, and pretending a hurt, obliged him to give up 
all he had either to appeafe Ins refentment or to defray the charge of his cure. 

Conduit fo outrageous and unreafonable made the Moors determine to take up arms 
not only agamft the Portuguefe but alfo the king of the ifland, who, by a ftranee in- 
fatuation, whether reiulting from fear or weaknefs, winked at the behaviour of the 
Portuguefe. 

This popular infurreftion was fo fecretly planned and fo effectually profecuted that 
the I ortuguefe were all of them put to the fword, the vengeance of the Moors fnarintr 
neither woman nor child ; and had not their fovereign avoided their refentmint by 
flying with feme cf his confidents to Mombaza he would no doubt have been con- 
fcunurf with their oppress, and have (hared their fete. On reaching Mombaza and 

, f"’ Ma,lhe ” dc t M t" dez de Vafconcellos, who commanded on 

this coaff, eqmppeo an armament agamlt tile ifland, and re-eftablifhed the monarch on 

™iU, r °»d P “' U,hed f e Chi t S ^ feh as had tenco^cnonSv 

Smetl fram S°H T’ f *e examples he made even awhile 

deterred troiu lueh deeds. Alter compleating this entetprize, as glorious for the Por- 

Sff ZT aS . credl!zbk “ general, he returned to Mombaza; but the 
fton of the fovereign who embraced the chrillian faith, and his marriage with a Porto- 
guefe lady, occalioned other and more fatal rebellions. ® 


Oppofite 
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Qppofite to Melinda is a fmall ifland called Lamo, governed by three different kings 
tributary to Portugal. The Portuguefe, incapable of fupporting the infolence of the 
Moors of Ampaza, one of the towns of this ifland, who were bitter enemies of the 
Chriftians and guilty of all kinds of cruelty towards them, entirely deftroyed that 
capital, as will be related in the fucceeding chapter. 

The inveteracy of the Moors was not confined to this town, for the king of Lamo, 
who profeffed himfelf their friend, betrayed them and delivered up to the Turks Roch 
de Britto Falcon in the manner I Ihall explain. 

In the fame year the Turks difpatched from the Straits of Mecca (Babel mandel) a 
galley commanded by Meer Ali Bey, a Turkilh corfair, for the purpofeof pillaging and 
lacking Melinda. 

This pirate was fo fortunate that the fuccefs of his voyage even exceeded his expec¬ 
tations, for as foon as the Moors perceived his flag they immediately rofe in his favour 
againft the Portuguefe. 

At this period Roch de Britto was failing with the commander of Melinda for the 
Indies, and when he arrived at Lamo, was apprized of the expedition of the Turkilh 
commander whom he ftudied to avoid on account of the inequality of his force. The king 
of Lamo, a Moor fubjett to Portugal, allured Falcon ihat he might remain on his ifland in 
perfett fecurity, where he trufted the Turk would not venture to come to attack him, but 
if he did, promifed to defend him, as well as the fmall number of Chriftians with him, 
at the peril of his life. Roch de Britto, far from furpetting treachery, confided in the 
promifes of the Moor and remained on the ifland, whither the Turk, as foon as informed 
of his place of refuge, purfued him. The perfidious Moor, who had fecretly refolved on 
facri firing the Portuguefe, introduced their enemy into the ifland, where the Portuguefe 
being furprized, were made Haves. Captain Britto himfelf, fupported by a few, fcized 
a buckler and fword, and refolved on felling his life and liberty as dearly as poflibie; 
but the Turks overpowering the little band with numbers, moft of his party were killed, 
and himfelf dangeroufly wounded. The Turk, who fought to fave the life of this cap¬ 
tain, lefs from the value he had for fuch an illuftrious charatter than from the hope he 
had of obtaining a high ranfom, ordered great care to be taken of him, and caufed him 
tobefentto Conftantinople ; but the vexation Britto endured at feeing himfelf thus 
facrificed and overcome, combined with the number and badnefs of his wounds, caufed 
his death on the voyage, fo that the only fruit gathered by the corfair from his victory 
was a few Haves, and a booty valued at about a hundred and fifty thoufand crowns 
(■*^8,750.) 

CHAP. III. — Of the Revenge of the Portuguefe on the Traitors of the towns of Am- 

pa%a, Lamo, and Mombaza, the Inhabitants of which were put to the Sword, and 

their Houfes , after firji undergoing Pillage , burnt. 

THE lofs fuftained by the Portuguefe from the capture of the veffel of Roch de 
Britto, affetted them far lefs than his death, and that of his companions, for which they 
refolved on taking ample vengeance on the Moors; but they fuffered fome time to 
elapl'e without teftifving any fuch intention, that the Moors might be lulled into fecu¬ 
rity by the fancy _that they were afraid to attack them, or were inclined to pafs over their 
treachery. 

Don Duarte de Menefes, Viceroy of the Indies, who took this affair to heart more 
nearly than he feemed to do, caufed a fleet to be equipped, confifting of two galeons, 

5 a 2 three 
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three galleys, and twelve galiots, the command of which he entrufted to Martin Al- 
fonzo de Mello, with Simon de Britto de Cadre under him for lieutenant; and, on 
board thefe veflels fix hundred and fifty Portuguefe, no lefs animated with a defire of 
revenging their relatives and friends than with a third for glory. 

This armament failed from the port of Goa on the 9th January 1587, afeafon of the 
year bed fuiting a voyage to Africa from India, and, with a condantly favouring wind, 
reached Ampaza on the 28th of the fame month. The Portuguefe failed pad this town 
without halting, and proceeded.to Magadaxo, which they expected to take at the firft 
afiault, but which defended itfelf in a mod vigorous and fuccefsful manner, as like- 
wife did the Moorilh inhabitants of Brava, fo that the expedition was obliged to raife 
the fiege of both towns, and make for the Seven Uninhabited Iflands oppofite to the 
town of Ampaza. , 

This place, which is as drong from its natural pofition as by its fortifications and the 
number of its inhabitants, was befieged in form by the Portuguefe. They anchored 
before the town, the monarch of which was fo powerful as to be dreaded by his neigh¬ 
bours ; full of revenge and anxious for battle; the refidance they had to encounter 
ferving but the more to inflame their courage. 

Scarcely had the Portuguefe reached the Road before they landed part of their troops, 
who opened the trenches before the town, while the naval part of the armament at¬ 
tacked it from the fea with incredible fury. The inhabitants, furprized at feeing them- 
felves befieged, without knowing by whom, fent out a veffel to reconnoitre, and when 
on its return they had intimation that it was the Portuguefe, they began to dread their 
jud refentment. 

The king, after holding a council of war, publifhed an ordinance, enjoining every 
one under pain of death above fourteen years of age to take up arms for the defence 
of their country, their liberty, and his throne, flattering them with fuccours from the 
Turks, and confiding in what the kings his neighbours would furnifh, in cafe the fiege 
fhould be continued. Thefe hopes and neceffity ferved to infpirit the inhabitants to defend 
themfelves, which they did refolutely for the fpace of fome days : but the befieged feeing 
the Portuguefe availing themfelves of the low water to difembark other troops, and that 
no fuccours arrived, differed fear to get the better of hope, and gave way to tumult. 
The king, felicitous of ffopping the rifing iiifubordination, fpoke to them in the following 
terms, trading he might recal them to a fenfe cf duty. “ I have caufed you to be 
“ collected, my dear friends, to reprefent the danger you run in cafe you refufe a Iaft 
“ effort for your deliverance *, but as I know that you are more dearly attached to the 
tc honour of your country than the prefervation of your property or even your lives, I 
“ befeech you, by the love you bear me and my government, to employ that bravery 
“ whfiSh- is fo natural to you in the defence of a prince, who, by his own example, will 
“ ftew that he does not value his own life, when your property and lives are at ftake. 
“ Let us not therefore by a cowardly flight to the interior attempt to feek a fafety we 
“ fhould not find, but remember that the Caffres, who are more attached to the Portu- 
“ g uefe tfi an us, will feek with them to wreak vengeance on our heads. Let us, my 
“ dear fubjefts, ftiew that we can rely in confidence on ourfelves, though the kings my 
" n «ghbours do abandon me on this trying occafion ; let us make a law of neceflity 

which ihall ftand inftead of all abidance, and give new vigour to our courage. Be but 
“ faith 1 ful and , firm > and toould our refinance be attended with fuccefs, 1 promife you, 
“ ® n , the ^ ord and honour of a king, that henceforth I will be to all of you rather a 
“ father than a fovereign.’* 


This 
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This fpeech from the mouth of a king, who called on them for the exercife of a 
courage, which from what he forefaw was indifpenfable, had a powerful effect on his 
auditors, who fwore in the moft folemn manner to ufe all their exertions for the defence 
of the ftate. But as thefe people are as fuperftitious as they are difficult to govern, they 
facrificed a white flieep, perfuaded that the oppofite fide on which it ffiould fall on re¬ 
ceiving the mortal blow would be that would obtain the victory. The day being fixed 
for the ceremony, the people affembled in the fquare to which the flieep was led, when 
turning its head towards the ealt they placed on its head a compofition of rice and 
vinegar, with a garland of palms; the facrihcer then after certain invocations, to which 
the people made refponfes, ftruck it with a club on the head, the animal falling towards 
the Portuguefe, they confidered it an infallible prefage that they Ihould defeat them. 
The rumour of the favourable omen quickly fpread through the town which refounded 
with fliouts of joy, as all now flattered themfelves with obliging the Portuguefe to raife 
the fiege, and involve them in confufion and ruin. The people on this occafion re¬ 
newed their homage to the king, and touching his knee with their hand, as a laft pro- 
teflation of fidelity, raifed it on their head. 

While the Moors were employed in the ceremonies of offering facrifices to their gods, 
and in doing homage to their prince, the Portuguefe, availing themfelves of the low 
water, were difembarking, and had formed themfelves into three battalions. The firfl: 
was commanded by Simon de Britto de Caftres, the fecond by the captain general of 
Melinda, and the third by the general of the army. The two firfl: battalions marched 
direfl againft the Moors who had entrenched themfelves in the town, which was vigo- 
•'roufiy attacked, and defended with equal refolution; but the refiftance of the Moors 
provoking the Portuguefe to redoubled exertions, they forced the entrenchments, upon 
which che Moors retired into the town. With the Moors the Portuguefe entered pell mell, 
but here they met with fo violent a fire as arrefted them in the midfl of their progrefs j 
for, feparate from the Moors within the town, exceeding much in numbers thofe who 
had been oppofed to the Portuguefe at the trenches, the men who had been prefent at 
the facrifice feeing themfelves called upon by the prefence of the enemy, ruflied to 
arms, divided themfelves into fquads, and taking their ftatiohs in old Hone buildings, 
poured fuch a quick and well directed fire on the Portuguefe that many of them were 
killed. 

In the mean lime the general, at the head of his battalion, attacked the town from 
the land fide, and gained an eminence which commanded the place. This new attack, 
which was very warm, obliged the Moors to divide their forces and tty to the part menaced 
with greateft danger. Such indeed was the peril deemed that the grand ends, their 
chief pried:, and whofe prefence alone could reftore their fallen courage, ruflied to the 
fpot j but the death of their king fpread fuch general confternation among the befieged 
that they immediately gave way, and fought in vain, within the walls of their houfes, 
^ a fafety no where to be found. The Portuguefe followed them conftaritly with greater 
fury than ever, and found no obftacles to their progrefs. Men, women, and children 
were put to the fword, and fo blind in ffiort was the rage of the Europeans, that not 
even an animal efcaped deflrucHon ; thus avenging, as they faid, the death of their com¬ 
rades, and the treachery of the Moors towards their nation. 

The town being given up to pillage, it became the theatre of inhumanity which 
would difgrace the mofl bloody war. The molt vile indignities were laviflu ch on the 
dead body of the monarch ; his head was cut off, ftuck on the point of a lance, and 
afterwards, together with the town, was condemned to the flames. The conflagra- 
7 tion 


723 * SANTOS* HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA* 

tion was fo dreadful, that the whole place was reduced to allies as well as the fuburbs, 
where the Portuguefe felled more than eight thoufand palm trees, the beauty and prin¬ 
cipal wealth of the ifland ; thus did they utterly ruin this part of the country, defirous 
of leaving an eternal monument of their victory and revenge, and a frightful warning 
to thofe who fhould dare to /hew themfelves their enemies. 

After the ruin of this great town, the Portuguefe failed towards Lamo, which had 
revolted, and, not content with refufing the cuftomary tribute to the King of Portugal, 
had been guilty of the treafon before related towards Roch de Brito* The King of 
Lamo, confcious of his criminal conduct, and defirous of efcapingihe refentment of the 
Portuguefe, fought, to avoid by flight, a peril which he did not dare, however much a 
hero, to front. The Portuguefe commander, who was made acquainted with the fear 
and flight of this prince, whofe fpoil he was anxious to poffefs, upon this declared him 
an enemy to the crown of Portugal, and as fuch, confifcated all his property* The 
general afterwards entered the town at the head of his troops to feize upon the mod 
guilty, and having made a ftridl fcrutiny, condemned fuch as he difcovered to exem¬ 
plary puniihment* He now repaired to the coaft of Melinda, where the king awaited 
him with fuch anxiety, that as foon as the Portugufe fquadron had caft anchor he went 
on board, the commander receiving him with thofe expreffions of joy and refpedi which 
are conftantly fhewn to monarch s, even when in a date of warfare with them. 

The fame of the revenge taken by the Portuguefe fpread over all the country, and 
fo much aflonilhed and terrified the Moors, that every one refolved on courting their 
friendfhjp, feeing they were thus terrible, not only when really offended, but even when 
they fancied an injury. 

The commander, whofe conduct and valour had already filled the Moors with refpedt 
and dread of the Portuguefe name, failed from Melinda, where he left feme fick behind 
him, and fteered^ for Mombaza, whither the king of Melinda accompanied him, 
Reinforcing him with three of his own veflels. 

The Portuguefe availed themfelves of this opportunity, than which none appeared to 
them more fit for laying fiege to Mombaza, and landed for the purpofe in its neighbour¬ 
hood’ At fir ft they encountered a vigorous ref j fiance, but this lerved only to heighten 
their glory the more, it being inadequate to preventing their ultimate fuccefs, the king 
being at lafl obliged to fubmit to die king of Portugal, as previoufly had been the king 
of Ampuza, who, after his rebellion, became tributary to this foverdgn of Mombaza* 

The Moors, when they found refinance vain, offered a capitulation, which, as the 
Portuguefe on this occafion fought for conqueft and not revenge, was granted on 
condition of the vanquifhed paying forty thoufand crowns for theXxpenfe of the war 
and difmantling the town* 


CHAP. IV. — The Moors of Melinda requeji Succour of the Turks , in a meditated 

Rebellion againjt the Portugufe. 

d [ omi, } io11 ° f ,he Pottuguefe being odious and heavy in the eyes of the Moors 
of Mehnda, they deputed emifiaries to Mter Ali Bey, who commanded a Turkifc 
fquadron in the Red Sea, to rntreat affiftance; in confeouence he fitted out four galleys 
for that coaft, bemg rendered confident from the former expedition in which he cai)- 
turedRoch de Bntto and his veffel. Flattered with the hopes ot fimilar lucce/s and 
already counting on the profit and ptllage he fhould make, he concluded a kague with 

the 


SANTOS’ HrsTORV OF IAST£RN ETHIOPIA. 


729 

the Moors, thefe holding out to him a fair profpeft of defeating and utterly ruining 
the Portuguefe. The difficulty, however, which Meer Ali Bey had to contend with in 
finding timber fuited to the conftruttion of his galleys, caufing him a longer delay than 
he reckoned upon, the Portuguefe took advantage of it to render themfelves foie and 
abfolute m afters of Melinda, perfeftly fubduing the inhabitants and depriving them of 
all hopes of affiftance, . 

The imreaties of the deputies were fo urgent that Meer Ali Bey put to fea with the 
four galleys and the veffel he two years before had captured from the Portuguefe. He 
eoafted along the whole coaft of Melinda, as far as Mogadaxo, the Moorlfh population 
of which received him with open arms, and made him valuable prefents, in the view of 
engaging him to become their protestor, He afterwards touched at all the large and 
fmall towns of this coaft from which he drew various other prefects* fometimes gra- 
tuitoufly offered, but exa£ted where not voluntarily given; he then continued his 
voyage to Melinda, where arriving in the night he lowered his fails and came to an 
anchor, meaning to attack the place the next day, as he was aware that the King who 
commanded there was in the intereft of the Portuguefe. 

Matteo de Vafconcellos, governor of the coaft of Melinda, feeing himfelf befet both by 
fea and land, held confultation with the king, the refult of which was that they fliould de¬ 
fend themfelves to the laft extremity. They consequently mounted fome pieces of can¬ 
non on a fandy eminence commanding the road, the fire from which fo much diftrefifed 
the galleys of the Turks, as to induce them to withdraw towards Mombaza, where 
they determined on fortifying themfelves, with intention of driving the Portuguefe 
wholly from the coaft ; but Providence, who fuftained them, continued its protection 
on this occafion, for as foon as Vafconcellos faw himfelf attacked, he forwarded intel¬ 
ligence to Emanuel de Soufa Coutinho, governor of the Indies, that he might render 
him prompt affiftance, which he did. To the relief of Vafconcellos this governor dif- 
patched two galliafles, five galleys, fix galliots, and fix tranfports, on board of which 
were nine hundred foidiers, the fquadron being placed under the command of Thomas 
de Soufa Coutinho, who failed with it from Goa the beginning of January 1588, with 
a fair wind. The favouring weather enjoyed by the fquadron at its departure was not 
conftant through the voyage ; when out at fea fo dreadful a tempeft arofe as obliged 
the commander to fend back one of the galleys, which had fprung a leak, and the 
crew of which, to lighten the vefiel, had been forced to throw overboard much of 
her lading: two galliaffes, in addition, were left in the gulph to prevent the Turks 
from entering, and the remainder of the armament proceeded on its voyage at the 
mercy of the ftorra, and without the crew knowing whither they were borne. The 
tempeft lafted almoft the whole night through; but the wind falling as the dawn ap¬ 
proached, they diftinguilhed fires in the diftance towards that part of the coaft of 
Ethiopia which they imagined to be uninhabited, and making towards the fpot, they 
found them to be thofe of the fhips feparated by the ftorm ; on joining them they re¬ 
turned thanks to Providence, as, but for thefe fires, they would infallibly have been 
wrecked on the coaft. 

They now changed their courfe, bearing down for Melinda, and reached the port 
of Brama, the Moors of w'hicli were now friendly to the Portuguefe ; here they were 
informed of the paffage of the tour Turkifh galleys, and of their having forcibly exacted 
contributions of money from the town, afting rather as plunderers than as deliverers. 

The Portuguefe armament, after remaining two days in this port for the purpofe of 
receiving information refpefting the Turkifh fquadron, proceeded and call anchor op* 
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pofite to Ampaza*, a town whieh hatl been fo completely ruined, two years before, by 
Martin Alfonfo de Mello, that not one ltone was left upon another, but which the 
prince of Ampaza had already rebuilt. This fovereign was furprized as much as his 
predeceffor had been at the appearance of the Portuguefe, but taught by the example 
made of that predeceffor and his people, of the danger of refitting thefe Europeans, he 
chofe a wifer policy. 

Equally prudent and brave, this prince fent ambaffadors to the commanders of the Por¬ 
tuguefe fquadron, made tender of every thing he could have occafion for, and offered to 
join his forces if requifite : he moreover intimated that he might enter the town in perfect 
fecurity, for he had conftantly been as friendly difpofed towards the Portuguefe as he 
was inimical to the Turks, whom he had never fullered to enter his port but when it 
was out of his power to prevent them. If he had avoided the Portuguefe, he faid, 
upon the occafion of their ruining the town in 1586, at leaft he had not aflifted the 
monarch againft whom they fought, and whofe territories he now poffeffed, and con- 
fequently he had proved by his neutrality then, that he had not been their enemy; he 
moreover added, that they fliould ever find him, now and in time to come, a friend 
incapable of entertaining even a thought of treacheiy towards them. The commander 
made a fuirable reply to this courteous demeanor, and profeffed that the Portuguefe 
would feel themfelves honoured by his friendftiip. 

While the fquadron were taking in water at Lamo, the commander received news 
from Vafconcellos of the Turks under Meer Ali Bey being at Mombaza, where it 
would be eafy to fall upon them by furprize, as they were lulled in fancied fecurity. 
Vafconcellos’account of their unprepared condition to refill Coutinho, recommended 
an attack before the Turk Ihould have intelligence of his arrival. Coutinho followed 
this advice, prohibited any one from leaving the fhip, and immediately failed, reaching 
the town of Melinda by night, off which they anchored. Notwilhftanding the general 
prohibition againft leaving the Ihip, a number of Portuguefe noblemen, or Jidalgot , 
were permitted to land here, in order to pay their refpeds to the faithful fovereign of 
the place, and deliver to him a magnificent prefent from the governor of the Indies. 

Coutinho, learning that the king of Pemba and his fon, who had been driven from 
their kingdom by their mutinous fubjeds, were then at Melinda, and aware that unlefs 
the Portuguefe aflifted them they would have no chance of re-eftablilhment on their 
throne, took both on board his fquadron and engaged to reinftate them. Scarcely 
had they arrived before Mombaza, when the Turks, who had fortified themfelves there, 
teftified their readinefs to engage the Portuguefe by a falute of artillery. 

Thomas de Souza Coutinho, feeing their eagernefs for battle, iffued directions for 
entering the port and carrying the town. Matteo Mandes led the van, compofed of 
fmall veffels gallantly hung with ftreamers; the galliots and four galleys clofed the 
rear. In this order they proceeded to the found of drums and trumpets, accompanied 
by fhouts of joy and loud anticipations of vhftory, the proceflion refembling rather 
a triumphal entry than preparations for a bloody engagement. The flotilla wholly 
flighted the fire of the fort, the guns of which played without effea on the fliips 


.In recent map* the ifland Lamo is omitted, though Mombaza, Pemba, Zanzibar, and Month are Riven. 
IMS appears the more extraordinary, as it is marked in the two-theetmap of Africa, by Moll published the 

t ^f Ia ‘ tce,ltU p , *, I V* et * thel " outl1 ofone ° f rivers which';defcend from the ridge of moon- 
tains tenued The Spine of the World, or Lupara j and, from being divided, as is reprefeuted in this work, 
among ttarre kings , uiuft neceffarily be populous and fertile. The ifland is probably alluvional, as well 
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as they pafifed, and gave new venom, by their inutility towards retarding the progrefs 
of the Portuguefe, to the rage of Meer Ali Bey. When within gun-fhot, each 
veflel poured a well-direfted broadftde on the fort, the eonfequence of which 
was the death of the governor, under whom Meer Ali Bey a&ed as lieutenant-general. 
The death of this perfonage occafioned a general panic; and Ali Bey was one of the 
firft to abandon the fort and feek refuge in the town. The Portuguefe, taking advan¬ 
tage of the confufion, immediately attacked the fort; and fix fidalgoes, °on this 
occafion, gave fignal proofs of valour in feizing the flandards of the Turks and fub- 
ftituting the Portuguefe flag. Not content with the capture of the fort, perceiving that 
two galleys of the Turks had moved for protection under the batteries from the town, 
Matteo Mandes engaged them with fuch impetuofity and fuccefs, that he fpeedily cap¬ 
tured both. This victory, obtained with little trouble or effufion of blood, was highly 
advantageous, the prizes taken being loaded with merchandize and money. After putting 
in chains the Turks who were found on board, Mandes purfued the two other galleys, 
and the other veflel, of greater bulk and higher out of the water than the reft : thefe 
fur rendered without a conteft, and the crews were made flaves. 

After thefe two exploits, in which the Portuguefe deftroyed a hundred Turks, made 
eighty prifoners, and releafed from flavery all the Chriftians they found, the commander 
of the expedition ordered Don Francis Mafcarenhas to remove the cannon from the 
fort and bring it on board, which, with much difficulty, was efl'ecled. 

The Portuguefe, who, from being too humane, had been fo frequently deceived by 
thefe barbarians, refolved on plundering the town of Mombaza; but the king, aflured 
of the war terminating to his prejudice, fent a deputation to the commander entreating 
peace in the name of himfelf and people. The anfwer of the commander was favour¬ 
able ; fatisfied of its being advantageous to the fovereign whom he ferved, rather 
to obtain fecurity and eftablifh his rights by the fubmiffion of a rebel, than to purchafe 
obedience by the effufion of blood, he granted the requeft of the king and people, 
ftipulating as conditions, that he fhoutd in twenty-four hours deliver up all the Turks 
in the place, without which he would execute the orders of the king his mafter, and 
his own refolves. 

This anfwer gratified the king of Mombaza, as it allowed him an entire day to 
determine on what meafures he fhould take. In the interval he withdrew from the 
town, which was abandoned by every individual, and fecretly retired with Meer Ali 
Bey to the woods j fo that the Portuguefe, receiving no anfwer by the time ftipulated, 
and knowing nothing of their retreat, difembarked five hundred men, who, under the 
ftandard of the Crucifix and the Arms of Portugal, marched towards Mombaza, of 
which they made themfelves matters, finding no one to oppofe them. The town, 
after being given up to plunder, was fet on fire and reduced to afhes. 


CHAP. V. — Meer Alt Bey made Prif oner. 

WHILE "the Portuguefe were engaged with the Turks, certain Zimbas on the olher 
fide of the army beholding with pleafure the fuccefs of the Portuguefe, fent deputies 
to the general to plan meafures for their afting in concert with him, either by a 
diverfion or a union of forces with the army of Portugal, with the fovereign and 
fubjefls of which they wifhed to form a treaty of alliance. The propofal was “readily 
embraced, and the meafures planned were as fuccefsfully profecutcd ; for the Zimbas 
hunted the troops of Mombaza from their coverts in the foreft, while the Portuguefe 
vojl- x vii 5 b occupied 
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occupied the plain: the Moors made a flout refinance in certain defiles, in which they 
had entrenched themfelves; but the Zimbas, who fought occafion to fignalize them- 
ielves, were rendered by refifiance the more refolute and fanguinary, and ultimately 
drove them from the forefl into the open country, where they were either cut in 
pieces or made Haves. 

Meer Alt Bey in delpair threw himfelf into the fea, with a view of drowning him- 
felf, being unwilling to furvive his defeat; but a Alliance given in time preferved him 
from a defperate end, for a lot he regarded with lefs pleafure than even death itfelf: the 
Portuguefe made him prifoner, and carried him on board their veffel. The captain of 
the galleys of this prince, a Carife, and a fon and brother of the king of Quilife, who 
were with the king of Mombaza, fhared the fame fate. One of thefe was ranfomed, 
bur the other was beheaded for having taken part with the Turks againft the Portu¬ 
guefe. Thefe did not ufe reprifals towards Meer Ali Bey, by whom Roch de Britto 
was fo ill ufed when enflaved. 

This general, whole temper of mind was fuch as enabled him to accommodate 
himfelf eafily to circumflances, fainted the commander of the fquadron with great 
humility on going on board, and obferved to him at the fame time, in an open and 
frank manner, that as the accidents of fortune could neither add to nor diminifh from 
his natural qualifications and worth, he regarded the cafuahy which had befallen him, 
as one of thofe common occurrences of war which place the victor in the place of 
the vanquifhed j and as this was not the firft time he had been obliged to fubmit to a 
coaqueror, having once before been carried a prifoner into Spain, he had fome con- 
folation in having fallen rather into the hands of the Portuguele than the Zimbas, 
whofe brutality was extreme. 

The general gave him to underftand that the treatment he fhould receive, would not 
be regulated by that he had fhewn to Rcch de Britto; but on the contrary, that he 
fhould have no room to complain of his country, much lefs of himfelf, or any of his 
people. 

This vidory was followed by the news brought by the veffels before Mombaza, 
of that obtained by Thomas Coutinho over the Turks. So that the Portuguefe, anxious 
to depart, lent Matteo Mandes de Vafconcellos to reinflare the king of Pemba in his 
dominions, the fame who had proceeded in the fleet with them from Melinda. The 
Portuguefe by this fhewed, that if they dethroned thofe kings who dared to become 
their enemies, they knew how to proteft and re-eflablilh fuch as ceafed to befo. 

After the re-eftablifliment of this prince, the Portuguefe left the coaft of Pemba 
for that of Melinda, where they received thofe congratulations which are due to fuch 
as by their courage or condud render themfelves refpedable: what however mod 
furpnzed the inhabitants of Melinda was, to find among the Haves captured by the 
Portuguefe the general of the Turks himfelf: this circumftance gave origin to a favimr 
vhich has ever fince that time been current, that, « Os Portugaifes nao fe tome 
“ nimguem, porque tardfe o cedo lho hao da pagar*.” 

Meer Ali Bey being about to go on board the commodore’s galley, he was informed 
that he would there meet with the king of Melmda, and that, as it was his misfortune 
to be lubjed to a foreign yoke, it would be fit he fliotild fink fomewhat of his natural 
pnde on approaching a prince, before whom l'ubmiffivenefs would be moft becoming. 

I his general, no lefs fenfible than brave,, made anfwer, that the misfortune of being 
overcome was not with him a fubjed of defpairj and that having at all fimes fhewn 

• The Portuguefe take nothing from any one but what loon or late they pay again. 
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the greateft refpeft to crowned heads, he certainly lhould not fail In reverence towards 
the king of Melinda, to whom it was due, not only on account of his dignity, but for 
his perfona! merits, his valour, and the friendfliip by which he was united to the 
king of Portugal. Sentiments like thefe, which proceed from thofe noble minds alone 
that are unmoved by the events of war, the accidents of human life, made Ali Bey be 
regarded in fo refpectable a light among the Portuguefe, that many even envied his 
fate. Thus had this general the confolation, when in chains, to fill his enemies with 
equal awe as when arrayed in arms in the field. 

CHAP. VI.— The Portuguefe arrive at Lamo ; fetxe the Perf on of the King of that 

Town, and publicly behead him. 

THE arrival of the Portuguefe before Lamo, where they anchored, greatly embarrafled 
the fovereign, who regarded their prefence as a reproach for his treachery towards 
their nation. Apprehenfive of evil confequences, a council was held ; in this it was 
determined, that a complimentary deputation lhould be fent to the Portuguefe on 
occafion of their arrival in port, the minifters hoping that a mild demeanour would 
palfy their arras, and deaden their defire of vengeance. The king, to pay a higher 
compliment, refolved on being himfelf the metfenger. Advifed of the intended 
honour, the general received the king with all the refpeCt and confideration due to his 
rank, as well on his own part as on that of his men, who were fo inftru&ed: but 
when he lhould be inclined to depart, the men were inftrufted to follow his example 
in oppofing the departure of the king, or that of thofe with him. 

The orders of the commander were exactly obeyed. The Portuguefe now held 
a council, in which the treachery exercifed by the king of Lamo towards Roch de 
Britto was again canvafled ; and it was at length concluded, that the better to eftablilh 
the authority of their country, it would be wrong to fpare the blood of ail inimical 
and perfidious king. 

The prince, who flattered himfelf that his frank demeanour would caufe the Portu¬ 
guefe to forget, their refentinent, was much furprifed, when, on preparing to leave the 
galley, he received a treatment fo oppofite to that Ihewn him on his arrival; but the 
order for his arrefl was fo fecretly given, and fo well executed, that, in a few days thejr 
fentenced him to death, as the heavieft punifliment that could be inflicted on him, and 
one that would ftrike terror into the minds of other monarchs, and make them 
cautious of incurring the anger of the Portuguefe by any fimilar treafon. At the fame 
time to render this aflion as remarkable to future ages, as it had in any that had 
preceded this been uncommon, an ordonnance was publilhed by which all the lords fub- 
ject to Portugal and all the officers of the army were fummoned to be prefent pn occa- 
lion of the execution, under penalty in cafe of defe&ion of being declared rebels. This 
injunction was iffued by the Portuguefe Iefs for the purpofe of rendering honour to the 
condemned monarch, than- that his death might be looked upon as an example: in 
the ordonnance the time and place where the fcaffold would be erefted were particu¬ 
larized. This the general furrounded with two hundred armed men, and all the 
avenues to the place were lined with guards, left the Moors lhould attempt to refeue 
their king, and releafe him from punilhment. 

All things now being ready, the fentence of the king and his chief accomplices was 
read aloud, to whom alfo at the place of execution their condemnation was repealed, 
it was couched as follows : 

5B2 
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“ Sentence pronounced in the name of Don Emanuel the very mighty and formidable 
(t prince, lord, and king of Portugal, by Thomas de Souza Coutinho, general of the 
« army of the faid Don Emanuel, by and with the advice of a council of nobles and 
<e officers, who wish one common voice have condemned the king ofLamoto have 
“ his head fevered from his body, and all his property and dominions confifcated to the 
“ profit of the Crown of Portugal. We confirm this fentence, firft: becaufe the 
11 king is an ufurper, without any juft pretence to the kingdom of Lama; and 
« fecondly : becaufe of his violation of the rights of nations, and therein being guilty of 
<e treafon, inafmuch as he delivered up Britto and forty of his foldiers into the hands 
« of the Turks. Moreover, we declare that if any of the kings of this coaft fliall pre- 
« fume to carry off the body of the king of Lamo after his execution, they lhall be 
*<■ looked upon as rebels, and punilhed as fuch by the lofs of their thrones: and we will 
“ that this fentence become public, as well as the death of the treacherous prince againft 
« whom it is pronounced, that all pofterity knowing his perfidy may at the fame time fee 
“ the juftice of the mighty king of Portugal by whom this fentence is pronounced.” 

After the Iaft reading of theientence, the condemned monarch was feated in a chair on 
the fcaffold covered with carpeting, and in this pofition his head was cut off, as at the 
fame time were lhofe of the brother of the Quilife, one of his adherents, and of the 
two ambaffadors who had beenfent by the king to Aleer All Bey. Thefe Iaft perfons 
were all of them beheaded at the foot of the fcaffold, but the king alone fullered on the 
fcaffold. 

The Moors, however averfe, were conftrained to be witneffes of the execution of 
their king and his friends^ for they had neither means nor courage to attempt their re- 
leafe. Their entreaties were found vain, and even prefents and offers to ranfom them 
ineffectual; for the Portuguefe with reafon imagined that the advantage they Ihould ul¬ 
timately derive from fuch an example would render them more formidable than a more 
humane procedure could do. 

If this expedition coft fome their lives, it coft others confiderable fums of money ; 
for the kings who had opened their treafuries to the Turks were each of them taxed four 
rhoufand crowns towards the expenfes of the war. 

The vengeance of the Portuguefe extended even to one of the principal baftions of the 
port of Lamo; this was demolifhed on account of the refiftance at this part having been 
lefs than in other parts of the fortifications of the town. 

The prince of Sio, among the number of thofe who had failed of obeying the Por¬ 
tuguefe commander on his fummons to repair to Lamo, as well as the prince or Pata, was 
condemned to have his capital difmantled, and to pay a fine of three thoufand crowns. 

After the Portuguefe had punilhed all the defaulters among the princes, they propofed 
to fail for the illand of Mandra, to take in water. Now this illand is difficult of accefs, 
and thisjcircumftance had rendered its inhabitants fo infolent, that they held out againft 
the whole Portuguefe force, and refufed payment of the cuftomary tribute. The Moors, 
trufting that the Portuguefe were acquainted with the danger of this port, the entrance 
of which can only be attempted at moil imminent rifk, denied them water, and oppofed 
the landing of the foldiers who were coming on fliore to provide themfelves with articles 
of the Iaft neceffity ; telling them in a mocking ftrain, that they would not admit any 
thing foreign among them, and that, had they power to oppofe the common law of 
nature and prevent the obtrufton of the fun’s rays, even thele Ihould not be fuffered 
to penetrate into their houfes. 

1 he Portuguefe, not deterred by fuch a filly gafeonade, made them quickly fee that, 
if they were unable to refill the introduction of the beams of the great luminary of day, 

3 they 
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they were equally powerlefs to refift acknowledging the might of Portugal; and making 
for the ifland with repeated falvos of artillery, they ran the riik of the bar at the mouth, 
and reefs round the port, and filled thefe people fo thoroughly with dread and aftonifti- 
ment, that, forgetful of their firfl: refolves on defence, they abandoned their town and 
property to the Portuguefe, who after pillaging it fet it on fire, and deftroyed more 
than two thoufand palm-trees, which formed as well the ornament as the chief wealth of 
the ifland. 

After the deftrudion of Mandra, the general refolved on returning to Goa, a voyage 
which he effected in feven days. At the port of the ifland he met with Don Emanuel 
de Souza, who awaited him with impatience to efcort him in convoying the four galleys 
he had taken* 

- Thefe two generals, whofe ftrid union and friendfhip for each other, neither difiance 
nor their different duties had power to diminifli, were delighted on feeing each other, 
and lav ilk of their endearments and felicitations on the reciprocal fuccefles which had 
attended their arms. 

The governor of Goa, who had always looked upon the defeat and capture of Meer 
Ali Bey as an object of main importance to the crown of Portugal, attributed the whole 
glory of this adion to Thomas de Souza Coutinho, and was anxious to fee the Turkilh 
commander who had given him fuch trouble. On the prefentation of Meer Ali Bey to 
the governor, he would have thrown himfelf at his feet j but the Portuguefe general rofe 
to receive him, and prevented fuch an humiliation, inquiring if any thing was wanting in 
the treatment he received to render his captivity more comfortable, Meer Ali Bey, who 
pofieffed a fund offenfe, made a fuitable reply in a noble and yet fubmiflive manner, 
expreflive of his fatisfadion at having to do with conquerors fo humane as were the 
Portuguefe, It is true, anfwered Souza de Coutinho, war expofes us all to fuch 
misfortunes, and the mod experienced officers have oftentimes to endure the uncivil 
humours of an arrogant conqueror : I fpeak on this fubjed from experience of ufages 
which I myfelf fuftained while a flave in Malabar, the bare remembrance of which > 
is painful. I was not only loaded with irons, but was fubjed to every fpecies of 
indignity : ft ill heaven, the protestor of the warrior, at length withdrew me from 
his hands, and the munificence of my forereign has placed me in a poft fuffici- 
ently honourable to make me forget my misfortunes. 

This little hiftory of viciffitudes happily germinated, Meer Ali Bey did not need, to 
fuppott him under adverfity ; at the fame time, it gave him room to hope that he 
might experience as happy a deliverance from captivity as others had done before. But 
the Portuguefe commander, embarking for Lifbon, carried Ali Bey with him: fcarcely 
however had this Turkifli general landed in that city, before he renounced the errors of 
the Mahomeddan religion, to embrace the faith of the crucified Jefus, and thus obtained 
with liberty the means of falvarion* 

-CHAP, VII.— Of an inhabitant of the kingdom of Bengal^ who lived three hundred and 
eighty years at the Inter ceffion of Saint Francis d'AJJtfe , 

* EVEN were I not bound by that obligation which every faithful rranflator fhould 
regard, of copying with exaditude his original, I frankly confefs, I fliould yet have 
chofen for the conclufion of my work, the relation of this miracle, effeded by Saint 

# Here Father Charpy fpeaks*—The French Translator, 

Francis 
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Francis d’Affife; and doubtlefs my author, whofe objefit In this publication was to 
give a difplav to all Europe, of the valour and piety of the 1 ortuguefe, conceived 
that in no better manner he could terminate his book, than with the account of tms 
miracle, operated by the Almighty, through this Saint, in the mftance of an inhabitant 

of the kingdom of Bengal. . , ^ , r . . 

Don Alfonzo de Caftro, viceroy of India, anxious to know the truth of the accounts 
he had heard of the extraordinarily prolonged life of the individual in question, him- 
felf caufed diligent inquiry to be made, and entreated the bifhop of Cochin, on his 
part, to fecund him by other refearches. This prelate accordingly made minute mqui- 
fttion into the merits of the tale by means of his officers, and found its truth perfectly 

confirmed. . , , , _ , . „ ^ . r 

This man lived three hundred and eighty years ; had been fuDjeft to nineteen luc- 

ceffive fovereigns ; had been married eight times ; and after the death of his laft wife 
had during forty-fix years been a widower : at the end of this term on taking a ninth 
wife, the %oung woman bore him children, as alfo had done each of his preceding 
wives. This natural prodigy, extraordinary as it may appear in an age remote from 
that of the patriarchs, is rendered (fill mere fo from the circumftance of this man, 
throughout his long life, never having been fiibje# to any malady i'ufficiently ferious 
to require bleeding; from his never having been liable to the tooth ache, nor to 
pain on fhedding his teeth, or on their growing again, though this had thrice happened : 
moreover, it is affirmed that his complexion was as ruddy as that of a man but forty 
years old, and that no wrinkles denoted his extreme age. 

Nature had not only laboured to preferve a vigorous conftitution in this wonderful 
man, file had equally exerted herfelf in the prefervation of his intellectual faculties, 
his reafon, and memory; he readily anfvvered whatever was queflioned, and the moll 
remote things, things which from lapfe of time are loft on marble and brafs, lived in 
his remembrance as faithfully as they are traced on the page of the hiftorian. 

Thofe anxious to unravel the caufe of a miracle fo unprecedented in latter ages, were 
very much divided in opinion: fome attributed it to the climate, fome to a fingufar 
effort of nature; but if the good man himfelf had not developed the myftery, no one 
would have imagined it a pure effeft of grace. He related that on a certain day, 
while tending his flock on the banks of the Ganges, a traveller prefented himfelf be¬ 
fore him, apparently weary with the tedioufnefs of the way, and his ftrength exhaufted 
by the lofs of blood he had experienced from wounds in his fides, hands, arid feet. 
Thofe who had thus treated him, had moreover ftripped hint of his garments and 
covered him merely with an old grey drefs, faftened round him by means of a cord. 
-The condition of the poor man allotted him fo ftrongly that, on his entreaty to carry 
him over the river, he took him on his flioulders, and rendered him this trivial fervice j 
in return he received front him certain grains, which he enjoined him to preferve, 
and promifed him length of years. 

But while addreffmg the ftranger for the purpofe of learning the manner in which he 
was to employ the grains fo as to try their efficacy, the traveller fuddenly va- 
nifhed. The aftonifhmem occafioned by his difappearing thus, ftamped fo lively a 
recollection on the mind of the peafant, of the appearance of this man, whom he never 
after faw, that on entering one day a church in Bengal he recognized in a picture 
of Saint Francis d’Affife, which was fufpended over the altar, the very individual whom 
he had feenon the banks of the Ganges; and, uttering a loud exclamation—“ There,” 
faid he, “ is the man who protnifed me length of years !” Now, that this procraftinated 
life was owing to the interceffion of this faint, is rendered highly probable, as well from 

his 
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his preferving till his death the fame appearance, the fame health, and vigour, as he 
enjoyed at the inftant the faint vanilhed from his fight, as from the refult of the in¬ 
quiries of the bifhop and governor of the place. This relation is likewife further au¬ 
thenticated by Nunha de Cunha, viceroy of this country at the time the fortifications 
of Dio were enlarged in 1529. 

I have read in the works of Peter de Natalibus, that Saint Severus lived the fpace of 
three hundred and feventy-three years, being ele£ted bifhop of Tongres when two hun¬ 
dred and ninety-feven years of age, and filling four bilhoprics during a fucceffion of 
feventy-fix years. Cardinal Baronius mentions the circumflance as an extraordinary 
exercife of grace. Nicolas de Cemit moreover teftifies, that a man among the Bramins 
was known to have lived three centuries. 

Were Chriftians to folicit fimilar length oF days, it onght to be only to have leifure 
for repentance ; as, however, God grants fuch long life only that man may the better 
prepare for the happinefs of eternal life, let us fo fpend the fhorter allotment afforded 
us, that we may hope to meet in heaven with that ultimate reward which is the en<T 
of our toils, and the limit of all our hope. 
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A VOYAGE 

TO 

MADAGASCAR AND THE EAST INDIES. 

By Tub ABBE ROCHON, 

Member of the Academies of Sciences of Paris and Peterfburgh, Aftronomer of the Marine, Keeper of 
the King's Philofophical Cabinet, Infpe&or of Machines, Money, &c. 

Tranflated from the French,* 


DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLAND* 

* I V HE ifland of Madagafcar has excited the avaricious defires of the Europeans, ever 
fince it had the misfortune to be tolerably k^iojvn. Its extent, together with the 
richnefs of its foil and productions, feemed to offer to the people who fhould make 
a conquefl of it, commercial advantages which they would not, certainly, have fuf- 
fered themfelves to neglefh Luckily however, the unwholefomenefs of the climate 
has hitherto faved it from the yoke of thofe civilized nations, who affume the bar¬ 
barous and unjuft right of fubjeding to their authority thofe tribes whom they call 
favagess merely becaufe they are unacquainted with the manners and cuftoms of 
Europe* 

There is not one of thefe civilized nations that can boaft of having facrificed even 
a few of the mod trifling interefts of commerce, to the facred principles of the law of 
nature. All of them have been unjuft and barbarous : all of them have carried the 
fword, fire, and difeafe into every place to which’they were attraded by the hopes of 
gain. Ought they to forget that the foil upon which thefe favages live belongs to 
them, as much as that upon which we live belongs to us ? 

The Europeans would have acquired more folid and lading advantages, had they 
endeavoured to introduce mduftrv and the arts into thofe countries which are deftitute 
of them. Thefe prefents would not have been unproductive \ and commerce would 
have foon experienced how much preferable that mild and humane method is, to the 
unjuft and cruel means which they employed to fubdue the unfortunate inhabitants of 
all thofe countries which held forth to them any new objedls of wealth. 

The ifland of Madagafcar was difeovered in 1506, by Lawrence Almeyda \ but the 
Perfians and Arabs knew it from time immemorial, under the name of Sarandib* 

Alphonfo Albuquerque commiffioned Ruy Pereira dy Conthintho to explore the 
interior part of it, and ordered Triftan d'Acunha to fail round it, and mark the bear¬ 
ings of its principal capes and head lands. 

This ifland is divided into twenty-eight provinces, which are, MampanU the 

valley of Amboule , Vobitzan , Waiie-Manahcre , Tcondre , Etomampo y Adchim&uffy, Ereng- 
dranes^ Vohifz-Angbombes, Manacarongha? „ Mantatane, Antaveres f Ghakmbouk^ Tama - 
t&ve, Sabavebt Voulm-tpuhu , Andafoutchy , Manghabey, Adtimouuhy , Mdndrarey, 
Ampalre-t Car embank 7 Mabafalley , Houlottvey^ Sivah > Ykmndrhou^ and Mach icons* 


• London 1792, 8to. 
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When the Portuguefe difcovered Madagafcar, they wiflied to give it the name of 
the ifland of St. Lawrence. In the reign of Henry IV. the French named it Ik Dau- 
•phine : but though its real name is Mudecajfe, it is generally known under that of 
Madagafcar. 

This large ifland, according to feveral learned geographers, is the Cerne of Pliny and 
the Mirmtbiafde of Ptolemy. 

It extends almolt N. N. E. and S. S. W. and lies between the twelfth and twenty-fixth 
degrees of fouthern latitude. 

We may reckon that the fuperficies of this ifland, fo celebrated For the fertility of its 
foil, and the variety of its productions, contains two hundred millions of acres of ex¬ 
cellent land. It is watered on all tides by ftreams and large rivers ; and above all by 
a great number of fmall rivulets, which have their fources at the bottom of that long 
chain of mountains which feparates the eaftern from the weftern coaft. The two higheft 
mountains in the ifland are Vigagora in the north, and Botiftmer.e in the fouth. 

Thefe mountains contain in their bowels abundance of follils and valuable minerals. 
The traveller who, in the purfuit of knowledge, traverfes for the firffc time wild and 
mountainous countries, interfered ridges and valleys, where nature, abandoned to 
its own fertility, prefents the mod Angular and varied productions, cannot help being 
often ftruclc with terror and furprife on viewing thofe awful precipices, the fuin rails of 
which are covered with trees, as ancient, perhaps, as the world. His aftonifhment is 
increafed when he hears the noife of immenfe cafcades, which'are fo inacceflible that it 
is impofilble for him to approach them. But thefe feenes, truly pi&urefque, are always 
fucceeded by rural views, delightful hills, and plains where vegetation is never inter¬ 
rupted by the feverity and viciflitude of the feafons. The eye with pleafure beholds 
thofe extenfive favannas which afford nourilhment to numerous herds of cattle, and 
flocks of fheep. Fields of rice and potatoes prefen t, alfo, a new and highly interefling 
lpeclacle. One fees agriculture flourifhmg, while nature alone defrays alrooft all the 
expences : the fortunate inhabitants of Madagafcar never moiften the earth with their 
fweat; they turn it up flightly with a pick-axe; and this labour alone is fufEcient. 
They make fmall holes in rhe ground at a little diftance from each other, and throw 
into them a few grains of rice, over which they fpread a little mould with their feet. 
What proves the great fertility of the foil is, that a field fown in this manner produces 
an hundred fold. 

The forefts contain a prodigious variety of moft beautiful trees, fuch as palms of 
every kind, ebony, wood for dying, bamboos of an enormous fixe, and orange and 
lemon trees. 

Timber fit for mails, and for conftrafting Ihips, is no lefs common than that em¬ 
ployed by carpenters and cabinet-makers. Flacourt fays, that he fent to France, in 
1650, fifty-two thoufand weight of aloe wood of an excellent quality. Phyficians call 
this wood agallocbum, and the Portuguefe eaglewood. 

Thefe numerous trees and Ihrubs are furrounded by a multitude of parafite plants 
and vines. In thefe forefts may be found agaric and mulhrooms, the colours of which 
are lively and agreeable, and which have an exquifite favour. The Malegaches call 
them holat 3 and know very well how to diftinguifli thofe which are not prejudicial to 
the health. Ufeful gums and refins are alfo collected here: the milky juice which the 
iflanders draw from trees, called in their language fingiiiere* 3 produces, when it 
coagulates, that lingular fubftance known to naturalifts by the name of elaftic gum. 

* Jatrophatlajl'm. Lins. T. 
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The elafticity oF tills refinous gum has been lately employed in various arts; furgery 
has even derived fome benefit from it, as it ferves to make excellent bandages ; but it 
is evident, that this valuable Aibftance may be ufed with advantage for many other 
purpofes. \ 

All the forefts ofMadagafcar abound with plants unknown to botamfts, fome of 
which are aromatic and medicinal, and others fit for dying. 

Flax, a kind of hemp, which, in length and ftrength, furpaffes that of Europe, the 
fugar-cane, wax, different kinds of honey, tobacco, indigo, black pepper, gum lac, 
amber, ambergreafe, feveral filky and cottony fubfiances, would long ago have been 
objects of commerce, which Madagafcar might have furniOied in profufion, had the 
Europeans, fmee they frequented the iiland, endeavoured to diffufe among the iflanders 
that knowledge which is neceffary for preparing and rendering valuable the articles 
above mentioned. The moil indefatigable botanift, in the courfe of a long life, would 
fcarcely make himfelf even llightly acquainted with the natural hiitory of all the vege¬ 
table productions that grow in this ifland, the extent of which, in latitude, compre¬ 
hends feveral climates. 

Every refearch, which tends to give us a knowledge of the productions of Mada¬ 
gafcar, will be no lefs ufeful to commerce than to the improvement of arts and ma¬ 
nufactures. 

There are, doubtlefs, few countries in the world where navigators can find, in greater 
abundance, and at lefs expence, refrefhments of every kind. 

It was in the great bay of Antongil, that M. Mahe de la Bourdonnais, with as 
much Ikill as expedition, found means to repair the Ioffes and misfortunes which 
his fquadron had fultained j without the refources which he procured here, that 
able fearnan would have, perhaps, not been in a condition to put to fea; and might, 
consequently, have failed of that great fuccefs in India which has given a luftre to 
his memory. 

_ The long ftay which M. de la Bourdonnais made in the bay of Antongil, to repair 
his fluttered vcffels, filled him with regret during his whole life, that he had not ac¬ 
quired more knowledge of the productions of Madagafcar while he was governor of the 
files ofTranee and Bourbon. This celebrated man was fully fenfible of the utility 
of which that large iiland might be to the colony over which he had prefided. 

Timber for building houfes and conftru&ing fhips, pitch and tar, whale oil, falt-fifh 
of all kinds, indigo, tobacco, manufactured hemp and flax, with cotton and different 
kinds of filk, appeared to him very important objects of commerce. He admired with 
what dexterity the women of Madagafcar weave thofe beautiful pieces of fluff, which 
ferve them for clothing ; fome of them are made of the filaments of the leaves of a 
plant called raven, others more highly valued by the natives, but in lefs requeft among 
the Europeans, are manufactured of cotton and filk. 

M. de la Bourdonnais was no lefs ftruck on feeing the induftry with which thefe 
people forge and melt iron and other metals; but he fet more value on their manner 
ot twitting fmall cables, which are employed in fifhing for whales, and in mooring 
their piroguas. b 

He hoped that the natural ingenuity of thefe iflanders, and their tafte for the me¬ 
chanical arts would render it a matter of little difficulty to introduce into Madagafcar 
feveral branches oi commerce, ufeful both to Europe and the French colonies in. the 
fcofBoirton and France. He propofed therefore to engage the directors of the 
Ealt India Company to ere& there manufactories of fail-cloth, forges, founderies and 
rope-wa as. The population of Madagafcar is fuflieiently extenfive to give us reafon 
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to exp eft fuccefs from fuch eftablifhments : befides, in that country, labour and raw 
materials are exceedingly cheap. 

No dread was to be apprehended that M. de la Bourdonnais would lead the directors 
of the company into great expence for warehoufes and buildings. On the contrary, he 
wilhed they might have the prudence to imitate the fimplicky and economy obferved 
by the JVIelegaches, in the conftru&ion of their houfcs. Nothing, indeed, would be 
more ruinous than to raife in this wild country edifices like thofe ufed by us for carry¬ 
ing on manufactories of that kind. It is too common in Europe to fee ufeful eftablifh- 
ments languini, and, fometimes, even occafion bankruptcy to thofo who fet them on 
foot, becaufe they have been fo imprudent as to launch out into an extravagance of 
building, which is ahnoft always of no utility to the principal objeCt of their plan. 

The induftry of thefe people cannot, certainly, in any manner, be compared to that 
of the Europeans. It is impoflible to calculate exactly the immenfe Iofs of time which 
is occasioned to them, by the coarfenefs of their tools, and the imperfection of their 
arts, i he favage does not know, as we do, the advantages of dividing labour, which 
procures to each individual the greateft poffible degree of dexterity, and, befides, faves 
time, which artifans always lofe in leaving one kind of work to undertake another. 
When one, however, has been awitnefs to the laborious care of the favages, and to 
the patience which they employ in order to fucceed in the moft common arts, one can¬ 
not help honouring them with that grateful applaufe which is due to thofe, who, among 
us, exert themfelves in bringing manufactures and the arts to perfection. Nothing is 
neceflary but feme new inventions to change the induftry of a great nation. The 1 "in¬ 
vention of the ftocking-loom, and the more recent difcovery of lpinning cotton by 
machinery, have operated a great revolution in thefe two branches of manufacture. 
Neither knitting nor fpinning by the hand can ever in future come in competition with 
work executed by machines. 

The natives of Madagafcar are called Malegaches or Madecajfss . They are portly in 
their perfons, and rife above the middle ftature. The colour of their Ikin is different; 
among one tribe it is of a deep black, and among another tawny ; fome have a copper- 
coloured tint; but the colour of the greater part is olive. 

All thofe who are black have woolly hair, like the negroes on the coafc of Africa. 
Thofe who are of a complexion fimilar to that of the Indians, and Mulattoes, have 
as lank hair as the Europeans. Their nofe is not flat; they have a broad open fore¬ 
head ; their lips are thin ; and their features are regular and agreeable. Theie people 
generally difplay in their countenance a peculiar character of franknefs and good-na¬ 
ture. They never ftiew any defire of learning but things which relate to the fimpleft: 
wants of mankind j and this defire is always extremely moderate: they are very in¬ 
different refpeCting knowledge which cannot be obtained without reflection. A natural 
want of care, and a general apathy renders every thing infupportable to them that re¬ 
quires attention. Sober, light and aCtive, they fpend the greater part of their lives in 
ileeping, and in amufing themfelves. 

The Malegache, like the favage, is deftitute both of virtue and vice. To him the 
prefent is every thing ; he is fufceptible of no kind of forefight; and he does not even 
conceive that there are men on the earth who give themfelves uncafinefs relpeCtlng 
futurity. 

The Malegache, as well as the favage, is abfolute mafter of himfelf; his freedom 
is confined by no check or reftraint} he goes wherever he thinks proper, acts is i e 
choofes, 2nd does what he pleafes, except vvhut may hurt a fellow-creature, if 1. vet 
entered the mind of a Malegache to attempt to domineer over the thoughts or aCnoi.s 
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of any one; each individual has his own peculiar manner of living; and his neigh¬ 
bour never difturbs him, nor even thinks of attempting it. In this refpeft thefe 
ifianders are much wifer than the Europeans, who have the cruel madnefs to wilh that 
all the people of rhe earth would conform to their cuftoms, opinions, and even 
prejudices. 

Are favages then fo much to be pitted ? Do we find many of them difcontented with 
their condition ? Does it become us to defpife the ftate of nature ? Are we not fur- 
rounded by men, who, tired of exi Hence, deteft it, and feek to deprive themfelves 
of it ? 

The favage confines his wants and defires to the procuring of what is abfolutely 
neceffary for his fubfiftence. He enjoys in peace the gifts of nature, and endures with 
filence thofe evils which are infeparable from humanity. 

The conduct of man in a ftate of civilization is not fo reafonable. Tdlenefs and 
opulence hurry him on to thofe vain, and falfe enjoyments which, in the end, bring 
upon him new infirmities j while unreftrained paflions, and a tafte for the molt frivo¬ 
lous things, make him continually deviate from the path that leads to happinefs. He 
who feeks it never finds it. Happinefs exifts, and can exift only in ourfelves, and in 
the good ufe which we make of our reafon. 

Were the favages as unhappy as we fuppofe, becaufe they are not acquainted with 
or defpife all thofe fuperfluities upon which we fet fo much value, why do they re- 
fufe to adopt our manners, our cuftoms, and our laws ? 

“ Vander Stel, governor of the Cape of Good Hope, having procured a Hottentot 
* l child, eaufed him to be educated according to the manners and cuftoms of Eu- 
tc rope. Fine clothes were given to him; he was taught feveral languages ; and his 
“ progrefs fully correfponded with the care taken of his education. Vander Stel, 
“ entertaining great hopes of his talents, fent him to India under the protection of a 
commiffary general, who employed him with advantage in the company’s affairs. 
“ After the death of the commiffary, this Hottentot returned to the Cape. A few 
“ <|ays after, while on a vifit to fome Hottentots, his relations, he formed a refolu- 
“ tion of pulling off his European drefs, in order to clothe himfelf with a fheep’s 
/kin. Fie then repaired to Vander SteJ, in this new attire, carrying a bundle con- 
£< taining his old clothes, and, prefenting them to the governor, addreffed him as 
et follows : ‘ Be fo kind, fir, as to obferve, that I for ever renounce thefe clothes ; I 
“ am"determined to live and to die in the religion, manners, and cuftoms of my ancef- 
“ tors - only favour I have to beg of you is, that you will fuffer me to keep the 

“ necklace and cutlafs vvhich I now wear.’—Flaving delivered this fpeech, he imme¬ 
diately betook himfelf to flight, without waiting for the governor’s anfwer, and was 
“ never afterwards feen at the Cape*.” 

Such examples are not uncommon: I could mention feveral of the fame kind among; 
tile Madecaffes. 6 

The inhabitants of Madagafcar are divided into a great number of tribes. It is 
Juppoled that the population of this ifland may amount to four millions. This evalua¬ 
tion, however, is by far too great; and it is impoffible to afeertain the truth on this 
point, m the prefent ftate of the ifland, which is divided into a great number of fo- 
cietKS, all diftmft one from the other: each fociety inhabits that canton which it finds 
“ c 'ff nien , t ’ “ ld £° V T 1S hMi adding to its own ufages. A tribe is com- 
poled of feveral villages, who have all a particular chief. This chief is ibmetimes 
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ele&ed, but for the moft partfucceedsby hereditary right. The lands are not divided : 
they belong to thofe who take the trouble to till them. Thefe iflanders are not ac¬ 
quainted either with locks pr bolts, and live in a very frugal manner. Hunger regulates 
their hours of repafL It is, however, common to fee them dine at ten in the morn¬ 
ing, anti fup at four in the afternoon. Their food confifts of very white rice, ex¬ 
ceedingly light, and well boiled, which they befprinkle with a fucculent kind of fonp, 
made from fiffi or Hefts, and feaforted With pimento, ginger, faffron, and a few aromatic 
herbs. This Ample dith is ferved up in the leaves of the raven, which are ufcd for 
plates, dilhes, and fpoons. Thefe veffels are always clean, and are renewed at each 
repafl. 

The Malegaches have two methods only of preparing their food. They either boil 
it in earthen veffels of an excellent quality, which they manufacture with great inge¬ 
nuity, . and which they call j bandies, or they broil it upon the coals. 

They catch with much dexterity a great number of birds unknown in Europe, which 
are as much fought after by naturalifts, on account of the beauty of their plumage, as 
they are efteemed by travellers, on account of their exquifite talle. 

The pheafant, the partridge, the quail, the pintado or guinea fowl, the wild duck, 
teals of five or fix different kinds, the black paroquet, the fpoon-bill, the turtle dove, 
the black-bird, the green wood-pigeon, pigeons and paroquets of various colours, to¬ 
gether with a kind of bat of a monftrous fize, afford excellent and delicate nourilhment 
to the Europeans. It was not without a confiderable degree of reluftance, that I firfl: 
ate the bats of Madagafcar, dreffed after the manner of a fricafeed chicken. Thefe 
animals are fo hideous, that the very fight of them frightens our failors ; yet when one 
can overcome that difguft which is infpired only by the idea of their figure, their fiefli 
is found to be much more palatable than that of our beft fowls. 

The Malegaches catch immenfe quantities both of fea and frelh-water fifh. 

The dorado, breams of different kinds, foies, pilchards, much larger but not fo 
good or fo fat as ours, herrings, mackarel, oyfters, muffles, crabs, and turtle, fur- 
nilh food in abundance to the iflanders who live on the borders of the fea. The rivers 
alfo fupply them with very fine eels, and frelh water mullets, in tafte and excellence 
preferable to fea mullets. On thefe coalts there are a great many kinds of fifh, which 
one muff not eat without trying whether they are poifonous, by putting a piece of filver 
under their tongue. 11 the piece of filver foies its colour, and becomes black, thofe 
who fliould eat them would experience the moll fatal fymptoms, and be expofed to 
great danger. Several of the people belonging to admiral Bofcawen’s l'quadron loll 
their lives at Rodriguez, by not taking this ufefui precaution. 

The French have frequented only the eaftern coaft of Madagafcar. The province of 
Carnafli, in which Fort Dauphine Hands, is well known to them, and alfo a part of 
thofe where Foulepointe, the bay of Antongil, and the ifland of Noffi Hybrahim, are 
fi tuated. 

OF THE SOUTHERN PART OF MADAGASCAR. 

THAT part of Madagafcar where Fort Dauphine is fituated is very populous. 
Ahnolt all the villages are built upon eminences; they are furrounded by two rows of 
llrong palifades; and within thefe there is a parapet of earth four feet in height. Large 
bamboos, placed at the diftance of five feet from each other, and limk to a confiderable 
depth in the ground, ferve to ftrengthen the palifades: but feme of thefe villages are 
fortified alfo by a ditch ten feet in breadth, and fix in depth. 
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The place where the chief refines is called Dome : it contains two or three buildings 
furrounded by a peculiar kind of inclofure, where the chief lives with his women and 
his children. 

The chiefs always go armed with a fufee, and a flick headed with iron, to the other 
extremity of which is affixed a finaU bunch of cow's hair : they cover their heads with 
a cap made of red woollen cloth. It is by their caps, above all, that they can be dif- 
tfnguiftied by their fubjefts. The authority of thefe chiefs is very much limited ; yet in 
the province of Carcanoffi they are fuppofed to be the proprietors of all the land, which 
they dkiribute among their fubjefts, in order to be tilled and cultivated. For this they 
require a finall quit rent, which, in the language of the country, is called faenfa* 

The people of the province of Carcanoffi are not entirety ignorant of the art of writing* 
They have even fume hiftorical books in the Madecaffe language : but thdr learned 
men, whom they call Omhiajfes , ufe only the Arabic charafters. They have among 
them treatifes on medicine, geomancy, and judicial aftrology. Thefe Ombiaffes are 
both forcerers and phyficians. 1 he inoft celebrated come from the province of Matatane, 
in which country magic is preierved in iis full glory. The Matatanes are dreaded by 
the other natives of the ifland, becaufe they excel in this ait of deception The Om¬ 
biaffes profefs, in the public fchools, geomancy and aftrology. The art of writing has, 
doubt lei's, been brought into this ifland by the Arabs, who made a conqueft of it about 
three hundred years ago. Their paper is made in the valley of Amboule ; it is manufac¬ 
tured from the Papyrus mlotiea f which the MadecaiTes name Sanga-Sanga* They pull 
t^fl with great dexterity the inner bark of this tree ; divide it into very thin filaments, 
which they nioiften with water ; and having laid them acrofs each other, in various 
directions, preis them well down. They are then boiled in a ftrong lye of allies, and 
afterwards pounded in a large wooden mortar till they are reduced to a pa lie. This 
palie is walked and drenched with water upon a frame made of bamboos, in the form of 
a grate. When this operation is finifiled, the leaves are fpread out to dry in the fun, 
and are glazed with a decoftton of rice water, called in the Malegache language ruttou 
pan* 1 his paper is of a yellowifh colour j but when it is well glazed, it does not im¬ 
bibe the ink* The pens ufed by thefe ifianders are made of the bamboo- 

Their ink is made from a decoftion in boiling water of the bark of a tree which they 
call atandrato* I his ink is not quite fo black as ours, but it is naturally more fhining. 

1 he At abic language has made lome progreis in the north-weft part of the ifland of 
Madagafcar, It is well known that the Arab princes formed large eftablifhments along 
the African coaft, which, according to geographers, correfpond with the kingdoms of 
Monomotapa and Mono-Emugi. 1 hey took pofleilion alio of the iiland of Coniora : 
and thefe princes, when they emigrated to Africa and the adjacent ifies, did not forget 
their ancient country. They frill indeed carry on an inconiiderable trade with Aden, 
Mafcate, and the coafts of Abyffinia. They have alfo on the fmall river of Bombetoc 
m Madagafcar, a kind of fettlement, which enables them to vifit different parts of that 
jfland, for the purpofes of commerce. By thefe means they have introduced their Ian- 
guage, and left fome traces of Mahometanifm among the MaJegaches. Formerly, there 
fubfiited between the Arabs and the Pormguefe of India a hatred and animofny, which 
were founded ioiely on the zeal thefe two nations entertained for their religion. The 
Arabs of Comora and Madagafcar made frequent attacks upon the Portuguefe eftabliffo 
jnems on the coaft of Africa whrcti did them great injury; they even deftroyed fome 
of then fettlements ; but this hatred became gradually exringuifhed, when the decline 
of the rortuguele power rendered them lefs the objefts of jealoufy. An attempt was 
made at Goa, about twenty years ago, to take advantage of this fuipenfion of hoitUiiiea, 
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in order to form a Portuguefe fettlement at Cape St. Sebaftian, in Madagafcar. The 
intention of this efiaohlWnt was merely religious. The Portuguefe thought of form- 
ing amifiitm, rather than factory; but this projeft was not attended with fuccefs, 
M. Boffe, an inhabitant of the iile of Bourbon, faw the melancholy remains of this 
eftabli lb ment. 

It is furprifmg that Mahometanifm has not made greater progrefs in this ifland, which 
has been fo much frequented by the Arabs. However, if we except cifcumcifion, ab¬ 
le uience from pork, and fome few trifling practices, which have very little influence 
over the condud of thefe people, the defeendants of the Arabs themfelves have loft 
fight of the fundamental parts of their religious opinions. They do not believe in a 
future exlftencc ; like the Maniehees, they admit of two principles* one ftipremely good 
and the other extremely wicked. Ihey neveraddrefs their prayers to the former; but 
they entertain a great dread of the latter. They are continually doing homage and 
offering up facrifices to him. ° 

The ifland of Madagascar is fo near to the coaft of Africa, that it is natural to fup. 
poft tiist it mud have been peopled from that vafl continent j but at prefent the different 
races are fo intermixed, that it would be vain to attempt to deferibe all the varieties of 
them. 

One can, however, in this ifland diffinguifh the race of real negroes; but it is a 
matter of more difficulty to diftinguifh thofe who are descended from the whites. 

The whites, who inhabit the province of Anofli and Carcanoffi, pretend to be de¬ 
scended from Imina, the mother of Mahomet. They have alTumed the name of Zaf- 
ferahimini. 1 he whites, W'ho inhabit loulepotnte, Noffi.Hibrahiin, and the bay of 
Antongil, are fprung, fome from the pirates, and others from the Jews j for this rea- 
fuii, they call themfelves ZafFe-I - Iibrahim, that is to fay, the defeendants of Abraham. 
Jjeiides thefe, there is a third kind of whites, who fay they were fent to Madagafcar by 
the Caliph of Mecca, to inffrudt the Malegaches in the fecrets of nature, and the re* 
hgion of Mahomet. Thefe impoftors feized upon the province of IVTatatane, after they 
had expelled and maflacred the Zafferahimini, who governed that diftridt, They are 
called Zaffi-Caftmamhou. Their complexion is darker than that of the other whites* 
and their profeilion is to teach to read and write the Arabic language. 

I he Zafferahimini, in the province of Anofli and Carcanofli, believe that they came 
onginally fiom the fandy plains on the borders of Mecca. On this account they are 
called Ontampajfemaca, and are divided into three claffes, the Rhoandrians, theAnacan- 
drians, and the Ontzatfi. The firft and moft honourable clafs, is that of the Rhoan¬ 
drians. People of this clafs have affirmed to themfelves the privilege of killing animals. 
Among favages, and people who fubfift by hunting, the trade of a butcher is ahnoft 
always held in great diftinaidn. The Rhoandrians are the nobility of the country * 
and it is always from this clafs that the fovereign is chofen. 

The Anacandrians are defeended from the Rhoandrians, and a woman of an inferior 
clafs. 1‘or this reafon, they lhare with the Rhoandrians the honour and advantage of 
killing, for the other iflanders, fuch animals as are neceffary to their fubfiftence. 

i he Ontzatfi are the Iafl clafs of the Ontampaflentaca j but they enjoy no particular 
marks of diffraction, I hey are generally brave foldiers, fluffed in the art of war, who 
can throwa ftone or an affagay with great dexterity, and who fpend their time in dancing, 
fleeping, and amufing themfelves. They learn from their earlieft infancy fome fongs, 
containing leffons of morality, or fables refpe&ing their origin. 

The native blacks are divided into four claffes: the Voadzhi, the Lohavohits, the 
Ontzoa, and the Ondeves. 
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The Voadzlri, we are affured, are the defeendants of the ancient fove reigns of me 
ifland. They are generally pretty rich in Saves and flocks; and they are allowed la 
poflefs fevera! villages, Thefe people muft be held in great confideration among the 
iflanders of Madagascar, for they have preferred, notwithftanding the defpotilm of the 
Arabs, who conquered the province of Anoffi, the right of killing, when they are not 
in the presence of a Rhoandrian or an Anacandrian, Rich animals as belong to theii 
fubjeds. The Lohavohics are much Isfs powerful than the Voadziri, Hiey can nevei 
paiTefs more than one village ; and, however rich they may be in flocks, they niuft 
always lend for a Rhoandrian or an Anacandrian, to kill thofe animals which they 
and their fubjecls ufe as food* 

The caffe of the Ontzoa comes immediately after that of the Lohavohits, to whom 
they are nearly related; but they have no kind of authority or privilege. The 
Ondeves are flaves by extraction: in the Malegache language, that word fignifies a 

hji man . 

The Malegaches preferve, refpefting their origin, a fable which correfponds extremely 
well with the fubdivifion I have given of thefe different cades. 

Such of thefe iflanders as have any erudition, relate, that the Creator of heaven and 
earth formed, from the body of the firft man whiLft he was afieep, feven women* 
Thefe were the mothers of the different caftes. 

The cafte of the Rhoandrians are the offspring of the firfi man, and the woman 
formed from his brain. The mother of the Anacandrians, and that of the Ontzatfi, 
had not fo noble an origin. The one was formed from his neck; and the other from 
the left fhoulder. 

The cafte of the Voadziri proceed from the firft man, and the woman formed out 
of his right fide* 

The mother of the Lohavohits and the Ontzoa came from the thigh and the calf 
of the leg; but the extraction of the Ondeves is ftlll meaner. They are faiu to be 
defeended from the foies of the feet. 

It is doubtlefs a fubjeft of melancholy reflection to find amongft the people who 
inhabit the large province of Anofii fo ridiculous fables refpecling the inequality of 
their condition* What a deplorable abfordity for favages to refufe being brethren, 
atul to difdain a common origin ! The explanation of this kind of phenomenon can be 
found only in the conqueft which the Arabs, the anceftors of the Rhoandrians, made 
of Madagafcar, This foreign race have left, wherever they were difperfed, the moft 
lamentable traces of fuperftition. The Rhoandrians are reduced at prefent to a family 
of about twenty perfons* None of them are to be found but in the province of Anofli \ 
and there is reafon to hope that the ifland will at length be delivered from the 
government and yoke of thefe conquerors, who have laid it wafte, and infected it with 
Mahometan practices. 

The Malegaches fhbmit to the Rhoandrians only as free fubjefts. They change 
their chiefs at pleafure; and they can attach themfelves to any one whom they 
think capable of fecuring to them happinefs and tranquillity. Thefe iflanders are too 
brave to crouch under a burthenfome yoke ; blit their extreme credulity is, without 
doubt, very prejudicial to their liberty, and to thefuccefs of their enterprifes. 

How is it poflible that thefe people, involved in the darknefs of ignorance, can 
defend themfelves againft the deception of the Ombiaffes, when the moil enlightened 
nations are ftill every day dupes to quacks and importers? It would appear as if it 
were neceffary that man ihould fuffer himfelf to be fubjefted by chimeras. Reafon is 
feklem ever fo powerful as to preferve him entirely from that fondnefs for the mar- 
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vellous which often hurries him into the moft ridiculous illufions j and if in civilized 
nations he fdhetimes artfully conceals this fatal propenfity, it is only becaufe he is 
afliamed of his weaknefs. 

rhe Malegaches of the province of Anoffi are lively, fen fib le, and grateful: they 
are far from being deiiifute of intelligence or capacity. Thefe ifianders are pafllonately 
fond of women ; and when in their company never appear fad, or deje£ted. Their 
principal attention is to pleafe the fair fex, who, in this country more than in any 
other, meet with that refpefl and deference which are fo neceflkry to the happinefs of 
fociety. ^ Man here never commands as a defpot; nor does the woman ever obey as a 
ilave. The balance of power inclines even in favour of the women. Their empire is 
that of beauty, mildnefs, arid the graces : for, colour excepted, the Malegache women 
are handfome. 1 heir perfons are flender and genteel; they have pleafing and delicate 
features ; a foft fmooth fkin; teeth remarkably white ; and fine blue eyes, the pupils 
of which are brown and fparkling. 

A plurality of wives is not uncommon here among the chiefs, and thofe who are 
rich ; but they never efpoufe more than one legally; the reft are confidered as concu¬ 
bines. This practice is not attended with difagreeable confequences in Madagafcar; 
for all thefe women live in harmony together. Befides, a divorce may take place as 
often as the conjugal union difpleafes either the httfband or the wife. When they part, 
however, by mutual confent, they reftore to each other the property they poffefled 
before marriage. In Madagafcar adultery is looked upon as a robbery, and as fuch is 
puniflied. Thefe people, therefore, pay the utmoft refpeft to marriage j they forewarn 
itrangers to behave with decency to their wives; but they offer them their daughters, 
and think, themfelves much honored when they have children by them. Married 
women may be known by their hair, which is feparated into treffes, and bound up in 
the form of a nofegay on the top of the head. Young women fuffer it to fall carelefsly 
over their fhoulders. Hufbands are always in high fpirits when with their wives $ their 
prefence infpires them with joy ; as foon as they perceive them, they begin to dance 
and to ling ; and they continually repeat that they footh the cares of life. The Male¬ 
gache women appear to be happy, and are generally in good humour. Their lively, 
cheerful and equal temper is peculiarly pleafing to the Europeans. 

While the Malegaches are at war, their women fing and dance inceffantly, through¬ 
out the whole day, and even during a part of the night. They imagine that thefe 
continual dances animate their hufbands, and increafe their vigour and courage. They 
fcarcely allow themfelves time to enjoy their meals. When the war is ended, they 
afiemble, at fun-fet, and renew their ringing and dancing, which always begin with 
much noife, and the found of various inftruments. Their fongs are either panegyrics 
or fatires ; and appeared to me to intereft the fpe&ators very much. Such fports are 
a kind of ufeful leffons, in which glorious deeds are celebrated, and contemptible actions 
ridiculed. As foon as a woman perceives that her health betrays any figns of having 
had familiar intercourfe with the Europeans, fhe abfents herfelf from thofe joyful affem- 
blies, in order to avoid the cutting raillery of her companions, and to put herfelf under 
the care of the phyficians, or Ombiafles. This cuftom prevents the venereal difeafe 
from fpreading fo much in this ifland as it has fpvead in Europe. Befides, the Om- 
biaffes have found out a remedy for this diforder, which is faid to be extremely effica¬ 
cious. I do not recolleft the name of the plant which they ufe; but I know that its 
leaves refemble thofe of the phyllyrea. Thefe phyficians order the patient to chew and 
fwallow it, lying alternately on the back and belly, in a horizontal pofition. The 
patient muft not be loaded with clothes ; and, in order that perfpiration may not be 
vol, xvi. 5 d impeded. 
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impeded, flie mult be furrounded, on all fides, with a ftrong briflc fife, during the 
whole time that the remedy a&s. The virus of the difeafe generally accumulates in the 
foies of the feet j and the abfcefs there, formed is feldoin attended with difagreeable 
confequences. Great care is taken that the heat of the fire may not be too difagreeable 
to the patient. Thefe lavage people thus know how to deliver themielyes happily, 
and in leis time than we, from that fcourge which we introduced ainongft them, and 
which in Europe occafions fo much devaftation. 

Moft travellers, inftead of lamenting that the favages ever became acquainted 
with the Europeans, feem to take delight in throwing out every kind of invective 
again!! them- It is thus that they 'have almoft always rewarded them for the hofpitality 
which they fo generoufly and difintereftedly fhewed towards us. If you read Fla- 
court*, you will imagine that the Malegaehes are the moft perverfe, the moft de¬ 
ceitful, and the moft Fawning of mankind. He does not hefitate to aftert, that among 
thefe iflanders treachery and revenge are accounted virtues; compaffion and gratitude 
weakneffes. Such abfurd declamation, however, can impofe only on thofe who have 
not ftudied, with Rouffeau, man in his primitive ftate. 

I have ftudied with fome care the character and cuftoms of the iflanders of Mada¬ 
gascar; I have fcveral tirpes aflifted at their aflemblies when they were deliberating upon 
important affairs; I have followed them in their dances, their fports and their amufe- 
ments ; and I have always found among them that prudent referve which fecures them 
from thofe fatal exceffes, and thofe vices, fo common among pplilhed nations. I was 
indeed, then fo young that my obferyations cannot have much weight; but, if my ex¬ 
perience is. not fufficient to infpire confidence, I beg the reader to ftudy the nature of 
things, more than the relations of ignorant and unprincipled men, who think they 
have a right to exercife the moft defpotic fway over the inhabitants of a foreign land. 

IF the Malegaehes have fometimes employed treachery, they were forced to it by the 
tyranny of the Europeans. The weak have no other arms to protect them from the 
attacks of the ftrong. Can thefe people defend themfelves by any other means againfl: 
our bayonets and artillery ? They are deftitute of knowledge and refources; yet we 
take advantage of their weaknefs to make them yield to our caprices: they receive the 
moft rigorous treatment in return for the hofpitality which they have fo generoufly 
.Ihewn tp us; and we call them traitors and cowards, when we force them to break 
the yoke with which it has pleafed us to load them. 

Thefe melancholy truths are too well proved, by the ruin of the different eftablifli- 
ments which the Europeans have attempted to form in Madagafcar. 

In 1642, Captain Picault obtained for himfeif and affociates the exelufive privilege 
of trading to Madagafcar; and at the fame epoch a grant of the ifland was given to' a 
powerful company, by letters patent from the crown. 

One Pronis therefore was commiflioned to take poffeffion of Madagafcar in the 
name.of the king, with orders to form an eftablifliment in fome fertile fpot, which 
might be fuiceptible of defence, and of an eafy and fafe accefs. In conlequence of 
thefe orders, he made choice of the village of Manghefia, which is fituated at the ex¬ 
tremity of the province of Carcanofli, in the latitude of 24 0 30'. This place appeared 

* He was tfreftor-geMral of the French Fail-India Company, and in 1648 had the management of an 
expedition in the ifland of Madagafcar, which, like all the preceding, proved unfuccefsfut. This expe¬ 
dition, however, procured a very minute account of the ifland, which Flacoart was enabled to give, 
from having refided m it ten years. It was printed at Paris, in one volume quarto, with figures defigned 
and engraven by the author, and was dedreated to the fubintendapt Fouqnet, who had the principal fhare 
la the company then formed for carrying oa a trade to the Eaft Indies. T. 
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to him as likely to anfwer the propoled end in every refpeft. The numerous herds 
of horned cattle which frequented this part of the country, and its rich fields of rice 
and potatoes, fuffered no uneafinefs to remain in his mind refpefting provifions. A 
navigable river, which takes its rile at the bottom of mount Siliva, waters meadows of 
an immenfe extent in the neighbourhood : timber of all kinds fit for building houfes, 
or confix u cling fhips, may be found in abundance clofe to commodious docks ; and 
the harbour is perfectly flickered from the fea winds by the fmall ifland of St. Lucia. 

Scarcely had Proms eftablifhed himfelf at.Manghefia, when Captain Refimon brought 
him feventy people from France, to reinforce his finall colony. But the unwholefomenefs 
of the climate in the fpace of a month deftroyed one third of the whole. Pronis being 
then obliged to abandon this firft eftabliflunent, *notwithftanding its advantageous 
fituation, retired precipitately with the remains of his colony to the peninfula of Tho- 
langar, the air of which is more falubrious. 

This peninfula, which is fituated in the twenty-fifth degree of latitude, increafes 
Infenfibly in breadth, and might eafily be fecured from any attack of the ifianders by 
redoubts and palifades. The fort built here, the elevation of which above the fea is an 
hundred and fifty feet, commands the harbour, fo that an enemy at anchor would not 
Jong be able to withftand the fire of its batteries! A bold Ihore fur rounded with break- 
ers renders it very difficult to land here; and accefs to the fort w r ould be impracticable, 
were it flrengthened by fome additional works. This fort, called Fort Dauphin, is of 
an oblong figure, and is furrounded with good walls built of lime and fand, covered 
with ftrong cement: it was thought needlefs to enclofe it on the fide towards the har¬ 
bour. The anchoring ground is excellent; a fhip here would fobner break her cables 
than drive on her anchors: but the fea winds, and above all the frequent and ftrong 
north-eaft breezes, are very troublefome to fhips moored in this port, the entrance of 
which is bounded on the l’onth by Cape Ravenate, and on the north by the point of 
Iiapera. The beautiful river of Fanfhere, which has its fource at the bottom of the 
mountains of Manghabey, runs into the fea two leagues from Fort Dauphin, and very 
near to Cape Ravenate, This river fupplies water to a large lake, which the ifianders 
call the lake of Amboule. It is ten thoufand fathoms in circumference, and its mean 
depth is about forty feet. 

The lake of Amboule would form an excellent harbour, were not the channel by 
which it communicates with the fea often fliut up by fluffing fands. 

There are certain times when large veffels might eafily be carried into this bafin: 
but fuch opportunities are rare. Before thefe occafioris can happen, the river, by a 
fudden fwell, mu ft have walhed away the bar of fand which the winds and the waves 
are every day accumulating at its mouth, and which is formed in that fpot where the 
current of the water is in equilibrio with the force of the tide. It is not, however, 
impoilible to open that paffage, and to clear away the land-bank which prevents fhips 
from entering this excellent harbour. 

To effect this, the hulls of fome old veffels laden with ballaft ought to be funk at 
certain diftances, and in a direction which local obfervations made with great care Could 
alone point out. Thefe incumbrances would ferve as fo many foundations to a new 
fand-bank, which would be formed from the quantities daily walhed in by the fea. 
After this preliminary operation Was finiflied, it would be neceffary to wait fome time, 
until the fand-bank was pretty well confolidated to withftand the force of the river, 
which, when incrcafed in flrength and quantity, might produce the effeft of a large 
fluice. The bank employed to withftand the current being conftru&ed in fuch a 
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manner as to break of itfelf, the violence of the Jream would not fail to cleanfe the 
mouth of the river, and to render the entrance or the lake practicable. _ 

Every method employed to make moles in the fea might be attended with advantage 
in accoraplilhing the objed here propofed. If I have given the preference to that of 
ufing the hulls of old fliips, it is becaufe it appears to me to be the mod commodious, 
the mod expeditious, and the lead expenfive. Beftdes, an experiment of this nature 
could not fail of being ufeful and inftm£tive, whatever might be its fuccefs. Veffels, 
when funk, are maffes fo enormous and folid, on account of the care taken to bind all 
their parts together, that I do not think it poffible to fubftitute for them, m moles and 
works dedined to withftand the fury of the fea, any other bodies more capable oi 
redding the violence of the waves. The river Fanfhere is navigable for boats to the 
didance of from fifteen to twenty leagues from its mouth. The labour neceffary to 
bring the navigation of this river to perfe&ioa would be very mconfiderable. 

The point of Itapera, which is to the north of Fort Dauphin, enclofes, on the 
fouthem fide, the great bay of Loucar. The ifland of St. Clair fhelters it from the 
iea winds, and prevents the finall river of Itapera from being choked up with find, like 

that of Fanfhere. , , 

The port is on the leeward fide of the ifland; but the anchoring ground here is 
little frequented by navigators, becaufe the bay of Loucar abounds with fhoals and 


quickfands. 

The peninfula of Tbolangar was fo much the more favourable to the cdabhfhment 
of Pronis, as the rich and fertile valley of Amboule, and the proximity of feveral 
navigable rivers, freed him from all uneafinefs refpe&ing the means of fubfiding. 
Mines of iron and deel of an excellent quality, hemp, refinous gums, pitch and tar, and 
timber fit for building" houfes, or conft ruling fliips, all found here in abundance, 
were advantages which a wife and enlightened adminiflration would not have differed 
themfelves to neglett. Pronis, however, was a man deftitute of talents and indudry. 
The indolence m which he lived, as well as the Frenchmen under his command, 
involved the colony in all chofe diforders which an imprudent conduct ufualiy 
produces. Licentioufnefs was fucceeded by a fpirit of revolt; and thofe who 
owed fiibmiflion and obedience to their chief foon put him in irons. In this 
ftate of captivity, he continued fix months. When releafed from his imprifon- 
ment by a veffel which had arrived from France, with fuch provifions as he 
flood moft in need of, he rendered himfelf guilty of a new crime, by publicly 
felling to Vander Mefter, the governor of Mauritius, at prefent called the Ifle of 
France, all the unfortunate Malegaches who were in the fervice of the eftablifh- 
ment. What raifed the indignation of the iflanders to the higheft pitch upon this 
occafion was, that there were amongft thefe flaves fixteen women of the race of the 
Lohavohits. 

When the company were informed of this fhameful conduct, they deprived Pronis 
of his commiffion. Flacourt was chofen to fucceed him; but he did not arrive at 
Fort Dauphin till towards the end of December 1648. As he has pubiifhed a minute 
account of every thing which took place under his adminiflration, I fliall not here 
trace out a pi&ure of the cruelty, injuftice, and oppreffion, which that governor ex- 
ercifed towards the unfortunate iflanders. In 1661 he fent forty Frenchmen, followed 
by a body of armed blacks, to bum and ravage the fertile country of Fanfhere. The 
manner in which Flacourt violated that hofpitality which had been fo generoufly fhewn 
to him, cannot be defended in an enlightened age, I am inclined to believe, that 
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every man* hereafter, who has the leaft regard for virtue or humanity, will fly from 
foreign lands, and renounce every commercial advantage, rather than imitate the bar¬ 
barous conduct of this governor. Inftead of making favage nations wear our chains, 
let us impart to them our faiences, and our knowledge. People funk in the darknels 
of ignorance, and intimidated by the fuperiority of our arms, cannot certainly avoid 
the yoke which we are pleafed to lay upon them : but what right is more iniquitous 
than that of force ? And how dare we at prefent accufe favage nations of treachery, 
when, harraffed by our tyranny, they have only attempted to avenge themfelves for 
our feverIty ? If Flacourt knew better than Proms how to enforce obedience from the 
French under his command, he did not, however, (hew that he was much better ac¬ 
quainted with the principles of the laws of nature : he was unjuft and cruel towards a 
people, who being the proprietors of the country, ought to have given laws to him, in¬ 
ftead of receiving them. But let us leave FlacourFs Hi/lory to thofe who may have 
courage to read it; and let us fee whether his fucceflors were lefs inhuman. 

Fort Dauphin was burnt in 1655, and was not rebuilt till the year 1663. Gha- 
margou, who was then governor, fent La Cafe to explore that part of the ifland which 
lies to the north of the country of the JVIatanes, This commiifion La Cafe executed 
with much intelligence. It may not be here improper to give fome account of the 
charafter of this man, whofe memory is ftill celebrated among thefe people. La Cafe 
was only a fiflitious name; that of his family was Le Vacher ; and he was born 
at Rochelle, On his arrival at Fort Dauphin, the French were held in no kind of 
eftimation among the iflanders. After great expences, that eftablilhment was in a 
ft ate of the moft deplorable decline. La Cafe, however, undertook to revive the 
confequence of the French nation ; and in this he fucceeded. By a great number of 
viffories he acquired the furname of Dian Pouffe ; and no greater honour could have 
been conferred upon him by the Malegaches: for Dian Pouffe is the name of a chief 
who formerly conquered the ifland, and who is even yet held in great veneration among 
thefe people- ' \ ( 

The French, alone, withheld from La Cafe that juftice which was due to his valour 
and good conduct- The governor of Fort Dauphin, jealous of the glory he had 
acquired, by executing, in an able manner, thofe difficult commiffions which had been 
affigned to him, refufed either to reward or to promote him. The fovereign of the 
province of Atnboule, named Dian-Raftitate, took advantage of the juft relentment of 
La Cafe, and invited him to enter into his fervice. Five Frenchmen accompanied him, 
and abandoned Fort Dauphin. Dian-Nong, Dian-Raftitate’s daughter, having con¬ 
ceived a violent afteflion for La Cafe, offered him her hand with the content of her 
father; and this chief, tottering on the brink of the grave through age and infirmities, 
had the confolation of fecuring the happinefs of his fubjefts, by rendering his fon-in- 
law abfolute mafter of the rich and fertile province of Atnboule, When La Cafe 
married Dian-Nong, he refufed the title and honours which, in that country, are 
attached to the fovereign power. He wifhed only to be confidered as the fir ft lubjeft 
of his wife, who was declared fovereign after the death of her father. La Cafe, be¬ 
loved by Dian-Nong, who, to a charming countenance, added great courage, and the 
rareft qualities, efteemed and refpefted by his family, and the Amboulefe, to whom 
he was a father, could only offer up ineffectual vows for the piofperity of the French 
eftablifoment at Fort Dauphin. 

He was not fuffered to go to the relief of his countrymen,, whom he knew to be in 
the utmoft: difirds. Chamargou had fet a price upon his head, as well as upon thofe 
of the five Frenchmen who had followed him to Amboule. The chiefs, who refided 
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i n the neighbourhood of the fort, highly irritated to find that an attempt fhould be 
made againft the life of a mao for whom they entertained the higheft veneration* 
■unanimoufly refuted to fupply the colony with provifions- An abfolute famine, there¬ 
fore, was now added to increafe the defolation occafioned by fevers and other* dif- 
tempers, which had reduced the number of the French to eighty men. 

The eftabiifbment at Fort Dauphin was on the point of being totally mined, when 
the arrival of a veffd, commanded by Kercadio, a gentleman of Brittany, fufpended for 
fome time the evils with which the colony was afflicted. 

Diforder and confufion had never ceafed to prevail among the French from the 
time that they fir ft formed a fettlement in Madagafcar. The iflanders detefted, and 
even began to defpife them* They were incenfed at our tyranny; and our inteftine 
divifions U had weakened that fentimeut of terror, with which the fuperiority of out- 
arms had at fir ft infpired them. Captain Kercadio faw, therefore, that the affi fiance 
he had brought with him from France could not be of long duration. That brave 
officer, who was free from the prejudices of his flatten, and the barlhnefs peculiar to 
his profefiion, judged it neceffary to endeavour to bring about a reconciliation between 
Chamargou and La Cafe. He reprefented to the former, that he could no longer 
confider, as his fubaltern, a man, who, by his marriage with Dian-Nong, had become 
not only abfolute mafter of the province of Amboule, but fovereign alfo of the whole 
ifland of Madagafcar. No madnefs, indeed, could have been attended with more fatal 
confequences to the French, than that of the head of a languifhing colony obftinately 
perfifting to treat as a rebel, a perfon as powerful as he was refpetled, and who, by 
a fmgle word, might have occafioned his deftruftion. Defpairing that his reafoning 
would have any effect on the prejudiced and inflamed mind of Chamargou, Kercadio 
applied to an intelligent counfellor, who, through a very Angular accident, had em¬ 
barked in his veffd, and eameftiy begged him as his friend, to employ his abilities, in 
endeavouring to convince the governor what were his real in ter efts, and thofe of the 
colony entrusted to his care. 

If the counfellor fucceeded in this difficult enterprize, he was Iefs indebted for the 
accornplifhment of his wiffies, to his eloquence, than to the honour of being known 
to and prote&ed fay the marffial de la Meilleraye. As foon as he informed Chamargou 
that he ffiould be indifpenfably obliged to give an account to the marfhal of the caufe 
of the misfortunes, and perhaps of the entire lofs of Fort Dauphin, the governor, who 
had been hitherto fo haughty and intraflable, who braved famine and death, and who 
was on the point of ficrificing to his'defire of revenge the melancholy remains of the 
colony under his command, became timorous and fubmiffive. The name of the 
marffial alone ftruck him with terror. He fent to beg that Kercadio would forgive 
his obftinacy j and did every thing in Ins power to induce ^hat officer to bring about 
a reconciliation between him and La Cafe; offering, at the fame time, to make every 
repaiation that might be required. Kercadio fet out, therefore, for Amboule, accom¬ 
panied by the counfellor. The negociation with which he was charged, experienced 
neither difficulty nor delay. La Cafe defpifed the vain efforts of his enemies. This 
refpe&able character had no ftronger defire than that of being uteful to his country- 
men. He battened to their afliftance, as toon as he had perraiffion; peace and abundance 
followed him to Fort Dauphin ; and during the time that Jie directed it by his counfeL 
diforder and want ceafed to afllift that eftablifhment. 

. rsian-Nong behaved with no Iefs generality than La Cafe j and fuch is the force of 
virtue, that there was not a fingle Frenchman who was not fenfibly affected by the 
heioic coinage of this woman, who had iuffident command over herfelf to banifii all 
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remembrance of the Injuries done to her liufband. She gave way to that fweet impulfe 
or rather Innate defire, which inclines man to affift his fellow-creatures, when he fees 
them iii drftrefs. 

The counfelior fliared with his friend Kercadio the happinefs of having brought back 
peace and plenty to Fort Dauphin; but without forgetting the detefiable flratagem by 
which he had been torn from his bufinefs, and his favourite purfoits. He had been 
wandering for feveral years on the ftormy ocean, without any particular objett in view; 
and was travelling diflant countries, contrary to his intereft and inclination. His 
wifhes, dire£led folely to his native foil/could not be accomplifhed without experiencing 
new diftreffes. The bitter remembrance of*the manner m which his confidence had 
been abufed, in order to give him up to defpair, ftill aggravated thefeverity of his fete. 
Ye, who are fo often dupes to the falfe appearances and deceitful looks of thofe impof, 
tors who found their fortunes on your credulity, may this relation be ufeful to you, 
and pveferve you from the misfortune of heedlefsly trotting yotirfelves into the hands 
of thofe worthlefs men, who do not flatter andcarefs you but becaufe they know you, 
and through motives which your vanity does not permit you to perceive. This coun- 
fellor, commiflioned to execute an order which his family had (elicited and obtained for 
tranfporting his brother to Madagafcar, on account of his profligacy, was fo imprudent 
as to entrutt himfelf, at Nantz, to one of thofe officious men who have the perflduous 
talent of infpiring flrangers with confidence, and of profiting by their fimp licit y. This 
wretch thought it a harmlefs joke to kidnap the counfelior, in the room of his brother 
whom he fuffered to efcape, and by this double fraud he ftripped both of them of their 
money. 

But to return to my fiibjeft- La Cafe remained no longer at Fort Dauphin than the 
time abfolutely neceffary for re-eftablifliing in it abundance and peace. His wife, Dian- 
Nong, was much difgufted with the place ; and her own private affairs recalled her to 
Amboule. Befides, Chamargou, more jealous of La Cafe's fuccefs than grateful for his 
fervices, would not have failed to do every thing in his power to render his life uncom¬ 
fortable. Of this La Cafe could entertain the lefs doubt, as the governor did not deign 
to join his entreaties to thofe of the refLof the colony, in order to induce him to remain 
at the fort. At the moment, however, when the French, to the number of two hun¬ 
dred, were levying confiderable taxes from the fertile province of Garcanofli, and giv¬ 
ing law to the iflanders, a cruel war again broke out to deluge that fine country in blood* 
and to render the affiftance of La Cafe neceflary. This war, more fatal to the French 
than the Malegaches, was occafioned by the inconfulerate zeal of a miffionary- Dian 
Manangue, fovereign of the province of Mandrarey, a powerlul, bold, and fpirited 
chief, and a faithful ally to the French, had received in his dome , with every mark of 
cliliin&ion, one Father Stephen, a Lazarift, and fuperior of the million of Madagaf¬ 
car, 

This father, charmed with the excellent qualities of the chief, imagined that it would 
be aneafy matter to convert him. When Dian Manangue perceived his intention, lie 
thought it a mark of refpeQ; due to the friendlhip which he had vowed to the French* 
and above all, to the recommendation of La Cafe, to inform the zealous miflionary that 
all his efforts would be fruitlefs. Theie people are fond of making orations, and of 
haranguing in public. Dian Manangue, therefore, aifemhled ins women and family* 
In order that he might declare publicly that nothing was capable of making him re¬ 
nounce his ancient cuftoms- “ I pity, 3 faid he, “ your folly, in wifhing, that at my age 
“ Ifhould facrifice my happinefs and the plealures which i into and me in my donac to 
^ your will. I pity ydu for being deprived of that which loathes the cares of life. You 
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• t i; ve , v ] t h one woman: but, if the poffeffion of one woman be a goud, 

« SIX the pofleflion of a numerous feragUo an evil, when peace and harmony prev* 
„ y thJf who cotocof* it? Do you obferve among us any symptoms of jealoufy, 

t r r\i_ , them ? Tbev ought to know much better than I the merit and \alue 

,h= fort Mow -he-n -rhey ougM < ^ , 10t decdve ,. ou . it is impoffible for 

of your words. Be _ ’ L neyer j t tIlein but ^th my life. I, however, 

“ me to X^VXxelife , ^ ^ ^ psople who are fubjed to my authority ; 

« fndYeive you the fame power over my family and my children. But this per- 
« million wiU be of very little avail, unlefs you can fuit your precepts to our manners 

“ SiefShen made no other reply to this fpeech than to order the chief in a 
neremptory tone, to difmifs all his women, except one. This miflionary even fo far 
SXht of moderation, that he had the temerity to threaten that he would caufe the 
French to carry away all his women, if he delayed for a moment, to put his order m 
execution. It may be readily imagined, that a behaviour fo violent and unexpected 
muft have occafioned a general indignation and revolt m the donac. _ 1 he women kh 
uoon the miflionary ; loaded him with reproaches and blows; and in their lory they 
would have undoubtedly ft rang! ed him, had not Dian Manangue, notwithftandmg t e 
agitation he was under, come fpeedily to his afliftance. _ The chief was obliged to make 
ufe of all his authority before he was permitted to remain alone a (ingle moment with 
this father, whom he difmiffed after giving him a rich prefent. Befides, he aifced of 
the miflionary a refpite of fifteen days to determine on the grand affair oi his conveihon . 
but this delay, folicited with fo much eameftnefs by the chief, and with difficulty 
granted by the miflionary, was intended to anfwer a very different purpole. Dian 
Manangue wiflied to gain time, in order to quit the' province of Mandrarey, without 
dread of being purfued by the French; and, when he thought he could do this m 
fafety, he departed with his women and flaves, to feek fhelter in the country or the 
Machicores, which is twenty-five leagues diftant from Fort Dauphin. 

His departure, however, was not fo private as to efcape the knowledge or r ather 
Stephen, for he had fpies even in the donac of the chief. In vain, therefore, did 
Chamargou endeavour to retain him. The miflionary, confulting only his zeal, formed 
the rafh refolution of following Dian Manangue to the country of the Machicores. A 
brother of St. Lazarus, and another Frenchman, with fix fervants or domeftics, loaded 
with facerdotal habits, accompanied him in this dangerous expedition. 

In the firft week of Lent, 1664, Father Stephen joined, Dian Manangue, after ex¬ 
periencing much fatigue and a multitude of difafters. The chief, more aftonifhed than 
alarmed at the courage of the mifftonary, behaved to him with the mod profound 
reverence and received him in a manner which he had no title to exped. In vain did 
he be* him to renounce the projeft which he had formed of converting him; obferving 
that his manners and ufages were an infuperable obftacle to fuch a change. Father 
Stephen, inftdad of making any reply, fnatched from him his oli and his amulets, threw 
them into the fire, and declared open war againft him. It need be no matter of fur- 
prife that this violent conduct of the miflionary fliould occafion his deftru&ion, as well 
as that of thofe who attended him. Dian Manangue caufed them all to be inftantly 
butchered; and, at the fame time, fwore, that he would entirely extirpate the French 
from the ifland. In order that he might execute this fatal vow with more certainty, 
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the chief font his fon, who had been baptifed, to La Vatangue, his brother-in-law, to 
acquaint him with the motives which had induced him to free himfelf from the tyranny 
of the French, whofe infidious defigns aimed at nothing lefs than to abolifh the man¬ 
ners, ufages, and religion of the country j adding, that his oli (a kind of amule: con- 
fuked by thefe iflanders) had commanded him to defend them, even at the hazard of 
his life; and he allured La Vatangue, that the French had rendered themfelves inca¬ 
pable of conquering, fince they had dared to proceed to fuch criminal excefles. The 
irritated chief gave notice to his brother-in-law, alfo, that Chamargou had fent forty 
Frenchmen to the ealtern eoaft, and that he might eafily furprife and malfacre them. 
“ I fend you my fon, ,J continued he at the end of the letter, “ to be at the head of 
“ the army which you difpatch to attack and deftroy the French: it is my oli that 
“ infpires me ; and you are well acquainted with the misfortunes which come upon us 
“ when we do not faithfully obey its mandates. My fan will give you a particular 
“ account of every thing that has palfed ; and you will, no doubt, be filled with in- 
“ dignation when you know the perfidious behaviour of thefe ftrangers towards their 
“ moll faithful ally.” La Vatangue was extremely happy on receiving this intelligence 
of the expedition of the forty Frenchmen; but he had only time to be upon his 
guard ; for two days after the arrival of his nephew, his fpies brought him word, that 
the French were encamped at the diftance of a league from his village. 

This chief fent them a prefent of rice, honey, and four oxen, begging them to in¬ 
form him what was the intention of their journey, becaufe he had never feen luch a 
numerous body of Europeans in the interior parts of the ifland. La Forge, who com¬ 
manded this detachment, returned for anfwer, that he had orders to fubjeft his coun¬ 
try to the dominion of Fort Dauphin. The chief, alarmed at fo unexpected an enter- 
prize, requefted peace; offered to give him four hundred'oxen; and obferved that his 
country of Haye-Fontchy was at too great a diftance from the fort to excite the hatred 
or jealoufy of the French. La Forge rejected with difdain the propofals of the chief, 
and had the madnefs to a Ik twenty thoufand oxen as the price of a peace. To fo 
extravagant a demand La Vatangue made no reply $ but whilit thefe adventurers were 
ranging through a field of fugar canes, he caufed them all to be flaugbtered. 

The particulars of the difafter which befel thefe forty adventurers, fent out by Cha¬ 
margou, were known by a Portuguefe, who was the only perfon that efcaped, by 
taking Ihelter in a large marfh covered with reeds and ftagnated water. In this place 
he remained two days, concealed up to the neck in mud. The iflanders, who purfued 
him, fearing that they would fink in the earth, which was foft and fpungy, fet fire 
to the reeds, in order that they might oblige the Portuguefe to come forth ; but under 
cover of the thick fmoke, occafioned by this conflagration, he had the good fortune 
to efcape. The iflanders wilhed much to deftroy this man, that Chamargou might 
not receive intelligence of the fate of his companions, and come to attack them 
before the arrival of Dian Manangue, who was ft ill with his army in the country of 
the Machicores. 

The Portuguefe, related that their expedition had been attended with fuccefs till 
they fell in with La Vatangue. Their number fpread terror and conltemation 
throughout all the villages where they palled the chiefs paid, without helitation, the 
contributions which were exacted ; and they were on the point of reaping the fruit of 
a long and fatiguing journey, when the infatiabie rapacity of their commander occa- 
fipned their ruin, and the lois of their rich booty. 

CTiainargou, in this relation, ought to have perceived the juft punUhment of thefe 
unfortunate plunderers, who were going to ravage countries over which they had no 
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kind of authority: but this governor, inftead of profiting by the lefTon given him, 
formed the fatal refolution of carrying fire and the fword amongft the Malegaches. He 
fet out, therefore, at the head of thirty Frenchmen, followed by a fmall army of 
Manamboulefe 3 flaughtered without diftinaion both women and children; fet fire 
to all the villages which he found in the courfe of his march ; and took pofieffion of 
the donac of Dian Manangue. Father Mannier, the only miffionary who remained, 
carried his ftandard during this bloody and inhuman expedition, on the particulars of 
which I fliall not farther enlarge. An eye-witnefs, who was afterwards provincial 
commiflary of artillery, publifhed an account of it in 1722, in a work entitled, A 
Voyage to Madagiifcar, by M- V. 

The manulcripts which furnilhed me with materials for this relation, do not agree 
in every point with that author 3 but it appears that Chamargou was obliged, by an 
abfolute fcarcity of provifions, to make an attempt to regain Fort Dauphin. When 
he arrived at the great river Mandrarey, and was endeavouring to crofs it, Dian 
Manangue, who had watched his motions, appeared on the oppofite bank with an army 
of fix thoufand men to oppofe his pafiage. This chief, bearing the furplice and fquare 
cap of the miffionary Stephen at the head of his forces, braved the French, who were 
on the point of perilling by famine. In the mean time La Cafe arrived, accompa¬ 
nied by ten Frenchmen, and three thoufand Androfaces, who were his fubjefts, or rather 
the fubjedts of his wife, Dian-Nong. As foon as this brave man came up he rufiied into 
the water, ordered his people to fire upon the enemy, and by the terror of his name, 
rather than the fuperiority of his arms, forced them to quit the borders of the river, 
and to betake themfelves to flight. Though the approach of night ought to have pre¬ 
vented him, he then fet forward to purfue them. Having difcovered Dian Manangue, 
amidfl a numerous body of the ifianders, he wilhed to throw himfelf upon him: 
but Rabaze, a friend and favourite of the chief, had the courage to ftop him, and to 
facrifice his . life to fave that of his fovereign. The darknefs of night only put 
an end to the carnage: but on the conclufion of this bloody war Fort Dauphin 
was again reduced to the molt deplorable ftate of diftrefs. The chiefs ceafed to fend 
in provifions, and even intercepted thole which the garrifon endeavoured to procure 
from diftant parts. Dian Manangue, who pretended to be fovereign lord of a great 
part of the ifland, threatened our eftablifliment with a formidable army 3 and his^ pre¬ 
fence alone wohld have occafioned a famine, had it not been for five thoufand 
cattle, which La Cafe found means to convey into the fort. All the expeditions of 
this extraordinary man were attended with the molt complete fuccefs. With thirteen 
Frenchmen, and two thoufand Androfaces, he defeated Dian Rayaras, who was at the 
head of an army of eighteen thoufand men, and took from him twenty-five thoufand 
oxen, and five thoufand Haves. The great celebrity of La Cafe made the council of 
the company, at length, fee the neceffity of employing and rewarding a man, who had 
rendered them fuch fignal fervices, and who was (till capable of rendering them much 
greater. 

They, therefore, fent him a lieutenant’s commiffion 3 made him at the fame time a 
prefent of a fword, and congratulated him on his fuccefs. 

La Cafe charged M. de Rennefort, who was returning to France, to thank the com¬ 
pany for the new marks of favour conferred on him," and to inform them, that he 
would undeitake the conqueit ci the iiland with two hundred Frenchmen, and realize 
the other advantageous projects, which he had already had the honour of propofing, 
if they would agree that he fliould be accountable to them only for his conduct. 
It does not, however, appear that the company adopted this plan, which was 
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more that of a brave foldier than of an enlightened governor j for an honeft man 
refpefts the laws of holpitality, and laments to iee the principles of juftice and humanity 
violated for the fordid interefts of commerce. 

In 1 666, tlie marquis of Mondevergue was appointed by the king to the general 
command of all the French eftabliflunents fituated on, the other fide of the equinoctial ; 
and Caron and La Faye had, at the fame time, the management of all the commerce 
of the Indies. The marquis of Mondevergue arrived at Fort Dauphin on the 10th of 
March 1667, in a veffel of thirty-fix guns, and was followed by a fmall fleet of nine 
fldps, on board which were two directors of the Indies, an attorney general, four com¬ 
panies of infantry, ten chiefs of colonies, eight merchants, and thirty-two women. 

As foon as Mondevergue arrived, he caufed himfelf to be proclaimed admiral, and 
governor-general of the French colonies in the Eafl. He was, however, obliged 
to have recourfe to La Cafe, in order to procure provifions for his fleet. La Cafe, 
ever ready to ferve his country, provided for the whole ; and befides this, brought 
about a reconciliation between the French and Dian Manangue, w r hofe bravery and 
intelligence were not to be defpifed. This chief, who at the fort was ftyled the prince 
of Mandrary, fwore obedience and fidelity to the governor general. 

Caron, who was a Dutchman, did not remain long at Fort Dauphin. He fet out 
for Surat, with a great part of the fleet, in order to take the management of that 
fettlement. 

La Faye, however, continued at Fort Dauphin; and in the month of November 
1670, another fleet of ten (hips arrived, commanded by M. de la Haye, captain of 
the Navarre, a veffel of fifty-fix guns. All thefe {hips belonged, to the king, and were 
equipped with the war complement of arms and men. La Haye affumed the quality 
of general and admiral, with the authority of viceroy, and made Chamargou fecond in 
command, and La Cafe major of the ifland. At this period, the company had given 
up to the king the fovereignty of Madagafcar. 

The Marquis of Mondevergue, to whofe option it had been left either to remain 
governor of the ifland, or to return to France, chofe the latter courfe, and embarked 
in a Clip called the Mary, in the month of February 1671. On his arrival at Port 
Louis, he found a commiffary, who had orders to make him give an account of his 
adminiftration. The company were much incenfed againft him; for La Haye, with 
whom he had quarrelled, had afperfed his char after, and accufed him of feveral mif- 
demeanors. Though the public voice was in his favour, this brave officer, who had 
governed the ifland with prudence, and re-eftablilhed peace in it, was obliged to yield 
to the fuperior influence- of his adverfary, and died a prifoner in the caftle of Saumur. 

La Haye, whofe authority was unlimited, now refolved to deliver himfelf from 
thole chiefs who gave him offence ; and, accordingly, propofed to Chamargou and La 
Cafe to declare war againft Dian Ramoufaye who had come to render him homage. 
This chief, who refided neareft to Fort Dauphin, was fummoned to fend immediately 
to the fort all the arms which he had received from the French. It may be readily 
conjeftured, that this demand was followed by an abfolute refufal. La Haye, there¬ 
fore, ordered Chamargou and La Cafe to befiege Dian Ramoufaye in his village. They 
had under their command feven hundred Frenchmen, and fix hundred Malegaches : 
but their attack was not attended with fuccefs j for Dian Ramoufaye made fo vigorous 
a defence, that the French were obliged to retire. This check did not appear natural; 
and it was believed that Chamargou, difeontented at being only fecond in command, 
in a country where he had always been firft, had contributed not a little to the failure 
of an enterprise, the injuftice of which they had not even deigned to conceal. IIow- 
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ever this may be. La Haye was fo much dejected by the mifcarriage of his firfi: expe- 
dinon 3 that he refoived to abandon Fort Dauphin, and to carry his forces to Surat, after 
having vifited the ifland of Mafcarenhas, fmce called the Ifle of Bourbon* 

The pride of this governor was very much hurt, to think that the whole extent of 
his authority was not fuSScient to prevent Chamargou, who had the fupcriority over 
him in point of local knowledge, from being able, by fecret machinations, to copnter- 
at his pleafure, the operations which he wiffied to carry into effect 
La Haye’s departure was followed by the death of the brave La Cafe ; and it was 
not difficult to forefee, that the lofs of tfjis celebrated man would infallibly occafion 
that of the colony* * , 

At this period, it was well known, that the iflanders breathed nothing but ven¬ 
geance againft: us, ’and eagerly fought an opportunity of retaliating for our injuftice 
and oppreffion. Our yoke was become odious and infupportable to them* Hif- 
torians, for the honour of civilized nations, ought to bury in oblivion every detail 
of the atrocious cruelties exercifed againft thofe people, whom they brand with the 
odious epithets of barbarians, traitors^ and thieves, becaufe they have revolted againft 
feme European adventurers, whofe lead: crime was a violation of the facred rights of 
hofpitality* 

If the eftabliffiment at Fort Dauphin fuhfifted fo long, notwithflanding the detect¬ 
able ad mini fir a ti on of thefe rulers; it was the name alone of La Cafe which kept the 
Malegaches under fubjection to fo vicious a conftitution. The memory of that truly 
extraordinary man is ft ill held in great veneration among thefe iflanders* His bra¬ 
very, joined^ to more valuable qualities, and above all, the alliance he contrafted 
by his marriage with Dian-Nong, infpired them with fo much refpeft, that it was 
only after his death, that all thele chiefs united againft the wretched remains of the 
French adventurers, whofe temporary fucceflfes were always followed by memorable 
difafters. 

La Cafe, without doubt, was of too warlike a difpofition, and this is a ftain upon 
his memory : but all people, almoft, have a fecret propenfity to this definitive fcourge, 
which defolates the moil: beautiful countries in the world, and occafions a thoufand 
times more evils to mankind than all the other feourges united* What man is there 
whom a paffion for glory does not, fometimes* fo far intoxicate as to make him for¬ 
get every fenument of juffice and humanity ? It is very difficult for a brave foldier 
to make his condut, in every refpet, that of a philofopher ; and, under this point of 
view, it would, perhaps, be unjuft to pafs a fevere cenfure upon all the actions of him 
who in Madagafcar did moft honour to his nation* 

Chamargou furvived La Cafe only a fliort time, and was fucceeded by La Bretefche, 
m command of the fettlement. La Bretefche was La Cafe’s fon-in-law ; but he 

-mm n f h f- the talents nor . the influence of his predeceflbr. Finding that it was 
impoffible for him to preferve his authority, amid ft the divifion and di [order which 

SScSfatSTSS 6 F rM nd the mtives ’ t00k advama S e of a fliip which had 
ouchedat thefland and which was going to Surat, to embark for that colony with 

hu t, hole family Several mifljonanes, and fome Frenchmen, followed his example * 

fort ?he^ant-dn e ftS 4 . a of dift ^ hoifted on the 

fort, i he captain of the veffel immediately ordered his boats to be launched and 

pioceeded towaids the fliore; but he arrived only time enough to pick up, below the 

wh bh h Ah nilfe ff ? , WrctC1CS Wh ° had efca P ed a general fnaflacre of the garrifon, 
whah had been effeaedm Sequence of orders given, for that pwpofe, by Dian- 

Ramoufaye, and other chiefs in the neighbourhood. £uch was the diimal end of a 
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colony which might have become flourifting and ufe. r ul to commerce, had not thofe 
who dtrefted it taken every method they could to render the French name odious to 
thefe people, naturally mild, hofpuable, and humane. 

Among the different memoirs which l have coufulted in compiling this hiftorical 
account ot the firft eftablifhmenrs of the French in the fouthern part of Madagafcar, I 
ntun make honourable mention of a manufcript given me by M. de Malefherbe. That 
minifter, dear to the fciences and to letters, whofe venerable name is never pronounced 
but accompanied with that tribute of hoipage and refpeft which are due to know¬ 
ledge muted viith virtue, had the goodnels to add to it a large map of Madagafcar,, 
accurately delineated, and executed with great care. That map, which he permitted. 
me to have reduced and engraved, is prefixed to this work. 

lhe inanulcript and the map which accompanied it were the produftion of M. Ro¬ 
bert, who, in 1735, dedicated them to the duke de Chaulnes, whofe protection he 
then iol; cited, in order to form a new eftab liftmen t in the northern part of Mada- 
gatcar, , 

M. Robert had been taken by the pirates, and condLifted to that ifland, where he 
remained ieveral years, which he employed ufefully in travelling its principal pro¬ 
vinces, and making himfelf acquainted with their produftions. The objeft of his plan 
for an eftabhftment there was, to collect the riches which the pirates had difperfed 
throughout the northern part of the country, while it ferved them as a place of re¬ 
fuge ; but this project, the advantages of which would, perhaps, never have compen- 
ikred lor the expeiice, was not carried into execution■ At prefent there are no con- 
fiderable eftabliihments in Madagafcar but one, formed, of late years, in the fouthern 
part, by M. de Modave, a man of fpirit and a brave officer, and another, in the northern 
part, by count Benyowfki. I was at the Iile of France in 1768, when M. de Modave 
came, in the name of the king, to take pofleffion of the government of Fort Dauphin, 
The duke de Praffin was then minifter of the marine, anti had approved the plan pre* 
icnted ro him by M. de Modave. 

If the refult of this new enterprise did not correfpond with the hopes which the 
minifter had entertained, it was becaufe every colony, not founded on the happinefs 
and inftruftion of thofe people among ,whom an attempt is made to eftablift it, will 
always have temporary luccefs only. It is not foldiers butartifans, farmers, and well- 
informed and laborious men, that ought to be eftablifhed among fuch people. We 
ought never to forget that the treaties of favages with the Europeans are, in every 
refpeft, like thole which children would make with philofophers j and fince the treaties- 
hitherto formed with the Malegaches are evidently in that fituation, it would be highly 
unjuft to take advantage of them contrary to the interefts of thefe iftanders. There 
arc none hut ftupid or diftoneft men who can affix a value to contrafts fo ridiculoufly 
illufory. You have obtained by cunning, you have by force extorted conceflions from 
the credulous inhabitants of foreign lands; and becaufe they forefee not the danger to 
which they expofe themfelves, by receiving you amongft them with friendftip and 
generofity, you wift even to turn their kindnefs againft them, and to make a right of 
them in order to opprefs them, and lubjeft them to your dominion. 

If great commercial advantages invite you to Madagafcar, adopt principles more juft 
and humane. 

For forming your eftablifhments, choofe farmers and mechanics. Thofe who know 
the character of the Malegaches, entertain no doubt refpefting the reception which 
thefe i Handers will give to men whofe frugal and aftive lives banilh vice, and introduce 
abundance. 
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Cultivating the earth by the plough, and a number of other ufefti! practices, will 
infpire thefe people with fentimenrs of gratitude and veneration. India will fupply 
you with a multitude of ingenious artifans and weavers, who know how to manufacture 
cotton fluffs, and to give them thofe brilliant and durable colours which caufe them 
to be fo much fought for in commercial countries. 

Colouring fubftances, extracted from vegetables, have not, in our frozen climates, 
the fame fpiendour and the fame ftrength, as in the fcorching climates of the torrid 
zone. 

The fruits of our gardens, which grow on wall trees, never affume a ruddy colour, 
but on that fide which is expofed to the rays of the fun. 

We have -no acid that fixes colours on cotton cloth, in fo lafling and unalterable a 
manner, as the juice extracted from Adam’s fig-tree, which we call Banamer - 

The Indians excel alfo in manufacturing filk fluffs. Several provinces of Mada¬ 
gafcar would furnilh a great abundance of that valuable fubftances - So important a 
branch of commerce ought the lefs to be neglefted, as the Malegaches, in the fouthern 
part of the ifland, are acquainted with the method of preparing and weaving it, in order 
to make veftments. 

In the neighbourhood of the Bay of Antongil, I difcovered four kinds of cods, which 
produce filk of an excellent quality. 

The Malegaches diftinguilh them by the four following denominations. 

The andsve is a cod almolt like that which, in the fouthern provinces of France, 
furnifhes the belt filk. 

The anda-voniaqua, another cod, fmaller than the preceding, furnifhes a filk much 
finer than that which conies from China, and equally beautiful. 

The tree called anacau is covered, during a certain feafon of the year, with fmall 
cods, which being fufpended by filaments hang from the leaves and branches. The 
filk procured from thefe cods is remarkable for its ftrength and finenefs j but to divide 
it properly, and to render it ufeful, the cods mud be preferved from the filth and duft 
that fall from the tree. Thefe cods are known under the Name of andeanacau. 

The fourth kind of filk is not fufceptible of being divided. The Malegaches call it 
andefaraha. It is found in a kind of bag, which contains feveral hundreds of fmall 
cods. 

The wool of Madagafcar is beautiful; but the iflanders derive no benefit from it. 
The Indians, however, would eafily teach them to prepare it, and we fliould foon be 
indebted to them for a new and highly important branch of commerce. There are 
few oriental travellers who are not acquainted with thofe fine woollen fluffs known in 
Bengal by the name of Jhawh , which the Mahometans ufe for turbans. This fluff 
cofts no lefs than an hundred piftoles the yard, when the fuperfme wool of the Cache- 
mirian flieep has been employed in manufacturing it. 

So exorbitant a price muft furprife thofe \vho know the cheapnefs of labour in 
India, and at what a-low rate raw materials may be procured in that country. It is, 
however, with very rude inftmments that the Indian, more dextrous and more patient 
than the European, is enabled to weave thefe valuable fluffs. » ' 

Should France wifh, in the courfe of time, to ihare with India and China, the ad¬ 
vantageous trade which they carry on in woollen and filk fluffs, and printed cottons, 
I think, and many intelligent men are of the fame opinion, that this might be accom- 
plifhed, by foiming at Madagafcar, upon proper principles, a colony of Indian 
weaveis, who fhonld be under the protection of the llles ot France and Bourbon. It 
would, however, be neceffary to introduce there, at the fame time, thofe celebrated 
machines ufed at Mane he It er, for carding and fpinning both coarfe and fine cotton and 

wool; 
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wool; for the art of manufacturing cloth would be confined then merely to the 
weaver; and, certainly, the Indian weavers have a decided fuperiority over thofe of 
Europe. Such an afi'ertion does not tend to depreciate our induftry. I am perfectly- 
fenfible that it would be highly abfurd to put the villages on the banks of the Ganges 
in competition with our large manufactories. This would be comparing the produc¬ 
tions of patience and fkill with thofe of genius. 

The induftry of the Indian is not confined merely to the trade of weaving. He 
underftands the art of cultivating the earth equally well, and knows how to prepare 
fugar and indigo. Under his hand clay affutnes a variety of Angular forms ; and the 
earthen-ware of India is even fought for and efteemed in Europe. 

The Indian is no lefs expert than the Chinefe in the lapidary art. To cut and pierce 
the hardeft Hones, he makes ufe of adamantine fpar pulverifed, and moifteued with oil. 
He employs this fubftance, which is of very little value in India, for the fame pur- 
pofes as diamond powder is employed in Europe. The Indian knows, alfo, how to 
render the bamboo ufeful in manufactures. He makes paper of it, and likewife fur¬ 
niture, palanquins, and veffels for holding water. This tree is a fpecies of large reed, 
from the joints of which there diftils a kind of fugar, much efteemed by the orientals. 
This reed rifesfometimes to the height of an hundred feet j and the hardnefs and light- 
nefs of its wood caufe it to be employed for a variety of ufes. 

The fugar-cane is a fpecies of reed which rifes to the height of ten feet. It is 
ufually about three inches in circumference; and is covered with a kind of bark, 
which contains a fpongy fubftance. It is divided into joints by knots placed at the 
diftance of five inches from each other ; and on the top it bears a number of leaves, 
fomewhat like thofe of the common water-flag. 

This plant is cultivated in feveral countries of Alia and Africa. Every kind of 
foil is not equally proper for it: that where the earth is deep and light, feems to be 
the belt. 

Plantations of the fugar-cane do not require very fevere labour. It is fufficient to 
form furrows in the ground, at the diftance of three feet from each other: they ought 
to be no more than a foot in breadth, and fix inches in depth. In thefe furrows the 
canes are laid lengthwife, and covered with earth. From each knot they fend forth 
young {hoots, but they do not come to maturity, fo as to be fit for cutting, till the 
end of eighteen months. A month after the Ihoots begin to appear, all the weeds 
around them molt be pulled up : but this care is not neceffary when the cane is per¬ 
fectly formed. 

After the canes have been cut, new (hoots fpring up from the old roots, which at 
the end of fifteen months afford a fecond crop, but their produce is only one half of 
the firft. Nothing but want of hands to replant, can induce a proprietor to feek more 
than two crops from his plantation. 

When the canes are cut, the next bufinefs is to fqueeze them immediately in the 
mill. This operation requires tedious labour during the night; for if the juice remains 
more than twenty-four hours in the ciftera from which it is conveyed to the firft 
boiler, it becomes four. From the firft boiler, it is fucceffively removed into others,. 
till it is converted into fugar. It is purified from that gummy fubftance which pre¬ 
vents it from becoming white and 1'olid, by throwing into the laft boiler a ftrong 
lixivium of wood-a(hes and quick-lime. It may be readily perceived, that what con¬ 
tributes moft to the relief of the flaves, depends principally on the produce of the mill. 
The fpeedier the juice is extracted, the fooner will they be freed from night labour, 
fo prejudicial to their health. Nothing, therefore, fliould be neglected that can give 

fugar- 
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fugar-mills every poffible degree of power and activity; and it is, certainly, neither by 
mules nor weak falls of water that fo falutary an end can be attained. Views of interelt . 
unite here with the principles of humanity, to engage the planters to introduce in 
their mills the ufe of the (team-engine. 

The woody part of the fugar cane, known under the name of trajh*, is more than 
fufficient for keeping up ebullition in the boiler of a fleam-engine, as well as in all the 
boilers employed in making fugar. 

The fertility of Madagnfcar, and the valuable productions contained in the bofofn 
of that important ifland, cannot fail of affording induftry the means of eftabti&ing a 
great and extenfive trade. It is under this point of view, according to my ideas, that 
we ought in future to confider i'uch fettlements as we may wifh to form at Madagafcar. 
Though M. de Modave approached nearer to the accomplifliment of this object than 
any of his predeceflors, his views were not founded upon a bafis iufficiently folid, and 
capable of rendering the eilablilhment which he was connniffioned to form, long, 
flourifhing and happy. This was the opinion of M. Poivre. That truly celebrated 
man had conducted, with prudence, for feveral years, the French efhibli/h meats be* 
yond the Cape of Good Hope, and had refided a long time at Madagafcar, in order 
to make himfelf acquainted with its mod ufeful productions. He was intendant of the 
Ifles of France and Bourbon, at the time when M. de Modave began his fettlement; 
and it may be readily imagined of what weight the opinion of that gentleman, dif- 
tinguilhed by his virtues and knowledge, mult have been. It is to his indefatigable 
zeal that France will foon be indebted for the advantage of (haring with Holland in the 
rich commerce of fpiceries. He confidered it as one of the fir ft duties of an admi- 
niftrator, to exercife and excite the emulation of all thofe in whom he perceived talents 
which he thought might be cultivated with advantage. He profited, above all, by 
thofe of the celebrated Cominerfon. That learned naturalift had accompanied M. de 
Bougainville in his voyage round the world, and had formed an immenfe collection of 
plants, and of every objeCf of natural hiftory to be found in the countries wfiich he 
had vifited. The relation of his voyage, therefore, was likely to afford a variety of 
interefting obfervations ; and he was well affured that if he went immediately to 
France, his ufeful labours would not remain unrewarded. He however renounced all 
thefe advantages as foon as he knew that M. Poivre wilhed to employ him in pro¬ 
curing new information. After acquiring a thorough knowledge of the natural hiftory 
of the Ifles of France and Bourbon, he proceeded to Madagafcar in the year 1769, and 
M. de Modave, who was then governor of Fort Dauphin, gave him every affiftance in 
his power to enable him to render farther lervices to fcience. It is much to be re¬ 
gretted that the accounts of thefe important difeoveries fiiould have been loft or dif- 
perfed after the death of this indefatigable man, who was carried off when he was juft 
on the point of enjoying the fruits of his ufeful refearches. The only differ tat ion of 
his now remaining that is any way interefting, concerns the Kimos, which I (hall here 
tranferibe, and add to it a fliort memoir of M. de Modave on the fame fubject. 

“ Thofe who are fond of the marvellous, and who no doubt mull be difpleafed 
“ with me for having reduced the pretended gigantic ftature of the Patagonians to fix 

ieet, will accept, perhaps, by way of indemnification, an account of a race of pigmies 
" fal1 into *he oppolite extreme. I here fpeak of thofe dwarfs, in the interior 

paits oi the large ifland of Madagafcar, who form a confiderabie nation, culled in 

„ * French call the wo^dy part of the fugar cane, after the juice lias been extracted, but the 

Englnh planters in ttic Vv eit Indies call it trtjjh. T. 
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“ the Madecaffe language, Qtilmos or Kimos. The diftinguifhmg chara&eriflics of 
“ thefe fmall people are, that they are whiter or at leaft paler in colour, than all the 
“ negroes hitherto known; that their arms are fo long that they can ftretch their 
hands below their knees without (looping; and that the women have fcarcely any 
breafts, except when they fuckle; and even then, we are aflured, the greater part 
of them are obliged to make ufe of cow’s milk in order to nourifh their young, 
u With regard to intelleflual faculties, thefe Kimos are not inferior to the other in- 
“ habitants of Madagafcar, who are known to be very lively and ingenious, though 
“ they abandon themfelves to the utmoft indolence; but we are told that the Kimos, 
as they are much more a£live, are alfo much more warlike, fo that their courage 
a being, if we may ufe the exprefiion, in the double ratio of their feature, they have 
u never yet been overcome by their neighbours, who have often made attempts for 
<<f that purpofe. Though attacked with fuperior ftrength and weapons, for they are 
not acquainted with the ufe of gunpowder and fire-arms, like their enemies, they 
u have always fought with courage, and retained liberty amid ft their rocks, which, 
£C as they are extremely difficult of accefs, certainly contribute very much to their 
te fafety. They live there upon rice, various kinds of fruits, roots and vegetables, 
and rear a great number of oxen and fheep with large tails, which form alfo a part 
44 of their fubfi(hence. They hold no communication with the different caftes by 
** whom they are furrounded, eidier for the lake of commerce or on any account 
C£ whatever, as they procure all their necelTaries from the lands which they poffefs. 
As the objefl of all the petty wars between them and the other inhabitants of the 
iftand, is to carry away on either fide a few cattle or ftaves, the diminutive fize of 
u the Kimos faves them from the latter injury. With regard to the former, they are 
fo fond of peace that they^efolve to endure it to a certain degree; that is to fay, 
<c till they fee from the tops of their mountains a formidable body advancing, with 
iC every hoftile preparation, in the plains below. They then carry the fuperfiuity of 
€C their flocks to the entrance of the defiles, where they leave them ; and, as they 
fay themfelves, make a voluntary facrifice of them to the indigence of their elder 
“ brethren ; but at the fame time denouncing with the fevereft threats to attack them 
u without mercy (hould they endeavour to penetrate farther into their territories; a 
proof that it is neither from weaknefs nor cowardice, that they purchafe tranquillity 
** by prefents. Their weapons are aflagays and darts, which they ufe with the utmoft 
u dexterity. It is pretended, if they could, according to their ardent wifhes, hold 
if any intercourfe with the Europeans, and procure from them fire-arms and ammti- 
<c nition, they would act on the offeafive as well as the defenfive againft their 
44 neighbours, who would then perhaps think themfelves very happy to preferve peace. 

u At the diftance of two or three days journey from Fort Dauphin, the inhabitants 
€{ of that part of the country {hew a number of fmall barrows or earthen hillocks, in 
M the form of graves, which, as is laid, owe their origin to a great mafia ere of the 
44 Kimos, who were defeated in the field by their anceftors*. However this may be, 
“ a tradition generally believed in that diftri£l, as well as in the whole ifland of Ma« 
** dagafear, of the actual exiftence of the Kimos, leaves us no room to doubt that a 
u part at leaft of what we are told refpeding thefe people is true. It is aftonilhing that 
44 every thing which we know of this nation is collected from their neighbours ; that 
44 no one has yet made obfervations on the fpot where they refide; and that neither 

* I am furprifed that M. de Commerfon did not endeavour to ascertain the truth of thin faftj by digging 
up the earth of fome of thefe barrovrs* 
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« the governor of the Ifles of France and Bourbon, nor the commanders at the dif- 
« ferent fettlements which the French poffeffed on the coaft of Madagafcar, ever ar- 
« tempted to penetrate into the interior parts of the country, with a view of adding this 
“ difcovery to many others which they might have made at the fame time. 

« To return to the Kimos, I can declare, as being an eye-witnefs, that in the voyage 
« which I made to Fort Dauphin, about the end of the year 1770, the Count He 
“ Modave, the Jaft governor, who had already communicated to me part of his ob- 
“ fervations, at length afforded me the fatisfaction of feeing among his ilaves a Kimos 
<< woman, aged about thirty, and three feet feven inches in height. Her com- 
“ pfexion was indeed the faireft I had feen among the inhabitants of the ifland ; and [ 
« remarked that fhe was well limbed though fo low of ftature, and far from being ill 
“ proportioned ; that her arms were exceedingly long, and could reach without bending 
« the body as far as the knee; that her hair was lliort and woolly ; that her features, 
« which were agreeable, approached nearer to thofe of an European than to an inha- 
•'« bitant of Madagafcar; and that fhe had naturally a pleafant look, and was good- 
« humoured, fenfible, and obliging, as far as could be judged from her behaviour. 
« With regard to breafts, I faw no appearance of them except the nipples : but this 
« fmgte obfervation is not at all fufficient to eftablilh a variation from the common 
“ laws of nature. 

<c A. little before our departure from Madagafcar, a defire of recovering her liberty, 
“ as much as a dread of being carried away from her native country, induced this 

little Have to make her efcape into the woods. 

“ Every thing confidered, I am inclined firmly to believe in this new variety of the 
“ human fpecies, who have their charafteriftic marks as well as their peculiar manners, 
,f and who inhabit mountains from fixteen to eighteen hundred fathoms high above the 
“ level of the fea. 

" Diminution of ftature, in refpecl to that of the Laplanders, is almofi: graduated as 
** from the Laplander to the Kimos. Both inhabit the coldeft regions and the higheft 
tc mountains in the world. Thofe of Madagafcar, where the Kimos live, are, as I have 
“ already obferved, fixteen or eighteen hundred fathoms high above the level of the 
“ fea. The vegetable productions which grow on thefe elevated places appear to be 
“ Hunted, fitch as the pine, the birch, and a great many others, which from the clafs 
“ of trees defeend to that of humble fhrubs, merely becaufe they have become alpicolcs, 
“ that is to fay, inhabitants of the higheft mountains.” 

To this extract from Mr. Commerfon’s Memoir on the Kimos, I fitall add a few ob- 
fervations by M. de Modave on the fame fubjeft. 

“ When I arrived,” fays he, <e at Fort Dauphin, in 1768, an ill-written memoir 
** was tranfmitted to me, which contained fome particulars concerning a fingular people 
** called in the language of Madagafcar the Kimos, who inhabit the middle of the ifland, 
“ about the twenty-fecond degree of latitude. I had heard mention of them feveral 
“ times before, but in fo confufed a manner that I fcarcely paid any attention to a fa£t 
“ which deferves to be cleared up, and which relates to a nation of dwarfs, who live 
“ in fociety, governed by a chief, and protected by civil laws. 

“ I had found in the relation ofFlacourt a paflage relpefting this nation; but it made 
“ no impreffion on my mind, becaufe Flacourt reje&s the hiftory of thefe pigmy people 
“ as a fable, invented by the players on the herraou, a kind of buffoons, or rather itn- 
“ poftors, who fpend their time in reciting abfurd tales and romances. 

“ Flacourt calls thefe dwarfilh people pigmies, and mixes their hiftory with that of a 
“ pretended race of giants, who, aS the ancient tradition of Madagafcar aftures us, 
- 10 “ occafioned 
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ec occafioned formerly great ravage*m the ifland. Fiacourt relates, after thefe players 
“ on the herraou , that the pigmies Feme time ago invaded the country of Anofli, irom 
fi£ which they were driven by the Etanos, who are the original inhabitants of that dif- 
46 trift. The Etanos furrounded the pigmies on the banks of the river Itapera, and 
C£ having ma(Tacred them all, afterwards heaped together in that fpot a multitude of 
£< ftones, to cover the bodies of "their enemies, and to ferve as'monuments of the vic- 
tory which they had gained over them, 

u After procuring at Fort Daophinand the neighbourhood all the information poffi- 
* c ble, I refolved to fend a detachment to difeover the country of thefe pigmies- The 
detail of this expedition is configned to my journal; but, either on account of the 
“ infidelity of the guides, or their want of courage, it was not attended with fuccefs. 
C£ I had, however, the pleafure to ascertain the exigence of a nation of dwarfs, who 
<c inhabit a certain diftrid of theifland. 

£c Thefe people are called Qidmos or Kimos* The ordinary height of the men is three 
** feet five inches, and that of the women a few inches left. The men wear their beards 
££ long, and cut in around form. The Kimos are thick and fquat ; the colour of their 
<£ fkin is lighter than that of the other iflanders ; and their hair is fhort and woolly* 
“ They manufaflure iron and fteel, of which they make lances and aflagays. Thefe 
<£ are the only anus which they employ to defend themfelves from their enemies, who 
** attempt to carry off their cattle- When they perceive bands of travellers preparing 
to traverfe their country, they tie their oxen to trees on the frontiers, and leave other 
M provifions, in order that thefe Grangers may find the means of fubfifting. When 
w the Grangers, however, are fo imprudent as to moled them, by behaving in a hoflile 
u manner, and are not contented with the prefents ufual in the like circumstances, the 
“ dwarfilh Kimos know bow to defend themfelves bravely, and repel by force thofe 
i£ who have the temerity to attempt to penetrate into the valley where they refide, and 
€t to which accefs is extremely difficult, 

u Remouzai, who, in quality of captain, followed the father of the Chief Maimbou, 
u in the two unfortunate expeditions which he undertook againd thefe people, in order 
€i to carry away a part of their flocks, and afterwards fell them at Fort Dauphin, told 
* £ me, that he owed his fafety merely to the knowledge he had of the high and deep 
* £ mountains by which their valley is furrounded. Remouzai had been feveral times 
“ among the Kimos, and was employed as a guide by Maimbou’s father, when he 
“ ventured to attack them, The fird incuifion had no fuccefs, but the fecond was 
<£ much more fatal: Maimbou’s brother was killed ; his fmall army was put to flight j 
<£ and the number of thofe who efcaped thefe pigmies was very inconliderable* Nat- 
u wilhftanding all my refearches, I could never find any perfon except Remouzai, 
** who was able to give me any certain accounts refpeding thefe two incurfions. 

££ Maimbou, with whom 1 had a good deal of inrercourfe, for the purpofe of pro- 
** curing provifions to Fort Dauphin, was not old enough to accompany his father in 
u this expedition ; but he had conceived fuch an averfion to the Kimos, that he fell 
info a violent paffion whenever I mentioned them in his prefence; and he wifhed me 
(f to exterminate that race of Apes, for fuch was the injurious appellation which he 
always bellowed upon them. 

A chief of the Mahaffalles, a people refiding near the Bay of St. Augufline, who 
came from a chief in the neighbourhood of the fort, with a view of exchanging filk 
* £ and other merchandize for oxen, faid, in the hearing of one of my officers, that he 
4£ had been feveral times in the couni ry of the Kimos, and that he had even carried 
* £ on war againfl them. This chief added* that for fome years, thefe people had been 
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« haraffed by their neighbours, who had burnt feveral of their villages. He boafted, 
« alfo, of having in his poffeiEon a man and a woman of that race, who he laid were 

“ about the age of twenty, or twenty-five, . . ... . . . 

“ From the accounts of this chief and Remouzai, I am inclined to think, that the 
« valley of the Kimos is abundant in cattle and provifions of every kind. iheie 
“ little people are induftrious, and apply with much (kill and labour to the cultivation ot 
«« the earth. Their chief enjoys a much more abfolute authority, and is more re- 
« fpefted, than any of the other chiefs in the different difinds of Madagafcar I was 
not able to learn the extent of the valley which they inhabit* I know only that it 
<c is Unrounded by very high mountains ; that it is fituated at the diftance of nxty 
tc leagues to the north-weft of Fort Dauphin ; and that it is bounded on the welt by 
« the°country of the Matatanes. Their villages are built on the fummits of lraall 
4C fteep mounts, which are fo much the more difficult to be afcended, as they have 
«'multiplied thofe obftacles that render approach to them almoft im practicable. The 
“ chief of the Mahaffalles and Remouzai did not agree refpefting two points 
iC which are particularly worthy of being ascertained* d he general opinion of the 
people of Madagafcar is, that the Kimos women have no breads, and that they 
u nourish their children with cows milk. It is afferted* alfo, that they have no men- 
<fi ftrual flux ; but that at thofe periods when other women are fubjefl: to this evacua- 
t£ tion 5 the {kin of their body becomes of a blood-red colour* Remouzai affured me 
iC that this opinion was well founded ; but the chief of the Mahaffalles contradicted it. 
u We muftj therefore, fufpend our judgment on this head ; and be cautious in giving 
credit to phenomena which appear to deviate fo much from general rules, and to 
“ extend to a certain number of individuals only. 

« I procured a Kimos woman, who was taken in war, fome years ago, by a chief 
“ of the province of Mandrarey* This woman is rather of a tall ft at ore, confi dering 
€C the general meafure allowed to the females of her nation ; yet her height does not 
exceed three feet feven inches. She is between thirty and thirty-two years of age ; 
her arms are very long $ her hands have a great refemblance to the paws of an ape ; 
u and her bofom is as flat as that of the leaned: man, without the leafl appearance of 
u breafts* My little Kimos was remarkably thin and meagre when the arrived at Fort 
ce Dauphin; but when ftie was able to gratify her voracious appetite, ihe became ex- 
u treinely hifty; and I am of opinion, that when fhe is in her natural ftate, her fea- 
u tures will be well worth a careful obfervatiom The chief who fold me this Kimos 
u woman told me, that he had a Kimos man at home, and that he would endeavour 
w to fend him to me. 

Had the enterprife I undertook a few months ago fucceeded better, I fhould cer- 
tainly have embraced the opportunity of fending to France a male and female of 
thefe pigmies ; but I hope to be more fortunate in future. It is certainly nothing 
“ wonderful to meet with dwarfs in a country fo vail and extenfive as the ifland of 
* c Madagafcar, the furface of which contains various climates, and abounds with a 
u multitude of different productions ; but a real race of pigmies, living in fociety, is 
a phenomenon that cannot well be paffed over in filence.” 

To thefe accounts of M. de Modave, and M, de Commerfon, might be added that 
of an officer who procured a Kimos, whom, as he told me, he wiflied to carry to France; 
but M. de Surville, who commanded the veffei in which he had taken his paffage, 
would not permit him. 


Or 
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Of the North-East Part of Madagascar. 

THE north-eaft part of the if]and of Madagafcar is a rich magazine for the colonies 
in the Ifles of France and Bourbon. The molt frequented ports in this part, are Foule¬ 
pointe, St. Mary, and the Bay of Antongil. It is in thefe three places that the French 
have attempted to form all their eftablifhments. A foldier in the fervice of the Eaft-India 
Company, whofe name was Bigorne, gave me fome interefting information refpeCting 
the fettlemcnts of the pirates in thefe diftrifts. This man had gained the afFeftion of 
the iflanders, and by a long refideuce ainongft them had acquired a kind of influence 
over thefe people, from which the directors of the Ifles of France and Bourbon, for 
a long time, derived great advantages. It was from this man that I procured the greater 
part of my knowledge refpeCting the productions, as well as the manners and cuftoms 
of the inhabitants of the north-eaft part of Madagafcar. 

1 he inhabitants of this coaft are Hill better, and more humane than thofe of the 
province of Carcanoffi. Thefe harmlefs people ufe neither locks nor bolts, and fliut the 
doors of their houfes with nothing elfe than thorns, or the branches of trees. Were 
they even filled with riches, they would leave them in the fame manner, nor entertain 
any dread of their being robbed. Their houfes, however, are conftructed only of leaves 
and mats, which might be broke through without much difficulty. 

The pirates, who carried on their depredations in the Indian feas, alarmed at the 
great preparations which were making to put an end to their robbery, took refuge on 
the north-eaft coaft of Madagafcar. It appears that they formed their eftablifhment 
at the ifle of Noflfy-Hibrahim, named by the French St. Mary. One of the extremi. 
ties of this ifland reaches within eleven leagues of Foulepointe, and the other extends 
to the Bay of Antongil. 

By contracting alliances with the iflanders, the pirates gained their confidence and 
friendlhip. It may, perhaps, appear furprifing that men who followed fo infamous 
a profeflion fliould not have been more detefted. This foreign land became to them 
and their children a new country: they aflumed its manners, and adopted its cuf¬ 
toms. In fertile and rich regions, abounding in every thing neceffary for fubfiftence, 
it is almoft impoflible to find any advantage by attacking the property of another ; fince 
the only riches of the inhabitants are thofe of the foil, and the foil belongs in common 
to all. It is not aftonilhing, therefore, that pirates returning continually to this place 
of fhelter to repair and re-victual their fhips, fliould be favourably received by the Male- 
gaches, fince they Ihared in their opulence, without knowing how they acquired it. 
They compared the conduCt of thefe wretches with that of the crews of l'evtral 
European veffels, and the comparifon'was by no means favourable to the latter, who 
had more than once procured refre fitments by force, and who had exercifed the molt 
barbarous cruelties againft the natives, burning their villages, or deftroying them with 
their cannon, when they did not bring them oxen, fowls, and rice, as expeditioufly 
as they required. The people of Foulepointe have not yet forgotten, and often 
relate, that at the beginning of this century, the crew of an European veflel invited 
a multitude of the iflanders into a large tent, and the moment it was filled, the 
timber-work fell down, fo that by this ftratagem the Europeans were able to 
feize a great number of them, whom they made flaves. Were I difpofed to pafs 
over fuch crimes in filence, I fliould think it uleful to make mention of them, in 
order to fhew how many evils and atrocities our European predeceflors have left 
us to repair. 
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The pirates continued their depredations with fuccefs till the year 1722; but, at 
this period, feveral nations, alarmed by the enormous Ioffes which their commerce fuf- 
tained, united together to deliver the Indian feas from the oppreffion of thcfe formida¬ 
ble tyrants, who had feized a large Portuguefe veffel, in which were count de Receira 
and the archbifhop of Goa, and the fame day another veffel which carried thirty-two 
guns. Both thefe valuable prizes were captured before the Hie of Bourbon. 

The pirates, accuflomed to war, and elated with their fuccefs, made a long and 
defperate refiftance. Before they were extirpated it was neceffary to bring a confider- 
able force againft: them ; to terrify them by the fevereft punifhment, and to purlue them 
through the mod imminent dangers, even to the place of their retreat, where they 
were obliged to fet fire to their veflels :—fucb were the fevere means employed to clear 
the Indian feas of thefe plunderers, who had infefted them from the time that Vafco 
de Gama opened a paffage to India, by the Cape of Good Hope. The entire deffruc- 
tion of their maritime forces prevented the pirates from interrupting commerce any 
more, and compelled them to quit the wretched eftabli foment which they had formed 
at St. Mary, an ifland in the neighbourhood of Madagascar. 

Thefe banditti, however, being thus forced to renounce their former wandering 
kind of life, began to think of fignalizing themfelves by new a£ls of atrocity. As they 
could no longer exercife with advantage their infamous employment, in fertile coun¬ 
tries where all property is confounded, and being too inferior in number to fubdue the 
Blunders, one would have thought that no other means of doing mifchief were left for 
them than to attempt to promote difcord among the inhabitants: but had they con¬ 
fined themfelves merely to the exciting of quarrels and war among the Malegaches, 
this flame probably would have been foon extinguifhed ; and when tranquillity had en¬ 
abled thefe iflanders to fee their real interefts, they would certainly not have failed 
to attack the pirates, and to be revenged on them for their perfidy. It was neceffary, 
therefore, for the fuccefs of their pernicious defigns, that they ffiould render war 
advantageous to thefe people; and the fale of prifoners, that is to fay, a trade in Haves, 
anfwered two ends to them, that of fomenting and perpetuating divifions among the 
Malegaches, and that of procuring a new mode of enriching themfelves, and of caufing 
them to be courted and protected by European nations, who favoured this deteftable 
traffic. By this new crime the pirates terminated their courfe of robbery—a crime 
which depopulates and ftill defolates the ifland of Madagafcar. This deftruftive 
fcourge, fince the moment of its birth, has notceafed a moment to acquire new decrees 
of vigour and activity. It would be as difficult to foretell the period when it will end 
as to eftimate the ravages to which it has given rife. Of all the evils and all the 
difonlers occafioned by the pirates, the greate.ff, without doubt, is that of having 
introduced the Have-trade into Madagafcar •, and yet I fhould think I'dilgraced my 
pen, did I allow myfelf to trace out the picture of the atrocious cruelties they exercifed 
and the infamous ftratagems they praftifed. The flave-trade is an in flit ut ion fo much 
the more abominable, as the evils which it produces are fcarcely felt by thofe who derive 
profit from them. It would feem as if it required long ftudy and meditation to dif- 
cover that liberty is connefted with the effence and dignity of man ; and that it is 
the height of mjuftice to have converted it, if I may ufe the expreflion, into a faleable 
commodity. Ir this truth does not make that impreffion which it outfot on en¬ 
lightened nations and force them to profcribe flavery, how can they flatter them¬ 
felves that it will be perceived by favages involved in the darknefs of ignorance? We 
cannot, therefore, be furpnzed that the Malegaches, ftruck with the advantages which 
.Shey continually denve from the fale of flaves, ftill entertain a grateful remembrance 
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of thefe infamous men, to whom they think they are indebted for the greater part of their 
riches. 

Before thefe bancj^tti eftablifhed themfefves in the ifland, cattle and fheep were of 
no value* E-ice anti various kinds of provilions had no other price than that which was 
ahixed on them by navigators \ and it even appears, that during the time of their piracy, 
they fpent in drunkennefs and debauchery, on their return from every expedition, the 
fruits of their long voyages. 

Want of forefight is not uncommon among men accuftomed to a wandering and 
diflipatcd life. The extreme profufion of thefe profligates is, therefore, no matter of 
furprife ; but being more deceitful than prodigal, it is no wonder that they always 
carefully, endeavoured to conceal from thefe iflanders the impure fource from which 
they derived their riches. This, perhaps, is the only point on which they were forced 
to be prudent, under pain of incurring the hatred of thefe people, whofe friendfliip 
it was their intereft to preferve. 

A recital of their fhameful and deteftable robberies would have carried terror and 
alarm into thofe countries, where the lead of thefe crimes was punifiied with death. 
It is not to be doubted that the Malegaches would have exterminated fuch dangerous 
guefts had they been fully acquainted with their vicious inclinations: but lince their 
memory is not execrated, and has not left in the minds of thefe people any traces of 
their infamy, they mu ft have feduced them by a profound diffimulation, and a deceit¬ 
ful appearance of confidence ana? affe&ion. And how could favages pofljjfs fufficient 
knowledge of mankind to be able to unmafk villains, exercifed from their infancy in 
falfehood and cunning, and whofe inlerefl: it was to conceal, or difguife the greater 
part of their vices ? 

I confers that this explanation alone can afford fatisfattion, after the vain efforts 
which I made on the fpot, with a view to difcover the true caufe of that kind of refpett, 
or rather veneration, which the Malegaches entertain for the memory of thefe infamous 
plunderers. 

It was not at the rime when the pirates were employed folely in ravaging the Indian 
feas that they were able to occafion great diforder at Madagafcar ; their llay in that 
ifland was always very fliort, and being obliged to repair their veffels fpeedily, and 
to procure provifions, they could not think of fowing divilion among thefe people, 
who might have revenged themfelves during their abfence on their women and 
j children, and have entirely ruined their eltablifhments; and it was only at certain 
periods that they could give themfelves up to all the exceffes of drunkennefs and de¬ 
bauchery. But when they were forced to renounce their infamous profeflion, they 
followed a plan of life entirely different. Their views then were diretted towards 
the means of recovering a part of thofe riches which they had imprudently diflipated, 
and to fecure the protection of the Europeans by opening to them a branch of com¬ 
merce, with the extent and importance of which they were well acquainted. Thefe 
profligates, therefore, were the firft who introduced the flave-trade into the north-eafl 
part of Madagafcar. This we are told by all the traditions of the country, and it was 
confirmed to me by La Bigorne. It was not, however, without caufing much trouble 
and diforder that they were able, about the year 1722, to overcome the averfion which 
the Malegaches had for that horrid traffic. Before this epoch feveral European fliips 
had' made vain efforts to induce them to fell their prifoners and malefactors. Their 
negociations for this purpofe, inftead of being attended with fuccefs, were rejetted 
with indignation, and fometimes punifhed in an exemplary manner, when they ven* 
tured to employ ftratagem or force. The pirates were too well acquainted with the 
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intrepid fpirit of the Malegaches to ufethefe means ; and they were fenfible that they 
were too few in number to fubdue them, or to dictate to them concerning a trade which 
they detefted. The Ieaft violence, in this refpeft, would have occafioned their deftruc- 
tion j and with ftill more certainty that of their wives and children. "1 he fureft 
way of accomplifliing their end, therefore, was to kindle up amongft thefe people the 
flames of difcord; and, taking advantage of their inteftine wars, to prevail on them 
to difpofe of their prifoners, who, on account of their number, could not fail of being 
a burthen to them. But it was of the utmoft importance to the fuccefs of their views, 
in the mtdfl of thefe diforders, to be on a good footing with both parties, and to 
aflame in appearance the office of mediators. It was requifite, alfo, that they Ihould 
wait for a favourable opportunity, or at Ieaft a plaufible pretext for putting their odious 
plot in execution, and this was not long wanting. 

The Bethalimenes, a people in the interior part of the country, had quitted their 
villages, and had flocked in great numbers towards the place where the pirates lived, 
with a view of procuring different articles of commerce, which they confidered either 
as ufefiil or convenient. They particularly fought for the beautiful fluffs of India, 
Mafulipatam handkerchiefs, mullins, and fome other kinds of goods of lets value. 
The inhabitants on the fea-coaft, known under the name of Antivarres and Mani- 
voulefe, beheld thefe ftrangers amongft them with great pleafure ; and they would 
have thought themfelves deficient both in that hofpitality and afteftion which they 
owed to the pirates, had they in the leafl interrupted their commerce, or prevented 
them from procuring fuch cattle and proviftons as were neceffary for victualling 
their fhipa. 

The Bethalimenes, who are a more economical and courageous people than the 
Antavarres and the Manivoulefe, when they faw that the fource of the wealth of 
the pirates was exhaufted, by the abfolute deftruftion of their marine, began to pre¬ 
pare for returning to their villages with their riches. The Antavarres and the Ma¬ 
nivoulefe would not have oppofed their departure, had not the pirates ufed their ut¬ 
moft endeavours to excite them to plunder, by reprefenting to them, that thefe valua¬ 
ble effects which ou«ht to be the reward of their labour and attachment, would be for 
ever loft to them, if they fuffered them to be carried away, and difperfed in the inte¬ 
rior parts of the country. After a long refiftance, founded folely on that refpeQ: which is 
due to hofpitality, the Antavarres and the Manivoulefe fuffered themfelves to be overcome, 
and hurried into an unjuft war. This cruel war gave rife to all thofe which afterwards 
deluged the north-eaft part of Madagafcar with blood. Before that period thefe people 
lived in peace, and thofe petty divifions of little importance which are infeparable from all 
focieties, never were of long duration, and left behind them no traces of animofity. 
The pirates were artful enough never to be feen in the armies of the Antavarres and the 
Manivoulefe, without affuming the appearance of the ftricleft neutrality. They, how¬ 
ever, fold at a very high price to thefe people, who were their friends", arms and war¬ 
like ammunition ; but while they refufed the like afliftance to the Bethalimenes, they 
fecretly adviied them, in the moft treacherous manner, to exchange with an Euro¬ 
pean veil'd, newly arrived at Foutepointe, their prifoners for fire-arms and ammuni¬ 
tion. Ihe Bethalimenes, highly irritated at the exceffes committed by the Antavarres 
and the Manivoulefe againft them, eagerly followed this advice. By making a brave 
defence they had taken a great number of prifoners ; and as thefe prifoners were a 
burthen to them, they law it would be advantageous to fell them, in order to procure 
fire-arms, which were neceffary to repel the attacks of their enemies. 
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The Bethalimenes were extremely thankful to the pirates for having taught them 
how to make the Antavarres and the Manivoulefe repent of their injuftice, by ena¬ 
bling them to procure arms and ammunition, fufficient to intimidate thefe difturbers of 
their tranquillity. They even found themfclves much better provided with thefe ar¬ 
ticles than their enemies, who were now no longer in a condition to throw any ob- 
ftacles in the way of their departure. Thefe fame iflanders, therefore, who had always 
Ihewn the moll invincible repugnance to fell their prifoners, fjuddenly changed their 
principles on this point; and yet thefe people confider us as cannibals. The efforts 
which the Europeans had incelfantly made to procure Haves, either by force or ftrata- 
gem, contributed not a little to confirm them in this unfavourable opinion. The ene¬ 
mies of the whites, whofe number was very conficlerable, took a pleafure in giving 
ftrength to this odious calumny; and I may venture to affert, that it has been per¬ 
petuated in fuch a manner, from generation to generation, that it ftill fubfifts. If any 
method can be devifed of deftroying fo degrading an accufation, ir certainly mult be by 
carefully educating amongll us feme young Medecaffes, and afterwards lending them 
back to their own country. When they have become acquainted with our manners, 
our arts, and our induftry, -we may eafily infpire them with quite contrary fentiments. 
However little we reflect on the falutary confequences that would enfue from fuch a 
plan, it will appear aftonifhing that it has been fo long neglected. 

If I have allowed myfelf to pafs over in filence the long feries of war which from 
that epoch never ceafed to defolate the northern part of Madagafcar, I cannot help 
obferving, that the pirates alone kindled up among ft thefe iflanders the flames of dif- 
cord ; and, at the fame time, conciliated the affections of the Antavarres and the 
Manivoulefe, as well as that of the Bethalimenes. 

After this, the Europeans no longer difdained to feek their protection. The pub¬ 
lic fale of prifoners ferved to foment the flames of their hatred and vengeance; and 
thele two fcourges united fet no other bounds to their ravages than the entire depo¬ 
pulation of an illand, celebrated by its extent and prodigious fertility. What a num¬ 
ber of victims facrificed to the infatiable avarice of a few plunderers ! 

Ye juft and compaflionate, behold what it has coft, in blood and crimes, to bring 
your colonies to that kind of profperity, the greater part of the advantages of which 
you daily hear exaggerated ; as if that profperity, always precarious, were not more 
apparent than real; fince the opulence of a few is founded only on the inifery and flavery 
of the multitude. 

The ftave-trade, after having ferved to eftablifh the power of the pirates, was of 
no utility to their children. 

Tamfimalo, fon to the daughter of a powerful chief, by an old pirate, celebrated 
for his cunning and depredations, feized the forereign power after the death of his 
father. His reign was fignalized by no extraordinary event, but his memory is ftill 
venerated amongft thefe people; and his refpefted allies repofe at St, Mary, where they 
were depofited in the year 1745, which was the period of his death. 

Tamfimalo was fucceeded by his fon John Harre ; but his power was very limited; 
and his mifconduCt rendered him defpicable in the eyes of his fubjeds. He made 
choice of Foulepointe for the place of his refidence, and left the government of St. Mary 
to his mother and his filler, the latter of whom was known under the name of Betie. 
A little time after the death of Tamfimalo, the Eaft-India Company formed an efta- 
blilhment at St. Mary, and M. Gofl'e was ordered to take pofiefiloa of that ill and in 
the name of the company. In this ceremony, M. Goffe was accompanied by Betie, 
the daughter of Tamfimalo, and the widow of John Ilarre, though this honour, ac- 
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cording to the ufages of the country, belonged to the widow of T.amfimalo, whof'- 
fovereignty was acknowledged. This haughty and imperious woman, highly ouenued 
at that kind of difdain and negleCt with which GolTe fcenied to treat her, fwore that 
Hie would be revenged on him for fo open an infult offered to her dignity, tor a long 
time Goffe defpifed her anger and threats : but this conduct was far from being pru¬ 
dent; and might have brought great misfortunes upon the eftablifhment entrulced to 
his care. Qhftinate fevers, and epidemical difeafes, loon, after weakened the colony, 
and reduced it to a very languilhing condition during the latter end of autumn. Ihe 
directors of the Ifle of France were obliged, therefore, to fend new recruits annually, 
to repair the Ioffes which were occafioned by the infalubrity of the ifland. The mor- 
t dity became fo great towards the conclulion of the year, that it was then called^ the 
Grave of the French. The greateft care, it is true, was taken to fend no perfons thither 
to fettle except fuch as could occafion little hurt to fociety, if they perilhed. 

If Goffe was deficient in attention to the widow of Tamfimalo, he negle&ed, as we 
are affured, no means of pleafing Betie. This charming young woman to an agree¬ 
able figure added a pleafant difpofition ; and the iflanders entertained a much ftroriger 
afleffion for her than for her mother. Betie was not infenfible to the attachment of 
Goffe; and fhe more than once difconcerted the fatal projects of her mother again ft 
the French : but bounds were at length fet to her zeal, over which it was impoffible 
for her to pafs. 

Tamfitnalo’s widow accufed Goffe of having dared to diffurb the allies of her huf- 
band, and of carrying away the riches lhut up in his tomb. This accufation, whether 
juft or unjuft, excited fuch a fermentation that the deft ruffian of the French was from 
that moment irrevocably decreed. The iflanders fell upon their eftablilhment, fet fire 
to it,' and made a general maffacre of its inhabitants. As foon as this fatal event, which 
took place on Chriftmas eve 1754, was known at the Ifle of France, an armed veflel 
received orders to proceed to the entrance of port St, Mary, and to punifh the iflanders 
with the utmofl feverity. The punifliment inflicted on them was indeed terrible ; a 
number of villages were burnt, and feveral large piroguas filled with the natives were 
funk. That in which the widow of Tamfimalo embarked, made ftrong efforts to gain 
the Bay of Antongil, and to efcape from the boats lent in purfuit of her: but in ipite 
of every exertion they got near enough to fire upon it. Tamfimalo’s widow was killed; 
feveral of thofe who accompanied her lhared the fame fate; and the reft, among whom 
was her daughter Betie, were taken prilbners. When Betie was carried to the Ifle of 
France, fhe juftified herfelf before the fiipreme council, by proving that her mother 
alone had been the caufe of the maffacre of the French. She fliewed, at the fame time, 
that her connection with Goffe had endangered her life; and that Ihe could no longer 
be in fafety at St. Mary, as fhe had loft, by her attachment to the French, and the 
efforts which file had made to fave them, the confidence and affection of the iflanders. 
The fupreme council of the Ifle of France, convinced of the innocence of this young 
woman, fent her to her brother John Harre, at Foulepointe, with confiderable prefents, 
requefting her to employ every means poflibleto re-eftablilh peace and concord between 
the natives of that diftridt and the French. Thefe people, terrified by the ravages 
exercifed at St. Mary, had retired to the interior parts of the country ; all commerce 
was fufpended ; and the wants of the Ifle of France required that every method fhould 
bepurfued to revive it. Betie, by the great afceixdancy fhe had over her brother, being 
the propereft perfon to accomplilh this falutary end, fhe united, for that purpo'fe, with 
Bigorne, an intelligent and active man, who had been a foldier in the fervice of the 
Ealt-lndia company. 
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In a little time, Bigorne learned the Malegache language ; and by an open and Ready 
conduct won the affe&ion of the i(landers. To his care and aftivity the colony was in¬ 
debted for the re-eftablilhmemof its commerce. Among all the honourable teftimonies' 
of gratitude which were rendered to him for this fervice, the moft diftinguiihed is that 
of M. Poivre, who, in 175 s }, was an eye-witnefs to the good conduct of this brave foldier. 
That celebrated adrniniftrator, whofe fuffrages cannot be fufpected of prejudice or par¬ 
tiality, has often, in my prefence, paid the higheft compliments to this man, whofe 
memory is Rill refpecled among the iflanders of Madagascar, The influence which he 
had over the minds of thefe people, was however more owing to the goodnefs of his 
character than to his eloquence* 

The fpeeches which he made to thefe people, In their grand affemblies called palabrei , 
were not to be compared to thofe of the Malegache orators* M. Poivre, who aflifted at 
feveral of thefe afifemblies, often told me, that the natural eloquence of the Malegaches 
was truly aftontfhing. He took delight in relating even the moft minute particulars of a 
grand palabre , at which all the neighbouring chiefs, and an immenfe multitude of 
people, were prefect, in order to form a treaty of commerce with the commilfaries of 
the French Eaft-India company. 

The following is. in a few words, the account of It which he gave me: 

The orator, after fainting all the chiefs, advanced towards the French ; made a pro¬ 
found bow to them, and addrefling himfelf to Bigorne, faid : **You know, Bigorne, 
u that for more than eight years the white men have come hither to trade with the 
Malegaches; and can you fay that a white man was ever killed by any of our 
Cf nation ? 

tc We have always received you, not only as brothers, but even as the lords of the 
€6 country. 

“ When the French afked from us oxen and rice, did we ever refufe them ? 
u When they wifhed to raife palifades, and to conftruct houfes, have we not gone 
“ to the forefts to procure timber neceflkry for that purpofe ? 

“ Have thofe who came hither before you, Bigorne, or thofe who are here now, 
cf ever had any caufe of complaint againfi: us? Have they not drawn water from our 
c< fountains? Have they not cut down the trees of our forefts, without any man at 
ie Foulepointe afking them-—why do you fo ? The people in the fouth, as well as thofe 
in the north, and more recently Rill thofe of Sc, Mary, mafTacred the French, and 
* c made war upon them ; but thofe of Foulepointe never attacked any of them ; on the 
contrary they have given them every affiflance in their power, and they have at all 
u times teftified their kindnefs and friendfliip towards them. 

Are the chiefs at Foulepointe then lefs powerful than their neighbours ? 

La Bigorne, they are more fo*—Do they fear to carry on war againft the whites? 
u — No. —Who dare make war on John Harre, the illuftrious ion of Tamflmalo, our 
<c fovereign and our father ? 

u What are the white men who would be rath enough to attack thofe formidable 
“ and invincible chiefs, here prefent, Marouat , Ramify and Ramatao ? 

“ Would we not filed even the laft drop of our blood in their fupport ? 

It is to our friendfhip, therefore, and to our goodnefs of heart alone, that the 
“ French are indebted for the kind treatment which they have experienced at Foule* 
“ pointe, fince they firft frequented that port. 

(£ Let us now examine the conduft of the French towards us* 
tc Why, Bigorne, haft thou erected a palifade of large flakes, much more extenfive 
u and ftronger than that which was ere£ted formerly, without having deigned to afk 
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“ permiffion of John Harre and the other chiefs ? In this haft thou followed the ancient 
« ufaee ? Speak—Anfwer—Haft thou offered them the fmalleft prefent . —But you 
« oblerve filence—You blufh—You are confcious of your gmlt—You look towards 
« them—You beg forgivenefs—Here, in thy name, I afk John Harre, our fovereign, 
« who prefides over this illuftrious affembly, and thefe generous and invincible chiefs, 
« to pardon thy imprudence. We love thee, Bigorne ; but never in future, abufe our 
“ affection—Swear that thou wilt never commit the like faults—Such errors will tor 
« ever alienate from thee, without hopes of return, the hearts of the inhabitants ot 
« Foulepoiute: and to preferve them, take an oath that our interefts and yours fhall be 
« hereafter the fame. Afk, then, of your chiefs here affembled, why, fincetbe arrival 
« of the laft feven lliips, the captains have ftill negleOed to make the ulual preients, 
« which ferve to promote a good underftanding in thofe exchanges which the whites 
« wifh to make with the Malegaches ? Why have not there veffels brought effects to 
« pay the debts contrafted above a year ago by the French ? 

,£ We have fold them, on credit, according to the rules of fair dealing, provisions 
« of every kind, without any other fecurity than fmall bits of paper, which contained, 
££ as you allured us, apromife of being paid in three moons. "Why has thia folemn 
££ promife remained till the prefent day undifeharged ? 1 his certainly is compelling us 
£t to give up all commerce with the whites, or at leaft to entirely withdraw that confix 
“ deuce which we had in their words and oaths. 

“ A large veffel which touched here laft year was iu the mo ft urgent want of pro- 
££ vilions, without having efte&s neceffary to purchafe them. The merchants of Foule- 
t£ pointe, however, fupplied the crew with oxen and rice, and at the fame price at 
“ which they could have bought them for ready money. 

££ They promifed to fend us payment by the firft veffel which fhould come from the 
£t Ifle of France. Since that period twelve have arrived j but they all refufed to pay 
** this juft debt. 

££ Will you now fay, Bigorne, that the people of Foulepointe have behaved dif- 
“ hoiieflly to the French ? 

* £ Will you fay aifo, that, in giving a trade-mufket in exchange for an ox, you pay 
£ * too dear ? 

££ Will you fay that two yards of blue cloth is the juft value of a meafure of rice, 
££ weighing fifty pounds? You either think us very ignorant of the price of provifions 
££ at the life of France, or you have formed the mad project of giving laws to us in- 
££ ftead of receiving them. 

££ Is it not true,” continued the orator, addrefling himfelf to the Affembly, “ that 
t£ you wifh to deal with thefe ftrangers hereafter on jufter and more equitable terms?” 

The affembly teftified by a general and tumultuous acclamation, that this was their 
defire. 

Bigorne then wifhed to elevate his voice; but the orator commanded him to be filentj 
and relumed his difeourfe, by the order of John Harre and the other chiefs. 

££ The following,” faid he, “ are the conditions preferibed by the merchants of Foule- 
“ pointe : The meafure of rice fhall be diminilhed, when, in meafuring it, the whites 
“ endeavour to heap up the rice, by knocking on the bottom of the meafure, in order 
“ to increafe its contents : they will not fuffer the meafure to be heaped as here- 
“ tofoie.” 

This obfervation made the affembly fmile. 

t£ An ox fhall no longer be given in exchange for a paltry trade-fufee : a good foldier’s 
“ mulket fhall be the price of an ox.’’ 
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“ A piece of blue cloth lb all contain two yards, according to the ancient meafure. 

te The bambou of powder lhall be increafed in fuch a manner, that three bambous 
<c fhall contain an hundred charges for a mu/ket. 

“ The people of Foulepointe, who ferve the whites in quality of fcullions or domeftics, 
“ lhall receive a trade-fufee as wages for thirty days fervice.” 

After this the orator, addreffing the chiefs and the aflembly, laid, “ Are not thefe 

your lateft wifhes ?”—The cry of “ Yes” then refoynded from all quarters, inter¬ 
mixed with Ihouts of praife and approbation. 

' When this noife had fubfided, the orator cried out with a voice like thunder, a You. 
“ hear, Bigorne, the wifli of the Palabre ; it is the law of the chiefs, it is the delire 
** of the people who trade with the whites. Explain fully to your mailers what I have 
<c juft now propofed.—If they accept thefe conditions, we lhall confirm the treaty by 
tc a folemn facrifice. If they will not accept it, they may depart. We have no pro- 
tf vifions to give them.” 

Bigorne tranilated word for word to M. Poivre the fpeech which I have here related 
and the latter was obliged to interpofe his authority, in order to prevent him from 
reproaching the orator for his vehemence. Bigorne was not accuftomed to be treated 
with fo little ceremony by thefe people; and this lelfon feemed to hurt him the 
more, as it was given before officers honoured with the confidence of the Eaft-India 
Company. 

M. Poivre, on the contrary, beheld the energy of thefe favages with pleafure. He 
was ftruck with the force and folidity of their reafoning; but, being intrufted with 
the interefts of the company, it was not in his power to make any alteration in the 
ufual price of provifions. He ordered Bigorne to communicate this to the aflembly 
and to aflure them, at the fame time, that the merchants of Foulepointe would be im¬ 
mediately and generoully paid for all the commodities with which they had fupplied 
the French. He likewife granted an augmentation of falary to thofe domeftics who 
were in the fervice of the whites; and accompanied all his promifes with the moll 
polite expreffions, and fuch as were likely to awaken the fen Ability of the chiefs. Whilft 
he thus treated them as friends and brothers, he recommended peace and concord to 
them, in the ftrongeft terms; and gave them to underftand, that the conduct of all 
thofe whites who Ihould not entertain the fame fentimenrs and refpect for them, would 
be generally difapproved. The fpeech of M. Poivre, delivered in the Malegache lan¬ 
guage by Bigorne, feemed to make more impreffion on the orator than on the affem- 
bly; and it was only in confequence of the advice given by the former, that the treaty 
was agreed upon by a general acclamation. 

The conclufion of this treaty was a matter of the utmoft importance. The wants 
of the vefiels were urgent: for, as they contained fix hundred men, three oxen 
a day, with a proportionable quantity of rice, were neceflary to fupply them with 
provifions. 

This treaty was ratified with the utmoft folemnity. The orator flaughtered a viftim; 
received the blood in an earthen veflel; and mixed with it fea-water, pimento, gun- 
flints broken, and bruited very fine, and a fmall quantity of earth and gunpowder,, 
moiftened with tafia, or fpirit made from the fugar-cane. Two leaden bullets ferved 
him to pound thefe different ingredients, in order to form a kind of beverage, which 
he wilhed the devil might convert into poifon for all thofe who, having drunk of it, 
Ihould not adhere to their oath. lie then took two lances, or afiagays, and dipped the 
points of them in the liquor, while John Harre fprinkled a few drops of it upon the 
ground. 
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The orator, afterwards, taking a knife in his right hand, arid fird invoking the God 
of ihe whites, and then that of the blacks, begged them with a loud voice to infpife 
into the hearts of both} peace, amity, concord, and fincerity. 

Then ftriking with his knife the points of the two affagays, which he had dipped 
into the liquor, lie denounced the mod horrid maledictions and imprecations againd 
thofe who fliould infringe the treaty. 

“ If the whites,” laid he, “ break their oath, may this beverage become poilbn to 
<c them; may thofe hurricanes which rulh with fury from the four quarters of the 
<£ heavens, fall upon their veffels ; may they be fwallowed up by the waves ; and may 
the bodies of thefe wicked men be torn by the formidable menders which inhabit 
“ the abyffes of the lea. 

‘ r Hear, John Harre—liften to the voice of the powerful genius who infpires me: 
“ Should the people of Foulepninte be fo bafe and fo worth lefs as to violate this 
“ folemn treaty, may they perifh by the fword of the enemy ; may their bellies burft ; 
“ and may their filthy carcafes becoine food for the crocodiles. 

“ Mud not the invtfible fpirit who prefides at this affembly be avenged ? Mud he 
“ not punifh the perjured, fince he receives their oaths ? All men, whether white or 
black, ate before him ; all are^fubjected to his fupreme will ; and he requires from 
" us all, under the pain of incurring punifhments equally terrible and fevere, the fame 
<c fidelity, and the fame fincerity.” 

Rabefin (this was the name of the orator) pronounced thefe horrid imprecations 
three times; and with fo much vehemence in his fpeech and geltures, that they made 

an impreffion upon the affembly, of which it would be impofiible to convey an idea by 
words, J * 


Whddthe affembly were m tins date of fear and terror, John Harre and the other 
chiefs with a trembling hand put about a fpoonful of'their difgufling liquor into a leaf 
oi raven, and fwallowed it, with the moft horrid grimaces. Their example was fol¬ 
lowed by the greater part of thofe who afiided at the ceremony : but feme of the 
french men contented^hemfelves with only feigning to do it, no twit hftand mg the preffintr 
invitation of Bigorne, who, without doubt, believed this ridiculous and difagreeable 
farce nectfiary, if not to the fuccefs, at lead to the folidity of the treaty S 

Rabefin then proceeded to facrifice the vidtims; and a grand feafc accompanied 
with dancing, mufic, and fports, terminated, rather in a noify but joyful manner this 
celebrated palabre. I have defenbed the ceremonies praftifed at this affembly in pre¬ 
ference to any of thofe at which 1 affifted, merely becaufe it related to affiiirs of The 
utmoft importance; and by doing lo I have, I think, attained the end which I ou X 

peoX “ i "' ght ‘ ketCh ° f ^ “i- 

The morning after the condufion of the treaty, the market at Foulepointe was dored 
with every thing in abundance: the veffels, therefore, made hade to take in thdr 
q—yofpvifums; winch they did foon, and at a very final 1 expence 

When M, Poivre arrived m France, he rrave a bi/nm-,tL c _ _ 

conduct to the EafUndia Company. L a Bkorne was th™ ac . co V nt of La Btgorne’s 

pomte; but on the recommendation of M. Pofvre he receivedT comm' Ir*** at F ° U,e * 
in the whole ifland of Madagafcar, under the orders S,hi . co ™ mifi,on t° manage, 
France, all affaire relating fo .rede aT^ v°a„X^ “f °J 

France becaufe he had made war on Join, Harre.’ We are dm h°[ 
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utmoft endeavours to preferve peace at Foulepointe; but that he was, at length, obliged 
openly to fupport feveral chiefs, allies of the French, who had caufe to complain°of 
the violence and depredations of John Harre, whofe propenfity to vice and debauchery 
increafed every day, 3 

IJie chiefs who were enemies to John Uarre united together, in order to prevail 
on Eigorne to take the command of their armies, ihis brave foldier did not, how¬ 
ever, yield to their entreaties, but on conditions which muft have appeared very 
ftrange to the ravages. He openly declared, that if he affumed the command of their 
troops, he would take the prudent precaution not to expofe himfelf to the enemies 
fne; becnule his death would infallibly occafion the deftruftion of thofe warriors 
who fought under his ftandards, A general, who, following only the impulfe of his 
courage, fuffers himfelf to be hurried into the thickeft of the battle, is np longer able 
to difpofe his forces in the raofl advantageous manner; the army is then abfolutely 
without a chief; the combatants are confequently thrown into diforder; and chance 
only decides the victory, 

I do not know whether the Medecaffes were ftruck with La Bigorne’s reafons. 
People without difcipline, and who have no idea of the advantages which always refult 
from good order and perfect harmony, muft have believed that General Bigorne had 
more abilities than courage. However, after (hewing fome marks of aftoniihment and 
furprife, they ranged themfelves under his banners. La Bigorne then made them go 
through fome very Ample manoeuvres; and finding them fubmiffive, and refolved to 
execute his orders punctually, he led them towards the enemy. When the two armies 
were in fight of each other, he renewed his prohibition of beginning the combat until 
he had given the fignal. 

The army of John Harre was more numerous and much ftronger than that of 
La Bigorne; but the pofition of the latter feemed to promife him the moft complete 
victory, fliould John Harre venture to attack him. John Harre, not having fufficient 
abilities to judge of his difadvantageous fituation, charged the enemy with vigour; 
but he was repulfed in fo terrible a manner that he was obliged to feek fafety by flight, 
ritis chief, therefore, who had hitherto been accounted invincible, was overcome 
merely by the fkilfuf difpofition of a man, who- did not appear in the engagement, and 
who was even at fome diftance from the field of battle. 

John Harre, having afterwards learned that La Bigorne dire fled the movements of 
the army which had defeated him, obferved, « How could 1 defend myfelf againft the 
“ invifible fpirit of a white man who attacked me ? But, in order to be revenged, 
“ I will quit Foulepointe, and retire to the bay of Antongii. My removal from that 
“ port will alarm the merchants of Foulepointe; the markets will no longer be fup- 
“ plied ; commerce will in the mean time fufFer ; and La Bigorne’s chiefs will recall 

him to the Kle of France. My departure from Foulepointe, therefore, feems to pro- 
“ mife me a fpeedy deliverance from my moft formidable enemy.” 

What John Harre had predicted foon afterwards took place. His defeat had oc- 
cafioned, great forrow at Foulepointe; and his departure put an entire ftop to com¬ 
merce. Some of the chiefs, friends to Bigorne, made vain efforts to bring provifions 
to the markets; for the merchants at Foulepointe oppofed them as much as they 
could. The French veffels, which had come to that port for refrefhments, after endea¬ 
vouring, without effect, toreftore peace and concord among thefe people, were obliged 
to repair to the Hie of France, in a very deplorable ftate, and in the utmoft want of 
the moft common neceffaries. On their united complaints La Bigorne was recalled 
and difgraced: yet we are affured that he was not guilty; and that few men in his 
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place would have fuffered fo long the oppreflive and infolent behaviour of John Harre. 
I lliould be glad that I could believe this to be the cafe: but his condu& will always 
appear reprehenfible to thofe who think they have no right to prefciibe i ules and to 

give laws in a foreign country. , T , TT 

However this may be, La Bigorne’s departure brought back John Harre to rotue- 
pointe. Oil his arrival he met with a much better reception than he had any title to ex¬ 
pect j and commerce foon began to refume its wonted activity: but matters did not 
long remain in this tranquil fituation. The flames ofdifcord were not yet extinguished ; 
hatred and animofity ftill continued to foment them; but, at length, after a tedious 
war, the ifland of Madagafcar was delivered from this turbulent and formidable tyrant, 
who could live in peace neither with his allies nor his fubjefts. He was killed in 1767 
by the Maniyoulefe j and his fpoils ferved to enrich the enemy, and to augment their 
power. 

His fon Taw inherited only a fmall part of his father’s poffeffions, as he was too 
young not to be fatisfied with what was given him. Of the reign of this prince I fliall 
fay nothing, though I had an opportunity of being particularly acquainted with him ; 
for, as he had neither fpirit nor abilities, he never performed any adion of fufficient im¬ 
portance to merit a place here. 

At the time when John Harre died, the Ifles of France and Bourbon were not under 
the diredion of the Eall India Company. The king had refumed the management of 
them, and had appointed M. Poivre to be intendant of that colony. Bigorne then no 
■longer found any obftacle to prevent his returning to Foulepoinre, where his prefence, 
on account of certain circumftances, was become highly neceffary. On his arrival he 
received from the inhabitants the moll flattering teftimonies of friend (hip and efteem. 
The ftrong idea which the iflanders had before entertained of his talents and integrity, 
caufed him to be chofen arbiter of all their differences. He re-eftablifiied peade in the 
northern part of Madagafcar; and M. Poivre had nothing to bellow upon him but 
praifes for his good condud. I was particularly acquainted with him, when I viliced 
Madagafcar in 1768, and I can fully certify that he deferved them. M. Poivre, who 
honoured me with his friendlhip and confidence, being defirous of procuring for his 
celebrated garden at Montplaijir, known at prefent by the name of the Kings Botanical 
Garden in the IJle of France, the rareft and mofl ufeful plants of that ifland, call his eyes 
upon me as a perfon proper for making that valuable collection. He, indeed, could 
not have given a richer prefent to the colony entrufted to his care. This able adminil- 
trator never fuffered a veffel to depart without requefting the captain, or foine intelligent 
officer, to bring him the various productions of the countries which they were going to 
vifit; and this demand was always accompanied with proper inltructions. The garden 
of Montplaifir thus became, in his hands, one of the richeft nurferies known, fince it 
contains the molt valuable plants of the four quarters of the world. 

On my arrival at Foulepointe I did not find La Bigorne ; and this difappointment 
gave me the more uneafmefs, as he was particularly enjoined to afford me every affift- 
ance in his power to accomplifli the objeCt of my million. However, after examining 
the whole environs of Foulepointe, I fet out to join him at Mananharre, a village fituated 
at the entrance of the bay of Antongil. In my way thither I traverfed the ifland of 
St. Mary, where I remained as long as was neceffary for ftudying its different produc¬ 
tions : and I did not reach Mananharre till the eighth day after my departure from 
Foulepointe. 

La Bigorne received me with every mark of attention, and gave me a variety of in¬ 
formation, of which I have been here able to infert only a few fliort extracts. With 
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him I vifited the moft interefting places in the neighbourhood of the great bay of An- 
tongil, and with him I faw thole aftonilhing quarries of rock cryftal, the mafles of 
which are fo enormous as almoft to furpafs belief. But let me not lole fight of my ob- 
jeG, and proceed to give an account of die eftablilhments formed by the French in the 
northern part of Madagafcar. 

1 lhall terminate what appeared to me moll remarkable on this fubjeft by an account 
of that of Benyowlki. This large eftablifhment, which was formed under the adminil- 
tration of M. de Boynes, coft an immenfe fum of money; had no fuccefs; and ended 
in a very tragical manner. 

Benyowlki has been. fo. much celebrated that it may not be here improper to give a 
fhort account of his principal adventures: but that I may not venture to fay any thing 
without, good authority, I fhall tranfcribe the memoir which he delivered to the gem 
tlemen intrufted with the management of the Ifle of France. This memoir was difperfed 
fo much throughout the colony, that it was eafy for me to procure a copy of it. I have 
not made the leaft corre&ion in it; becaufe I thought it a matter of importance to ex¬ 
hibit in every point of view this audacious man, whofe fcandalous behaviour colt mil¬ 
lions to France, and brought new calamities on Madagafcar. 

Letter of Baron d’Aladar, known at present under the name of 
Benyowski, to the Governor of the Isle of France. 

“ IT is with the utmoft pleafure and eagernefs, inlpired by my .zeal and the delire 
tl I have of ferving you, that I proceed to fatisfy you refpe&ing what you require 
44 of me. 

“ Born a Hungarian, of the illuftrious family of the barons de Benyowlki, I ferved 
“ in quality of general in the armies of the emprefs our fovereign. My father was of 
*■ the houfe of Aladar XIII. and my mother of that of the counts de Rcrary: I am 
“ confequently a Pole by extraftion. 

“ ht *765, the king of Poland, elector of Saxony, being dead, and his kingdom 
tc invaded, I went to Warlaw, to fupport the in ter ells of a prince in the midft of 
tc trouble, and of the fubverfion of celebrated ftalutes, and of the firft members of the 
“ ftate. lhe grandees of the Kingdom had been arrefted by a fecret order; and as I 
** was of the party of the prince bifhop of Cracaw, and other magnates, a requell was 
“ made that I might be arrefted by prince Repnin, the Ruflian minifter. Informed of 
” this defign, and not knowing what to do, I repaired, as fpeedily as I could, to a friend 
“ of prince Radziwil, whofe proteffion I folicited. Here I ftaid till the general con- 
44 federation of Bar was declared, to which being invited by marlhal Pulawlky, I im- 
tc mediately entered into that of Cracaw, under the command of Marlhal de Csarnowlky. 
“ Being admitted as an officer into the regiment of Caftres, I was made a prifoner bv 
“ the Mufcovites, who had taken Cracaw. I, however, ranfomed myfelf for the fum 
“ of two thoufand ducats, and afterwards entered into the confederation of Bar, where 
*' having obtained the rank of colonel and general, I ferved againft the Mufcovites, 
44 under the command of Fortality-Svaniecz, and combated the enemy, as is proved in 
44 the a£ts of the confederation. The enemy being expelled, I received orders to go 
44 to Turkey with M. Pulawlky. The bacha of Natolia and Chotyn received me with 
44 friendihip, and gave me afliftance of troops and money, with which immediately 
44 entering the kingdom of Poland, I fuftained a combat againft the Ruffians, near 
44 Pruth, where L was wounded and taken. I was then carried to Riovia, where'I 
VOL. xvi. 5 h found 
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« found marfhal Czarnolky, count Potolky, and young Pularfky, with three thou- 


“*fand men. . „ . 

“ Being afterwards removed to Cazim, I patted. Nezm and luta ; and, by means 
« of a German furgeon, I tranfmitted to his eminence the pnnce bilhop or Cracaw, 
« who was at Kaluga, a letter, in which I Informed him of my misfortune. I he 
« governor of Cazan, M. Gualhin Samirini, fullered me, like the reft of the prifoners, 

4C to enjoy my liberty in the City. ■ f , 

« On the 15th of Auguft 17695 I tfas vifited by a Ruffian officer, who privately 
« gave me letters from the captive princes, with orders to carry them to Kaluga. 
« conferring with the principals, and taking their advice on this fubject, I 

efcaped to Cazan, by pretending to the governor that I had an ardent defire to vifit 
cc the copper mines, and arrived without any accident at Kaluga, aflifted by colonel 
Bachenietriew,'the governor of Fortuity, who was of the party of the prifoners. 

« I had been appointed to treat personally with the princes and magnates ; and it 
<c was agreed, that, confining myfelf to a few expeditions* I fhould fet out for Peteri- 
fi burgh. I even repaired without delay to Quorfum ; and, taking up my quarters 
« in the houfe of colonel Soacfek, I finiflied the expedition according to my engage- 
** merit, When on the point of returning to Cafan, I was arretted by orders of 
« the emprefs of Ruffia; and as nothing certain was known refpeaing my private 
« flight, I was Tent prifoner to Kaluga, to which 1 had been dilpatched by the princes. 

“ Having formed a friendfhip with the governor, we entered into a treaty, by which, 
« with the affiftance of Toga, we engaged to retire into Poland ; and the governor 
had difpofed every thing to facilitate our efcape, when, on the 18 th of October 
* c 1769, an officer of the guards arrived from Peterfburgh with orders to arreft the 
governor ; but the governor prevented him by putting him to death ; and, leeking 
u fafety by flight, left us all prilbners. Th^t very day we were loaded with chains,. 
** and condu&ed to Peterlburgh, where it was impoflible for me to hear any farther 
** news of my companions in adverfity* 

u I was fhut up in the private prifon of Fortality ; and, on the fourth day after 
* c being obliged to appear before Orlow and Czernichew, I was interrogated re- 
fpeding feveral points. As they could draw nothing from my anfwers, even by 
threats, they promifed me a pardon, in the name of the emprefs, if I would fwear 
u fidelity to her Majefly, and difcover thofe fecrets with which I had been entruftcd* 
** On my refufmg to comply with thefe terms, I was remanded to prilon, from which, 
“ by means of an officer, 1 wrote to prince Lobkowitz, her Majelty^ lieutenant; but 
** I received no anfwer. Some days after, having appeared before the commiffion, I' 
was compelled to fign the following paper: 

<c /, the underjigned , acknowledge that I net only wifhed to break my chains , but that I 
u committed an ajfaffination , and have been guilty of treafon againjl her Imperial Majejiy ; 
rc and if her Majefly, through her natural goodnefs 7 fhall be pleafed to foften the rigour 
“ of my fenience s I hereby engage , after recovering my liberty 7 never to fet a foot again in 
the dominions of her Majejiy 7 much lefs to bear arms againjl her . 

w Baron Maurice Auguttus Aladar de Benyowfld, 
§i Peterfburghj Nov. 22d 1769; General of the fivft Confederation/* 


tfi After figning this paper, I was fent back to confinement ^ and on the 24th of 
<c November, at midnight, an officer appeared, at the head of twenty-eight men, who 
“ having put irons on my legs, hurried me into a carriage, and proceeded towards 
“ Mofcow, I had as my companion in misfortune major Vynblat \ and, deprived of 
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all nourifhment except bread and water, we paffed through Nizncy, Kuzmodem, 
<c Janfkoy, and Solichanfzky, where the officer who was entrufted with the care of 
“ conducing us, fell ill, which obliged us to remain there fome days, 

tc On the 28th of December the fame year, one of the foldiers came and told 
c< me that a body of guards, who were conducting fome prifoners, had flopped at 
“ a place not far diftant. As they were in our neighbourhood, they wifhed very 
much to fee people who were unfortunate like themfelves; and prevailed on their 
cc officer to conduct them to us in the night-time. When they arrived, I immediately 
u perceived his ferene highnefs the prince bifhop of Cracaw, whole tears prevented 
u him from fpeaidng; but we were not long permitted to fee each other. Having 
M feparated, we purfued our journey, in company, but in different carriages, as far 
€i as Tobolfh, the capital of Siberia, After a very fhort jftay there, we crofTed the 
defarts of Tartary, drawn by dogs, without hearing any thing of the reft. We fuf- 
fered much from hunger j and, after traverfing Siberia, we found fome exiled officers 
tc of different nations, 

fC At length, on the 20th of May, 1770, we reached the Port of Ochozk, where we 
tc were kindly received by Pleniftere, the governor* Soon after two Ruffian officers 
* e arrived, who faid they belonged to the guards of their highnefies the princes detained 
at Kaluga, and with whom 1 formed an intimate friendfhip. 

tc On the 3d of September the fame year, we were put on board a fhip, and con* 
<c veyed to the port of Bolfao. On the 24th of December I received a letter from the 
“ bifhop of Cracaw, by a merchant, who transmitted it to me. It informed me that 
the princes were removed to the northern part of Tartary, towards Anadyo; and 
<c that a troop of Ruffian foldiers were preparing to revolt, in order to releafe them* 
** I immediately wrote to major Vynblat, to inform him what he fhould do to procure 
us our liberty alfo. For my part I rendered myfelf the friend of the officer Cure* 
“ finim, who never quitted me \ and he not only facilitated the means of my efcaping, 
** but even opened his purfe to me. 

€C Our affairs were in this fftuation when we w r ere joined by two exiled Ruffian 
Ci officers, who told ine, that near us there was a prifoner clofely guarded, who was 
“ fuppofed to be a perfon of great diftinftion, and who had been kept in irons feven 
M years. No perfon could give us any fatisfaftory account of him : we were only told 
that he was ten or eleven years of age, and that he was entrufted to the care of an 
cc old officer, who wifhed very much for his deliverance. I conceived then a project 
cc of gaining the friendfhip of this officer, who willingly liftened to my propofals. He 
u revealed to me the name of the prifoner ; who was indeed of an illuftrious birth; 
Cl and we concerted together a plan for his efcape, taking each of us an oath that we 
would exert ourfelves to the ufmoft to make it fucceed. 

u It was on the 25th of May, that, with the affiffance of God, we intended to pro- 
€£ cure our liberty at the price of our blood. As I was the only perfon who under- 
<c flood how to work a fhip, I was appointed the chief of the enterprife. The confpU 
racy, however, being difeovered on the 21ft of April, the governor ordered me to 
46 be carried away in the night, for the fecond time, with an intention of conveying 
<f me to fome other place. Mv brethren in diflrefs, frightened at this blow, came to 
44 me on the 26th, and begged me to relieve them. The affair was eafy. The lieu- 
f< tenant, who was on guard over me, having caufed arms to be carried privately to 
« his habitation, fupplied me and all my companions, at the head of whom I took 
46 poffeflion of the fort on the night of the 27 th, In this aft ion the governor and fome 
others were killed in rbe commencement of the attack, while a few of my people 
u only were flightly wounded* « 
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« Next morning the foldiers and Coflacks wilhed to enter fword in hand into the 
« town of Bolfao, the inhabitants of which, terrified, after the fecond and third dn- 
« charge of our mufketry, furrendered on the 29th of April. I entered triumphantly 
<£ into the town of Kamfchatka, and no one appeared to oppofe me. I immediately 
<« fent people to feize the veflels which were in the harbour; and went mytelt 
te with fome others to Zamicka, where I arretted the fecretary of the fen ate, who had 
« arrived from Peterlburgh, and obliged him to deliver up all the letters of the 
« chancery. After taking every thing that belonged to me and two hundred in- 
« habitants of Kamfchatka, I went down to the harbour, where I feized on three lhips, 
* [ c hofe for myfelf the ftrongeft, and left the reft difmafted, 

« Having freed this veffel, which was called the St. Peter, from the ice, I embarked 
« with every thing neceffary, and fet fail on the 12 th of May 1771. X had fixity feven 
« perfons with me on board, viz. eight officers, eight married women, and a 
« young woman known by the title of the Princefs: the reft confifted of the crew. 
« In this manner I departed from Kamfchatka, and paffing the latitude of 52 0 5 s 7 , 
tc entered the channel of the Kurile ifles, commonly called Jedfo . 

** Purfuing my courfe towards the north-eaft, I landed on the illand of Bernighiana, 
“ fituated to the eaft, under the fifty-fifth degree of latitude, and the ninth meridian 
« from the port which L had left. Here I found M. Qchotyn, with eighty men. 
“ This Polifh officer, according to what he related, had faved himfelf in the fame 
« manner as I, and had eftablifhed himfelf with his crew in thofe American iflands 
« called Alentis.- He had formed an alliance with the inhabitants of the country ; 
« and his people had contracted marriages amongft them. In this illand I left three 
“ of my men ; and he gave me letters to fhew wherever 1 might judge it neceffary to 
“ do fo. 

“ On the 26th of May, fleering away a confiderable diftance from that ifland, I 
te found the fea covered with ice, which obliged me on the 2d of June to land at 
** the ifland of Aladar, fituated under the iixty-firft degree of latitude, and the 
“ twenty-fecond meridian from Kamfchatka. On the 9th of June I again put to fea, 
M and direfting my route towards the fouth-eafl, fell in, according to my reckoning, 
“ with the point of the American continent, under the fixtieth degree of latitude, and 
" the twemy-fixth meridian from Kamfchatka. Sailing then towards the fifty-firft 
** degree of latitude, on account of the violence of the wind, I afterwards changed 
“ my courfe towards the fouth-wefl j and on the aoth of June arrived at an illand 
w known to the Ruffians by the name of Urum-Sir , or the ifland of Xti, fituated 
** under the latitude of 53 0 45', and diftant 15 0 58' of longitude from Kamfchatka. 

** Here I formed a friendfhip with the Americans, which induced me to remain 
fome days amongft them j but on the 27th of June I fet fail, fleering fouth-weft, 
“ and kept at fea till the 30th, when I difcovered, in the latitude of 46° 6', and ten 
« degrees of longitude from Kamfchatka, a land inhabited likewife by Ruffians; but I 
“ could not go on fhore on account of contrary winds, which, notwithftanding all my 
** efforts, carried me to a great diftance from it. Having, therefore, formed a defign 
“ of refuming my ancient route, after fuffering a long time from the inconflancy of 
“ the winds, and finding that our water was exhaufted, fo that we were obliged to 
“ drink fea-water, rendered potable with flour and whale oil, I landed, on the 15th 
« of July, on an ifland, which lies in the latitude of 32" 45', and in longitude 
“ 334* 45' f rotI1 Kamfchatka. This illand was inhabited, and the beauty of its 
“ fituation, added to other attractions, induced me to give it the name or Liamrii. 
I quitted it on the 22d, and directing my courfe weftward, arrived, on the 28th, 
at Kilingur , a Japanefe port, fituated in latitude 34 0 and longitude 343° from Kamf- 
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l< chatka. This port is clofe to a town and citadel, where we were kindly received by 
te the inhabitants, who gave us a fupply of provifions. 

fs On the 1 11 ; of Augufl I quitted this port, and on tile 3d landed at Meaco, where 
“ I was infulted by the Japanefe, whom 1 found very untra&able. Defirous of proceed- 
“ ing thence to the Philippines, I continued my route Towards the fouth, and, coaft- 
tl ing along fome other iflands for feveral days, landed in the ifie of Ufona, in latitude 
“ 27“ 28', and longitude 335". 

“ Being perfectly well received by the people of this ifland, I fpent fome days 
w amongft them: they fupplied me with abundance of provifions; and after a mutual 
** treaty I failed for the ifland of Formoja. Having entered a port in latitude 23 0 13', 
“ and longitude 223% I found mylelf attacked by the inhabitants, who killed three of 
“ my men. After avenging their death, the winds always contrary obliged me to 
<c make for the continent of China, coafting along foine fmall iflands known under the 
te name of Pifcatoria ; and want of water compelled me to enter by open force into 
“ Tanafoa, and to attack the Chinefe, who endeavoured to prevelit me from procuring 
a fupply. I then failed for Macao, a city belonging to her mod Faithful Majefty, 
(c where 1 arrived on the 22d of September 1771. 

“ In this place 1 was received with every mark of ftiendfhip, by the Sieur Salema 
<c de Saldanha, the governor, and obtained per million for me and my crew to land ; 
“ but we left our arms in the fhip, in order that we might excite no fufpicion. Here 
“ I learned that there was a league of ftiendfhip between our auguft fovereigns j and 
** being dtfirous of keeping a fecret, in which they were interefted, I afked permilSon 
** to hoiftthe flag of his mod Chriftian Majefty, which I obtained. 

“ What can I fay more to your excellency, that your own people are not able to 
“ inform you ol ? Having tranfported my baggage 10 the houle of M. de Robjen, the 
M prefident of the council now in China, I embarked on the 17th of January, with my 
** crew, in two trading veficls, and arrived fafe and found in the Ifie of France, where 
w I have drawn up the prefejit relation: 1 beg, therefore, that you would be pleafed 
“ to order me a Jpeedy paffage to Europe. 

“ I fhall every where acknowledge this favour received from your ftiendfhip, and 
“ fhall be eternally devoted to your fervice. 

Ifle of France “ I am your Excellency’s moft humble Servant, 

March 21, 1772. “ Baron Maurice Augujius d’Aladar ds Bev.yowjki, 

“ General of the Firft Confederation.” 


ONE cannot help feeling fome emotions of furprize on feeing that Benyowlki has 
omitted every thing that might have tended to direct navigators in the route fromKam- 
fchatka to China, by the way of Japan. Nothing is necefiary but the elements of the 
nautical fcience to enable one to remark foundings and anchorage ; to point out the 
ftrength and diredion of the winds ; to determine the variations of the needle j to fix 
the fituation of the principal capes and quickfamls; and, in fhort, to give, if not the 
longitude, at leaft the latitude of the moft remarkable places. 

The journal of the pilot entrufted with the care of the vefiel, ought certainly to have 
informed him refpecting all thefe particulars. 

A traveller of abilities, or only animated with a defire of rendering himfelf ufeful, 
when he vifited diftant countries, and traverfed paflages little frequented by European 
fhips, w'ould not have negleded details indifpenfably necefiary to thefafety and improve¬ 
ment of navigation. Benyowfki, however, boafted of the extent of his knowledge, 

and 
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antl of having difcovered a new route for going from Kamfchatka to China : but tne 
journal of his voyage, while it proves that he was ignorant even of the molt common 
and technical terms ufed in navigation, leaves no document, or certain, traces ol the 

courle which he fays he purfued. _ , . 

This accufation is not made without fufficient reafon. I appeal for the juftneis or it 
to all thofe who, like me, law him arrive from Canton at the Ifle of France. I hey 
will all certify, that, with a view to render the account of his adventures more romantic, 
he publicly declared, that in a fmall veffel badly equipped, and almoft deftitute of pro- 
vilions, or rather having nothing to fubfift on but dried filh, he quitted, on his depar¬ 
ture from Kamfchatka, the Afiatic coaft in order to go to America. Over and above, 
this intrepid adventurer was not afraid to aftirin before' experienced feamen, thdt he 
went on Ihore on fome unknown land, fituated to the north of California. This ft range 
affertion gives rife to a multitude of objections. The diftreffed Situation of his veil'd 
rendered his narration very improbable : befides, the Ihort journal which he had the 
imprudence to publilh, made no mention of that land fituated to the north of California, 
and much lefs of its productions. On the laft article, above all, Benyowlki appeared 
to be exceedingly embarraffed; and he could find no means of delivering himielf from 
importunate quellions, but by faying that he referved for his court atone, the honour 
of being made acquainted with the particulars of his important difeoveries. 

This evafion was not attended with fuccefs, A general map of the world was pre- 
fented to him, and he was defired to trace out the Courfe of his voyage, after being 
affured that fuch a flight Iketch could not expofe him ; but Benyowlki refufed. M. 
Poivre, then intendant of the Ifle of France, was extremely glad that thefe efforts were 
made in his prefence, to detect the impudent impofture of this ftranger. That en¬ 
lightened adminiftrator prudendy avoided taking any part in them; but he made ufe 
of this clofe attack to infpire M. deBoynes with a juft and falutary fufpicion of the pre¬ 
tended difeoveries of Benyowlki. If, as we ftm.Il fee hereafter, this information did not 
produce the intended effect, it would certainly be highly illiberal to throw out even the 
llighteft reproaches againft him, on that account. However, the relation given by 
Benyowlki, of his romantic adventures, was fufficient to ruin, in the opinion of the 
public, this man, who was not alhamed to produce before a generous people a fcanda- 
lous declaration, in which he owned himfelf guilty of an execrable crime. This 
•ftranger, laid they, is not a madman ; and yet he wilhes to perfuade us that force and 
rigorous means were ufed to deprive him of his innocence, and to caufe him to fign a 
deed, which, while it difgraces and debafes him, renders him odious and fufpefted. 
What exprelfion in our language is ftrong enough to chara&erife the unparalleled im¬ 
pudence of this ftranger, who thus allowed himfelf to fpread an accufation more de¬ 
grading to himfelf than to his enemies ? 

Is there a country in the world where the open acknowledgment of an affaff nation 
is the means of recovering liberty ? What could have been the end of this fcandalous 
declaration ?—Is it not poflible to difeover the motive of it ? 

Whilft I exprefs my fentiments in this manner, I am only the faithful interpreter of 
that univerfal fentiment of indignation with which the people of the Ifle of France were 
infpired, when they read Benyowiki’s improbable relation. It was an objeft of cenfure 
to every perfon of fenfe; and if I have tranferibed it literally, it was merely becaufe I 
thought it proper that the moral charaaer of this adventurer ‘fhould be known. I hope 
I fhall be pardoned for fo often bellowing upon him that degrading appellation. Ben¬ 
yowlki is not condemned by his writings alone ; there areftill greater charges againft 
him. 

Efcaped 
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Efcaped from the prifons of Kamfchatka, Benyowfki proceeded to China with twenty 
or thirty prifoners. Scarcely had this ftranger arrived at Canton, when he found 
among the I'rench there forne individuals, who were fenfibly affe&ed by his misfortunes ; 
and he obtained from the factors and officers of the Eaft India Company confiderable 
affiftance for hitnfelf, as well as for the people whom he pretended to have under his 
command. They even did more for him: they engaged M. de St. Hylaire to take 
him onboard his fhip, and to convey him with all his fuite to the Ifle of France. M. 
de St. Hylaire, having a rich cargo under his care belonging to private merchants, 
made at firft fome hefttation: he was afraid of admitting into his veffel fuch a number 
of ftrangers who had broke from the prifons of Kamfchatka ; but coinpaffion got the 
better of every other fenfation, When he had, however, proceeded to fea, his uneafi- 
nefs began to be revived with more flreogth j and very juftly, for thefe people had 
given him fome caufe to repent of his imprudent generofity. Thefe adventurers, at the 
time when they embarked, had carefully concealed their arms. M. de St. Hylaire, 
therefore, when informed of this deception, was exceedingly lorry to have men in his. 
fliip who were perhaps in a fituation of giving law's to him inftead of receiving them. 
Thirty or forty prifoners, armed in a formidable manner, were, certainly, fufficient to 
alarm him refpe&ing the fate of his valuable cargo. In fo delicate and difficult a fitua¬ 
tion what courfe could he purfue ? Ought he to have made ufe of his authority to 
difarm thefe ftrangers ? But his fliip was weak, and badly equipped—ought he in fuch 
a cafe to have rifked the property of his employers, and to have expofed his life and 
his liberty againft robuft, refolute, and enterprifing men, who had every thing to gain 
Slid nothing to lofe ? 'Lhe flighteft pretence might have given rife to a quarrel, and 
produced an infurre&ion which it was prudent to avoid. M. de St. Hylaire weighed all 
thefe matters in his mind, like a wife man; and, forefeeing his danger, refolved, after ma¬ 
ture deliberation, to watch privately all the motions of his paflengers. He even did more: 
he pretended to pay great honour, and to fliew much deference and refperit to Count 
Benyowfki. lhis adventurer then afted the man of importance; exhaufted all the 
refources of the mod impudent impofture to give himfelf a ftill greater air of confe- 
quence; and by the moft ridiculous bravadoes impofed even on his companions in niisfor- 
tune. He openly declared himfelf to be their chief; his orders were punctually exe¬ 
cuted: he ever afterwards commanded as a mafter, and they behaved to him with the 
obiequioufnefs of llaves. None but thofe who were gentlemen durlt fpeak to him. 
lhis is a certain faCt. I was told it by M. de St. Hylaire and his officers. 

1 he honours fo prudently paid to Benyowfki, while they flattered his pride, preferved 
tranquillity and good order in the fliip. Subordination, fo neceffary. for the fafety of 
navigators, w'as not interrupted by this dangerous man; and,, at length, after a fhort 
and favourable paffage, they arrived at the Ifle of Fiance. Much praife is certainly 
due to the wife and cautious conduCl of M. de St. Hylaire; for it evidently appears that 
he extricated himfelf, with great ability, from a very difficult and dangerous fituation. 

Benyowfki, fur rounded by a numerous fuite, repaired immediately on his landing to 
the governor of the colony. He no longer appeared as an unfortunate prifoner, but as 
the general of an army decorated with feveral infignia, and followed by an aid-de-camp 
whofe rich uniforms announced an officer of fuperior diftin&ion. What an aftonifhing 
metamorphofis, or rather what a ridiculous farce ! Had I not been an eye-wimefs of it, 
I fhould fcarcely have ventured to relate it. When the real hiftory of thefe adventurers 
was known at the Ifle of France, thq general and his brilliant attendants became a fub- 
ject of laughter to every fenfible man in the colony. Seamen are feldom enthufiafts. 
Such people require coolnefs to fubclue the elements, and knowledge to conduct, from 

one 
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one extremity of the earth to the other, thofe large floating caftles, which fecure and 
protect the commerce of polifhed nations. The lives of Tailors, and the fafety of a 
llup or fquadron, ought not to be entrufted to men too fufceptible of paffion, or whofe 
imaginations being lively and irregular are apt to be hurried into fits of delirium.. Men 
of this kind, who are fond of, and admire, whatever is fabulous or romantic, are 
common only among idle and frivolous nations, or in large capitals, where their fatal 
influence occafions ftill greater diforders than that of profligates. Such enthufiaftic 
characters are rare in the colonies, and are always deftitute of credit and authority. 

Benyowfki felt the truth of this afiertion in all its bittemefc. He faw, at the fame 
time, of how much importance to him it was to immediately quit a country where his 
adventures and travels excited no enthufiafm. The more he prolonged his flay, the 
lefs refpeft was paid to him. On his departure for France he threw afide the name of 
Baron d’Aladar, under which he had hitherto appeared, and affirmed that of Count de 
Benyowfki: but what is highly worthy of remark is, that, at this epoch, he publicly 
announced that he was going to folicit in France the general government of the iflandof 
Madagafcar. 

This new gafconacie occasioned much amufement, and excited no alarm. One mull 
have had a forefight more than human to dread that a hope, in all appearance fo chi¬ 
merical, fhould one day be realifed. I can, therefore, fafely aflert, that words are not 
fufficient to exprefs thofe fenfations of uneafinefs and furprife which filled the minds of 
the whole colony, when they learned that Benyowfki had been appointed to tire impor¬ 
tant ftation of governor of Madagafcar. 1 am entirely unacquainted with the feducing 
am which this adventurer employed to accomplifh his ends : but M. Poivre, when he 
heard this intelligence, faid to me : “ We have feen fwarms of locufts devour, in an 

inftant, abundant crops; we have feen two terrible hurricanes threaten the Ifle of 
" France with entire deft ruction : Madagafcar ferved to repair the evils caufed by thefe 
tc formidable fcourges ; but, in future, the Ifle of France will have no'refource. It 
“ mnft fink under its misfortunes, and perifh if afflicted with fuch difallers. Under 
“ Benyowfki’s government, Madagafcar will not fupply this colony with provifions: 
(t we can no longer have in our diflrefles but diftant and precarious fuccours. I have 
“ been much accuftomed to fee the fuccefs of importers and adventurers ; but that of 
“ Benyowfki aftonifhes me; efpecially after the letter which 1 wrote refpefting hint to 
** M. de Boynes. I am well aware that every thing eccentric pleafes and arnufes the 
« multitude, and leads them into every excefs of credulity ; but who could have 
« imagined, that a ftranger, lately efcaped from the prifons of Kainfchatka, and whofe 
“ character was blafted by his own writings, would have obtained an important fitua- 
“ tion without my confent ? Connected clofely by my office with the profperity of the 
“ colony, I ought to have infpired him, when he firftfpoke to me of Madagafcar, with 
“ a defire of dethroning the Great Mogul. His requeft, without doubt, would have 

been granted ; and we fhould have been delivered.’ 1 

Benyowfki, however, was permitted to raife a company of volunteers; and he 
wifhed that this troop might be dreffed and armed in fuch a maimer as to fpread fear 
and terror among the Malegaches; but by this he proved how little he was acquainted 
with the charadler of thefe people. He then chofe the Bay of Antongil for the place 
of his principal eftablifhment, though that part of the country is ravaged and defolated 
by peftilential levers, from the month of Oftober to the beginning of May. Navigators 
call that fatal feafon the winter. No doubt can be entertained that the noxious vapours 
which arife horn the woods and marfhes, are the real caufe of thefe epidemical difeafes. 

1 he inflammable air and putrid exhalations, which proceed in abundance from water 
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in a ftate of ft agnation, and corrupted by the remains of vegetables, change the good 
quality of the atmofpheric air, during calm weather or great heats. On fuch occafions, 
the air is feldom renewed by the fea breezes ; the north winds carry thefe exhalations 
along the coafts; and drought and tranquillity render their effeQs more fetal. The 
Malegaches know, in a fmall degree, how to preferve themfelves by remaining in their 
huts, or houfes, amidft a thick fmoke; yet the fobereft and moft robuft of thefe 
iflanders cannot always withftand the malignancy of the diforder. It is not furprizing, 
therefore, that the Europeans, who are obliged to refide on that coaft, fhould fell vic¬ 
tims to diftempers, which attack even thofewho are feafoned to the climate. 

I was witnefs to the entire deftruftion of a fmall French eftablifement at Foulepointe 
about the end of the year 1768. Though affiftance of every kind was fpeedily given 
to the unfortunate people who belonged to it, not one of them could be feved. The 
robuft as well as the weak al 1 fell viaims to difeafe in the courfe of a very Ihort time. 
If 1 beheld this calamity without fearing the fate of the reft, it was becaufe the felu- 
brious fea air with which our veffel was furrounded, correaed, in feme degree, the 
fatal effects of the putrid exhalations. Befides, as foon as the firft lymptoms of the 
dileafe appeared in the village, all communication with the land, except what was 
indifpenlably neceffary, was rigoroufly forbidden. The crew were no longer allowed 
to have any intercourle with the iflanders: nor were their piroguas fuffered to approach 
our veffel. Without this precaution the infe&ion might have been introduced into 
the feip; and no means could have been devifed to check its progrefs. Thofe who 
intend to frequent this dangerous coaft ought not to defpife thefe obfervations, thejuft- 
nefs of which is confirmed by a multitude of examples. In a word, one mull either 
perife or fly from that unwholefome climate when the infedlion breaks out. No part in 
the northern quarter of Madagafcar is free from putrid and malignant fevers j but thefe 
cruel difeafes do not every year occafion the feme ravages. Their violence and duration 
feem to depend more particularly on the direction of the wind. When it blows long 
from the north, the evil is at its height. There are few men robuft and flrong enough 
to refill the influence of this dangerous wind, which prevails only from the end of Oc¬ 
tober till the beginning of May. 

Benyowlki certainly could not have had very juft notions, or accurate accounts, re- 
fpefling the unhealthfulnels of Madagafcar. Yet it cannot be prefumed that the bad- 
nefs of its climate was entirely unknown to him, as he had refided feme time at the 
Me of France. It was obferved even then that he had formed a defign of foliating the 
government of it: but this man, accuftomed to brave every kind of danger, mull not 
have thought fuch an obftacle capable of oppofing the fuccefs of a permanent eftablifli- 
ment. > 

However this may be, Benyowfki arrived at the Bay of Antongil, furrounded by a 
body of troops fufficient to overawe the iflanders. His foldiers were furnifhed with 
enormous fabrea ; they wore piftols in their girdles ; and it appeared as if their arms, 
their helmets, and their uniforms had been invented to fpread fear and terror amongft 
the natives of Madagafcar. As foon as he had landed, he took formal poffdlionof 
the ifland, and made himfelf be proclaimed governor-general. He then traced out the 
plans of feveral fortrefles, with a view of rendering himfelf formidable to the Male¬ 
gaches, whom he wifeed to conquer and fubdue. His projects, however, were neither 
founded on juftice, nor directed by a local knowledge of the country. He made war 
upon the Malegaches; exercifed every kind of cruelty againft them; and was foon 
execrated as the tyrant of the country. The natives, frightened, fled into the interior 
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parts of the ifland; all commerce was fufpended ; and Benyowiki deferted was known 
, throughout all Madagafcar by the name of the wicked -white man. 

It was, doubtlefs, very eafy to forefee that Benyowlki’s eftablifhment would not be 
attended with fuccefs: but fuch a beginning would certainly appear furprifing, were 
not the immorality and mifconduft of this adventurer well known. I he reception 
Benyowiki met with in France, and his being veiled with unlimited power, mull 
indeed altonilh every perfon of fenfe. We live in an enlightened age, and, on that 
account, it is more difficult to account for the French nation thus confiding in, and 
employing, a llranger whofe a&ions were more than fufpicious. Several millions were 
thus facrificed to a falfe and imprudent fpeculation, from which nothing could refult 
but great evils to the Ille of France, and ftill greater to Madagafcar. 

A fimple recital of fafts conveys the moll fevere cenfure upon the imprudent con¬ 
fidence repofed in this adventurer. M. Poivre certainly is free from all blame on that 
account; for he did every thing in his power to guard his country again 11 the danger 
of being deluded by him. 

But let us hear the account of an officer of diflinflion, who has every title to the 
higheft celebrity. I am not allowed to mention his name; becaufe, being now abfent, 
I had not an opportunity of afking his permiffion. This officer accompanied M. de 
Belcombe and M. Chevreau when they infpetled Benyowlki’s ellablilhments at Mada¬ 
gafcar. 

** When I arrived,” fays he, (t at Foulepointe, on the 17th of September 1776, the 
“ population of the villages in the neighbourhood of the fort had decreafed one half - t 
** bloody wars had defolated the whole country; the crops were entirely dellroyed j 
“ and agriculture was fo much neglefled that we could hardly procure three hundred 
“ pounds of rice. A fcarcity of other provifions was equally felt. My furprife, on 
** this account, was very great; for, when I was in the fame fpot three years before, 
“ I obferved commerce and agriculture flourifhing ; the markets were abundantly 
“ fupplied ; and ten large veffels found a fufficiency of rice to load them, without any 
“ mcreafe taking place in the value of that neceflary commodity. This large quan- 
“ tity of provifion was folely dellined for the Ille of France, which three fucceffive 
“ hurricanes had reduced to a moll alarming flare of dill refs. All the crops were 
“ loft; a dreadful famine, the inevitable confequence of thefe fcourges, threatened 
" the colony with ruin; and the feverity of it began even to be felt, when the fpeedy 
“ arrival of thefe ten veffels, loaded with rice, quieted the uneafinels of the inhabit¬ 
ants, in the firft moments of their diltrefs. If, on this occalion as on many others, 
il Foulepointe faved the Ifle of France, we could no longer hope for the fame affiltance. 
“ The fields were uncultivated, and commerce entirely annihilated. The defpotifin of 
“ Benyowiki had fpread a general alarm throughout the ifland. The Malegaches in 
“ confternation fled from the borders of the fea, and retired to the interior parts of the 
“ country. 

“ M. de Belcombe having affembled Yavi, the fovereign of Foulepointe, and the 
“ other chiefs of the neighbourhood, alked them if they had any reafon to complain 
" of the French, and above all of the fifteen foldiers' of Benyowlki’s legion who 
" guarded the harbour of Foulepointe. Their anfwer to this queftion vras not ex- 
“ P licic: they were, doubtlefs, afraid that their complaints would ferve as a pretence 
“ lo1 ' new perfecutions j and confined themfelves merely to the requeuing of a free 
w trade. M. de Belcombe affured Yavi and the reft of the chiefs, that The French 
u Soldiers were kept at Madagafcar only to protedl and fecure the liberty of the Male- 

“ gaches ; 
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** gaches; and he exhorted them to cultivate their lands, and to live in peace with 
“ their neighbours. M. Chevreau took an inventory of the ftores belonging to the 
M king; and M. de Belcombe, before his departure for the Bay of Antongil, gave 
“ the ftriCteft and moil precife orders to the officer who commanded the detachment, 
“ to maintain discipline among his troops, and to put a fpeedy end to the uneafinefs 
" and alarms of thefe people. 

" M. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau made but a very Ihort ftay at Foulepoinle. As 
“ the principal objeft of their million refpefted Benyowlki’s eftablilhment at the Bay 
“ of Antongil, they proceeded thither; and M. de Belcombe appeared at the head of 
“ the troops, as infpeCtor of the French fettlements in Madagafcar. 

“ I accompanied M. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau, being ordered by the governor 
“ of the Ifle of France to attend them on this fervice. 

** Benyowlki’s audacity aftonilhed me fo much that words can fcarcely exprefs 
“ what I felt. He at firft received M. Chevreau with haughtinefs, and I may even 
“ fay impudence. 

“ M. de Belcombe appeared fatisfied with the military portion of the fpot chofen 
“ by Benyow Iki for forming his principal eftablilhment, to which he had given the name 
“ of Louijburgb: but though this place may be eafily defended, I know none more 
*' marfliy and unhealthful. 

“ Louilburgh is fituated on a tongue of land which advances three hundred fathoms 
tc into the fea. The ground upon which the magazines and houfes are built is fcarcely 
“ four feet above the level of the water, in the time of high tides; and even this ele- 
“ vation has been formed by embankments. All the neighbouring land is a marlh, 
“ which the fea covers at certain periods. The fort conftru&ed for the defence and 
u prote&ion of Louilburgh, confifts of three baftions, each of which is mounted with 
“ one cannon. This fort is of wood, and is built upon flakes driven into the earth. 
“ 1 dare venture to affirm that both it and the houfes are already in need of being 
“ rebuilt; for all the wood was in a ftate of rottennefs, occafioned by the moifture. 
“ The tongue of land upon which Louilburgh Hands is connected on one fide with 
“ Port ChoifeuJ, an excellent harbour, and capable of receiving feveral large veffels. 
u A fpacious and beautiful river, called by the Malegaches Linguebate, gives this 
“ tongue of land the form of a peninfula. The river Linguebate is an hundred and 
ct eighty fathoms in breadth^ it is navigable} and I followed its courfe in a boat 
“ for the fpace of feven leagues. At this diftance it is an hundred and fifty fathoms in 
“ breadth. 

“ On the banks of this river Benyowlki has conftruCted feveTal forts, the rnoft con- 
“ fiderable of which is, at leaft, equal in ftrength to that built for the defence of Louif- 
** burgh. The banks of Linguebate river arc only four feet high at its mouth: but 
" the nearer you approach to its fource the more this height increafes. In following 
“ its fource I was much delighted with the beauty of the neighbouring fields, which' 
“ prefent a fpeCtacle highly interefting. 

I at length arrived with M. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau at a place called, by 
“ Benyowlki, the Plain of Health. Between this place and Louilburgh we vifited 
“ feveral fmall forts, and fifteen villages. Benyowlki had boaftcd much to us of the 
“ happy fituation of this place, which was truly ruralbut we found that its uenomi- 
« nation was altogether improper. The Plain of Health appeared to us to be a very 
“ unhealthful fpot, furrounded by mountains, the great height of which attraCls the 
“ clouds, and condenfes them into rain. M. de Belcombe remarked to Benyowlki the 

difadvantages of this poll: but though they were obvious, he obftinately refuted to 

511 “ acknowledge 
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“ acknowledge them. In vain was he fhewn the defiles in the mountains, which It 
“ was impoflible to guard : he dill perfifted that this poll was lefs fufceptible of an 
“ attack than that of Louifburgh. He maintained that a finall battery, which he called 
“ Fort Augufhus, fituated on a peaked mount in the middle of the Plain of Health, 
“ would protea and defend his eftablifhment in fuch a manner as to repel an enemy, 
“ however numerous. I afcended to this fine fortrefsby a paltry flair, confiding of an 
« hundred and fifty Heps, and found it a fquare of eight fathoms, furrounded by 
« palifades abfolutely rotten. Four three-pounders were the formidable artillery, 
« which, on the one hand, were to protect the navigation of the river Linguebatc, and 
« on the other to defend the grand eftablifhment which he propofed to form at the 
« bottom of the fort, and to which he had already given the name of the Town of the 
“ Plain of Health . 

“ This town confided, when we faw it, of a magazine fifty feet in length, and 
“ thirty in breadth j and of two other finaller edifices, one of which was intended for 
<£ an hofpital, and the other for barracks. M. de Belcombe, in my prefence, afked 
“ Benyowfki, if he had nothing more to flrew him. Benyowfki, without being in 
f£ the lead difconcerted, replied. My forts protect the navigation of the important 
“ river Linguebate, and the free navigation of this river renders me abfolute mafter 
** of the adjacent country. Have I not in this rendered a very efleotial fervice to 
** France ? Could any thing more be expected from the forces and funds which were 
“ at my difpofal? Would another in my place have done more?—Would he have 
“ done as much ? M. de Belcombe finiled, and faid. You fent word, governor, to the 
“ minider of the marine, that you had laid the foundation of a large town, which 
“ you called the Plain of Health. Where is that town ?■—What has become of it ?— 
11 Has it difappeared ? for I fee nothing here but a few miferable huts. 

“ To this embarraffing quedion Benyowlki replied, that his funds had failed. My 
“ citadel, added he, has cod more than I expelled. It was neceffary that 1 ihould 
££ fird pay attention to the fafety of the town, the plan of which I will now Ihew you : 
“ this project is not a chimera $ it will be carried into execution as foon as I can pro- 
“ cure funds fufficient to underrake it. 

» “ But your citadel, faid M. de Belcombe, is a finall pitiful battery, commanded on 

“ all fides by the high mountains which furround it: this battery of four three-pounders, 
tc placed on the fummit of a finall mount, can never anfwer the end you propofe, 
“ Befides, I here come from France, by orders of the minider, to infpeCt your labours, 
< ’ £ and 1 cannot avoid making you acquainted with my reflections.. Permit me to alk 
lC you another quedion, no lefs intereding—Where is that grand highway from Louif- 
“ burgh to Bombetoc ? Enable me, I pray, to give an account of it to the minider. 
" You have explained the advantages of it to him in the minuted manner. You have 
“ told him that this communication of the eadern with the wedern fide of the ifland 
“ mult make you fovereign, as one may fay, of the African coall, becaufe the port 
“ of Bombetoc is feparated from Africa only by the channel of Mozambique. That 
“ this wild country, interfiled by high mountains, foreds, and rivers, ihould not 
“ have thrown obdacles in the way of your projeaj is to me a matter of adonilhment 
** and furprife. 

“ That route, faid Benyowlki, is traced out: this is a faft that cannot be conteded. 
“ 1 lhall fliew you an itinerary, and direaions to be purfued for traverfing that chain 
*' of mountains which feparates the eadern from the weftern coad. You mud leave 

on the fouth the high mountain of Vigagora, and follow, a few deviations ex- 
!< cepted, the road frequented by the illanders, when they come from the coad of 

“ Bombetoc 
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Bombetoc to the Bay of Antongil. Some labour will be, doubtlefs, neceffary to 
“ render this road more pra&icable; but the prefent feafon, and my fituation with 
“ regard to the iflanders, will not permit me, for fome time, to engage in that un- 
t! dertaking. ^ II you with, however, to explore this route, I will accompany you; 
“ and you will then fee what difficulties I mult experience, before I can overcome 
“ thofe obftacles which are to be furmounted. 

“ M. de Belcombe had neither leifure nor inclination to undertake a long and dif- 
u ficult journey acrofs the ifland of Madagafcar, and he rightly conjea'ured that 
41 Benyowiki had not made the propofal but from a certainty of being refufed. M. 
£t de Belcombe thought it his duty to obferve, that he was commiffioned to infpeft 
“ works executed, and not works projefted. Proceeding then to a new quell ion, 
“ he alked him why he had ceafed to fend rice and oxen to the Ifle of France. The 
“ wars which I have had to carry on againft the iflanders, laid Benyowiki, have de- 
“ prived, and Hill deprive me, of the provifions neceffary for my own people. In 
“ i’uch a fituation, how could I fend fupplies to the Ifle of France ? You inuft readily 
“ fee that it was impoffible. I can with equal eafe juftify the wars I have undertaken. 
“ I aflemble a.pafabre, and propofe to the iflanders plans calculated to promote their 
“ advantage. They, however, not only rejeft them, but the chiefs have the infolence 
tc to threaten me. They even do more: a fignal is given for deltroying me j feveral 
1,4 mulkets are difeharged at once; and I efcape, almoll miraculoully, from this immi- 
“ went danger. Being vigoroufly fupported by my foldiers, I difperfe the multitude, 
“ and frighten them by fome cannot fhots which I order to be difeharged from the 
“ fort. I infill on having the heads of thofe chiefs who made an attempt on my life, 
“ in the middle of a folemn affembly ; but this is refufed. I then call to my allill- 
“ ance the Sambarives, a people who live on the banks of the river Manaharre: 
“ five hundred of their warriors range themfelves under my llandards, and enable me to 
“ punilh and fubdue my dangerous neighbours. Being compelled to fue for peace, 
“ the articles of a treaty were formally agreed on and fan&ioned in a grand cabar or 
“ patabre ; the ufual ceremonies were obferved ; I rewarded the Sambarives when I 
“ difmiffed them; I promifed to protect and defend them againft the enterprifes of 
” their enemies; and I exhorted them to cultivate their lands, as the fpeedieft mode 
“ °f remedying thofe evils which had been occafioned by our diflentions. Thefe evils 
** are undoubtedly great; the country is laid wafte ; the principal part of the villages 

prefent nothing to the fight but heaps of a flies; the lands are left uncultivated; 
“ and a famine has been the neceffary confequence of all thefe diforders. Peace and 
“ tranquillity, however, are about to be reftored : the iflanders, more timorous and 
“ fubmiffive, will apply to agriculture ; and will repair thofe misfortunes, which they 
“ have brought upon themfelves by their odious and criminal plot againft a man who 
“ knows how to make himfelf be feared and refpeSed. The authority with which I 
i: am invefted fliall never lofe its force in my hands; I will never fuffer it to be de- 
“ fpifed; I will enforce obedience. Every military man muft approve my conduct, 
“ and adopt my principles. The whites ought never to trull to the friendlhip of the 
“ blacks ; they ought not even to demean themfelves fo far as to feek for it. I am 
“ a foreigner, and on that account ought to exert myfelf the more in order to pro- 
** cure refpeCt to the French flag. My adminillration will reftore to it that decree of 

w weight which the weaknefsof my predeceffors made it lofe.-Such almoll was 

,c the fubftance of Benyowiki’s converfation. He added inveflives of every kind 
“ againft the iflanders, whofe character he delineated under the blackeft and falfeft 
w colours. 


3 


“ We 
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« We indeed that an abfolute want of provifions was the only motive which had 
determined him to preferve peace. The hatred and refentment of this revengeful 
« man had given way only to the moft urgent neceflity. M. Belcombe, being much 
« farmed o S n this aL Jt, endeavoured to infpire Benyowfki with juft« 

« humane ideas; and though he was convinced of the inutility of his exhorta- 
« tions and efforts to rendeAhe peace durable, he refolved,onh *to Lomf- 
“ burgh, to make a new treaty, in order to convince the inhabitants of Madagalcai 

« that he entertained fentiments truly pacific. , f , f 

« Benyowfki violently oppofed this plan, which M. de Belcombe had foiraed, ot 
“ again affembling the iflanders, for the purpofe of confirming the peace; and he en- 
« devoured to prove, that the holding of a new palabre would be attended with 
« m-eat inconveniences. His remonftrances however were of no avail; the affembly 
« was held on the fecond of Oftober 1776 ; but it was not numerous, and confifted 
“ only of an hundred and fifty of the natives. M. de Belcombe, on this occafion, 
« renewed the treaty; exhorted thefe people to cultivate their lands; to avoid all 
“ caufe of difcord among themfelves; and affured them that the french eitablilh- 
e< ment at the Bay of Antongfl had no other object in view than that or fee u ring to. 
« them happinefs and tranquillity. Sell, faid he, what provifions you can fpare to 
the French, and they will protect you. Your enemies will then no longer dare to 
f* attack you; and you may, in future, apply to commerce and agriculture with the 
greateft fafety- It is but doing juftice to M* de Belcombe to obferve, that he neg- 
fC leded no means which were likely to r e-eft ablifh concord and confidence among the 
iflanders; but every hope of profperity was chimerical, as long as the French let* 
dements were under the direction of Benyowfki. 1 he iflanders remained tiiotionlefs, 
and feemed to be infenfible to all the teftimonies of friendfhip and affurances of good¬ 
will which were given to them* Benyowfki appeared to me very much chagrined 
at the infmuations thrown out againft his conduct- This was very evident $ for 
M. de Belcombe wifhed that his fentiments might not be mifunderflood, though he 
always behaved to the Governor with that deference and refpeft: which are neceflary 
for preferving fubordination, Before our departure from Madagascar, 1 had a con- 
verfation with Benyowfki, on the little advantage which France was likely to derive 
from the eftablifliment at the Bay of Antongih You are right, faid he, in your 
opinion ; but a leffbn which has coft two millions of livres, is not too dear to teach 
your nation, that it ought to have allowed me a fquadron of fhrps, with two millions 
of livres for my annual expenditure* Had it then fent fix hundred recruits every 
year, I fhould have raifed in the courfe of twenty years a flourifhing and formidable 
colony* I obferved to him that the country was unhealthful * and that five in fix 
of the people fent thither fell victims to Ehe infalubrity of the climate. In anfwer to 
this, Benyowfki replied, that by clearing confiderable tracts of land, during the 
favourable feafon, difeafes might be prevented, and that the Plain of Health was a 
healthful fpot, whatever M* de Belcombe might fay to the contrary. If i have loft 
a great many people, continued he; and if the eighty who .remain* are either lick 
or in a ftate of convalefcence, this deplorable fituation, in which you find me, is to 
be afcribed to the war I was obliged to undertake againft the iflanders, and ftill 
more to my refiding at Louifburgh. Befides, it is always much eafier to conquer 
a colony belonging to an enemy, than to eftablifh one. T agreed with him in this 
idea; and quitted him, much aftonifhed at the confidence repoled by the French 
miniftry in the proje<ft$ of this foreigner. 


** On 
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Cf On our arrival at the Ifle of France, that colony began to be in want of pro- 
** vifions, The refources of Madagafcar had abfolutely failed. It was neceffary, 
44 therefore, to fend (hips to the Cape of Good Hope ; and heavy complaints pro- 
4C ceeded from every quarter, in order to open the eyes of the miniftry refpe&ing the 
14 mifeonduft of Benyowlki.” 

The journal from which the above account is extracted proves, that the eftablifh- 
ment formed at the Bay of Antongil was not fufceptible of being preferved v 

At the time when it was infpedted by M, de Belcombe, M. de Boynes was not minifter 
of the marine- M- Turgot had fucceeded to that office j and under the adminift ration 
of this prudent minifter fuch an eftablifhment could not be fupported* Vain efforts 
were made to avert the Harm, for impoftors every where find protestors ; but fen ten ce 
was pronounced ; and if it was not put in execution tilt the adminiftration of his fuc- 
ceftor, it was becaufe M. Turgot did not remain long enough in office to’pay particular at¬ 
tention to this part of his duty- This illuftrious man, whofe eminent talents railed him far 
above the generality of his cotemporaries, knew from M. Poivre, that Benyowlki was a 
dangerous adventurer, who had rendered himfelf-the tyrant and fcourge of the natives of 
Madagafcar* Having juft then returned to Europe, I learned that Benyowlki had made a 
conqueft of the ifiand of Madagafcar; and I heard his courage and abilities every where ex¬ 
tolled- I was affured that he had built towns and fortreffes ; that he had conftru&ed 
a grand road from Louifburgh to Bombetoc; and all thefe reveries ferioully propagated 
were fo much believed, as to become a fubjed of wonder and converfation in the city- 
One was fcarcely allowed to doubt the truth of thefe ridiculous fables; and M- Poivre 
himfelf was obliged to undertake the talk of refuting them. In the mean time Benyowlki, 
difgraced, arrived in Paris, where he endeavoured to confirm the reports which had 
been fpread of his brilliant exploits in Madagafcar- lie complained loudly of the in- 
juftice of the adminiftration of the Ifle of France; and was at length able^ if not to 
juftify himfelf, at leaft lo obtain new rewards- He then infinuated himfelf into favour 
with Dr. Franklin: this fadt is inconteftable, as I was an eye-witnefs of It; but I 
cannot reproach myfdf with having fuffered that celebrated man to be ignorant of 
what 1 knew refpediing this adventurer- Benyowlki, however, went to America, 
where he had fcarcely arrived when he again formed a project of getting poffeflion 
of Madagafcar ; and with that view proceeded to the Bay of Antongil, in an Ame¬ 
rican vefTel- I am not acquainted with the objedl of this expedition ; but I know that 
M. de Souillac, the governor of the ifle of France, fent, on the 9th of May 1786, a 
veffel, -called the Louifa, commanded by Vifcount de la Croix, to oppofe Benyowlki *s 
enterprifes ; and caufed a detachment of fixty men from the regiment of Pondicherry, 
under the orders of M, Larcher, a captain of infantry, to accompany him, M- Mayeur, 
alfo, the principal faftor, embarked in the fame veffel, jn order to give M, Larcher 
every information neceffary to counteract the views of Benyowlki; for it was known, 
that he had feized a magazine belonging to the king at Angoncy, a village fimated to 
the north of the Bay of Antongil, 

The Louifa caft anchor at Foulepointe on the 17th of the fame month ; and Count 
de la Croix, after procuring fuch provifions as he ftood in need of, quitted that port and 
proceeded to Angoncy- He arrived there on the 23d; but inftead of anchoring in the 
bay, the entrance of which is difficult, and the fituation badly laid down in charts, he 
ehofe rather to anchor at the diftance of half a league from the ffiore, in the bay of the 
eaftern cape near to that of Angoncy, When the veffel was fafely moored, M, Larcher 
prepared to make good a landing; and fome boats well manned, and having each two 
pieces of cannon in their bows, advanced towards a part of the coaft where no obftacle 
appeared to interrupt them : but when the people were juft ready to go on ffiore, a 
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volley from BenyowfkFs troops left them in no doubt refpefting the hoftile intentions 
of that adventurer. A few cannon Ihots, however, difperfed the enemy, who were 
feen retreating into the woods ; and after they had difappeared, a defeent was effefted 
without impediment or diforder* M, Larcher, at the head of his men, wiflied to 
march direftly towards BenyowfkPs fettlement; but he was unwilling to entangle 
himfelf in the thick woods, where it would have been impoffible for him to make ufe 
of his artillery. The iflanders therefore, who ferved him as guides, conduced him 
b y a more open route, which would, however, have prefen ted infurmountable obftacles 
had it been guarded and defended. 

M. Larcher had five marflies, and a bad bridge, ninety feet long, to crofs, before 
he could arrive at Benyowfki’s fettlement. It may be readily fuppofed that he would 
not have purfued this route had he been acquainted with the danger of it: but 
Benyowlki was fo little afraid that any one could march by fo difficult a road, that he 
had negle&ed to cut down the bridge which rendered it paffable. This negligence is 
inconceivable in a man who expe&ed an attack : for it was afterwards known, that 
he openly faid, “ The people of Foulepointe will foon come to afk reflitution of the 
“ magazine I have feized : I am glad of it $ for they will fave ine the trouble of going 
“ to attack them at Foulepointe.” 

When M. Larcher had paffed the bridge with his artillery, he diftinctly heard the 
noife of people at work. A little while after the advanced guard announced that he 
faw a red flag, which is the ordinary fignal for engaging in this ifland. M. Larcher 
immediately ordered his men to infpeft their arms, and to prepare for marching 
towards the enemy in order of battle. Fifty houfes were then perceived, all regularly 
placed in a line, one of which, larger and higher than the reft, was judged to be that 
of Benyowfki. They had not yet feen the fort, as the view of it was intercepted by a 
fmall grove of trees : but as foon as they diftinguifhed it, they obferved about an hun¬ 
dred men who were retiring to it with precipitation. 

This fort, fituated on an eminence, and furrounded by ftrong palifades, was defended 
by two four-pounders and a few fwivels. As foon as Benyowfki judged that the French 
were near enough, he ordered his men to fire the cannon. The firfl difcharge was 
with bullets ; the fecond with grape fhot; and the third with fmall balls. Thefe three 
difcharges were fupported by a brifk fire of muiketry j but notwithftanding this 
defence, the French continued to advance in good order. When the commanding 
officer thought that he was at a proper diftance from the enemy, he ordered them to 
return Benyowfki’s fire. This fmgle volley proved decifive: Benyowfki received a 
wound in the bread with a ball, which put an end to his exiHence, at the moment 
when he was juft applying a match to a cannon loaded with grape-fhot. Luckily the 
priming did not catch fire: rhad this cannon been difcharged, it would certainly have 
occafioned great diforder among the French; and might have, perhaps, caufed their 
expedition to mifcarry. They were in a fituation where it was neceffary for them 
either to conquer or perifh ; they were deprived of every means of being fupported ; 
all communication with the coaft was cut off; and they were inclofed in fuch a 
manner that it would have been impoffible for them to regain their veffel. Imme¬ 
diately after Benyowfki’s death, the fort furrendered at difcretion. The greater part 
of the illanders faved themfelves over the palifades ; and no attempt was made to flop 
them. The objea of the expedition was accomplifhedj and M. Larcher had ftrict 
orders to treat the inhabitants of the country with humanity. Some of them, who 
joined the whites, laid down their arms, and furrendered themfelves prifoners ; but 
they were the fame moment releafed, and reftored to their full liberty. This generous 

behaviour 
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behaviour induced the chief of Angoncy to come to requeft peace, arid to throw 
himfelf under the protection of the French. He prefented to M.Larcher an old 
Portuguefe woman, and the Baronefs d’Adefchems, the widow of an officer who had' 
followed Benyowlki to Madagafcar. Thefe two women had fled for file Iter to the 
chief; and it was in compliance with their entreaties that he delivered them into the 
hands of the French. This chief complained bitterly of Benyowfki’s tyranny. He 
faid he had reigned over that fertile part of the country where he was eftablilhed with 
a rod of iron ; that he plundered the inhabitants without mercy; and deftroyed, through 
fear, the fruits of their induftry. He was continually adding new taxes to the 
burthens which he thought proper to impofe on them; ^nd he violated, in an out¬ 
rageous manner, the molt refpeCted ufages and cuftoms. Their vain remonftrances 
were rejected with harfimefs. In treating them as flaves, and fubjeffing them to the 1 
mofl galling yoke, he wifhed to make them lofe even the hopes of recovering their 
liberty. 1 hefe people were fubmiflive to his caprices : his confummate audacity, his 
cunning, and Hill more the impetuofity of his character, had rendered him abfolute 
matter of Madagafcar; and, at the time when he was killed, he was preparing to 
drive the French from the ifland and even to turn their kindnefles againft themfelves. 

Generous nation, but too eafy to be deluded, ceafe to give way to that enthufiafm 
which has involved you in fo many evils. Remember that the Malegaches have ftill 
to reproach you for abandoning their country to pillage, and to the tyranny of an 
adventurer, who was in every refpeft unworthy of the reception with which yon 
honoured him. You entrufted to this foreigner feveral millions of money, and objefts 
of the utmoft importance. You granted him rewards and marks of di function re¬ 
ferred for your molt zealous defenders ; but what gratitude did he fiiew for them ? 
He took up arms againft you $ he fired upon your troops; he plundered your 
magazines. Had not inconfifteney and imprudence prefided over all his actions, he 
would have found means to prevent you from carrying on commerce, or having any 
intercourfe with Madagafcar. 

The Malegaches, exhaufted by inteftine wars, had loft, during the adminiftration 
of Benyowlki, almoft all their good qualities: they were become bafe flaves, devoted 
to the caprices of a ferocious and intradable matter. Under him the lands remained 
uncultivated; agriculture was negleded j and commerce interrupted had converted 
into a defert, a country once fertile and flourifhing. This artful man had fpread the 
feeds of 1 hatred and difcord among the iflanders; and his haughty and difdainful gait 
united with his impudence and impofture to overawe the multitude. Through features 
which difplayed pride and duplicity, one could ftill diftinguilh a ferocious afpeft, 
capable of intimidating the mofl; intrepid. The events of his life have been only a 
long feries of crimes and villanies; and his death was a juft punifhment for his in¬ 
famous treachery. It was neceflary either to deliver Madagafcar from the yoke of this 
tyrant, or to abandon the colonies of the ifles of France and Bourbon. 

Thefe favage people had neither fufficient knowledge nor fpirit to recover, by them- 
felves, their loft liberty; and how could they avoid and efcape from the Glares with which 
Benyowlki had artfully furrounded them ? This common enemy found means by his 
duplicity to create divifion amongft them. As the French therefore, through their 
enthufiafm, were the authors of all the evils which they experienced, juftice and 
equity would have obliged us to go to their afliftance, even had not the intereft of 
our commerce rendered it neceflary. But I have already proved that the Ifle of 
France depends in a great meafure for its fubfiftence on the Ifland of Madagafcar, 
and this dependence is abfolute in the time of great calamities. The Cape of Good 
vol. xvx. 5 k Hope 
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Hope affords refources then which are diflant, expenfive, uncertain, and in every 
refpect infiifficient. It Is doubtlefs much to be wiflied that fome fixed and per¬ 
manent eftablifhments could be formed in this part; but I have fhewn that the infalu- 
brity of the air is an obitacle which cannot be furmounted without facrificing the lives 
of a great number of men. From the month of May, however, till the end of 
October, thefe fhores may be frequented without danger. This is the period moll 
favourable for commerce; it is likewife the time of harveft ; and provifions of every 
kind may be then procured. 

Reflections on the Northern Part op Madagascar. 

THE northern part of Madagafcar is much more fertile in produftions of every 
kind than the fouthern part. For this reafon it is more frequented by European 
veffels; but the interior part of the country has never yet been vifited. When at the Ifle 
of France, I in vain endeavoured to procure fuch information as might enable me to 
write a defcription of it. On this fubjed, Bigorne could only give me fome vague 
and uncertain ideas, which it was difficult to make any ufe of. It was, however, from 
what he told me that I drew out, at Manaharre, a fhort memoir, which afterwards 
ferved as a bafis for Benyowfki, to propofe the forming of an eftabliflnnent at the Bay 
of Antongil. This memoir contains the itinerary of the iflanders, who go from Bom- 
betoc to that bay; but nothing remarkable is to be found in it, except an account of 
the numerous difficulties which occur in that paffage. If the Malegaches furmount 
thefe difficulties, it is merely becaufe they are much nimbler, and more inured to 
fatigue, than the greater part of the Europeans. The high mountains of Vigagora, 
which muft be traverfed, prefent at every ftep obftacles capable of flopping men the 
mod accuftomed to brave dangers of every kind. Whoever may be obliged to under¬ 
take a journey by this rugged way, ought, if he is prudent, to furnifh himfelf with 
ropes and poles to climb the fteepeft places. I know by experience how necefiary 
fuch precautions are, for I have made ufe of thefe helps more than once when tra¬ 
velling in thofe mountains. When I found myfelf furrounded by rocks, a fmall cord 
held by my guides revived my courage, and facilitated an accefs to the higheft preci¬ 
pices. Silk cords are preferable to thofe of hemp, becaufe they are ftronger and 
much lighter. Dr. Franklin propofes paper kites, to enable people to crofs rivers, 
the currents of which may be rapid. This method might, doubtlefs, be of utility in 
certain circumftances to thofe who cannot fwim well. Thofe, however, who are un¬ 
acquainted with that ufeful art may, by means .of bamboos fattened to a long rope, 
crofs very rapid rivers when they have in their fervice vigorous iflanders and good 
fwimmers, who by this Ample apparatus can draw them from the one bank to the 
other. With prudence and induftry man may furmount great obftacles: there 
are few above his genius when he has learned early to attempt to overcome fuch 
difficulties. 

. In the forefts the compafs is his guide ; and, every where elfe, mechanics furnifhes 
him with the means of efcaping from the moll difficult fituations. Thefe means vary 
according to circumftances ; but it would be improper here to enter into farther de¬ 
tails on this fubjeft. I muft, however, obfcrve, that a kind of hammock like thofe 
employed in the colonies for carrying women and children, would be of infinite utility 
to thofe who travel in thefe wild countries. This hammock muft be light and water¬ 
proof; it. Ihould be .made therefore of very ftrong canvas, covered with gum elaflic 
diffolved in 1 infeed-oil, a kind of varnifh uied for confining the inflammable air in 
* 9 balloons. 


ROCHON*S VOYAGE TO MADAGASCAR- Jrgy 

balloons- Such a hammock may be employed, not only as a bed, by (Upending it 
between two trees; but, by means of a bamboo, it may be converted atfo into a 
vehicle for tranfporting the traveller from one place to another when he finds himfelf 
fatigued : and becaufe the canvas, on account of the varnifh, is impenetrable to water, 
the hammock becomes a real pirogua, the advantages of which are fo obvious that it is 
unneceffary to explain them. 

The place molt frequented by the Europeans in the northern part of Madagafcar, is 
called Foulepointe ; but the natives give it the name of Voulou-Voulou. The harbour is 
furrounded by a reef of rocks, which break the force of the waves, and flielter fhips 
from heavy feas. The fhores of it are very bold, and the leaft depth of the water is 
twenty-three feet at low tides. 

The reef, which conlills of coral rocks, is joined to the main land, and ftretches 
N.N.E. whilft the coaft ftretches N.N.W. 

The entrance of the harbour, which is on the north fide, is about fifty fathoms in 
breadth. The depth of the bafin is about fifty fathoms : it is capable of containing 
ten large veflels, which may anchor along-fide of each other in from thirty to thirty- 
five feet of water. The ground is fure; but in the winter feafon, the entrance is fhut 
by a ftiifting fand bank; which is diflipated when the fouth-eaft fucceed the north winds 
or calm weather. The fea never rifes or falls more than four or five feet at the 
time of fpring or neap tides. During the latter the reef of rocks appears above the 
water $ and abundance of natural produ&ions may be then found on them, fuch as 
mofies, marine plants, black coral, valuable madrepores, fea ftars, infers, and {hells, 
which by the variety of their form, and the brilliancy of their colours ferve to ornament 
the cabinets of the curious. The mouths of the rivers here are bordered with mangles 
which are loaded with oyfters of an excellent tafte. Thefe oyfters adhere to the 
branches, and form clufters of the moft lingular and remarkable figures. At a little 
diftance from thofe parts which the fea covers, there are found veins of a kind of fand 
different from that of the Ihore, and which appears to have experienced a femi-vitrifi- 
cation. This fand is intermixed with ftones of a foft friable nature, interfperfed with 
an infinite number of fmall fragments of natural glafs. Foulepointe, according to the 
obfervations which I made, lies in latitude 17 0 40' 20", and longitude 47° 30'. During 
my ftay here, Reaumur’s thermometer never rofe above twenty-feven degrees, and 
never fell lower than fifteen. The barometer experienced very little variation, and 
always between twenty-eight inches two lines and twenty-eight inches five lines. 

Ships can procure at Foulepointe provifions of every kind in abundance, and at a 
low price. The markets are well fupplied when commerce experiences no check or 
reftraint on the part of the Europeans. Some years ago the people of Foulepointe 
refufed to fell hogs and pigs, becaufe an old man who lived at the diftance of four 
leagues from the port, and who was accounted a forcerer, had forbidden them. This 
Ombiaffe pretended that they would be threatened with great misfortunes if they did 
not endeavour to deftroy the race of thefe filthy animals: but this prohibition does not 
prevent the Europeans from procuring them in the mountains, where they may be 
found in large herds. It would not perhaps be difficult to deftroy this inconvenient 
fuperftition among thefe iflanders. The villages in the neighbourhood of Foulepointe 
are not numerous; they are difperfed here and there on the declivities of little hills, 
and are defended only by palifades. They are agreeably {haded by a multitude of 
ufeful trees, fuch as the cocoa-nut tree, bamboos, orange and lemon trees, wild vines, 
and bananas, the fruit of which are fo much efteemed by the Europeans: but the moft 
remarkable is the raven, a kind of palm-tree known only in Madagafcar. 
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This tree, the top part of which is prepared and eaten in the fame manner as that 
of the cabbage-palm, rifes to a great height. It is covered with a hard bark, and its 
wood, which is fibrous and hard, is employed for conftructing houfes. The walls and 
partitions of thefe houfes are formed of the ribs of its leaves, which hare the folidity of 
wood and the pliability of leather, and which are fattened together in a very ingenious 
manner. The leaves ferve to cover them ; and this covering, which lafts a long time, 
is preferable to our thatch. 

It is of the leaves of the raven alfo that the Madecafles make their plates, difhes, 
and cups. Thefe veflels are always clean, but they are never ufed more than 
once. 

Under the membranous covering which inclofes the flowers of this palm, is found a 
gummy fubftance of an exquifite tafte, which one would take to be honey. 

It is not furprifing that the Madecafles endeavour to be furrounded by a tree fo 
ufefgl. They make very large planks of it by fplitting it from the one end to the other. 
Thefe planks, however, muft be ftraightened the moment they are fplit. 

The lands belonging to Foulepointe abound with rich paftures and cattle. When 
you go along the fertile banks of the beautiful river Ongleby, you are furprifed to fee 
it difappear all of a fudden in the fands, at the diftance of four miles from its mouth. 
This river, which is deep in fome places and in others broad and fhallow, produces 
plenty of fi(h, and is covered with water-fowl. Piroguas fail up it for more than 
twenty leagues. It is a pity that this river, like all the reft in Madagafcar, fliould be 
filled with monftrous crocodiles. The fight of them often ftrikes a terror into the moft 
intrepid iflanders when travelling along its banks. Great precaution is neceflary to 
avoid the danger of being furprifed by thefe deftruftive amphibious animals. I one day 
few an ox dragged away and devoured by one of thefe monfters. 

What makes the rivers of Madagafcar delightful, renders them alfo dangerous. The 
trees and Ihrubs which cover their banks, ferve as an afylura and retreat to thefe for. 
midable animals. 

On advancing a few leagues from Foulepointe, towards the high mountains of 
Amboiifmens, the land begins to rife, and the plains and the valleys are Iheltered from 
the winds by little hills. The heat here is not incommodious, becaufe the country is 
high and covered with wood : the low lands, which are lefs cultivated, are more wild 
and rural. The iflanders in this part do not keep their cattle, but foffer them to 
wander about without a- guide, and without fhackles. 

The meadows, which are fituated at the bottom of the valleys, are watered by a 
multitude of ftreams and rivulets, the windings of which are fo much the more agree¬ 
able as they are formed by the hand of nature. The flowers by which they are 
enamelled have more fplendour, and difplay a greater variety of colours than thofe 
with which our meads are ornamented. Tufts of trees fcattered here and there without 
art or regularity, render the view of thefe rural fpots delightful and interefting. Some 
leagues farther the fcene changes, and the country becomes mountainous. A Ikilfol 
painter would here be at a lofe to fix upon the moft piclurefque fcene. His imagina¬ 
tion, bewildered and undetermined refpefting a choice of objects, would not allow him 

°n l T , ta Cnt ’ he . COllld not advance a Angle ftep without feeing a 
fudden and unexptaed change produce new profpeas, and the moft interefting points 

of view. But without flopping to catch a general ftetch of this beautiful country, if 
you employ yourfelf m ftudymg its productions, an immenfe and truly ufeful field then 
opens before you j and a multitude of vegetables difperfed every where inprofufion 
prelent themfelves to your refearches, 

10 You 
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You will perceive fix diftinfl kinds of rice; you will fee barley of a fuperior beauty; 
and you will diftinguifli ten kinds of yams, fome of which are as large as one’s thigh, 
and all of them fit for fupplying food to men as well as to cattle. But befides thefe 
roots, which require fome care and cultivation, there are others abfolutely wild, called 
by the iflanders/zHg/jiVj. This root, which is as large as a man’s body, has a delicate 
tafte, and is covered with a reddilh coloured Ikin. We are allured that it both allay * 
hunger and quenches thirft : it is diuretic, and' eafy of digefiion. 

You may procure alfo various kinds of turnips and beans, with peafe of an exqui- 
fite tafte. H 

The varvattes refembles the caper flirub, and flowers in the fame manner. Each' 
pod contains a fmall pea of the fize of a lentil. This leguminous plant rifes to the 
height of the cherry-tree: in fome of the interior provinces its leaves are employed 
for feeding filk-worms. 

When you quit the plains and meadows, to enter thofe immenfe forefts which ferve 
as a retreat for a variety of wild animals, your imagination is ftruck with beauties of 
another kind. Profound folitude, a coolnels which furprifes you in fo warm a climate, 
fhades inacceffible to the rays of the fun, and echoes which on all fides repeat the bel¬ 
lowing of the cattle, ftill afford you new enjoyments. But there enjoyments do not 
equally delight all: they feem to be fuited in a peculiar maimer to thofe who are .of a 
ferious and melancholy difpofition: yet, however infenfible people may be to the 
beauties of nature, they will always behold with a kind of enthufiafin that multitude 
of trees of a prodigious fize and height, among which the foterjbe is particularly dif- 
tinguifhed. 

1 hole who prefer the ftudy of botany to that of mineralogy will find abundance of 
plants in the mountains of Ambotifmene to gratify their curiofity. Enormous blocks 
of rock-cryftal alfo may be feen there, fome of which are chryitallized, while others 
appear to have no regular form ; fome of them contain fchorl and other foreign bodies, 
lhofe kinds of fchorl in greateft requeft among natural His, are common in thefe moun¬ 
tains, as well as indices of tin-mines, which the iflanders call voula-foutchejine. Iron 
mines of an excellent quality are difperfed in great profulion all over the illand, and 
very near to the Jurface of the earth. The Maiegaches break and pound the ore, and 
place it between four Hones lined with potter’s clay; they then employ a double 
wooden pump, inltead of a pair of bellows, to give the fire more ftrength ; and in the 
ipace of an hour the mineral is in a ftate of fufion. r ihe iron produced by this opera¬ 
tion is foft and malleable * no belter is known in the world. There are, doubtlefs, 
other mines in this ifland; but thofe who wilh to fearch for them mud not be afraid of 
difficulties and labour. Riches of this kind being inclofed in the bowels of the earth, 
much digging and tedious exertions are neceflary to procure them : befides, accefs to 
the mountains of Ambotifmene is impracticable, as the illanders fay, to the Europeans j 
for their lummits abound with fteep rocks and precipices, which prevent them from 
being approached. The higheft of thefe mountains is about eighteen hundred fathoms 
above the level of the fea. In its Ihape it has a guest refemblance to the Table Mount 
defcribed by every traveller who has vifited the Cape of Good Hope. 

I can only give this faint {ketch of the mineralogical riches of Madagafcar. The 
real riches, however, of this ifland are its numerous vegetable productions, varied ahnoft 
without end by the nature and fertility of its foil. I fhall here give a defcription of 
thofe which I brought to the Ifle of France to M. Poivre. 
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Description of Trees, Shrubs, and Plants, which grow in the north¬ 
ern Part of Madagascar, and which I carried to the Isle of France, 

IN THE END OF THE YEAR 1768. 

MALAO-MANGHIT, a large tree, the bark of which is brown, the trunk ftraight, 
and the wood white. Its fap, at firft while and milky, becomes, when expofed to 
the air, as red as blood. The fruit is a kind of nutmeg. The Malegaches afcribe to 
this nut the fame virtues as we afcribe to the real nutmeg. 

Rarabs. This is a wild nutmeg-tree, larger and much more beautiful than the 
inalao-manghit. It furnilhes a nutmeg from which the Malegaches extract a very aro¬ 
matic oil. This oil, with which they rub their bodies and hair, is efficacious in curing 
and diffipating cold humours. Taken internally it ftrengthens the ftomach. 

Bacht-bachi . The bachi-bachi refembles the rarabe $ but its leaves and fruit are a 
little different. It grows in elevated places. Its fruit, as well as the covering which 
contains them, is aromatic. 

Rhara-horac is a real wild nutmeg-tree, the trunk of which is large, and the branches 
bufhy. It delights to grow in moift marfhy places. The founingo-mena-rabou , a large 
pigeon of a blue colour, is very fond of the fruit of this tree. After digelling the mace, 
it fows the nuts throughout the whole ifland. 

Ravend-fara. Of all the nutmeg-trees in the ifland of Madagafcar the ravend-fara 
has principally engaged the attention of botanifts. The odour of cloves, cinnamon and 
nutmegs is not much different from that of a kind of perfume extracted by diftillation 
from the leaves of this tree. They yield an eflential oil much more efteemed than that 
procured from cloves. The cooks in India employ this perfume for ragouts, in pre¬ 
ference to any other kind offpicery. This valuable tree grows in moift places; but a 
dry foil is not abfolutely contrary to its nature. It becomes very large and bufhy; its 
top, which is of a pyramidal form, is well furnifhed with leaves; its wood is white, 
exceedingly hard as well as heavy, and deftitute of fmel], but the bark exhales a very 
ftrong odour. Its fruit is a real nut flattened at the two extremities. The perfume of 
the nut, and the hufk in which it is inclofed, is not fo ftrong as that of the leaves, but 
in my opinion it is much more delicate. 

Harame. The harame is the largeft and tailed: kind of tree that grows in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Foulepointe. The wood of the trunk appears whitifh externally, and of 
a reddifh colour in the heart. When it has attained its utraoft fize, it every year cafts 
its outer bark, which is thick and grey. The trunk is fmooth and without branches, 
except at the upper extremity; but its branches are well fumilhed with leaves, and 
the bufh on its top has a very beautiful appearance. 

The fmalleft incifion made in this tree produces, in great abundance, a white refi- 
noiis gum, which has a very ftrong aromadc fmell. The Malegache women make it 
into a kind of pafte with which they rub their faces, in order to preferve the frefhnefs of 
the fldn. 

When this refinous gum is burnt, it exhales a perfume like that of incenfe. The 
fruit is a nut, the hufk of which only is aromatic- 

Labetu 'l his tree grows in fandy places on the fea-fhore, and rifes to a very great 
height. ^ Its wood, which is hard, and of a xeddifli colour, is proper for being em¬ 
ployed in cabinet-work* I he fruit of the Laben is of the fliape and fize of a large 
olive. 1 he kernel it contains is white and oily, and has a delicate tafte* 
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Four aha. The fouraha is one of the mod beautiful and ufeful trees to be found in 
wai m climates. 1 he wood of it, next to that of Tec, is the befl: in India for conftruft- 
ing vends. It may very properly be compared to the Tacamaca of the Me of France. 
Like that tree it yields a balm of a green colour, which is excellent for curing wounds. 
I his tree, which is large and bufliy, is loaded with branches of a great fize, and is re¬ 
markable for its prodigious height. 

Tevartna. The tevartna exhibits, in the midfl: of the forelts, all the fymmetry of 
art. It feems to have been cut on purpofe into a pyramid confiding of feven dories; 
and its bufliy branches, placed horizontally around a fmooth ftraight" trunk, give it an 
appearance altogether Angular. It is, perhaps, the mod beautiful tree known for 
decoration. 

Hintcby. I his tree, the mod common of all thofe found in the foreds near Foule* 
pointe, is exceedingly proper for forming avenues, as its top is well furnilhed with 
leaves. It refembles the plum-tree, and rifes to the fame height. The wood, which 
is of a red colour, may be ufed for cabinet work. Its bark is fmooth and white; and 
the leaves are large, and of a beautiful green. 

Foterjbe. The foterfbe is one of the larged trees in Madagafcar; but its wood is fit 
only for fuel. Another kind of foterjbe , defcribed by Flacourt under the name of 
muafoutra , grows in the marflies. 

Tanguem. _ This tree grows on the borders of the fea. Its wood, which is hard and 
variegated with veins, is proper for cabinet and inlaid work. The Malegaches make 
too much ufe of the fruit of this tree, to the dangerous qualities of which they are no 
ftrangers. It is a real manchineel* which* as is well known* produces one of the moft 
formidable of poifons. 

Antafara. The antafara is known in the Ifle of France under the name of milk-wood. 
Its flowers have the fame frnell and fhape as thofe of jafinine. If a flight incifion be 
made in the trunk of this tree, it yields, in great abundance, a milky°juice which is 
of a very cauftic nature* 

AJfy. This tree, which is a beautiful kind of palm, rifes to the height often feet. 
Its trunk is marked with the impreflion of its leaves, which are continually falling in 
luccefllon. Its top is crowned wirh three or four rows of leaves, four or five feet in 
length, and an inch and a half in breadth. Thefe leaves refetnble thofe of the lily; 
they are as thick as one’s hand, and form a beautiful umbrella. 

Tafoumouna. The wood of this tree, which is large and bufhy, is white, and its 
bark fmooth. Its fruit is a real acorn, like that of the oak. The kernel has a tafte 
fomewhat aromatic, and fmells like turpentine. 

Hounits. The wood of the hounits is of a beautiful yellow colour. The bark is red} 
and when an incifion is made in it, a juice red as coral iflues from it. By the help of 
a common lye the Malegaches extraft a fine red dye from the bark of the root. The 
hounits is large and beautiful. 

Zavin-ravin. This tree rifes to a moderate fize, and is not bufliy. The tr unk is 
full of knots ; the bark is grey, and the wood white. It grows in marlhy places. 

Lingo. The lingo is a woody creeping twig, which afcends to the fummits of the 
higheft trees. This twig is only two inches in diameter. Its wood is yellow, as well 
as the interior part of the bark. 

The Malegaches employ the root and bark of the lingo to dye thread red and yellow. 

Uarongan. This tree, which is about fifteen feet in height, grows in a Tandy foil. 
Its leaves are ufed to dye mats and bafkets red. The gum extracted from it is a kind 
of dragon's blood. * 
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Tancaffon: The tancaffon Is a kind of wild vine, the fruit of which Is four, and 
fomewhat agreeable to the tafte. This twig rifes to the tops of the higheft trees. 
Its root is diuretic. The ifianders efteem the fruit of the tancaffon , Flacoort, who 
has described feveral kinds of wild vines, makes no mention of it. 

Taco. A kind of wild vine like the tancaffon , 

Yarn lomba. A kind of vine, the fruit of which the Europeans prefer to all others, 
and which they call Madagafcar grapes* Their tafte is fomewhat fouriih, This plant 
dies every year. Its root is a kind of yam, 

Aanakmy , A large fen fidve plant. 

Arefou ■ A fpecies of elder. 

Tougnoumn . The flowers of this tree are fliaped like a bell j and the wood of ii is 
ufed for making affagays. 

Tafoumounan* Small white flowers: fruit like an acorn, 

Racoudrit. A green fruit that grow in clufters* 

Uvangbiru A parafite plant bearing large fquare pods, the feeds of which are anti- 
hemorrhoidal. 

Tevarie . A pyramidal flirub, cut naturally into ftories, 

Azambou* Has a fruit which grows in the form of a red nofegay. 

Uua-he-Taitchou* Produces a fruit good to eat- 
Sampandeva . Has a fruit in the form of a yellow chaplet* 

Tcbingit . A kind of baftard fenna tree, with yellow flowers, 

Lacca* Bears a fmall fruit like a grain of pepper. Its flowers grow in the form 
of the bezel of a ring, 

Vognindcfong* 

Fanpechourou* A kind of lily m the form of a ftar. This flower announces the 
feafon for whale fifhing, 

VouadnntchL 

Filao . Equifetum arborefcens. 

Voantlifan , A prickly tree, bearing no leaves but on the top, 

Tchuvi-ovL A kind of ipecacuanha, feriploca. 

daman* A fpecies of almond-tree, without leaves, which produces gum. 

Tmbalave. Shrub with white gondolated flowers, 

Ampali * Has round leaves which file iron, 

Angbivu Its fruit gives a bitter but agreeable tafte to the liquors drunk by the 
Madecafles. 1 

Azsn-Ranou. A frefh-water mangle, the pods of which grow oppofite to each 
other* 

Farafer. A parafite plant, the flower of which is long and red, and fliaped like a 
man s hand, or a fork with five prongs. 

Vongo. A beautiful tree, the fruit of which is called Vaas-fou-vara. When an in- 
cifion is made in its trunk, it produces a yellow gum. 

Voua-mitfa <voi. A fpecies of after, or ftar wort. 

Tongouna-lein-tien. Kind of mint. 

Sanoang-mata?i-nahanrou. Kind of creeping afparagus. 

Ranga-zaa. Bulbous plant with a white flower. 

TJiilotou. White tulip. 

Fifuutche. Tree with leaves like thofe of mallow. Flowers grow around the trunk. 

f j t i « , ,tre f’ the . of which is burnt in order to extraft a fait from it, 
ufed by. the Malegaches with their Yood, 
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Raven-tongharis. Balfamic plant. 

Tanroujou. Kind of benjamin, bearing a button-fliaped fruit. 

Axou-ranou. Shrub, the fruit of which is of a cinnamon colour. 

Afatrahe . Shrub, the bark of which is odoriferous. 

Yaing-bare. Parafite plant: its leaves are downy, and its flowers white. 

Talate. Bears thick leaves, and berries like thofe of the holly. 

Jang. A tree which produces large bunches of flowers. 

Vua-tani. Has a flower like that of the lihoa of China. 

Vua-montucung. Parafite plant, with leaves like thofe of the tamarind-tree. Its fruit 
refembles a bean. 

Fua-toutouc. Shrub, with red fruit, which are eaten, and which tafte like ftraw- 
berries. 

Moidton-rongau, Refembles the rare. Its leaves are fmall, and the fruit oblong 
and angular. 

Vouang-titlrang. Produces a kind of nut, the hulk of which is downy, and of a 
yellow colour. 

V&ua-malim . B?ars a pod like the apocynon. 

Vona-rougm. Kind of frefli-water mangle. 

Voua-Jourindi. Large tree with fmall red flowers difpofed in clutters. 

Ampali. lias long leaves, ufed for polifhing wood, and freeing iron from ruft. 
Joudi-fafal . Semper vivens. 

Vma-fevarantou, 

Vouang-tae. Malum cidonium. 

Vma-fatre. Kind of box. Its fruit, which are aromatic, are eaten, 

Engbi-panxa. Small fpecies of indigo. 

Engbi.be. Large indigo with big pods. 

Vua-macoliong. Kind of tamarind, from which an oil is extracted. 

Sacaviro-amboii. Hog-ginger. A kind bf zedoary. 

Vua-fao. Species of the fago palm. 

Ouvi-rombe . Creeping twig, the leaves of which are fmall, and lhaped like a Iharp- 
pointed heart. 

Chtfonlfui. Has fmall leaves difpofed in pairs, like thofe of the Idler harame. Its 
flowers confift of four green leaves inclofed in a calyx. 

Vua-bonda, Bears a fruit of the form of a cucumber, which fmell like a quince. 
Sangnamou-batQU. The leaves of this plant have the fame effe£t as thofe of the co* 
cuius indicus. When ufed to catch filh, they mull be bruifed. 

Vaint-rombou. Herb endowed with the fame properties as the above. 

Sanga-Sanga. A triangular kind of bulrufh, the real papyrus . 

Vm-toudinga. Bears a fruit like the pipar of China. 

Vua-earabo. A kind of twig which bears a fruit like a large chefnut. 

Vua-nantoula. Bears a fruit which contains a large kernel like the feeds of the fa* 
potilla, but much thicker. 

Vouang-pin-Iela. Has leaves like thofe of the cinnamon-tree, without any fmelf. 
Vua-tinguide-pas. Produces a fruit of a green colour, the pulp of which difpofed 
in coats opens like the petals of a flower. The feeds are found in the heart, inclofed 
in a bag with three round corners. 

Anja-oidy. Kind of very high heath. 

Vaa-tchirie. Species of vacorn with long narrow leaves. 

Yua-khicafon. Bears a fmall fruit like the rangaujlan. 
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Tcbouti-nwrou or ramu - Small filiquoos plant* 

Yua-hi&~vavh Creeping twig with female white flowers, 

Vua-nanibQtuzvon* Bears red fruit difpofed in the form of a nofegay. Hie flowers 
are of a violet colour j the leaves, which are whitifh, and which grow in pairs, are 
■ufeful for healing wounds and ulcers, 

Vua-rha * Kind of fig-tree, the fruit of which are eaten. 

Yua-he-taitfru. 

Yarou. Kind of mallow, 

Lindenu Species of palm* 

Anglian-rambo u* lake . 

Tcngou-hinichu 

Barame , The gum of this tree appears to be of the fame nature as ambergris. 
Chlngolpont. 

Chtftala* 

Alut-mandrout , 

Yanghoui - nangboua , 

Bakrang. Creeping twig which bears large berries like buttons. 

Ardouranga . Small plant, with a red filiquous flower like indigo. 

Yaguinang-boua. Shrub with white downy leaves, and white flowers. Its root heals 
wounds. 

Cani-poutu Grafs with large leaves, the juice of which is employed for making 
figures on the body, 

Thipouhu-poult , 

Adabou, Large tree, 

OuQt-randra. An aquatic plant with indented leaves ; flowers fliaped like a crefcent; 
root fit to be eat* 

Tottlas , Kind of laurel, the leaves and berries of which are aromatic, 

Vour^honda. Bears a large fruit like an oblong cylindrical mango. It has a fweet 
odour, and its feeds are ramified. The leaves are placed exactly oppofite to each 
other, 

Mounou-founace . A fhrub with violet flowers. The leaves are difpofed by threes, 
A^m-miniL Curious pyramidal fhrub. 

Axm-minti-be, The fame with large leaves. A beautiful tree. 
r Iocam*bmdu A fmall palm with large leaves divided at the extremity. 

Fouraugdra . A kind of creeping twig which bears a triangular bladder. Its leaves 
^ire like parfley. 

Voua*mandrouc 9 u* Produces flowers which grow from the trunk. The petals have 
a fpiral form. 

Voua-mena* Bears a fweet fruit as red as coral. The wood and the leaves are 
alfo red. 

Mang, Tree, the leaves of which are like thofe of the mallow, but larger and 
ftronger. Its flowers are downy like thofe of the ketmia, and of a rofe colour? 
Angua-malou . Kind of aromatic fhrub, with Sowers like golden buttons. 
Volang-bondt-pounL Red wood, which turns black as it grows old* This wood is 
proper for dying. 

TfimamafoQ. Creeping twig, the flowers of which are like thofe of jafmine, and of 
a bright red colour* 

Manouquibonga . Shrub compofed of twigs like the vine. Its flowers,- which are 
beautiful, and red 3 are difpofed in the form of a plume of feathers* 

10 
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Maan. Kind of downy plant, with leaves like thofe of the mallow. 

Sommsutcrang. Bears a downy flower, in fliape like the bezel of a ring. 

haisng, 

Viafoutchi . Woody creeping twig. The fruit is inclofed In a flar-Iike calyx. 

Diti-azou. Has a fruit like a fmall pear. 

Tavoutala. Small bulbous plant. It is a fpecies of orchis, and bears a flower of 
a flaxen colour. 

Cbetcbia. Kind of hieracium, with a yellow flower, 

Angnan-rambou. Another hieracium, with a violet-coloured flower. 

Catoubanda . Kind of chickweed, employed to diffipate fwellings. 

Naniou. Mat-wood of two kinds, with large and fmall leaves. 

Amp-elang-thifouhe. Gcntianclla, with a violet-coioured flower. 

Campoudi, Kind of chickweed, or alfine. 

Onbave. Tree which produces a gum like gum-arabic. 

Bontou. Tree the root of which dyes yellow. It grows near water : its leaves are 
thick and difpofed in pairs. 

Voai-marang.' Shrub the bark of which flops fluxes. 

Vuendrang. Kind of galega. 

Afe. Large polipodium, the feeds of which are eaten. 

'Tabourounangat, Betel tree. 

Vua-rozan. 

Voua-afjhu 

Ampelantghu Beautiful plant, which rifes to the height of a foot. 

Sondi-fa-fat. Plant found on the borders of the fea. The Malegaches when fatigued 
rub their bodies with the leaves of this plant, and fuch frictions render them ffelh 
and nimble. They pretend that the leaves of the Sondi-fa-fat are incorruptible. They 
are applied with fuccefs to wounds. 

Vognin d*of mg. Parafite plant, the leaves of which refemble thofe of the lily. The 
period when rhis plant flowers announces the time of whale-filhing. It flowers in June. 
The prows of the piroguas which are intended for the whale-filhery are ornamented 
with large bunches of its flowers. 

Azimena. Very beautiful flirub with a bufliy top. Its leaves are thick, and of a 
bright green colour. It rifes to the height of four feet j and its flowers exhale an ex¬ 
ceeding fweet odour, 

TeulongouaJa. A flirub the leaves of which are odoriferous, and ferve the Male¬ 
gaches to make pillows. It is about four feet in height, and its fruit are bitter, oily, 
and aromatic. 

Vma-azigne. The ftraighteft and talleft tree found in Madagafcar, It greatly fur- 
pafles in height all the other trees of the iiland. Its wood, which is yellow, hard, 
and heavy, is employed for building houfes; but more commonly for making the 
keels of piroguas. The gum which diftils from this tree, is as yellow as amber; but 
it is vifeous and without l'mell. The Malegaches procure from this valuable tree a 
kind of clear oil, which when frefli has a very agreeable tafte. This oil mixed with 
rice renders that food more delicate } and it is for the moft part prepared in this man¬ 
ner by thefe iflantlers. 

Tougmonnam. Tree which grows on the fummits of the mountains. Its wood, 
which is hard and heavy, is of a red or brownifli yellow colour, and is ufed for cabinet 
work and aflagays. 
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Vohan-JUan . Tree twelve feet in height. Its trunk, -which is ftraight, is covered 
with prickles j and its leaves* which are four inches and a half in length* and two and 
a half in breadth* are of a beautiful green colour. There are no leaves on the trunk 
of this tree ; but its top* which is perfectly round* is loaded with them. The wood- 
pigeons are remarkably fond of the fruit of the mhan-Jilan * the appearance of which 
is altogether Angular. 

Touhuc. Bufliy fhrub which grows in every kind of foil. I he fruit of this fhrub 
has an agreeable take* and is known under the name of the Madagafcar flrawberry. 
It is efteemed by the Europeans as well as by the Malegaches. 

Voua-fiverantou. Bufliy fhrub which rifes to the height of fix or feven feet* It 
grows commonly in a fandy foil* Its wood is white, 

Gki-fini-fuL Beautiful fhrub* the item of which is ftraight* and without leaves. 
Its top is round and bufliy- * 

Finguere* Kind of wild fig-tree* which* when mcifions are made in it* yields a 
milky juice* This juice, after it coagulates, forms a real elaftic gum, like that which 
diftils from the caoutchouc. The Malegaches make flambeaux of it, which bum 
without wicks, and afford them an excellent light when they go out to fifh in the 
night-time. Spirit of wine makes no impreffion on this gum; but it diffolves in Esther 
and linfeed-oiL There are alfo other fat and oily fubftances which affeCt it very 
fenfibly. 

The fingttere rifes to the height of twenty feet* Its leaves are eight inches long, and 
four in breadth. Its fruit refembles a round fig, and is full of fmali feeds. The Male¬ 
gaches eat this fig with pleafure ; but for my part I found it bitter and cauftlc. 

On attentively examining the bottles and other veffels which the Peruvians make of 
elaftic gum* ir may be readily comprehended how eafy it would be to employ it in 
chirurgical operations. Belts and bandages made of this fubflance would be attended 
with many advantages. Diflblved in linfeed-oil or sether, it in a great meafure lofes its 
elafticity, and in that ftate it is very proper for coating over filk, in order to render It 
impervious to air or water. M. Bernard lately has employed elaftic gum for a variety 
of purpofes* which it would be too tedious to enumerate* I niuft, however, obferve 
that the Chinefe have been long acquainted with the art of diSolving this elaftic gum, 
and of giving it various colours. M, Batin, minifter of ftate, was fo kind as to fhew 
me feveral articles made of it, the mod remarkable of which was a fmali ball, per¬ 
fectly refembling a ball of amber. 

Bdgfiets - Plant from which real indigo is procured In Madagafcar. The iflanders 
extraQ: this dye from it by a very Ample operation. When the plant begins to flower, 
they infufe die ftem and the leaves in water. After they have become putrid, the wa¬ 
ter a flumes a violet colour* and when this colour grows very dark, the Item and leaves 
are taken out, A certain quantity of oil is then poured into the coloured water, and 
the water being drawn offy a fediment remains behind* which, when dried in the fun, 
furnifhes a beautiful indigo, 

M. de la Marck made me obferve that the revend/as is not a nutmeg-tree* but a 
proper genus. It is the bagatophyllum 

Hie inieby, according to the opinion of that learned botanift* is a courbariUrymenm* 

The antafara, according to the fame* is a fpecies of the genus called tabernu-tnon - 
tana* 

* Juf * Gen < p.431. 

The 
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The//«?ois the cafuarina of Forfter and Linnaeus thefon. 

The vua-tcbirie is the pandamus. 

L ’^enumeration, here given, of the trees and plants of Madagafcar, I have made 
no mention of ananas, white pepper, water-melons, bananas, Indian faffron the large 
cardamom, gmger, veronica, alkekengi, purflain, fweet bafil, ftar-wort, gentianella, 

&r £ f 'V?* f the nenuphar, &c. 

. With regard to the animals found in Madagafcar, Flacoart has left nothin^ of 
importance for me to fay on that fubjeft. ° 


Description of a Tree, which bears a singular Fruit, much cele¬ 
brated in India, and known under the Name of the Cocoa of the 
Maldives. 

THE tree which bears that fruit, known under the name of the Cocoa of the Mai. 
dwes, or the fca cocoa, rifes to the height of forty or fifty feet. The top of this beauti- 
ful tree which may be claffed among the palms, has the form of a fan ; and is com- 
poled of ten or twelve branches, twenty feet long. Each of thefe branches, or palms, 
proceeds from a pedicle fix feet in length, which is indented quite round. 

From the bottom of the leaves arifes a ramified panicle, the branches of which are 
terminated by female flowers* The piftil of thefe flowers^ when ripe, produces a fphe- 
neat fruit, eight or ten inches in diameter. The covering of the fruit is thick and 
fibrous, tike that of the common cocoa. The fbape of thefe cocoas, however is ex¬ 
tremely fmgular \ and the bottom of them is filled with a milky fubftance, of a bitter 
and diiagreeabie tafte. The trunk of this tree differs very little from that of the cocoa- 
tiee j but it is larger and harder- ^ The Ifle of Palms is covered with this tree : but it is 
not to be found in any of the neighbouring iflands, or in any other known part of the 
world, it is probable, therefore, that thofe nuts tvhich are accidentally found at the 
Maldives have come from the Ifle of Palms, though the diftanee between thefe two 
places is about three hundred leagues. This remark may ferve to point out the direc¬ 
tion ot the currents in the Indian Ocean. 

The Indians atcribe great medicinal virtues to this nut, known to botanifts under the 
name of nux medtea. The Afiatic phyficians pretend that it is untifcoibutie; that it 
radically cures^ the venereal difeafe j and that it is a powerful antidote againil poifon* 
Ihe Indian princes caufe cups to be made of it, which are always more or lefs orna~ 
merited with gold and precious ftones* Thefe cocoas are in fo much requeft all over 
Ana, that it was not uncommon, about the year 17 59 s the period when they were 
difcoveredjj to fee them (old for upwards of four hundred pounds fterlirjg each. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE DISCOVERY AND CONQUEST 

OP 

THE CANARY ISLANDS: 

Tran Sated from a Spanifh Manufcript, lately found in the Ifland of Palma** 
With an Enquiry Into the Origin of the Ancient Inhabitants- 

By George Glas, 


BOOK I. 

T HE fir ft account we had of the Canary Iflands being publicly known in Europe, 
after the decline of the Roman empire, was feme lime between the years 1316 
and 1334, by means of a French fhip that was driven among them by a ftorm* 

Upon this difcovery, a Spamfli nobleman, Count of Glaramonte, named Don Luis, 
fon of Don Alonzo de la Cerda, furnamed the Difmherited f, procured a grant J of 
thofe iflands, with the title of King, from Pope Clement VI, upon Condition that he 
would caufe the gofpel to be preached to the natives. 

Two years after this, Don Luis obtained a Licence from Pedro, king of Arragon, to 
equip a fleet from feme of his ports, in order to take poffeflion of the Canary Iflands \ 
but though feme of his (hips were afliually fitted out, yet the defign failed, firft by 
reafon of his being engaged in feme other affairs, and laftly by his death, which hap¬ 
pened foon after* However, it is probable that either part of that fquadron, or feme 
other Ihips, went to the Canaries about that time, the crews of which were natives of 
Majorca, which then belonged to the crown of Arragon - What became of thofe 
veffels ill all be related in its proper place- Nothing was done afterwards towards per¬ 
fecting the difeovery, until the year 1385, when feme Bifcayners and inhabitants of 
Seville joined to equip a fleet of five Ihips at Cadiz, in order to make defeenrs upon and 
plunder the Canary Iflands and the adjacent coaft of Barbary* The command of thefe 
ihips was given to one Ferdmando Peraza, a gentleman of Seville. 

After coafting the African Ihore, they failed weft:ward, and fell in with the ifland 
now called I,ancerota 3 where they landed* The natives came in crowds to the port 
to behold them : but the Spaniards (hooting feme arrows among them, killed feme, 

* 410, London, 1754. 

t He was right heir to the crown of CafUUe, but was deprived of it by his uncle Sancho IV* From 
Donna Ifabella, daughter to this Luis de la Cerda, is defeeuded the noble family of Medina Cell in Spain* 
Mariana. 

t When this grant was made to Den it gave fiich umbrage to the Englifh ambafFadors, who then 

happened to be at Romej that they immediately dlfpatched an expreis to their court, to prevent this con¬ 
veyance, imagining there were no other Fortunate Idauds than thofe of Great Britain : fuch was th eigno- 
rance of thofe times. Ntflii iV Cofmography , 
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wounded others., and 10 frightened the reft that they ran away; upon which the Spaniards 
inarched to the town where the natives refided, which they facked, and carried off a 
large booty o; goat-flrins, tallow, and fheep, and one hundred and feventy of the 
inhabitants, among whom were Guanareme, King of the ifland, and Tinguafaya, his 
wife : with thefe they returned on board their fhips, and failed back to Spain ; where, 
in thofe days* their plunder was reckoned to be very valuable. 

Ihe next expedition to Lancerota was from Seville, in the year 130-7. This fleet 
tiid not attempt to fuhdue the ifland, but returned foon after, with ftveral captives and 
a great number of goat-fkins; by which it appeared that the defign of the Spaniards, 
in thofe expeditions, was only to enrich themfelves by robbery and Dlunder. Several 
people now, excited by avarice, folicited Henry III, King oF Caftille, for a licence to 
conquer the Canary 1 Hands, as Henry pretended they were his property ; but on what 
he founded this claim, I believe, is not known. In the year 1369, the contention for 
the crown of Caftille was ended by the death of Don Pedro, who was ftabbed by his 
baftard-brother Don Henry, who then fucceeded to the crown. A few years before 
this happened, feveral noblemen, from the province of Normandy in France, came to 
Caftille, to the afliftance of Don Henry, among whom were Bertran Claquin, Cogita¬ 
ble, and llubin de Bracamonte, Admiral of France. This laft had two nephews by a 
filler who lived in Normandy, and, was married to the Lord of Betancourt Granville, 
and other places in that country: the eldeft, named John de Betancour, though at 
that time an old man, had a ltrong defire to travel, and do lomething worthy of his 
anceftors, and. therefore determined to make a voyage to Spain to vifit his uncle the 
Admiral, With this view he went to Rochel, a fea-port town, where he was to em¬ 
bark for that country: while he remained there, he became acquainted with one 
Gadifei tie la. Sala, a man of confiderable fortune. This perlon, having the fame 
paflion for feeing foreign countries, foon agreed with John de Betancour to go with 
him in queft of the Fortunate iflands, much talked of at that time in Europe. In 
order to profecute their defign, they fold fome of their lands, and mortgaged others* 
by which they raifed money fufficient to equip a fmall fleet, well provided with fkilful 
mariners, pilots, and fome people as interpreters, who mull confequently have been 
m fome of the iflands before that time. 

1 his fleet confifted of three fhips, containing two hundred perfons, exdufive of the 
feamen: among that number were many young gentlemen of Normandy, feveral of 
whom were relations of John de Betancour. On the firft of May, 1400, they fet fail, 
and proceeded on the voyage, without any thing of confequence happening to them* 
until they .arrived at the iflands. The firft they Guv was Lancerota, which name was 
then given to it by John de Betancour, probably in honour of fome perfon of his 
acquaintance. When he landed his men, the natives gathered together in a body to 
defend themfelves, imagining that thefe ftrangers were come to plunder and carry them 
off, as others had done before: but oblerving the French to be well armed, and 
keeping together, they were afraid to attack them, but retired into the country* and 
left them at liberty to encamp in a convenient place ; for the natives had nothing to 
oppole them with but flicks and ftones, thefe being their only weapons. 

But finding that the French remained fome days in the fame place, without follow¬ 
ing or attempting to moleft them, they began to take courage, fo that fome of them 
ventured into the camp, who were well treated by John de Betancour and Gadifer de 
la Sala, who allowed them to take whatever they chofe, and to come in and go out 
of the camp whenever they pleafed. This good treatment removed all their ftars; 

infomuch 
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infomuch that when the French began to build a fort for their defence and accommoda¬ 
tion, the natives chearfully aflifted them in bringing Hones, lime. See. necefl'ary for the 
work. This fort was built at the port of Rubicon. 

The ready obedience and quiet behaviour of the natives gave great farisfaclion to 
John de Betancour and Gadifer de la Sala. They now determined to pafs over to the 
next ifland, which is feparated from Lancerota only by a channel of two leagues in 
breadth; and, leaving an officer and feme men in the port of Rubicon, they landed at 
Valtarrahala, in the ifland of Fuertaventura, then called by the French Fortuite. The 
inhabitants, feeing fuch a number of flrange people coining into their ifland, gathered 
in great numbers to oppofe them, being men of a more warlike fpirit than thofe of 
Lancerota, ftronger, and of a larger fize ; which the French perceiving, and confider- 
ing what a handful of people they had to attack fuch a multitude with, thought pro¬ 
per to reimbark, and fet fail: taking, therefore, a view of fome of the reft of the iHands, 
they afterwards returned to Lancerota, where they confulted what was next to be 
done j and confidering how few people they had for fuch an undertaking as the con¬ 
queft of the iflands, it was determined that Gadifer de la Sala fhould return to France, 
in order to bring over fupplies of men, &c. Accordingly he went; but, unfortunately 
for the expedition, he died a few days after his arrival in France. When this was 
known to John de Betancour, he found hiinfelf deprived of his expected fuccours, 
and without money or friends in France; which determined him to embark for Spain, 
where he arrived, and applied to his uncle Rubin de Braeamonte, and other relations 
there, for afliftance to profecute his defign : but his chief patron and interceflbr with 
the King of Caftille was the Infant Don Ferdinando, afterwards King of Arragon, by 
whofe means he procured from the king, Don Henry III, a grant of the Fortunate 
Iflands, with the title of King, This done, he went to Seville, and equipped a fleet, 
well provided with men and neceffaries, for the conqueft of thefe iflands, the King 
fupplying him with money to defray the charge of that armament. This grant of the 
Canary Iflands to John de Betancour was dated in the year 1403. 

_ When. John de Betancour arrived in this country, the ifland of Fuertaventura was 
divided into two kingdoms, one commencing at the Villa and continuing unto Handia, 
and the other extending from the Villa unto Corralejo, which were feparated by a loofe 
dry ftone wall, four leagues in length, croffing the breadth of the ifland from fea to 
fea. There were in this ifland, at the time of the conqueft, four thoufand fighting 
men. Thofe amongft them who were moft famous for their virtue and valour had the 
appellation of Mahay and Altihay, which were names of great honour. It is faid that 
when John de Betancour and Gadifer de la Sala came in queft of thefe iflands, the 
then king of Lancerota, who was named Guadarfia, was defeended from an European, 
who had been driven by atempeft on this ifland, and whofe hiftory is related after this 
manner: 

When Don John I, fon of Henry II, reigned in Caftille, he was engaged in a war 
againft the King of Portugal and the Duke of Lancafter, about the fucceflion to the 
crown of Caftille ; the duke pretending that it was his right, on account of his mar¬ 
riage with Donna Conftanza, eldeft daughter of King Peter. 

In the com* of that wav, and about the year 1377, King John fent fome /hips, com¬ 
manded by one Martin Ruiz de Avendano, to fcour the coafts ofGallicia, Bifcay, and 
England. This fleet met with a fevere tempeft, which lafted many days, infomuch 
mat the admiral s uiip was obliged to bear away and drive before the wind, until 
she arrived in a port at the ifland of Lancerota* 
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Here the Spaniards landed, and were kindly received by the natives, who treated 
them, with the beft that the ifland afforded. Don Martin Ruiz de Avendano was lodged 
in the houfe of Qonzamas, the king, while he remained in the ifland. In that time 
he became fo intimate with Fayna, the King’s wife, that fhe had a daughter by him 
named \ co. Her complexion was very fair, in coniparifon of the natives : when of 
age, fhe was married to one of the royal family, who became King of the ifland after 
Guanarame and Tinguafaya were carried prifoners to Spain, in the fleet commanded 
by i'erdmand Peraza, in the year 1385 or 1 386. By this man Yco had a fon named 
Guadarfia* After Guanaramc’s death, there was a great diffention in the ifland about 
the fucceffion ; the natives inlifting that Guadarfia was incapable of it, becaufe his 
mother Yco was not noble, being, as was fuppofed by her colour, the daughter of a 
ft ranger, and not of Qonzamas the king. To end the difpute, the council met, and 
came to a refolution, to fhut up Yco with three female fervants in the houfe of the 
deceafed Qonzamas, and there to fmoke them ; and if fhe came out alive, fhe was to 
be declared noble, and the genuine offspring of Qonzamas. Before fhe went to the 
fmoaky trial, an old woman advifed her to convey fecretly into the room a large fpunge 
moiftened in water, and when the fmoke fliouid begin to be troublefome, to put it to 
lier mouth and noftrils, and breathe in it. Yco took her advice, which fucceeded to 
her wifh; for when the door of the room that was fmoked was opened, the three fer¬ 
vants were found ftifled, and Yco alive; upon which fhe was brought forth with 
great marks of honour, and her fon Guadarfia was immediately declared King of Lan- 
cerota.. This is the fame whom John de Betancour found reigning, on his firfl: arrival 
at that ifland. 

John de Betancour, being defirous of bringing the ifland of Canaria into fubjettion to 
him, failed thither with two fhips, and anchored at a place called Anganagen, where 
he landed all the forces which he brought with him, and marched them up the country 
in good order, and with great precaution, left they fhould be furprifed. This was a 
neceflary meafure, as appeared afterwards; for the natives, feeing fuch a number of 
armed men on their ifland, immediately gave the alarm to each other, and affembled 
in great numbers, headed by a King or Captain, named Artemis, and fell upon the 
Europeans with great fury and refolution, annoying them with ftones and darts, which 
they threw by hand with amazing dexterity, and with fuch velocity as to exceed the 
motion of thofe thrown from flings or bows. Befides thefe weapons, they had flicks 
or poles, whofe ends were hardened by fire, and fharpened, which they ufed as.fpears. 
John de Betancour and his men defended themfelves with the greateft courage; but the 
attack they had to fuftain was fo rude, and the natives, with their Captain Artemis, 
preffed fo furioufly on them, that though the Europeans killed a great number of them, 
they were at length obliged to give way, and retreated in good order to the fea-fhore; 
but the natives gathering on every fide, to the number of five thoufand, purfued our 
adventurers fo clofely, that John de Betancour, finding it in vain to attempt the con- 
queft of the place with fuch an handful of men againft fuch a multitude of well-armed 
and valiant inhabitants, reimbarked with his troops, under favour of the night, in the 
beft manner he could, leaving the field of battle to his enemies, who neverthelefe bought 
their victory at a dear rate, having their King Artemis, with many others, killed in 
the engagement. 

From Anganagen the fleet failed for the ifland of Palma; but not being able to effeft 
a landing, it was determined to return to Canaria, to try their fortune once more againft: 
the courageous natives, and retrieve the honour they imagined they had loft there: but on 
their arrival they found thofe people affembled in vaft numbers to oppofe them, which 

vol. xvi. 5 jw made 


8 x2 GLAS's HISTORY OF THE CANARY ISLANDS. 

made them fail back to Fuertaventura. It was on this expedition that John de Betan- 
cour gave the epithet of Grand (or Great) to the ifland of Canaria, which it retains 
to this day. 

John de Betancour remained feme time in Fuertaventura, to refrefh his men, and 
tore them of their wounds. After his unfuccefsful attempt on Canaria, he could not 
pretend to try his fortune again there, for want of more foldiers j but, not enduring 
to remain idle, he determined to make an attempt on fome other ifland. To this end 
he took with him all the men that could be fpared from his garrifons of Lancerota and 
Fuertaventura, and failed to the ifland of Gomera, where he landed at the principal 
port without oppofition, which furprifed him greatly, and made him apprehenfive of 
an ambufcade ; he therefore marched flowly up the country, with the greateft pre¬ 
caution. Soon after he perceived the natives approaching towards him in a diforderly 
manner, without any fign of hoflility, but on the contrary with an appearance of mirth 
and joy; however, they came armed with darts, lances, fwords, fliields, and crofs- 
bows, which greatly perplexed him, and made him ftill more apprehenfive of danger, 
till they drew very near to him, when fome of them accoded the Europeans in the 
Spanifli tongue, which amazed and agreeably furprifed them. Both parties now began 
to converfe together freely and in a very friendly manner; and the Europeans were 
mod courteoufly entertained by them. This behaviour of the Gomerans, the fertility 
of their ifland, the goodnefs of the climate, and its excellent harbour, induced John 
de Betancour to fpend fome time in it, in order to refrelh and drengthen his people. 
During his day in Gomera the Europeans and riatives lived together in the utmoft 
harmony, infomuch that thefe gave a cordial invitation to the new-comers to take up 
their refidence among them. This invitation was readily accepted by John de Betan¬ 
cour, who thereupon made a divifion of lands among his followers, and determined, 
fince he had now bid adieu, to his native country, to fix his refidence for the remain¬ 
der of his life in the pleafant ifland of Gomera. 

We mud now enquire into the caufe of this kind reception which the Europeans met 
with from the natives, and by what means fome of the latter fo well underftood and 
fpoke the Spanifli language. 

It appears then, that about thirty years before the arrival of John de Betancour, fome 
Spanifli veflels came to Gomera, commanded by one Don Ferdinando, who landed at 
a place where the King’s brother lived: the natives attacked the Spaniards, but were 
defeated, and the King’s brother loft his life in the encounter. After this, Don Fer¬ 
dinando marched in-land; but as foon as Ainalvige, the King of the place, heard of 
the invafion of the ifland by ftrangers, and of the death of his brother, he gathered 
the natives together, and gave battle to the Spaniards, who were defeated, and pur- 
fued into a place which had only one narrow entry, fo that they could not retire'but 
by throwing themlelves over the fteep cliffs that furrounded them, the iflanders having 
blocked up the paffage by which they entered with felled trees, and guarded it fo 
-clofely, that the Spaniards were compelled to remain there two days without meat or 
driuk. At laft Don Ferdinando found means to come to a parley with Amalvige, in 
which he fo effectually wrought upon that Prince’s compaflionate difpofiuon, that he 
ordered the paffage to be cleared, and conducted the ftrangers to his refidence, where 
he entertained them with great hofpitality, giving them provifions and whatever elfe 
he could afford ; in Ihort, he treated them as if no difpute had ever fubfifted. When 
Don Ferdinando returned to his flaps, which he had left in the harbour, he made 
ieveral prefcnts to Amalvige^ confiding of fwords^ fliields, and other warlike accou* 
trements, wliich were held in great efteera by the natives: lie then took leave of his 
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benefactor, and failed away. It is faid, that before he departed, Amalvige was con¬ 
verted, and baptized-with many of his people; that he was named Ferdinando 
Amalvige; and that when the Spaniards were going away, the King begged of their 
commander that he would leave fome perfon to inftrnCt them in their new do&rine, 
upon which he left a prieft, and promifed to return foon himfelf. The prieft did not 
Jong furvive the departure of Don Ferdinando ; however, by his good behaviour, in 
that fhort fpace of time he greatly won the affections of the natives, and baptized many 
of them. They fay it was owing to him that John de Betancour was fo well received in 
Gomera, having filled their minds with the mod favourable impreffions of the Spaniards. 
Who this Don Ferdinando was, cannot certainly be determined: there are two opinions 
concerning him; the one is, that he was one Don Ferdinando Ormel, a native of 
Corunna, in Gallicia, who, with feveral of his countrymen, left the fervice of the 
King of Caftille, to enter Into that of the King of Portugal. About the year 
1382, he went with a fleet to fcour the coaft of Spain, fubjed to Don Juan I* then 
King of Caftille, and was driven by a tempeft, with fome of his fliips, to the ifland 
of Gomera : this Don Ferdinando was father of Don Juan Ferdinando Ormel who was 
killed by King John I, of Portugal in the houfe of the Queen Donna Leonora. The 
other opinion is, that he was one Don Ferdinando de Caftro, who was in the fervice of 
King Ferdinando of Caftille, and much beloved by him After that King's death he 
went to refide in England, and could never more be prevailed on to return to his 
native country ; but we are not told how he left England, or what accident brought 
him to Gomera* 

Why this ifland was called Gomera Is not known, though it undoubtedly bore that 
name before the arrival of John de Betancour, which it (till retains* 

John de Betancour, after fettling affairs in Gomera, failed to the ifland of Hierro or 
Ferro, and anchored in the harbour belonging to that ifland. When the natives per¬ 
ceived the fhips approaching with their white fails, they remembered the prophecy of a 
man who had formerly lived among them, named Yore, and who was reckoned a 
foothfayer or diviner; this man, when on his death-bed, called the natives together, 
and told them that after his death, when his flefh fhould be confumed and his bones 
mouldered to duft, their god Eraoranzan would come to them in white houfes on the 
water; and advifed them not to refill or fly from him, but to adore him, becaufe he 
was to come to do them good. The natives, who placed great faith in his predictions, 
buried him in a place apart from the reft of their dead, that his bones might afterwards 
be diftinguiflied from theirs* Now feeing the fliips approach with their white fails 
levelling on the furface of the waves, they firmly believed the prophecy was fulfilled, 
and went to the cave where Yore was buried, and there found his bones crumbled to 
duft \ upon which they ran joyfully to the ftiore to receive their god Eraoranzan* 

When John de Betancour anchored in the port, he took great care in landing his 
men, for fear of being overpowered by the iflanders, who were crowding to the 
waterTide $ but finding that they were unarmed, and fiiewed no figns of hoftility, 
he approached them, and was received with every demonftration of joy and 
friendlnip : the natives concluded the Europeans to their houfes, and treated them with 
the bell of every thing they had* John de Betancour having thus got footing in Hierro, 
gave thanks to God for his fuccefs, and that no blood had been fpilt on the occafion* 
Hertaid there fome days to refrefh his people, and then returned to Fuertaventura, after 
leaving in Hierro a mixed garrifon, compofed of Bifcayners, French, and Flemings, 
under the command of one Lazaro, a Bifcayner, to whom he gave a flrift charge to 
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behave to the natives with indulgence, and to ufe all poflible means to inftruct them in 

the faith and doXrine of the Church of Rome. 

The name of this ifland, before the arrival of John de Betancour, was Eiero, which 
fienifies, in the language of its ancient inhabitants, Strong: when the Spaniards /hewed 
them iron, they found it exceeding every thing in ftrength, therefore they called it 
Efero i and afterwards, when they began to fpeak the CailiIlian language, they called 
iron indifferently by the name of Efero, or Hierro, which laft is the Spanilh word for 
that metal; fc that they at laft tranflated the real name of the ifland Efero into the 
Spanilh one Hierro, which it retains to this day. But the Portuguefe and feme others 
following their own dialect, call it lerro * and fome will have it, that the natives 
called it Fer; though there is no proof for this aflertion. 

The four iflands, Lancerota, Fusrta ventura, Gomera* and Hierro, being now con¬ 
quered, the natives converted, and order eftablifhed among them, John de Betancour, 
after taking fome repofe, began to think ferioufly of retrieving his honour, which he 
imagined had been fullied by the unfuccefsful attack on Canaria; and to avenge him- 
felf on the natives for the lofs of fo many brave foldiers as had fallen in that ex¬ 
pedition. 

Accordingly, in November 1406, he muftered all his forces, embarked with them, 
and failed for Canaria. But fearing his ffiips might be defcried by the natives of that 
ifland, he avoided approaching the coaft till evening; when, under favour of the night, 
he anchored in the port of Gando, and that he might not alarm the Canarians, dif- 
embarked his men filently, placed fome parties in ambulh, and prepared for an attack 
by day-break. However, the Canarians having, fmce the firft invafion of their ifland, 
kept a conftant look-out for the approach of an enemy (and /hips may be feen from 
the tops of the high fnountains of Canaria at a great diftance), he found his fchemes 
all fruftrated ; for, the evening before, the natives had difcovered his fleet, and were 
prepared to give thofe difturbers of their repofe a warm reception: accordingly, when 
the Europeans difembarked in the night, they watched all their motions, unperceived 
by them; and after having formed coanter-ambufcades, they gave a great fliout, as a 
fignal for the attack, and fell fuddenly upon Betancour and his men with fuch impe- 
tuofity that they were put to the rout, great numbers being killed and wounded. Had 
it not been for John de Betancour’s remarkable prefence of mind in rallying his men 
for a retreat, joined with the courage and difcipline of his troops, not one of thofe 
that had landed could have efcaped; and, after all, it was with the greateft difficulty 
they regained their fliips. This repulfe obliged John de Betancour, againft hi* will, 
to return back with his troops to his iflands of Lancerota and Fueitaventura, where he 
remained fome time, inconfolable for his bad fuccefs, notwithftanding all the people 
could do to divert his grief, fo much was he vexed with this difappointment. But 
time, which conquers every thing, got the better of his uneafmefs, and at length to¬ 
tally difiipated it, fo that he began to contrive how to repair his bad fortune. After 
anxioufly revolving many fchemes in his mind for that end, he determined upon one, 
which was that of going again to Spain, to folicit affiftance from rhe King of CaftiUe, 
Don Henry III, by whofe aid he had been enabled to conquer the iflands of Fuertaven- 
tura, Gomera, and Hierro; and was the more encouraged to hope for fuccefs from 
the many connexions and relations which he had at the court of Caftille. He then 
fent for the chiefs of the four iflands, natives as well as Europeans, to whom he opened 
his mind at large, concerning his intended voyage to Spain, and his projeX of fub- 
duing the other three iflands, efpecially Canaria, where they had been hitherto fo 
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gnevoufly baffled; telling them, at the fame time, that he hoped ihortly to return 
with large fupphes of men, money, flapping, and other neceffaries : moreover he pro- 
imfed to go to Rome, to re quell of the Pope to fend over a Bifliop to take care of 
then fouls. He, above all things, recommended to them to live in amity and concord 
during his ablepce ; and gave them feme neceffary inftruaions in relation to the nre* 
ferymg peace with the natives j acquainting them at the fame time that he intended to 
make his nephew, Mafon de Betaneour, Governor of the iflauds in his abfence of 
who e prudence and good-will towards them all he was well attired: and that he 
would protea and befriend every one to the utmofl: of his power. He then proceeded 
to make a partition of lands, referving to himfelf the fifth part of the produce of the 
tour illands; but declared to the Europeans who had affifted him in conquering them 
that he would deprive them of no part of their prefent poffeffions till after the expira! 
tion ol nine years. .This exemption he intended as a reward for their fidelity and the 
nardlhips which they had endured in his fervice. As to Mafon de Betaneour, he made 
over to him the third part of his fifth of the produce of the iflauds, and declared him 
iole inheritor of the whole after his death. He gave him orders to build two churches* 
one in Lancerota, in the valley and village of Teguis, which is named St* Mary de 
Betaneour * and the other in Fueriaventura, called the church of St. Mary, from which 
the valley and village fo called take their names* 1 

The government of the conquered illands being thus fettled, John de Betaneour 
gathered alt the orchilla*, goat (kins, tallow, and Haves which he could procure, em¬ 
barked them in three Ihips, and fet fail, leaving another /hip in Lancerota to load with 
orchilla, which he ordered his nephew to fend to Italy. He arrived fafe at the port 
of St. Lucar de Baremeda, where he was received by the Count de Nieble, Don Henry 
de Guzman, father of the firft Duke of Medina Sidonia, with whom he ftaid a Ihort 
time to refrelh himfelf after the fatigue of his voyage, and then went to the court of 
t.a hile where he was gracioufly received by Queen Catherine, widow of Henry III. 
and the Infant Don Ferdinando, then guardians to the young Prince Don John. They 
were greatly pleafed to hear from his own mouth an account of the Canary Iflancfe 
with his adventures there. They promifed him their affiftance in reducing thofe which 
remained unconquered, made him many valuable prefents, and fumiflied him with an 
equipage and every thing neceffary for his journey to Rome at their own expence. 
Alter remaining Tome time in that city, where he faw every thing remarkable, he went 
to Avignon to wait on Pope Benedift XIII, who, at his requeft, appointed a Bifhop for 
the Canary Illands, with the title of Bifliop of Rubicon : this was one Albert, a Francif- 
can Friar, and native of Seville in Spain, brother to Guillen Peraza, of whom we fliall 
have occafion to make mention hereafter. From Avignon our adventurer went to his 
own houfe of Betaneour, in Normandy, to vifit his relations, and to fettle forne differences 
with his brother Reynald de Betaneour, concerning his lands in that country: from 
thence he went to Granville, where he fell fick and died, in the year 1408, aged feventy 
years, eight of which he had employed in the conqueft of the Fortunate Illands. His 
body was interred in the great chapel of Granville ; and having no children, his poffef¬ 
fions in Normandy fell to his brother Reynald, otherwife Morlet de Betaneour. 
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BOOK II. 

Of ths Etymology of the Word Can&ria, &C. 

IN the foregoing book we find that John de Betancour name this iJIand Gran Canaria, 
addins; the epithet Grand to its former name Canaria. He did not this on. account of 
us fize (for it is not the largeft of the Canary Iflands), but becaufe of the ftrength, 
courage, and number of its inhabitants, who baffled all his attempts to fubdue them. 
But how it came by the name Canaria is not eafy to determine ; for fince thofe iflands 
were known by the name of the Fortunate Iflands, this has always retained its proper 
name, Canaria. Pliny fays, that this ifland was named Canaria on account of its 
abounding with dogs of a very large fize, two of which were prefen ted to Juba, King 
of Mauritania. This opinion, however, feems to want foundation ; for it is natural to 
fuppofe that thefe dogs would have increafed greatly fince Pliny s time, wnereas on the 
contrary, when the Europeans came to Canaria they found not any dogs on the ifland. 
Other authors (among whom are Francifco de Tamara, in his Cufioms of all Nations; 
and Honiara, in his General Hiftory of the Indies) affirm that this ifland is called 
Canaria from the natives eating, like dogs, raw flefh in ereatquantities; but this af- 
fertion is falfe; for the natives ate flelh very moderately, and never raw. It is true, 
indeed, they only half roafted it; and the reafon they gave to the Spaniards, at the 
time of the conqueft, for this kind of cookery, was, that juice of the meat is its 
fubftance, confequently the beft and mo ft proper noun (h ment ior men. 

My author gives two opinions concerning the name Canaria, which indeed appear 
more probable than either of the foregoing. 

The fir ft is, that in Canaria there are a great many thorny bufhes, which bear fruit 
of a red colour, called in Latin, Uva Canina, i. e. Dog’s Grape, Thofe who difeovered 
this ifland in the rime of the Romans, feeing fuch a number of thofe bufhes, might 
from them name the ifland Canaria. 

The fecond opinion is, that it is named Canaria becaufe it abounds with an herb, 
called, in Latin, Canaria (but in the Caffillian language Triguera), which the dogs eat 
in the fprlng, to caufe themfeives to vomit or purge. When people fend their horfes 
to the field to graze, they take care to prevent their feeding in places where much of 
this herb grows, as it caufeth a great inereafe of blood in them, and that fo fuddenly 
as to fubject them to danger of fuffocation. He adds, that in the fkirts of Mount 
Arias, in Africa, there is a tribe of Africans called Canaries, who, perhaps, firfl dif¬ 
eovered and peopled this ifland, and'called it after their own name. But after all 
thofe opinions, he does not inform us what name the narives called the ifland by, which 
is certainly a great omiffion ; however, by his manner of treating the etymology of the 
name, it is to be fuppofed he took it for granted that they themfeives called their 
ifland Canaria. 

Fliny makes mention of a people called Canarii, who dwelt beyond Mount Atlas*, 
and bordering upon the country of the Peroefi Ethiopians. 

Ptolemy the geographer calls Cape Bianco, in Africa, or fome other cape on that coaft, 
fronting the Canary Iflands, Ganaria Extrema: and the Blacks, who now live on the 
banks of the river Senegal, call all that country between that river and Mount Atlas* 

* This country is that part of Africa adjacent to the Canary Blands, 
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Gannar. Formerly they knew more of it than at prefent, which I fhall have occafion 
to prove in the delcription of that country, 

Piom this fimilitude of names one would be naturally led to believe that the native! 
of the iiland Canaria and thofe of the neighbouring continent of Africa, were one and 
the fame people. For Pliny was certainly mifmformed when he related, that the 
Canarn bordering upon the Peroefi Ethiopians, were fo called from their living in 

fellowfhip with dogs* and fharing \vith ? and devouring like them, the bowels of wild 
hearts. 

When the Europeans came firfl to Gran Canaria, that iiland was fuppofed to contain 
no lefs than fourteen thoufand fighting men \ but a great ficknefs or plague prevailing 
amongft them fome time after, it fwept away two-thirds of the inhabitants. They were 
of a dark complexion, like the natives of Lancerota and Fuertaventura, well propor¬ 
tioned, and of a good ft at ore; aftive, warlike, cheerful, good-natured, and ftridtly 
faithful to their promifes, infomuch that they confidered a lye as the greateft of crimes. 
1 hey were very fond of hazardous enterprizes, fuch as climbing to the top of fteep 
precipices, to pitch poles of fo great a weight, that one of them was a fufficient burden 
for a man of common ftrength to carry on level ground. The Spaniards affirm that 
the devil affifted them in placing thefe poles, that others, attempting the like might 
fall down headlong and be deftroyed. My author fays, he believes this to be true; 
and that the devil appeared to them in the lhape of an animal relembling a fhock dog, 
and fomeiimes in other figures, which the natives call Tibiceuas. 

1 he Canarians had nobility among them, who were diftinguiffied from the vulgar 
by the peculiar cut of their hair and beards. It was not fufficient to entitle a inan’to 
nobility, that he was the offspring of noble or rich parents; but he was to be formally 
declared noble by the Faycag, a perfon of great rank, and next in dignity to the 
Guanarteme, whofe bufinefs it was to decide differences among the natives and regu¬ 
late the ceremonies of their religion: in fliort, he was a prieft, and adted alfo as a 
judge in civil affairs. Their manner of conferring nobility was very lingular: at a 
determined time of life, the fon of a nobleman let his hair grow long ; and when he 
found he had ftrength fufficient to bear the fatigues of war, he went to the Faycag, 
and faid, “ I am fuch an one, the fon of fuch a nobleman, and defire to be ennobled 
“ aho.” Upon which the Faycag went to the town or village where the young man 
was brought up, and there affembled all the nobles and others of that place, whom 
he made to fwear folemnly by Acoran, their god, to declare the truth concerning 
him. He then alked them, if they had ever feen the youth demean himfelf fo far as 
to drefs victuals or to go into the folds to look after ffieep or goats, and whether he 
was ever known to milk or kill them : if they knew any thing of his dealing cattle, 
or forcibly taking them away from the owners in time of peace ; whether he was any 
way difcourteous, ill-tongued, or guilty of any indecent behaviour, efpecially to women. 
If to thefe queftions they all anfwered in the negative, then the Faycag cut the youth’s 
hair in a round form, and fo Ihort as not to hang beneath his ears ; then, giving into 
his hand a ftaff or pole called Magade, declared him noble. But, on the other hand, 
jf the ftanders-by could charge him with any of thofe things, of which the Faycag had 
interrogated them, and bring fufficient proof thereof, then inftead of being declared 
noble, the Faycag ffiaved his head, and Cent him away in difgrace, by which he was 
rendered incapable of nobility, and remained ever after a plebeian. 

In their wars they held it as bale rind mean to moled or injure the women and 
children of the enemy, confidering them as weak and helplefs, therefore improper objects 
of their refentment: neither did they throw down or damage the houfes of worlhip. 

The- 
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The weapons ufed by the Canarians in war, were clubs, which they called Modagas; 
and Iharp-pointed poles, hardened by fire, and thefe they named Amodagas. But 
after the Europeans began to invade their ifland, they made targets in imitation of 
theirs; and fwords of Te-a, or pitch-pine, the edges of which were hardened by fire, 
and tempered in fuch a manner that they cut like fteel. 

Befides thefe, they had many other weapons, taken at different times from the Euro¬ 
peans, and which they carefully preferved, and made good ufe of, in the day of battle. 

But their chief ftrength lay in the before-mentioned Amodagas or wooden fpears, 
and ftones, which they threw with great force and dexterity. 

They had public places fet apart for fighting duels, in which were eminences or 
ftages, raifed for the combatants to fight on, that they might be the more eafily ob- 
ferved by all the fpeftators. When a challenge was given and accepted, the parties 
went to the Council of the ifland, called in the Canarian language Sabor, ("which con¬ 
fided of twelve members called Gayres) for a licence to fight, which was eafily obtained. 
Then they went to the Faycag to have this licence confirmed ; which being done, they 
gathered together all their relations and friends, not to affift them (for thofe people 
looked on with the fame compofure as if tire combat had been between two beafts *), 
but to be fpeftators of their gallantry and behaviour. The company then repaired to 
the public place, or theatre, where the combatants mounted upon two ftones, placed 
at the oppofite fides of it, each ftone being flat at top, and about half a yard in diameter, 
on thefe they flood fall without moving their feet, till each had thrown three round 
ftones at his antagonift. Though they were good markfmen, yet they generally avoided 
thofe mifiive weapons by the agile writhing of their bodies. Then arming themfelves 
with fliarp flints in their left hands, and cudgels or clubs in their right, they drew near 
and fell on, beating and cutting each other till they were tired ; when the parties, by 
confenr, retired with their friends, to eat and drink, but foon after returned to the 
feene of aft ion, and renewed the engagement, cudgelled and cut each other with great 
dexterity as before, until the Gayres called out Gama! Gama ! (i. e. Enough! Enough! 
or Give over!) when they immediately left off, and ever after remained good friends. 

If during the time of the combat, one of the parties happened to break his cudgel, 
then the other immediately defifted from linking, and fo the difpute ended, and the 
parties were reconciled, neither of them being declared viftor. Thofe duels were gene¬ 
rally fought on public feftivals, rejoicings, or fuch like occafions, which drew together 
a great concourfe of people, when the combatants had an opportunity to difplay their 
dexterity, ftrength, and valour. Thefe fpeftacles made a great itnpreflion on the minds 
or the youth, exciting in them a fpirit of emulation to excel in gallant feats. If either 
of the combatants happened to be deeply wounded, they beat a rufli till it became like 
tow, and dipping it in melted goats butter, applied it to the wound, as hot as the 
patient count bear it: the older the butter was, the fooner it effefted a cure. 


Of their Marriages, Manner of educating their Children, of their Worfhip, their Oaths , 

and their Habits . 


NONE of the Canarians had more than one wife, and the wife one hulband, con¬ 
trary to what feme mifinformed authors affirm. When the parents were inclined to 
marry tLeir daughter, they fet her apart thirty days, during which they fed her 


* The Spaniard*, and many other Europeans, when 
multitude of fpeftators, like the Englifli, when they box 
a Spaniard) makes the abore remark. 


they challenge, do not fight in earneft before a 
publicly in the llreets: therefore my- author (being 
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’frith large quantities of milk and goffio, in order to fatten her; for they imagined 
lean women were lefs capable of conceiving children than thofe who were fat. It has 
alfo been faid, that the night before the bride was prefented to her hutband, {he was 
delivered to the Guanarteme, who, if he did not chufe to He with her himfelf, gave her 
to the Faycag, or to fome other noble perfon of his intimate acquaintance, to enjoy her: 
but the prefent natives deny that fuch a cuftom ever exifted among their anceftors. 
They were very careful in the education of their children, and never failed to chaftife 
them when they did amifs. It was alfo cuftomary to propofe two of the youth as 
examples for the reft, the one of virtue, the other of vice ; and when a child did any 
thing to difpleafe its parents, they told it that fuch an action was like thofe of the 
perfon fet up as a bad example; on the other hand, when they did any thing praife- 
worthy, it was commended, and told that fuch behaviour was amiable, and refembled 
that of the good perfon. This fort of inftruction had the defired effeft, by rafting the 
fpirit of emulation among the youth to excel in virtuous adtions. 

The Canarians had among them religious women, called Magadas, a number of 
whom lived together in one houfe. There were many of thofe houfes in Canaria, which, 
were held facred ; and criminals who fled to any of them, were protected from the 
officers of juftice. The Magadas were diftingufthed from other women by their long 
white garments, which fwept the ground as they walked. The convents or houfes in 
which they dwelt were called Tamoganteen Acoran (i. e. houfes of god) ; but houfes 
of worlhip were called by the Canarians Almogaren (i. e. temples or holy houfes) j they 
were daily fprinkled with the milk of goats from whom they did not take the kids, and 
which were fet apart for giving milk for that purpofe. They held that this Acoran 
dwelt on high, and governed every thing on the earth. They adored him by putting 
their hands together, and lifting them towards heaven. 

In the illand there are two rocks, one in the diftrfet of Gaidar, named Tirmac; the 
other in Telde, called Vinicaya *. To thefe rocks they went in proceffion in times of 
public calamity, accompanied by the religious women called Magadas, carrying in 
their hands branches of palm-trees, and vefiels filled with milk and butter, which they 
poured on the rocks, dancing round them, and finging mournful fongs like dirges, or 
what the Spaniards call Endechas; from thence they went to the fea-fide, and all at 
once and with one accord ftruck the water forcibly with their rods, fliouting together 
at the fame time with a very loud voice. Their divifion of time was not by days, 
weeks, and years, as with us, but they reckoned by moons. 

The habit of the Canarians was a tight coat, with a hood to it like that of a Capuchin 
Friar ; it reached down to the knees, and was girded about the waift with a leather 
ftrap or girdle. This garment was made of a fort of rufh, which they beat until it 
was quite foft like flax, and then divided the filaments and wove them together. Over 
this they wore cloaks of goat fkins, with the hairy fide outwards in fummer, and in* 
wards in winter. They alfo wore caps made of the fkins of goats, taken off almoft 
entire, which they placed in fuch a manner on their heads that they had a goat’s beard 
hanging under each ear, which they l'ometimes tied under the chin. All thefe gar¬ 
ments were neatly fewed and painted, and in every other refped much more curious 
than thofe of the natives in the other iflands. Some wore bonnets-of fkins, adorned 
with feathers. Their lhoes were made of raw hities, like thofe in Lancerota and Fuer- 
laventura. 

* They fwore by thefe rocks, and thofe oaths were very folemn. 

vol. xvu 5 v They 


$20 


GLAS'S HISTORY OF THE CANARY ISLANDS. 


They had public houfes, or rooms, in which they afietnbled to dance and flag. 
The Canarian dance is (till in ufe in thefe iflands, and is called Canario: its flep is 
quick and fhort. Their fongs were either dirges or amorous fonnets, fet to grave and 
plaintive tunes. 

Of their PunifhmentS) Employments^ and Manner of living. 

THE Canarians were remarkable for their good government, regularity, and ftritl 
adminiftration of juftice. When a man committed a crime deferring of death, they 
apprehended him and put him in prifon, where he was tried, and immediately upon 
conviction they led him to the place of execution, which was the fame where they ufed 
to feaft, wreflle, and light duds. Here the delinquent was ftretched on the ground, 
and his head placed on a flat ftone; then the executioner, who was a man fet apart 
for that office, taking up a large heavy ftone, and lifting it as high as he could, he 
fuddenly let it fall on the criminals head. But for crimes that were not worthy of 
death, they ufed the Lex Talionis, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, &c. 

None of the Canarians exercifed the trade of a butcher except the dregs of the 
people. This employment was accounted fo ignominious, that they would not fo 
much as allow one of that profeflion to enter into any of their houfes, or to touch any 
thing belonging to them. It was made unlawful for the butchers even to Keep com¬ 
pany with any but thofe of their own profeflion ; and when they wanted any thing of 
another perfon, they were obliged to carry a ftaff with them, and point at what they 
wanted, {landing at a confiderable diftance. As a recompence for this abjedt ftate, 
the natives were obliged to fupply the butchers with every thing they had occafion for. 
It was not lawful for any Canarian, except the butchers, to kill cattle : when any 
perfon wanted his bead, &c. to be killed, he was obliged to lead it to the public fliam- 
fries, but was not allowed to enter himfelf j and this prohibition extended even to the 
women and children. 

r Ihe houfes in Gran Canaria were built of ftone, without cement, but fo neat and 
regular that they made a beautiful appearance. At the top they laid wooden beams 
or rafters, very clofe to each other, and covered them with earth. The walls of thefe 
houfes were very low, and the floors funk lower than the level of the ground on which 
they flood, being fo contrived for the advantage of warmth in the winter feafon. 
■1 heir beds and bedding were goat fluns drefled in the hair, after a molt curious 
manner. Their other furniture confifted of bafkets, and mats of palm-leaves and 
rufhes, made extremely neat, and very ingenioufly wrought. There were among 
them people, whofe foie occupation was to build houfes and manufacture mats, &c. 
1 he women in general were employed in painting and dying j and in the proper feafon 
they very carefully gathered the flowers, fhrubs, &c. from which they extrafled the 
feveral colours. The threads they ufed for fewing and other purpofes were made of 
the fpringy nerves or tendons of the loins of flieep, goats, or fwine, with which they 
were fuppbed by the butchers. Thefe they firft anointed with butter, and afterwards 
prepared by fire in fuch a manner that they could fplit them into fine threads at their 
pieafure. Their needles were made of bone, and their fifli-hooks of horn. All their 
veffels tifed m cookery were made of clay, hardened by the fun, which they called 
Ganigos. 1 heir wealth confided chiefly in goats, which they called Aridaman ; and 
fame fheep, which they called T aharan; they had alfo hogs, which they named Ta- 
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guacen. I heir common food was barley-meal roafted, which they called GofHo, and 
eat with milk or goats flefli. When they made a feafl, they dreffed this latter with 
hog s lard or butter, and this difh they called Tamazanona. Their barley, which they 
called Afamotan*, they ground with a hand-mill. The following is the manner in 
which they ploughed their lands ; about twenty people affembled together, each having 
a wooden mftrument (not unlike a hoe) with a fpur or tooth at the end of it, on which 
rhey fixed a goat s horn ; with this they broke the ground, and afterwards took care, 
it the ram came not m its proper feafon, to moiften it with water, which they brought 
by canals from the rivulets. The women gathered in the corn, of which they reaped 
only the ears: thefe they threihed with (ticks, or beat with their feet, and then win- 
nowed 111 their hands. 

Their only fruits were vicacorras, mocanes, and wild dates; and fome time before 
the con quell of their ifland* they had figs ; green figs they call Archormafe, and dried 
ones lehaunenen. Their poor lived by the fea-coaft, chiefly on fifli which they catched 
in the night-time, by making a blaze on the water with torches of pitch-pine. In the 
day-time, whenevci they difcovered a flioal of iardinas, a fmall fiih refetnbling herrings 
or pilchards, a great number of men, women, and children waded into the fea and 
fwimming beyond the (hoal, chafed the fi(h towards the fliore ; then with a net, made 
of a tough kind of rulli, they enclofed and drew them to land, and there made an 
equal divilion of their prize: in doing this, every woman in the company who had 
young children, received a fhare for each j or if (he happened to be with child, (he 
received a fhare for the child in her womb. 

When any of their nobles died, they brought out the corpfe and placed it in the 
fun, took out the bowels and entrails, which they wafhed, and then buried in the 
earth: the body they dried, and fwathed round with bandages of goat (kins, and then 
fixed it upright in a cave, cloathed with the fame garments which the deceafed wore 
when alive. But if no proper cave was at hand, they carried the dead body to one of 
tnofe itony places now called Mai Paices* where 5 levelling the ground and fixing the 
Jmall look /tones, they made a coffin of very large ones, placed fo as not to touch the 
body ; then they took another large /tone, two yards in length, wrought into a round 
rorm, anc with this they clofed the coffin, and afterwards filled up the niche between 
the top of the round {tone and the outer part of the fides of the coffin with fmall /tones, 
in Jo near a manner, that every one who beholds them mult be furprifed at the in¬ 
genuity of this people. ^ Some of their dead bodies were put into chefts, and after- 
wards depofited in a kind oi /tone fepulchres. There were certain perfons among 
them whofe profeflion it was, and who were fet apart for the purpofe of preparing the 
dead bodies burial, and making up the tombs. 

I he lower chifs of people were buried in the Mai Paices, in holes covered with dry 
(tones j and, excepting thofe bodies which w'ere placed upright in the caves all the 
others were laid with their heads towards the north. 


* I have reafon to believe that by my author’s ncgli 
fignifyiug Barley, and Afamotan, the above meafioneJ 
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BOOK III. 

Of the Ifland of Talma, and of the ancient Inhabitants thereof j their Manner's, 

Cuftotm, Worjlsip, &c, 

TT is not pofi lively known how this ill and came firfl to be called Palma. In all pro- 
-*■ bability it received this name from the Europeans at the time of their difeovering it, 
for the natives called it Benahoare, which in their language fignifies My Country*. 
When the Europeans firft landed on this ifland, it produced no fort of corn, or 
eatable roots, excepting the roots of fern, of which the natives made meal (as the 
inhabitants of this and fome other of the Canary Iflands do to this day), and alfo of 
the feed of a tree or flirub called Amaganie. Both thefe forts of meal they ate mixed 
with milk or broth; Their other forts of food were flefli of goats, flieep, and hogs, 
which they ate either roafled or boiled. The fkins of the two firft ferved them for 
cloathing, and of the latter they made fhoes. The weapon they ufed in war was a 
ftaff or pole, lharpened at the point and hardened by fire, which they called Moca. 


Of the Ifland of Thenerife or Tenerife . 

THE next ifland was named Thenerife, or the White Mountain, by the natives of 
Palma j Thener, in their language, fignifying a Mountain, and Ife, White; the Pike, 
or fummit of Thenerife being always covered with fnow. This name lias been con¬ 
tinued to it by the Spaniards ever fince; but the natives called it Chineche, and 
themfelves Vincheni: how the Spaniards caine to give them the name of Guanches, is 
not known. 


An Inquiry concerning the Origin of the Natives of the Canary Iflands. 

PLINY fays, “ There are no inhabitants in the Fortunate Iflands.” And in another 
place he fays, <e In Canaria are veftiges of buildings, which teftify that it was for- 
“ merly inhabited.” 

Plutarch’s fortunate Iflands were alfo peopled, according to his account of them ; 
for lio Liys in one pletce s * Ihe foil is fo abundantly fruitful j thst it produces Ipon*- 
taneoufly plants and fruits, for ufe and delicacy, fufficient to anfwer the wants and 
delight the palates of the inhabitants.’’ Defcribing the temperature of the climate, 
he fays, « It is firmly believed even by the barbarous natives themfelves, that this is 
« the feat of the Blefied.” 


, lhe S P^iards aifeed the meaning of the word Benahoare, the natives would naturally anfwer. 

Tins Place, cur Land,_ my Country, this Ifland, or our Dwelling-place but I have reafon to imagine 
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If thefe iflands were formerly inhabited, what became of the natives afterwards ? 
for Madeira and Porto Santo, when difcovered by the Portugueze, were utterly de- 
ftitute of inhabitants. It mull have been owing to fome uncommon event, that all thefe 
people abandoned their native country, without lb much as leaving a fingle family be* 
hind. Put if they perilhed in the iiland, it is Hill more extraordinaryfor we never 
heard of the whole inhabitants of any country being deftroyed without exception, by 
war, famine, peftilence, or any other calamity. If I may be allowed to guefs at the 
caufe of this depopulation, we rnuft obferve that almoft two thirds of each of the Canary 
Hlands are now covered with calcined rocks, pumice-ftones, and black dull or allies, 
which have formerly been thrown out from volcanoes, the remains of which are Hill to 
be feen in every one of thofe iflands. 

I do not think it improbable, that many of the natives might have been deftroyed 
by thofe violent eruptions; and that the remainder, being terrified, abandoned their 
country, and went in quell of new habitations: but where they went, is a queftion 
not eafily folved; though fome writers alfert, that they palled over to America: but 
this is mere conjecture. 

From two pa Sages in the Nubian Geographer, it would feera that there were inha¬ 
bitants in the Canary Iflands, Madeira, or Po to Santo, fome time after the conquell 
of Spain by the Moors, and before the Spaniards expelled the Moors from Lilbon, in 
1147. Of this the reader may judge for himfelf, as I lhall here tranferibe thofe 
paffages. 

Part h Of the Third Climate. “ In this fea is alfo the iiland of two brothers, 
“ magicians; the one of which is called Sciarraham, and the other Sciaram. 

“ This port is oppofite to Afafi*, and is at fo fmall a dillance from it, that, when 

the air on the fea is clear and free from clouds, you can difcern fmoke on the Con- 
“ tinent. There is alfo in this fea an iiland of iheep, which is large and covered with 
“ a dark cloud f; in which ifland are innumerable iheep, but fmall, and their flefli 
“ extremely bitter to the talle, arid unfit for food: and this likewife appears from the 
" relation of the Almaghrurin (Wanderers).’' 

Part I. Of the Fourth Climate. ** Oppofite to Lilbon (which is lituated on the 
“ coall of the Dark Sea), on the South bank of the river is the callle of Almaaden 
“ (of treafure), fo called from gold which is thrown out after a florin at fea. From 
w Lifbon went out Almaghrurin (the Wanderers), who attempted the Dark Sea, to 
“ make difcoveries : and from them a path in the town, not far from the lake, takes 
<f its name, which it will retain to lateft ages. 

“ And this is their hiltory. Eight men, who were coufins, having built a merchant- 
“ fliip, and provided it with water and neceffary provifions for feveral months, began 
* £ their voyage as foon as the eall wind began to blow: and when they had failed 
** almoft eleven days, with a fair wind, they came at lall to a certain fea, whofe 
** thick waters had a difagreeabie fmell, where there were many rocks and a dufky 
** light: wherefore, being afraid of certain Ihipwreck, they altered their courfe, and 


* That this is Azaffi in Barbary is beyond all doubt, as may be teen by what he fays thereof in the 
defcription of the kingdom of Morocco ; although Porto Santo is not fo near the Continent as he repre- 
fents it, yet it is exaftly, as he fays, fronting Afafi, or oppofite to it. 

f This anfwers ezaftly to the gloom or cloud that furrounded Madeira, when difcovered by the Por¬ 
tuguese, and which made them afraid to venture near it. The iflands Tenerife, Palma, and Madeira 
appear at a dillance (when the trade-wind blows) like thick dark clouds. Madeira was full of woods when 
difcovered, which no doubt attracted the vapours, and made it appear more gloomy. 


“ failing 
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cc failmg twelve days to the fouth* they landed upon an illand of fheep* or cattle, 
<c where innumerable flocks ftrayed without a Ihepherd or guide- tieve they found 
* c a fountain of running water* which was over-fhadowed by a wild fig-tree. And- 
having caught fome Iheep* or cattle* they killed them ; but perceiving their fielh fo 
** bitter that it could not be eaten* they only took their Ikins. After this* failing alfo 
** twelve days at the fouth* they defcried at a diflance a certain ill and* and feeing 
€c habitations and cultivated lands* they failed near to it* to make farther difeoveries- 
« But not long after* they were furrounded with boats* taken priioners* and conduced* 
€C together with their fhip, to a certain town fituated on the lea coak j where when 
* c they arrived they Taw reddifh me^n, with thin and long hair* and tall in ftature* the 
* c women were alfo furprifingly beautiful. They were kept there for three days* in a 
<£ certain houfe; but on the fourth day a man came to them* and alked them* in 
iC Arabic* concerning their condition* for what they came* and to whom they belonged ? 
When they had told him all their ftory* he promifed happy things to them* and at 
the fame time told them he was the King’s interpreter. Wherefore* the next day* 
« being brought to the King, and interrogated by him about the fame things which 
■* the interpreter had afked* they told the King the fame ftory which they had told the 
interpreter the day beforethat they had ventured to fea to difeover whatever was 
u remarkable or wonderful in it* and to penetrate to its utmoft bounds. The King 
* € hearing thefe things, laughed, and faid to the interpreter* Tell thefe men, that my 
tfC father commanded fome of his fubjefts to fail this fea ; and they failed by its breaddi 
K a whole month* fo that the light failed them altogether* and fo their voyage was 
c€ vain and ufelefs. Moreover* the King commanded the interpreter to promife good 
things in his name to thefe people* and to bid them put their confidence in him. 
f< They were then conducted back to the place of their confinement* and detained 
“ there till the weft wind began to blow. Then being put into a boat* with their eyes 

bound* they were feat to fea $ where* according to their relation* they remained 

cc three days and nights : at length they arrived at the Continent* where they were 
€i put on (hore* with their hands tied behind their backs* and thus left to Ihift for 
ec themfelves. In this condition they lay rill day-break, during which time they fuf- 
fered the greateft uneafinefs from being bound fo tight. But at length hearing a 
£t noife of human voices, they altogether called aloud for help \ when fome people 
w approaching, and feeing them in this miferable condition, enquired of them the 

caufe: thele people (who were barbarians) alked them if they knew how far they 

were from their own country ? To which they replied* they could not tell. Upon 
££ this they were told that it was two months travel. The commander of thefe un- 
fortunate men hearing this* burll out into this exclamation* Va Asfi ! i. e. Alas! 
what we fuffer! and the place has.ever fmee been called Asfi- It is a harbour in 
“ the weftermoft part of thecoafl, of which we have already made mention.*’ 

As the Nubian Geographer had not the above-mentioned account from the adven- 
turers themfelves* we may reafonably conclude that we have not the relation of the 
voyage exaftly as it was performed : but if there is any truth in it at all* the illand 
where the voyagers were blind-folded* and from thence feat to AzafE, can be no other 
than one of the Canary Ifiands* Madeira* or Porto Santo* all which lie within three 
days fail of Azaflb 

Of all thefe iflands, Fuertaventura bids fairefl: for the ifland of the two brothers* 
magicians, becaufe in clear weather it may be perceived from the continent of that part 
of Africa fituated to the fouth-weft of Azaffi, 


Now 
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Now as Azaffi was at that time the remoteft fea-port town to the fouth-weft, it is 
probable that the natives of.the continent oppofite to Fuertaventura, coming to Azafii 
to ti aocj ought inform the inhabitants of that toum* that from their coaft they always* 
in cleat weather* obferved an iflancL This will account for our author’s faying; 
This port looks towards Azaffi* and is at fo fmall a diftance from it* that* when 

“ * e air on lhe fea is dear and free from clouds, you can difcern fmoke on the 
“ Continent.” 

* n °* proc ? ed to s ive feme account of the original of thofe people defcribed 

m the foregoing Biftory of the Difcovery and Conqueft of the Canary inlands. The 
author o! that Hiftory has written no lefs than three folio pages to confute an opinion* 
held by fome, that the natives of the Canaries were the defcendants of the ten tribes of 
Ifrael that were carried into captivity by the Aflyrians. 

His own opinion is, that they came from Mauritania 5 and this he founds on the 
refemblance of names of places in Africa and in the iflands; for, fays he, “ Telde, 
“ which is the name of the oldefl habitation in Canaria, Orotava, and Tegefte, are 
names which we find given to places in Mauritania and in Mount Atlas. 
It is to be iuppofed that Canaria, Fuertaventura, and Lancerota, were peopled by 
the Alarbes, who are the nation moft elfeemed in Barbary j for the natives of thofe 
“ iflands named milk Aho, and barley Temafen, which are the names that are given 
“ thol ' e things in the language ofthe Alarbes of Barbary.” He adds, that— 

“ A ™°ng the books of a library that was in the cathedral of St. Anna, in Canaria, 
thei e was one* fo much disfigured and torn that it wanted both the beginning and 
“ the end ; it treated of the Romans, and gave an account, that when Africa was a 
“ Roman province, the natives of Mauritania rebelled, and killed their Prefidents and 
<c Governors; upon which the fenate, refolving to punifh and make a fevere example 
“ of the rebels, fent a powerful army into Mauritania, which vanquifhed and reduced 
them again to obedience : foon after, the ringleaders of the rebellion were put to 
“ deatfl J and the tongues of the common fort, "and of their wives and children, were 
“ cut out, and then they were ail put on board veffels, with fome grain and cattle, 
“ and tranfported to the Canary Iflands 

Whether the Canarians were exiles from Africa or not, I fliall not pretend to de¬ 
termine ; but am perfuaded they came originally from thence. This may eafily be 
proved from the fimilitude of cultoms and language in South Barbary, to thofe of 
the natives of all the Canary Iflands, excepting Tenerife f. 

1 or inftance, the Libyans, before they gave their daughters in marriage, kept 
them apart fome time, and fed them with milk till they became very fat. When any 
of them were wounded, they poured hot butter into the wound. And their principal 
difli, called Coufcouffou, was much the fame with the Goffio of the Canarians. 

But the greatefl: proof lies in the fimilitude between the Canarian and Libyan 
languages. My author is miltaken when he fays, the languages of the iflands refem- 
bled the. language fpoken by the Alarbes or Arabs of Barbary ; for the two words 
he mentions are not Arabic, but Shillha, the language now fpoken in the mountains 
in the kingdoms of Morocco, Suz, and other parts of South Barbary. 

* One Thomas Nicols, who lived feven years in the Canary Iflands, and wrote a hiftory of them, fays that 
the beft account he could get of the origin of the natives, was, that they were exiles from Africa, baniflied 
thence by the Romans, who cut out their tongues for blafpbemiog their gods* 

t The language m Tenerife, at the time of the eonqaeit, had no affinity to thofe fpoken in the 
reft of the iflands : it feems to have fome refemblance of the Peruvian or fome other of the American 
tongues* 
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It is evident that the Libyans did not come to the Canary Iflands till after Pliny 
had wrote his Natural Hiftory ; for he tells us that thofe iflands were then uninhabited; 
and it is as clear it mult have been before the conqueft of Barbary by the Arabs, 
otherwife we fhould have found fonie of the ceremonies of the Mahomedan religion * 
among the Canarians. 

It is even not improbable that the Idbyans who firft fettled in the iflands, fled thither 
to avoid falling into the hands of the victorious Arabs. 

The natives of the Canary Iflands, at the time of the conqueft, knew not the ufe 
of boats, confequently the inhabitants of one ifland could not have any intercourfe with 
thofe of another; yet, fays my author, the languages of all of them, except that of 
Tenerife, though very different, had feme affinity to each other. 

* All the Libyans profefs Mahomedan Ifm. 
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JOURNIES in the INTERIOR of AFRICA. 

By Mr. Browne *. 


ITINERARIES. 

From Cobbe to Sennaar- 

From Cobbe to Shawer - 

From Shawer to Rtl - - _ 

At Ril is a large pool of water, never completely dry, and a little 
to the E. of it a fpacious houfe built by Sultan Teraub, eldeft brother 
of the prefent monarch. 

From Ril to Fadow - - 

From Fadow to Cawb - 

Near Cawb commences a ridge of hills, running N. and S. or 
nearly fo. 

From Cawb to Dar HummSrT 

From Dar Hmrnnar to Emdi >Mean bearing - - 

From Emdi to Kreiga J 
In each of thefe towns are Fukkara, who adminifter juftice. 

From Kreiga to Ibeit f 

Between Kreiga and Ibeit is Habu-Harr&s, a place dilfant from the 
former three hours. Its neighbourhood is laid out in gardens belong¬ 
ing to the people of Dongola eftablilhed there, in which they cultivate 
onions, &c. The fituation of Abu Harras is in length N. and S. and 
the wells which fupply it with water are to the S. of the town. 

From Ibeit to Miteina - - 

From Miteina to Autolh - 

From Autolh to Yafsin - 

Yafstn is a town of Fukkara. 

From Yafsin to Breiffa, deep /and - - 

From Breiffa to Cone - - 

Cone is at the foot of a mountain of the fame name, which lies S. 
of the road. Near Cone, a little S. of the road, is a pool of water, 
and this is a place where travellers commonly repofe themfelves. 
From Cone to Kinnana - - * - 

From Kinnana to Deggin - - 

From Deggin to Hellet Allais on the Bahr-el-abiad, the place 1 
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r Sec vol. XV. pag 1 , 108. 

f Ibeit is one of the principal towns of Kordofan ; it is alfo the name of a fmall diftrict. 

I The bearing of the road from Ril to Hellet Allais is reported to be generally* E, with very fmall 
variation* 
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Hellet Allais is fituated on the W. of the river, "lhe river 
(Bahr-el-abiad) is here of fuch breadth, that the features of a perlon 
(landing on the other fide cannot be diftinguilhcd, but the human 
voice is heard.—A number of trees is feen here to the W. of the 
river, not to the E. Hellet Allais is altogether built of clay. —A large 
palm-tree grows in the middle of the town. 

On the eaftem fide of the river is ShiIMk not far removed nom it, 
being reported to be within fight of Allais. .... 

Shilluk is a town of idolaters, built with clay- I he inhabitants 
have no other clothing than bands of long grafs, which they pals 
round the waifb and between the thighs. 1 hey are all black; both 
fexes are accuftomed to fhave their heads. The people of Shilluk 
have the dominion of the river, and take toll of alt pa (Tenge rs, in 
fuch articles of traffic as pafs among them. The name Shilluk is not 
Arabic, and its meaning is unknown.—When alked concerning their 
name or country, the people reply Shilluk. When employed in tranf- 
porting Mohammedans acrofs the ferry, they occafionally exhibit the 
importance which their fitnatioii gives them. After the Muflim has 
placed himfelf in the boat, they will a(k him, <c Who is the mailer of 
that river ?” The other replies, as is ufual, “ TJllah or Rubbani”— 
God is the rnafter of it. « No,” anfwers the Shilluk, « you mult fay 
that fuch a one (naming his chief) is the mailer of it, or you fhall not 
pafs.” They are reprefented as (hewing holpitality to fuch as come among 
them in a peaceable manner, and as never betraying thofe to whom 
they have once accorded protection. The particulars of their worihip, 
as in mod other inltances where I have had my information from 
Mohammedans, have not been described. 

From Shillfik. to Dar Ruga - 

From Dar Ruga to Waalia - 

From Waalia to Sbadii - - - 

From Shadli to Sennaar - - ' 

Sennar, Medina cl Fun or Fungi, is fituated on the river which 
flows from Habbefh, which river is much fmaller than the Bahr-el- 
abiad, and before the annual increafe is fordable between Sennaar 
and Balboch. 

The (laves who have ufurped the government refide in Terfeia , 
on the oppofite fide of the river. Between them and the people of the 
city have been perpetual (kirmifhes for the laft fix years. (1794.) 

The Bahr-el-abiad fullers the fame periodical increafe and diminu¬ 
tion as the Nile in Egypt. 

From Sennaar to Gaidar. 

From Terfeia to Rhad - 

From Rhad to Dender - - 

From Dender to Bela 
From Bela to Teawa - 

Rhad is on the banks of a river of the fame name. After gaffing 
Bela, the traveller leaves the river, and proceeds by a mountainous 
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road to Teawa. The foil in the neighbourhood of Teawa is clay, and 
the town is built of that material. The people of the place ufe for 
bread the Mahriek, (white maize), which grows there luxuriantly. 
From Teawa to Ras el fil - - 

From RAs el fil to Gondar - * 

The officer who governs RAs el fil is appointed by the king of 
Habbefh.—Inhabitants of RSs el fil called Giberti . 
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Rond from Sennaar to Swakem. * 

From Sennaar to Teawa * 

From Teawa to Atbara, a town on that river 
From Atbara to Hallanga 

The people of Hallanga are Mohammedans, but ufe not the 
Arabic language generally. They are of an olive complexion. 
The Mahriek in their neighbourhood is faid to grow fo large, that 
the Item at bottom is feen of the fize of a man’s wrift. 

From Hallanga to Swakem - 

During great part • f the way the road is mountainous and rocky. 
The fpace between the two lull places is uncultivated, and inhabited 
only by wandering Arabs. Thefe are of two races, Bijje and Okoot. 
Both of them breed camels in great number, fheep, &c. Swakem is’ 
fimated on an ifland. in which the governor and principal perfons re- 
fide : but the greater number live on the main land. 
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Road from Sennaar to Mahas. 

From Sennaar to Herbaje 
From Herbaje to Halfeia 
At Halfeia is the confluence of the BahT-el-abiad and Bahr el afrek. 
From Halfeia to Chendi * 

From Chendi to Birbir * 

From Birbir to Shaikie - 

From Shaikie to Dongola 
From Dongola to Mahas 
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From Sennaar to Fazoglo. 

From Sennaar to Dachala - * 

From Dachala to Emfirie - ' 

From Emfirie to Rouni - 

From Louni to Gerbin * - - 

The people of .Dachala are Mohammedans refiding on the weftem 
bank ot the Bahr el afrek.—Gerbin is a mountainous place, which 
ferves for confining malefactors under the government of Sennaar. 
Mountainous —From Gerbin to Fazoglo 
The mines of Fazoglo afford much gold : they belong to Sennaar. 
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From Gerhin to Gondar . 

Bearing. 

From Fazoglo there is no direct road. Having returned to Gerbtn, 

From Gerbin to Hafsib - - E. 

From Hafsib to Beida - - - E. i S. 

Beida is the firlt town under the Abyflmian government, and is de- 
feribed as chiefly inhabited by fugitive Haves, who belong to perfons 
within that empire. 

From Beida to Kourmi - 

From Kourmi to Halfeb-ullah - 

This road is mountainous, circuitous, and abounds with fprings of 
water. The civet cat is fo common in this diftrift, that in every 
houl'e, it is faid, there are fifteen or twenty tame ones. 


From Halfeb-ullah to Gond&r - - - E. 

Mountainous and difficult road . 

Sundry Routes of the Merchants of Sennaar. 

From Sennaar to Gebel-el-Moie - - S- W. 

From Gebel-el-Moie to Bahr-el-abad - - W. S. W. 

From Sennaar to Bahhadin - - S. S.W. 

From Bahhadin to Menajel - - - S. W. 

From Mendjel to the Bahr-el-abiad. - - W. 


Roa 4 to Gondar. 

From Sennaar to Terfeia . - 

From Terfeia to Subt-deleib - - 

From Subi-deleib to Wuliad Midani 
From Midani to the Bahr-el-afrek - 

From the river to Mendala 
From Mendala to Kaila - 

Kaila is mountainous. 

From Kaila to Embutteik - 

Mountainous and deep fand % 

From Embutteik to Goze , or the fands - 

From Goze to the Atbara 

This country is inhabited by the Bifcarin Arabs, who are Moham¬ 
medans. 

From Atbara to Gebel Cuffa - , 

From Gebel Cuffa to Gebel en Narr 
From Gebel en Narr to Gondar 
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A Route which feems to be uncertain, and of which the Bearings are not 

accurately given* 

From the Goze 05 fands of the Atbara* above mentioned* to ' 

EUEdd belonging to the Bijje * * „ ^ 

11 1 " From 
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From El-Edd to Swakem 
This road is filled with Arabs. 

From Swakem to Gebel-el-Helle 
From Gebehel-Helle to Gebel-el-Sillah 
From Gebel-el-Sillah to Gabel-el-Beit 
From Gebel-el-Beit to Birbir 

All this road from Swakem to Birbir is reprefented as rocky. 
Birbir is fituated in a clayey foil. 

From Birbir to Wullad-el-Magedfib 
From Wullad-el-Magedfib to Bilharie 
From Bilharie to Shfikfirie - - 

Bilharie are a foreign race, blit Shfikfirie fpeak Arabic as their 
natiye language. 

Arabs —From Shfikfirie to Hellalii - - 

From Hellalie to Bahr-el-afrek - * 

From'Bahr-el-afrek to Em-ulhar - - - 

From Em-ulhar to Wullad-el-ffirfik - 

From Wullad-el-ffirfik to Hummfir 
Clayey foil ; 

Mohammedans '—From Hummfir to Senfit abfid 
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From Ibeit to Emdttrman and Halfeta , and return to Ibeit by another 

road . 

From Ibeit to Bahra - 

From Bahra to Emganatir - * - 

From Emganatir to Shegeik - 

From Shegeik to Gimmoye - 

From Gimmayd to Emdurinfin - 

All this country is inhabited by Mohammedans, who fpeak Arabic 
alone.—Gimmoy6 and EmdurmSn are both on the W. bank of the 
Bahr-el-abiad, and the latter is at the place of union between that river 
and the Abawi.—Returning W. 

From Emdurman to Harraza, a mountain of difficult paffage 
Read defert and dejlitute of water. 

The inhabitants of Harraza are idolaters, of mixed complexion, 
but mod of them of a reddilh hue.—They breed fome horfesj, which 
they mount. 

From Harraza to Abu-hadid _ - 

From Abuhadid to Zerawy - - 

From Zerawy to Elherlhar - - - 

JElhtrlhar is famous for its fait, which is gathered by the Arabs, 
tranlported to other places and fold. The people of this laft place 
are Arabs, but thofe of Zeiawy, Harraza, and Abu-hadid, neither 
Arabs nor Mohammedans. 

From EfficHhar to Bilherie 
Road deft. 

Bilherie is doll of palm-trees. 

From ftilheric to Bahra - - - 

From Bahra to Ibeit - 
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Route from Ibeit to Sheibon^ where are gold mines % and other places % 

returning to Ibeit . 

From Ibeit to Bahra - 

From Bahra to KhCikje - - - 

From Khukje to Abu-jentkh - 

From Abu~jenuch to Seije - 

From Seije to Turn mar a - 

Between the two laft places is a rocky road, with intervals of 
deep fand and clay. 

From Tummara to Demik - * 

The people from Abu-jenftch hither are idolaters, and deftitute of 
clothing. The foil at and near Demik is clay. 

From Demik to Khega * - * 

From Khega to Dibri - 

Mountainous and rocky . 

From Dibri to Sheibon - - - 

Clayey foil. 

Near this place, in a deep glen or valley, much gold is found, 
both dud and in fmall pieces. The natives coiled the duft in quills 
of the oft rich and vulture, and in that condition fell it to the mer¬ 
chants. They have a ceremony on difeovering a large piece of gold, 
of killing a fheep on it before they remove it- The people are all 
black, as are thole above mentioned from Abu-jenftch hither. They 
have fome form of marriage, u e. of an agreement between man and 
woman to cohabit. Women of full age wear a piece of platted graft 
on their parts. The younger and unmarried are quite naked* The 
Haves, which are brought in great numbers from this quarter, are 
fome prilbners of war among themfelves, (for their wars are frequent,) 
and fome feduced by treachery and fold. But it is faid to be a 
common practice for the father in time of fcarcity to fell his 
children. 

At Sheibdn are fome Mohammedans, who live among the idolaters 
and wear clothing ; it is not faid whether Arabs or not. 

The people above deferibed are independent tribes of negroes, who 
have no other ruler than their refpective chiefs, the authority of whom 
is very fmall, except in time of war. The Mecque of Sennaar ufed 
to claim fome tribute from the people of Sheibon, but received 
nothing regularly. 

From Sheibon to Shurrii - * „ „ 1 

From Shurrh to Luca - - - * j 

Luca is another place where refides an independent chief: it is alfo 
famous for its gold, which, 3s At Sheibon^ is the only medium of 
exchange among the inhabitants. 

From Luca to Koheila _ _ 

In Koheila are Arabs, not fubjeft to any monarch of the country. 
Some idolaters alfo live among them. 

From Koheila to Tlinga, a town - - . ^ 

People of Tlinga Mohammedans.—This country is called by the > 
Arabs Dar Kinnana S 
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From Tlinga to Gebel Sahd 
Gebel Sahd is within the dominion ofSennaar, 

From Gebel Sahd to Baha-ed-dm - * 

Still Dar Kinoana, 

From Baha-ed-din to Gebel-ebabid - - 

From Gebel-el-abid to Tumbill * 

Tumbul is under the government of the king of the 
Tuclawi. 

From Tumbul to Seifaban 

SeifaMu is inhabited by Arabs alone. - . 

From Seifabftn to Abdome - 

From Abdome to Tuggala, capital of the king of Tuclawi - [»■ 
This diflricl is called Sagurnie, country of the mountaineers. 

From Tuggala to Deir - - - - j 

From Deir to Gebel-el-deir - - -J 

From Gebel-el-deir to Gebel-le-BuccIe - 

From Gebel-el-Buccle to lbcit - 
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From Rtl to IVara, capital of Bergoo. 

From Ril to Gebel Marra, deep fand ■ 

Gebel Marra to BifhavaTaib - 

Bifliara Taib to the confines of Fur 
All this road is mountainous and rocky, and the inhabitants 
from Ril W. to the confines of Fur are Mohammedans. The 
water on Gebel Marra, which is a lofty mountain, riles with feme 
remarkable circuit! fiances, and it is faid to be fulphureous. The 
people there feed partly on wheat, which grows near the place, partly 
on Mahreik. 

The people who inhabit the confines of Fur W. are called 
Tumiirkee. 

From the confines to Dar Ruma - 

Defer fond and clay , fame water. 

Front Dar Kuma to Kibbeid - 

Kibbeid h fouated on a bill or rock. 

From Kibbeid to Kajachfa - - 

From Kajachfa to Bendala - 

Bendala is inhabited by the Saves of the Sultan of Bergoo.—The 
people of Ruma , and thence to Bendala are idolaters. 

From Bendala to Wullad-el-Bucca 
Bucca it a mountainous di/iribl. ^ 

Front Bucca to Dar Mifielfld - 

From Dar Miffelad to Wara, the refidence of the Sultan of 
Bergoo - 
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From Wars, to Babr-el-Ganalle. 

From Wara to Nimr, where the merchants refide, as at Cobbe 
in Dar-Fur * 

From Nimr to Battah - - 

Battah ie iituated on a fmall river, which flows from the S. and 
then deviating to the W. falls into the Baftr el Fittre. Battah be¬ 
longs to the Miffelfld. 

From Battah to Dirota - 

From Dirota to Dar HumnvAr 
Road, clayey foil 

From Dar Hummar to Cofei&t - 

Dar Hummar rocky. 

From Cofeiat to Shungeiat - 

Two towns of idolaters. 

From Shungeiat to Dar Dajeou— Caffres 

Cooka, Mohammedans —From Dar Dajeou to Dar Cooka 

From Cooka to Muddago - - 

In Muddago are Mohammedans, who are governed by a petty 
prince under the king of Bergoo. 

From Buddago to Bahr-el-Fittre 

The people on*the banks of Bahr-el-Fittre are called Abu-femiriin, 
and are Mohammedans. They ufe little boats for the purpofe of 
paffing from one place to - another on the river. 

From Bahr-eI-Fittr6 to Bahr-el-Gazalle 
Road deep /and, no trees. 

The neighbourhood of the Bahr-el-Gazalle is inhabited by Arabs, 
who feed camels and Iheep, and fome oxen. 
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Route from Khukje to the Bahr~eUada , and thence towards the Bahr - 

el-abiad. 

From Khukj£ to Baraka - S*S. W, 3 

Baraka is inhabited by independent Arabs* 

The greater part of this road is deep f&nd : the remainder, from 
Baraka by the Bahr-el-ada, is clay* The part of that river, which 
is here meant, is occupied by tribes of Arabs feeding cows and fbeep ; 
they are called Miffirie. This part of the river is alfo frequented by 
wild and ferocious animals* The Miffiri£ Arabs comb their hair 
back, twifl it, and fatten it in the form of a fcorpion’s tail behind. 

They colleft honey of the wild kind in great quantity, and hunt the 
elephant. 

From Baraka to Thriftt - * _ S, E, 

From Turrftt to Jungeion - * - S, E. 

The people of Jungeion are tall and black* they have cows, 
fheep, and goats, and feed on the Mahriek or white maize. They 
colleQ: the dung of the animals mentioned, dry it, roaft it on the 
fire, and afterwards ufe it for a bed. Thefe people are very numerous. 

The country in their neighbourhood is all a plain, and the foil clay. 


They 
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They have a practice* apparently fuperftitious, of milking their cows 
into a veffel with a narrow mouth, that the milk may not be feen, and 
never pour it into a difh or bowl; and any Granger who vifits them 
is obliged to drink of the dugs of the cow, as do the calves. 

From Jungeidn to Shfid - - » S.E. t 

From Sh&d to Inigulgule - - - N* oj- 


Route from Kbukje to the Bahr~eUada^ thence toward the Bahr-elabiad^ 

and returning to RtL 

The inhabitants of Inigulgule are idolaters. They clothe them- 
felves with a kind of cotton cloth. 

From Inigulgule to the refidence of the king of Ibbe E. 4N. 

From faid refidence to the confines of Dar-Ffir - N. W. 

From the confines to Tubeldie - - 

From Tubeldie to Ril 

All this road is fandy> but filled with many and large trees • 


Road from Bahr-el-Gazalle to Bornou. 

From Bahr-eUgazalle to the capital of Dar Bagherme 
From the faid refidence to Kottocom 
The inhabitants of this diftrift are Mohammedans. In the road 
two rivers are croffed by the traveller, one of which is called Kitchena . 
It runs from S. E, to N. W. - 

From Kottocom to Bomou, the imperial city 
The road lies in part through fand, in part through deep clay. 
There are many trees. The neighbourhood of the Bahr-el-gazalle 
feems by the defeription to be a forefh 

The city Bomou is fur rounded by a wall, in which there are four 
gates, opening E., W., N., and S. A fmall river runs near it, which 
falls into the Bahr-ehgazalle* 

Bergoo is faid to be fifteen days in extent from E, to W., and 
from N, to S, twenty days-—Bagherme, in the former direfiion, 
twelve j in the latter, fifteen days.—Bagherme has many troops, but 
Bergoo is eftimated the ftrongeft. The people of Bergoo are re¬ 
markable for their zealous attachment to the faith, and read the Kor&n 
daily. 


N. E. 3 


I 

N.tW. J 



Some defeription of Bergoo. 

Within about a day’s journey of Wara are faid to be eight large 
mountains, the inhabitants of each of which ufe a diftind language. 
They are Mohammedans, and faid to be brave, furnilhing the armies 
of the Sultan of Bergoo with recruits as often as required. One of 
the mountains, called Kergna, is fituated S.E.j another W. which 
is inhabited by a people called "Wuilad Maz6 $ Gebel Mimi N., 
Gebel Ablentim E., Gebel Abdurrug E. 

VOL. XVI, J f 


Other 




836 


browne’s iournies in the interior of Africa. 


Beating. Days* 


S. E. 
E. tS- 
E- 


*4 


Other mountains of Bergoo are, Gebel Tama, N., Gebel Kafhimirie, 

W., each of them two days from Wara. Gebel Abu-had id, E, the 
fame dillance. 

Three days W. of Wara is the river called Bahr Milfelad. 

Route from Wara to Cubcabea in Dar-Fur , and another route from the 
laji place back to Wara . 

From Wara to Abu-fhareb 
From Abu-lhareb to the confines of Fhr 
From the confines to Emdokne 
From Emdokne to Dar Mifieladin 

From Miffeladin to Cubcabea - - -J t j 

From Cubcabea to Jelld * 4 W. 1 

From Jelle to Jimmer - ~ N. E. 4 N. 4 

The Sultan of Jimmer is fubjeft to Fur.—The people are Moham¬ 
medans. In the road is found water, and the foil is land and 
rock. 

From Jimmer to Zeghawa - - * E. ^ N. 2 

Mountainous. 

The Sultan of Zeghawa is alfo dependent on Fhr. 

From Zeghawa to Tama - - "1 N.N.W. ! 

From Tama to the confines - - - j f 1 


;} E.is. 

- N.W. fW. 1 


From the confines to Abu-fenfin 
From Abu-fenhn to Wara 


W. 


A Route fometimes taken by the Merchants of Bergoo, 

From Wara to Emjufhr 
From Emjhf&r to Time Degeou 


2 

i| 


Another Route . 

From Wara to Jumbo _ 

From Jumbo to Doreng 
From Doreng to Dageou 

Sandy road — Mohammedans. 

From Dageou to Kergna 
From Kergna to Ghannim 
From Ghannim to Dreida 

This road is mountainous, foil fandy , many trees. 

The people Mohammedans, under the government of Bergoo. 
From Dreida to Beneia 
From Beneia to Dongata 
From Dongata to Bendala 
Mountain. 

From Bendala to Berjid 

From Berjid to Kibbeid ... 

Mountainous. 


W 

ci 

o 


r 3 

> 


y 

-teas* 

£ 

£ 
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From Kibbeid to Kajachfa 
From Kajachfa to Banian 
From Barmin to Ain 
From Ain to Kuddano 
From Kuddano to Gizfln 
From Giz&n to Wara 

Another Route from Wara, and returning thither. 

From Wara to Middeists - 

From Middeisis to Beit-el-Habb£iba 
From Beit-elJiabbfiba to Truanie 
From Truanie to Gidid - 

From Gidid to Kuddano - 

From Kuddano to Wara ... 

Another Route. 

From Wara to Birket-el-Rumli - 

From Birket-el-Rumli to Goze, or the fands 

From Goze to Dirota - . 

From Dirota to Butta - - 

From Butta to Wara - 

Near Butta is a fmall river, of which my informer remembered not 
the name.—This road is full of a fpecies of tree, whofe leaves are 
defcribed as white, and which bears a fruit, which, however, is 
not eaten, except by the camels, which are fond of it j it is called 
Jjila Kulkut, forfan CaJJia tora Fors ? 


Bearing, 

s. 

S.E. 

s. 


N.E. 


W. S. W. 
N. 

E. 

E. 

E. 


Day*. 

2 

2 l 

3 

2 

4 


JJ: 

{ 


4 

2 

2 

2i 


Route from Cobbs to the Copper Mines of Fertit. 

From Cobbe to Cufle 
From Cufle to Currio - 

From Currio to Treiga - 

Sandy road. 

From Treiga to Beit Melek Eide - 

From Beit Melek Eide to Dar MiflelSd 
Rocky. 

From Dar Miflelid to Dar Marra - - 

Caffres —From Dar Marra to Dar Fungaro 

One day and a half mountain , the remainder foreft and clayey 

fid. 

From Dar Fungaro to Dar-el-abid-ef-Sultan-Fur 
From the latter to Dar-el-Nahils 

Rocky road 7 earth where •viftble is red. 

The people wear a flight covering over the parts of generation, 
in other refpe&s are quite naked. 

From Dar-el-Nahas to Bahr Taiflia 
From Bahr Taiflia to Bahr-el-abiad 

5 p a 
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Bearing, 

The former falls into the latter at a place called Tender m, which 
Is peopled by idolaters, called Cufni. This fpot is full of palm trees, 
and another kind of tree, which by description would feem to be the 

Here it is feen that the diftance between Cobbe and the copper 
mine is 234 days, direction nearly S. and that a certain ftation on the 
Bahr-el-abiad is 7^ days diftant from that place, direction gene¬ 
rally E. 

Route from Bar Bergoo to the Sources of the Bahr-el-abiad. 

From Abu Telf&n South, ten days journey, is faid to be the fource 
of the Bahr-el-abiad: but the particulars of the route my informer 
was unable to give me, he not having travelled it. The place is called 
Donga, and is the refidence of a chief or king of an idolatrous nation. 

The country there is very mountainous, and in the fpot where the 
river rifes are faid to be forty diftinft hills: thefe are called Kuihri. 

From them a great number of fprings iffite, which uniting into one 
great channel form the Bahr-el-abiad. The people of Bergoo go 
thither fometimes to feize captives, but there is no trade between 
them and the natives. The people are quite naked, black, and 
idolaters. The place is faid to be twenty days removed from the 
confines of Bornou. AH the road thither is mountainous. From 
Donga to Shilluk 30 days. 
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TRAVELS 

IN THE 

INTERIOR DISTRICTS OF AFRICA. 

By Mungo Park.* 



CHAP. I.— The Author proceeds to JVafftboa — is joined" by feme fugitive Kaarians f who 
accompany him in his Route through Bambarra*—Difcovers the Niger.—Some Account 
of Sega, the Capital of Bambarra* — Manfong, the King , refifes to fee the Author y but 
fends him a prefent*—Great Hofpitality of ct Negro Woman* 

1 X7AWRA is a fmail town furrounded with high walls, and inhabited by a mixture 
* of Mandingoes and Foulahs. The inhabitants employ themfelves chiefly in cul¬ 
tivating corn, which they exchange with the Moors for fait. Here, being in fecurity 
from the Moors, and very much fatigued, 1 refolved to reft myfelf; and meeting with 
a hearty welcome from the Booty, whofe name was Flancharee, I laid myfelf down 
upon a bullock's hide, and flept fuundly for about two hours. The curiofity of the 
people would not allow me to fieep any longer. They had feen my faddle and bridle, 
and were affembled in great number to learn who I was, and whence I came. Some 
were of opinion that I was an Arab ; others infilled that I was fome Moorifli Sultan; 
and they continued to debate the matter with fuch warmth, that the noife awoke me. 
The Booty (who had formerly been at Gambia) at laft interpofed in my behalf, and 
allured them that I was certainly a white man ; but he was convinced, from my appear¬ 
ance, that I was a very poor one. 

in the courfe of the day, feveral women, hearing that I was going to Sego, came 
and begged me to inquire of Manfong, the king, what was become of their children. 
One woman, in particular, told me that her fon's name Was Maniadee ; that he was 
no Heathen, but prayed to God morning and evening, and had been taken from her 
about three years ago, by Manfong-s army; fince which Are had never heard of him. 
She laid, fhe often dreamed about him ; and begged me, if I fliould fee him, either in 
Bambarra, or in my own country, to tell him, that his mother and lifter were ftill alive. 
In the afternoon, the Booty examined the contents of the leather bag, in which I had 
packed up my clothes; but finding nothing that was worth taking, he returned it, and 
told me to depart in the morning. 

July 6th. It rained very much in the night, and at daylight I departed, in company 
with a Negio, who was going to a town called Dingyee for corn ; but we had not pro¬ 
ceeded above a mile, before the afs upon which he rode kicked him off, and he re¬ 
turned, leaving me to profecute the journey by myfelf. 

I reached Dingyee about noon; but the Booty and moll of the inhabitants had gone 
into the fields to cultivate corn. An old Foulah, obferving me wandering about the 
town, defired me to come to his hut, where I was well entertained ; and the Booty, 
when he returned, fent me fome victuals for myfelf, and corn for my horfe. 
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July 7th. In the morning, when I was about to depart, my landlord, with a great 
deal of diffidence, begged me to give him a lock of my hair. He had been to d, he 
raid, that white men’s hair made a faphie, that would give to the pofieffor all the know¬ 
ledge of white men. I had never before heard of fo Ample a mode of education, but 
in dandy complied with the requeft ; and my landlord’s thirft tor learning was 
fiich, that, with cutting and pulling, he cropped one fide of my head pretty clofely; 
and would have done the fame with the other, had I not figmfied my ^approbation 
by putting on my hat, and affunng him, that I wilhed to referve fome of this precious 

merchandize for a future occafion. . . , T . *. 

I reached a fmall town called Waffiboo, about twelve o'clock, where I was obliged 
to flop until an opportunity fhould offer of procuring a guide to Satile, which is ddtant 
a very long day’s journey, through woods without any beaten path, 1 accordingly 
took up my residence at the Booty's houfe, where I flaid four days; during which time 
I amufed myfelf by going to the fields with the family to plant com. Cultivation is 
carried on here on a very exteniive fcale; and, as the natives themielves exprefs it, 
u hunger is never known/’ In cultivating the foil, the men and women work together* 
They ufe a large {harp hoe, much fuperior to that ufed in Gambia: but they are 
obliged, for fear of the Moors, to carry their arms with them to the field- The mailer, 
with the handle of his fpear, marks the field into regular plats, one of which is afligned 
to every three flaves. 

On the evening of the iith, eight of the fugitive Kaartans arrived at Waffiboo. 
They had found it impoffible to live under the tyrannical government of the Moors, 
and were now going to transfer their allegiance to the King of Bambarra. 1 hey 
offered to take me along with them as far as Satiie ; and I accepted the offer- ^ 

July 12th. At daybreak we fet out, and travelled with uncommon expedition until 
funfet: we flopped only twice in the courfe of the day; once at a watering-place in the 
woods, and another time at the ruins of a town, formerly belonging to Daify, called 
llla-Compe (the corn town). When we arrived in the neighbourhood of Satiie, the 
people who were employed in the corn fields, feeing fo many horfemen took us for a 
party of Moors, and ran fcrearning away from us- The whole town was inftantly 
alarmed, and the flaves were feen, in every direflion, driving the cattle and horfes to¬ 
wards the town. It was in vain that one of our company galloped up to undeceive them : 
it only frightened them the more ; and when we arrived at the town, we found the gates 
fhut, and the people all under arms. After a long parley we were permitted to enter; 
and as there was every appearance of a heavy tornado, the Booty allowed us to fleep in his 
baloon, and gave us each a bullock’s hide for a bed. 

July 13th. Early in the morning we again fet forward. The roads were wet and 
flippery, bat the country was very beautiful, abounding with rivulets, which were 
increafed by the rain into rapid ft reams. About ten o’clock we came to the ruins of 
a village, which had been deftroyed by war about fix months before ; and in order to 
prevent any town from being built there in future, the large Bentang tree, under which 
the natives fpeht the day, had been burnt down ; the wells filled up ; and every thing 
that could make the fpot defir able, completely deftroyed. 

About noon, my horfe was fo much fatigued that I could not keep up with my 
companions; I therefore demounted, and defired them to ride on, tel'Png them, that 
I would follow as foon as my horfe had relied a little- But I found them unwilling 
to leave me; the lions, they faid, were very numerous in thofe parts, and though they 
might not fo readily attack a body of people, they would foon find out an individual ; 
it was therefore agreed, that one of the company fhould flay with me, to aflill in 

driving 
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driving my horfe, while the others paffed on to Galloo, to procure lodgings, and col- 
left grafs for the horfes before night. Accompanied by this worthy Negro, I drove 
my horfe before me until about four o’clock, when we came in fight of Galloo, a con- 
fiderable town, Handing in a fertile and beautiful valley, fin-rounded with high rocks. 

As my companions had thoughts of fettling in this neighbourhood, they had a fine 
flieep given them by the Dooty ; and I was fortunate enough to procure plenty of corn 
for my horfe. Here they blow upon elephants teeth when they announce evening 
prayers, in the fame manner as at Kemmoo. 

Early next morning (July 14th'), having firft returned many thanks to our landlord 
for his hofpitality, while my fellow-travellers offered up their prayers that he might 
never want, we fet forward ; and about three o’clock arrived at Moorja ; a large town, 
famous for its trade in fait, which the Moors bring here in great quantities- to ex¬ 
change for corn and cotton cloth. As mod of the people here are Mahomedans, it is 
not allowed to the Kafirs to drink beer, which they call Neo-doik (corn fpirir,) except 
in certain boufes. In one of ihefe I faw about twenty people fitting round large vef- 
fels of this beer, with the greateft conviviality ; many of them in a ftate of intoxication. 
As corn is plentiful, the inhabitants are very liberal to ftrangers ; I believe we had as 
much corn and milk fent us by different people, as would have been fufficient for 
three times our number; and though we remained here two days, we experienced no 
diminution of their hofpiialitv. 

On the morning of the 16th, we again fet forward, accompanied by a cofile of 
fourteen affes loaded with fait, bound for Sanfanding. The road was particularly ro¬ 
mantic, between two rocky hills ; hut the Moors fomerimes lie in wait here to plunder 
ftrangers. As foon as we had reached the open country, the mafter of the fait coffle 
thanked us for having ftaid with him fo long, and now defired us to ride on. The 
fun was almnft fet before we reached Datliboo. In the evening we had a moft tre¬ 
mendous tornado. The houfe in which we lodged, being flat-roofed, admitted the rain 
in ft reams ; the floor was foon ankle-deep, the fire extinguilhed, and we were left to 
pafs the night upon fome bundles of fire-wood, that happened to lie in a comer. 

July 17th. We departed from Datliboo ; and about ten o’clock paffed a large coffle 
returning from Sego, wirh corn hoes, mats, and other houfehold utenfils At five 
o’clock we came to a large village, where we intended to pafs the night, but the 
Dooty would not receive 6s. When we departed from this place, my horfe was fo 
much fatigued that I was under the neceifity of driving him, and it was dark before 
we reached Fanimboo, a fmall village; the Dooty of which no fooner heard that I 
was a white man, than he brought out three old mufkets, and was much difappointed 
when he was told that I could not repair them. 

July 18th. We continued our journey; but, owing to a light fupper the preceding 
night, we felt ourfelves rather hungry this morning, and endeavoured to procure fome 
corn at a village; but without fuccels. The towns were now more numerous, and 
the land that is not employed in cultivation affords excellent pafturage for large 
herds of cattle; but owing to the great concourfe of people daily going to and re¬ 
turning from Sego, the inhabitants are lefs hofpitable to ftrangers. 

My horfe becoming weaker and weaker every day, was now of very little fervice to 
me: I was obliged to drive him before me for the greater part of the day; and did 
not reach Geoforro until eight o’clock in the evening. I found my companions wrang¬ 
ling with the Dooty, who had abfolutely refufed to give or fell them any provifions ; 
and as none of us had tafted victuals for the laft twenty-four hours, we were by no 
means difpofed to faft another day, if we could help it. But finding our entreaties 
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without effeffc, and being very much fatigued, I fell afleep, From which I was awakened, 
about midnight, with the joyful information Kinnenata” (the vifluals is come). I his 
made the remainder of the night pals away pleafantly ; and at day break, July 1we 
refumed our journey, propofing to flop at a village called Doolinkeaboo, for the night 
following. My fellow-travellers, having better horfes than myfelf, foon left me, and I 
was walking barefoot, driving my horfe, when I was met by a cofHe of Haves, about 
feventy in number, coming from Sego. They were tied together by their necks with 
thongs of a bullock's hide, twifted like a rope, feven Haves upon a thong, and a man 
with a mufket between every feven. Many of the flaves were ill-conditioned, and a 
great number of them women. In the rear came Sidi Mahomed s fervant, whom I re¬ 
membered to have feen at the camp of Benowm : he prefently knew me, and told 
me that thefe flaves were going to Morocco, by the way of Ludamar, and the Great 
Defert. 

In the afternoon, as I approached Doolinkeaboo, I met about twenty Moors on horle- 
back, the owners of the flaves I had feen in the morning ; they were well armed with 
mulkets, and were very inquifitive concerning me, but not fo rude as their countrymen 
generally are. From them I learned that Sidi Mahomed was not at Sego, but had 
gone to Kancaba for gold dull. 

When I arrived at Doolinkeaboo, I was informed that my fellow-travellers had gone 
on; but my horfe was fo much fatigued that I could not poflibly proceed after them. 
The Dooty of the town, at my requeft, gave me a draught of water, which is generally 
looked upon as an earnefi: or greater hofpitality ; and I had no doubt of making up 
for the toils of the day, by a good fupper and a found lleep: unfortunately, I had 
neither one nor the other. The night was rainy and tempeftuous, and the Dogty 
limited his hofpitality to the draught of water. 

July 20th. In the morning, I endeavoured, both by entreaties and threats, to pro¬ 
cure fame victuals from the Dooty, but in vain. I even begged fome com from one 
of his female flaves, as {he was walhing it at the well, and had the mortification to 
be refufed, However, when the Dooty was gone to the fields, his wife fent me a 
handful of meal, which I mixed with water, and drank for break fait. About eight 
o'clock, I departed from Doolinkeaboo, and at noon flopped a few minutes at a large 
Korree j where I had fome milk given me by the Foulahs. And hearing that two 
Negroes were going from thence to Sego, I was happy to have their company, and we 
fet out immediately. About four o’clock we flopped at a fmall village, where one of 
the Negroes met with an acquaintance, who invited us to a fort of public entertainment, 
which was conduced with more than common propriety. A difh made of four milk and 
meal, called Sinkatoo, and beer made from their corn, was diftributed with great 
liberality; and the women were admitted into the fociety: a circuinftance I had never 
before obferved in Africa. There was no compulfion; every one was at liberty to 
drink as he pleafed : they nodded to each other when about to drink, and on fetting 
down the calabalh, commonly faid berka, (thank you). Both men and women appeared 
to be fomewhat intoxicated, but they were far from being quarrelfome. 

Departing from thence we palled feveral large villages, where I was conftantly taken 
for a Moor, and became the fubjeft of much merriment to the Bambarrans ; who, 
feeing me drive my horfe before me, laughed heartily at my appearance.—He has been 
at Mecca, fays one j you may fee that by his clothes : another aflced me if my horfe 
was fick; a third wimed to purchafe it, &c.; fo that I believe the very flaves were 
alhamed to be feen in my company. Juft before it was dark, we took up our lodging 
for the night at a fmall village, where I procured fome victuals for myfelf and lome 
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com for my horfe, at the moderate price of a button ; and was told that I ihould fee 
the Niger ('which the Negroes call Joliba or the great water), early the next day. The 
lions are here very numerous; the gates are flrnt a little after funfet, and nobody 
allowed to go out. 1 he thoughts of feeing the Niger in the morning, and the trouble- 
forne buzzing of mufk£toes ? prevented me from Ihutting my eyes during the night; 
and I had fad died my horfe and was in readinefs before daylight; but, on account of 
the wild beafts, we were obliged to wait until the people were ftirring, and the gates 
opened. 1 his happened to be a market-day at Sego, and the roads were every where 
filled with people carrying different articles to fell. We paffed four large villages, and 
at eight o’clock faw the fmoke over Sego. 

As we approached the town, I was fortunate enough to overtake the fugitive Kaar- 
tans, to who re kindnefs I had been fo much indebted in my journey through Bambarra. 
1 hey readily agreed to introduce me to the king j and we rode together through fome 
marfhy ground, where, as I was anxioufly looking around for the river, one of them 
called out, geo qffilli (fee the water) ; and looking forwards, I faw with infinite plea- 
fure the great objedl of my million; the long-fought-fcr majeflic Niger, glittering to 
the morning fun, as broad as the Thames at Weftminfter, and flowing flowly to the 
eafiward. I haftened to the brink, and having drank of the water, lifted up my fer¬ 
vent thanks in prayer, to the Great Ruler of all things, for having thus far crowned 
my endeavours with fuccefs. 

_ The circumftance of the Niger’s flowing towards the eaft, and its collateral points, 
did not, however, excite my furprife; for although I had left Europe in great hefita- 
tion on this fubjeft, and rather believed that it ran in the contrary direction, 1 had made 
fuch frequent inquiries during my progrefs, concerning this river, and received from 
Negroes of different nations fuch clear and decifive aflurances that its general courfe 
was towards-the rifingfun, asfcarce left any doubt on my mind ; and more efpeeially 
as I knew that Major Houghton had collected fimilar information, in the fame 
manner. 

Sego, the capital of Bambarra, at which I had now arrived, confifts, properly fpeak- 
ing, of four diftinct towns; two on the northern bank of the Niger, called Sego Korro, 
and Sego Boo and two on the Ibuthern bank called Sego Soo Korro, and Sego See 
Korro. 1 hey are all furrounded with high mud walls \ the houfes are built of clay, of 
a fquare form, with flat roofs; fome of them have two ftories, and many of them are 
white-waflied. Befides thefe buildings, Moorifh mofques are feen in every quarter j 
and the ftreets, though narrow, are broad enough for every ufeful purpofe, in a coun¬ 
try where wheel carriages are entirely unknown. From the beft inquiries I could make, 
I have reafon to believe that Sego contains altogether about thirty thoufand inhabitants* 
1 he King of Bambarra conftantly refides at Sego See Korro ; he employs a great many 
llaves in conveying people over the river, and the money they receive (though the fare 
is only ten kowrie Ihells for each individual) furnilhes a confiderable revenue to the 
king, in the courfe of a year. The canoes are of a Angular conftrudtion, each of them 
being formed of the trunks of two large trees, rendered concave, and joined together, 
not fide by fide, but end ways; the junction being exa&ly acrofs the middle of the 
canoe: they are therefore very long and difproportionably narrow, and have neither 
decks nor malls; they are, however very roomy ; for I obferved in one of them four 
horfes, and feveral people croffing over the river. When we arrived at this ferry, with 
a view topafs over to that part ol the town in which the king refides, we found a great 
number waiting for a paffage; they looked at me with filent wonder, and I diltinguilhed 
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with concern, many Moors among them. There were three different places of embark¬ 
ation, and the Ferrymen were very diligent and expeditious ; but, from the crowd of 
people, 1 could not immediately obtain a paffage ; and lar down upon the bank of the 
river, to wait for a more favourable opportunity. 1 he view of this exteiifive city j the 
numerous canoes upon the river ; the crowded population and the cultivated ft ate of the 
furrounding country, formed altogether a profpeCl of civilization and magnificence 
which I little expeCted to find in the bofom of Africa. 

I waited more than two hours without having an opportunity of croffrng the 
river j during which time the people who had croffed, carried information to 
Manfong the king, that a white man was waiting for a paffage and was coming 
to fee him. He immediately fent over one of his chief men, who informed me 
that the king could not poffibly fee me until he knew what had brought me into 
his country ; and that I mull not prefume to crofs the river without the king’s 
permiffion. He therefore advifed me to lodge at a diftant village, to which he 
pointed, for the night ; and faid that in the morning he would give me further 
inftruftions how to conduit myfelf. This was very difcouraging. However, as there 
was no remedy, I fet off for the village ; where I found, to my great mortification, 
that no perfon would admit me into his houfe. I was regarded with aftonifhment and 
fear, and was obliged to fit all day without victuals, in the fhade of a tree ; and the 
night threatened to be very uncomfortable, for the wind rofe, and there was great ap¬ 
pearance of a heavy rain ; and the wild beafts are fo very numerous in the neighbour¬ 
hood that I Ihould have been under the necefiity of climbing up the tree, and re/ling 
among the branches. About funfet, however, as I was preparing to pafs the night 
in this manner, and had turned my horfe loofe, that he might graze at liberty, a 
woman returning from the labours of the field, flopped to obferve me, and perceiving 
that I was weary and dejected, inquired into my fituation, which I briefly explained to 
her: whereupon, with looks of great compaflion. Are took up my faddle and bridle, 
and told me to follow her. Having conducted me into her hut, file lighted up a 
lamp, fpread a mat on the floor, and told me I might remain thefe for the night. 
Finding that I was very hungry, fhe faid flie would procure me fomething to eat. 
She accordingly went out, and returned in a fhort time with a very fine filh ; which 
having caufed to be half broiled upon fome embers, flie gave me for fupper. The rites 
of hofpitality being thus performed towards a ftranger in diftrefs, my worthy benefac- 
trefs (pointing to the mat, and telling me I might fleep there without apprehenfion) 
called to the female part of her family, who had flood gazing on me all the while in 
fixed aftonifhment, to refume their tafk of fpinning cotton; in which they continued 
to employ themfelves great part of the night. They lightened their labour by fongs, 
one of which was compofed extempore ; for I was myfelf the fubject of it. It was fung 
by one of the young women, the reft joining in a fort of chorus. The air was fweet 
and plaintive, and the words, literally tranflated were thefe.—■** The winds roared, and 
“ the rains fell.—The poor white man, faint and weary, came and fat under our tree. 
—he has no mother to bring him milk ; no wife to grind his corn.— Chorus. Let us 
“ pity the white man j no mother has he, &c. &c.”—-Trifling as this recital may 
appear to the reader, to a perfon in my fituation, the circumftance was affeCling in the 
higheft degree. I was oppreffed by fuen unexpected ldndnefs ; and lleep fled from 
my eyes. In the morning I prefemed my companion Ate landlady with two of the four 
brafs buttons which remained on my waiftcoat: the only recompenfe 1 could make 
her. 
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July 21 ft. I continued in the village all this day, in convention with the natives, 
who came in crowds to fee me; but was rather uneafy towards evening, to find that 
no meffage had arrived from the king, the more fo, as the people began to whifper that 
Manfong had received fome very unfavourable accounts of me, from the Moors and 
Slatees refiding at Sego; who it feems were exceedingly fufpicious concerning the 
motives of my journey. I learnt that many confultations had been held with the king, 
concerning my reception and difpofal: and fome of the villagers frankly told me, that 
I had many enemies, and mull expert no favour. 

July 22d. About eleven o’clock, a meffenger arrived from the king; but he gave 
me very little fatisfa&ion. He inquired particularly if I had brought any prefent ; 
and teemed much difappointed when he was told that I had been robbed of every tiring 
by the Moors. When I propofed to go along with him, he told me to flop until the 
afternoon, when the king would fend for me. 

July 23. In the afternoon another meffenger arrived from Manfong, with a bag 
in his hands. He told me it was the king’s pleafure that I fhould depart forthwith 
from the vicinage of Sego : but that Manfong, wifhing to relieve a white man in diftrefs, 
had fent me five thoufand koWries,* to enable me to purchafe provifions in the courfe 
of my journey; the meffenger added, that if my intentions were really to proceed to 
Jenne, he had orders to accompany me as a guide to Sanfanding. I was, at firft, 
puzzled to account for this behaviour of the king j but from the converfation I had 
with the guide, I had afterwards reafon to believe that Manfong would willingly have 
admitted me into his prefence at Sego ; but was apprehenfive he might not be able to 
prote£t me again ft the blind and inveterate malice of the Moorilh inhabitants. His 
conduCt, therefore, was at once prudent and liberal. The circumftances under which 
I made my appearance at Sego, were undoubtedly fuch as might create in the mind of 
the king, a well-warranted fufpicion that I wilhed to conceal the true objeCt of my 
journey. He argued, probably, as my guide argued: who, when he was told, that I 
had come from a great diftance, and through many dangers, to behold the Joliba river, 
naturally inquired, if there were no rivers in my own country, and whether one river 
was not like another. Notwithftanding this, and in fpite of the jealous machinations 
of the Moors, this benevolent prince thought it fufficient, that a white man was found 
in his dominions, in a condition of extreme wretchednefs, and that no other plea was 
ncceffary to entitle the fufferer to his bounty, 

CHAP. II.— Departure from Sego, and Arrival at Kabba.—Defcrip lion of the Shea 
or vegetable Butter Tree.—The Author and his Guide arrive at Sanfanding .— 
Behaviour of the Moors at that Place.—The Author purfues his Journey to the 
Ea/iward.—Incidents on the Road.-—Arrives at Modiboo, and proceeds for Kea ; 
but obliged to have his Horfe by the Way.—Embarbs at Kea in a Fifhermans Came 
for Moorxan ; is conveyed from thence acrofs the Niger to Silla.—Determines to 
proceed no further Eajlivard.—Some Account of the further Courfe of the Niger, and 
the Towns in its Vicinage, towards the Eajl . 

BEING, in the manner that has been related, compelled to leave Sego, I was 
conduced the fame evening to a village about feven miles to the eaftward, with fome 

* Mention has already been made of thefe little fhclls, which pafs current as money in many 
parts of the Eaft Indies as well a$ Africa, In Bambarra, and the adjacent countries, where the neccf* 
filiei of life are very cheap > one hundred of them would commonly purchafe a day's provifion* for myfrlf* 
and com for my horfe. I reckoned about two hundred and fifty kownei equal to one fttllmg, 
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of the inhabitants of which my guide was acquainted, and by whom we were well 
received.* He was very friendly and communicative, and fpoke highly of the hof- 
pitality of his countrymen $ but withal told me, that if Jenn6 was the place of my 
deflination, which he feemed to have hitherto doubted, I had undertaken an enter- 
prize of greater danger than probably I was apprized of: for, although the town of 
Jenne was, nominally, a part of the King of Bambarra’s dominions, it was in £a£t, he 
faid, a city of the Moors; the leading part of the inhabitants being Bufhreens, and 
even the governor himfelf, though appointed by Manfong, of the fame fe6l. Thus 
was I in danger of falling a fecond time into the hands of men who would confider it 
not only juftifiable, but meritorious, to deftroy me : and this reflection was aggravated 
by the circumltance that the danger increafed, as I advanced in my journey j for I 
learned that the places beyond Jennd were under the Moorilh influence, in a Hill 
greater degree than Jenne itfelf; and TombuCtoo, the great object of my fearch, 
altogether in poffeffion of that favage and mercilefs people, who allow no Chriftian to 
live there. But I had now advanced too far to think of returning to the weftward, on 
fuch vague and uncertain information, and determined to proceed ; and being accom¬ 
panied by the guide, I departed from the village on the morning of the 24th. About 
eight o’clock, we pafled a large town called Kabba, fituated in the iradft of a beautiful 
and highly cultivated country ; bearing a greater refemblance to the centre of England, 
than to what I fhould have fuppofed had been the middle of Africa. The people were 
every where employed in collecting the fruit of the Shea trees, from which they pre¬ 
pare vegetable butter.-—Thefe trees grow in great abundance all over this part of 
Bambarra. They are not planted by the natives, but are found growing naturally 
in the woods j and in clearing wood land for cultivation, every tree is cut down but 
the Shea. The tree itfelf very much refembles the American oak; and the fruit, 
from the kernel of which, being firfl: dried in the fun, the butter is prepared, by 
boiling the kernel in water, has fomewhat the appearance of a Spanifh olive. The 
kernel is enveloped in a fweet pulp, under a thin green rind; and the butter 
produced from it, befides the advantage of its keeping the whole year without fait, 
is whiter, firmer, and, to ray palate, of a richer flavour than the bell butter I ever 
tailed made from cow’s milk. The growth and preparation of this commodity, feem 
to be among the firfl: objects of African induftry in this and the neighbouring ftates j 
and it conftitutes a main article of their inland commerce. 

We palTed, in the courfe of the day, a great many villages, inhabited chiefly by 
filhermen ; and in the evening about five o’clock arrived at Sanfanding; a very large 
town, containing, as I was told, from eight to ten thoufand inhabitants. This place 
is much refovted to by the Moors, who bring fait from Beeroo, and beads and coral 
from the Mediterranean, to exchange here for gold dull, and cotton cloth. This cloth 
they fell to great advantage in Beeroo, and other Moorilh countries, where, on account 
of the want of rain, no cotton is cultivated. 

I defired my guide to conduft me to the houfe in which we were to lodge, by 
.he moll private way pofiible. ^Ve accordingly rode along between the town and the 
river, pafflng by a creek or harbour, in which 1 obferved twenty large canoes, moll of 
them fully loaded, and covered with mats, to prevent the rain from injuring the goods. 
As we proceeded, three other canoes arrived, two with paffengers, and one with goods. 

a fart of corrupted Man dingo, 

I was 


* I fhould have before obferved, that I found the language of Bambarra, 
After a little praftice, I underffood, and fpoke it without difficulty’, 
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I was happy to find that all the Negro inhabitants took me for a Moor; under which 
character 1 fliould probably have patted unmolefled, had not a Moor, who was fitting by 
the river fide, difcovered the miftake, and fetting up a loud exclamation, brought 
together a number of his countrymen. 

W‘hen I aimed at the houie of C'ounti Mamadi, the Dooty of the town, I was fur** 
rounded with hundreds of people, fpeaking a variety of different dialeds, all equally 
unintelligible to me. At length, by the affifiance of my guide, who aded as in¬ 
terpreter, 1 underftood that one of the fpectators pretended to have feen me at one 
place, and another at feme other place; and a Moorifh woman abfolutely fwore that 
llie had kept my houfe three years at Gallam on the river Senegal. It was plain that 
they miflook me for feme other perfon ; and I defired two of the mofl confident, to 
point towards the place where they had feen me. They pointed due fouth ; hence I 
think it probable that they came from Cape Coaft, where they might have feen many 
white men. Their language was different from any I had yet heard. The Moors now 
affembled in great numbers; with their ufual arrogance, compelling the Negroes to 
Hand at a diftance. They immediately began to queflion me concerning my religion; 
but finding that I was not matter of the Arabic, they fent for two men, whom they 
call llhuidi (Jews), in hopes that they might be able to converfe with me. Thefe 
Jews, in drefs and appearance, very much refemble the Arabs; but though they fo 
far conform to the religion of Mahomet, as to recite, in public, prayers from the Koran, 
they are but little refpe&ed by the Negroes ; and even the Moors themfelves allowed, 
that though I was a Chriftian, I was a better man than a Jew. They, however, in¬ 
filled, that, like the Jews, I mull conform fo far as to repeat the Mahomedan prayers ; 
and when I attempted to wave the fubjeft, by telling them that I could not fpeak 
Arabic, one of them, a Shereef from 1 uat, in the Great Defert, ftarted up and fwore 
by the Prophet, that if I refufed to go to the mofque, he would be one that would 
aJlitt in carrying me thither. And there is no doubt but this threat would have been 
immediately executed, had not my landlord interpofed in my behalf. He told them, 
that I was the king s ftranger, and he could not fee me ill treated, whilfl I was under 
his protection. lie therefore advifed them to let me alone for the night; affuriug 
them, that, in the morning I fhould be lent about my bufinefs. This fomewhat appeafed 
their clamour ; but they compelled me to afeend a high feat, by the door of the mofque, 
in order that every body might fee me; for the people had affembled in fuch numbers 
as to be quite ungovernable; climbing upon the houfes, and fqueezing each other, 
like the fpeCtators at an execution. Upon this feat I remained until funfet, when I 
was conduced into a neat little hut, with a finall court before it; the door of which 
Counti Mamadi fhut, to prevent any perfon from difturbing me. But this precaution 
could not exclude the Moors. They climbed over the top of the mud wall, and came 
in crowds into the court, in order, they faid, to fee me perforin my evening devotions , 
and eat eggs. The former of thefe ceremonies, I did not think proper to comply with; 
but I told them I had no objection to eat eggs, provided they would bring me eggs 
to eat. My landlord immediately brought me feven hen’s eggs, and was much fur- 
prifed to find that I could not eat them raw; for it feems to be a prevalent opinion 
among the inhabitants of the interior, that Europeans fubfift almoft entirely on this 
diet. When I had fucceeded, in perfuading my landlord that this opinion was without 
foundation, and that 1 would gladly partake of any victuals which he might think 
proper to fend me; he ordered a flieep to be killed, and part of it to be dreffed for 
my fupper. About midnight, when the Moors had left me, he paid me a vifit, and 
with much carneftnefs defired me to write him a faphie. “ If a Moor’s faphie is good. 
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(raid this hofpitable old man), a white man’s mult needs 
„,; t h nn p nnfleffed of all the virtues I could co 


be better.” I readily fur- 

niflTed him" with one, pofleffed of all the virtues I could concentrate; for it contamed 
the Lord's prayer. The pen with which it was written was made of a leed, a little 
charcoal and gum-water made very tolerable ink, and a thin board anfwered the pur- 

P °Jhfr S’ Early in the morning, before the Moors were a Jmbled, I departed 
from Landing, andflept the enfuing nighty afmall town call Sibil, j from whence, 
on the day following, I reached Nyara, a large town at feme diftance from he river, 
where I halted the 27 th, to have my clothes waftied, and recruit my hoife. The Dooty 
there has a very commodious houfe, flat roofed, and two ftones high. He fliewed 
me fome gunpowder of his own manufacturing; and pointed out as a great cunofity 
a little brown monkey, that was tied to a flake by the door, telling me that it came 

from a far-diftant country, called Kong. , U,. __ 

July 3 8 th. I departed from Nyara, and reached Nyamee about noon, i his town 
is inhabited chiefly by Foulahs, from the kingdom of Mafina. The Dooty (I know 
not why) would not receive me, but civilly fent his fon on horfeback, to conduct me 
to Modiboo; which, he affured me, was at no great diftance. 

We rode nearly in a dir eft line through the woods ; but in general went forwards 
with great circumfpeaion. I obferved that my guide frequently flopped, and looked 
under the bullies. On inquiring the reafon of this caution, he told me that lions 
were very numerous in that part of the country, and frequently attacked people tra¬ 
velling through the woods. ’While he was fpeaking, my horfe ftarted, and looking 
rountk I obferved a large animal of the camelopard kind. Handing at a little diftance. 
The neck and fore legs were very long ; the head was furniflied with two ftiort black 
horns, turning backwards; the fail, which reached down to the ham joint, had a 
tuft of hair at the end. The animal was of a moufe colour ; and it trotted away from 
us in a very fluggifli manner; moving its head from fide to fide, to. fee if we were 
purfuing it. Shortly after this, as we were crofling a large open plain, where there 
were a few fcattered buflies, my guide, who was a little way before me, wheeled his 
horfe round in a moment, calling out fomething in the 1 ‘oulah language, which I did 
not underftand. I inquired in Mandingo what he meant; PFara billi bilii, a very large 
lion, faid he; and made figns for me to ride away. But my horfe was loo much 
fatigued : fo we rode llowly paft the bulh, from which the animal had given us the 
alarm. Not feeing any thing myfelf, however, I thought my guide had been miftaken, 
when, the Foulah fuddenly put his hand to his mouth, exclaiming, Soubab an alluhi 

S God preferve us !) and to my great furprife I then perceived a large red lion, at a 
liort diftance from the bulh, with his head couched between his fore paws. 1 expefted 
he would inftantly fpring upon me, and inftinctively pulled my feet from my ftirrups 
to throw myfelf on the ground, that my horfe might become the vi&ira, rather than 
jnyfelf, But it is probable the lion was not hungry; for he quietly fuffered us to 
pals, though we were fairly within his reach. My eyes were fo rivetted upon this 
lovereign of the beafts, that I found it impoflible to remove them, until we were at 
a confiderable diftance. We now took a circuitous route, through fome fwampy 
ground, to avoid any more of thefe difagreeable rencounters. At funfet we arrived 
at Modiboo, a delightful village on the banks of the Niger, commanding a view of 
the river for many miles, both to the eaft and weft. The Anall green iflands (the 
peaceful retreat of fome induftrious Foulahs, whofe cattle are here fecure from the 
depredations of wild beafts,) and the majeflic breadth of the river, which is here much 
larger than at Sego, render the fituation one of the moll enchanting in the world. 

Here 
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Here ate caught great plenty of fifli, by means of long cotton nets, which the natives 
make themfelves, and ufe nearly in the fame manner as nets are ufed in Europe. I 
obferved the head of a crocodile lying upon one of the houfes, which they told me 
had been killed by the fhepherds, in a fwamp near the town. Thefe animals are not 
uncommon in the Niger; but I believe they are not oitentimes found dangerous. 
They are of little account to the traveller, when compared with the amazing fwarms 
of mufquetoes, which rife from the fwamps and creeks, in fuch numbers as to harafs 
even the moil toipid of the natives; and as my clothes were now al mo ft worn to 
rags, I was but ill prepared to refift their attacks. I ufually patfed the night without 
Hunting my eyes, walking backwardsand forwards, fanning myfelf with my hat; their 
flings raifed numerous biifters on my legs and arms; which, together with the want 
of reft, made me very feveriih and uneafy. 

July 39 th. Early in the morning, my landlord obferving that I was fickly, hurried 
me away; fending a fervant with me as a guide to Kea.‘ But though I was little 
able to walk, iny horfe was ftill lei's able to carry me; and about fix miles to the eaft 
of Modiboo, in crofling fome rough clayey ground he fell; and the united ftrength 
of the guide and myfelf, could not place him again upon his legs. I fat down for 
fome time befide this worn-out aflbeiate of my adventures; but finding him ftill unable 
to rife, I took off the faddle and bridle, and placed a quantity of grais before him. I 
furveyed the poor animal, as he lay panting on the ground, with fympathetic emotion; 
for I could not fupprefs the fad apprehenfion that 1 fhould myfelf, in a ihort time, lie 
down and perifli in the fame manner, of fatigue and hunger. With this foreboding 
1 left my poor horfe; and with great reluctance followed my guide on foot, along 
the bank of the river, until about noon ; when we reached Kea, which I found to 
be nothing more than a fmall filhing village. The Dooty, a furly old man, who was 
fitting by the gate, received me very coolly; and when 1 informed him of my fituatlon, 
and begged his protection, told ine, with great indifference, that he paid very little 
attention to fine fpeeches, and that 1 fliould not enter his houfe. My guide remon* 
ft rated in my favour, but ro no purpofe; for the Dooty remained inflexible in his 
determination. I knew not where to reft my wearied limbs, but was happily relieved 
by a filhing canoe, belonging to SiJIa, which was at that moment coming down the 
river. Tile Dooty waved to the fiflierman to come near, and defired him to take 
charge of me as far as Moorzan. 1 he fifherman, after fome helitation, confented to 
carry me ; and I embarked in the canoe, in company with the fiflierman, his wife, and 
a boy. The Negro who had conducted me from Modiboo, now left me; I requefted 
him to look to ray horfe on his return, and take carp of him if he was ftill alive, 
which he promifed to do. 

Departing from Kea, we proceeded about a mile down the river, when the fither- 
man paddled the canoe to the bank, and defired me to jump out. Having tied the 
canoe to a ftake, he dripped off his clothes, and dived for fuch a length of°time, that 
1 thought he had actually drowned hiinfelf, and was furprifed to fee his wife behave 
with fo much indifference upon the occafion; but my fears were over when he raifed 
up his head aftern of the canoe, and called for a rope. With this rope he dived a 
fecond time, and then got into the canoe, and ordered the boy to aflifl him in pulling. 
At length, they brought up a large batket, about ten feet in diameter, containing two 
fine filh, which tlte fiflierman (after returning the batket into the water) immediately 
carried athore, and hid in the grafs. We then went a little further down, and took 
up another batket, in which was one filh. The fiflierman now left us, to carry his 

3 prizes 


park’s TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 


850 

prizes to fome neighbouring market; and the woman and boy proceeded with me in 
the canoe, down the river. 

About four o’clock we arrived at Moorzan, a fifhing-town on the northern bank; 
from whence I was conveyed acrofs the river to Silla, a large town ; where 1 remained 
until it was quite dark, under a tree, furrounded by hundreds of people. But their 
language was very different from the other parts of Bambarra ; and I was informed 
that in my progrefs eaflward, the Bambarra tongue was but little underftood, and that 
when I reached Jenne, I Ihould find that the majority of the inhabitants fpoke a dif¬ 
ferent language, called Jenne Kummo, by the Negroes j and Kalam Soudan , by the 
Moors. " 

With a great deal of intreaty, the Dooty allowed me to come into his baloon, to 
avoid the rain; but the place was very damp, and I had a fmart paroxyfm of fever 
during the night. Worn down by ficknefs, exhaufted with hunger and fatigue ; half 
naked, and without any article of value, by which I might procure provifions, clothes, 
or lodging ; I began to reflect ferioufly on my fituation. 1 was now convinced by 
painful experience, that the obftacles to my further progrefs were infur mountable. 
The tropical rains were already fet in with all their violence; the rice grounds and 
fwamps were every where overflowed; and in a few days more, travelling of every 
kind, unlefs by water, would be completely obftructed. The kowries which re¬ 
mained of the King of Bambarra’s prefent, were not fufficient to enable me to hire a 
canoe for any great dillance; and I had but little hopes of fubfifting by charity, in a 
country where the Moors have fuch influence. But above all, I perceived that I was 
advancing more and more within the power of thofe mercilefs fanatics ; and from 
ray reception both at Sego and Sanfanding, I was apprehenfive that, in attempting to 
reach even Jenne (unlefs under the prote&ion of fome man of confequence amongfl: 
them, which I had no means of obtaining), I Ihould facrifice my life to no purpofe ; 
for my difeoveries would perifli with me. The profpett either way was gloomy. In 
returning to the Gambia, a journey on foot of many hundred miles prefented itfelf 
to my contemplation, through regions and countries unknown. Neverrhelefs, this 
feemed to be the only alternative; for I faw inevitable deftruction in attempting to 
proceed to the eaflward. With this conviction on my mind, I hope my readers will 
acknowledge, that I did right in going no farther. I had made every effort to exe¬ 
cute my miffion in its fulleft extent, which prudence could juftify. Had there been 
the molt diftant prolpeQ: of a fuccefsful termination, neither the unavoidable hard/hips 
of the journey, nor the dangers of a fecond captivity, ihould have forced me to defift. 
This, however, neceflity compelled me to do; and whatever may be the opinion of 
my general readers on this point, it affords me inexpreffible fatisfaction, that my 
honourable employers have been pleafed, fince my return, to exprefs their full appro- 
bation of my conduct. 

Haying thus brought my mind, after much doubt and perplexity, to a deter¬ 
mination to return weftward; I thought it incumbent on me, before I left Silla, to 
collefl from the Moorifli and Negro traders, all the information I could, concerning 
the further couife of the Niger eaflward, and the fituation and extent of the king¬ 
doms in its vicinage; and the following few notices I received from fuch various 
quarters, as induce me to think they are authentic. 

I wo Ihort days journey to the eaflward of Silla, is the town of Jenne, which is 
fituated on a fmail ifland in the river j and is laid to contain a greater number of inha¬ 
bitants than Sego itfelf, or any other town in Bambarra. At the dillance of two days 
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more, the river lpreads into a confiderable lake, called Dibble (or .the dark lake), 
concerning the extent of which, all the information I could obtain was, that in eroding 
it, from weft to eaft, the canoes lofe fight of land one whole day. From this lake 
the water iffues in many different ftreams, which terminate in two large branches, one 
whereof flows towards the north-eaft, and the other to the eaft; but thefe branches 
join at Kabra, which is one day’s journey to the fouthward of Tombudoo, and is the 
port or fhipping-place of that city. The tract of land which the two ftreams encircle, 
is called Jinbala, and is inhabited by Negroes ; and the whole diftance, by land, from 
Jenne to Tom butt 00 , is twelve days* journey. 

From Kabra, at the diftance of eleven days’ journey, down the ftream, the river 
paffes to the fouthward of Houffa, which is two days’ journey diftant from the river. 
Of the further progrefs of this great river, and its final exit, all the natives with 
whom I converfed, feemed to be entirely ignorant. Their commercial purfuits feldorn 
induce them to travel further than the cities of Tombudoo and Houffa; and as the 
foie objed of thofe journies is the acquirement of wealth, they pay but little attention 
to the courfe of rivers, or the geography of countries. It is, however, highly probable 
that the Niger affords a fafe and eafy communication between very remote nations. 
All my informants agreed, that many of the Negro merchants who arrive at Tom¬ 
budoo and Houffa, from the eaft ward, fpeak a different language from that of Bain- 
barra, or any other kingdom with which they are acquainted. But even thefe mer¬ 
chants, it would feem, are ignorant of the termination of the river, for fuch of them 
as can fpeak Arabic, deferibe the amazing length of its courfe in very general terms; 
faying only that they believe it runs to the world’s end. 

The names of many kingdoms to the eaftward of Houffa, are familiar to the 
inhabitants of Bambarra. 1 was fliewn quivers and arrows of very curious worktnan- 
fhip, which I was informed came from the kingdom of Kaflina. 

On the northern bank of the Niger, at a fhort diftance from Silla, is the kingdom 
of Mafina, which is inhabited by Foulahs. They employ themfelves there, as in other 
places, chiefly in pallurage, and pay an annual tribute to the King of Bambarra, for 
the lands which they occupy. 

To the north-eaft of Mafina, is fituated the kingdom of Tombudoo, the great objed 
of European refearch: the capital of this kingdom being one of the principal marts 
for that extenfive commerce which the Moors carry on with the Negroes. The 
hopes of acquiring wealth in this purfuit, and zeal for propagating their religion, 
have filled this extenfive city with Moors and Mahoinedan converts; the King himfelf, 
and all the chief officers of ftate are Moors; and they are faid to be more fevere and 
intolerant in their principles than any other of the Moorifh tribes in this part of Africa. 
I was informed by a venerable old Negro, that when he firft vifited Tombudoo, he 
took up his lodging at a fort of public inn, the landlord of which, when he conduded 
him into his hut, l'pread a mat on the floor, and laid a rope upon it; faying, te If 
** you are a Muffulman you are my friend, fit down; but if you are a Kafir, you are 
“ my flave, and with this rope I will lead you to market.” The prefent King of 
Tombudoo is named Abu Abrahima ; he is reported to poffefs immenfe riches. His 
wives and concubines are faid to be clothed in filk, and the chief officers of ftate live 
in confiderable fplendour.^ The whole expence of his government is defrayed, as I was 
told, by a tax upon merchandize, which is colfeded at the gates of the city. 

The city of Houffa (the capital of a large kingdom of the fame name, fituated to 
the eaftward of Tombudoo,) is another great mart for Moorifh commerce. I converfed 
with many merchants who had vifited that city; and they all agreed that it is larger, 
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and more populous, than Tombudoo. The trade, police, and government, are nearly 
the fame in both; but in Houffa, the negroes are in greater proportion to the Ivioors, 


was not able to colled much informa- 
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and have fome fhare in the government, 

Concerning the fmall kingdom of Jinbala, I 

tion. The foil is faid to be remarkably fertile, and the whole country fo full of 
creeks and fwamps, that the Moors have hitherto been baffled m every attempt to 
fubdue it. The inhabitants are Negroes, and fome of them are laid to live in con- 
fiderable affluence, particularly thofe near the capital; which is a reftmg-place 
for fuch merchants as tranfport goods from Tombuftoo to the weltern parts 

^Todie fouthward of Jinbala, is fituated the Negro kingdom of Gotto, which 
faid to be of great extent. It was formerly divided into a number of petty nates, 
which were governed by their own chiefs ; but their private quarrels invited mvafion 
from the neighbouring kingdoms* At length a politic chief, of the name of Moo lee, 
had addrefs enough to make them unite in hoftilities againft Bambarra ; and on this 
occafion he was unanirnoufly choien general; the different chiefs con fen ting foi a 
time to aft under his command. Moofee immediately difpatched a fleet of canoes, 
loaded with provifions, from the banks of the lake Dibbieup the Niger, towards Jenne, 
and with the whole of his army pufhed forwards into Bambarra. He arrived on the 
banks of the Niger oppofite to Jenne, before the townfpeople had the fmalleft intima¬ 
tion of his approach ; his fleet of canoes joined him the fame day, and having landed the 
provifions, he embarked part of his army, and in the night took Jenne by ftorm. This 
event fo terrified the King of Bambarra, that he fent meffengers to fue for peace, and 
in order to obtain it, conlented to deliver to Moofee a certain number of flaves every 
year; and return every thing that had been taken from the inhabitants of Gotto. 
Moofee, thus triumphant, returned to Gotto, where he was declared king, and the capital 
of the country is called by his name. 

On tile weft of Gotto is the kingdom-of Baedoo, which was conquered by the pre- 
fent King of Bambarra about feven years ago, and has continued tributary to him 
ever fince. 

Weft of Baedoo is Maniana j the inhabitants of which, according to the belt informa¬ 
tion I was able to colled, are cruel and ferocious : carrying their refentment towards 
their enemies fo far as never to give quarter; and even to indulge themfelves with 
unnatural and difgufting banquets of human flelh. 

I am well aware that the accounts which the negroes give of their enemies, ought to 
be received with great caution; but I heard the fame account in fo many different king¬ 
doms, and from fuch variety of people, whofe veracity I had no occafion to fufped, that 
I am difpofed to allow it fome degree of credit. The inhabitants of Bambarra, in the 
courfe of a long and bloody war, muft have had frequent opportunities of fatisfying 
themfelves as to the fad; and if the report had been entirely without foundation, I 
cannot conceive why the term Madummulo (man eaters), Ihould be applied exclu lively 
to the inhabitants of Maniana. 
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CHAP. III. — The Author returns Weflward — arrives at Modi boo, and recovers 
his Httife—finds great Difficulty in travelling, in confiequence of the Rains, and the 
overflowing of the River ; — is informed that the King of Bamharra had font Perfims 
to apprehend him ; — avoids Sego, and profecutes his Journey along the Banks of the 
Niger. — Incidents on the Road. — Cruelties attendant on African Wars. — The Author 
croffes the River Frina , and arrives at Tafiara. 

HAVING, for the reafons affigned in the Iafl: chapter, determined to proceed no 
farther eaftward than Silla, I acquainted the dooty with my intention of returning to Sego, 
propofing to travel along the fouthern fide of the river ; but he informed me, that from 
the number of creeks and fwamps on that fide, it was hnpoflible to travel by any 
other route than along the northern bank ; and even that route, he faid, would foon 
be impaffable on account of the overflowing of the river. However, as he commended 
my determination to return well ward, he agreed to fpeak to fome one of the fifher- 
men to carry me over to Moorzan. I accordingly ftepped into a canoe about eight 
o’clock in the morning of July 30th, and in about an hour was landed at Moorzan. 
At this place I hired a canoe for fixty kowries, and in the afternoon arrived at 
Kea • where, for forty kowries more, the dooty permitted me to fleep in the fame 
hut 'with one of his flaves. This poor Negro, perceiving that l was fickly, and 
that my clothes were very ragged, humanely lent me a large cloth to cover me for 
the night. 

July 31ft. The dooty’s brother being going to Modiboo, I embraced the oppor¬ 
tunity^ of accompanying him thither, there being no beaten road.. He promifed to carry 
my faddle, which I had left at Kea when my horfe fell down in the woods, as I no\t 
propofed to prefent it to the King of Bambarra. 

We departed from Kea at eight o’clock, and about a mile to the weltward obferved, 
on the bank of the river, a great number of earthen jars piled up together. They 
were very neatly formed, but not glazed; and were evidently of that fort of pot¬ 
tery which is manufa&ured at Downie (a town to the well of Tombu&oo), and 
fold to great advantage in different parts of Bambarra. As we approached towards 
the jars, my companion plucked up a large handful of herbage, and threw it upon 
them * making figns for me to do the fame, which I did. He then, with great 
ferioufnefs, told me that thefe jars belonged to fome fupernatural power ; that they 
were found in their prefent fituation about two years ago : and as no perfon had 
claimed them, every traveller as he paffed them, from refpeft to the invifible pro¬ 
prietor, threw fome grafs, or the branch of a tree, upon the heap, to defend the jars 
from the rain. 

Thus converting, we travelled in the moll friendly manner until, unfortunately, 
we perceived the footfteps of a lion, quite frefh in the mud, near the river fide. My 
companion now proceeded with great circumfpeftion; and at laft, coming to fome 
thick underwood, he infilled that 1 fhould walk before him. I endeavoured to 
excufe myfelf, by alledging that I did not know the road ; but he obllinately per- 
fifted • and after a few high words and menacing looks, threw down the faddle and 
went away. This very much difconcerted me: but as I had given up all hopes of 
obtaining a horfe, I could not think of encumbering myfelf with a faddle; and taking 
off the ftirrups and girths, I threw the faddle into the river. The Negro no fooner 
faw me throw the faddle into the water, than he came running from among the bufhes 
where he had concealed himfelf, jumped into the river, and by help of his fpear, 
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brought out the faddle, and ran away with it. I continued my courfe along the bank j 
but as the wood was remarkably thick, and 1 had reafon to believe that a lion was at 
no great diftance, I became much alarmed, and took a long circuit through the bullies 
to avoid him. 

About four in the afternoon I reached Modiboo, where I found my faddle* I he 
guide, who had got there before me, being afraid that I fliould inform the King of his 
conduct, had brought the faddle with him In a canoe* ^ ^ v 

While I was convening with the dooty, and remonftrating againft the guide for 
having left me in fuch a fituatlon, I heard a horfe neigh in one of the huts ; and the 
dooty inquired, with a fniile, if I knew who w^ls fpeaking to me? He explained hirofeif, 
by telling me that my horfe was ftiil alive, and fomewhat recovered from his fatigue ; 
but he Infilled that I fhould take him along with me ; adding, that he had once kept a 
Moor's horfe for four months, and when the horfe had recovered <md got into good 
condition, the Moor returned and claimed it, and refufed to give him any reward for 
his trouble* 

Aug- i ft* I departed from Modiboo, driving my horfe before me : and in the 
afternoon reached Nyamee, where I remained three days; during which time it 
rained without intermiflion, and with fuch violence, that no perfon could venture out 
of doors- 

» Aug. 5th. I departed 1 from Nyamee; but the country was fo deluged, that I was 
frequently in danger of lofxng the road, and had to wade acrofs the favannahs for 
miles together, knee deep in water. Even the com ground, which is the dried: land 
in the country, was fo completely flooded, that my horfe twice ftuck faft in the mud, 
and was not got out without the greateft difficulty* 

In the evening of the fame day I arrived at Nyara, where I was well received 
by the dooty; and as the 6th was rainy, I did not depart until the morning of 
the 7th ; but the water had fwelled to fuch a height, that in many places the road 
was fcarcely paflable; and though I waded breafl deep acrofs the fwamps, I could 
only reach a fmall village called Nemaboo, where, however, for an hundred 
kowries, I procured from feme foulahs plenty of com for iny horfe, and milk for 
rnyfelf* 

Aug* 8 th* The difficulties I had experienced the day before, made me anxious 
to engage a fellow-traveller; particularly as I was allured, that, in the courfe of a 
few days, the country would be fo completely overflowed, as to render the road 
utterly impaffable; but though I offered two hundred kowries for a guide, nobody 
would accompany me. However* on the morning following, (Auguft 9th,) a Moor 
and his wife, riding upon two bullocks, and bound for Sego with fait, pafled the 
village; and agreed £0 take me along with them : but I found them of little fer- 
viee, for they were wholly unacquainted with the road, and being accuflomed to a 
fandy foil, were very bad travellers* Inflead of wading before the bullocks, to feel 
if the ground was folid, the woman boldly entered the firft fwamp, riding upon the 
top of the load ; but when fhe had proceeded about two hundred yards, the bullock 
funk into a hole, and threw both the load and herfelf among the reeds* The frightened 
hufband flood for feme time feemingly petrified with horror, anti foffered his wife to be 
almoft drowned before he went to her afliflance* 

About funfet we reached Sibity : but the dooty received me very coolly ; and 
when I foliated for a guide to Sanfanding, he told me his people were other wife em¬ 
ployed. I was fhewn into a damp old hut, where I paffed a very uncomfortable night; 
for when the walls of the hut are foftened by the rain, they frequently become too 
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weak to fupport the weight of the roof. I heard three huts fall during the night, 
and was apprehenfive that the hut I lodged in would be the fourth. In the morning, as 
I went to pull fome grafs for my horfe, I counted fourteen huts which had fallen in 
this manner fince the commencement of the rainy feafon. 

It continued to rain with great violence all the 10th ; and as the dooty refufed to 
give me any proviftons, I purchafed fome com, which I divided with my horfe. 

Aug. nth._ The dooty compelled me to depart from the town, and I fet out for 
Sanfanding without any great hopes of faring better there than I had done at * 
Sibity; for I learned from people who came to vifit me, that a report prevailed, 
and was univerfally believed, that I had come to Bambarra as a fpy ; and as Manfong 
had not admitted me into his prefence, the dooties of the different towns were at 
liberty to treat me in what manner they pleafed. From repeatedly hearing the fame 
ftory, I had no doubt of the truth of it; but as there was no alternative, I deter¬ 
mined to proceed, and a little before funfet I arrived at Sanfanding. My reception 
was what I expedted. Count i Mamadi, who had been fo kind to me formerly, 

fcarcely gave me welcome. Every one wifhed to fliun me, and my landlord fent a 
perfon to inform me, that a very unfavourable report was received from Sego concern¬ 
ing me, and that he wifhed me to depart early in the morning. About ten o’clock at 
night Counti Mamadi himfelf came privately to me, and informed me, that Manfong 
had difpatched a canoe to Jenne to bring me back; and he was afraid I fhould find 
great difficulty in going to the weft country. He advifedme, therefore, to depart from 
Sanfanding before daybreak; and cautioned me againft flopping at Diggani, or any 
town near Sego. 

Aug. 12th. I departed from Sanfanding, and reached Kabba in the afternoon. 
As I approached the town, I was furprifed to fee feveral people affembled at the gate j 
one of whom, as I advanced, came running towards me, and taking my horfe by the 
bridle, led me round the walls of the town; and then pointing to the weft, told me to 
go along, or it would fare worfe with me. It was in vain that I reprefented the dan¬ 
ger of being benighted in the woods, expofed to the inclemency of the weather, and 
to the fury of wild hearts. “ Go along,” was all the anfwer; and a number of 
people coming up, and urging tne in the fame manner with great earneftnefs, I 
fufpefted that fome of the King’s meffengers, who were fent in fearch of me, were 
in the town j and that thefe Negroes, from mere kindnefs, conducted me paft it 
with a view to facilitate my efcape. I accordingly took the road for Sego, with the 
uncomfortable profpect of palling the night on the branches of a tree. After travel¬ 
ling about three miles, I came to a finall village near the road. The dooty was 
fpliiting fticks by the gate j but I found I could have no admittance $ and when 
I attempted to enter, he jumped up, and with the flick he held in his hand 
threatened to ftrike me off the horfe, if I prefumed to advance another flep. 

At a little diftance from this village (and farther from the road), is another fmall 
one. I conjectured, that being rather out of the common route the inhabitants might 
have fewer objections to give me houfe-room for the night; and having croffed fome 
corn fields, I fat down under a tree by the well. Two or three women came to draw 
water ; and one of them perceiving I was a ltranger, inquired whither I was going. 

I told her I was going for Sego, but being benighted on the road, I wifhed to ftay at 
the village until morning ; and begged fhe would acquaint the dooty with my fitu- 
ation. In a little time the dooty fent for me, and permitted me to fleep in a 
large baloon, in one corner of which was con ft ru died a kiln for drying the fruit of 
the fiiea trees: it contained about half a cart load of fruit, under which was kept 
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I was informed that in three days the fruit would be ready % 
and that the butter thus manufactured, is preferable to that 


whofe language and manners 1 was totally unacquainted, 1 relinquifhed this fcheme, 
and judged, that I Ihould better anfwer the purpofe of my milfion, by proceeding 
to the weft ward along the Niger, endeavouring to afcertain how tar the river was 
navigable in that direction. Having refolved upon this courfe, I proceeded accord¬ 
ingly ; and a little before funfet arrived at a Foulah village called Sooboo, where, 
for two hundred kowries, I procured lodging for the night. 

Aug. 14th. I continued my courfe along the bank of the river, through a popu¬ 
lous and well cultivated country. I pafled a walled town called Kama ha*, without 
flopping ; and at noon rode through a large town called Samee, where there happened 
to be a market, and a number of people aflembled in an open place in the middle 
of the town, felling cattle, cloth, corn. Sec . I rode through the midft of them without 
being much obferved ; every one taking me for a Moor. In the afternoon I arrived 
at a fmail village called Binni, where I agreed with the dooty s fon, for one hundred 
kowries, to allow me to ftayfor the night j but when the dooty returned, he infilled 
that I fhould inftatttly leave the place } and if his wife and fon had not interceded for 

me, I mull have complied. . 

Aug. 15th. About nine o’clock I paffed a large town called Sai, which very 
much excited my curiofity. It is completely furrounded by two very deep trenches, at 
about two hundred yards diflant from the walls. On the top of the trenches are a 
number of fquare towers ; and the whole has the appearance of a regular fortification. 
Inquiring into the origin of this extraordinary intrenchment, I learned from two of 
the townfpeople the following particulars; which, if true, furnifh a mournful picture 
of the enormities of African wars. About fifteen years ago, when the prefent King 
of Bambarra’s father defolated Maniana, the dooty of Sai had two fons ilain in battle, 
fighting in the King’s caufe. He had a third fon living; and when the King demanded 
a further reinforcement of men, and this youth among the reft, the dooty refuted to 
feud him. This conduct fo enraged the King, that when he returned from Maniana, 


* There is another town of this name hereafter to be mentioned. 
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about the beginning of the rainy feafon, and found the dooty protefted by the inhabi¬ 
tants, he fat down before Sai with his array, and furrounded the town with the 
trenches l had now feen. After a liege of two months, the townfpeople became in¬ 
volved in all the horrors of famine; and whilll the King’s army were feafting in 
their trenches, they faw with pleafure the miferable inhabitants of Sai devour the 
leaves and bark of the bentang tree that Hood in the middle of the town. Finding, 
however, that the befieged would fooner perilh than furrender, the King had recourfe 
to treachery. He promifed, that if they would open the gates, no perfon fhould be 
put to death, nor fuffer any injury but the dooty alone. The poor old man deter¬ 
mined to facrifice himfelf, for the fake of his fellow-citizens, and immediately walked 
over to the King’s army, where he was put to death. His fon, in attempting to efcape, 
was caught and maffacred in the trenches; and the reft of the townfpeople were 
carried away captives, and fold as Haves to the different Negro traders. 

About noon I came to the village of Kaimoo, fituated upon the bank of the river; 
and as the com I had purchafed at Sibili, was exhaufted, I endeavoured to purchafe 
a frefh fupply; but was informed that com was become very fcarce all over the 
country ; and though I offered fifty kowries for a fmall quantity, no perfon would 
fell me any. As I was about to depart, however, one of the villagers (who probably 
iniftook me for a Moorilh lliereef) brought me fotne as a prefent y only defiring me 
in return, to bellow my bleffing upon him; which I did in plain Englilh, and he 
received it with a thoufand acknowledgments. Ot this prefent I made my dinner; 
and it was the third fucceffive day that I had fubfifted entirely upon raw corn. 

In the evening I arrived at a fmall village called Song, the furly inhabitants of 
which would not receive me, nor fo much as permit me to enter the gate; but as 
lions were very numerous in this neighbourhood, and I had frequently, in the courfe 
of the day, feen the impreffion of their feet on the road, I refolved to flay in the 
vicinity of the village. Having collected feme grafs for my horfe, I accordingly lay 
down under a tree by the gate. About ten o’clock I heard the hollow roar of a 
lion at no great diftance, and attempted to open the gate; but the people from within 
told me, that no perfon mult attempt to enter the gate without the dooty’s permif- 
fion. I begged them to inform the dooty that a lion was approaching the village, 
and I hoped he would allow me to come within the gate. I waited for an anfwer to 
this meffage with great anxiety; for the lion kept prowling round the village, and 
once advanced fo very near me, that I heard him milling among the grafs, and climbed 
the tree for fafety. About midnight the dooty with fome of his people opened the 
gate, and defired me to come in. They were convinced, they faid, that I was not a 
Moor; for no Moor ever waited any time at the gate of a village, without curfing the 
inhabitants. 

Aug. 16th. About ten o’clock I paffed a confiderable town, with a mofque, 
called Jabbe. Here the country begins to rife into hills, and I could fee the lmn- 
miis of high mountains to the weftward. 1 had very difagreeable travelling all this 
day, on account of the fwampinefs of the roads ; for the river was now rifen to fuch 
a height, as to overflow great part of the flat land on both fides: and from the mud- 
diners of the water, it was difficult to difcern its depth. In croffing one of thefe 
fwamps, a little to the weftward of a town called Gangu, my horfe being up to the 
belly in water, flipt fuddenly into a deep pit, and was almoft drowned before he 
could difengage his feet from the Iliff clay at the bottom. Indeed both the horfe 
and his rider were fo completely covered with mud, that in palling the village of Cal- 
lirnana, the people compared us to two dirty elephants. About noon I Hopped at a 
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fmall village near Yamina, where I purchafed fame corn, and dried my papeis and 

clothes* _ T 

The town of Yamina, at a diftance, has a very fine appearance- It covers neany 

the fame extent of ground as Sanfanding; but having been plundered by Daily, 
King of Kaarta, about four years ago, it has not yet refumed its former profperity; 
nearly one half of the town being nothing but a heap of ruins : however, it is ildl a 
confiderable place, and is fo much frequented by the Moors, that I did not thin*, it 
fafe to lodge in it: but, in order to fatisfy myfelf impeding its population and extent, 
I refolved to ride through it; in doing which, I obferved a great many Moors fitting 
upon the Bentangs, and other places of public refort. Every body looked at me 
with aftonifhment 5 but as I rode briflriy along, they had no tune to alk quefhons- 
I arrived in the evening at Farra, a walled village ; where* without much difficultyj 

I procured a lodging for the night* # . 

Aug, 17th* Early in the morning I purfued my journey, and at eight o clock 
paffed a confiderable town called Balaba: after which the road quits the plain, and 
ftretches along the fide of the hill* I paffed in the courfe of this day the ruins of 
three towns; the inhabitants of which were all carried away by Daify, King of 
Kaarta, on the fame day that he took and plundered Yamina* Near one of thefe 
ruins I climbed a tamarind tree, but found the fruit quite green and four; and the 
profped of the country was by no means inviting j for the high grafs and bulhes 
feemed completely to obftruft the road, and the low lands were all fo flooded by 
the river, that the Niger had the appearance of an extenfive lake. In the evening l 
arrived at Kaiiika, where the dooty, who was fitting upon an elephant’s hide at the 
gate, received me kindly; and gave me for fupper fome milk and meal ; which I 
confidered (as to a perfon in my fituadon it really was) a very great luxury* 

Aug. 18th* By miftake I took the wrong road, and did not difcover my error 
until I had travelled near four miles; when coming to an eminence, I obferved the 
Niger confiderably to the left* Dire&ing my courfe towards it, I travelled through 
long grafs and buflies, with great difficulty, until two o’clock in the afternoon ; when 
I came to a comparatively fmall, but very rapid river ; which I took at ^ firft for a 
creek, or one of the ftreams of the Niger- However, after I had examined it with 
more attendon, I was convinced that it was a diflfnff river ; and as the road evidently 
croffed it (for I could fee the pathway on the oppofite fide), I fat down upon the 
bank, in hopes that fome traveller might arrive, who would give me the neceffary 
information concerning the fording place ; for the banks were fo covered with 
reeds and buflies, that it would have been almoft impoffible to land on the other 
fide, except at tKe pathway; which, on account of the rapidity of the ftream, it 
feemed very difficult to reach* No traveller, however, arriving, and there being a 
great appearance of rain, I examined the grafs and bufhes, for fome way up the bank, 
and determined upon entering the river confiderably above the pathway, in order to 
reach the other fide before the ftream had fwept me too far down. With this view I 
faftened my clothes upon the faddle, and was (landing up to the neck in water, pul¬ 
ling my horfe by the bridle to make him follow me, when a man came accidentally 
to the place, and feeing me in the water, called to me with great vehemence to come 
out. The alligators, he faid, would devour both' me and my horfe, if we at¬ 
tempted to fwim over. When I had got out, the ftranger, who had never before 
feen a European, feemed wonderfully furprifed* He twice put his hand to his 
mouth, exclaiming in a low tone of voice, God preferve me! who is this?’* but 
when he heard me fpeak the Bambarra tongue, and found that I was going the 
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fame way as himfelf, he promifed to aflifl me in croffing the river; the name of 
which he told me was Irina. He then went a little way along the bank, and 
called to fome perfon, who anfwered from the other fide. In a fhort time a canoe, 
with two boys, came paddling from among the reeds: thefe boys agreed for fifty 
kowries, to tranfport me and my horfe over the river, which was eflefted without 
much difficulty ; and I arrived in the evening at Taffara, a walled town; and foon 
difeovered that the language of the natives was improved, from the corrupted dialett 
of Bambarra, to the pure Mandingo. t 


CHAP. IV.— Inhofpliable Reception at Taffara. — A Negro Funeral at Sooba. _ The 

Author continues bis Route through feveral Villages along the Banks of the Niger , 
until he comes to Kooltkorro. Supports himfelf by •writing Saphies — reaches Ma¬ 
rabou—lofes the Road; and after many Difficulties arrives at Bammakoo.—Takes the 
Road for Sibidooloo—meets with great Kindnefs at a Village called Kooma;—is after¬ 
wards robbed, firipped, and plundered by Banditti. — The Author's Refource and 
Conflation under exquifite Dijlrefs. — He arrives in Safety at Sibidooloo. 

_ ON my arrival at Taffara, I inquired for the dooty, but was informed that he had 
died a few days before my arrival, and that there was, at that moment, a meeting of the 
chief men for ele&ing another; there being fome difpute about the fucceffion. It was 
probably owing to this unfettled ftate of the town that I experienced fuch a want of 
hofpitality in it ; for though I informed the inhabitants that I Ihould only remain 
with them for one night, and aflured them that Manfong had given me fome kowries 
to pay for my lodging, yet no perfon invited me to come in; and I was forced to fit 
alone under the bentang tree, expofed to the rain and wind of a tornado, which 
iafted with great violence until midnight. At this time the ftranger, who had affifted 
me in croffing the river, paid me a vifu, and obferving that I had not found a lodging, 
invited me to take part of his fupper, which he had brought to the door of his hut: 
for being a gueft himfelf, he could nor, without his landlord’s confent, invite me to 
come in. After this, I flept upon fome wet grafs in the corner of a court. My horfe 
fared ftill worfe than myfelf; the corn I had purchafed being all expended, and I could 
not procure a fupply. 

Aug. 20th. I pafl'ed the town of Jaba, and flopped a few minutes at a village called 
Somino, where I begged and obtained fome coarfe food, which the natives prepare from 
the hulks of corn, and call Boo. About two o’clock I came to the village of Sooha, 
and endeavoured to purchafe fome corn from the dooty, who was fitting by the gate; 
but without fuccefs. I then requefted a little food by way of charity, but was told he 
had none to fpare. Whilft I was examining the countenance of this inhofpitable old 
man, and endeavouring to find out the caufe of the fullen difeontent, which was vifible 
in his eye, he called to a Have who was working in the corn-field at a little diflance, 
and ordered him to bring his hoe along with him. The dooty then told him to dig 
a hole in the ground; pointing to a fpot at no great diflance. The Have, with his 
hoe, began to dig a pit in the earth j and the dooty, who appeared to be a man of a 
very fretful difpofition, kept muttering and talking to himfelf until the pit was almofl 
finifhed, when he repeatedly pronounced the words dankatoo (good for nothing); 
jankra lemon (a real plague); which expreflions I thought could be applied to nobody 
but jnyfelf; and as the pit had very much the appearance of a grave, I thought it pru¬ 
dent to mount my horfe, and was about to decamp, when the flave, who had before 
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gone into the village, to my furprife, returned with the corpfe of a boy about nine 
or ten years of age, quite naked. The negro carried the body by a leg and an 
arm, and threw it into the pit with a favage indifference, which I had never before 
feen. As he covered the body with earth, the dooty often expretted hinifelf 
naphula attiniata (money loft]); whence I concluded that the boy had been one of his 
flaves. 

Departing from this fhocking fcene, I travelled by the fide of the river until funfet, 
when I came to Eoolikorro ; a conliderable town, and a great market for fait. Here 
I took up my lodging at the houfe of a Bambarran, who had formerly been the Have 
of a Moor, and in that charafter had travelled to Aoran, Towdinni, and many other 
places in the Great Defert; but turning Muffulman, and his matter dying at Jenne, he 
obtained his freedom, and fettled at this place, where he carries on a conliderable trade 
in fait, cotton-cloth, &c. His knowledge of the world has not leffened that fuperftirious 
confidence in faphies and charms, which he had imbibed in his earlier years; for when 
heheard that I was a Chriftian, he immediately thought of procuring a faphie; and for 
this purpofe brought out his walha 3 or writing board ; affuring me, that he would drels 
me a fupper of rice, if I would write him a faphie to protect him from wicked men. 
The propofal was of too great confequence to me to be refufed ; I therefore wrote 
the board full from top to bottom, on both fides; and my landlord, to be certain of 
having the whole force of the charm, walhed the writing from the board into a cala- 
balh with a little water, and having faid a few prayers over it, drank this powerful 
draught; after which, left a fingle word fhould efcape, he licked the board until it was 
quite dry. A faphie writer was a man of too great confequence to be long concealed: 
the important information was carried to the dooty, who fent his fon with half a fheet 
of writing-paper, defiring me to write him a naphulafaphie (a charm to procure wealth). 
He brought me, as a prefent, fome meal and milk ; and when I had finifhed the faphie, 
and read it to him with an audible voice, he feemed highly fatisfied with his bargain, 
and promired to bring me in the morning fome milk for my breakfaft. When I had 
finillied my fupper of rice and fait, I laid myfelf down upon a bullock’s hide, and flept 
very quietly until morning; this being the firft good meal and refrefhing fleep that 1 had 
enjoyed for a long time. 

Aug. 21 ft. At daybreak I departed from Eoolikorro, and about noon patted the 
villages of Eayoo and Tool umbo. In the afternoon I arrived at Maraboo ; a large town, 
and, like Eoolikorro, famous for its trade in fait. I was conducted to the houfe of a 
Kaartan, of the tribe of Jower, by whom I was well received. This man had acquired 
a confiderable property in the Have trade: and, from his hospitality to ftrangers, was 
called by way of pre-eminence, Jat tee (the landlord); and his houfe was a fort of public 
inn tor all travellers. Thofe who had money were well lodged, for they always made 
fnm iome return for his kindnefs; but thofe who had nothing to give, were content to 
accept whatever he thought proper; and as I could not rank myfelf among the monied 
men, I was happy to take up my lodging in the fame hut with leven poor fellows who 
had come from Eancaba in a canoe. But our landlord fent us fome victuals. 

Aug. aad. One of the landlord’s fervants went with me a little way from the 
town to fhew me what road to take; but whether from ignorance or defign I know 
not, he directed me wrong; and I did not difeover my miftake until the day was far ad¬ 
vanced : when, coming to a deep creek, I had fome thoughts oF turning back ; but as by 
that means I forefaw that I could not pofftbly reach Bammakoo before night, I refolved 
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to crofs it; and leading my horfe clofe to the brink, 1 went behind him, and puflied hi 
headlong into the water, and then taking the bridle in my teeth, fwam over to tl 
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ether fide. This was the third creek I had croffed in this manner fince I had left 
Sego; but having fecured my notes and memorandums in the crown of my hat, I 
received little or no inconvenience from fuch adventures. The rain and heavy dew 
kept my clothes conftantly wet; and the roads being very deep and full of mud, fuch 
a wafiung was fometimes pleafant, and oftentimes necefTary. I continued travelling, 
through high grafs, without any beaten road, and about noon came to the river; the 
banks of which are here very rocky, and the force and roar of the water were very 
great. The King of Bambarra’s canoes, however, frequently pal's thefe rapids, by 
keeping clofe to the bank; perfons being ftationed on the Ihore with ropes faftened 
to the canoe, while others puft it forward with long poles. At this time, however, 
it would, I thinkj have been a matter of great difficulty for any European boat to have 
croffed the dream. About four o’clock in the afternoon, having altered my courfe 
from the river towards the mountains, I came to a fmall pathway, which led to a vil¬ 
lage called Frookaboo, where I flept. 

Aug. 23d. Early in the morning I fet out for Bammakoo, at which place I arrived 
about five o’clock in the afternoon. I had heard Bammakoo much talked of as a great 
market for fait, and I felt rather difappointed to find it only a middling town, not quite 
fo large as Marraboo; however, the fmallnefs of its fize is more than compenfated by 
the riches of its inhabitants ; for when the Moors bring their fait through Kaarra or 
Bambarra, they condantly reft a few days at this place; and the Negro merchants here, 
who are well acquainted with the value of fait in different kingdoms, frequently pur- 
chafe by wholefale, and retail it to great advantage. Here I lodged at the houfe of a 
Sera-Woolli negro, and was vifited by a number of Moors. They fpoke very good 
Mandingo, and were more civil to me than their countrymen had been. One of them 
had travelled to Rio Grande, and fpoke very highly of the Chriftians. He fent me in 
the evening fome boiled rice and milk. I now endeavoured to procure information 
concerning my route to the weftward, from a flave-merchant who had refided fome 
years on the Gambia. He gave me fome imperfect account of the di fiance, and enu¬ 
merated the names of a great many places that lay in the way j but withal told me that 
the road was impaffable at this feafon of the year: he was even afraid, he faid, that I 
fhould find great difficulty in proceeding any farther ; as the road croffed the Joliba 
at a town about halF a day’s journey to the weftward of Bammakoo; and there being 
no canoes at that place large enough to receive my horfe, I could not pollibly get him 
over for fome months to come. This was an obftru&ion of a very ferious nature ; but 
as I had no money to maintain inyfelf even for a few days, I refolved to puft on, and 
if I could not convey my horfe acrofs the river, to abandon him, and fwim over my- 
felf. In thoughts of this nature I paffed the night, and in the morning confulted with 
my landlord how I fhould furmount the prefent difficulty. He informed me that one 
road flill remained, which was indeed very rocky, and fcarcely paffable for horfes; but 
that if I had a proper guide over the hills to a town called Sibidooloo, he had no 
doubt, but with patience and caution, I might travel forwards through Manding. I 
immediately applied to the dooty, and was informed that a Jilli Ke& (finging man) was 
about to depart for Sibidooloo, and would fhew me the road over the hills. With this 
man, who undertook to be my condu&or, I travelled up a rocky glen about two miles, 
when we came to a fmall village; and here my mufical fellow-traveller found out that 
he had brought me the wrong road. He told me that the horfe-road lay on the other 
fide of the hill, and throwing his drum upon his back, mounted up the rocks, where 
indeed no horfe could follow him, leaving me to admire his agility, and trace out a 
road for myfelf. As 1 found it impoffible to proceed, I rode back to the level ground, 
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and directing my courfe to the eaflward, came about noon to another glen, and dif- 
covered a path on which I obferved the marks of horfes’ feet: following this path, I 
came in a fliort time to fome fliepherds’ huts, where I was informed that I was in the 
right road, but that I could not poffibly reach Sibidooloo before night. Soon after 
this I gained the fumm.it of a hill, from whence I had an extenfive view of the country. 
Towards the foulh-eaft, appeared fome very diftant mountains, which I had formerly 
feen from an eminence near Marraboo, where the people informed me, that thefe 
mountains were fituated in a large and powerful kingdom called Kong; the fovereign 
of which could raife a much greater army than the King of Bambarra. Upon this 
height the foil is fliallow ; the rocks are iron-ftone and fchiftus, with detached pieces 
of white quartz. * 

A little before funfet, I defcended on the north-weft fide of this ridge of hills, and 
as I was looking about for a convenient tree under which to pafs the night (for I had 
no hopes of reaching any town), I defcended into a delightful valley, and foon 
afterwards arrived at a romantic village called Kooma. This village is furrounded 
by a high wall, and is the foie property of a Mandingo merchant, who fled hither with 
his family during a former war. The adjacent fields yield him plenty of corn, his 
cattle roam at large in the valley, and the rocky hills fecure him from the depreda¬ 
tions of war. In this obfcure retreat he is feldom vifited by ftrangers, but whenever 
this happens, he makes the weary traveller welcome. I foon found myfelf furrounded 
by a circle of the harmlefs villagers. They alked me a thoufand questions about my 
country; and, in return for my information, brought corn and milk for myfelf, and 
grafs for my horfe: kindled a fire in the hut where I was to fleep, and appeared very 
anxious to ferve me. 

Aug. 25th. I departed from Kooma, accompanied by two fliepherds, who were 
going towards Sibidooloo. The road was very fteep and rocky, and as my horfe had 
hurt his feet much in coming from Baramakoo, he travelled flowly and with great 
difficulty; for in many places the afcent was fo fliarp, and the declivities fo great, 
that if he had made one falfe ftep, he mull inevitably have been dallied to pieces. The 
fliepherds being anxious to proceed, gave themfeIves little trouble about me or my 
horfe, and kept walking on at a confiderable diflance. It was about eleven o’clock, 
as I flopped to drink a little water at a rivulet (my companions being near a quarter 
of a mile before me), that I heard fome people calling to each other, and prefently 
a loud fcreaming, as from a perfon in great diftrefs. I immediately conjeaured that a 
lion had taken one of the fliepherds, and mounted my horfe to have a better view of 
what had happened. The noife, however, ceafed; and I rode flowly towards the 
place from whence I thought it had proceeded, calling out, but without receiving any 
anfwer. In a little time, however, I perceived one of the fliepherds lying anion" 
the long grafs near the road; and though I could fee no blood upon him, I concluded 
he was dead. But when I came dofe to him, he whifpered me to flop; telling me that 
a party of armed men had feized upon Ills companion, and Ihot two arrows at himfelf 
as he was making his efcape. I flopped to confider what courfe to take, and looking 
round, faw at a little diflance a man fitting up®a the flump of a tree; I diflinguiflied 
alto the heads of fix or feven more, fitting among the grafs with mulkets in their 
hands. I had now no hopes of efcaping, and therefore determined to ride forward 
towards them. As I approached them, I was in hopes they were elephant hunters: 
and by way or opening the convention, inquired if they had Ihot any thing: but 
without returning an anfwer, one of them ordered me to difmoum ; and them as if 
recollecting hunfclf, waved with his hand for me to proceed. I accordingly rode 
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after me laken' 

up ■ wh In the, informed me Sat Ae Kbg'rf'Yhe rJS^I ha d'te"hempm^fe 

LZefoiTL^’ IT f <0 me, to FoouZ• mtd 

aoie 1 mult turn back, and go along with them- Without hefitaring a 

moment ! turned round and followed them, and we travelled toother near a 
qmuter of a mile, without exchanging a word ; when coming to a dark place of the 
L , one of them faid, in the Mandingo language, “this place will do*” and 
immediately fnatched my hat from my head. Though I was by no means free of 

t0 fllCWaSf T ^ ns ° {{ ™ as P°^ and therefore 
hoL; T K h ? f my - hat Was returned to I fcould proceed no further. But 
meS reC ^ 6 ? 3nfWer ’ anot ^ er drew his knife, and feizing upon a 

™rkir b -Th - Wb '? h remamGd U P° n m y waiftcoat > cut it off, and put it into his 
nermiftM 17 7" ***** obvious ; and 1 thought that the eafier they were 

?n fonrrh ”* “J ° f thm S> the lefs 1 had to fear. I therefore allowed them 

°, ? h "?7 pockets without refiftance, and examine every part of my apparel 

wSoi ey j d Wlth , the r a * r “P ulous But obferving that f ffone 

waiacoat under another, they in lifted that I lliould call them both off; and at lalt, to 

make fore work, ftnpped me quite naked. Even my half boots (though the foie of 

fofoea!d thei tvS ° n tQ my foot with * broken bridle rel) Xe miml^y 
mfpefted. Whilft they were examining the plunder, I begged them, with great 
earneftnefs, to return my pocket compafs; but when I pointed it out to them, as it 
was lying on the ground one of the banditti, thinking I was about to take it up 
cocked his mulket, and fwore that he would lay me dead on the fpor, if I prefumed o 
put my hand upon it After this, feme of them went away with my horfe, and the 

****** ft-Id leave nJquite JLi, onflow me 

mrthe wor?of th f fmi : ? uraanit y^ laft prevailed: they returned 

th™ hZ h L he y° and a P a,r of trowfers ; and, as they went away, one of 
h , w b f fc m y hat > m the crown o f which I kept my memorandums; and this 

fome P ? b Y y v * j^ 7 did n0t wifll to kee P if ‘ the Y were gone, I fat for 

fome time looking around me with amazement and terror. Whichever way I turned 

nothing appeared but danger and difficulty. ! few myfelf in the midl^of a vaft 

™ the de P tb of rainy feafon, naked and alone; furrounded by favage 

animals, and men fMl more favage. I was five hundred miles from the neared 
European fet!foment. All thefe circumftances crowded at once on my recollection ; 
and I confefs that my ip.rns began to fail me. I confidered my fate as certain, and 

hnwrvpr^ ,v£ ? TJ 1VC ’ bUt . t0 ‘ e d ° Wn and P erilh * The influen ce of religion, 

1 1 Vkf 6 ! a,H fu PP° rted me * 1 reflected that no human prudence or forefight 
could poffbly have averted my prefem fofferings. I was indeed a ftranger in a ftrange 
land ye I ft .11 under the protecting eye of that Providence who has conde¬ 

scended to call himfelf the ftranger s friend. At this moment, painful as my reflec¬ 
tions were, the extraordinary beauty of a finall mofs, in ft unification, irrefiftibly 
caught my eye. I mention this to fhew from what trifling circumftances the mind 
will fometmies derive confolat,on; for though the whole plant was not larger than 
the top of one of my fingers, I could not contemplate the delicate conformation of its 
roots, leaves, and capful a without admiration. Can that Being (thought I), who 
planted, watered, and brought to perfection, in this obfeure part of the world, a thing 
ic appeaxs of fo fmali importance^ look with unconcern upon the fituation and 
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fufferings of creatures formed after his own image?— furely not! Reflections like 
thefe, would not allow me to defpair. I ftarted up, and disregarding both hunger 
and fatigue, travelled forwards, aflured that relief was at hand ^ and I was not dif- 
appointed. In a fliort time I came to a fmall village, at the entrance of which I over¬ 
took the two fhepherds who had come with me from Kooma. They were much fur- 
prifed to fee me; for they faid, they never doubted that the Foulahs, when they had 
robbed, had murdered me. Departing from this village, we travelled over feveral 
rocky ridges, and at funfet, arrived at Sibidooloo; the frontier town of the kingdom 
of Manding. 

CHAP. V. — Government of Manding. — The Author's Reception by the Manfa , or 
chief Man of Sibidooloo , who takes Meafures for the Recovery of his Horfe and 
Effects . — The Author removes to Wonda ;—great Scarcity and its afflicting Confe- 
quences. — The Author recovers his Horfe and Clothes;—frefents his Horfe to the 
Manfa ; and profecutes his Journey to Kdmalia — Some Account of that Town. —• 
The Author s kind Reception by Karfa Taura , a Slatee , who propofes to go to the Gambia 
in the next dry Seafon, with a Caravan of Slaves .— The Author’s Sicknefs , and 
Determination to remain and accompany Karfa. 

THE town of Sibidooloo is fituated in a fertile valley, furrounded with high rocky 
hills. It is fcarceiy acceffible for horfes, and during the frequent wars between the 
Bainbarrans, Foulahs, and Mandingoes, has never once been plundered by an 
enemy. When I entered the town, the people gathered round me, and followed me 
into the baloon; where I was prefented to the dooty or chief man, who is here 
called manfa, which ufually fignifies king. Neverthelefs, it appeared to me that the 
goyernraent of Manding was a fort of republic, or rather an oligarchy j every town 
having a particular Manfa, and the chief power of the ftate, in the laft refort, being 
lodged in the affembly of the whole body. I related to the manfa the circuinfiances 
of my having been robbed of my horfe and apparel: and my ftory was confirmed 
by the two fhepherds. He continued fmoking his pipe all the time I was fpeaking; 
but I had no fooner finilhed, than taking his pipe from his mouth, and tolling up 
the fleeve of his coat with an indignant air, “ fit down (faid he), you {hall have every 
“ thing reftored to you; I have fwora it— and then turning to an attendant, 
<c give the white man (faid he) a draught of water; and with the firft light of the 
“ morning go oyer the hills, and inform the dooty of Bammakoo, that a poor white 
" man, the King of Bambarra’s llranger, has been robbed by the King of Fooladoo’s 
<( people.’’ 

I little expefted, in my forlorn condition, to meet with a man who could thus feel 
for my fufferings. I heartily thanked the manfa for his kindnefs, and accepted his 
invitation to remain with him until the return of the meffenger. I was conducted 
into a hut, and had fome victuals fent me, but the crowd of people which affembJed 
to fee me, all of whom commiferated ray misfortunes, and vented imprecations againft 
the Foulahs, prevented me from fleeping until pafl midnight. Two days I remained 
without hearing any intelligence of my horfe or clothes j and as there was at this 
time a great fcarcity of provifions, approaching even to famine, all over this part 
of the country, I was unwilling to trepafs any farther on the manfa’s generofity, and 
begged permiffion to depart to the next village. Finding me very anxious to proceed, 
he told me that I might go as far as a town called Wonda, where he hoped I would 
remain a few days, until I heard fome account of my horfe, &c. 
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I departed accordingly on the next morning of the 28th, and flopped at fome fmall 
villages for refrefhinent. I was prefented at one of them with a difh which I had 
never before feen. It was compofed of the bloffoms or antherts of the maize, 
Hewed in milk and water. It is eaten only in time of great fcarcity. On the 30th, 
about noon, I arrived at Wonda; a ftnall town with a mofque, and furrounded by a 
high wall. The manfa, who was a Mahomedan, acted in two capacities: as chief 
magiflrate of the town, and fchoolmafter to the children. He kept his fchool in an 
open fhed, where I was defired to take up my lodging, until fome account fhould 
arrive from Sibidooloo, concerning my horfe and clothes ; for though the horfe was 
of little ufe to me, yet the few clothes were effential. The little raiment upon me 
could neither prote£fc me from the fun by day, nor the dews and mufquetoes by night: 
indeed, my Ihirt was not only worn thin, like a piece of inuflin, but withal was fo 
very dirty, that I was happy to embrace an opportunity of wafhing it; which having 
done, and fpread it upon a bulh, l fat down naked, in the fliade, until it was dry. 

Ever fince the commencement of tl^p rainy feafon, my health had been greatly 
on the decline. I had often been affected with flight paroxyfms of fever ; and from 
the time of leaving Bammakoo, the fymptoms had confiderably increafed. As I 
was fitting in the manner defcribed, the fever returned with fuch violence, that it 
very much alarmed me ; the more fo, as I had no medicine to flop its progrefs, 
nor any hope of obtaining that care and attention which my fituation required. 

I remained at Wonda nine days; during which time I experienced the regular 
return of the fever every day. And though I endeavoured as much as pofiible to 
conceal my diftrefs from my landlord, and frequently lay down the whole day, out 
of his fight, in a corn field; confcious how burthenfome I was to him and his 
family, in a time of fuch great fcarcity ; yet I found that he was apprized of my 
fituation : and one morning as I feigned to be afleep by the fire, he obferved to his 
wife, that they were likely to find me a very troublefome and chargeable gueft; for 
that, in my prefent fickly Hale, they fhould be obliged, for the fake of their good name, 
to maintain me until I recovered or died. 

The fcarcity of provifions was certainly felt at this time molt feverely by the poor 
people, as the following circumflance moft painfully convinced me. Every evening, 
during my flay, I obferved five or fix women come to the manfa’s houfe, and receive 
each of them a certain quantity of corn. As I knew how valuable this article was at this 
juncture, I inquired of the manfa, whether he maintained thefe poor women from pure 
bounty, or expecled a return when the harveft fhould be gathered in. ** Obferve that 
“ boy, faid he (pointing to a fine child about five years of age) ; “ his mother has 
** fold him to me, for forty days 5 provifion for herfelf and the refl of her family. I 

have bought another boy in the fame manner. 55 Good God, thought I, what 
mull a mother fufler, before file fells her own child ! I could not get this melancholy 
fubjedl out of my mind, and the next night, when the women returned for their 
allowance, I defired the boy to point out to me his mother, which he did. She was 
much emaciated, but had nothing cruel or favage in her countenance ; and when fhe 
had received her corn, fhe came and talked to her fon, with as muaifi cheerfulnefs as 
if he had Hill been under her care.’ 

Sept. 6th. Two people arrived from Sibidooloo, bringing with them my horfe and 
clothes ; but I found that my pocket cotnpafs was broken to pieces. This was a great 
lofs, which I could not repair. 

Sept. 7th. As my horfe was grazing near the brink of a well, the ground gave 
way, and he fell in. The well was about ten feet diameter, and fo very deep, 

that 
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that when I faw tny horfe fnorting in the water, I thought it was irapoffible to fave 
him. The inhabitants of the village, however, immediately affembled, and having 
tied together a number of withes * they lowered a man down into the well, who 
fattened thofe withes round the body of the horfe; and the people, having firft 
drawn up the man, took hold of the withes, and to my furprife pulled the horfe out 
with the greateft facility. The poor animal was now reduced to a mere lkeleton, 
and the roads were fcarcely paffable, being either very rocky, or elfe full of mud 
and water; I therefore found it impracticable to travel with him any farther, and 
was happy to leave him in the hands of one who I thought would take care of 
him. I accordingly prefented him to my landlord; and defired him to fend my 
faddle and bridle, as a prefent, to the manfa of Sibidooloo ; being the only return 
I could make him, for having taken fo much trouble in procuring my horfe and 
clothes. 

I now thought it neceflary, fick as I was, to take leave of my hofpitable landlord. On 
the morning of Sept. 8 th, when I was about Jo depart, he prefented me with his fpear, 
as a token of remembrance, and a leather bag to contain my clothes. Having con¬ 
verted my half boots into fandals, I travelled with more eafe, and flept that night at 
a village called Ballanti. On the gth, I reached Nemacoo; but the manfa of the 
village thought fit to make me fup upon the camelion’s dilh. By way of apology, 
however, he affured me the next morning, that the fcarcity of corn was fuch, that he 
could not poflibly allow me any. I could not accufc him of unkindnefs, as all the 
people atluaUy appeared to be Itarving. 

Sept. toth. It rained hard all day, and the people kept themfelves in their huts. 
In the afternoon I was vifited by a Negro, named Modi Lernina Taura, a great trader, 
who fufpeCting my diftrefs, brought me fome victuals ; and promifed to conduCt me 
to his houfe at Kinyeto the day following. 

Sept. nth. I departed from Nemacoo, and arrived at Kinyeto in the evening; 
but having hurt my ancle in the way, it fwelled and inflamed fo much that I could 
neither walk nor fet my foot to the ground the next day, without giving pain. 
My landlord obferving this, kindly invited me to flop with him a few days ; and 
I accordingly remained at his houfe until the 14th; by which time I felt much 
relieved, arid could walk with the help of a ftaff. I now fet out, thanking my land¬ 
lord for his great care and attention ; and being accompanied by a young man, who 
was travelling the fame way, I proceeded for Jerijang, a beautiful and well cul¬ 
tivated diftrict, the manfa of which is reckoned the mo ft powerful chief of any in 
Manding. 

On the 15th, I reached Dofita, a large town, where I ftaid one day on account of 
the rain ; but continued very fickly, and was flightly delirious in the night. On the 
17th I fet out for Manfia, a confiderable town, where finall quantities of gold are 
collected. The road led over a high rocky hill, and my ftrength and fpirits were fo 
much exhaufled, that before I could reach the top of the hilt I was forced to lie down 
three times, being very faint and fickly' I reached Manfia in the afternoon. The 
manfa of this town had the character of being very inhofpitable; he however fent me a 
little com for my fupper, but demanded fomething in return; and when 1 affined 
him that I had nothing of value in my poflcflion, he told me (as if in left), that my 
white Ikin fliould not defend me, if I told him lies. He then fliewed me the hut 
wherein I was to fleep; but took away my fpear, faying that it fliould be returned 

* From a plant called iabba , that climbs like a vine upon the trees. 
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to me In the morning. This trifling circumftance, when joined to the character I 
had heard of the man, made me rather fufpicious of him ; and I privately defired one 
of the inhabitants of the place, who had a bow and quiver, to fleep in the fame hut with 
ine. About midnight, I heard fomebody approach the door, and oblerving the moon¬ 
light ftrike fuddeniy into the hut, I flatted up, and faw a man ftepping cautioufly over 
the threlhold. I immediately fnatchcd up the Negro’s bow and quiver, the rattling 
of which made the man withdraw ; and my companion looking out, allured me that 
it was the manfa himfelf, and advifed me to keep awake until the morning. I clofed 
the door, and placed a large piece of wood behind it; and was wondering at this 
unexpected vifit, when fomebody prefled fo hard againft the door, that the Negro 
could fcarcely keep it Unit. But when I called to him to open the door, the intruder 
ran off, as before. 

Sept. 16th. As foon as it was light, the Negro, at my requeft, went to the manfa’s 
houfe and brought away my fpear. He told me that the manfa was afleep, and left 
this inhofpitable chief Ihould devife means to detain me, he advifed me to fet out before 
he was awake, which 1 immediately did j and about two o’clock reached Kamalia, a 
fmall town, fituated at the bottom of fome rocky hills, where the inhabitants collect 
gold in confiderable quantities. The bulhreens here live apart from the kafirs, and have 
built their huts in a fcattered manner, at a Ihort diftance from the town. They have a 
place fet apart for performing their devotions in, to which they give the name of mtjfura , 
or mofque; but if is in fa£t nothing more than a fquare piece of ground made level, and 
furrounded with the trunks of trees, having a fmall projection towards the eaft, where 
the marraboo, or prieft, ftands when he calls the people to prayers. Mofques of this 
conftruction are very common among the converted Negroes; but having neither walls 
nor roof, they can only be ufed in fine weather. When it rains, the bulhreens perform 
their devotions in their huts. 

On my arrival at Kamalia, I was conducted to the houfe of a bulhreen named 
Karfa Taura, the brother of him to whofe hofpitality I was indebted at Kinyeto. He 
was collecting a coifle of Haves, with a view to fell them to the Europeans on the 
Gambia as foon as the rains Ihould be over. I found him fitting in his baloon furrounded 
by feyeral flatees, who propofed to join the coifle. He was reading to them from an 
Arabic book; and inquired, with a fmile, if I underftood it ? Being anfwered in the 
negative, he defired one of the flatees to fetch the little curious book, which had been 
brought from the weft country. On opening this fmall volume, I was furprifed and 
delighted, to find it our Book of Common Prayer and Karfa exprefied great joy to 
hear that I could read it; for fome of the flatees who had feen the Europeans upon 
the coaft, obferving the colour of my Ikin (which was now become very yellow from 
ficknefs), my long beard, ragged clothes, and extreme poverty ; were unwilling to 
admit that I was a white man, and told Karfa, that they fufpeCted I was fome Arab 
in difguife. Karfa, however, perceiving that I could read this book, had no doubt 
concerning me ; and kindly promifed me every afliftance in his power. At the fame 
time he informed me that it was impoflible to crofs the Jallonka wildernefs for many 
months yet to come, as no lefs than eight rapid rivers, he faid, lay in the way. He 
added, that he intended to fet out himfelf for Gambia as foon as the rivers were ford¬ 
able, and the grafs burnt ; and advifed me to flay and accompany him. He remarked, 
that when a caravan of the natives could not travel through the country, it was idle 
for a Angle white man to attempt it. I readily admitted that fuch an attempt was 
an aCt of ralhnefs, but l allured him that I had now no alternative ; for having no 
money to fupport myfelf, I mull either beg my fubfiftence, by travelling from place to 
vol. xvi. 5 t place. 
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place or perifli for want. Karfa now looked at me with great earneftnefs, and inquired 
if I could eat the common vi£tuals of the country ; affuring me he had never before 
feen a white man. He added, that if I would remain with him until the rains were 
over he would give me plenty of victuals in the meantime, and a hut to ileep m ; 
and that after he had conduced me in fafety to the Gambia, I might then make him 
what return I thought proper. I alked him if the value of one prime Have would 
fatisfy him. He anfwered in the affirmative; and immediately ordered one ot the 
huts to be fwept for my accommodation* "lhus was I delivered, by the friendly care 
of this benevolent Negro,? from a fituation truly deplorable. Diftrefs and famine 
preffed hard upon me; I had, before me, the gloomy wilds of Jallonkadoo, where the 
traveller fees no habitation for five fucceflive days. I had obferved at a dutance, the 
rapid courfe of the river Kokoro. 1 had almoft marked out the place where I was 
doomed, I thought, to perifli, when this friendly Negro ftretched out his hofpitable 
hand for my relief. 

In the hut which was appropriated for me, I was provided with a mat to lleep on, 
an earthen jar for holding water, and a fmall calabafh to drink out of; and Karfa 
fent me from his own dwelling, two meals a day; and ordered his flaves to fupply me 
with fire-wood and water. But I found that neither the kindnefs of Karfa, nor any 
fort of accommodation could put a flop to the fever which weakened me, and which 
became every day more alarming. I endeavoured as much as poflible to conceal my 
diftrefs; but on the third day after my arrival, as I was going with Karfa to vifit 
fome of his friends, I found myfelf fo faint that I could fcarcely walk, and before we 
reached the place, I ftaggered, and fell into a pit from which the clay had been 
taken to build one of the huts. Karfa endeavoured to confole me with the hopes 
of a fpeedy recovery ; affuring me, that if I would not walk out in the wet, I fhould 
foon be well. I determined to follow his advice, and confine myfelf to my hut; 
but was ftill tormented with the fever, and my health continued to be in a very pre¬ 
carious ftate for five enfuing weeks. Sometimes I could crawl out of the hut, and 
fit a few hours in the open air ; at other times I was unable to rife, and palled the 
lingering hours in a very gloomy and folitary maimer. I was feldom vifited by 
any perfon except my benevolent landlord, who came daily to inquire after my 
health. When the rains became lefs frequent, and the country began to grow dry, 
the fever left me; but in fo debilitated a condition, that I could fcarcely ftand 
upright, and it was with great difficulty that I could carry my mat to the lhade of 
a tamarind tree, at a fliort diftance, to enjoy the refrelhing fmell of the corn-fields, 
and delight ray eyes with a profpeft of the country. I had the pleafure, at length, 
to find myfelf in a ftate of convalefcence : towards which the benevolent and 
Ample manners of the Negroes, and the perufal of Karfa’s little volume, greatly 
contributed. 

In the mean time, many of the flatees who refided at Kamalia, having fpent all 
their money, and become in a great meafure dependent upon Karfa’s hofpitality, 
beheld me with an eye of envy, and invented many ridiculous and trifling ftories 
to leffen me in Karfa’s efteem. And in the beginning of December, a Sera-WooJli 
flatee, with five flaves, arrived from Sego : this man too, fpread a number of malicious 
reports concerning me ; but Karfa paid no attention to them, and continued to fliew 
me the fame kindnefs as formerly. As I was one day converfing with the flares 
which this flatee had brought, one of them begged me to give him fome vi&uals. I 
told him I was a ftranger, and had none to give. He replied, «* I gave you victuals 
when you was hungry. —Have you forgot the man who brought you milk at Kar- 
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rankalla ? But (added he, with a figh) the irons were not then upon my legs /” I 
immediately recollected him, and begged fome ground nuts from Karfa to give him, as 
a return for his former kindnefs. He told me that he had been taken by the Bambarrans, 
the day after the battle at Joka, and fent to Sego, where he had been purchafed by his 
prefent mafter, who was carrying him down to Kajaaga. Three more of thefe Haves 
were from Kaarta,and one from Waffela, all of them prifonersof war. They Hopped 
four days at Kauialia, and were then taken to Bala, where they remained until the river 
Kokoro was fordable, and the grafs burnt. 

In the beginning of December Karfa propofed to complete his purchafe of Haves ; 
and for this purpofe collected all the debts which were owing to him in his own 
country. And on the 19th, being accompanied by three flatees, he departed for 
Kancaba, a large town on the banks of the Niger; and a great flave*market. Moft of 
the Haves, who are fold at Kancaba, come from Bambarra ; for Manfong, to avoid the 
expence and danger of keeping all his prifoners at Sego, commonly fends them in 
fmall parties to be fold at the different trading towns; and as Kancaba is much 
reforted to by merchants, it is always well fupplied with Haves which are fent thither 
up the Niger in canoes. When Karfa departed from Kamalia, he propofed to return 
in the courfe of a month; and during his abfence I was left to the care of a good old 
bulhreen who aded as fchoolmafter to the young people of Kamalia. 

Being now left alone, and at leifure to indulge my own reflections, it was an 
opportunity not to be negleCted of augmenting and extending the obfervations I had 
already made on the climate and productions of the country; and of acquiring a 
more perfeCt knowledge of the natives, than it was poflible for me to obtain in the 
courfe of a tranfient and perilous journey through the country. I endeavoured like- 
wife to colleCt all the information I could concerning thofe important branches of 
African commerce, the trade for gold, ivory, and Haves. Such was my employment, 
during the remainder of my ftay at Kamalia; and I fhall now proceed to lay before my 
readers the refult of my researches and inquiries; avoiding, as far as I can, a repetition 
of thofe circumftances and obfervations, which were related, as occafion arofe, in the 
narrative of my journey. 

CHAP. VI. — Of the Climate and Seafons. — Winds. — Vegetable Productions. — 
Population. — General Obfervations on the Character and Difpqfition of the Mandin- 
goes; and a fummary Account of their Manners and Habits of Life , their Mar¬ 
riages , fsV. 

THE whole of my route, both in going and returning, having been confined to 
a trad of country bounded nearly by the 12th and 15th parallels of latitude, the reader 
mull imagine that I found the climate in moft places extremely hot; but no where 
did I feel the heat fo intenfe and oppreffive as in the camp at Benowm, of which 
mention has been made in a former place*. In fome parts, where the country afcends 
into hills, the air is at all times comparatively cool; yet none of the diftrids which 
I traverfed, could properly be called mountainous. About the middle of June, the 
hot and fultry atmofphere is agitated by violent gufts of wind (called tornadoes'), ac¬ 
companied with thunder and rain. Thefe uflier in what is denominated the rainy 
feafon ; which continues until the month of November. During this time the diurnal 
rains are very heavy: and the prevailing winds are from the fouth-weft. The termination 
of the rainy feafon, is likewife attended with violent tornadoes; after which the wind 

* Not inferred in this extract.—£dit. 
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fliifts to the north-eaft, and continues to blow from that quarter, during the reft ol 


When the wind fets in from the north-eaftit produces a wonderful change in the 
face of the country. The grafs foon becomes dry and withered ; the rivers fubfide 
very rapidly, and many of the trees filed their leaves.^ About this period is commonly 
felt the iarnbattan 9 a dry and parching wind, blowing from the imrth-eaft, and *u> 
companied by a thick fmoky haze; through which the fun appears ol a dull red colour. 
This wind, in palling oyer the great defert ot Sahara, acquires a veiy Itiong attraction 
for humidity, and parches up every thing, expofed to its current. It is, however, 
reckoned very falutary, particularly to Europeans, who generally recover their health 
during its continuance. I experienced immediate relief fiom ficknefs, both at E)i. 
Laidley's and at Kamalia, during the harmattan. Indeed, the air, during the rainy 
feafon, is fo loaded with moifture, that clothes, flioes, trunks, and every thing that is 
not clofe to the fire, become damp and mouldy 5 and the inhabitants may be faid to 
live in a fort of vapour bath ; but this dry wind braces up the folids, which were 
before relaxed, gives a cheerful flow of fpirits, and is even pleafant to refpiration. Its 
ill effects are, that it produces chaps in the lips, and affli&s many of the natives with 
fore eyes, 

Whenever the grafs is fufficiently dry, the Negroes fet it on fire; but in Luda- 
mar, and other Moorifh countries, this practice is not allowed ; for it is upon the 
withered ftubble that the Moors feed their cattle, until the return of the rains. The 
burning the grafs in Manding exhibits a fcene of terrific grandeur. In the middle of 
the night, I could fee the plains and mountains, as far as my eye could reach, 
varigated with lines of fire; and the light reflefted on the fky, made the heavens 
appear in a blaze. In the day time, pillars of frnoke were feen in every direction; 
while the birds of prey were obferved hovering round the conflagration, and pouncing 
down upon the fnakes, lizards, and other reptiles, which attempted to efcape from 
the flames. This annual burning is foon followed by a frefh and fweet verdure, and 
the country is thereby rendered more healthful and pleafant. 

Of the moft remarkable and important of the vegetable productions, mention has 
already been made; and they are nearly the fame in all the difiriCts through which 
I palTed. It is obfervable, however, that although many fpecies of the edible roots 
which grow in the Weft India iflands, are found in Africa, yet I never faw, in any 
part of my journey, either the fugar*cane, the coffee or the cocoa tree; nor could I 
learn, on inquiry, that they were known to the natives. The pine apple, and the 
thoufand other delicious fruits, which the induftry of civilized man ( improving the 
bounties of nature^, has brought to fiich great perfection in the tropical climates of 
America, are here equally unknown, I obferved, indeed, a few orange and banana 
trees near the mouth of the Gambia ; but whether they were indigenous, or were 
formerly planted there by fome of the white traders, I could not pofitively learn* I 
fufpeft that they were originally introduced by the Portuguefe. 

Concerning property in the foil ; it appeared to me that the lands in native woods 
were ton fidered as belonging to the King, or (wjiere the government was not monar- 
thial) to the ftate. When any individual of free condition, had the means of culti¬ 
vating more land than he actually poffeffed, he applied to the chief man of the diftrift, 
who allowed him an extenfion of territory, on condition of forfeiture if the lands 
were not brought into cultivation by a given period. The condition being fulfilled, 
the foil became veiled in the poffeffor; and for aught that appeared to me, descended 
to his heirs. 
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The population, however, confidering the extent and fertility of the foil, and the 
eafe with which lands are obtained, is not very great, in the countries which I vilited. 
I found many extenfive and beautiful diltrifts, entirely deftitute of inhabitants: and in 
general, the borders of the different kingdoms were either very thinly peopled or en¬ 
tirely deferred. Many places are likewife unfavourable to population, from being un- 
healthful. The fwainpy banks of the Gambia, the Senegal, and other rivers towards 
the coaft, are of this del'cription. Perhaps it is on this account chiefly that the interior 
countries abound more with inhabitants than the maritime diftricts; for all the Negro 
nations that fell under my obfervation, though divided into a number of petty in¬ 
dependent ftates, fubfift chiefly by the fame means, live nearly in the fame tempera¬ 
ture, and poffefs a wonderful fimilarity of difpofition. The Mandingoes, in particular, 
are a very gentle race ; cheerful in their difpofitions, inquifitive, credulous, Ample, 
and fond of flattery. Perhaps the mod prominent defeft in their charafter, was that 
infurmountable propenfity, which the reader muft have obferved to prevail in all 
claffes of them, to ileal from me the few effects I was poffefied of. For this part 
of their conduct no complete jollification can be offered, becaufe theft is a crime in 
their own eft i mat ion; and it muft be obferved, that they are not habitually and gene¬ 
rally guilty of it towards each other. This, however, is an important circumftance in 
mitigation ; and before we pronounce them a more depraved people than any other, 
it were well to confider whether the lower order of people in any part of Europe, 
would have ailed, under fimilar circumftances, with greater honefty towards a 
flranger, than the Negroes acted towards me. It muft not be forgotten, that the 
laws of the country afforded me no protection ; that every one was at liberty to rob 
me with impunity; and finally, that fome part of my effedts were of as great value, 
in the eftimaiion of the negroes, as pearls and diamonds would have been in the eyes 
of a European. Let us fuppofe a black merchant of Hindoftan to have found his way 
into the centre of England, with a box of jewels at his back ; and that the laws of the 
kingdom afforded him no fecurity ; in fuch a cafe, the wonder would be, not that the 
ftranger was robbed of any part of his riches, but that any part was left for a fecond 
depredator. Such, on fober reflection, is the judgment I have formed concerning the 
pilfering difpofition of the Mandingo Negroes towards myfelf. Notwithftanding I was 
lo great a lufferer by it, I do not confider that their natural fenfe of juftice was per¬ 
verted or exiinguifhed : it was overpowered only, for the moment, by the ftrength of 
a temptation which it required no common virtue to refift. 

On the other hand, as fome counterbalance to this depravity in their nature, allow¬ 
ing it to be fuch, it is impoflible forme to forget the difinterefted charity, and tender 
folicitude, with which many of thefe poor heathens (from the fovereign of Sego, to 
the poor women who received me at different times into their cottages when I was 
periihing of hunger) fympathifed with me in my fufferings; relieved my diftreffes ; 
and contributed to my lafety. This acknowledgment, however, is perhaps more par¬ 
ticularly due to the female part of the nation. Among the men, as the reader 
muft have feen, my reception, though generally kind, was fometiines otherwife. It 
varied according to the various tempers of thofe to whom I made application. The 
hardnefs of avarice in fome, and the blindnefs of bigotry in others, had clofed up the 
avenues to compaflion ; but I do not recollect a Angle inftance of hardheartednefs 
towards me in the women. In all my wanderings and wretchednefs, I found them 
uniformly kind and compafftonate,; and I can truly fay as my predeceffor Mr. Led- 
yard, has eloquently livid before me ; “ To a woman, I never addreffed myfelf in the 
“ language of decency and friendlhip, without receiving a decent and friendly anfiver. 
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« jf i vras hungry or thirfty, wet or fick, they did not hefitate, like the men, to per- 
« form a generous aftion. In fo free and fo kind a manner did they contribute to 
« my relief; that if I was dry, I drank the fweeteft draught, and if hungry, I eat the 
« coarfeft morfel with a double relifli.” 

It is furely reafonable to fuppofe, that the foft and amiable fympathy of nature, 
which was thus fpontaneoufly manifefted towards me in my diftrefs, is difplayed by 
thefe poor people as occafion requires, much more ftrongly towards perfons of their 
own nation and neighbourhood, and efpecially when the objefts of their compaffion are 
endeared to them by the ties of confanguinity. Accordingly, the maternal aft'ettion 
(neither fupprelfed by the reftraints, nor diverted by the folicitudes of civilized life) is 
every where confpicuous among them ; and creates a correfpondent return of tender - 
nefs in the child. An illuftration of this has been given ; “ Strike me,” faid my at¬ 
tendant, “ but do not curfe my mother.” The fame fentiment I found univerfally to 
prevail, and obferved in all parts of Africa, that the greateft affront which could b« 
offered to a Negro, was to reflect on her who gave him birth. 

It is not ftrange, that this fenfe of filial duty and affection among the Negroes, 
fhould be lefs ardent towards the father than the mother. The fyftem of poligamy, 
while it weakens the father’s attachment, by dividing it among the children of different 
wives, concentrates all the mother’s jealous tendernefs to one point, the protedtion of 
her own offspring. I perceived with great fatisfacHon too, that the maternal folicitude 
extended not only to the growth and fecurity of the perfon, but alfo, in a certain 
degree, to the improvement of the mind of the infant; for one of the firft leffons in 
which the Mandingo women inftrudt their children, is the practice of truth. In 
the cafe of an unhappy mother, whofe fon was murdered by Moorifh banditti, at 
Funingkedy, her only confolation in her uttermoft: diftrefs was the reflection that the 
poor boy, in the courie of his blamelefs life, had never told a lie. Such teftimony 
from a fond mother, on fuch an occafion, muff have operated powerfully on the 
youthful part of the furrounding fpedtators. It was at once a tribute of praife to the 
deceafed, and a leffon to the living. 

The Negro women fuclde their children until they are able to walk of themfelves. 
Three years nurfing is not uncommon; and during this period the hufband devotes 
his whole attention to his other wives. To this practice it is owing, l prefume, that 
the family of each wife is feldorn very numerous. Few women have more than five 
or fix children. As foon as an infant is able to walk, it is permitted to run about 
with great freedom. The mother is not over folicitous to preferve it from flight falls, 
and other trifling accidents. A little practice foon enables the child to take care of 
itfelf, and experience a&s the part of a nurfe. As they advance in life, the girls are 
taught to fpin cotton, and to beat corn, and are inftru&ed in other domeftic duties ; 
and the boys are employed in the labours of the field. Both fexes, whether bufh- 
reens or kafirs, on attaining the age of puberty are circumcifed. This painful opera¬ 
tion is not confidered by the kafirs fo much in the light of a religious ceremony as a 
matter of convenience and utility. They have, indeed, a fuperftitious notion that it 
contributes to render the marriage Hate prolific. The operation is performed upon 
feveral young people at the fame time; all of whom are exempted from every fort of 
labour for two months afterwards. During this period, they form a fociety called 
Solimana. They vifit the towns and villages in the neighbourhood, where they 
dance and fing, and are well treated by the inhabitants. I had frequently, in the 
courfe of my journey, obferved parties of this description, but they were all males. 
I had, however, an opportunity of feeing a female Solimana at Kamalia. 
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in the courfe of the celebration, it frequently happens that fome of the young 
women get married. If a man takes a fancy to any one of them, it is not confi- 
dered as abfolutely neceffary, that he Ihould make an overture to the girl herfelf. 
The firft objeft is to agree with the parents, concerning the recompence to be given 
them, for the lofs of the company and fervices of their daughter. The value of 
two Haves is a common price, unlefs the girl is thought very handfome; in which 
cafe, the parents will raife their demand very confiderably. If the lover is rich 
enough, and willing to give the fum demanded, he then communicates his wifhes to 
the damfel; but her confent is by no means neceffary to the match; for if the parents 
agree to it, and eat a few kolla-nuts , which are prefented by the fuitor as an earneft of 
the bargain, the young lady mull either have the man of their choice, or continue 
unmarried, for Hie cannot afterwards be given to another. If the parents Ihould 
attempt it, the lover is then authorized, by the laws of the country, to feize upon 
the girl as his Have. When the day for celebrating the nuptials is fixed on, a felefl 
number of people are invited to be prefent at the wedding; a bullock or goat is 
killed, and great plenty of victuals dreffed for the occafion. As foon as it is dark, 
the bride is conduced into a hut, where a company of matrons alfift in arranging 
the wedding drefs, which is always white cotton, and is put on in fuch a manner as 
to conceal the bride from head to foot. Thus arrayed, Ihe is feated upon a mat, in 
the middle of the floor, and the old women place themfelves in a circle round her. 
They then give her a feries of inltru&ions, and point out, with great propriety, 
what ought to be her future conduct in life. This fcene of in ft ruction, however, is 
frequently interrupted by girls, who amufe the company with fongs and dances, which 
are rather more remarkable for their gaiety than delicacy. While the bride remains 
within the hut with the women, the bridegroom devotes his attention to the guefts of 
both fexes, who aflembie without doors, and by diftributing among them final! pre. 
fents of kolla-nuts, and feeing that every one partakes of the good cheer which is 
provided, he contributes much to the general hilarity of the evening. When fupper 
is ended, the company fpend the remainder of the night in finging and dancing, 
and feldom feparate until day-break. About midnight the bride is privately con¬ 
duced by the women into the hut which is to be her future refidencej and the 
bridegroom, upon a fignai given, retires from his company. The new married 
couple, however, are always disturbed towards morning by the women, who affemble 
to infpeft the nuptial flieet (according to the manners of the ancient Hebrews, as re¬ 
corded in fcripture), and dance round it. This ceremony is thought indifpenfably 
neceffary, nor is the marriage confidered as valid without it. 

The Negroes, as hath been frequently obferved, whether Mahomedan or Pagan, 
allow a plurality of wives. The Mahomedans alone, are by their religion confined to 
four; and as the liulband commonly pays a great price for each, he requires from all 
of them the utmoft deference and fubniiflton, and treats them more like hired fer- 
vants than companions. They have, however, the management of domeftic affairs, and 
each in rotation is miftrefs of the houfehold, and has the care of dreffing the victuals, 
overlooking the female flaves, &c. But though the African hufbands are poffeffed of 
great authority over their wives, I did not obferve, that in general they treat them 
with cruelty; neither did I perceive that mean jealoufy in their difpoluions, which is 
fo prevalent among the Moors. They permit their wives to partake of all public 
diverfions, and this indulgence is feldoin abufed ; for though the Negro women are 
very cheerful and trank in their behaviour, they are by no means given to intrigue : 
I believe that inftances of conjugal infidelity are not common. When the wives quar- 
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rel among themfelves, a circum fiance which from the nature of their fituation, mult 
frequently, happen, the hufband decides between them; and focnetimes Jmds it ne- 
ceffary loadminifler a little corporal chaftifement, before tranquillity can be reltored. 
But if any one of the ladies complains to the chief of the town, that her hulband has 
uniuflly punifhed her, and fhewn an undue partiality to fame other oi his wives, the 
affair is brought to a public trial. In thefe palavers, however, which are conduaed 
chiefly by married men, I was informed that the complaint of the wife, is not al¬ 
ways confidered in a very forious light} and the complainant heritlf is iometirnes 
convided of flrife and contention, and left without remedy. If fhe murmurs a 
the decifion of the court, the magic rod of Mumbo Jumbo loon puts ail end to the 

^The <child ren of the Mandingoes are not always named after their relations ; but 
frequently in confequence of fome remarkable occurrence. Thus, my landlord at 
Kainalia, was called Karfa, a word fignifying to replace ; becaufe he was born fliortly 
after the death of one his brothers. Other names are defcriptive of good or bad 
qualities; as Modi, “ a good man Fadibba, , « father of the town,” &c.: indeed the 
very names of their towns have fomething defcriptive in them ; as Sibidooloo, “ the town 
of ciboa trees;” Kenneyeto, “ viduals here;” Doftta, “ lift your fpoon.*' Others feem 
to be given by way of reproach, as Bammakoo, “ waflb a crocodile;” Karankalla , tc no 
cup to drink from,” &c. A child is named, when it is feven or eight days old. The 
ceremony commences by fliaving the infant’s head; and a difh called Dega, made of 
pounded corn and four milk, is prepared for the guefts. If the parents are rich, a fheep 
or a goat is commonly added. The feaft is called Ding boon lee , “ the child’s head 
fliaving.” During my flay at Kamalia, I was prefent at four different feafts of this 
kind, and the ceremony was the fame in each, whether the child belonged to a bufh- 
reen or a kafir. The fchoolmafter, who officiated as prieft on thefe occalions, and 
who is necefiarily a buflireen, firft faid a long prayer over the dega ; during which 
every perfon prefent took hold of the brim of thecalabaffi with his right hand. After 
this, the fchoolmafter took the child in his arms, and faid a fecond pi-ayer; in which 
he repeatedly foliated the bleffing of God upon the child, and upon all the company. 
When this prayer was ended, he whifpered a few fentences in the child's ear, and fpit 
three times in its face; after which he pronounced his name aloud, and returned the 
infant to the mother. This part of the ceremony being ended the father of the child 
divided the dega into a number of balls, one of which he diftvitfured to every perfon 
prefent. And inquiry was then made, if any perfon in the town was dangeroufly tick, 
it being ufual, in fuch cafes, to fend the party a large portion of the dega; which is 
thought to poffefs great medical virtues. # 

Among the Negroes, every individual, befides his own proper name, has likewife 
a kontong, or furname, to denote the family or clan to which he belongs. Some of thefe 
families are very numerous and powerful. It is impoflible to enumerate the various 
kontongs which are found in different parts of the country ; though the knowledge of 
many of them is of great fervice to the traveller : for as every Negro plumes himfelf 
upon the importance or the antiquity of his clan, he is much flattered when he is ad- 
dreffed by his kontong. 

Salutations among the Negroes to each other, when they meet, are always obferved; 
but thofe in moft general ufe among the kafirs, are Abbe haeretto — E n'tng feni , — 

* Soon after baptifm, the children are marked in different parts of the (kin, in a manner refembling what 
is called tallowing in the South-fen I (lands. 

Anawari, 
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Ancvwari,h c.ali of which have nearly the fame meaning, and fignify, are you well, or fo 
that effect. There are likewife falutations which are ufed at different times of the day, 
as E ningfomo, good morning, &c. The general anfwer to all falutations, is to repeat 
the k ontong of the perfon who falutes, or elfe to repeat the falutation itfelf, fir ft pro¬ 
nouncing the word marhaba, my friend. 

CHAP. Vlt.— The Account of the Mandingoes continued .— Their Notions in refpeCf 
of the Planetary Bodies, and the Figure of the Earth .— Their religious Opinions, 
and Belief in a Future State - — Their Difeafes and Methods of Treatment. — Their 
Funeral Ceremonies , Amufements, Occupations, Diet, Arts, Manufactures, csV. 

THE Mandingoes, and, I believe, the Negroes in general, have no artificial method 
of dividing time. They calculate the years by the number of rainy feafons. They por¬ 
tion the year into moons, and reckon the days by fo many funs. The day they divide 
into morning, mid-day, and evening; and further fubdivide it, when neceffary, by 
pointing to the fun’s place in the heavens. I frequently inquired of fome of them 
what became of the fun during the night, and whether we fhould fee the fame fun, 
or a different one, in the morning: but I found that they confidered the queftion 
as very childifh. The fubjeft appeared to them as placed beyond the reach of human 
inveftigation ; they had never indulged a conjecture, nor formed any hypothefis about 
the matter. The moon, by varying her form, has more attracted their attention. 
On the firff appearance of the new moon, which they look upon to be newly created, 
the Pagan natives, as well as Mahomedans, fay a fliort prayer; and this feems to be the 
only vilible adoration which the kafirs offer up to the Supreme Being. This prayer is 
pronounced in a whifper; the party holding up his hands before his face: its purport 
(as I have been affured by many different people) is to return thanks to God for his 
kindnefs through the exiftence of the pall moon, and to folicit a continuation of his 
favour during that of the new one. At the conclufion, they fpit upon their hands, 
and rub them over their faces. This feems to be nearly the fame ceremony which 
prevailed among the heathens in the days of Job. * 

Great attention, however, is paid to the changes of this luminary, in its monthly 
courfe: and it is thought very unlucky to begin a journey or any other work of con- 
fequencc in the laft quarter. An eclipfe, whether of the fun or moon, is fuppofed to 
be effected by witchcraft. The ftars are very little regarded ; and the whole ftudy of 
aftronomy appears to them as a ufelefs purfuit, and attended to by fuch perfons only 
as deal in magic. 

Their notions of geography are equally puerile. They imagine that the world is 
an extended plain, the termination of which no eye has difeovered ; it being, they fay, 
overhung wit h clouds and darknefs. They deferibe the fea as a large river of fait water, 
on the farther fiiore of which is fituated a country called Tobauho doo, “ the land of 
the white people-” At a diftance from Tobaubo doo, they deferibe another country, 
which they alledge is inhabited by cannibals of a gigantic fize, called Komi. This 
country they call Jong fang doo , “ the land where the Haves are fold.” But of all 
countries in the world their own appears to them as the beft, and their own people as 
the happieft ; and they pity the fate of other nations who have been placed by Provi¬ 
dence in lefs fertile and lefs fortunate diftricts. 
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Some of the religious opinions of tile Negroes, though blended with the nreakeft ere. 
diilitv and fuperftil'ion, are not unworthy of attention. 1 have converted wtdt all tanks 
andconditions upon he fubjea of their faith, and can pronounce wtthout the fatal- 
edftadow of do'ubt, that thi belief of one God, and ol a future ftate of rewardtntd 
nunilltment is entire and univerfal among them. It is remarkable, however, that ex. 
cept on the appearance of a new moon, as before related, the l'apn natives do not 
th nk. it neceffary to offer up prayers and fuppltcattons to the Almighty. 1 hey repre- 
fent the Deity, indeed, as thi creator and prefervo: of all things ; but m general they 
con lider him as a Being fa remote, and of fa exalted a nature, that tt is idle to imagine 
the feeble fapplioaiionf of wretched mortals can reverie the decrees and change die 
purpofes of u,mrriug Wifdom. If they are aiked for what reafan then do they offer 
up a prayer on the appearance of the new moon; the anfwer is, that cuftom has made 
it neceflary ; they do it, becaufe their fathers did it before them. Such is the him ne s 
of uoafiifted nature ! The concerns of this world, they believe, are committed by the 
Almighty to the fuperintendance and direction of fubordmate fpints, over whom they 
fuppofe that certain magical ceremonies have great influence. A white fowl ul- 
pended to the branch of a particular tree ; a foake’s head, or a few handfuls of fruit* 
arc offerings which ignorance and fuperftition frequently prefent, to deprecate the 
wrath, or to conciliate the favour of thefe tutelary agents. But it is not often that 
the Negroes make their religious opinions the fubjeft of converfation: when interro- 
gated, in particular concerning their ideas ot a future ftate, they exprefs themfelves 
with great reverence, but endeavour to Ihorten the difeuffion by obferving mo o 
mo inta alio , ce no man knows any thing about it.” r lhey are content, they fay, to 
follow the precepts and examples of their forefathers, through the various viaffitudes 
of life j and when this world prefents no objects of enjoyment or comfort, they ieem 
to look with anxiety towards another, which they believe will be better faked to their 
natures; but concerning which they are far from indulging vain and delulive con- 
je&ures. 

The Mandingoes feldom attain extreme old age. At forty, moll of them become 
grey haired, and covered with wrinkles; and but few of them furvive the age of fifty- 
five or fixty. They calculate the years of their lives, as I have already obferved, by 
the number of rainy feafons (there being but one fuch in the year); and diftinguifh 
each year by a particular name, founded on fame remarkable occurrence which hap¬ 
pened in that year. Thus they fay the year of the I'arbanna war; the year of the 
Kaarta war ; the year on which Cadou was plundered , &c. £ofc.; and 1 have no doubt 
that the year 1796, will in many places be diftinguHhed by the name of Tobaubo iambi 
fang, “ the year the white man palledas fuch an occurrence would naturally form an 
epoch in their traditional hiftory. 

But notwithftanding that longevity is uncommon among them, it appeared to me, 
that their difeafes are but few in number. Their fimple diet, and aftive way of life, 
preferve them from many of thofe diforders which imbitter the days of luxury and idle- 
nefs. Fevers and fluxes are the molt common, and the moll fatal. For thefe, they 
generally apply faphies to different parts of the body, and perform a great many other 
fuperilitious ceremonies j fome of which are, indeed, well calculated to infptre the pa¬ 
tten with the hope of recovery, and divert his mind from brooding over his own dan¬ 
ger. Bui I have fometimes obferved among them a morefyHematic mode of treatment. 
On the fo-ft attack of a fever, when the patient complains of cold, he is frequently 
placed in a fort of vapour: this is done by fpreading branches of the naucUa ericntalis 
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upon hot wood embers, and laying the patient upon them, wrapped up in a large 
cotton cloth. Water is then fp rink led upon the branches, which defcending to the 
hot embers, foon covers the patient with a cloud of vapour, in which he is allowed to 
remain until the embers are almotl extmguiflied. This pradice commonly produces a 
profufe perfpiration, and wonderfully relieves the fufferer. 

For the dy fernery, they ufe the bark of different trees reduced to powder, and mixed 
with the patient’s food : but this practice is in general very unluccefsful. 

The other difeafes which prevail among the Negroes, are the yaws : the ekphantiafts; 
and a leprofy^ of the very word; kind. This laft mentioned complaint appears, at the 
beginning, in fcurfyfpots upon different parts of the body, which finally fettle upon the 
hands or feet, where the fkin becomes withered, and cracks in many places. At length, 
the ends of the fingers fwell and ulcerate; the difcharge is acrid and fetid ; the nails 
drop oft, and the bones of the fingers become carious, and feparate at the joints. In 
this manner the difeafe continues to fpread, frequently until the patient lofes all his 
fingers and toes. Even the hands and feet are fometimes deftroyed by this inveterate 
malady, to which the Negroes give the name of ballajou , “ incurable.” 

The Guinea worm is like wife very common in certain places, efpedally at the com¬ 
mencement of the rainy feafon. The Negroes attribute this difeafe, which has been 
defcribed by many writers, to bad water; and allege that the people who drink from 
wells are more fubjeft to it than thofe who drink from ftreams. To the fame 
caufe, they attribute the fwelling of the glands of the neck (goitres), which are very 
common in fome parts of Bambarra. I obferved alfo, in the interior countries, a 
few inftances of fimple gonorrhoea; but never the confirmed lues. On the whole it 
appeared to me that the Negroes are better furgeons than phyficians. I found them 
very fuccefsful in their management of fra&ures and diflocations, and their fplints and 
bandages are fimple and eafily removed. The patient is laid upon a foft mat, and 
the fractured limb is frequently bathed with cold water. All abceffes they open with 
the attual cautery; and the dreffings are compofed of either foft leaves. Shea butter, or 
cows’ dung, as the cafe feems, in their judgment, to require. Towards the coaft, 
where a fupply of European lancets can be procured, they fometimes perform phlebo¬ 
tomy ; and in cafes of focal inflammation, a curious fort of cupping is pradtifed. This 
operation is performed by making incifions in the part, and applying to it a bullock's 
horn, with a fmall hole in the end. The operator then takes a piece of bees-wax in 
his mouth, and putting his lips to the hole, extracts the air from the horn; and by a 
dexterous ufe of his tongue, ftops tip the hole with the wax. This method is found 
to anfwer the purpofe, and in general produces a plentiful difcharge. 

When a perfon of confequence dies, the relations and neighbours meet together, and 
manifeft their forrow by loud and difmal howlings. A bullock or goat is killed for 
fuch perfons as come to aflift at the funeral; which generally takes place in the even¬ 
ing of the fame day on which the party died. The Negroes have no appropriate burial 
places, and frequently dig the grave in the floor of the deceafed’s hut, or in the fliade 
of a favourite tree. The body is dreffed in white cotton, and wrapped up in a mat. 
It is carried to the grave in the dulk of the evening by the relations. If the grave is 
without the walls of the town, a number of prickly bullies are laid upon it, to prevent 
the wolves from digging up the body; but I never obferved that any ftone was placed 
over the grave, as a monument or memorial. 

Hitherto I have confidered the Negroes chiefly in a moral light; and confined myfelf 
to the molt prominent features in their mental character; their domeftic amufements, 
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occupations, and diet; their arts and manufactures, with fome other lubordinate obje£ts, 

are now to be noticed. ( 

Of their mufic and dances, fome account has incidentally been given in different 
parts of in)' journal. On the firft of thefe heads, I have now to add a lift of their mu- 
ftcal mftruments, the principal of which are, —the koonting , a fort of guitar, with three 
firings;— e Jcorro, a large harp, with eighteen firings; — the ftmbing, a fmall harp 
with feven firings; — the balafou , an inftrument compofed of twenty pieces of hard 
wood of different lengths, with the fhells of gourds hung underneath, to increafe the 
found;—the tangtang, a drum, open at the lower end; and laflly, the tabala , a large 
drum, commonly ufed to fpvead an alarm through the country. Befides thefe, they 
make life of fmall flutes, bowftrings, elephants 1 teeth, and bells; and at all their 
dances and concerts clapping of hands appears to conftitute a neceffary part of the 
chorus. 

With the love of mufic is naturally connected a tafte for poetry ; and, fortunately 
for the poets of Africa, they are in a great meafure exempted from that neglecl and 
indigence, which in more poliflied countries commonly attend the votaries of the 
Mules. They confift of two claffes; the mofl numerous are the fmging-men , called 
Jilli hea , mentioned in a former part of my narrative. One or more of thefe may be 
found in every town. They fing extempore fongs in honour of their chief men, or 
any other perfons who are willing to give “ folid pudding for empty praife.” But a 
nobler part of their office is to recite the hiftorical events of their country : hence, in 
war, they accompany the foldiers to the field in order, by reciting the great actions of 
their anceftors, to awaken in them a fpirit of glorious emulation. The other clafs 
are devotees of the Mahometan faith, who travel about the country, finging devout 
hymns, and performing religious ceremonies, to conciliate the favour of the Almighty; 
either in averting calamity, or enfuring fuccefs to any enterprife. Both deferiptions of 
thefe itinerant bards are much employed and refpe&ed by the people, and very liberal 
contributions are made for them. 

The ufual diet of the Negroes is fomewhat different in different diftridls; in general, 
the people of free condition breakfaft about daybreak, upon gruel made of meal and 
water, with a little of the fruit of the tamarind, to give it an acid tafte. About two 
o’clock in the afternoon, a fort of hafty pudding, with a little Shea butter, is the com¬ 
mon meal ; but the fupper conftitutes the principal repaft, and is feldoin ready be¬ 
fore midnight. This confifts almoft univerfally of koufkous, with a fmall portion of 
animal food, or Shea butter, mixed with it. In eating, the Kafirs as well as Maho- 
medans, ufe the right hand only. 

The beverage of the Pagan Negroes are beer and mead ; of each of which they fre¬ 
quently drink to excefs. The Mahomedan converts drink nothing but water. The 
natives of all deferiptions take fnuff, and fmoke tobacco; their pipes are made of 
wood, with an earthen bowl of curious workmanfhip. But in the interior countries 
the greateft of all luxuries is fait. It would appear ftrange to an European, to fee a* 
child fuck a piece of rock-falt, as if it were fugar. This, however, I have frequently 
feen ; although, in the inland parts, the poorer clafs of inhabitants are fo very rarely 
indulged with this precious article, that to fay a man eats fait with his viduals, is the 
fame as faying, he is a rich man. I have myfelf fuffered great inconvenience from the 
fcarcity of this article. The long ufe of vegetable food creates fo painful a longin^ for 
fait, that no words can fufficiently deferibe it. 

The Negroes in general, and the Mandingoes in particular, are confidered by the 
whites on the coaft as an indolent and inactive people; I think without reafon. The 
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nature of the climate is, Indeed, unfavourable to great exertion; but furely a people 
cannot juftly be denominated habitually indolent, whofe wants are fupplied, not by the 
fpontaneous productions of nature, but by their own exertions. Few people work 
harder, when occafion requires, than the Mandingoes; but not having many oppor¬ 
tunities of turning to advantage the fuperfluous produce of their labour, they are con¬ 
tent with cultivating as much ground only as is neceflary for their own fupport. The 
labours of the field give them pretty full employment during the rains ; and in the dry 
feafon, the people who live in the vicinity of large rivers employ themfelves chiefly in 
fifhing. The fifii are taken in wicker bafkets, or with final! cotton nets ; and are pre- 
ferved by being firft dried in the fun, and afterwards rubbed with Shea butter, to pre¬ 
vent them from contracting frefh moifture. Others of the natives employ themfelves 
in hunting. Their weapons are bows and arrows ; but the arrows in common ufe 
are not poifoned *. They are very dexterous markfmen, and will hit a lizard on a 
tree, or any other (mail objeCt, at an amazing diftance. They like wife kill Guinea- 
fowls, partridges, and pigeons, but never on the wing. While the men are occupied in 
thefe purfuits, the women are very diligent in manufacturing cotton cloth. They pre¬ 
pare the cotton for fpinning, by laving it in fmall quantities at a time, upon a fmooth 
ft one, or piece of wood, and rolling the feeds out with a thick iron fpindle; and they 
fpin it with the diftaff* The thread is not fine, but well twifted, and makes a very 
durable cloth, A woman, with common diligence, will fpin from fix to nine garments 
of this cloth in one year ; which, according to its finenefs, will fell for a minkalli and a 
half, or two mmkallies eachj\ The weaving is performed by the men. The loom is 
made exactly upon the fame principle as that of Europe; but fo fmall and narrow, that 
the web is feldotn more than four inches broad. The fhuttle is of the common con- 
firuftion; but as the thread is coarfe, the chamber is fomewhat larger than the 
European, 

The women dye this cloth of a rich and lading blue colour, by the following fitnple 
procefs: the leaves of the indigo when frefli gathered, are pounded In a wooden mortar, 
and mixed in a large earthen jar, with a ftrong ley of wood afheschamber-ley is 
Ibnietimes added. The cloth is fteeped in this mixture, and allowed to remain until 
it has acquired the proper fhade* In Kaarta and Ludamar, where the indigo is not 
plentiful, they colled the leaves, and dry them in the fun ; and when they wlfli to ufe 
them, they reduce a fufficient quantity to powder, and mix it with the ley as before 
mentioned. Either way, the colour is very beautiful, with a fine purple glofs; and 
equal, in my opinion, to the beft Indian or European bluei This cloth is cut into 
various pieces, and fewed into garments, with needle? of the natives' own making. 

As the arts of weaving, dying, fewing, &t. may eafily be acquired, thofe who 
exercife them are not confidered in Africa as following any particular profeffion; for 
alinoft every flave can weave, and every boy can few. The only artifts which are 
diftinctly acknowledged as fueh by the Negroes, and who value themfelves on exercifing 
appropriate and peculiar trades, are the manufacturers of leather and of iron. The 
fir ft of thefe, are called Kar ranked (or as the w r ord is fomeumes pronounced, Gaun - 

* Poifoned arrows are iifed chiefly in war. The potfon, which is faid to be very deadly, is prepared 
from a throb called kaona (a fpecies of echha}, which is very common in the woods. The leaves of this 
fhrub, when boiled with a fmall quantity of water, yield a thick black juice, into which the Negroes dip 
a cotton thread; this thread they fallen round the iron of the arrow, in fuch a manner that it is almoit 
impoffible to extract the arrow, when it has funk beyond the barbs, without leaving the iron,point* and 
the poffoncfl thread, in the wound* 

f A mmkaili is a quantity of gold, nearly equal in value to ten Ihillinga fterling* 
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gay). They are to be fount! m almoft every town, and they frequently travel through 
the country in the exercife of their calling. They tan and drefs leather with very 
great expedition, by lteeping the hide firft in a mixture of wood-alhes and water, until 
it parts with the hair; and afterwards by ufing the pounded leaves of a tree called 
goo, as an aftringent, They are at great pains to render the hide as foft and pliant 
as poffible, by rubbing it frequently between their hands, and beating it upon a (tone. 
The hides of bullocks are converted chiefly into fandals, and therefore require lefs 
care in d re fling than the Anns of fheep and goats, which are ufed for covering quivers 
and faphies, and in making {heaths for fwords and knives, belts, pockets, and a 
variety of ornaments. Thefe fkins are commonly dyed of a red or yellow colour; 
the red, by means of millet {talks reduced to powder; and the yellow, by the root ot 
a plant the name of which I have forgotten. 

The manufactures in iron are not fo numerous as the Karrankeas; ; but they ap¬ 
pear to have ltudied their bufinefs with equal diligence. The Negroes on the coaft 
being cheaply fupplied with iron from the European traders, never attempt the manu¬ 
facturing of this article themlelves; but in the inland parts, the natives fmelt this ufe- 
ful metal in fuch quantities, as not only to fupply themfelves from it with all neceffary 
weapons and inftruments, but even to make it an article of commerce with fome of 
the neighbouring dates. During my ftay at Kamalia, there was a finelting furnace at 
a fliort diftance from the hut where 1 lodged, and the owner and his workmen made 
no fecret about the manner of conducing the operation; and readily allowed me to 
examine the furnace, and affift them in breaking the iron {tone. The furnace was a 
circular tower of clay, about ten feet high, and three in diameter; furrounded in two 
places with withes, to prevent the day from cracking anti falling to pieces by the vio¬ 
lence of the heat. Round the lower part, on a level with the ground (but not fo low as 
the bottom of the furnace, which was fomewhat concave), were made feven openings, 
into every one of which were placed three tubes of clay, and the openings again 
plaftered up in fuch a manner that no air could enter the furnace, but through rhe 
tubes; by-the opening and (hutting of which they regulated the fire. Thefe tubes 
were formed by plaftering a mixture of day and grafs round a fmooth roller of 
wood, which as foon as the clay began to harden was withdrawn, and the tube left to 
dry in the fun. The iron-ftone which I faw was very heavy and of a dull red colour, 
with greyifli fpecks; it was broken into pieces about the fize of a hen’s egg. A bun¬ 
dle of dry wood was firft put into the furnace, and covered with a confiderable quan¬ 
tity of charcoal, which was brought ready burnt from the woods. Over this was laid 
a ft rat uni of iron-ftone, and then another of charcoal, and fo on, until the furnace 
was quite full. The fire was applied through one of the tubes, and blown for fome 
time with a bellows made of goats’ {kins. The operation went on very flowly at firft, 
and it was fome hours before the flame appeared above the furnace; but after this it 
burnt with great violence all the firft. night; and the people who attended put in at 
times more charcoal. On the day following the fire was not fo fierce, and on the 
fecond night fome of the tubes were withdrawn, and the air allowed to have freer 
accefs to the furnace; but the heat was ftill very great, and a bluilh flame rofe fome 
feet above the top of the furnace. On the third day from the commencement of the 
operation, all the tubes were taken out, the ends of many of them being vitrified 
with the heat; but the metal was not removed until fome days afterwards, when the 
whole was perfectly cool. Part of the furnace was then taken down, and the iron 
appeared in the form of a large irregular mafs, with pieces of charcoal adhering to 
it. It was fonorous; and when any portion was broken off, the fracture exhibited 

a granu- 
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a granulated appearance, like broken fled. The owner informed me that many parts 
or this cake were ulelefs, but ftill there was good iron enough to repay him for his 
trouble, lhis iron, or rather fteel, is formed into various inftruments, by being 
repeatedly heated in a forge, the heat of which is urged by a pair of double bellows^ 
°t a very fun pie confiruclion, being made of two goats* fidns; the tubes from which 
unite, before they enter the forge, and fupply a conftant and very regular blafL 
lhe hammer, forceps, and anvil are all very Ample, and the workmanfliip (particu¬ 
larly in the formation of knives and fpears) is not deftitute of merit. The iron,- 
tnueed, is hard and brittle; and requires much labour before it can be made to 
anfwer the purpofe. 

Moll of the African blackfmiths are acquainted alfo with the method of fmelting 
gold 5 in which procefs they ule an alkaline fait* obtained from a ley of burnt 
corn-ftalks evaporated to drynefs. They likewife draw the gold into wire, and 
form it into a variety of ornaments, fome of which are executed with a great deal 
of tafte and ingenuity. ° 

Such is the chief information I obtained concerning the prefent ftate of arts 
and manufactures in thofe regions of Africa which I explored in my journey.. I might 
add, though it is fcarce worthy obfervation, that in Bambarra and Kaarta, the natives 
make very beautiful balkets, hats, and other articles, both for ufe and ornament, from 
rttjhes , which they Itain of different colours ; and they contrive alfo to cover their cala- 
bafhes with interwoven cane, dyed in the fame manner- 

In all the laborious occupations above defcribed, the mafter and his Saves work 
together, without any diftinclion of fuperiority. Hired i'ervants, by which I mean 
perfons of free condition, voluntarily working for pay, are unknown in Africa; and 
this obfervation naturally leads me to conlider the condition of the flaves, and the 
various means by which they are reduced to fo miferable a ftate of fervitude. This 
unfortunate clafs are found, I believe, in all parts of this extenfive country, and confti- 
tute a conitderable branch of commerce, with the ftates on the Mediterranean, as 
well as with the nations of Europe- ■ 


CHAP. VIII. — Obfcr-vaiions concerning the State and Sources of Slavery in Africa, 

. A . STA-LE of fubordination, and certain inequalities of rank and condition, are- 
inevitable in every ftage of civil lociety; but when this fubordination is carried to fo 

g . re f 3 jy r i* r hat th f P erfons and fervices of one part of the community are entirely 
ai the aiipolal of another part, it may then be denominated a ftate of flavery • and 
in this condition of life, a great body of the Negro inhabitants of Africa have* con- 
- tinned from the moll early period of their hiftory; with this aggravation, that their 
children are bom to no other inheritance. 

I he Haves in Africa, I fuppofe, are nearly in the proportion of three to one to the 
freemen. _ I hey claim no reward for their fervices, except food and clothing;: and are 
treated with kmdnefs or feventy, according to the good or bad difpofition of their 
malters. Cultom, however, has eftabhfhed certain rules with regard to the treatment 
of flaves, which it is thought diftionourable to violate. Thus, the domeftic flaves, or 
luch as are born m a man’s own houfe, are treated with more lenity than thofe which 
are purchafed with money. The authority of the mafter over the domeftic Have, as I 
have elfewhere obierved, extends only to reafonable corre&ion: for the mafter cannot 
iell his domeftic, without having firft brought him to a public trial, before the chief 

men 
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mpn of the place*. But thefe reftri&ions on the power of the matter extend not 
to the cafe of prifaners taken in war, nor to that of flaves purchaiea with money. 
All thefe unfortunate beings are confidered as ftrangers and foreigners, who have no 
right to the protection or the law, and may be treated with feveiity* oi fold to a 
It ranger, according to the plea fure of their owners* There are, indeed, regular mar¬ 
kets where flaves of this defeription are bought and lold; and the value of a Have 
in the eye of an African purchafer, increafes in proportion to his diftance from his 
native kingdom ; for when flaves are only a few days* journey from the place of their 
nativity, they frequently effeCf their efcape; but when one or more kingdoms inter¬ 
vene, efcape being more difficult, they are more readily reconciled to their fituation. 
On this account the unhappy flave is frequently transferred from one dealer to another, 
until he has loft all hopes of returning to his native kingdom.^ The flaves which are 
purehafed by the Europeans on the coaft:, are chiefly of this defeription ; a few of 
them are collefted in the petty wars, hereafter to be deferibed, which take place near 
the coaft; but by far the greater number are brought down in large caravans from the 
inland countries, of which many are unknown, even by name, to the Europeans* 
The flaves which are thus brought from the interior, may be divided into two dil- 
tinfl claffes ; fuch as were flaves from their birth, having been born of enflaved 

mothers; fecondly y fuch as were bom free, but who afterwards, by whatever means, 
became flaves* Thofe of the firft defeription are by far the mod numerous; for 
prifoners taken in war (at lead fuch as are taken in open and declared war, when one 
kingdom avows hoftilitiesjigainft another) are generally of this defeription* T he com¬ 
paratively ftrall proportion of free people to the enflaved, throughout Africa, has 
already been noticed; and it mult be obferved, that men of free condition have 
many advantages over the flaves, even in war time. They are in general better armed, 
and well mounted ; and can either fight or efcape with fome hopes of fuccefs; but 
the flaves, who have only their fpears and bows, and of whom great numbers are 
loaded with baggage, become an eafy prey* Thus, when Manfong, King of Bambarra, 
made war upon Kaarta (as I have related in a former Chapter), he took in one day 
nine hundred prifoners, of which number not more than feventy were free men* This 
account I received from Daman Jumma, who had thirty flaves at Kemmoo, all of 
whom were made prifoners by Manfong, Again, when a freeman is taken prifoner, his 
friends will fometimes ranfom him by giving two flaves in exchange; but when a flave 
is taken, he has no hopes of fuch redemption. To thefe difad vantages it is to be 
added, that the Siatees, who purchafe flaves in the interior countries, and carry them 
down to the coaft for fale, conftantly prefer fuch as have been in that condition of life 
from their infancy, well knowing that thefe have been accuftomed to hunger and 
fatigue, and are better able to fuftain the hardfhips of a long and painful journey than 
free men; and on their reaching the coaft, if no opportunity otters of felling them to 
advantage, they can ealily be made to maintain thetnfelves by their labour; neither 
are they fo apt to attempt making their efcape, as thofe who have once tailed the 
bleflings of freedom. 

Slaves of the fecoml defeription, generally become fuch by one or other of the 
following caufes, i. Captivity* a * Famine* 3. Infolvency* 4* Crimes * A freeman 

* dme of famine* the mailer fa pemitted to fell one or more of Hi domuftics* to purchafe pro- 
ynioni for his family ; and in cafe of the mailer’s infolvency, the domestic flaves are rometuncs feizrd upon 
hy the creditors; and it the mailer cannot redeem them, they are liable to be fold for payment of his 
debts* 1 hefe are the only cafes that 1 recc»tle£t, in which the dome flic flaves are liable to be fold, with*- 
out any mifeondufr or demerit of their own. 
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may, by the eftablilhed cuftoms of Africa, become a flave by being taken in war. 
War is, of all others, the mod produ&ive fource, and was probably the origin of 
flavery; for when one nation had taken from another a greater number of captives 
than could be exchanged on equal terms, it is natural to fuppofe that the conquerors, 
finding it inconvenient to maintain their prifoners, would compel them to labour; 
at firft, perhaps, only for their own fupport, but afterwards to fupport their mailers! 
Be this as it may, it is a known fad:, that prifoners of war in Africa are the Oaves of 
the conquerors; and when the weak or unfuccefsful warrior begs for mercy beneath 
the uplifted fpear of his opponent, he gives up at the fame time his claim to liberty, 
and purchafes his life at the expence of his freedom. 

In a country, divided into a thoufand petty Hates, moftly independent and jealous 
of each other; where every freeman is accuftomed to arms, and fond of military 
achievements; where the youth who has pradifed the bow and fpear from his infancy, 
longs for nothing fo much as an opportunity to difplay his valour, it is natural to 
imagine that wars frequently originate from very frivolous provocation. When one 
nation is more powerf ul than another, a pretext is feldom wanting for commencing 
hoftilities. Thus the war between Kajaaga and Kafi'on was occafioned by the detention 
of a fugitive flave: that between Bambarra and Ivaarta by the lofs of a few cattle. 
Other cafes of the fame nature perpetually occur, in which the folly or mad ambition 
of their princes, and the zeal of their religious enthufiafts give full employment to the 
fey the of defolation. 

The wars of Africa are of two kinds, which are dtftinguiflied by different appel¬ 
lations : that fpecies which bears the grealeft refemblance to our European contells, 
is denominated killi, a word fignifying “ to call out,” becaufe fuch wars are 
openly avowed and previoufly declared. Wars of this defeription in Africa com¬ 
monly terminate, however, in the courfe of a Angle campaign. A battle is fought; 
the vanquished feldom think of rallying again; the whole inhabitants become panic 
itruck ; and the conquerors have only to bind the flaves, and carry off their plunder 
and their victims. Such of the prifoners as, through age or infirmity, are unable 
to endure fatigue, or are found unfit for lale, are confidered as uielefs; and I 
have no doubt are frequently put to death. The fame fate commonly awaits a chief, 
or any other perfon who has taken a very diftingufthed part in the war. And here 
it may be obferved, that, notwithftanding this exterminating fyftem, it is furprif- 
ing to behold how foon an African tov/n is rebuilt and repeopled. The circum- 
ftance arifes probably from this; that their pitched battles are few; the weakeft 
know their own fituatinn, and leek fafety in flight. When their country has been 
defolated, and their ruined towns and villages defected by the enemy, fuch of the 
inhabitants as have efcaped the fnuord, and the chain, generally return, though with 
cautious Heps, to the place of their nativity ; for it feems to be the univerfal wifh of 
mankind to fpend the evening of their days where they paffed their infancy. The poor 
Negro feels this defire in its full force. To him no water is fweet but what is drawn 
from his own well; and no tree has fo cool and pleafanta lhade as the tabba tree * of 
his native village. When war compels him to abandon the delightful fpot in which he 
firft drew his breath, and feek for fafety in feme other kingdom, his time is fpent in 
talking about the country of his anceftors ; and no fooner is peace reftored than he 
turns his back upon the land of ftrangers, rebuilds with hafte his fallen walls, and 
exults to fee the fmoke afeend from his native village. 

* This is a Urge fpreadirg tree (a fpecies of jltrcutia) under which the bemang is commonly placed. 
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The other fpecies of African warfare is diftinguifhed by the appellation of tegria , 
« plundering or ftealing.” It arifes from a fort of hereditary feud which the inhabi¬ 
tants of one nation or diftricfc bear towards another. No immediate caufe of hoftility 
is affigned, or notice of attack given ; but the inhabitants of each watch every oppor¬ 
tunity to plunder and diftrefs the objects of their animofity by predatory excursions. 
Thefe are very common, particularly about the beginning of the dry feafon, when the 
labour of the harveft is over and provifions are plentiful. Schemes of vengeance are 
then meditated. The chief man Surveys the number and aftivity of his vaffals, as they 
brand!fli their fpears at feftivals; and elated with his own importance, turns his whole 
thoughts towards revenging fome depredation or infult, which either he or his anceftors 
may have received from a neighbouring ftate. 

Wars of this defcription are generally conduced with great fecrecy. A few re- 
folute individuals, headed by fome perfon of enterprife and courage, march quietly 
through the woods, furprife in the night fome unprote&ed village, and carry off the 
inhabitants and their effeSs, before their neighbours can come to their afli(lance. 
One morning, during my ftay at Kamalia, we were all much alarmed by a party of 
this kind. The King of Fooladoo’s fon, with five hundred horfemen, paffed fecretly 
through the woods, a little to the fouthward of Kamalia, and on the mor nin g following 
plundered three towns belonging to Madigai, a powerful chief in Jallonkadoo. 

The foccefs of Lhis expedition encouraged the governor of Bangafii, a town in Foo- 
ladoo, to make a fecond inroad upon another part of the fame country. Having af- 
fembled about two hundred of his people, he paffed the river Kokoro in the night, 
and carried off a great number of prifoners. Several of the inhabitants who had 
eicaped thefe attacks, were afterwards feized by the Mandingoes, as they wandered 
about in the woods, or concealed themfelves in the glens and ftrong places of the 
mountains. 

Thefe plundering excurfions always produce fpeedy retaliation : and when large 
parties cannot be collefted for this purpofe, a few friends will combine together, and 
advance into the enemy’s country, with a view to plunder, or carry off the inhabitants. 
A fingle individual has been known to take his bow and quiver, and proceed in 
like manner. Such an attempt is doubtlefs in him an a£l of rafhnefs ; but when it is 
confidered that in one of thefe predatory wars he has probably been deprived of his 
child, or his neareft relation, his fituation will rather call for pity than cdnfure. The 
poor fuffcrer, urged on by the feelings of domeftic or paternal attachment, and the 
ardour of revenge, conceals himfelf among the bufhes, until fome young or unarmed 
perfon paffes.by. He then, tyger-like, fprings upon his prey, drags his victim into the 
thicket, and in the night carries hirn off as a Have. 

When a Negro has, by means like thefe, once fallen into the hands of his enemies, 
he is either retained as the (lave of his conqueror, or bartered into a diftant kingdom; 
for an African, when he has once fubdued his enemy, will feldom give him an *oppor- 
tunity^ of luting up his hand againft him at a future period. A conqueror commonly 
difpofes of his captives according to the rank which they held in their native kingdom. 
Such of the domeftic flaves as appear to be of a mild difpofition, and particularly 
the young women, are retained as his own flaves. Others thatdifplay marks of dif- 
content, are difpoled of in a diftant country; and fuch of the freemen, or flaves, as 
have taken an active part in the war, are either fold to the flatees or put to death. 
War, theiefore 5 is certainly the niofl general and nioft produftive fource of 13 avery j 
and the deflations of war often (but not always) produce the fecond caufe of fla- 
verft famine / in which cafe a freeman becomes a flave to avoid a groatei* calamity. 

1 3 Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, by a philofophic and reflecting mind, death itfelf would fearcely be confi- 
dered as a greater calamity than flavery; but the poor Negro, when fainting with 
hunger, thinks like Esau of old ; “ Behold / am at the point to die , and -what profit 
“ jhall this birthright do to me ?” There are many inftances of freemen voluntarily 
furrendering up their liberty to fave their lives. During a great fcarcity which lafted 
for three years, in the countries of the Gambia, great numbers of people became 
Caves in this manner. Dr. Laidley affured me that, at that time, many freemen came 
and begged, with great earneftnefs, to be put upon his fiave-cbain , to fave them from 
perilhing of hunger. Large families are very often expofed to abfolute want: and 
as the parents have almoll unlimited authority over their children, it frequently hap¬ 
pens, in all parts of Africa, that fotne of the latter are fold to purchafe provifions for 
the reft of the family. When I was at Jarra, Daman Jumma pointed out to me three 
young Haves which he had purchafed in this manner. I have already related another 
inftance which I faw at Wonda : and I was informed that in Fooladoo, at that time, it 
was a very common practice. 

The third caufe of flavery, is infolvency. Of all the offences (if infolvency may be fo 
called) to which the laws of Africa have affixed the puniffiment of flavery, this is 
the molt common.* A Negro trader commonly contrafts debts on fome mercantile 
fpeculation, either from his neighbours, to purchafe fuch articles as will fell to advan¬ 
tage in a diftant market, or from the European traders on the coaft ; payment to be 
made in a given time. In both cafes, the fituation of the adventurer is exaftly the 
fame. If he fucceeds, he may fecure an independency. If he is unfuccefsful, his 
perfon and fervices are at the difpofal of another; for in Africa, not only the effefts 
of the infolvent, but even the infolvent himfelf, is fold to fatisfy the lawful demands of 
his creditors* 1 . 

The fourth caufe above enumerated, is the commiffion of crimes, on which the laws 
tf the country affix flavery as a puniffiment. In Africa, the only offences of this clafs are 
murder, adultery, and witchcraft; and I am happy to fay, that they did not appear to me 
to be common. In cafes of murder, I was informed, that the neareft relation of the 
deceafed had it in his power, after conviftion, either to kill the offender with his 
own hand, or fell him into flavery. When adultery occurs, it is generally left to the 
option of the perfon injured, either to fell the culprit, or accept fuch a ranfom for him 
as he may think, equivalent to the injury he has fuftained. By witchcraft, is meant 
pretended magic, by which the lives or healths of perfons are affefted : in other words, 
it is the adminiftering of poifon. No trial for this offence, however, came under my 
obfervation while 1 was in Africa; and I therefore fuppofe that the crime and its punifti- 
ment occur but very feldom. 

When a freeman has become a Have by any one of the caufes before mentioned, he 
generally continues fo for life, and his children (if they are bom of an enflaved 
mother) are brought up in the fame ftate of fervitude. There are, however, a few 
inftances of flaves obtaining their freedom, and fometimes even with the confent of 

* When a Negro takes up goods on credit From anyof the Europeans on the coaft, and does not make pay¬ 
ment at the time appointed, the European is authorized, by the laws of the country, to feiste upon the debtor 
himfelf, if he can find him ; or if he cannot be found, on any perfon of his family ; or in the iaft refort, on 
any native of thi fame kingdom, The perfon thus feized on is detained while his friends are fent in queft of 
the debtor* When he is found, a meeting h called of the chief people of the place, and the debtor is 
compelled to ranfom hra friend by fulfilling his engagements. If he is unablq to do this, his perfon h 
immediately fccured and lent down to the coaft, and the other releafed* If the debtor cannot be 
found, the perfon feized on h obliged to pay double the amount of the debt, or is himfelf fold into flavery, 

I was given ta underitaud, however, that this part of the law h feldom enforced* 

5 * 2 
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their mailers; as by performing fome Angular piece of fervice, or by going to battle, 
and bringing home two Haves as a ranfom j but the common way of regaining free¬ 
dom is by efcape ; and when Haves have once fet their minds on running away, they 
often fucceed. Some of them will wait for years before an opportunity prefents itfelf, 
and during that period ffiew no figns of difcontent. In general, it may be remarked 
that Haves who come from a hilly country, and have been much accuftomed to hunting 
and travel, are more apt to attempt their efcape, than fuch as are born in a fiat country, 
and have been employed in cultivating the land. 

Such are the general outlines of that fyflem. of flavery which prevails in Africa; 
and it is evident from its nature and extent, that it is a fyflem of no modem date* It 
probably had its origin in the remote ages of antiquity, before the Mahomedans 
explored a path aerofs the defert. How far it is maintained and fupported by the Have 
traffic, which, for two hundred years, the nations of Europe have carried on with the 
natives of the coaft, it is neither within my province, nor in my power, to explain. 
If my fentiments ffiould be required concerning the effect which a difcontinuance of 
that commerce would produce on the manners of the natives, I Ihould have no hefitation 
in obferving, that, in the prefent unenlightened Hate of their minds, my opinion is, the 
effect would neither be fo extenfive or beneficial, as many wife &nd worthy perfons 
fondly expert. 

CH AP. IX. — Of Gold-duJ, ?, and the Manner in which it is collected. — Procefs of 
Wafhing it. — Its Value in Africa, — Of Ivory. — Surprife of the Negroes at the 
Eager nefs of the Europeans for this Commodity. — Scattered Teeth frequently picked up 
in the Woods. — Mode of hunting the Elephant. — Some Reflections on the unimproved 
State of the Country, V. 

"I HOSE valuable commodities, gold and ivory (the next objects of our inquiry} 
have probably been found in Africa from the firft ages of the world. They are 
reckoned among its moil important productions in the earfieft records of its hiftory. 

Ir. has been obferved, that gold is feldom or never ditcovered except in mountainous 
and barren countries j nature, it is faid, thus making amends in one way for her 
penurioufnefs in the other. This, however, is not wholly true. Gold is found in con- 
fiderable quantities throughout every part of Manding; a country which is indeed 
hilly, but cannot properly be called mountainous , much lefs barren. It is alto found 
in great plenty in Jallonkadoo (particularly about Boori), another hilly, but by no means 
an infertile country. It is remarkable, that in the place lall mentioned (Boori), which 
is fituated about four days’ journey to the fouth-weft of Kamalia, the falt-market is 
often fupplied, at the fame time, with rock-falt from the Great Defert, and fea-falt from 
the Rio Grande ; the price of each, at this diftance from its fource, being nearly the 
lame; and the dealers in each, whether Moors from the north, or Negroes from 
the weft, are invited thither by the fame motives, that of bartering their fait for 
gold. 

1 he gold of Manding, fo far as I could learn, is never found in any matrix or vein, 
but always in fmall grains, nearly in a pure ftate, from the fixe of a pin’s head to that 
of a pea ; m attered through a large body of fand or clay ; and in this ftate it is called 
by the Mandingoes fanoo munko, “ gold powder.” It is, however, extremely probable, 
by what I could learn of the fir nation of the ground, that moft of it has originally been 
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waflied down by repeated torrents from the neighbouring hills. The manner in which 
it is collected is nearly as follows : 

About the beginning of December, when the harveft is over, and the dreams and tor¬ 
rents have greatly fubfided, the manfa, or chief man of the town, appoints a day to 
begin fanoo koo , ** gold waihing j” and the women are fureto have themfelves in rea- 
dinefs by the time appointed. A hoe or fpade for digging up the land, two or three 
calabaflies for waihing it in, and a few quills for containing the gold dull, are all the 
implements neceffary for the purpofe. (In the morning of their departure, a bullock is 
killed for the fir ft day’s entertainment, and a number of prayers and charms are ufed 
to enfure fuccefs; for a failure on that day is thought a bad omen. The manfa 
of Kamalia, with fourteen of his people, were, I remember, fo much difappointed 
in their firft dav’s waihing, that very few of them had refolution to perfevere; and 
the few that did, had but very indifferent fuccefs; which indeed is not much to be 
wondered at ; for inftead of opening fome untried place, they continue to dig and wafh 
in the lame fpot where they had dug and waflied for years ; and where, of courier, but 
few large grains could be left. 

1 'he waflung the fands of the ftreams is by far the eafieft way of obtaining the gold- 
duff ; but in molt places the fands have been fo narrowly fearched before, that unlefs 
the ftream takes fome new courfe, the gold is found but in finall quantities. While 
fome of the party are bufied in walking the fands, others employ themfelves farther up 
the torrent, where the rapidity of the ftream has carried away all the clay, fand, &c. 
and left nothing but final! pebbles. The fearch among thele is a very troublefome talk. 
I have Teen women who have had the- flan worn off the tops of their fingers in this 
employment. Sometimes, however, they are rewarded by finding pieces of gold, 
which they call fanoo birrs , “ gold ftones,” that amply repay them for their trouble. 
A woman and her daughter, inhabitants of Kamalia, found in one day two pieces of 
this kind ; one of five drachms, and the other of three drachms, weight. But the 
moft certain and profitable mode of wafhing is prariifed in the height of the dry 
feafon by digging a deep pit, like a draw-well, near fome hill which has previoufly 
been difeovered to contain gold. The pit is dug with final! fpades or com hoes, and 
the earth is drawn up in large calabafhes. As the Negroes dig through the different 
ftrata of clay or fand, a calabafli or two of each is waflied, by way of experiment ; 
and in this manner the labourers proceed, until they come to a ftratum containing 
gold ; or until they are obftruUed by rocks, or inundated by water. In general, when 
they come to a ftratum of fine reddith fand, with finall black fpecks therein, they find 
gold in fome proportion or other, and fend up large calabaflies full of the fand, for the 
women to wafli ; for though the pit is dug by the men, the gold is always waflied by 
the women, who are accuftomed from their infancy to a fimilar operation, in feparating 
the hulks of corn from the meal. 

As I never defeended into any of rhefe pits, l cannot fay in what manner Lhey are 
worked under ground. Indeed, the firuation in which I was placed, made it neceflary 
for me to be cautious not to incur the fufpicion of the natives, by examining too far 
into the riches of their country; but the manner of feparating the gold from the fand 
is very Ample, and is frequently performed by the women in the middle of the town ; 
for when the fearchers return from the valleys in the evening, they commonly bring 
with them each a calabafh or two of land, to be waflied by fiich of the females as re¬ 
main at home. The operation is limply as follows : 

A portion of fand or clay (for gold is fornetimes found in a brown coloured clay), 
is put into a large calabafh, and mixed with a fufficient quantity of water. The woman, 

whofe 


ggg park’s travels in Africa. 

whofe office it is, then {hakes the calabafh in fuch a manner as to mix the fand and 
water together, and give the whole a rotatory motion; at firft gently, hut afterwards 
more qmck, until a fmall portion of fand and water, at every revolution, flies over 
the brim of the calabafh. The fand thus feparated, is only the eoarfeft particles 
mixed with a little muddy water. After the operation has been continued for fome 
time, the fand is allowed to fubfide, and the water poured off; a portion of coarfe 
fand, vhich is now uppermoft in the calabafh, is removed by the hand, and frelh 
water being added, the operation is repeated until the water comes off almoft pure. 
The woman now takes a fecond calabafh, and fhakes the fand and water gently from 
the one to the other, referving that portion of fand which is next the bottom of the 
calabafh, and which is moft likely to contain the gold. This fmall quantity is mixed 
with fome pure water, and being moved about in the calabafh, is carefully examined. 
If a few particles of gold are picked out, the contents of the other calabafh are ex¬ 
amined in the fame manner; but, in general, the party is well contented, if fhe can 
obtain three or four grains from the contents of both calabafhes. Some women, 
however, by long praftice, become fo well acquainted with the nature of the fand, and 
the mode of walhing it, that they will colleft gold, where others cannot find a Angle 
particle. The gold-duff is kept in quills, ftopt up with cotton; and the wafhers are- 
fond of difplaying a number of thefe quills in their hair. Generally fpeaking, if a 
perfon ufes common diligence, in a proper foil, it is fuppofed that as much gold may 
be collected by him in the courfe of the dry feafon as is equal to the value of two 
Oaves. 

Thus fimple is the procefs by which the Negroes obtain gold in Manding; and it is 
evident, from this account, that the country contains a confiderable portion of this 
precious metal ; for many of the fmaller particles muff neceffarily efcape the obser¬ 
vation of the naked eye ; and as the natives generally fearch the funds of ftreams at a 
confiderable diftance from the hills, and confequently far removed from the mines 
where the gold was originally produced, the labourers are fometimes but ill paid for 
their trouble. Minute particles only of this heavy metal can be carried by the current 
to any confiderable diffance; the larger muff remain depofired near the original fource 
from whence they came. Were the gold-bearing ftreams to be traced to their foun¬ 
tains, and the hills from whence they fpring properly examined, the fand in which the 
gold is there depofited would, no doubt, be found to contain particles of a muchJarger 
fize * ; and even the fmall grains might be collefted to confiderable advantage by the 
ufe of quickfilver, and other improvements, with which the natives are at prefent 
unacquainted. 

Part of this gold is converted into ornaments for the women ; but, in general, thefe 
ornaments are more to be admired for their weight than their workmanlhip. They 
are maffy and inconvenient, particularly the ear-rings, which are commonly fo heavy 
as to pull down and lacerate the lobe of the ear; to avoid which they are fupporred by 
a thong of red leather, which paffes over the crown of the head from one ear to the 
other. The necklace difplays greater fancy; and the proper arrangement of the dif¬ 
ferent beads and plates of gold, is the great criterion of tafte and elegance. When a 
% 

# I am informed that the gold mine, as it is called, m Wicklow* in Ireland, which was dffcovered in the 
year 1795’ ^ v,ear the top, and upon the fteep flope of a mounum. Here pieces of gold of fevera] ounces 
weight were frequently found. What would have been gold-dufl two miles below was here golden gravel; 
that fa, each grain was like a fmall pebble in fize, and one piece was found which weighed near twenty- 
two ounces troy. 
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lady of conference is in full drefs, her gold ornaments may be worth altogether 
from fifty to eighty pounds fterling, 

A final I quantity of gold is likewife employed by the Slatees, in defraying the ex- 
pences of their journies to and from the coaft ; but by far the greater proportion is 
annually carried away by the Moors in exchange for fait and other merchandize. 
During my flay at Kamalia, the gold colle£ted by the different traders at that place, 
for fait alone, was nearly equal to one hundred and ninety-eight pounds fterling ; and 
as Kamalia is but a fmall town, and not much reforted to by the trading Moors, this 
quantity mull have borne a very fmall proportion to the gold collected at ICancaba, 
Kankaree, and fome other large towns. The value of fait in this part of Africa is very 
great. One flab, about two feet and a half in length, fourteen inches in breadth, and 
two inches in thicknefs, will fometiraes fell for about two pounds ten ftullings fterling, 
and from one pound fifteen fhillings to two pounds, may be eonfidered as the common 
price. Four of thefe flabs are eonfidered as a load for an afs, and fix for a bullock. 
The value of European merchandize in Manding varies very much, according to the 
fupply from the coaft, or the dread of war in the country; but the return for fuch 
articles is commonly made in flaves. The price of a prime Have, when I was at 
Kamalia, was from nine to twelve minkallies, and European commodities had then 
nearly the following value: 

18 gun flints, 

48 leaves of tobacco, 

20 charges of gunpowder, 

A cutlafs, 

A mufket from three to four minkallies. 

The produce of the country, and the different necefiaries of life when exchanged 
for gold, fold as follows: 

Common provifions for one day, the weight of one teelee-kiffi> (a black bean, 
fix of which make the weight of one minkalli); — a chicken, one teelee-kifli, — a 
ftieep, three teelee-kifli, ■—a bullock, one minkalli, — a horfe from ten to feventeen 
minkallies. 

The Negroes weigh the gold in fmall balances, which they always carry about 
them. They make no difference in point of value, between gold dull and wrought 
gold. In bartering one article for another the perfon who receives the gold always 
weighs it with his own teelee-kifli. Thefe beans are fometimes fraudulently foaked in 
Shea butter, to make them heavy; and I once faw a pebble ground exa£Uy into the 
form of one of them: but fuch praftices are not very common. 

Having now related the fubftance of what occurs to my recollection concerning the 
African mode of obtaining gold from the earth, and its value in barter, I proceed to 
the next article, of which 1 propofed to treat, namely, ivory. 

Nothing creates a greater furprife among the Negroes on the fea coaft, than the 
eageraefs difplayed by the European traders to procure elephants’ teeth ; it being ex¬ 
ceedingly difficult to make them comprehend to what ufe it is applied. Although 
they are fhewn knives with ivory hafts, combs, and toys of the fame material, and are 
convinced that the ivory thus manufactured, was originally, parts of a tooth, they are 
not fatisfied. They fufpeft that this commodity is more frequently converted in Eu¬ 
rope, to purpofes of far greater importance; the true nature of which is ftudioufly 
concealed from them, left the price of ivory fhould be enhanced. They cannot, they 
fay, eafily perfuade themfelves that fhips would be built, and voyages undertaken, to 
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procure an article, which had no other value than that of furnishing handles to knives, 
&c. when pieces of wood would anfwer the porpofe equally well. 

Elephants are very numerous in the interior of Africa, but they appear to be a 
diftintt fpecies from thofe found in Afia. Blumenbach, in his figures of obje&s of 
natural hiftory, has given good drawings of a grinder of each ; and the variation is 
evident. M. Cuvier alfo has given in the Magazin Encyciopedique, a clear account of 
the difference between them. As I never examined the Afiatic elephant, I have 
chofen rather to refer to thofe writers, than advance this as an opinion of my own. 
It has been faid that the African elephant is of a lefs docile nature than the Afiatic, 
and incapable of being tamed. The Negroes certainly do not at prefent tame them; but 
when we confider that the Carthaginians had always tame elephants in their armies, 
and actually tranfported fotne of them to Italy in the courfe of the Punic wars ; it feems 
more likely that they fhould have poffeffed the art of taming their own elephants, 
than have lubmitted to the ex pence of bringing fuch vafl: animals from Afia. Perhaps, 
the barbarous practice of hunting the African elephants for the fake of their teeth, has 
rendered them more untraCtable and favage, than they were found to be in former 
rimes. 

The greater part of the ivory which is fold on the Gambia, and Senegal rivers, is 
brought from the interior country. The lands towards the coaft are too fwampy, 
and too much interfered with creeks and rivers, for fo bulky an animal as the ele¬ 
phant to travel through, without being difcovered j and when once the natives difcern 
the marks of his feet in the earth, the whole village is up in arms. The thoughts of 
feafting on his fielh, making fandals of his hide, and felling the teeth to the Europeans, 
infpire every one with courage; and the animal feldom efcapes from his purfuers; but 
in the plains of Bambarra and Kaarta, and the extenfive wilds of Jallonkadoo, the ele¬ 
phants are very numerous; and, from the great fcarcity of gunpowder in thofe diltriCfe, 
they are lefs annoyed by the natives. 

Scattered teeth are frequently picked up in the woods, and travellers are very dili¬ 
gent in looking for them. It is a common practice with the elephant to thruft his 
teeth under the roots of fuch Ihrubs and bulhes as grow in the more dry and elevated 
parts of the country where the foil is lhallow. Thefe bulhes he eafily overturns, and 
feeds on the roots, which are in general more tender and juicy than the hard woody 
branches or the foliage ; but when the teeth are partly decayed by age, and the roots 
more firmly fixed, the great exertions of the animal, in this practice, frequently 
caufes them to break Ihort. At Kamalia I faw two teeth, one a very large one, which 
were found in the woods, and which were evidently broken off in this manner.. In¬ 
deed it is difficult otherwife to account for fuch a large proportion of broken ivory, as 
is daily offered for fale, at the different factories; for when the elephant is killed 
in hunting, unlefs he dallies himfelf over a precipice, the teeth are always extracted 
entire. 

There are certain feafons of the year when the elephants colleCt into large herds, 
and traverfe the country in quell of food or water; and as all that part of the country 
to the north of the Niger is deftiiute of rivers, whenever the pools in the wood's 
are dried up, the elephants approach towards the banks of that river. Here they 
continue until the commencement of the rainy feafon, in the months of June or July; 
and during this time they are much hunted by fuch of the Bambarrans as have gun¬ 
powder to fpare. l'he elephant hunters feldom go out fingly; a party of four or five 
join together; and having each furnilhed himfelf with powder and ball, and a quan¬ 
tity of corn-meal in a leather bag, fufficient for five or fix days* proyifion, they enter 
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the moft unfrequented parts of the wood, and examine with great care every thing that 
can lead to the di^wery of the elephants. In this purfuit, notwithftanding the bulk 
of the animal, very great nicety of obfervation is required. The broken branches, 
the fcattered dung of the animal, and the - marks of his feet, are carefully infpefred ; 
and many of the hunters have, by long experience and attentive obfervation, become 
fo expert in their fearch, that as foon as they obferve the foot-marks of an elephant, 
they will tell almoft to a certainty at what time it paffed, and at what diftance it will 
be found. 

When they difcover a herd of elephants, they follow them at a diftance, until they 
perceive fome one ftray from the reft, and come into fuch a fituation as to be fired 
at with advantage. The hunters then approach with great caution, creeping amongft 
the long grafs, until they have got near enough to be fure of their aim. They then 
difcharge all their pieces at once, and throw themfelves on their faces among the 
grafs. The wounded elephant immediately applies his trunk to the different'wounds, 
but being unable to extract the balls, and feeing nobody near him, becomes quite 
furious, and runs about amongft the bu flies, until by fatigue and lofs of blood he has 
exhaufted himfelf, and affords the hunters an opportunity of firing a fecond time at 
him, by which he is generally brought to the ground. 

The fkia is now taken off, and extended on the ground with pegs, to dry; and 
fuch parts of the flefh as are moft efteemed, are cut up into thin flices, and dried in the 
fun, to ferve for provifions on fome future accafion. The teeth are ftruck out with a 
fight hatchet, which the hunters always carry along with them; not only for that 
purpofe, but alfo to enable them to cut down fuch trees as contain honey; for though 
they carry with them only five or fix days’ provifions, they will remain in the woods 
for months, if they are fuccefsful; and fupport themfelves upon the flefh of fuch 
elephants as they kill, and wild honey. Y 

The ivory thus collected, is feldom brought down to the coaft by the hunters 
themfelves. They difpofe of it to the itinerant merchants, who come annually from 
the coaft with arms and ammunition, to purchafe this valuable commodity. Some 
of thefe merchants will colled: ivory in the courfe of one feafon, fufficient to load 
four or five affes. A great quantity of ivory is Jikewife brought from the interior, 
by the Have coffles; there are, however, fome Slatees, of the Mahomedan perfuafion, 
who, from motives of religion, will not deal in ivory, nor eat of the flefh of the 
elephant, unlefs it has been killed with a fpear. 

The quantity of ivory collected in this part of Africa, is not fo great, nor are the 
teeth in general, fo large as in the countries nearer the Line: few of them weigh 
more than eighty, or one hundred pounds; and upon an average, a bar of European 
merchandize may be reckoned as the price of a pound of ivory. 

I have now, I truft, in this and the preceding chapters, explained with fufficient 
minutenefs, the nature and extent of the commercial connection which at prefent 
prevails, and has long fubfifted, between the Negro natives of thofe parts of 
Africa which I vifited, and the nations of Europe; and it appears that flaves, gold, 
and ivory, together with a few other articles, viz. bees-wax and honey, hides, gums, 
and dye-woods, conftiture the whole catalogue of exportable commodities. Other 
productions, however, have been incidentally noticed as the growth of Africa; 
fuch as grain of different kinds, tobacco, indigo, cotton-wool, and perhaps a few 
others; but all of thefe (which can only be obtained by cultivation and labour) the 
natives raife fufficient only for their own immediate expenditure; nor, under the 
prefent fyftem of their laws, manners, trade, and government, can any thing 
vol. xvi. 5 v farther 
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farther be expedted from them. It cannot, however, admit of a doubt, that all the 
rich and valuable productions, both of the Eaft and Weft Indies, might eafily be natu¬ 
ralized, and brought to the utmoft perfection, in the tropical parts of this immenfe 
continent. Nothing is wanting to this end but example, to enlighten the minds of the 
natives, and inftruCtion to enable them to direft their induftry to proper objeCts. It 
was not poffible for ine to behold the wonderful fertility of the foil, the vaft herds of 
cattle, proper both for labour and food, and a variety of other circumltances favour¬ 
able to colonization and agriculture, and reflect, withal, on the means which prefented 
themfelves of a vaft inland navigation, without lamenting that a country, fo abundantly 
gifted and favoured by nature, fhould remain in its prefent favage and neglected 
ftate. Much more did I lament, that a people of manners and difpofition fo gentle 
and benevolent, fhould either be left as they now are, immerfed in the grofs and un¬ 
comfortable blindnefs of pagan fuperftition, or permitted to become converts to a fyf- 
tem of bigotry and fanaticiiin ; which, without enlightening the mind, often debafes 
the heart. On this fubjeft many observations might be made j but the reader 
will probably think that 1 have already digreffed too largely ; and I now, therefore, re¬ 
turn to my fituation at Kamalia. 

CHAP. X. — Tranfafiions at Kamalia refumed. — Arabic MSS. in Ufe among the 
Mahomedan Negroes. — Refleftions concerning the Converfton and Education of 
the Negro Children. — Return of the Author’s Benefaflor Karfa. — further Ac¬ 
count of the Pur chafe and Treatment of Slaves. — Fafl of Rhamadan , how obferved 
by the Negroes. — Author’s Anxiety for the Day of Departure. — The Caravan fets 
out. ■— Account of it on its Departure , and Proceedings on the Read until its Arrival 
at Kinytakooro. 

THE fchoolmafter, to whofe care I was entrufted during the abfence of Karfa, was 
a man of a mild difpofition, and gentle manners; his name was Fankooma; and 
although he hiinfelf adhered ftriftly to the religion of Mahomet, he was by no means 
intolerant in his principles towards others who differed from him. He fpent much of 
his time in reading ; and teaching appeared to be his pleafure, as well as employ¬ 
ment. His fchool confifted of feventeen boys, molt of whom were fons of Kafirs; 
and two girls, one of whom was Karfa’s own daughter. The girls received 
their inftruaions in the day-time, but the boys always had their leffons by the 
light of a large fire before daybreak, and again late in the evening; for being 
confidered, during their fcholarlhip, as the domeflic ilaves of the mafter, they were 
employed in planting com, bringing fire-wood, and in other fervile offices through 
the day. 6 

Exclufive of the Koran, and a book or two of commentaries thereon, the fchool- 
mafter poffeffed a variety of manufcripts, which had partly been purchafed from the 
trading Moors, and partly borrowed from bufhreens in the neighbourhood, and copied 
with great care. Other manufcripts had been produced to me at different places in the 
courfe of my journey j and on recounting thofe I had before feen, and thofe which 
were now fhewn to me, and interrogating the fchoolmafter on the fubjetf, I dis¬ 
covered that the negroes are in poffeffion (auiong others) of an Arabic verfion of 
the Pentateuch of Mofes, which they call Taureta la Moofa. This is fo highly 
efteemed that it is often fold for the value of one prime Have. They have like wife a 
verfion ofthePfalms of David (Zabora Dawidi ); and, laftly, the book of Ifaiah, 
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which they call Lingeeli la If a, and it is in very high efteem. I fufpeCt, indeed, that 
in all thefe copies, there are interpolations of fome of the peculiar tenets of Mahomet, 
for I could diftinguifh in many paffages the name of the prophet. It is poflible, how¬ 
ever, that this circumftance might otherwife have been accounted for, if my knowledge 
of the Arabic had been more extenfive. By means of thofe books, many of the con¬ 
verted Negroes have acquired an acquaintance with fome of the remarkable events 
recorded in the Old Teftament. The account of our firft parents; the death of Abel; 
the deluge ; the lives of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob ; the ftory of Jofeph and his bre¬ 
thren ; the hiftory of Mofes, David, Solomon, &c. All thefe have been related to 
me in the Mandingo language, with tolerable exactnefs, by different people j and my 
furprife was not greater on hearing thefe accounts from the lips of the Negroes, than 
theirs, on finding that I was already acquainted with them ; for although the Negroes 
in general have a very great idea of the wealth and power of the Europeans, I am afraid 
that the Mahomedan converts among them think but very lightly of our fuperior attain¬ 
ments in religious knowledge. The white traders in the maritime diftriCts take no pains 
to counteract this unhappy prejudice; always performing their own devotions in 
fecret, and feldom condefcending to converfe with the Negroes in a friendly and 
inftructive manner. To me, therefore, it was not fo much the fubjeCt of wonder 
as matter of regret, to obferve, that while the fuperftition of Mahomet has, in this 
manner, fcattered a few faint beams of learning among thefe poor people, the pre¬ 
cious light' of Chriftianity is altogether excluded. I could not but lament, that 
although the coal! of Africa has now been known and frequented by the Europeans 
For more than two hundred years, yet the Negroes Hill remain entire ftrangers to the 
doftrines of our holy religion. We are anxious to draw from obfcurity the opinions 
and records of antiquity, the beauties of Arabian and Afiatic literature, &c.; but 
while our libraries are thus ftored with the learning of various countries, we diftribute 
with a parfimonious hand the bleffings of religious truth to the benighted nations of 
the earth. The natives of Afia derive but little advantage in this refpeCl from an in- 
tercourfe with us; and even the poor Africans, whom we affeCt to confider as barba¬ 
rians, look upon us, I fear, as little better than a race of formidable but ignorant 
heathens. When I produced Richardfon’s Arabic grammar to fome flatees on the 
Gambia, they were aftonilhed to think that any European fhould underftand and write 
the facred language of their religion. At firft they fufpeCted that it might have 
been written by fome of the flaves carried from the coaft; but on a clofer examina¬ 
tion, they were fatisfied that no bufhreen could write fuch beautiful Arabic; and one 
of them offered to give me an afs, and fixteen bars of goods, if I would part with the 
book. Perhaps, a fhort and eafy introduction to Chriftianity, fuch as is found 
in fome of the catechifms for children, elegantly printed in Arabic, and diftributed 
on different parts of the coaft, might have a wonderful effeCt. The expence would 
be but trifling; curiofity would induce many to read it; and the evident fuperiority 
which it would poflefs over their prefent manufcripts, both in point of elegance and 
cheapnefs, might at laft obtain it a place among the fchool-books of Africa. 

The reflections which I have thus ventured to fubmit to my readers on this important 
fubjeCt, naturally fuggefted themfelves to my mind on perceiving the encouragement 
which was thus given to learning (fuch as it is) in many parts of Africa. I have 
obferved, that the pupils at Kamalia were moft of them the children of Pagans; 
their parents, therefore, could have had no predilection for the doCtrines of Ma¬ 
homet. Their aim was their children’s improvement; and if a more enlightened 
fyftem had prefen ted itfelf, it would probably have been preferred. The children, 
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too, wanted not a fpirit of emulation; which it is the aim of the tutor to encou¬ 
rage. When any one of them has read through the Koran, and performed a cer¬ 
tain number of public prayers, a feaft is prepared by the fchoolmafter, and the 
fcholar undergoes an examination, or (in European terms) takes out bis degree . !• 

attended at three different inaugurations of this fort, and heard with pleafure, the 
diftinft and intelligent anfwers which the fcholars frequently gave to the bulhreens, 
who affembled on thofe occafions, and afted as examiners. When the bulhreens 
had fatisfied themielves refpefting the learning and abilities of the fcholar, the lalt 
page of the Koran was put into his hand, and he was delired to read it aloud : after 
the boy had finilhed this leffon, he preffed the paper again ft his forehead, and pro¬ 
nounced the word Amen ; upon which all the bulhreens rofe, and lhaking him cor¬ 
dially by the hand, bellowed upon hitn the title of bulhreen. 

When a fcholar has undergone this examination, his parents are informed that he 
has completed his education, and that it is incumbent on them to redeem their fon, 
by giving to the fchoolmafter a Have, or the price of a Have in exchange j which is 
always done, if the parents can afford to do it; if not, the boy remains the domeftic 
Have of the fchoolmafter until he can, by his own induftry, collect goods fufficient to 
ranfom himfelf. 

About a week after the departure of Karfa, three Moors arrived at Kamalia with 
a confiderable quantity of fait, and other merchandize, which they had obtained 
on credit, from a merchant of Fezzan, who had lately arrived at Kancaba. Their 
engagement was to pay him his price when the goods were fold, which they expected 
would be in the courfe of a month. Being rigid bulhreens, they were accommo¬ 
dated with two of Karfa’s huts, and fold their goods to very great advantage. 

On the 24th of January, Karfa returned to Kamalia with a number of people, and 
thirteen prime Haves, which he had purchafed. He likewife brought with him a 
young girl whom he had married at Kancaba, as his fourth wife, and had given her 
parents three prime Haves for her. She was kindly received at the door of the baloon 
by Karfa 3 s other wives, who conducted their new acquaintance and co-partner into 
one of the beft huts, which they had caufed to be fwept and white-waft]ed, on pur- 
pofe to receive her.* 

My clothes were by this time become fo very ragged, that I was altnoft alhamed to 
appear out of doors; but Karfa, on the day after his arrival, generoufly prefented 
me with fuch a garment and trowfers, as are commonly worn in the country. 

"I he Haves which Karfa had brought with him were all of them prifoners of war; 
they had been taken by the Bambarran army in the kingdoms of Waffela and Kaarta, 
and carried to Sego, where fome of them had remained three years in irons. From 
bego they were fent^, in company with a number of other captives, up the Niger in 
two large canoes, and offered for fale at Yamina, Bammakoo, and Kancaba 5 at 
which places the greater number of the captives were bartered for gold-duft, and 
the remainder font forward to Kankaree, 

Eleven of them confeffed to me that they had been Haves from their infancy j but 
the other two refufed to give any account of their former condition. They were all 
^ery inquifitive; but they viewed me ac firft with looks of horror, and repeatedly 
aiked if my countrymen were cannibals, T. hey were very dcitrous to know what 

* The Negroes whittM-va/h their huts with a mature of bone-aihes and water, to which h cornmnnlv 
added a little gum- 
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became of the flaves after they had croffed the falt-water. I told them, that they were 
employed in cultivating the land; but they would not believe me ; and one of them* 
putting his hand upon the ground 5 faid with great fimplicity, « Have you really got 
« fuch ground as this to fet your feet upon?” A deeply-rooted idea that the whites 
purchafe Negroes for the purpofe of devouring them, or of felling them to others, 
that they may be devoured hereafter, naturally makes the flaves contemplate a iourney 
towards the coaft with great terror ; infomuch that the flatees are forced to keep them 
conftanrly in irons, and watch them very clofely to prevent their efcape. They are 
commonly fecured, by putting the right leg of one, and the left of another, into the 
lame pair of fetters. By fupportmg the fetters with a firing, they can walk, though 
very flowly. Every four flaves are Jikewife faftened together by the necks, with a 
ftrong rope of twilled thongs > and in the night an additional pair of fetters is put on 
their hands-, and fometimes a light iron chain paffed round their necks. 

Such ot them as evince marks oi difcontent are fecured in a different manner. A 
thick billet of wood is cut about three feet Iong 3 and a fmooth notch being made upon 
one fide of it, the ankle of the Have is bolted to the fmooth part by means of a ftrong 
■ton Itaple^ one P ron g of which paffeson each fide of the ankle. All thefe fetters 
and boks are made from native iron; in the prefent cafe they were put on by the 
biackfmuh as foon as the flaves arrived from Kancaba, and were not taken off until 
the morning on which the cofRe departed for Gambia. 

In other refpefts, the treatment of the flaves during their ftay at Kamalia, was 
“‘ om being harfli or cruel. They were led out in their fetters every morning, to 
the made of the tamarind tree, where they were encouraged to play at games of hazard, 
and fing diverting fongs, to keep up their fpirits ; for though feme of them fuftained 
the hardflups of their fituation with amazing fortitude, the greater part were very 
much dejeaed, and would fit all day in a fort of fallen melancholy, with their eyes 
fixed upon the ground. _ In the evening, their irons were examined, and their hand- 
fetters put on; after which they were conduaed into two large huts, where they 
were guarded during the night by Karfa’s domeftic flaves. But notwithftanding all 
tins, about a week after their arrival, one of the flaves had the addrefs to procure a 
imaU knife, with which he opened the rings of his fetters, cut the rope, and made 
his efcape: more of them would probably have got off, had they afiifted each other; 
but the nave no fooner found himfelf at liberty, than he refufed to flop and aflift in 
breaking the chain which was faftened round the necks of his companions. 

As all the flatees and flaves belonging to the coffle were now affembled, either at 
Kamalia, or fomeof the neighbouring villages, it might have been expe&ed that we 
faould have fet out immediately for Gambia ; but though the day of our departure 
was frequently fixed, it was always found expedient to change it Some of the people 
had not prepared their dry provifions; others had gone to vifit their relations, or col left 
iome trifling debts; and, laft of all, it was neceffary to confult whether the day 
would be a lucky one. On account of one of thefe, or other fuch caufes, our 
departure uas'put off, day after day, until the month of February was far advanced; 
after which all the flatees agreed to remain in their prefent quarters, until the faft- 
moon was ever. And here I may remark, that lofs of time is an obi eft of no great 
importance m the eyes of a Negro. If he has any thing of confequence to perform, 
it is a matter of indifference to him whether he does it to-day or to-morrow, or a 
month or two hence: fo long as he can fpend the prefent moment with any desrree of 
comfort, he gives himfelf very little concern about the future. 
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The fall of Rhamadan was obferved with great ftriftnels, by all the bulhreens; but,, 
inftead of compelling me to follow their example, as the Moors did on a fimilar 
occafion, Karfa frankly told me that I was at liberty to purfue my own inclination. 
In order, however, to manifeft a refpeft for their religious opinions, I voluntarily 
fafted three days, which was thought fufficient to fcreen me from the reproachful 
epithet of kafir. During the faft, all the flatees belonging to the coffle affembled 
every morning in Karfa’s houfe, where the fchoolmafter read to them fome religious 
leffons, from a large folio volume, the author of which was an Arab, of the name of 
Sheiffa. In the evening, fuch of the women as had embraced Mahomedanifm affembled, 
and faid their prayers publicly at the Mifura. They were all dreffed in white, and 
went through the different proftrations, prescribed by their religion, with becoming 
folemnity. Indeed, during the whole faft of Rhamadan, the Negroes behaved 
themfelves with the greateft meeknefs and humility; forming a ftriking contrail to 
the favage intolerance and brutal bigotry, which at this period characterife the Moors. 

When the firfl month was almoft at an end, the Bulhreens affembled at the 
Mifura, to watch for the appearance of the new moon; but the evening being rather 
cloudy, they were for fome time difappointed, and a number of them had gone 
home with a refolution to faft another day, when on a fudden this delightful objeft 
fliowed her lharp horns from behind a cloud, and was welcomed with the clapping 
of hands, beating of drums, firing mulkets, and other marks of rejoicing. As this 
moon is reckoned extremely lucky, Karfa gave orders that all the people belonging 
to the coffle fhould immediately pack up their dry provifions, and hold themfelves in 
readinefs; and on the 16th of April, the Slatees held a confultation, and fixed on the 
19th of the fame month, as the day on which the coffle fhould depart from Kamalia. 
This refolution freed me from much uneafinefs; for our departure had already been 
fo long deferred, that I was apprehenfive it might Hill be put off until the commence¬ 
ment of the rainy feafon; and although Karfa behaved towards me with tHe greateft: 
kindnefs, I found my fituation very unpleafant. The flatees were unfriendly to 
me; and the trading Moors, who were at this time at Kamalia, continued to plot 
mifchief againft me, from the firfl: day of their arrival. Under thefe circumftances, 
I reflected, that my life in a great meafure depended on the good opinion of an 
individual, who was daily hearing malicious llories concerning the Europeans; and 
I could hardly expert that he would always judge with impartiality between me and 
his countrymen. Time had, indeed, reconciled me, in fome degree, to their mode 
of life; and a fmoky hut, or a fcanty fupper, gave me no great uneafinefs; but I 
became at laft wearied out with a conftant Hate of alarm and anxiety, and felt a 
painful longing for the manifold bleffings of civilized fociety. 

On the morning of the 17 th, a circumftance occurred, which wrought a confider- 
able change in my favour. The three trading Moors who had lodged under Karfa’s 
protection, ever fince their arrival at Kamalia, and had gained the efteem of 
all the bulhreens, by an appearance of great fanCtity, fuddenly packed up then- 
effects, and, without once thanking Karfa for his kindnefs towards them, marched 
over the hills to Bala. Every one was aftonifhed at this unexpected removal; but 
the affair was cleared up in the evening, by the arrival of the Fezzan merchant from 
Kancaba (mentioned in p. 894.); who affured Karfa, that thefe Moors had bor¬ 
rowed all their fait and goods from him, and had fent for him to come to Kamalia, 
and receive payment. When he was told that they had fled to the weftward, he 
wiped a tear from each eye with the fleeve of his cloak, and exclaimed, “ Thefe Jfair- 
(t rukas (robbers) are Mahomedans, but they are not men ; they have robbed ine of 
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u two hundred minkalIies. M From this merchant, I received information of the capture 
of our Mediterranean convoy by the French, in October 1795* 

April 9th, The long wifhed-for day of our departure was at length arrived : 
and the flatees, having taken the irons from their flaves, affembled with them at the 
door of Karfa's houfe, where the bundles were all tied up, and every one had his 
load affigned him. The coffle, on its departure from Kainalia, confifted of twenty* 
feven flaves for fale, the property of Karfa and four other flatees j but we were after¬ 
wards joined by five at Maraboo, and three at Bala ^ making in all thirty-five flaves. 
The free men were fourteen in number, but moft of them had one or two wives 
and fome domeftic flaves, and the fchoolmafter, who was now upon his return for 
Woradoo, the place of his nativity, took with him eight of his fcholars, fo that the 
number of free people and domeftic flaves amounted to thirty-eight, and the whole 
amount of the coffle w r as feventy-three. Among the freemen were fix Jilli keas 
(finging men), whofe mufical talents were frequently exerted, either to divert our fa¬ 
tigue, or obtain us a welcome from ftrangers. When we departed from Kamalia, we 
were followed for about half a mile by moft of the inhabitants of the town, fome of 
them crying, and others fhaking hands with their relations, who were now about to leave 
them 1 and when we had gained a piece of rifing ground, from which we^ had a view 
of Kamalia, all the people belonging to the coffle were ordered to fit dow n in one place, 
with their faces towards the weft, and the towns-people were defired to fit down in anothei 
place, with their faces towards Kamalia, In this fituation, the fchoolmafter, with two of 
the principal flatees, having taken their places between the two parties, pronounced a long 
and folemn prayer \ after which, they walked three times round the coffle, making an irn- 
prefiion in the ground with the ends of their fpears, and muttering foniething by way 
of charm. When this ceremony was ended, all the people belonging to the coffle 
fprang up, and without taking a formal farewell of their friends, fet forwards. As 
many of the flaves had remained for years in irons, the fudden exertion of walk* 
fug quick, with heavy loads upon their heads, occafioned fpafmodic contiadtions 
of their legs, and we had not proceeded above a mile, before it was found neceflary 
to take two of them from the rope, and allow them to walk more flc^idy until we 
reached Maraboo, a walled village, where fome people were waiting £0 join the coffle. 
Here we ft opt about two hours, to allow the ft rangers time to pack up their pro- 
vifions, and then^continued our rout to Bala, which town we reached about four in 
the afternoon. The inhabitants of Bala, at this feafon of the year, fubfift chiefly on 
fifh, which they take in great plenty from the ft reams in the neighbourhood. We re¬ 
mained here until the afternoon of the next day, the 20th, when we pioceeded to Wo- 
rumbang, the frontier village of Manding, towards Jallonkadoo. As we proposed 
jfhortly to enter the Jallonka Wildernefs, the people of this village furnifhed us with 
great plenty of provifions 5 and on the morning of the 21ft we entered the woods 
to the weftward of Worumbang. After having travelled fome little way, a confulta- 
tion was held, whether we fliould continue our route through the Wddernefs, or 
fave one day's provifions by going to Kinytakooro, a town in Jallonkadoo. After de¬ 
bating the mafter for fome time, it was agreed that we fliould take the road for 
Kinytakooro; but as that town was a long day's journey diftant, it was neceflary to 
take fome refrefhment. Accordingly every perfon opened his provifion-bag, and 
brought a handful or two of meal, to the place where Karfa and the flatees were fit¬ 
ting. ^ When every one had brought his quota, and the whole was properly arranged 
in final I gourd ftiells, the fchoolmafter offered up a fhort prayer; the lubftance of which 
was, that God and the holy Prophet might preferve us from robbers and all bad people, 
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that our provifions might never fail us, nor our limbs become fatigued. This ceremony- 
being ended, every one partook of the meal, and drank a little water ; after which we 
fet forward (rather running than walking), until we came to the river Kokoro, a 
branch of the Senegal, where we halted about ten minutes. The banks of this river 
are very high, and from the grafs and brufliwood which had been left by the ftream, 
it was evident that at this place the water had rifen more than twenty feet perpendicu¬ 
lar, during the rainy feafon. At this time it was only a ftnall ftream fuch as would 
turn a mill, fwarming with filh ; and on account of the number of crocodiles, and the 
danger of being carried paft the ford by the force of the ftream in the rainy fea¬ 
fon, it is called Kokoro (^dangerous). From this place we continued to travel with the 
greateft expedition, and in the afternoon crofted two fmall branches of the Kokoro. 
About funfet we came in fight of Kinytakooro, a confiderabie town, nearly fquare, 
fituated in the middle of a large and well cultivated piain: before we entered the 
town, we halted, until the people who had fallen behind, came up. During this day's 
travel, two flaves, a woman and a girl belonging to a flatee of Bala, were fo much 
fatigued that they could not keep up with the coffle; they were feverely whipped, and 
dragged along until about three o'clock in the afternoon, when they were both affected 
with vomiting, by which it was difcovered that they had eaten clay. This praftice is 
by no means uncommon amongft the Negroes; but whether it arifes from a vitiated 
appetite, or from a fettled intention to deftroy themfelves, I cannot affirm. They were 
permitted to lie down in the woods, and three people remained with them until they 
had relied themfelves ; but they did not arrive at the town until paft midnight j and 
were then fo much exhaufted, that the flatee gave up all thoughts of taking them acrofs 
the woods in their prefent condition, and determined to return with them to Bala, and 
wait for another opportunity. 

As this was the firft town beyond the limits of Manding, greater etiquette than 
ufual was obferved. Every perfon was ordered to keep in his proper llation, and 
we marched towards the town, in a fort of procefiion, nearly as follows:—In front, five 
or fix finging men, all of them belonging to the coffle; thefe were followed by the 
other free people; then came the flaves fattened in the ufual way by a rope round 
their necks, four of them to a rope, and a man with a ipear between each four; after 
them came the domeftic flaves, and in the rear the women of free condition, wives of 
the flatees, &c. In this manner we proceeded until we came within a hundred 
yards of the gate, when the finging. men began a loud fong, well calculated to flatter 
the. vanity of the inhabitants, by extolling their known hofpitaiity to ftrangers, and 
their particular friendfhip for the Mandingoes. When we entered the town, we pro¬ 
ceeded to the bentang, where the people gathered round us to hear our dentegi (hif- 
tory ); this was related publicly by two of the finging men j they enumerated every 
little circumftance which had happened to the coffle; beginning with the events of 
the prefent day, and relating every thing, in a backward feries, until they reached Ka- 
malia. When this hiftory was ended, the mailer of the town gave them a fmall pre¬ 
fent ; and all the people of the coffle, both free and enflaved, were invited by fome per¬ 
fon or other, and accommodated with lodging and provifions for the night. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. — The Coffle erodes the-Jallonka Wildernefs. — Miferable Fate of one of 
the female Slaws ; — arrives at Soofeeta ; proceeds to Manna. — Some Account 
of the Jallonkas. — Crojfes the main Stream of the Senegal. — Bridge of a Jingular 
Gonfirutlion. — Arrhes at Malacotta. — Remarkable Conduct of the King of the 
Jaloft. 

WE continued at Kinytakooro until noon of the 216. of April, when we removed to a 
village about feven miles to the weftward; the inhabitants of which being apprehen- 
five of hoftilities from the fouiahs of Fooladoo, were at this time employed in con- 
ftructing fmall temporary huts among the rocks, on the fide of a high hill clofe to the 
village. The fituation was alrnofl impregnable, being every where furrounded with 
high precipices, except on the eaftern fide, where the natives had left a pathway 
fuflicient to allow one perfon at a time to afeend. Upon the brow of the hill, imme¬ 
diately over this path, l obferved feveral heaps of large loofe Hones, which the people 
told me were intended to be thrown down upon the fouiahs, if they fliould attempt 
the hill. 

At day-break, on the 23d, we departed from this village, and entered the Jallonka 
wildernefs. We palfed, in the courfe of the morning, the ruins of two fmall towns, 
which had lately been burnt by the fouiahs. The fire muft have been very intenfe ; 
for I obferved that the walls of many of the huts were flightly vitrified, and appeared 
at a diftance as if covered with a red varnilh. About ten o'clock we came to the 
river Wonda, which is fomewhat larger than the river Kokoro; but the ftream was 
at this time rather muddy, which Karfa affured me was occafioned by amazing 
fhoals of fifh. They were indeed feen in all directions, and in fuch abundance, that 
I fancied the water itfelf tailed and fmelt filhy. As foon as we had eroded the river, 
Karfa gave orders that all the people of the coffle fliould in future keep clofe together, 
and travel in their proper ftation; the guides and young men were accordingly 
placed hi the van, the women and Haves in the centre, and the freemen in the rear. 
In this order, we travelled with uncommon expedition through a woody, but beautiful 
country, interfperfed with a pleafing variety of hill and dale, and abounding with par¬ 
tridges, guinea-fowls, and deer, until funfet; when we arrived at a moll romantic 
ftream called Co-meifiang. My arms and neck having been expofed to the fun during 
the whole day, and irritated by the rubbing of my drefs in walking, were now very 
much inflamed and covered with blifters; and 1 was happy to embrace the oppor¬ 
tunity, while the coffle refted on the bank of this river, to bathe myfelf in the ftream. 
This pradice, together with the cool of the evening, much diminifhed the inflamma¬ 
tion. About three miles to the weftward of the Co-meiflang we halted in a thick 
wood, and kindled our fires for the night. . We were all by this time very much 
fatigued ; having, as 1 judged, travelled this day thirty miles} but no perfect was heard 
to complain. Whilft iupper was preparing, Karfa made one of the flaves break feme 
branches from the trees for my bed. When we had finilhed our fupper of koufleous, 
moiftened with feme boiling water, and pm the flaves in irons, we all lay down to 
fleep ; but we were frequently difturbed in the night by the howling of wild beafts ; 
and we found the fmall brown ants very troublefome. 

April 24th. Before day-break the buflireens faid their morning prayers, and moft 
of the free people drank a little moening (a fort of gruel), part of which was likewife 
given to fuch of the flaves as appeared lead able to fuftain the fatigues of the day. 
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One of Karfa’s female flaves was very fulky, and when fome gruel was offered to her, 
fhe refufed to drink it. As foon as day dawned we fet out, and travelled the whole 
morning over a wild and rocky country, by which my feet were very much bruifed ; 
and I was fadly apprt-henfive that I fliould not be able to keep up with the colfle during 
the day; but I was in a great meafure relieved from this anxiety, when I obferved 
that others were more exhaufted than myfelf. In particular the woman Have who 
had refufed visuals in the morning, began now to lag behind, and complain dreadfully 
of pains in her legs. Her load was taken from her, and given to another Have, and 
flie was ordered to keep in the front of the coffle. About eleven o’clock, as we were 
refting by a fmall rivulet, fome of the people difcovered a hive of bees in a hollow tree, 
and they were proceeding to obtain the honey, when the largefl fwarm I ever beheld 1 
flew out, and attacking the people of the coffle, made us fly in all directions. I 
took the alarm firff, and I believe was the only perfon who efcaped with impunity. 
■When our enemies thought fit to defift from purfuing us, and every perfon was 
employed in picking out the flings he had received, it was difcovered that the poor 
woman abovementioned, whofe name was Nealee, was not come up ; and as many of 
the flaves in their retreat had left their bundles behind them, it became neceifary 
for fome perfons to return, and bring them. In order to do this with fafety fire was 
fet to the grafs, a confiderable way to the eaftward of the hive, and the wind drivin- 
the fire funoufly along, the party pulhed-through the fmoke, and recovered the 
bundles. They hkewife brought with them poor Nealee, whom they found lying bv 
the rivulet. She was very much exhaufted, and had crept to the ftream in hopes to 
defend herfelf from the bees by throwing water over her body, but this proved 
ineffectual ; lor lhe was flung in the moll dreadful manner. 

When the flatees had picked out the flings as far as they could, lhe was waflied 
with water and then rubbed with bruifed leaves; but the wretched woman obfti- 
nately refufed to proceed any farther; declaring that lhe would rather die than walk 
ano her ftep. As entreaties and threats were ufed in vain, the whib was at length 
applied: and after bearing patiently a few ftrokes, fhe ftarted up, and walked with 
tolerable expedition for four or five hours longer, when fhe made an attempt to run 
away from the coffle, but was fo very weak, that fhe Fell down in the grafs. 1 Though 
lhe was unable to rife, the whip was a feccmd time applied, but without effeft ■ nJL 
which Karfa defired two of the flatees to place her upon the afs which carried our 
dry provifions; but fhe could not fit ereft; and the afs being very refraftorv it was 
found impoffible to carry her forward in that manner. The flatees however were 
umM ling to abandon her, the day’s journey being nearly ended : they therefore made 
k/T of barabo °. canes » upon which fhe was placed, and tied on it with flips of 

his ht - e f r jy as car " ed u P on the heads of two flaves, one walking before the other 
and they were followed by two others, who relieved them occafionally. In this manner 
the woman was carried forward until it was dark, when we reached a ftre-im if ' 

“ *? *? of a high hill called Gankaran-Koora, and 2 ? 

and let about preparing our flipper. As we had eat only one handful of meal fmre 
he preeeduig night, and towelled all day in a hot fun, many of the flaves who had 
loads upon their heads, were very much fatigued * and fome nf a r , . 
Jngers, which among the Negroes is a fure fign of defperation The fl a ^ ‘ ^ 
diately put them all in irons. b and fuch of the® as had eS fens ^f ^fdrf Z 

dency were kept apart from the reft, and had their hands tied I„ A e moraine fc 
were found greatly recovered. 11 n< " mornJn o tne y 
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April 25 th. At day-break poor Nealee was awakened ; but her limbs were now 
become fo ftiff and painful, that fiie could neither walk nor Hand ; file was therefore 
lifted, like a corpfe, upon the back of the afs ; and the flatees endeavoured to fecure 
her in that fituation, by faftening her hands together under the afs’s neck and her feet 
under the belly, with long flips of bark; but the afs was fo very unruly that no fort of 
treatment could induce him to proceed with his load j and as Nealee made no exertion 
to prevent herfelf from falling, ftie was quickly thrown off, and had one of her legs 
much bruifed. Every attempt to carry her forward being thus found ineffectual, the 
general cry of the coffle was, kang-tegi, kang-tegi, *' cut her throat, cut her throat 
an operation I did not with to fee performed, and therefore marched onwards with 
the foreinoft of the coffle. I had not walked above a mile when one of Karfa’s domeftic 
Haves came up to me, with poor Nealee’s garment upon the end of his bow, and ex¬ 
claimed Nealee affeeleeta (Nealee is loft). I alked him whether the flatees had given 
him the garment as a reward for cutting her throat; he replied, that Karfa and 
the fchoolmafter would not confent to that meafure, but had left her on the 
road, where undoubtedly ftie foon perifhed, and was probably devoured by wild 
beafts. 

The fad fate of this wretched woman, notwithftanding the outcry before men¬ 
tioned, made a ftrong impreffion on the minds of the whole coffle, and the fchool¬ 
mafter failed the whole of the enfuing day, in confequence of it. We proceeded in 
deep filence, and foon afterward croffed the river Eurkoomah, which was about as 
large as the river Wonda. We now travelled with great expedition, every one being 
apprehenfive he might otherwife meet with the fate of poor Nealee. It was how¬ 
ever with great difficulty that I could keep up, although I threw away my fpear, and 
every thing that could in the leaft obftruft me. About noon we faw a large herd of 
elephants, but they fuffered us to pafs unmolefted, and in the evening we halted near a 
thicket of bamboo, but found no water; fo that we were forced to proceed four miles 
farther, to a fmall ftream, where we ftopt for the night. We had marched this day, as 
I judged, about twenty-fix miles. 

April 26th. This morning two of the fchoolmafter’s pupils complained much of 
pains in their legs, and one of the ilaves walked lame, the foies of his feet being very 
much bliltered and inflamed ; we proceeded, notwithftanding, and about eleven o’clock 
began to afeend a rocky hill called Boki-Kooro, and it was paft two in the afternoon 
before we reached the level ground on the other fide. This was the moll rocky road 
we had yet encountered, and it hurt our feet much. In a Ihort time we arrived at a 
pretty large river, called Boki, which we forded: it ran finooth and clear, over a bed 
of whinftone. About a mile to the weftward of the river, we came to a road which 
leads to the north-eaft towards Gadou, and feeing the marks of many horfes’ feet upon 
the foft fand, the flatees conjectured that a party of plunderers had lately rode that 
way, to fall upon fome town of Gadou ; and left they Ihould difeover, upon their 
return, that we had paffed, and attempt to purfue us by the marks of our feet, the coffle 
was ordered to difperfe, and travel in a loofe manner through the high grafs and bullies. 
A little before it was dark, having croffed the ridge of hills to the weftward of the 
river Boki, we came to a well called cullong qtu (white fand well), and here we relied 
for the night. 

April 27th. We departed from the well early in the morning, and walked on, with 
the greateft alacrity, in hopes of reaching a town before night. The road, during the 
forenoon, led through extenfive thickets of dry bamboos. About two o’clock we came 
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.to aftream called Nunkolo, where we were each of us regaled with a handful of meal, 
which, according to a fuperllitiouscuftoni, was not to be eaten until it was firft moiftened 
with water from this ftream. About four o’clock we reached Soofeeta, a fmall 
Jallonka village, fituated in the diftricl of K.ullo, which comprehends all that traft of 
country lying along the banks of the Black river, or main branch of the Senegal. 
Thefe were the firft human habitations we had feen fince we left the village to the weft- 
ward of Kinytakooro; having travelled in the courle of the laft five days upwards of 
one hundred miles. Here, after a, great deal of entreaty, we were provided with 
huts to fleep in ; but the mailer of' the village plainly fold us that he could not give 
us any provifions, as there had lately been a great fcarcity in this part of the country. 
He allured us, that before they had gathered in their prefent crops, the whole inhabitant? 
of Kullo had been for twenty-nine days without tailing corn ; during which time, they 
fupported thenifelves entirely upon the yellow powder which is found in the pods of 
the fo called by the natives, a fpecies of inimofa j and upon the feeds of the 

bamboo cane, which when properly pounded and dreffed, tafte very much like rice. 
As our dry provifions were not yet exhaufted, a cotifiderable quantity of koufkous was 
dreffed for fupper, and many of the villagers were invited to take part of the repaft ; 
but they made a very bad return for this kindnefs; for in the night they feized upon 
one of the fchoolinafter’s boys, who had fallen afieep under the Ben tang tree, and 
carried him away. The boy fortunately awoke before he was far from the village, and 
fetting up a loud (cream, the man who carried him, put his hand upon his mouth, and 
ran with him into the woods: but afterward underftanding that he belonged to the 
fchoolmafter, whofe place of refidenee is only three days journey diftant, he thought, 
I fuppofe, that he could not retain him as a Have without the fchoolmafter’s knowledge j 
and therefore ftripped off the boy’s clothes and permitted him to return. 

April 28th. Early in the morning we departed from Soofeeta, and about ten o’clock 
came to an unwalled town called Manna ; the inhabitants of which were employed in 
collecting the fruit of the nitta trees, which are very numerous in this neighbourhood. 
The pods are long and narrow, and contain a few black feeds enveloped in the fine 
mealy powder before mentioned j the meal itfelf is of a bright yellow colour refem- 
bling the flour of fulphur, and has a fweet mucilaginous tafte: when eaten by itfelf it 
is clammy, but when mixed with milk or water, it conftitutes a very pleafant and nou- 
rilhing article of diet. 

The language of the people of Manna is the fame that is fpoken of all over that ex- 
tenfive and hilly country called Jallonkadoo. Some of the words have a great affinity 
to the Mandingo, but the natives themfeives confider it as a diflinft language: then- 
numerals are thefe. 


One 

- Kidding. 

Two 

- Fidding* 

Three 

- Sarra * 

Four 

- ■ NanL 

Five 

-- Soolo* 

six 

—— Sent, 

Seven 

- Sooh ma jidding* 

Eight 

- Sooh ma farra * 

Nine 

-* Sooh ma nani . 

Ten 

Nuf. 
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The Jallonkas, like the Mandingoes, are governed by a number of petty chiefs, who 
are, in a great meafure, independent of each other; they have no common fovereign ; 
and the chiefs are feldom upon fuch terms of friend (hip as to aflift each other, even in 
war time. The chief of Manna, with a number of his people, accompanied us to 
the banks of the Bafing, or Black River (a principal branch of the Senegal), which we 
crofled upon a bridge of bamboos, of a very fingular conftru&ion. The river at this 
place is fmooth and deep, and has very little current. Two tall trees, when tied to¬ 
gether by the tops, are fufficiently long to reach from one fide to the other ; the roots 
retting upon the rocks, and the tops floating in the water. When a few trees have 
been placed in this direction, they are covered with dry bamboos, fo as to form a float¬ 
ing bridge, with a doping gangway at each end, where the trees reft upon the rocks. 
This bridge is carried away every year by the fwelling of the river in the rainy feafon, 
and is conftantly rebuilt by the inhabitants of Manna, who, on that account, expert a 
fmall tribute from every paflenger. 

In the afternoon we patted feveral villages, at none of which could we procure a 
lodging; and in the twilight we received information that two hundred Jallonkas had 
affembied near a town called Melo, with a view to plunder the coffle. This induced us 
to alter our courfe, and we travelled with great fecrecy until midnight, when we ap¬ 
proached a town called Koba. Before we entered the town, the names of all the 
people belonging to the coffle were called over, and a freeman and three {laves were 
found to be miffing. Every perfon immediately concluded that the (laves had mur¬ 
dered the freeman, and made their efcape. It was therefore agreed that fix people 
ftiould go back as far as the laft village, and endeavour to find his body, or collect 
fome information concerning the (laves. In the mean time the coffle was ordered to 
lie concealed in a cotton field near a large nitta tree, and nobody to fpeak except 
in a whifper. It was towards morning before the fix men returned, having heard 
nothing of the man or the (laves. As none of us had tatted viftuals for the laft twenty- 
four hours, it was agreed that we (hould go into Koba, and endeavour to procure fome 
provifians. We accordingly entered the town before it was quite day, and Karfa pur- 
chafed from the chief man, for three firings of beads, a confiderable quantity of ground 
nuts, which we roafted and eat for breakfaft; we were afterwards provided with huts, 
and retted here for the day. 

About eleven o’clock, to our great joy and furprife, the freeman and (laves, who 
had parted from the coffle the preceding night, entered the town. One of the Haves, 
it feems, had hurt his foot, and the night being very dark, they foon loft fight of the 
coffle. The freeman, as foon as he found himfelf alone with the (laves, was aware of 
his own danger, and infilled on putting them in irons. The (laves were at firft rather 
unwilling to fubmit, but when he threatened to (tab them one by one with his fpear, 
they made no further refiftance; and he remained with them among the buJhes until 
morning, when he let them out of irons, and came to the town in hopes of hearing 
which route the coffle had taken. The information that we received concerning the 
Jallonkas, who intended to rob the coffle, was this day confirmed, and we were forced to 
remain here until the afternoon of the 30th : when Karfa hired a number of people to 
protect us, and we proceeded to a village called Tinkingtang. Departing from this 
village on the day following, we crofled a high ridge of mountains to the weft of the 
Black River, and travelled over a rough ftony country until funfet, when we arrived 
at Lingicotta, a fmall village in the diftrifl of Woradoo. Here we (hook out the laft 
handful of meal from our dry provifion bags ; this being the fecond day ffince we 
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croffedthe Black River) that we had travelled from morning until night without tatting 
one morfel of food. 

May 2d. We departed from Lingicotta; but the Haves being very much Fatigued, 
we halted for the night at a village about nine miles to the weltward, and procured 
feme provifions through the interett of the fchoolmafter, who now lent forward a 
meffenger to Malacotta, his native town, to inform his friends of his arrival in the 
country, and to delire them to provide the neceffary quantity of victuals to entertain 
the coffle for two or three days. 

May 3d. We fet out for Malacotta, and about noon arrived at a village, near a con- 
liderable ftream of water which flows to the weftvvard; here we determined to flop 
for the return of the meffenger which had been fet to Malacotta the day before ; and 
as the natives affured me that there were no crocodiles in this ftream, I went and bathed 
myfelf. Very few people here can fwim; for they came in numbers to diffuade me 
from venturing into a pool, where they faid the water would come over my head. 
About two o’clock the meffenger returned from Malacotta ; and the fchoolmafter’s 
elder brother being impatient to fee him, came along with the meffenger to meet hi in 
at this village. The interview between the two brothers, who had not feen each other 
for nine years, was very natural and affecting. They fell upon each other’s neck, 
and it was fome time before either of them could fpeak. At length, when the 
fchoolmafter had a little recovered himfelf, he took his brother by the hand, and 
turning round, “ This is the man,” (faid he, pointing to Karfa) “ who has been my 
“ father in Manding; I would have pointed him out fooner to you, but my heart was 
“ too full.” 

We reached Malacotta in the evening, where we were well received. This is an 
unwalled town ; the huts for the molt part are made of fplit cane, twilled into a fort 
of wicker-work, and plaftered over with mud. Here we remained three days, and 
were each day prefented with a bullock from the fchoolmafter; we were likewife well 
entertained by the townfpeople, who appear to be very aftive and induftrious. They 
make very good fcap, by boiling ground nuts in water and then adding a ley of 
wood allies. They likewife manufafture excellent iron, which they carry to Bondou 
to barter for fait. A party of the townfpeople had lately returned from a trading 
expedition of this kind, and brought information concerning a war between Almami 
Abdulkader King of Foota Torra, and Darnel King of the JaloFFs. The events of 
this war foon became a favourite fubjeft with the fmging men, and the common 
topic of converfation in all the kingdoms bordering upon the Senegal and Gambia ; 
and as the account is fomewhat Angular, I fliall here abridge it for the reader’s informa¬ 
tion. The King of Foota Torra, inflamed with a zeal for propagating his religion, had 
fent anembaffy to Darnel. The ambaffador,on the occafion, was accompanied by two of 
the principal bulhreens, who carried each a large knife, fixed on the top of a long pole. 
As foon as he had procured adtniflion into the prefence of Darnel, and announced the 
pleafure of his fovereign, he ordered the bulhreens to prefent the emblems of his million. 
The two knives were accordingly laid before Darnel, and the auibaffador explained him¬ 
felf as follows: “ With this knife, (faid he) Abdulkader will condefcend to Ihave the 
“ head of Darnel, if Darnel will embrace the Mahomedan faith ; and with this other 
** knife, Abdulkader will cut the throat of Darnel, if Darnel refufes to embrace it: — 
“ take your choice.” Darnel coolly told the ambaffador that he had no choice to make: 
he neither chofe to have his head lhaved, nor his throat cut; and with this anfwer the 
ambaflador was civilly difiniffed. Abdulkader took his meafures accordingly, and 
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with a powerful army invaded Darnel’s country. The inhabitants of the towns and 
villages filled up their wells, deftroyed their provifions, carried off their effects, and 
abandoned their dwellings, as he approached. By this means he was led on from 
place to place, until he had advanced three days journey into the country of the 
Jaloffs. He had, indeed, met with no oppofitipn; but his army had fuffered fo 
much from the fcarcity of water, that feveral of his men had died by the way. This 
induced him to direct his march towards a watering place in the woods, where his 
men, having quenched their thirft, and being overcome with fatigue, lay down care- 
lefsly to fleep among the bulhes. In this iituation they were attacked by Darnel before 
daybreak, and completely routed. Many of them were trampled to death as they lay 
alleep, by the Jaloff horfes ; others were killed in attempting to make their efcape; 
and a ftill greater number were taken prifoners. Among the latter, was Abdulkader 
himfelf. This ambitious or rather frantic prince, who, but a month before had fent 
the threatening meffage to Darnel, was now himfelf led into his prefence, a miferable 
captive. The behaviour of Darnel on this occafion is never mentioned by the finging 
men but in terms of the higheft approbation; and it was indeed fo extraordinary in 
an African prince, that the reader may find it difficult to give credit to the recital. 
When his royal prifoner was brought before him in irons, and thrown upon the 
ground, the magnanimous Darnel, inftead of fetting his foot upon his neck, and 
{tabbing him with his fpear, according to cuftom in fucb cafes, addreffed him as fol¬ 
lows : “ Abdulkader, anfwer me this queftion. If the chance of war had placed me 
“ in your fituation, and you in mine, how would you have treated me?” “ I would 
** have thruft my fpear into your heart,” returned Abdulkader with great firmnefs ; 
“ and I know that a fimilar fate awaits me.” “ Not fo,” faid Darnel; “ my fpear is 
tc indeed red with the blood of your fubjefts killed in battle, and I could now give it 
“ it a deeper (lain, by dipping it in your own; but this would not build up my towns, 
“ nor bring to life the thoufands who fell in‘ the woods. I will not therefore kill you 
“ in cold blood, but I will retain you as my Have, until I perceive that your prefence 
“ in your own kingdom will be no longer dangerous to your neighbours; and then 
“ I will confider of the proper way of difpofing of you.” Abdulkader was accord¬ 
ingly retained, and worked as a flave for three months; at the end of which period 
Darnel liftened to the felicitations of the inhabitants of Foota Torra, and reftored to 
them their king. Strange as this ftory may appear, I have no doubt of the truth of 
it: it was told me at Malacotta by the Negroes; it was afterwards related to me by 
the Europeans on the Gambia; by fome of the French at Goree; and confirmed 
by nine Haves who were taken prifoners along with Abdulkader, by the watering 
place in the woods, and carried in the fame £hip with me to the Weft Indies. 

CHAP. XII.— The Caravan proceeds to Konkadoo, and croffcs the Faleme River; — 
its Arrival at Baniferile , Kirwani , and Tambacunda .— Incidents on the Road. — A 
Matrimonial Cafe. — The Caravan proceeds through many Towns and Villages, and 
arrives at length on the Banks of the Gambia ; pajfes through Medina , the Capital 
of Woolli ; and finally flops at Jindey .— The Author> accompanied by Karfal pro¬ 
ceeds to Pif ana. — Various Occurrences previous to his Departure from Africa. 

ON the 7th of May we departed from Malacotta, and having crofted the Ba lee , 
Honey river,” a branch of the Senegal, we arrived in the evening at a walled town, 
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called Bintingala; where we refled two days. From thence, m one day more, we 
proceeded to Dindikoo, a fmatl town fituated at the bottom of a high ridge of hUh. 
from which this diftria is named Konkadoo , “ the country of mountains. Hide hills 
are very produclive of gold. I was fhewn a fmall quantity of this metal, wnich had 
been lately colleaed: the grains were about the ufual fize, but much flatter than thole 
of Manding, and were found in white quartz, which had been broken to pieces by ham¬ 
mers. At this town I met with a Negro, whofe hair and fkm were of a dull white 
colour. He was of that fort which are called in the Spanifh Weft Indies Albinos, or 
White Negroes. The fkin is cadaverous and unfightly, and the natives conhdered this 

complexion (I believe truly) as the effea of dilc-afe. , , 

May nth. At daybreak we departed from Dindikoo, and after a toil fome day s 
travel, arrived in the evening at Satadoo, the capital of a diftria of the fame name. 
This town was formerly of confiderable extent; but many families had left it in 
confequence of the predatory incurfions of the foulahs of loota Jalla, who made 
it a practice to coine fecretly through the woods, and carry oft people from the corn¬ 
fields, and even from the wells near the town. In the afternoon of the i2th, we 
crofted the Faleme river, the fame which I had formerly crofted at Bondon in my 
journey eaftward. This river, at this feafon of the year, is eafily forded at this 
place, the ftream being only about two feet deep. The water is very pure, and flows 
rapidly over a bed of fand and gravel. We lodged for the night at a fmall village 
called Medina, the foie property of a Mandingo merchant, who, by a long inrer- 
courfe with Europeans, has been induced to adopt fome of their cuftoms. His victuals 
were ferved up in pewter difhes, and even his houfes were built after the fafhion of the 
Englifli houfes on the Gambia. 

May 13th. In the morning, as we were preparing to depart, a coffle of flaves be. 
longing to fome Serawoolli traders, crofted the river, and agreed to proceed with us 
10 Baniferile, the capital of Dentila; a very long day's journey from this place. We 
accordingly fet out together, and travelled with great expedition through the woods 
until noon; when one of the Serawoolli flaves dropt the load from his head, for 
which he was fmartly whipped. The load was replaced ; but he had not proceeded 
above a mile before he let it fall a fecond time, for which he received the fame punifh- 
menr. After this he travelled in great pain until about two o'clock, when we llopt to 
breathe a little, by a pool of water, the day being remarkably hot. The poor flave was 
now fo completely exhaufted that his mafter was obliged to releafe him from the rope, 
for he lay motionlefs on the ground. A Serawoolli therefore undertook to remain 
with him, and endeavour to bring him to the town during the cool of the night; in the 
meanwhile we continued our route, and after a very hard day’s travel, arrived at 
Baniferile late in the evening. 

One of our flatees was a native of this place, from which he had been abfent three 
years. This man invited me to go with him to his houfe; at the gate of which his 
friends met him, with many expreffions of joy: fhaking hands with hi 111, embracing 
him, and ftnging and dancing before him. As foon as he had feated himlelf upon a 
mat, by the threfhold of his door, a young woman (his intended bride) brought a little 
water in a calabafh, and kneeling down before him, defired him to wafli his hands; 
when he had done this, the girl, with a tear of joy fparkling in her eyes, drank the 
water; this being confidered the greateft proof fhe could give him of her fidelity and 
attachment. About eight o'clock the fame evening, the Serawoolli, who had been left 
in the woods to take care of the fatigued flave, returned and told us that he was dead ; 
the general opinion, however, was that he himfelf had killed him, or left him to perifh 
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on the road; For the Serawoollies are faid to be infinitely more cruel in their treat¬ 
ment of flaves than the Mandingoes. We remained at Baniferile two days, in order to 
purchafe native iron. Shea-butter, and fome other articles for fale on the Gambia; and 
here the flatee, who had invited me to his houfe, and who poffeffed three flaves, part 
of the coffle, having obtained information that the price 011 the coaft was very low, 
determined to feparate from us, and remain with his flaves, where he was, until an 
opportunity fhould offer of difpofing of them to advantage j giving us to underftand 
that he fhould complete his nuptials with the young woman before mentioned, in the 
mean time. 

May 16th. We departed from Baniferile, and travelled through thick woods 
until noon, when we faw at a diftance, the town of Julifunda, but did not approach 
it; as we propofed to reft for the night at a large town called Kirwani, which we 
reached about four o’clock in the afternoon. This town ftands in a valley, and 
the country, for more than a mile round it, is cleared of wood and well cultivated. 
The inhabitants appear to be very adtive and induftrious, and feem to have carried the 
fyftcm of agriculture to fome degree of perfection; for they col left the dung of their 
cattle into large heaps during the dry feafon, for the purpofe of manuring their 
land with it at the proper time. I faw nothing like this in any other part of 
Africa. Near the town are feveral fnielting furnaces, from which the natives obtain 
very good iron. They afterwards hammer the metal into fmall bars, about a foot in 
length, and two inches in breadth, one of which bars is fufficient to make two Man- 
dingo corn hoes. On the morning after our arrival, we were vifited by a flatee of this 
place, who informed Karfa, that among fome flaves he had lately purchafed, was a 
native of Foota Jaffa; and as that country was at no great diftance, he could not 
fafely employ him in the labours of the field, left he fliould effe& his efcape. The 
flatee was therefore defirous of exchanging this Have for one of Karfa’s, and offered 
fome cloth and Shea-butter, to induce Karfa to comply with the propofal, which 
was accepted. The flatee thereupon fent a boy to order the flave in queftion to bring 
him a few ground nuts. The poor creature foon afterwards entered the court in which 
we were fitting, having no fufpicion of what was negociating, until the mafter caufed 
the gate to be Ihut, and told him to fit down. The flave now faw his danger, and 
perceiving the gate to be fliut upon him, threw down the nuts, and jumped over the 
fence. He was immediately purfued and overtaken by the flatees, who brought him 
back, and fecured him in irons, after which one of Karfa’s flaves was releafed and 
delivered in exchange. The unfortunate captive was at firft very much dejected, 
but in the courfe of a few days his melancholy gradually fubfided j and he became at 
length as cheerful as any of his companions. 

Departing from Kirwani on the morning of the 20th, we entered the Tenda wilder- 
nefs of two days journey. The woods were very thick, and the country {helved towards 
the fouth-vveft. About ten o’clock we met a coffle of twenty-fix people, and feven 
loaded affes, returning from the Gambia. Moft of the men were armed with mufltels, 
and had broad belts of fcarlet doth over their Ihoulders, and European hats upon 
their heads. They informed us that there was very little demand for flaves on the 
coaft, as no veffel had arrived for lome months paft. On hearing this, the Sera- 
woollies, who had travelled with us from the Falame river, feparated themfelves and 
their flaves from the coffle. They had not, they faid, the means of maintaining their 
flaves in Gambia, until a veffel fliould arrive ; and were unwilling to fell them to 
difad vantage ; they therefore departed to the northward for Kajaaga. We continued 
our route through the Wildemefs, and travelled all day through a rugged country, 
vol. xvi. 6 a covered 
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covered with extenfive thickets of bamboo. At funfet, to our great joy, we arrived at 
a pool of water near a large tabba tree, whence the place is called 1 abba-gee, and 
h.'re we relied a few hours. The water at this feai'on of the year is by no means plen¬ 
tiful in thefe woods; and as the days were infufferably hot, Karfa propofed to travel 
in the ni^ht. Accordingly, about eleven o’clock* the flaves were taken out of their 
irons, and the people of the coffle received orders to keep clofe together; as well to 
prevent the flaves from attempting to efcape, as on account of the wild beafts. We 
travelled with great alacrity until day-break, when it was difeovered that a free woman 
had parted from the coffle in the night: her name was called until the woods 
refounded ; but no anfwer being given, we conjeftured that fhe had either miftaken 
the road, or that a lion had feized her unperceived. At length it was agreed that 
four people fhould go back a few miles to a fmall rivulet, where fome of the cofile had 
ftopt to drink, as we palled it in the night; and that the coffie fhould wait for 
their return. The full was about an hour high before the people came back with the 
woman, whom they found lying faft afleep by the ftream. We now refumed our 
journey, and about eleven o’clock reached a walled town called Tambacunda, where 
we were well received. • Here we remained four days, on account of a palaver which 
was held on the following occafion: Modi Lemma, one of the flatees belonging to the 
coffle, had formerly married a woman of this town, who had borne him two children; 
he afterwards went to Manding, and remained there eight years, without fending 
any account of hiinfelf, during all that time, to his deferted wife ; who, feeing no 
profpeft of his return, at the end of three years, had married another man, to whom 
fhe liad likewife borne two children. Lemma now claimed his wife; but the fecond 
liufband refufed to deliver her up ; infilling that by the laws of Africa, when a man 
has been three years ablent from his wife, without giving her notice of his being alive, 
the woman is at liberty to marry again. After all the circumftances had been fully 
invefligated in an afiembly of the chief men, it was determined that the wife fhould 
make her choice, and be at liberty either to return to the fir ft hufband, or continue 
with the fecond, as fhe alone fhould think prpper. Favourable as this determination 
was to the lady, fhe found it a difficult matter to make up her mind, and requefted 
time for confederation : but I think I could perceive that JirJt love would carry the 
day. Lemma was indeed fomewhat older than his rival, but he was alfo much richer. 
"What weight this circumftance had in the fcale of his wife’s afleftions, I pretend not 
t® fay. 

On the morning of the 26th, as we departed from Tambacunda, Karfa obferved 
to me that there were no Shea trees farther to the weftward than this town. I had col- 
lefted and brought with me from Manding the leaves and flowers of this tree ; but they 
were fo greatly bruifed on the road that I thought it beft to gather another fpecimen 
at this place. The appearance of the fruit evidently places the Shea tree in the natural 
order of fapota, and it has fome refemblance to the mudbuca tree, deferibed by 
Lieutenant Charles Hamilton in the Afiatic Refearches, Vol. 1 . page 300. About one 
o’clock we reached Sibikillin, a walled village, but the inhabitants having the cha- 
rafter of inhofpitality towards ftrangers, and of being much addifted to theft, we 
did not think proper to enter the gate. We refted a fhort time under a tree, and then 
continued our route until it was dark, when we halted for the night by a fmall ftream 
running towards the Gambia. Next day the road led over a wild and rocky country, 
every where rifing into hills, and abounding with monkies and wild beads. In the 
rivulets among the hills, we found plenty of fifh. This was a very hard day’s journey, 
and it was not until funfet that we reached the village of Koombuo, near to which are 
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the ruins of a large town formerly deftroyed by war. The inhabitants of Koomboo, like 
thole of Sibikillm* havefo bad a reputation, that Grangers feidom lodge in the village; 
we accordingly refted for the night in the fields, where we erefted temporary huts for 
our protection, there being great appearance of rain. 

.May 2Sth. We departed from Koomboo, and flept at a Foulah town about feven 
miles to the weftward ; from which on the day following having croffed a con Oder- 
able branch of the Gambia, called Neola Koba, we reached a well inhabited part of 
the country. Here are feveral towns within fight of each other, colle&ively called 
Tenda, but each is diltinguithed alfo by its particular name. We lodged at one of 
them called Koba Tenda, where we remained' the day following, in order to procure 
provifions for our fupport in eroding the Siinbani woods. On the 30th we reached 
Jalacotta; a confiderable town, but much infefted by Foulah banditti, who come 
through the woods from Bondou, and fteal every thing they can lay their hands on. A 
few days before our arrival, they had ftolen twenty head of cattle, and on the day fol¬ 
lowing made a fecond attempt; but were beaten off, and one of them taken prifoner. 
Here, one of the Haves belonging to the coffle, who had travelled with great diffi¬ 
culty for the laft three days, was found unable to proceed any farther: his mailer 
(a finging man) propofed therefore to exchange him for a young girl, belonging to 
one of the towiifpeople. The poor girl was ignorant of her fate, until the bundles 
were all tied up in the morning, and the cofile ready to depart 5 when, coming with feme 
other young women to fee the cofile fet out, her mailer took her by the hand, and 
delivered her to the finging man. Never was a face of ferenity more fuddenly changed 
into one of the deepeft di ft refs: the terror file manifefted on having the load put upon 
her head, and the rope faftened round her neck, and the farrow with which ihe bade 
adieu to her companions, were truly affeaing. About nine o’clock, we croffed a large 
plain covered with ciboa trees (a fpecies of palm), and came to the river Nerico, a 
branch of the Gambia. This was but a fmall river at this time, but in the rainy 
feafon it is often dangerous to travellers. As foon as we had croffed this river, the 
finging men began to vociferate a particular fong, expreflive of their joy at having 
got fafe into the weft country, or, as they expreffed it, the land of the Jetting fun. The 
country was found to be very level, and the foil a mixture of clay and fand. In the 
afternoon it rained hard, and we had recourle to the common Negro umbrella, a 
large ciboa leaf, which being placed upon the head, completely defends the whole 
body from the rain. We lodged for the night under the fhade of a large tabba tree, 
near the ruins of a village. On the morning following, we crofted a ftream called 
Noulico, and about two o’clock, to my infinite joy, I faw myfelf once more on the 
banks of the Gambia, which at this place being deep and ftnooth is navigable; but 
the people told me that a little lower down the ftreatn is fo Ihallow that the cofile fre¬ 
quently crofs it on foot. On the fouth fide of the river oppofite to this place, is a 
large plain of clayey ground, called Toombi Toorila. It is a fort of morafs, in which 
people are frequently loft, it being more than a day’s journey acrofs it. In the after¬ 
noon we met a man and two women, with bundles of cotton cloth upon their heads. 
They were going, they faid, for Dentila, to purchafe iron, there being a great fcarcity 
of that article on the Gambia. A little before it was dark, we arrived at a village 
in the kingdom of WooIIi, called Seefukunda. Near this village there are "Teat 
plenty of nitta trees, and the Haves in pafling along had collected large bunches of 
the fruit; but fuch was the fuperftirion of the inhabitants, that they would not permit 
any pf the fruit to be brought into the village. They had been told, they faid, that 
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fome cataflrophe would happen to the place when people lived upon nittas, and negle&ed 
to cultivate corn. 

June 2d. We departed from Seefukunda, and paffed a number ot villages, at none 
of whidi was the coffie permitted to flop, although we were all very much fa¬ 
tigued: it was four o’clock in the afternoon before we reached Baraconda, where we 
relied one day. Departing from Baraconda on the morning of the 4th, we reached 
in a few hours IMedina, the capital of the King of Woolli s dominions, from whom 
I had received an holpitable reception in the beginning of December 1795 ’ 
my journey eallward. I immediately inquired concerning the health of my good 
old benefactor, and learnt with great concern that he was dangeroufly ill. As 
Karfa would not allow the coffie to Hop, I could not prefent iny rerpefts to the 
King in perfon ; but I fent him word, by the officer to whom we paid cuftoms, that 
his prayers for my fafety had not been unavailing. We continued our route until 
funfet, when we lodged at a fmall village a little to the well ward of Kootakunda, 
and on the day following arrived at Jindey ; where, eighteen months before, I had 
parted from my friend Dr. Laidley; an interval, during which I had not be¬ 
held the face of a Chrillian, nor once heard the delightful found of my native 
language. 

Being now arrived within a lhort dillance of Pifania, from whence my journey origi¬ 
nally commenced, and learning that my friend Karfa was not likely to meet with 
an immediate opportunity of felling his Haves on the Gambia ; it occurred to me 
to fuggell to him that he would find it for his intereft to leave them at Jindey, until 
a market Ihould offer. Karfa agreed with me in this opinion; and hired, from the 
chief man of the town, huts for their accommodation, and a piece of land on which 
to employ them, in railing corn, and other provifions for their maintenance. With 
regard to himfelf, he declared that he would not quit me until my departure from 
Africa. We fet out accordingly, Karfa, myfelf, and one of the Foulahs belonging to 
the coffie, early on the morning of the 9th; but although I was now approaching the 
end of my tedious and toilfome journey, and expected in another day to meet with 
countrymen and friends, I could not part, for the tall time, with iny unfortunate fellow- 
travellers, doomed, as I knew moll of them to be, to a life of captivity and 11avery, in 
a foreign land, without great emotion. During a wearifome peregrination of more 
than five hundred Britilh miles, expofed to the burning rays of a tropical fun, thefe 
poor Haves, amidll their own infinitely greater fufferings would commiferate mine ; 
and frequently, of their own accord, bring water to quench my thirft, and at night 
colled: branches and leaves to prepare me a bed in the wildernefs. We parted with 
reciprocal expreffions of regret and benediction. My good wilhes and prayers 
were all I could bellow upon them ; and it afforded me fome confolation to be told, 
that they were fenfible I had no more to give. 

My anxiety to get forward admitting of no delay on the road, we reached Tenda- 
cunda in the evening, and where hofpitably received at the houfe of an aged black fe¬ 
male called Seniora Camilla, a perfon who had refided many years at the Englilh fac¬ 
tory, and fpoke our language. I was known to her before I had left the Gambia, at 
the outfet of my journey ; but my drefsand figure were now fo different from the ufual 
appearance of an European, that Ihe was very excufable in mi flaking me for a Moor. 
When I told her ray name and country, Ihe furveyed me with great allonilh nmr, 
and feemed unwilling to give credit to the teftimony of her fenfes. She affure .1 me 
that none of the traders on the Gambia ever expecled to fee me again-; having 
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been informed long ago, that the Moors of Ludamar had murdered me, as they 
had murdered Major Houghton. I inquired for my two attendants, Johafon and 
Demba, and learnt, with great forrow, that neither of them was returned. Karfa, 
who had never before heard people converfe in Englifh, liftened to us with great 
attention. Every thing he faw feemed wonderful. The furniture of the hotife, 
the chairs, &c. and particularly beds with curtains, were objects of his great 
admiration ; and he afked me a thoufand queftions concerning the utility and ne- 
eeffity of different articles ; to forne of which I found it difficult to give fatisfa£tory 
anfwers. 

On the morning of the loth, Mr. Robert Ainfley, having learnt that I was at Ten- 
dacunda, came to meet me, and politely offered me the ufeof his horfe. He informed 
me that Dr, Laidley had removed all his property to~a place called Kaye, a little farther 
down the river, and that he was then gone to Domafanfa with his vefTel, to pur- 
chafe rice; but would return in a day or two* He therefore invited me to flay with 
him at Pifania, until the doftoris return. I accepted the invitation, and being accom- 
panted by my friend Karfa, readied Pifania about ten o’clock. Mr. Ainfley’s fchooner 
was lying at anchor before the place. 'Phis was the moft furprifing objeft which Karfa 
had ye! feen. He could not eafily comprehend the ufe of the mafts, fails, and rigging; 
nor did he conceive that it was poflible, by any fort of contrivance, to make fo large 
a body move forwards by the common force of the wind. The manner of fatten¬ 
ing together the different planks which compofed the veffei, and filling up the 
feams fo as to exclude the water, was perfectly new to him ; and I found that the 
fchooner with her cable and anchor, kept Karfa in deep meditation the greater part 
of the dayi 

About noon, on the 12th, Dr. Laidley returned from Doomafanfa, and received 
me with great joy and fatisfadion, as one rifen from the dead. Finding that the 
wearing apparel which I had left under his care was not fold nor fent to England, I loft 
no rime in refuming the Englifh drefs; and difrobing my chin of its venerable incum¬ 
brance. Karfa furveyed ine in my Britifh apparel with great delight ; but regretted 
exceedingly that I had taken off my beard ; the lofs of which, he laid, had converted 
me from a man into a boy. Dr. Laidley readily undertook to difcharge all the pecuniary 
engagements! had entered into fince my departure from the Gambia, and took my draft 
upon the Affociation for the amount. My agreement with Karfa (as I have already 
related) was to pay him the value of one prime Have, for which I had given him my 
bill upon Dr. Laidley, before we departed from Kamalia; for, in cafe of my death on 
the road, t was unwilling that my benefaftor fhould be a lofer. But this good creature 
had continued to manifeft towards me fo much kindnefs, that I thought I made him 
but an inadequate recoin pen fe, when I told him that he was now to receive double the 
Aim I had originally promifed ; and Dr, Laidley affured him that he was ready to 
deliver the goods to that amount, whenever he thought proper to fend for them* Karfa 
was overpowered by this unexpected token of my gratitude, and ftill more fo, when 
he heard that I intended 10 fend a handfome prefent to the good old fchoolmafter, 
Fankooma, at Malacotta. He promifed to carry up the goods along with his own; 
and Dr, Laidley allured him that he would exert bimfelf in a flitting him to difpofe of 
his flaves to the beft advantage, the moment a Have veffei fhould arrive. Thefe and 
other inttances of attention and kindnefs (hewn him by Dr. Laidley, were not loft upon 
Karfa. He would often fay to me, “ my journey has indeed been profperous V* 
Bur, obferving the improved ttate of our manufactures, and our manifeft fuperiority 
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in the arts of civilized life, he would fonietiraes appear penfive, and exclaim with 
an involuntary figh, faio fing infer feng ,, “ black men are nothing.” At other 
times, he would alk me with great ferioufnefs, what could poffibly have induced me, 
who was no trader, to think of exploring fo miferable a country as Africa ? He 
meant by this to fignify that, after what I mull; have witneffed in my own country, 
nothing in Africa could in his opinion deferve a moment’s attention. I have pre- 
ferved thefe little traits of character in this worthy Negro, not only from regard 
to the man, but alfo becaufe they appear to me to demonftrate that he poflefled a 
mind above his condition: and to fuch of my readers as love to contemplate human 
nature in all its varieties, and to trace its progrefs from rudenefs to refinement, I hope 
the account I have given of this poor African will not be unacceptable. 

A Vocabulary of the Mandingo language. 


Above, fanto. 

Abfent, inteegee : (literally , “ not here.”) 
Abufe, v. anennU 
Add, akeejee. 

Afraid, filantee. 

Afternoon, oora. 

Air, /onto. 

Alike, bcakillin. 

Alive, a begee (is here). 

All, bea. 

Always, ioomotoma. 

And, j ting. 

Angry, jufit beta: ( literally , “ the heart 
comes out.”) 

Angel, melika. 

Arm, boulla: (the fame for hand i) 
Arrived, foot at a. 

Arrow, binm. 

Afcend, flit. 

Afleep, fmouta , 

Aflift, maquoi , 

Axe, terang. 

Back, ho. 

Bad,ys«. 

Bag, bota. 

Barter, v. fallan. 

Baftard, janhj-a dirg: (literally , “nobody’s 
child.”) 

Beads, connoo. 

Beard, bora. 

Beat, v. agojft. 

Bees, lektjfi. 

Bed, larong. 


Beer, dolo : (the fame for ftrong liquor of 
any kind.) 

Before, neat a : (“ within fight.”) 

Behind, kofi. 

Belly, konno. 

Big,' awarata. 

Bind or tie, afeeti. 

Bird, com. 

Bite, v. keeng. 

Black, fing. 

Blood, jollie. 

Blue, Jtngma -• (blacki/h.) 

Boil, v.fagee. 

Bone, cooloo. 

Book, kittaba. 

Borrow, la. 

Bottom, joo. 

Bow, holla. 

Boy, kea ding ; ( literally y “ male child.”) 
Brave, fatte. 

Bread, munko. 

Break, v. affara .* (the fame word figni- 
fies “ to kill,” or “ to deftroy.”) 
Breafts, fonjoo. 

Bring, infambo. 

Brother, ba-ding-kea: ( literally , ** mother’s 
male child,”) 

Burn, v. ageni. 

Buy (or fell), faun. 

Call, v. ahilli. 

Carry, afainbo. 

Cat, neancon. 

Catch, v. amuta. 


Cheft 
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Cheft or coffer, homo* 

Child, ding : (if very young, dingding.) 
Cloth, fauna . 

Cold, ninnoj 
Game, na. 

Coming, abenalu 
Completely, betiki. 

Cook, v. tabbee. 

Corn, neo. 

Country, dm* 

Cow, nejfce moofa. 

Crowd, n.fetima. 

Cry, v* aktimbo. 

Cunning, n. a , kijfee. 

C u, v. tcgi. 

Danger, /errt?. 

Dark, dibble. 

Daughter, ding moofa : (literally, <c female 
chiid.^> 

Day, teelee. 

Dead, afata. 

Deep, adoonia . 

Defift, at too. 

Dev:, combi. 

Die, v.fa* 

Dirt, no. 

Difeafe, jankra* 

Difpute, degama. 

Dog, woo/a. 

Door, da : (this is a word of very ex ten- 
five ufe, being applied to whatever opens 
and fhuts*) 

Down, ad. dooma. 

Dream, v. ftbota. 

Dream, n.f. Jibo. 

Drink, v. ameen . 

Dry (arid), ajata. 

Ear, toola. 

Earth (foil), banka. 

Earth (globe), banko bang. 

Eaft, tee lee bo: (/* fun rife/*) 

Eat, a durum o. 

Elephant, famma. 

Empty, Jtng tigee: ( u nothing here/ 1 ) 
Enough, keyento* 

Entertain (a gudi)^fanda. 

Expert, cumettng: ( <( a&ive, clever. Seed 9 ) 
Eye, nea. 
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Face, (the fame as for the eye.) 

Fall, v. bid. 

Far off, Jang fata. 

Fall, v. foong. 

Fat, keng. 

Father, fa. 

Fear, v.feelan. 

Feather, tee: (it fignifies alfo, hair , and 
wool.') 

Female, moofa * 

Fever, candea. 

Few, */<?. 

Fight, -s;, oE////. 

Fill, afundu 
Finger, boulla bonding. 

Fire, deemba. 

Fifh, yep. 

Flefh, fooboo. 

Food, 

Fool 3 yi?0ntf£. 

Foot, : (fignifies alfo “ the leg***) 
Forget, neanta . 

Free, borea. 

Frefh, : (fignifies alfo, £<?#//Ay.) 
Friend, barrio. 

Fruit, eree ding: ( w child of the tree/') 
Full, ajfata* 

Give, 

Glad, lata. 

Go, v* fa. 

God, Alla p 
Gold, fanoo. 

Good, bet tie. 

Grafs, 

Great, baa . 

Gray, aqueta . 

Guard, ienkoong. 

Half, tella. 

Handfome, animate* 

Hang up, 

Hate, 1 t>* 

He, #//, 

Head, 

Hear,/// g/. 

Heart, juftt. 

Heaven, junto : (the Mahomedan Neg^oe 
commonly fay, il jinna.]) 

Heavy, 
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Heavy, accoliata * 

Hell, johaniba, 

Hen jfcofee moofa* 

Herb, jambo. 

Here, Jang. 

Hide, n, goolo* 

Hill, konko* 

Hog, lea* 

Hole, dinka* 

Honey, lee, 

Horn, bint* 

Horf e f foo* 

Hot, candiaia* 

Houfe, boong - 
Hungry, konkola* 

I, inta. 

Idle, ?mre* 

Increafe, aboonia, 

Indultrious, fayaia, 

Interpret, konno for: (literally, to fierce the 
belly*') 

Iron, nega* 

Ifland , joule. 

Jump, Vtfaun* 

Kill, affara* 

King, manja. 

Knife, mooro* 

Know, alia. 

Lamp, jitina. 

Laugh, v* jillu 
Lend, inf00* 

Lie (down), v, la jang* 

Lie (falfity), 

Lift, achika* 

Lightning, yirc/kta. 

Lion, jatta: (in the interior countries, 
vuara*) 

Little, miejfa* 

Long, jang. 

Look, v* ajjzile. 

Lofe, afeele* 

Loft, affeeleeta . 

Love, v* home* 

Make, v, dada* 

Male, kea* 


Man (homo) mo* 

Man (vir) fata* 

Many, Jitmaia* 

Market, loe. 

Mailer, marree* 

Mat, baffo. 

Meet, v, beng * 

Middle, iaima* 

Milk, nunno, 

Milk, v, beetle. 

Mine, pr, ta/em. 

Money, nafhula: (it fignifies alfo merchant 
dize , or any efe&s of value,) 

Month, korro: (the fame word fignifies 
the Moon,) 

Morning, fomo* 

Mother, ba. 

Mouth, da* 

Narrative, dentigi* 

Name, atto . 

Near (nigh), mun jang: (not far-) 

Neck, kang* 

Never, abada. 

Night, fooion* 

No, inta: (literally, is not*) 

Noon, teelee Jcooniata: (literally, the fun 
over head*) 

North, faheel* 

Nofe, noong* 

Now, /eng* 

Oil, toulou* 

Obtain, fuito. 

Old, accotiata* 

Only, kinjing* 

Open, v, yelli* 

Out of, banta* 

Pain, deeming. 

Paper, eoitoo* 

Pafs, v, tambi* 

Pafs, atambita: (gone by-) 

Pay, v* jo* 

Pen, kalla. 

People, molo* 

Pierce, for* 

Pity, v. dimi* 

Pleafure, di* 

Pleafant 


park’s TRAVELS in AFRICA. 


9*5 


Pleafant, adiaia . 

Plenty, ajiata . 

Poor, dot a fa* 

Prefcnt (gift), bdbnia* 

Promife, *u. moindee. 

Proud, teelingabalia: (literally, fir ait bo - 
died.') 

Pull, afabba . 

Pufh, aneury* 

Put down, 

Quarrel, quiaia . 

Quick, cataba ■ 

Quiet, 

Quiver, j, taoflg. 

Rain,y^w^: (literally, water from above*) 
Rat, ninee* 

Read, akarra * 

Red, 

Releafe, : (untie.) 

Reft, /<?* 

Reftore, ferrat . 

Return, u* afcita. 

Ripe, ?noia* 

Rife, v, woolL 

River, ba: (the fame as for mother ,) 
Road, feelo. 

Rob, boitaca. 

Rock, kooro . 

Rope, Julie* ^ s 

Rotten, accorafa* 

Row, v* ajah , 

Run, boor'te * 

Sad, </«. 

Safe, tarn? inieegee ; (literally, danger*) 
Salt, £‘0. 

Sand, A/th, A/>z/. 

Sandals, famaia . 

Say, affo. 

Sea, 

Seat, ykrG/jrg-. 

See, eagee* 

Send, keen 

Separate, attulla . f 

Shake, jtggi,jiggi. 

Shame, 
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Shew, a/ta. 

Ship, caloon . 

Short, fuita* 

Shut, ton* 

Sick, man kinde * 

Side, carra. 

Silent, Jmwgv 
Silver, cody. 

Sing, jilli: (the fame to dance*) 

Sifter, ba ding moofa : (mothers female 
child.) 

Sit, fee* 

Sky, fang. 

Slave, Jong* 

Sleep, v, ftnoo. 

Smell, v. foomboola* 

Smoke, feifee . 

Snake, fau* 

Something, fenke* 

Son, ding kea ; (male child.) 

Soon 7 %/dng fang : (now IVow.) 

Sour, acoomlata* 

South, boulla ba: (literally the right hand.) 
Speak, akummth 
Spear, iamb a* 

Spin, v. worondL 
Spoon, dofa * 

Star, Mo. 

Steal, foam a* 

Stink, v* 7u kaffa * 

Stone, birr a. 

Stop, munia . 

Stranger, leuntong* 

Strike, abooiL 
Sun, teelee. 

Swear, kclli* 

Sweet, teemiata* 

Swell, f 007100 . 

Swim, noo. 

Sword, fong. 

Tail, fmnio . 

Thief, /bon* 

Thin, feat a : (flender.) 

Think, meira. 

Third, mindo* 

Thread, both 
Throw, fy* 

b Thunder^ 
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Thunder s fang fata. In con tr adrftinftion 
to lightning, it is Kaliam Alla * (Arab) 
«« the voice of God*”) 

Tie, v. afeeiee* 

To-day, bee. 

To-morrow, Jinny, 

Tongue, ning. 

Touch, v* ma * 

1 own, kunda - 
Trade, v+feeree. 

Tree, erce. 

True, tonia. 

Truft, v . la. 

Turn, aelima* 

Underftand, mol. 

Until, haning. 

Walk, tama* 

War, kiUL 
Walh, v. CQO* 

Water, gee* 


Weary, umbaiaia. 

Weep, akujji - 
Weigh, ftmang. 

Well, n * a * awa - 
Well, n*f cullong - 
Weft, teelee gee . 

Wet, fmunta * 

What, 

Where, minto* 

White, yz*/. 

Who, jema* 

Why, munkang. 

Wind, n.funnio. 

Wolf, faoloo* 

Woman, moofa, 

Wildemefs, woolla* 

Yes, . 

Yefterday, koona. 

You, eeta, when fimply pronounced: 

when joined to any other word, it is ee* 
Young, juna. 


The following questions and answers may be iifeful in the Weft Indies, 


Do you underftand Mandingo ? 

I underftand it, 

I do not underftand yon. 

Come hither. 

Is your father or mother 
■ alive, - 

-- dead, - 

Have you any brothers or fillers ? * 
"Where are they ? 

Are they in Africa ? - 
Are they on board the fhip ? 

Point them out* - 
What is the matter with you ? 

Are you in health ? 

I am fick* - - - * 

Shew me your tongue* 

Give me your hand. - 
Are you hungry ? 

I am hungry. - 
Are you thirfty ? - 



ee Mandingo kummo mot? 
ya mou 
ma mou 
na na ree * 

ee fa , ou ee ba abeagee ? 
abeegee . 
afaia, 

ee ba ding abeegee ? 
biminto ? 

abee fato fng doo ? 

abbe Tobaubo Calcon ou konno ? 

aitanna . 

mun beta ? 

ko ee kinde ? 

mun kinde » 

ee ning aitanna, 

ee boulla adima . 

konkolabinna ? 

. konkolabinna* 
mindolabinna ? 


I am 
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I am thirfty. - 
I am not hungry. 

I am not thirfty. 

Docs your headache? 

It does ache. - 

It does not ache- 

Does your ftomach pain you ? 

Do you fleep well ? 

Are you feverifh ? 

Do not be afraid* * 

There is no danger. » 

Drink this medicine. - 
It will do you good. - 


the fame word repeated* 
kmko inteegee . 
mindo inteegee . 
ee koon bideeminn ? 
bideemina* 
intademing. 
ee konno bideemina . 
koo ee ftnoo betika ? 
acandeata ? 
kanna feelan . 
torro inteegee, 
nmg borri ameen . 
ace kijfu 


END OF VOL, XVI, 
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